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TurAaSei iflembletf and cbc^e his jbn 

or iatooed his father, at 4ir{t 

doned to^ia Ufe of mdo^ce and debaudury, intd 

which be was,rfWuily lijE^n by fome of the ncSbilu}, who 
formed delig^s upfc^r\is intending b) 

alienate from him the affcdloj^f his people. ^ 'r^e forcfight 
and natural good fenic younz mcaarch "Vi^ietratcd 

into their a tinr]^ when he 

was piungtd in a l)7e of ddioUtl^^ All of a 

fudden he difcarded his gld^uifipanions^ ^nd, ^Ice our Htnry^^ 
allirntd at once a behaviour and digmsy v'^rhy of 
'1 hid dtImifEoti of the hi tlie^ realm occ^ficSicd 
muriTt t'*^?^ia^niong thcTS*,^ loon broke out iiico open 

rebellion. diftin^iitlNtd his valour« 

his pruJctice^ and hS cletncncy. .1.. fifft ddcAed Ins ene- 
mies, obliged them to (bbnxit to his tcims, and t^n not only 
pardoned them, but took them again ii^ favom, which he 
eifeemed the true method of gaming thc^ afleetfons, a^d^e« 
curing *heir allegtaiKe; ^but he Srft infifled upon a total re- 
fori utiopt^V their nnannels, and enforced this by his owm cx- 
ajrpkTiJ^' Wc find indeed a dif&rent chara/tUr of this l>rj^c 
who lebues, that after the fup )rti]ion of ibis re- 
bcllicm, nT^ter. again into bis i/*d and ended his 

reign m the fame inglorious manner in which he began **. 


' . O L A V & 11 . 

Ui^Et his death hi< Ton Oianslh mminced the throne, in OhmIL 
hcriting all the vices of his father, wi^tbo»it one of his vir- 3c/^ 
tpes. His whole reign^ which banpily did not exceed tenAD.ioa* 
Ij^ars, Was a fanes of luxury, proliifioii, and the moft fcan- 
\i1ou5 iuH and debauchery. He died howevci facmingly pe- 
as ap|>cars by th^ fpeccii he made to his fons on his 
bciil^jp which he exhorfa them to retrieve by ihur 

held greatly iuficicd by 


luft t\jc^j|ti|i3ffaonour, which 
andJSiS^te tneafures (A). 


FROr/JO^ 

Vaxo Gsah. 1. vi. €t Aua. citat. ^ Saxo Gram. 1. vk 
MaiM. p. 47. • Mavas. l.)|,r p. » 4 - 

(A) ^axo G^ammattau a^J ^ nUW it appears, upWI^ 
Pontanus 5;all /dua ppnee OfafS/ undoubted authority, ai^-J indeed 

^ B a upon 
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The Hiftory of Dj^ntnark. 

FROtD^O V. and 11AR9LD I. 

FROTIIO V. and Harold I. fons to 4atc monarch, 
were both Tailed to the throite^'- (haring the t^rcignty bc« 
tw<xn them ; 4he one prefiding bver naval* affairs, and the 
'other talOTg it upon hiri^to direct whatever below^d fb the 
armies and land forces of the kingdom. Fsoth^ as the 
cldcft, chjnb the lormcr nrov i i rrc nr e fnJffmion that rha- 

rin<^en)pwment> were held e «n. cl important 

than the wndi^Tvicc (A)- ^Ko cntJred tirft upon ac^tian, 
aiffl nia^an uifikcccibfiil drfccnfcnon lomeor the lici^hbour- 
ing coaf^^is fAicrf=, rcfufing 
to enter ur^li. %^^!aff!h^^Sc tcrp riy,e, hy'which their families 
i^mpht he hrooj^t to ruin ; aiuMiS^7/^i exprefly affirms, that 
trk itiflucncc wiWcl^/'V^//>'/s queen had over him, orcalioncd 
hi.wiigrace. 'I'hc partl^^ar^hfiwever, of this .ifKiir ate not 
Kiordcd, and we only k thn r u it ted hls^jupA^m ent 

in dirgull maxim, 

that nb ma^ed#nan flrnllfinx inliffcd into the Tea or land- 
llrvicc ; a liearuie that was attcndcct with the happieft con- 
fcqucficcs. Vl'lie ftldicrs, emulous of glory, and free from 
dc^it^Hc cares, biffctd all dangers, and obtained numbcrlefs 
victories under the conduct of the b^avc Harold j aft^t which 
they wcic permitted* to return honic, to fettle a^4^mjo)\the 
(i;^s and glory of- their toil and courage. Ft 'otho mi ^ 

with envy at th^fuccefs of his brother’s arms^A^partCi 
had fo much 6wn acHions ; ar.d i#TO>WCTupporl 

the fight of a perfbn, whofe vicloiics remmded him of his 
own defeat, and whofe public charafler he deemed a Uci( 
reproach, took the bafe rcfolution of having him iTmrde^ed 
His rcfciKment had foitihcd his heart againft the dic^tes ol 
hondlir, brothcrlyjov^, and humanity : he employed an affaffin, 
accomplilhed his end, and then murdered the tool of his vil- 
lainy, the better to coficeal. it'. But parricidc'is a crime, 
againll which the Almiglity^fccms, in a particular manner, ic 

* Saxo Cram. ^^vi. *Meurs 

s. 


upon their own, that V^t had • 
, changed his name to Qiaus^ who 
u, for this reafon, ji^perly dif- 
tinguiffied by the^ppcliaiioa of 
C.'oius the firll ( i ). 

(A) The Danijh writers 
divided in their opinions con« 



c.'raiixg thefi 

princes agreed iwn. Ponianiq 
fays, that maritinn! 
committed to Harold \ 
this prffinblv happened afi 
mifeai ria;'e of lus brotJ*^ 


j&. 4S. (7, . t-wr, /, 1. 27. 
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Hifivy Denmail^ 

ifl(||^8^intcd his vengeance. /Verio's own Anfcicnce 
fuffideirt accufcrifand gave fuch evidencl[ again him, as coM 
vinced the wh^(^ world that Hat old met with hts death from^ 
tj)e hand of hisjf^wn brother. Aii his meaiurcs wcrc4idlatc<i by 
phrenzy aiftHfefpair; which became \ifible in his countcDaiicc. 
He iipagifted he could not be fccure while tKe cKlJicn uf 
Harold hvd, and look mcafurcs quiet his mirul. by cn 
t^teafing the or his crimes, and iuperaddin^ tW W 

dcr of his nephews hio only btothcr.i 

hoW<iver, were frufira^cd by <'yilance of a^olien^n, to 
whom the education of the princes yas CYrmittoih 

After conclalitK^ his pupils a c^^^e, the nithful guardian 
returned to court, and th^^hc would 

abftain from Ihcdding anil notJWpiivc his in- 
nocent nephews of lobbiiig them/rf a royal Ati^^ 

buuc parent rtoil 5, picitndyig to b** nioved by thc^ intrcA- 
tics L^i^his honed nnbd^Mnan-y^lwttj ncail) acconipliflicd hy 
diffimiila^tioit*Wt»si 5 ^he£ould not cftei^ ' A fcwyrais 

after, be j^ot 'he yoiin^f* gcntlcidh inti!i^hia haf^ls, ai d^was 
going to have tlum fl nhn iii J, when their i wn jilJuf faved 
them they putindcd to quarrel, and duircd !c»c todimk* 
thnr difpuie b) the Iwiid, uhuh the giantid, 

txptjjtuion tliat thiir vi at mth, courage, and ammortty. 


in 


might eftitiv jus purpofes^Vwithout dipping 1 ij owil^undsin 


their<l 
the 


.oo< 


J. He was even tmd cnou,^b''io' Irv- a fpcetHor of^ * 
wnd thus his puniftimtnt about by tfu 

invifibltTi^WiCins of Pnnid^nce th^-tfiinccs, upon j] ^ 

fignal agiced, tamed u( on then uncle, ai^ man indaiit laidf^lj 
hii^dcaJ on the ground with their fwoiJs T huo perifhcd the 

f ^wherous and bloody ricth^, b) the hands of his own nc- 
hews, *after a reign rendered infamous to all pofleiity, by 
the bifharous murder of a brother, who was the grealefbor- 
nament of his famil) and kingdom, as well al> the mod valo- 
rous pritice of his age p 


IIALDANE II. and- HAROLD II. 

FROTJV) was fuccceTicd by ^hc two Tons of //rtrcA/, the 
oldf it name^'*^i^</y/'We^nd#lheyoungcd called ifttr his father. |j 
Hiiiitne engaged in a war with S ciatd king of Harold II. 

Swidcn^ for I Vons with which wc arc unacquainted, aft^r- 
him frequent and fignal defeats, \/k at length fl ‘w him 
iifvd^tie with his own hand kruk^ thf fein and luccifl'^r of 
to re'cngj his faihet^s dea;h, made a fuddcii dclecnt 

PoSTSN. 1 J p. 27. Si IMNO P 4'». 
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Harold 


battle ; buf the fuccefs was not agrccabjc courage 

^^^^ifand the jjjl^iccrpf his caufe; for after an obftirtlte engage- 
'*v ^ment he %u% flain in thcctnis of viflory, which irwiic- 
hlalclanr diatdy doclared for E rid. Upon thib i«nt.iediately^ 


mgns alone rcttK 
ond de- fuc8 
de quar 

Swedes. 


rcttlffejijfoto/wewr^, drove Erid 

fuc8 IjifnJLiojSzvrdeti,, defea^ ^rid^^errhmated the 
quarrcKf^heVcatfi of his^Rmy, w'hom be -engag’d ^in 
finglc /bat After this ^wious tranfadtionj, he fitted 
out a powWul j?is coafts, 

and was than he had been in all 

former wart Inwards of his litc\ and in a 

advanced a^, be married the princefs of Norway,, and 
b^cr had %fon bdTTI^^j^e very day in which he ‘died, 
of. *Tt linpering coirtrafled ‘ rrr* t ;jnfcqu(jc^^^i^7 

fatigue and ybr ncJuftaindLbn li'u, ‘ IiimiWIm^ n Jfeich 
u'cre^fic atjlonsiof the 'glorious Haldane,, coT*ftf»*/rtiy^allcd 
ih/ fon of (a^/7/;/y/>deit) ) from his invincible courage 

aru thofe gmtrousMualities which feemed to elevate him 
abovespthe rarl^rJTlWflrtals. His name had fprrad itfelf over 
air the ^i.ihern kingdoms, and Stveden particulfwlv his 
mcmcryrwas no Ij^brerpcdled than in his own propcf aomi- 
fuch wj^j.^'^ikmeiKy, afFj»bl!ity, and cn^T^ing 
manners of thisifeicTSrrntff^arrior ^ Ji Jr 


^ After this ^ 


of his dominions, pur- 
J^^nd^terrnmated the 
w'hom be 


ious tranfii6tionj, he fitted 
.j[iis coafts. 


islfeicTSrrntffVvi 


U N G V^I iV, U A G V I N. ^ 

Unguin, The dtct of the ftates defied in the room of HaltO^ 
0»'l]aguin, his coufin, nephew, or as feme hiftorians allcdgc, h 4 ^ natu-^ 
^}d^/ng. ral brother Ihgutn^ or Hagwn, king of the Goths, ^ome 
writers call this prince the Ibn-indaw of the late king, thV 
Meurjiui and Pontamn a^rni, that Haldanes daughter had 
been given in mariiagc to Ebbo^ a northern prince, in her 
father’s life time. AU we know of this reign is, that it was 
Diort and bloody, the cro^ being obftinatcly difputeb by 
Regnaldo king of Sweden^ byN^om Ungujj^ wajj^n. 


. S I PF A ZTT). 

SiwaW, REGNALDO dkj. not, however, Aiccecd ih his deh^, 
34/^ king, for the iiates imdedjately defied Siwald in the room 
dcccafed father. The war ilill continued with Sweden, 
fay, from Regnaldo's continuing his claim, while others af- 


^ Saxo, ibid. 


^ Gram, p. iiOi &1cq» 



ifTksmKik, 

Siwald renewed it whh to 

fathw death. Jpan/mrvr, indeed, fpcaks of the Swedt/h^^ 
as if It had haMpned cowards the clofe of^mW^Ts reign, ai^ 
^attributes thMmffy quarrels in which he was at engaged 
to the hetfwiyot hb daughter, who latfed rontenuons among 
2tll j|,bc 4 }Mhern princes, feme of them ^dr^j^unng to. 
force Siwald to comply with theij^ propofals. Il “ 
*tranradions df his reign are fo vartoufly related, 
affirm nothing of#thb m^Aaich more than, that hedj 
nerate from jhe^ herVic fpiri^^'k^ch had difliii^ui 
all the preceding kings of Dmmafi* His dcapi is 
related a^is hfe, fome wrij^ej^ alerting, tCt he 
kingdomr while others agTrm, 41 

able exile \n Scotland hy I /aco, 

the (on of Hatmind^ wirohad defeated himWa fca-cng^^<^ 
ment; a circumftancc which Saxo Gra^nmatuu^^ Meurj^o, 
and «:^er hiilonans relate of Siwild II. (, 

^ ^ "if 

'«5‘ / Gh*. // Ryir 



red, the' 

‘/ao- 

■f^C- 

moft 
Vioqfly 
U in his 
a mifer- 






SJlf^ALD left behind him three fons, Stgi^y /ilont^h 
Alger ^ the former of whom, by light oflpiimoyni'^ d'^- 
ceeded to his crown. We fay by light 
though ahe jDtfwrr kept in their own hands tnk po^lMMDf 
e1e£iing their, monarchs, Jpct they fcldom Yet afideVil^e royal 
iflue, and particularly Jhe cldell fon, nnfcfsV'Kapacity ^p)mc 
other reaf^n rendered it iTJ?6c(Eiry./JJ3w*^''l)cc, being or "ah 
indolent^ttif!6**^jfpofition, koni»nfttcd^the>C'»j£ of government 
to brother,* a prince of a very diffcrcrjlif caft, and equally 
re<ipe£i:ablc for the qualities of bis body and mind. The fiift 
’jfit of Alfo\ adminiRration, was the fending ambaflTadors to 
demand in marriage Avtlda^ daughter to the king of Goth- 
land \ 2 c lady who, at this time, contrary to the manners and 
difpofition of her fex, cxcrcifed the profcffidn V)f piracy, and 
was fcouring the fcas with a powerful fleet, while a foreign 


. ^ Meurs. SuAViNC. ibid. 

(A) Suanihjfefs ''s^teSj^ thjU ^finglc combat forty Swed/Jh 
Siwald concluded Ins 

marriage to Vhho* i^tharo^ in f warlike atchievements by tiic 
preference to* all the other ri- death of her that eer^ a Swede of 
▼afc and that, affilled by his the greawl strength and cour- 
lbn$n-Uw, he attacked Rggt- age of any perfon of his 
nald and flew him in battle : times (i). 
that afterwards he killed in 

(i) Jhtd. p. 49* 
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prince 



$6 nf Denmark. 

Alfo dif- ' pV^was facrifices to her beauty at the ihni%^ 

puut tht p^ceiving that this mafeuline |ady was rjt to 

DC gained by the uf^al arts of lovers, took t^ extraordinary 
VB^f^rcfoIution addrefling her in a method fflbtf^reeable to, 
her humour. He fitted out a fleet, went in q^ji of her, 
laim by , ^^nd engaijm hef}* in a furious battle, which contniy|i^J ^wo 
arms^ ^•'^days withffit rcmiflion ; “^Jhus gaining pofTeffion of ajicart to 
after^cov’^ only by valour After this con{|ueft of the * 

quinng pdlfo turned his arms ^ainft qthcr -pirates who 

itfrgaj t^j coafts of .in'thii-cxwdition he 

mazoit. f^|^jj^^^|Pa’fl^.t commanded the three fons m Hamund^ 
king of ^»id immediatcl^ntercd upon a^^ipn. Af- 

ter conti^Mg th^huttkole'd^y an engagement, Wnich was 
fought witn^^l night feparated 

il?:*: combatant^|nd next morningpopofals were made for 
oanlacconimodation,* which were accepted by the parries. 
'JTcy each ofr them had I’ufficfcnt proofs of the courjj}*? of 

neither harboumj^^.y ^erfonal 
hcart/'^blcSi^s of fincere 
foil cJ.ivWricfldftiip. Notwithftanding this treaty, Alfo 
thofe againft the Hibernian princes, at the 

*‘\e,thr^ crafty Danijh nobleman, who per- 

fu/l^Kr iim/nat n<^ honour was engaged in obtaining a com- 
plete vi6kv7 over thofe boyifli compiandcrs. In conlequence 
he out a ^£|fr^n^aged them a fecond tinie, and after 
kiiririg Helvin the U’o etdeK of tha brothers, 

was himfclf flai^J^^the ns^ri^l x\{Jrwgabert the The 

vidtorious Hagabm^ Kearing of the extraordinary b^uty 
of the king of Denhark's filter, drelled himfelf in wormy’s 
apparel, and found means to infinuace himfclf in quality V. 
maid of honour to the princefs, to whom he foon ^nade a 
declaration of his fex and quality, and the motives which had 
com|H:llcd him t 6 fo extraordinary a proceeding. His youth, 
beauty, and love, foon wrought upon the aflTedtions of Signa, 
for that was the princefs’s name, and the confequence was 
the lofs of her virtue, and of Hagaberfs life; for the in- 
trigue coming to Sigar^jcm^ he ordered him to be hanged 
upon a gibbet without form Qf trial. fo cruel a 

11 mice to the fond migna^ that ^ N the 

palace, and afterwa.-ds ftrangljW hci1el^J^”^utiVg an end to 
a life which would |c infapportablc to her, after the igno- 
minious caiaftropbc of her lover. Sigar was inconiolAle 
at the unhappy end 6T a fifter and brother he loved wfth 
a lender afiedion ; and his misfortune was a.:'irava-ed 

. I. 17. 
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by 



tfDemaxi sf 

melancholy fiwation of his kiQg^om, 
vad^by a powerful army from JreUnul, Oi^mmanded^ 

HatOt the kinaS fourth fon, who was oamc to revenge tM 
death ofji^Wfethren. SIgar’s grief did not. ^wever, 
prevent «W^akin§k every poifible mcafure for fecurity 
of his«fc*gdoin. He placed guards on >be ^oafts, and^, 
took pofielDon of all th* ttrong>ofts through -Aich Hm«\ 
nwift oifi t 6 Re/Mld ind Letbrny then the refukilte^ot tjyt 

• Jt ^ I t ^11 *UmIa tAFavrv by 

jjto cut 

boughs and gre/>. branches of trccs^^irt ^y held 

in their Irft hands, n,.frhiog with.their dr^n lw\^s in the 

right. 'So extra.-«ain,.rv a ph»n<jmK2flrfs a yp/ing foreft, 

terrified the abandon' 

their pods without tha't^aft rcfiftance s fo t^^ 'tioco met w^iT* 
nojjbftruaion until he arrived with his rrruy hrlLctlha, wj^cr* 

Sigy: was encamped with a Body of forces. A battle cn^fcd, 
and Tfte iituaii^tonarch fell, while Ujw^ exerting acu^j, 
age fuperior to virbaf it was ever imagjpcdltu^pflefled *. f , 

S I JF A L D u/t 

In his room was elefted foy hy'.witfj^ni- Siwaldll. 

mous voice of the people. So eager waf the Vput/^^iiJij to 36/* king. 
expel Haco, or Hacqum as Pontanus cSlls him.iond to rc- 
venirc his father’s death, that he aircmy*»d an arm'/, com- 
pofed o" both fexes, abd gave bat'J^<?^ Jrijh, alter /two 
hatTcifffiaTJJH near half i.is apthy. The .fight continued for 
P'af three dap without viaory's decl'^fing hcrfelf, till Hmo 
r'ffcll towards the clofe of the third day ,» upon which a panic 
■«jmnicdiately feized his troops, who wc.» fiaughtered without 
lilercy by the Darusy until they were fatiatcd with blood. Such 
was the carnage made on the field, that ‘to this day it goes 
bvthena'ne of Valbranay a word dVprefllvc of the horrible 
flau-^hter " ; though Mturfms aHedges, that this afrpcllation 
was*given to the field in which Sigor was defeasod and killed.. 

It is, indeed, the general opinionr that both princes penfhed 
in this engagement ; "and the m#e line of the royal family 
bein*T extinfl, *e <»Qy.*rrunent of the kingdom was commit- 
tcJ'to'fivc .?r ti-.e n?!bi^tyi>-;vho dividctU the authority, 'lea- 
land was given to Hundingy^Schonen tcfpjlmary Funen to Hu- 
na-y and RarUi and Htiher were cho^n to prefide over Jut- 
%nd, which countries would fceili,, to ‘have conftituted the 
whole of the Danijh dominions at that period. In this fitua- 
tion was Denmark governed for the fpace of forty-one years. 


* GaXO, ibid. PoKTA.%'. I. i. ?• 33. * Mtuxs. 1 . n- 
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Harold 
.JTF. 3?^^ 

king.i • 



t^'H^htj cf Denmark. 

m^Ja/i efpoufed GttrUh, <iaugbter to Slfttf/ 
'm^iaikd by ^ means to the throne. 

H a" L DANE 

;e, the third of that name, w#s inferil^^O. none 
cfiofs in valour, and *^110 other oual®fe*o 4 a 
but his ftrcngiia was fo licgiarkable as to procure 
toe of StroTfg. The manner In whicn he gaineih 
the m Gurith his queen to^ a^.e^ IvC'.; air extra- 

ordinari ^^nc£of bis prow<;fsv he flew his own 
fmglf guards, the men who could be 

found, pl^ed rotWd her pgrjbn tv.d j.sl'^^t^pcfs to al^|fuitors ; 
3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ( i m i^i I \u^ chiTfity, ana others, 

;o the policy CTiWp re^enBJ^Wh/ ♦i?V’c^^fible they muft fiir- 
‘'r^f:*cr their a^liljl^ty as foon as (he Vas married. Some 
jicar^ after his ae'e^tjh to the tljrone, he engaged in a Asrat' 
wit^jT/Yr/ (A),*a prince who had been his rival 

battles be- 

' ■ 

y ar.n th3.c 
and^oi'c.rhlr'' 
j the 
jL 

Aftkr 

king, 

//(/ffl/fi^egan his 
fui'cs entered upon 


the of which Haldane was killed, 
igoo^d fortune of his enemy, and rival in glory 


h 


Heir < 


OLD III. 

death (he dates met fqi* the eleidion of a new 
!c fell upon Haroldy th^ fon of Haldane. 
_j^an attempt to com(^ete the mca- 
his the redu<dion 

who had refufed to^Arr^hder their authority* to Halday^ 
though duly eledlcd byl the dates. In this he was more fu^ 
cefsful, having oblige * all the provinces to fubmit to the] 
crown in the fpace <>j a few years. He begun his opcratioivf" 
with declaring war againd Pifet^ who had killed his farh^ : 
him hc^deflroyed at>a fedival, which Vifet gave to his friends 
at the ceV^bration of his nuptials with a lady of Schonen. He 
next direftcd jiis arms againd the governor of Southern Jut- 
landy and foon reduced thaf country, by the death of the gp- 
vernor, whom he flew in ine neld of battle. His next ex- 
pedition was againd ^the regents or ^over nofs of Northern 

* Ibid, eti^ Saxo SeftouTAn, iGId. 

(A) F/Jet was fon to l/tikdinfff fion of Haldane to the throne# 
Viceroy or regent of Zealand. Probable it is, that his refufal 
He fucceeded his father in that lo furrender it was one of the 
office, and kept his authority chief caufes of the wy. 
for ieveial years after the accei- ^ 

Jutland^ 



50 


Tie Hift9fy ef Dtimttrk* 

in whkh ^he ttiet with ihe famor^cccfi* 
and'^mifif folio|^ the fomine,of the other provinces | iittM 
thus the ^ Dmmrk was agaijQ reunited, and att ' 

thofe fubdued and deflroyed in the i^ce of two 

years, vigon^us and intrepid cenduS of Harold^ who 

wag nivf/a ^ond time p> ^claimed king of Dtnmark. Af^ 
ter this^e rci2d^ by foKe to htsjihrone and domnions , 
mnd king Norway;, from whence he had beCTwriven by 
a ftrong^pa^i^ij^lb^t hai>Kjecl;j^d in favour of his 
ing his refi^cbctt'in Ji[oruap\ Alvar king of l|fW/;U«^rJba^hed 
his laft, leaving three fin?' 1 J T®) Olaus^ an(Lx*!**v&\ ^ 9go^ the 
eldeft fit^eeded to but, no^/fatisfiM^ith^^his 

patemai'dominior.. . n«« ^ » Po«‘«- 
lul army, made adMc^^ ' yHi^fytus relates, j 

that the brothers onl^ '^meditated an invafv-t^*,' thc^news of 
a'hiiph coming to Harold^ he immediateS entered Swe'dert^ 
att'-'^ked the forces commanded by Ingo and Oiaus^ whor • he 
flew in held, after entirely rou/ ”ir their army. :his 
defeat obliged Ingell to fue for peac^^apa ac^^pt of the 
which Harold thought fit to impofer**Thc>/>/7^1^^ irioniSh^^ 
equally generous in profpeiity and firm .in 
fuch conditions as higell ought to have been fatjjfficiiwiihM^hc 
feemed to acquiefee, expeding foon to iffou >n of 

wiping oft' the late difgr^^c. Accordingly he invaded Su^onen^ 
while was lulled in profound fccuri^, and caivicd off' by 
violence filler of the Danijh mona(r^..«^'hom he cV|V>ufed. 

HenCe iac war was renewed, profecuted with various fuccefs, 
ard at length*' happily terminated, Hardd^ as juft as brave, 
jreferring an indifferent peace to thc^ moff fucccfsful war, 
which muff neccff'arily be attended wi<,^^ the blood and ruin 
many of his fubjefts. He was (caret returned from Sw- 
rff/i 'beforc the infolence of Ubbo^ lord of Embderiy or pncT of 
thofe ftates which now compofe the cijcle off Iiy^halia^ 
called him again into the field. ,^Jt was not long bpiCre Ubbo He con- 
found caufe to repent his temerity ; for he waj/fefeated and auen Qb- 
ta^cn prifoner, but afterwards fcDat liberty byihc clemency ‘> 0 , hrdof 
of the conqueror. N<ir was tl* s all ; Harild married him tol''n'bden. 
his daughter, fccured^his friencj(hip, /and by his means 
ftrwiig'Jitiled his own‘ intcrfft upoii the continent ; but bis 
fuccefs was not limited to thefe cohqi^^s " ; he reduced fe- 
v*»rgl nations upon the Rhine ^ ioo\i^iY{pJ''andalsj a people iis- 
.iabiting that country on the Baitici, £mated between the 
Vijlula and the £/ir, into his protection, over- run Aquitain, 
and a part of Britain^ which, fays Grammaticus^ had with- 


* Saxo, 1. vii. 
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HaroldV 

cbaraSier. 


Olo, cr 

Olaiis, 
3S//» king. 


Tbi Hiftmj ef Denmark. 

its allegiAn^ from Denmerl fiiice*the death of t'j. • 
tlmnl. But what fets the equity of this monarch in the troft 
confpicuous vilew* 19 .that, after raifing an arfi(^ to puni(b the 
perfidy of Ingell king of Sweden^ he not osdy'v^ from 
the enterprii^ on the death Of that prii^e, pointed 

.guardians ro his infant fon, thougirrthe faireft o^ajl^t« 
.^rcd for amexing Swedet^^o his owi^ominiopff^ a r^re in- 
ftance of^ederation, whicn deferves being record^ in ho* 
^2iai.j>e^ ^5|F>g"5y* youngi£tt2^d^’ki%«.j(ii^n^ of 
his £bh^ti«St kio fooner arrivv^at maturity^ 

than hiAc(nvd!<>/ar''againft his, ^^rous benefadior Harold^ 
the^venm# whic^'was the deaDolci^* is great prince, ad* 
mired cv^by hisVnemios^ftr his fpfNr, his 

yalour, gencWfity^nd 'his jufticc. We find 

l^y^he prepara^^s made for the war,^o what a prodigious 
height of powe^itfirs, monarch had raifed the kingdom.^f 
DenLnarL &dxp Grammaticus relates^ that hts fleet was<dlb 
ferous^afS^to exteiuMike a bridge acrofs the Srana^ fepa- 
f 7 Zealand LAr Sc^oatn i and that, befidcs common fol- 
he mu4pred thirty bioufarid nobility in his army. His 
occyficiped the defeat of this otherwife invincible 
' aiiS o\ liged the Danes to patch up a peace at the 
r^fj/bonc^ ««f|d:hwas ceded to the victorious 

aV L O, or O A U S. 



Th€ glorious iiL./ ..l/,){fas fucceeded by his fiftef's fon, a 
prince of a very oppoj^tc chjraCler to his uncle (A*^. 'His 
, name was O/o, and filS Kc was appointed to the ^overnmeft 
of Schonen by Ringo.^ who likew'ife obliged the Danes to fub* 
mit to the authority /f Hetha^ a woman of a mafculinc fpi- 
rit. Upon their rmionftrances, however, he recalled^ hgr^ 






^ Maurs. 1 . ii. 


p. 30. 


(A). Pern, ^ui fpeaks difJe- 
rcnilv of ihis'Y*’hicc, thoi^h 
wc know not upon \vhat nutid)- 
rity. According to ^ im, (wh 
poUf iTcd the noblefl qu^ittcy of 
mind and perfon, having Uiis 
remarkable circumflancA abj>ut 
him, that his eyes kjl!e\ Idc 
thole of the bafilisk ; rfieanii^i^, 
pcihnp‘5, the flernnefs of his 
countenance, which firuck ter- 


ror into his enemies ; a con- 
jecture which we find fupported 
by a One of the Danijh . 
nobility having rcfolved to fiab 
him, Vhen hp was 
to enter the bath, the grim and 
fierce countenance of Olo made 
him drop the poignard 
he had raifed it to give the fa- 
blow (i). 


^l) Afi'-vr/, /. ii, /*. 3Q, 


5 


and 



7he of Denmark. , Ci 

5.:^ cfompenrated her with the rovereignt 7 of that \ • 
now^tall^ SUJwickj where file built the city of that name. 

Ok he fubftit^d in her place, whence it ^appears thatZ>re- 
,, mark wa^ i^conft^uence of jRi»^a*s viftory, little^orc than 
a prn,vrd™ to Swk£)p^ though "'all the Danijh writers omit 
Ripigo\ name^jn the lift their kings. Whcihrf it was, 
that th^ iSanes \vere une jfy unde«| the adminiftp^on of "a 
prince itn^ed upon tfic.n b^ their inveterate 
Sweflis^ tfiwir dsaff^ arofijf frora * 

cruelty, as ® point < ifpdte^. b)J nifto- 

rians ; certain, that he bj^a 

conlpirary, formed ap 'itv of |)y many bt ^oc chit^ '^nobility 
of the/kingdom, -iftd kinr : a pre- 

lumption that Ulo s mis^j ^ JTe from ^^crfc. «al pique and 
mal-adminiftration, uibre than from the rcO'itmCipt of bis * 

■ fubj^sfls againft the Swedes ^ ' 

o M V N 

OMi^ND^ hys Aliurjius^ was defied, nqt out of ^cgsttclt itAind, 
to his father's niemoiy, but from the cxpc^Slaifcn which 
promifing a youth afforded, of his rcfcmbling p virtue^U/s . 

great uncle When arrived at *agc-, fcfc* nobility Cd- 33** 

vifed him to think of cncrcafing the royal family by marriage. 

This made him turn his thoughts to thd daughter of Ringo^ 
whom he had feen and admired when he viftted the court of • ^ 
that monarch in his youth : but to the accomplifhmcnt of 
his wllhcs there..was an obftadc which fcc determined to fur- 
nfbunt. Ringa had publicly declared, that he never would 
^receive for his fon-in-law a prince whd had not fignalizcd 
valour. To render himfelf wortipr of this honour, 

Oenund entered upon a war with the king of Nof-way^ who 
haddately refufed to pay the uf.'al homage to the cro;^h of 
Denmark^ and a powerful fleet was equipped fir the .tHTCaflon. 

In his way he was joined by Odik^ a prince who Md received 
fomc caufe of difguft to the Swedifls monarchor'/i/w^'<? was at 
this time cruifingwith a fleet of^ the coaft' of Irdcnd^ and 
Oddo perfuaded his new ally, that now^.wvas the opportunity 
for recovering the libertyyof Denns^rh^i^urh’mg the powe/ of 
SweiffSy' and accomplifhing his w’i|hc. /\’iih refpefl to Ringo\ 
daughter. Perfuaded vi'ith thefcl alifunieiits, Omiyid com-, 
^IM«with Oddd's propofal of maMipj^ a del’ccnt on Siveden^ 
which was accordingly executed,/ Ii;t^‘riigence being fent to 
Ringoy he returned inftamly^r the pre-ection of his domi- 
nions, and a furious engagement enfued, in which both par- 


ties 


Aut. citat. jlid; 



€i . fh Bi/tpry t^Dtnmkrk. 

claimed av»£}oiy. To render thu^t more 
%ey recruiced their forces by mutual agreement, and f^ght 
a fecund battle more bloody chan the fornf r, at the clofe 
of Yf\\\cb,Ringo was mortally wounded. he font 

for Omufd/J^ and told him, that now^4ie hadrSp^. proofs 
fuflficieif of hissvalour to mcri<(^he daughtejp^of ,aJvar^ior, 
and theydfpre he fhould contentedly refign himfelf .^nto the 
arms ^ as he had the lit^ii'ipinefs to fe^^ hjs family 

Itr^efl^ei^d bv the alliance ^pf ^^chj'^vlon^-law ; afteV 
whiWw(fds h*x 4 )ircd. ne^expl^ioi were againft 

who •iS/ ^ jd the fovercignty of fome 
pruvuiM of ai\d e^a'DolJ^^d to extend Wr power 

over Dt^ink^k a fca-^ht, but 

not fo deciikely jpe the her forces, and was 

again i^ady enter upon adlion.^^wttfld/ not caring to 
•hazard a defeat ikxii a woman, determined to ii<*n policy, and 
dint of g«ld weaned from Her the allegiance of thi- -A/ir- 
7U[!jut/fs, who (lHc»^<c^*hcr, and afterwards delivered ner into 
tilt: hands ^Aer brother, whom flic bad dethroned, in re- 
V venge for yjhich he put^hcr to death, and was mean enough 
VtP* 0 ' homage to Omund^ in acknowledgment of his fer- 
vr^. Ha\ing honjurably concluded fome other wars in 
whitfh he waS neceflarily engaged, Omund preferved his do- 
minions i/i profound peace for a number of years, and then 
died fioccrefy regretted and efteemed by his people, who im- 
mediately chofc his cldeft fon to fuccccd him.^. He was, 
indeed, a prince equally .(killed in the arts of war ond of 
peace, who had obfitelatcd by the prudence and fuccelSi^of 
his adminiftration, jll memory of bis father’s cruelty \ 

^ S 1 jy A R l\ 

Siwatd, Sh'y^iRD^ Oh his accc/tion to the throne, was compii- 
40/-6 king, mented "•y an ambafly frl^ip the *king of STJualen^ who dc- . 
nianded hi»5fi.fter in marria;J;c. Imagining that this alliance 
might alTift n^vunuing kingdoms always at variant c, and 
prove advantageoL' to both^ S/tctirrf complied, and the treaty 
was concluded. jwas tbe place fixed upon for the 

celebration of the nrpStiaj^ i but tbe Stadijh moni.,x:lt<h^ing 
befcl by ruffians on - read thither, broke off the treaty 
‘and prepared for war,frrcjm a notion that the affaffins had 
been hired by Shvar4 & lijrturder him. Both kings filing 
raifed forces, they met ort .the confines of the fpot ap- 
pointed for a more friendly intekeourfe, and a battle enfuing, 

'' ' s 

* Msuri. p> 31. 


tbe 



*he ««• *"‘**’’' \ %^IU 

Tnitar wA W.« m which SiwarJ was e^>ga!scj, fur- '^‘; 

.por.um.,»lft;'»taj- S,„-lt'..h.*. Such 

viituiy, 'ta ,h,'fll lortW of SiivarJ^ tjftt he loft 

wastreii i.tcels, an '7 \nJ a tcw intbiifiticirtble 

i .nd iSiwcfl P ^-'•‘topctifo l yih^r 10 

Iltc ,0 rtLh'cncthh A^-o-u,*,,. 


Tllioua Jl,- - I 

KUUi-i; vvy .ismaiidcd L;/ u»lC add 

he engaged the ic e -y . ,1;^, Jud of a wound he ,, . ,,y. 

juft as v.,:«.> began to .^cl -. .,,, had given ,./ 

.cecc, h,. the » ^!^:j,;,';; honi li...s Oe-a u,», cuch . 

a mortal b.ow to n » n brave out unloJtun.i'': 

tL\*:i'£o:; X- »';ioy ..(.hh fui,;iic, 
r aho’ f-on, a iV-r-t of ei.V’\\.!lVd oli ami kepi 

j;Le.f4r;;X'; xSoiiJXft.viec.. h,,. u. sic 

7 } ^ T H 1 / i- 

J} irmTL was railed to the throne lefs upori arcouflt of i;.,thul. 

BATHUL was r inconUdc.ablc, than tiom a ^ ^J! >..>s 

his own merit, whi jyfpctl for , 

r^ard the P“P\® A of w »s iiow truly 

the memor>-ofSmflM- , rebellion, her 

deplorable-. m- led, the inoft umlt 

power and cr-dii lunk, ^ courage or ccnducl. 

bably have remaine^, hjjl not tnc 101^ 

^ b^SAXo, I vhi. 

jA, Ti»— E A”i« 

is varioufly related, '? . t Y of funm } upon 


l.sua 






„ .arioufly related, in ms . upon 

pa-irticular atfirming» , ^ j whicll Ire made peace wiili 6 w,*- 
defeated. »d forced I , «> that 

to retreat precipiutely to ^ut‘ S 

W. where he was a fecond 
lime routed by Ac Siltmt, ^ 

(,) MturJ. A *l- M '• 


fallen 



54 , tfmfBJhny ^Denmark* 

, fjltfen upon the means of recovenng i& Kbeit^, rettirntng i 
iiito Zealand^ and of aflciting the di^ni^ Xjf bis anceftor^ ^ 
ivhich was funk during the weak and timid tj^n of his uncle 
Bathulf who now willingly refigned the^buC3|^^ 

Bi^nty, t(f. which he found Itis own (jittgffh 

J A R M C L 

Jamierci,-*.T^-^ endeavours of thi^ herPe prince wefc tOl^cctover * 
40 /i ktn^. the rev^ted pccvMnces, and t^sheir foroAx obc- 

dierfcM He be^hvwith Sic/rrfa' 'rfliat nafl 184 tb© wiw md 
eijpoun^en his ^bje£ls in their rebellfOn, by wnich Qotbar 
the king got polTeffion of Jutland^ and other 

Dmljh provinces^^ /^ifea a gre^^ army* cntcre(nPu;/dlfff» 
defeatea and tnl](^d Jftd ^^ronfequence recovereif all 

T/ir fgjy^fl^at the ^xvedti had taken from his father and uncle : thence 
nS marched \\\^ 6lejwtck and Holftitn^ and r(K)n rejiMced 
rr/ev^ y^/*Hthem : UomSUfwtck he marched into P^mr<nv/^and thence 
to Silefia^ laying all that country under contribution, Vind ex- 
a£ling an oath from t^^ nobles, that th^ would pay homage 
and a yearly tribute to the crown of Ijenmark. In a word, 
he not only recovered in a Ihort time all the countries his 
aficellors had ever poflefled, but greatly enlarged the bounda* 
ries 6 f the Dnmjh fovereignty. All this profperity was not 
unittended with a fiixture of adv^t^ty and domeilic misfor- 
tunes, which more than counterbalanced the power and 
grandeur of Jarmerct, He had dittovered an iatngue that 
wa^ carrying on between a beautiful young lady he had taken 
for his fecund wife,* and Broder^ a fon he Mhdby hisforoner. 
Enraged at a crime fq unnatural, he gave orders they (hould both 
be inttantly put to death, a fentcnce which was executed 
cordingly upon queen ; but his fon found meafis, thro* 
tfii* favour of his keepers, to elcape, and raife civil cqduno- 
tion^^hlch eiHcd onl^ith the life of his father, whom 
he bet^^d, took, and p\^to death, in a ftrong caflle i^hich 
Jarmerd ^*^d built as ajretrcat iiwcafe of any unforefeen 
change of fS!k*ne. It i/true, that bothTlie queen and 
der were innocet^ of the crime lad to their charge, the 
whole being a comivanjbe of Buco's^ a nobleman of great 
rawer and ambitifc, ^o, out^f refentment^r so 
janrurciy wanted tV dilradt his co^mcils. Such was this 
* man’s art and addref^ tikt he fomented &ii quarrel bewern 
the father and foiip tp a height, that notwithAan^fhg 
filial duty on the one fideS-smd paternal aflTedlion on the 
other, (ftongly urged them lo a reconciliation, they ucre 
both made to believe that their iecurity could only be cffedled 
by the death of the other. Thus ended the glorious aemn of 


face ^ 


h fiU /# 
death iy 
kts ovm 



• inftfumontt, »*o o^ m 

j85L >^. c JTtoi «"y -to*- 

• B O D E R- 

B»n'bP» fucceed^»^w fathert 'throne *^** S®*' 

. foon had reafon to iTl)ent+‘^^* 

mmousvoiceofttept^e* ^ j,i» „ign 

the particulars of his llle t 

S J Jt L D m. ' 

u- »ite ritrreeded bv Siwald lU. a prince who M arnv^ shwald 
Hb Wjh wc y raifed tc ^e thtpne. The U<nf- ju, 

jSsoS:.Stt *“» 

"^’’st^ALom. ml ssio. 

^ Un^xtr T>*nmart beeaii to rclutnc btt wonted vigour, and 5j^ygy 
-r^ 5 r^rcd upon the recovery of Schmn, a^ them. 
yiinediately foon"’oWigcd to fubmit, and Snio. 

w ^ure the crown i.%hB family by ^- 
• A-^nU Tent ambafladors r*' demand tlw. aaugli- 

U^Hhi *’•6'. P^”?’ SJsJrSfed 

sr^iSbS. fat to d»« iMo s»<*>. 


dwluicd the I.J. inmuM defeated, and 

- •• 


• Saxo, ifc PoaT|^. p. 34- 
i|oDfH**T. Ypi. XXXII. 
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fbel^tety 


rious Sttto* The king of Swedm olltTicd kis ivardi wiu wimc 
fte was enjoy in|; «II the pleafares of love, was fuddenly de- 
fpoiled of Kis wifjg and treafure, by r^^defeent made onP 
bis kingdom by who carried her triumph » This 
rapcgavc{ycafiontoaIong<anc[^Joody*war^^"-h"wastc> 

. ^^^^p^f miiiatcd'by a greater misfortune, ftlfotlyliils ti'aHAg levied 
WA/‘» their ^’u'^jeas, hardly any perfoi; were left to <r-rfava 4 c the 
Denmark, ; t}\ con feq.u cnee bf wb» * *Jwas a cruel famine, that 
undocca- caificJ off incredible number^ of people. This gavb 
/'<7;7iA^iir-birrh to a lawii, prohibiting, on paff^f death, that a fmgle 
grain fcof*cor{^\fliould be converted into malt, or ufed in any 
po/aU diher manner dian bread, of which the rich were in equal 
nvhieh want with the poor ; biie th?s edift not having* the dcfired 
ganjej^jrth it was p(K>pQf(ol by ^^<7 zv\i^iEbbd^ two •noWemen of* 

\qS Jutlandy or o?' fomc other tlho^pamjb provinces,' tnat all 
‘*^he old men andL c^hildrcn lhoul 3 either be put to death, or 
. compelled to fcck for new habitations in foreign cchntiics. 

Intelligence of this execrable fcheme coming to dars of 
^ ^pamborffy or as other writers call her the Ring’s mo- 

383/ ® womai» of aiV*hcroic fpirit, Ihc immediately entered 

the council chamber, ^and in a very pathetic fpeech, repre- 
fented the inhumanity of facrificing* their aged parents and 
innocent babes, whq.wcre unable to* fccure themfelves pof- 
fcilioiis in foreign countries. It would better become, flic 
obferved, the piety and valour Ibf the DaKcs to fend forth 
their young men upon expedition!^ which required flrength, 
vigour, and health, artd thus fupply the wants oV the infirm, 
weak, and aged, by 4 cavTng them their flpre of the public 
flock of provifions. This, fhe faid, would anfwcr the fame 
purpofe as barbaroufly facrificing with their own hands, thofqi 
kaoi^who gave them life, and thofe innocent tcnc^er b^esJ> 
^hofe "fupport drfp^nded on their parental fondnefs^r Shi 
pepofed, chat if tjjc ^flterprizc appeared fo dang-^ous 2I. 
to Burify any of the rpbilicy from taking the Command 
this colony, to rad it in perfon, and banifh kerf# 1 
from h^ i^.itive foiy for the fake^ of her counti^, 
the fake of’xunianicy, and every pni^iple the moU df 
and valuable ic a true-born Dah, Snio immediately » 
ceded to her pn^fal, and ailembied the nobility and con\ 
mons to .fettle fee plan of migration. * IcT^thif *ai!WRblT“ 
• it was agreed, tut every ninM in Denmark an^ 

the provinces, able to carry arm«<fliould compofe# th2*^o- 
lony ; that it Iffould be conduced by Agge and Ehbo \ and 
that the place of rendezvous fhould be that province lying 
between the Elbe and the Oder % and waflicd by the Baltic^ the 

* Saxo, ibid. Fontan. k Meurs, lib. cuat. Suan. p. <^3. 

antiant 



amicnt^name of ii not detcrmificd (A). 

nteans plenty was iMMucm in Dutmari^ and Snh lived in 4md death 
peace to a good havinjg by prudence and con- j^Saio. 

du£i reftored his,9dte|k|^o its anticnt fpicndor,- and with- 
out a Tindti his reputatioot except his carr)'ing 

off by force JWirv, which\may ^ looked 

upon^s^l^caufe cfMUhe fJrcadful misfiMiuries wlfii^h aft^r-^ 
wards at^ndbd him by a c ^el and ruindus war, a flill* 

-tnore dcttrudBve, famines arc*^ot informed \y any hif- 
toriaii, whether father reiigned ^e threme 

or whether he died fuon affair he had taken hhh a partn^fh 
the throne. p * ^ J 

B I 0 Jl ^ O.^ ^ 

his roT^lBcyeeded ^ prinuc of little meiitBiorno^ 

according to Saxo Gtammuticus and AleurfiuSy thoM^ Lyfchan^^ 4^/ i kw. 
der^ jfontanuSf and SuaningiOi affirm, that the male/oyal line i 
wkH^xiSf^l in Snio. All writers indeed Igfcc, tha/here 
chafm oAfvvo hundred and ninety-eight years h\ the Dam/h/ 
biftory, Diortio alone {landing in the fpacc between Snio and 
Gormo s that is, from the year 401 nktv the birth of 
to the year 699 of that tcra ; a period this the mofylnify diji^ 

but obfeure in antient hittory, duridg which all tho^ very coft* 

extraordinary migraticJns were made from the northern coun- 
tries, which deftroyed the Roman empiVe, and wholly clfangcd 
the face of affairs in Eur<fe. Pontanus and ethers, to fill up 
this ebafnj, relate the expedition of the Wandali^ Longobards^ 


(A) Various^jyre the conjec- 
tures of hiifonans and critics 
concerning the time of this mi- 
gration the place where the 
eftabllfhed itfelf, and 
the d^|;mion of their name, 
all agreSihg that they were 
called Lombards afttr their de- 
parture, and IVinnult^ or Wimh^ 
before. The Dumjh writers to 
tf^an affirm, thatttife famine 
which occafioned the migration 
hajupenec^ i^tt^cr/p'^reign; the* 
Pasdus Dtaccnusf andtfj|^^wri- 
ters, make it later. a 

Vrjjier of credit, tflmS^tbat 
they fettled in the ifle of Rugen 


afid country adjacent, till the 
year 484, when they removed 
themfelves into Pannoniaf and 
other jjrovinces of the Roman 
empire.^ As to theif ..na^ne, 
ibM»e den'^e it from their bea^A, 
Long^Barb ; others from cheir 
we4(^ns called Barden^ f ox Lon- 
go Ardens ; but •dc curious 
rcadc# will find k fatisfa^lory 
account of tK*^' people, whether 
Lombards ouLongohardt (for we 
make a dilinflion} in the nine- 
teenth vojime of our Antient 
Hiftory,#^p. 12. 497. li ft* 
quittt (1). • 


(1) Vtd &Cot. Prottg, Htfi.Oet, f, 53. C^Peotan, Ibfi. Don, /. iU. /. 39. 
ad p. 57, Radhee Atslant, r. i. 
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6s TieHiJlcfyo/Dcnmiok. ^ ' 

Lombafdsj and other northern rteiioift, giving at ^ fame 
time a long lift^of Saxon and Swdifi> kings; but 'as tbefe 
'.natters relate nothing to our ki(flT^ weA^nk it more fa- 
tislaclory intirely ^to pafs over this refumc our 

" hS^ftAne in thu 


narrative with Gof mn^ who wm eledj’cd 

yc^r 699 !^r 7Q0 after the birth (8j ^ 

g'O R M.f:) N I. r 

:c 


Go/njonl 
5 zd 


etn 


and 


-4#*‘ 


G O R N I, 

“C ;• * 

,/l^:fORDiNG to Lyfchandet^ Gohnf^ was the P 
fev.^.'d''monarcjT. who wielded ihs l^ahijh feepter iiom Dan^ 
and prince tli^’. n^oft extraordinair of his age;, not for the 
uQjafo^alities of a king, but his profound Ikill in magic, 
and dc^) peiicfratTon inu/^the* feertis of nature- We mutt 
refer th^ rewrit r li ilie,wonderful tal^i/dieVill iiWl- rM-p^cd of 

' 9 . his mag.jC fkili hy who afetibes them all to a^^ftridl 
^,/^rrefpoiKjfM'v manuained with the parent of dc^ceir • 

"•^'^incy mighV p... lor truth in the age of that entc. *•'"!- 

V ‘ :cr, but they will fcarcc furnifh amufcmeiit in ihefe en- 

V lightened tiuies, where even f dion f;!f requiri LuC aflift- 

ai. probabilify. knvivv only for certain of this prince, 
that n^‘ lived to an advanced age without engaging in any 
wars w\th his neighbours, and was fuccccded by his" fon Gotrick^ 
furnamed the Ge>urous 


a O T R 1^ C K. 

fco'iick/ Some writers call this prince Guitlach^ and ijfhers Cod- 
S^d kifig, fred\ but wc chufc to Tol[ow the authorin' of C»vrm t* 
and Pcntiinus, In the fifft year of his govr-rnhi-nt ' c Sax 
rebelled, and he raifed a powerful ..my to fuppi ti 
which he foon cfFedle^ by giving them a lii;n ' oveiUirow, 
y^id.g^ihliging them, ijpon the birth of a m/h princo( tt< 
fe\j a prefciu ro the'ISnjr'of an l.jndrcd riolii whi^liorfes, 
in token of their fubmi^on and valfalage to ihc^own of 
DenmahL In.n.cdiately' ‘Virter, he married the princeft or 
ibiuiing at the Vame time an ambaflador into Sivc~ 


^ .Vyr^uRs. p. 36. 

(B) To fupply chafm, 
Lyd^hauder in his Gel^^^alogy of 
tiip Dump kings, antT Stainin’- 
grus in his Chronii^n Danuum^ 
give the following table of 
kings; o'/z. R^iil'U, Swan I, 
Guititu'h II. Hi^rold IJ f . (accord- 
ing to them ;) ErcLifl, /Vr- 


• Sax#, 1. 8. 

I9ir0;f^ ll. Q'ltond^, to v/hbifT 
{\iCC¥^^iorno his ion, whom 
we hyp.^de the fon and fuc^ 
ccBMof Snie, Of thefe piftces 
they give no account, nor have 
they even quoted their autho- 
rity for inferting ^hein. 
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Jen^to appeafe certaxnltupXiIts which broke out at 
neraldietof thatl^ingdM the ambalTadofs autlu^iit/ 

was derpifed, nJMw killed by a largef (tone thrown at 
him in thd'^rtrob ; » whi<;h Gotrick it his duty 

to punith **. * In coi^^^^ce he invaded/owc'^t’vl defeated He fJ>duu 
the funaued i^he w'hole coumtry, aij punil|^d*SwL‘dcn. 

^the perftfns c^cerned iq \^y?^murd#r of jhis amb«ador with 
"la hc\*vy fine, ocarce hjicJl^neVeturncd mem iw/iw 
Saxony was over- run ^^f^bgrltmagneh 3rmy,^-.vhile fwWt^T? 
lord of the country, unaiRe to rcfift fo pr)toAt a force,lim- 
plored the alTiftancc jaf ^/ritvp, whofe filler tie had 
and the pr<5iiiii'*J 'Win fpcedf fjccour, Saxony 

beca^jl^^e /aw the* llity of checl )io ^rowiiil: power 
of Ci^lemagne^ who like an imp oii ti* lu, tlnc^ened ' 
fwaildw up all Europe in one univeri niichyw 

^rtreat to oppofc the Saracens pPcf cured S battle 
t us time ; with the main army i but fume pdft| which he; 
mainui'it.u 'vere torced, aivl his troops drivenj^itc out of 
Saxony, Wh/n Churlu -i^nf .v^Lurn^id from 
ient ambailadors to rcniu ilrate to him, Saxony a 
fief of Denmark^ which he thought hfmftlf bound to j/ote£L 
He therefore requefted him not to dilturb the peace of that 
country, which would neceflarily reduce the Danes fo the 
(‘cccfiitv of oppofing hin» with all their poweV, a meafuie 
. i-at woul^ not at all be agreeable to a people who entcr- 
i'i-.s d the higheft refpeft for his ipajefty. As Charlemagne 
gav' no ernlicji anfwer to thif repnonftrance, Gotrick rc- 
folved to < )rce it by arms, and accordingly Tent a power- 
ful re' 'force* -^ent io yivchond^ which enabled him to drive 
the it S the banicr tuwns, and garrifon them with 

ou ns. Charle?nagne^ offended at this pic'i'limn- 
tion, army under Conrad*, So reduce all Saxony' to 

bis (obedience ; but this general waif defeated, and his army 
oifp^ijed. Enraged at the indigincy, Charlemagne enfertd 
Saxony at the head of an army, ana .by forced marches had 
r.,*wrl^ furprifed Vitkhon^^ who fled precipitately and took 
{belter with Gotrick beyond the Elbe. His army being defti- 
tute ,of a cg 3 jm;i..dcr, became an cafy prey to the French 
monarch* who to ftrike terror in the inhabitants. 


ordered above fouB 
Whiph he rq^ired 
the towns ^ 


^o ftrike terror in the inhabitants, 
|^»nd Saxons to^be execuv'J, after 
t^nik^rmy, leaving ftrgng garrifons in all 


^ MavRS# & Gram. ibid. 


* PoNTAN. 1. iii. Msurs. 


COTRICK 



yo Hijlofy ij/’pcnjpaffk. 

Gotrick ' CO%^RICK no fooner had awcjf of this defeat, than he 
ncovers Ipd his army intq that deplorable c4ktai4j^,'texpelled all the 
Saxony French garrifons, )and reduced it fbriff^^bedience^ 

fecendtime. Ugon his return xi^enmark^'^h^ Chaitlimagne pro- 


.pofed fc'iiing nisipn Pepin witlr a wghty army- to invade 
the province# upon the coAinent, and *'eioIved to op- 

potiq him W^th an <;4iial force. . {^?^]evied a pmdigious army, 
* laftdJji'^jipped a fleet of above thrccpjjj^drcd large (hips, with 
wMii he propped making a defeem ,oVi thc^ coaft of France^ 
and Vy this mAhs to weaken Pepir^^ army. In a word, fuch 
ivrts ^valour, condu( 9 ,j and force of Go- 

tricky ^^i Gharlemagne^s empire was morb^cis^uigered 

than fra,n this formidable enemy, had not an unforef^tjacci- 
V dent, a\^his ufual good fortune, faved that powerful mcnarch* 
jRilbftcr GA id haA^)Yer-run Eaji iFrieJlandy and fome otw pro- 
"'C vinces beynging to the enemy, leading his atm^'^flra'. Ju 
y " Aix-la-Chi^elle^ at that time the capital of Chrlenu/^^e's cm- 
Js treeulc -iPiTc ; he wa^ (tabbed in his tent by a ccntinel, bribed, as fame 
wiiK'^if imagincjuby Pepin, to remove this dangerous rival to 
dered. his f^cr's glory. Other writers imagine, that "this unworthy 
aftion was committed by his own fon, in revenge, for his hav- 
ing repudiated his mother, and taken another wife. Be this 
as it will, certain it is that the great Gotrick fell by’ the hands 
^ of an aflTaflin, at a time when he was about to difpute the 

empire of Europe with the greateft monarch of sihc world, 
Gotrick^ leaving behind him the fe^tation of a juft, brave, merciful, 
chareiler, munificent prince, ^oflefled of every qustky which could 
gain the love of his own fu^c£ls, and the clteem and rgf- 
pe£t of all other nations. That he was the dread of his 
mighty competitor, d^pears from the excefllve and ihdycent 
which Charlemagne cxprefTed on the news of his d^ath **• 
The exafl time of this event is difputed ; but Sucxtilffgiusy and 
fome of the beft writers^^ place it in the year Sox after Chrifi. 


plaus III. GOTRICK being killed, his ddeft fbn Olausy the third of 
55/^ kiftg. that name, was eleded king of Denmark. Tbic prjnce js.en- 
tirtly omitted by many hiftorians, Aa^.*fj''rs place him after 


Htmmingy though Saxo Grammatii^^P^. Meurjins expredy 
fay, that he w;is the fon and jjbcx:eflQr of OUrich 

Ofausy while he was endeavouring iS bring to juflicc the 
murdercis of his father, had the minortune to involve him- 
fcifui a civil war, in which we have rcaibn.td believe he 


SuANixq. p. 63. 





The Driimark; ^ 

pciiiJicu, inough we do vo^nd diis circumftance mentioned 
by any witter ht^ ^ ^E t^ h^Bmeranta. 

• \ *fl t % M J ^ G. 

A«oj»mNb to th^"‘}«»fhe author, he 'Vao fucoieded hy| 
niS'^ily child, l.ie firft ad of ^is princw Idmii^- 1 


tcded hyHem- 
ladrou/i-ihin*. 


Ac^ojRmNG to author, be 'Va% fuccieded ^yHcm- 

hr5’'A4y child. 'Lie firft z& of y^iis princ« Idmiih- thing, 
^tration was t6 Anclud&ajtrt^JX with Lewk the P/6g[,*fcttli|g 56// king. 
the limits of wir rerpl^t^e dominions, wb^ch was 
to the fatisfa^on •parties, withoucyny crit^l^hV"" ' • 

jnent on the boi/ndar^^f Denmark^ nowAomprehenmg 
great part of the (?>^^i||^ontinenC. After reigning fomwco 
years, \^h g'eil^p^uic^ thif exeolIentantiftiaTeh^yitjb^I 
his hdiAreath, and his kingdom to his two ^oufins^ 

$2waf\ and Rtngo^. ^ • 


‘ V "Iff^^RDandRl^lslG 

^ divided between them, a*n^ c^nftant^f^ar^j ^ 

jcaloufy and drfpetual wars enfued, by wbich^is potent^^*/ 
kingdom be^ to dwindle, and lofd'tbe rffpeA it k^rSfKiAgo« 
long commsuwd from the furroundjng dates. At Im the 
condition of thoNDdtff^l became deplorable. Siward^s fobjeSs 
depofed him, and railed his infant foi^ Rcgmr to the throne, 
which furnifhed his rival Ringo with a fair occafion of tnvad* 
ing Zealand and Schenen^ where he met with little refinance. 
Immediately on his arrival he threatened with the mod cruel Civtl ^ * 
and ignominious death, all the^iidiabitants who refufed to wan in 
acknowledge hTth for their king. Ifi this critical fituation, Denmark, 
the people defired he would permit them to deliberate upon 
h;s prt^ofal, which being granted, they aflembled to debate 
op the pieafures which they ought teP purfue. On the one 
hand >k|^ir adefiion, and the oath they had fworn to Regnet , 
incline^fifttny of the inhabitants to remain firmnn their duty; 
on the other, the power and d^adful menaces of Ringa 
terrified them. Various meafures 'were propofed, and all 
vffiUk attended with g tbouiand difliculties ; in confequcnce 
of which the aficnlbly was ready to break up without coming 
to any conclufion, when Regner^ though then but twelve 
years of in the following manner. “ To what RegnerV 

“ purpofe is it, friends, to irritate a powerful fpeech to 

“ ^emy, by anrtilvTriV^attachment to an unhappy prince, htsfnends^ 
‘‘ whom 3^ not^rength fufficient to dcrend ? As 
defercing your king, and living from your colours with* 
out urgent neceifity, would be a crime of the mod 


^ ScripCor. citat. ibid. 


F ♦ 


hrinous 




1 % 7%# Denmark, 

heinous^ iiatura^ adheringr to f^em at the Rtzaserdt* 
•« you}* own livesj 
‘‘ the caufe in \ 

“ and a trefpai's ; _ 

“ infom^ciifes fj allowable: be Dradtfed in a 

norc ft ca’ijfe'^hah the prefei/r^ot^ with moii^ prqbabi* 
!ity op^cctfs? You muft Arcive the>J#my^ou are 
•* imabletV com^; yo6 muljpi’^unvrfcit ftfcAiflion, until ‘ 
^^K/cipahon o^s of refuming principles, recalling 
“•yiaj/king, a^d throwing off of/the opprelTor. 

“ AVverfe fortune is never fo eafil^ft^; mounted as by yield- 
it.” This fenfible oration ti^nV.phild, determined 
them tojjoiititv hu advice^ *as foon Sis rijc^iraJconv^ed him 
lafe intoj^ffrwy. accordingly funmitted to Rin^ and 

immedia^ly gave notice of their intention to Siward^ who * 
^^out R;iitatior\jf^uck his tents and marched to giv^ bj;- . 
It ath It hisVrival, equally defirous of corning to a^^e^/c 
/ ya^ion. lUe^armies met and engaged with iir^^ijfiad 

gj^^^untiliiiwij'o V^is killed and viflory had deefardu in favour of 
nta^dycriary, wl>o had iikewife received a mohi^l wound, of 
wbicl^e died the next 43y > and happy had i^en for 
mark had this event happened earlier, thougj^ each was de« 
ferving enough of the crown, had he *enjoyed it without a 
comp^icor. It was their rtvalfhip and ambition that reduced 
the kingdom to its melancholy fituafion, and the continuance 
of their wars would probably have made way fQi» its total 
conqueft by fome foreign power \ 

• 

R E G N E R, 

Both thefe princes^being removed ly death, Rtgn(r was 
lUb king, recalled from Norway^ and replaced in the throne (A). . As 
foon as this prince had fettled the domeftic oeconojp^f his 
kingdom, which he found intirely ruined and confounded by 
the late civil difeords, he Aarched into Norway againft Fret, 
king of Sweden, who had invaded that kingdom, imagining 
that he could ealily reduce it before the Ikmtion of the Ddiiti^ 
would admit of their fending forces to its relief. Free had, 
indeed, defeated Siward king of Norwey, and gjj^t prifqpen 
of his wife and daughters, before Regner, He 

* Saxo, 1. ix. Mavas^Ci. 


(A) Auihors diffir conftder- not a few Ragnifrid. We have 
ably in the • nhography of this adhered to the ortho^phy of' 
prince’s name, fome calling him GrammatUus, Meurjtm, and Pen- 
Regner, others Regin/rid, and teanu. 
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Denmark* 

them, jjnmtl ^ viir|in8 who had Tallea inhi hh 
bandsj^ to the mc^ crw kQ^i^ities and^fults, whilh made 
them i^ceive their deliverer, l^c indigoltion 3 f 

, this prince ii^as^o^^igiVy inflamed by their piteous relations, 
that he /iiarehed in^kn^^v^ainfl; the barbarous conqueror, and Gravity 
gave hjirtubattle •, bl^t ^rlii a very dubioiti eient,j|jfl)ti] Lath- of L.ath- 
garthoy a of arr Jheroic dirpofitio^, who md. bcci;^ ra- gartha, a 

viihed by tHefrrutal entered ^he ralfiks, anc/fwith lady 

dible valour,rdrove tl^^^edes every wherevhefore hc.r,%^ili^e,<Nor- 
opened a way*^^ whom (he^ thr^j^^^hc way. 

' b^y before he was r to guard agafnfl her fur£iis at- 

ta':k •*. The flni({;ed by this dccifivc afti|?T% Ji^g- 

nervfyt fo captivajR with the bramy viJ^rgcf ^hat he*^^&"5*’ 

foihm her of her relations in mfrria^«,and obtaineqlher with 
difficultyi JP 

-AiJixj Kin ojinfi king’s refidence in thcjlovince^pi’ 

^Aomn znA^f^tland revolted, and fome commotims were cx- 
cite(i'«b),.?>,^^^. ; his prefence foon reduced afflirs to theif* 
former firnatk^, but not till he bad given batcl^nd defeatoj^ 
the rebels^ A of whom he generouily pardoned, exccorin^a 
few of the fe^Ieaders, who were jeferved for an exemplary 
punifliment. revolt foon however broke out, and 

was fuppreiled with the fame expedi|ion and vigour ^ to this, 
fucceeded a third, and to that a fourth, which obliged him to 
treat thefe obftinate delinquents with more feverity, and to put 
it out ot» their power to difturb the courfe of government by 
their rebellious and reflilefs difpqfltion. 

REGNEJRf^ marriage with 'the» valorous Lathgartha was 
unfortunate ; for (he was fuppofed to afpire at the crown in- 
dependent of her hu(band, againft whofe life (he was unjuftly 
thought to harbour deflgns ; upon the difeovery of which he States * 
repO^iated her, and demanded in marriage the daughter of Ha- Lathgar- 
roth kihgvof Sweden. Before he copid obtain this lady, it was tha, 
neceflary he (hould fight the two greateft bullies in Denmark. 

This be performed with fuccefs, having killed them, and, in 


Ci}i9fequencc, gaingd the prize, which had been contended 
for by all the fdrrouiiding young princes, inflamed either 
with love or ambition. By this lady he had feven Tons, Rath- 
heft^ Siward^ Bhrno^ Jgne 7 \ and Ivor. In Harold 

the mean timettijAjp\02^/ threw ofF the Danijh yoke, and proclaimed 
chofe a king, <T^y called Harold Klang ; upon wtych king ly tba 

iffgner rSt&ztl army m Denmark^ and aeinforced himfelf by Cimbri, 
a ftrong body of auxiliaries from Norwayt which was after- 
wards ftreoKthened by a fleet of ona bundi^ and tvetntj (hips ^ 


Saxo, p. lyi-a. 


of 
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of wart^wbich Lathgartha had eqVjj 
7hifideUiy cQininaif Jed in perfen. Regmr was^ 
and eeur- aiFe£ti6n ; but flic frankly told 1^’ 

on his fide could wean her from her d/I; 
8*^* volt from tlft allegiance flic owed, 

viMfct Vii fays flicL the charms of i 



73e of Deafi|arJ|;. 

for his (erv^, 

^ at this inftancp 
o jnconiJancy 
T oblige hp to rc- 
lis fuUedtVnd his 
psprfojo^^fstded in 

yourleyes»*i)^is requlite ti^at I flioViu 'endea^^ to^fiipply 
tha^ofs by oVher qi^tics, more cofl^upm to }^r glory and 
ttaS^ooftr^f thefe^ngdoms Su^W'^.s the J^enerous re- 
venge^hich thi^noblc lady toolcC/^^^.’^c iipif^lity of her 
fpoufeJl He marched with his army dtrliyiv againft the rebels, 
andtegu'Wq -svhlch.oontinued ^ ffli^fcat warmth and 

fpirit witl>3uC appearance of advantage tr^^lchcr fide, 

^^ward^ thtfonof Rfgf^K was killed, which occafioncd 
^^nfufion Wthc wing of the army heVon 

jKfgmer he^ng of inf fon’s misfortune, flew 'lE^JC 
'.along the]inp,dexhorting his men not to add tov; 
by their mifemdud, and rallying them with ^^ntfffigfTpirit 
lard rcfolutioii^while Lathgartha led on the win^hc king bad 
left, arrl^puflied the enemy with fuch irreflftiblewlopr, that 
they wcHf broke and totally defeated. ^ 

Having fettled the affairs of this country, •^^warded, and 
refreflied bis foldiers, he fed them without delay into Saxany^ 
which he refolved to punifli for its frequent revolt to the em- 
Hafuhdnii peror. Arriving here with a fleet of two hundred ^fail, he 
Saxoi^y. landed his men with fuch expedition, that the Saxom were 
fubdued almoff as foon as tTie]»had intelligence of his arrival. 
Regncr The emperor Lothariusy fhen encamped with"^ a* large army 
dtfeau the on the Elbe^ gave battle to Regnery and was defeated ; but 
emperor the Danijh monarch was prevented from purfiiing his vid^ry, 
Lotharius. hy diff urbances that were raifed in Sweden after the death of 
their king Harothy whofe children the nobles bad driyjs^out 
of the kingdom, raifing ene of their own numbefto the 
throne. Regner fent his forft with an army to reinllate the 
royal family, which they foon effefled by a fignal defeat, 
given the ufurper. Sorlusy fo the ufufpipr was call^^i 
finding himfclf unable to combat tffb forces of the king 
of Denmarky fent a herald to dcfire that the ilj^g^might ^ 
decided by fele^ling a certain numbe^^^|^^^c::an^%ut of 
each army ; a propofal that was acce^M^r/i^r chofe one 
Scardoy the moft famous fwordfman feai^ 

ions for his feconds;* and on the flde of the Dane^ymt thr^ 
princes Bhrroy Fridlfffy and Ratbbert offered themfcives. 
'rhe combat began in fight of both armies, and Scarde be* 


* Saxo, ibid. Msvas. p. 40. 



!ng kTItad, Strhu and\fsf Children, onaUe to fianAantnft frmf-tt 
the fu>y of the princes, were _ fooA forced tJ /n^it it- 

his fata,, Thit^ tbirqu^l being obtained,' the Danjb army tnvten 
attacke^ the obtained aii cafy and decifive RegnerV 

viftory/.^ t ^ * three fom^ 

It woulv&^i^pearir^gt Bjgner went ^in perfons^o Swedet^i^^ the 
for we arc tqW* thaihere he cafried rai an irfrigue w\ih 
perfon^of fafl^ion, he had a fon,, palled Ubb^ 

born under ar.'unhaj^ifg^I'mct, fays Meurjiu^ afccrWs.'ns c:£h- 
-trived to dethrcrfte tbyi that begot^KL^rJ* *' 

The death o£riTS«8J^, his bclovea wife, fo gricvoj^lly af- 
flifled tbrfOe 'found it *ifcceni»r,‘^J! J uI.^'Ti'Jhis mind 

by-^/giging in forno foreign war. Accordingly hc^publifticd 
an ordering all his fubjeeb who were harrs^ed either 

witJ idle ^cV^ren or fervants, to fc^ them'^h him for 
•VnploymcnfiV As foon as he had ra'iled a fuMcient foVee, 
be put the a^i^irs of his kingdom in the beft dtcprt and corn- 
ixiitted chem^itb the care of a council, compofrj of twelve of 
the moft prudent and weighty men in Denjnark. Affer whiiAS 
he embailo^his troops, and made fo fuccefsful a defeent on 
Britain^ fhort time he reduced the ifland, not even 

die Orkneys efcaping his arms. In his return to Denmark^ he 
appeared fome commotions, fet oii foot \n Norway by the 
oride and ambition of fcveral of the nobility, who afpired at 
the Prown. He was not long in Denmark before he married 
a third wife, by name Suanloge^ snd had by her three fons, 

Reynoldj Wiifxvc^ and Erickn " 

The next exploits of this conqueror were performed in the He defeats 
Hellijpont^ againft 'Dio king of that C9;i6try, anciently called Dio king 
who refufed to pay certain duties which had always My fia. 

beep, claimed by the anceftors of Regner. Thi; war eqded as 
fuccPn/fvJJy as the former; upon which he turned his arms againft 
the Ruffian^ who had lent cqnltderable affiftance to Dio^ 
by which he was enabled to prolong the war. We are told 
fay the Danijh hiftorians, that this rude people confided more 
in the power of incantations, charms, and their fki II in ma- 
gic, than in arms ; chat they raifed fuch ftorms of hail and 
Tnov^fj aswed^ifd the Danes to the laft extremity, and had al- 
moft conque^e^ fanainc, who had always proved in- 

vincible in s^f^fftSa^-lJ^egnoTf after lofing^ near half his army, 

SWks forih^^b retrean^ito Courlandf whgrc he was kindly Vcl- 
comtd and furnilhed with every neceiTary which the country 
affbr Jed. Incenftd at his late dif^race, he again entered Rt^ 
fta^ with* a refolution to bring the favagt monarch to adilion, 

^ {bid. etiam PeVTAN. L V. 
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76 . , ^ Hifkok of pentkv^. 

The king of for <e he iS^caIl|i^> icitthang jLtifm*% 

rf.turn,mad procure J a ftrong liod)F.j^ ai^iiian^^ Trdm the 
king ov^Finland^ whofc troops werwhs^^e^ng expfert in 
throwing the lance. Relying upon jJjilSijJufcours, he ;'>cntured 
to attack ih^, Daifei^ unable, on ac^j^Mnw of the ijiourkains of 
ice and fnt»v, to extend their win^, drawer ifrofdcr of 
battljp. Regwir^ for this reafon, kepf'irt jis cail^j'^nd hatch- 
ed ^e oppoVtunicy finding the esegry unguirded. Next 
• nig|j|it Evented t)te happy occafioa^i^^ wifhedl^ for ; upon 
whioK^ led his lymy with the v^di^ and filencc ^ 

in the Middle of thcriight, and brok^^X'^their camp, while 
they thernf:flvoj witl®rfK^)otion of flarving 

the DanenitiUi fubmiffion. iij this diforder'be obtained .V^e^fy 
viflory ; Ijnd after takvi^ fuffictent revenge, withdrew hi^^ar- 
my out of'^his inhofgitable couiury. ^ ft 

Ubbo his The loi^ abfence^'cf Regner^ furniftied hisy^^a\J fonu^- 
ha^rsT with an opportunity of difplaying his ambiti^, and unna- 
fin^ re- tural deiire w depofing his own father, an'^TlvKing upon a 
W/i, /iWacQwn to wh^ he had no kind of tight. In^is^lfd pro- 
is con- jed he w’as affifted by his grandfather Efberhy a xrjtn of great 
quered. power in Swedijh Gothland^ where he raifed ^ ni^nerous army 
in fupport of Ubbo. But EJbern was defeated <S^* Biorm^ who 
was left praefc£t of Gothland by his father ; and Ubbo meeting 
with a check from Ivar^ the other fpn of Rignery went into 
voluntary baniihmenc. Soon after, by the affiftance of his 
grandfather, he equipped a^hrge fleet, with intention to fur- 
prize his father at fea in his "return from He met with 

him accordingly, but was" forced to yield to the Superior va- 
lour and juflice of tha^oarent. In this adlion EJbern was flain 
among the firft, and ha. head fixed on the prow of Regards 
galley, which fo terrified Ubboy that be made all the fail, he 
could towards Zealandy where, once more, making rr'al of 
his fortune, he was defeated, made prifoner, and fiatn by his 
keepers, for having attempt^ to make his efcap^ 

REGNERy who was born to (hine as the firft of heroes in 
en^^rs annals, had no fooner fupprefled this domeftic 

he was attacked by a more form^able foreign enemy i 
^'^pio.and this was no other than Daxoy the fon of of the 

* HeUifponty whom he had lately ovcr cmpifc /^pgt"^^ &tde8. 
The peace which Dio bad concluded, ^^br no means fin* 
cercf and patched up only with intentigV'of* lei^^^he 
opportunity of revenue. He fubmitted from necehity to the 
terms of the conqueror, and permitted his dominions to be 
governed by Widfircy Rgptff^^ fon, who was left inequality of 
lieutenant, retaining nothing more than the n ame and 
l^ageantry of majefty. Daxo embraced the opportunity of a 



fair tlilR^as held fci me oity^ to ferpe^ate his bafe cMgn of Daxo 
mafls»94q| Wi^erc. Aicminglyr he invUed that pij jice to a murdtn 
feaft, had c^ceal'^Hf **"^ 1 ^number of^SKned alTaffiis ; bm t}H hra^ 

this fc^me beiQg^rrvyf ^ated by fome bufine6, which %d pro- Widferc, 
vented the lieutenr^it’s ' V^endance, he went early in tWc morn-^« ^ 
ing to h4*s houfey attended with "the aflaflins/dreflAdjlike pea- Wegner, . 
fantfi^ ond’fiAding adft''‘\ttfnce, was forcing nis w?/ to /^/Vi- 
yirr’s c?hamb8^ whc^KlTe princej alarmed wit*^ the noife, 

* leaped out of 6edf an^, placed hin{ielf| (word in nand, in the 
entrance. H-« he defended himfet; till he r^fci^jed ' *\ 

a wound, was '•ovcrp®^()L*^ with numbers^ and taken pSfotaer. 

His valour had fuch.a'^ 'iVe£t upon the treacherous that 
he offered to fharejfie t^ngdom with hirr, him*his 

fifter ii marriage, provided he would pronnlc nevir to revenge 
this*kttack. But the generous ll^idfer*'^ j^eferring deaih to ow- 
ing hn obligation to his perfidious foe, refolut''*^ replied, 
fhat Vf^red no greater favour Of* his han!{s, than his 
“ imbruing '^lem in blood that would not ^air‘ of drawing 
“ upon the mf.^hous Daxo the vengeance of Pjgner*^ In- 
cenfed 'at thi - haughty repulfe, the cruel Daxi ordered him, 
with all his ittendancs, to be bound and thrown into a large 
fire lighted fi : the occafion, there feafting his eyes with the 
unhappy cataffi'^be oF the valorous and noble-fpirited , * 

fere. Advice of this barbarous action coming to the , ears of 
Regner^ it gave fuch a Ihpck to his conftitution, as had near 
unfettled, his underftanding. He ran about the palace like a 
maniac, tore his hair, rent his cloaths, and committed all ^ 
the other actions of phrenzy and de^air. This paroxyfm of 
madnefs was fuVdeeded by a fit of defpondency and fuliennefs, 
which it was feared would intirely deftro^^'his reafon ; but the 
good fenfe pf the queen Suanloge^ got better of his grief, 
and roufed him to a fenfe of his oWn"*condicion, the fituation 
of th*<^1j:ingdom, and the folly of lamenting, like a woman, 
what ought to be avenged with all ^be fury of an injured king 
and father. Convinced^, with t\^ many forcible arguments Regner 
this lady advanced, he levied an army, marched into Daxo\ revenges 
Cv.Jittry, defeated Ms army, took him prifoner, and, like a deatl; 
truly generous prince, *^again fet him at liberty : “ Enjoy that 
' “ life, faid he^ which would only be an unworthy atonement to 
“ the ifian4^5ri>'d}ravc fon ; and let thy own confeienCe 
“ thy punifher.’' to add to his mortification, he J*. 

ordered that ih&ufi.' pay an annual tribute, and comci^m^ 
perfon, onc^ year, attended by twelve noblemen, all bare- 
footed, in token of fubjedion. After this, leaving his fon 
Eric his lieutenant pver ti\p conquei>d countries, he returned 
to iVerw^/where fome new CQmmotiiins began to difturb the 
' -a ■ public 



jif ' .D^jlteirk. ' ^ 

public Mfuluttitjr* Thefe Ik Toon Artltfi’g the 

afikira £• that kingdom, le^ bis ^on Jiarna to preijj^ over 
them, f iTj* ^ \JL ^ I 

BaFqtR his retuen to Denmark^ his^nf^if SuanU^e aed, a 
circumlB^ce which threw him into dStp melancholyy 

that* couPJ pnly be fubdued by tllCTih^f arms ; apd now 
the occakian offered ; for Scotland cbofh rc- 

Regner fufed to pfly^jbe ufual horn^c. I'hcc^Sgcd to raife 

invades a prodigious a rmamem by lea and landJwhiclrac*^ tranfported 
ScotUnd, intg Scotland^ and/thcre fought a dre^Pl batticAwhich iafled 
ihrei: oAs, and ciide4 in the deleaf ' Scotjf and death of 
ibi kisig, vYdIory, however, v/znot cheaply bought ;«» 

for Dat^ and Rutf^eAy with a prodigious 

Subdues c^ers and Ibldicrs in iKc cn^gemenc. 

Encland hence into be fought there with equal fucceis, 

® * and fubjcvlpd the whole kingdom, to his obediefece, after /de- 

feating Im/ay thef^n of Ilautny who was aflM^ Jjv a ^w- 
erful rcinforf:cipcnt from France, Nor did In&d cicape the 
terror of hi^pame, and the weight of h/sarm ;Tor tran/^rt* 
ing his army tb that kingdom, he flew Mdbricy the Irsfi ge- 
neral, in battle, routed his army, and made himfelf mafter of 
Dublint the capital, which he gave to be plundered by his fol- 
lUfyllion Be/bre he returned to Denmark^ hi*' ftjJbjeiSs there had 

f«^Dcn-^^ broke c^ut into open rcbisllion, and recalled Hareldy who had 
*" before been let up as king in Jutland, This prince re(le£iing 
upon the power and valour of rcfolvcd to make ufe of 

every precaution to withfland him, and fecurc the f)oflie/non 
Cbriftia- of his new-acquircd ^utRor^y. Accordingly he fi>ught the 
nity intro* alliance of the emperor^ which be obtainii conditionally, 
d^td into jhat he would embR^ce the Chriflian religion, and propagate it 
Denmark* power thi^'igh his dominions, Harold^ the better 

to fecure the cmperor'sjvriendlbip ; without any religioit", im- 
mediately became a convert to Chrillianity ; w^ithouyaith, 
abjured infidelity, deftroyed ail the pagan idols, and efeded a 
church in Slg/wicky where tire do£irine of Jefus was publicly 
preached, JRtgner arriving in Denmea ky as thefe new fc hemes 
of religion jipd politics were carrying pn, attacked Ha^ld 
without delay, overthrew him, and fdteed Aim a fecond Time 
to feek Ihelter in Germany, Then he deflroyed the Chriftian 
temple, creeled in SUJwicky and mftort4th^uefKhip of^the 
pgan,,.gods; a clrcumfloiice whichsSA^tes by no means 
from his reputation^ as l^e had yet »nued im convi(£lion of 
the truth of the g^fpe), and had h^nbraccrndf, muftIbSve 
proved a convert from political motivea V ^ rcfleiSlion, which 
we thought neaelTary, in,*»f)fwer to th^ridU'ulous defamation 
of Chriftian wiicers. *^his laft «£f, Ay ^ey, was evidently 

<t^nilhed 



punirnd hf thus AI] 
volriiis^a fecoiMi 
of indcpepdency* 
the ficjd, where a \9 





king of J&lgfptMk le- 
I Irtlan^o fecond Hb views' 
s on(^ more drev*](ibe aged in^o Regner h 

fuat good fortune, J)ut not hiwvalour^ i/efiMut 
c defertirig him, ue,:i^as 9|ffeatcd-and made prifoner. >^is cruel ^ craeify 
enemies, without regardi/i^ the 'chara£lcr‘ threw 

biiP'b>ur<d, into a di njrcOn filled with fnakes, viprk^^and ptd- WclJa 
fonous>ani^'<tlS9 thuiV^gJerioufly patting an end tqj* a life grown • 

old in glory Ahd vifliiry. A proverbial faying of this great ^**8**^ 
king’s in prison, dcti^jjjjcnined Hella to fer him at liberty ^ 

too late, he had brcu^*td liis laft before the order came tq,thc 
o jailor (A). Other w aters have giveii'v' liifterenc accent of 
the death of the great Regruir ;* but we ooinion, that 
the authority of panifl} writers ou»ht, in fach refpefling 
their own country, to weigh aga'inft r^r»tefiimony of foreign- 
ers we have therefore rcla.tcd it asw^c nnd it alTcrted by Gram’- 
maiicusy^r. '^tanus, and Mcurfius^ who .'oprefpond dircflly in His cha- 
ail the circumftances of his reign. His whole life was an ra£ler. 
uninterrupted courfe of glorious viiflories, wife meafures, and 
noble generous a<£lions. His repudiating his wiTe Ldthgartha^ 
a woman of fo fublime and elevated afoul, may be*imputed 
to him as a weaknefs, if we fupiv^fe it proceeded from the 
inconltancy of hh^rzture. But this does not appear ; on the 
contrary, Mturfius and Grammaticus^ affirm, that this lady’s 
chaftity was publicly tax^d *, and it was unworthy of Kegrnr to 
cohabit with a wife, who had even been fufpedted of incontt* 
nence. Thus we fee the errors of thofe writers, who place , 
the converfion of the Danijh kings" in the reign of this mo- 
narch*. ItlsiHe* Harold viz% a €hrifiian, if we may give 
that appellation to a man who profclTed ^^'tis religion only to 
ferve temporary views i but he never was king of Denmark^ 
he was only an ufurper, who, by mea«is of a faction, was raifed 
four months to the throne, during the abfence of the lawful 
prince, 5y whom he was driven ..into his primitive obfeu- 
rity •’ 

^ It is now difficult to fix with certainty the fiicceflbr of Reg* 
continue the ferics of Danijh kings. The difputes 
and differences on this bead, among writers, arc numbcrlefs ; 

• SdAHSxo* p. 63- ** Propis vid. Gram. 

Mburs. Poiitan. < Suabinc, p. 64. 

(A) Suaniapus fay^ that other wruars, that the conque- 
Regner was defeated' by HeUa, tot of the brave Danijh monarch 
in Irekmdf exprefly a»6rming„rfHKa*^hingof ihaicouniry. P 63. 
contrary to the leiihiiony of all ^ , 

and 
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Ivar, 


to ^ ^^rone of Vis dccf...red faWr, an4 ji&n his^ign wj% re- 
A.D.H36, venging tlw unworthy Aath of thgtlfamoiia Warrior. He ' 
or 841. proclaimed immediately after s death, which hap- 

' according to Mturfius^ id tl^wear et Chri/i 836 ; 

Jvar re- and if we credit and Suaninglp^ five years after. Hg 

wnges hu r^ifeJ an army,^cnuipped a fleet, and, without hefitation, iii- 
fathir^s vaded EngUmd ; Ddt finding* H?lla too ftrong for him, he fent 

aeato, to his biothers for ji^rooiiK. Their arrival with a pofwctful 

reintorcement, foon tmned the fcale in favour of Ivar^ who 
defeated andvtovik ample* vengeance o n^^m fat the 

cruel death of his father. Some writers affirm, he took^ 


him prifoncr, and ordered him to be hanged on a gibbet be- 
fore the camp ; but Gi amwatutiSy with more probSiility re- 
lates, that HiilaiQW in battle (B). 

The better to fecur^ the country, and gain the aflec- 
tionsof the people, he remained two England i du- 

ring which time the Danes revoltingrraifed his brother’s 
Siwatn and Eric to the throne. This news alarmed Ivar^ 


and obliged him to have recourte to the aififtance of the 
Englifl?^ of whom he embarked a large body, and failed with 
them diicdlly to Hol/Uin.^ At length he met with the Damjh 
army, engaged and de&atcd it near Slefvd*^^ vafter a very 
blo(}4y and obflins^e conteft, in which the rebels loft twelve 
thouiand men. Hr^w refolved to keep the Danes in awe 
by his prefence, and ulwefore fent his brother tj go- 

vern in England^ Here Agaer refided but a (liort time before 
tne EnglfJI^y uncafy under^a foreign yoke, raifcd an^^rmy, and 


(A) Suaningtus and Pmtarms felves excufable in adhering to 
intirely omit Iveu' in their lift the authority of that ^cy ut 
of kings, though it is certain hifiori|n. % ^ 

that Regner had a fon of that (B) Mewrjim affirms, that IhUa 
name, of whom w'c have made conquering /^’s^ father^ by 
frequent mention ; and as thefe the the forces, 

writers have chiefly made ufc whofi^PJ'dard was an eagle, 
of** the authority of SaxoGr^m- he oi;^ 4 erci an imprefljpn qf^is 
mntuns^ we are at a tbfs to con- to be feared on back, nis 

jedlure upon what teftimony body to be flead, and fprinkled 
they excluded this prince.^ with fait, until he died in the 
they have oiven no rc.Von for meft agonising tersure. P. 44. 
.hib pioCvCding*', wc think\ur-' ^ 


were 



IT ueamane; | If 

tvfere do tbe| him to extremity when 

Wrdf hUbrother^ strrivdl witli forces tji his rAief; 

whfdi he siraS enabled to ratin them to their mrmer obC'* 
dienoe; and%(^revf>it anothet i^^rc<^ion, hec^elly^mafla- 
cred the pious king ^11 the Do|»ility ot the 

COUfV.^ , *. 4s •* ^ 

Lz^^’^HILF jhefc*lioJfi>tranra£jfons werfe’bwrying bn \tiEng* 
land^ aj'cbellton WaS taifed in ^cden by me^s of OTizOfleriy a 
man or a turbulent V]ur mg difpofition.^ I'huhcr Agner flew 
with an arhny of En^tjh^ and eng^n^ the enemy wilhtoo 
great impetuofity, was flam in the heat of the engagen^pnt i 
bat we arc not told which the parties obtained the vidiory. 

, Ivor outlived his brother but a^fhort time ; tor he was earned 
off by a fever m the fifth year of h| Jeign ; but not until he 
had acquired and merited the rcputati^i of a ^reat and war- 
like pnn--. < 

^ S I IF A R D S N A K E-^ r E. 


To /z;jrfucceeded Stwatdt furnamed Snake Eye^ his brother. Siward 
In his youth thn prince had diflinguifhcd himfelf by many Snake- 
extraordinary feats of valour in the field ; but now having ac- 
quiredf the crowns he turned hib inclinations to the arts of * 
endeavoured to refiore induflry, and promote ihe pub- 
lic tranquility, that bad fo long been difiurbed by a fcrics of 
foreign and domeftic vi^is. God, fays Meurfius^ feconded 
his pious intention, and enabled him to complete a reign as 
pregnant with rca^ felicity and ^ruc glory, as any which the 
annals of can produce. He died and left an infant 

Ton, chofen by the ftates to fucceed him in the throne **• 

R I L. 


/ A 

:ic Q^-<tSis youi 

^ f 


TiTE name ^^4tSis young prince was £rv, fufnamed Berni^ Eric, 59/it 
or, as the S^ich to this day proifbuncc it, Bearn or Child, king. 

In his minority he was depolcd by Bric^ brother to the Ha- 
rold vee have fo frequently mentioned in the reign of Regner^ 
wh^Ogl^the reins of government into his own hands, af- 
fuoied* the fupreme authority, and by means of a faction, ob- 
tained the title of king: a revolution that happened, accord- 
ing to AiealJiiiifdTk the ^ear 847, though, more probably, 
juft ten years later. ' , ’ 

^ E R rc th usu R P E R. 


Mindful that h» brothef depofed Toon after he em 


Eric the 
Ufurper# 
6 oih hng* 


braced the Chnftian religion, TO^tdok the ftrongeft averfion A.D. 857^ 


^ Meurs. 1. Iii. fub. init. ^ Saxo 8c Mevr^i ubLcitau 
Moi^. Hist* •Vol. XXXH. G tt 



8^ ^ Hifimyef Dei\]|f(<j|k.' ^ 

t6 the do^ine of yefas^ put J1 the mincers ^ the gorpel 
in Rcmnaiw to <}eath« 4 iRrx'^ crJ whore reftored the pagan re- 
ligion ; Irfci which We nir iijer, that Chriftlanitv h'id now 
begun Jto t»e root in thij> ' nldom. M Saxofi^rf2Ln^ Er^land 
had now bfgun to tbQfr *unca™efs uhdcr the Danijn 
^oke, and toV^ai*^ a^U i*v;s-^)r the recovery of their liberty, 
Eric {truck up and^tridt alUaftcc with the *k*t>g*i 

Siveden 4 iv\A Nor 4)ay^ obtained large fupplies of ^and snd fea 
forces /rom them, rajLfcd himfclf a pc^eHuI army, and with 
an hundred thoufand^fi«;hting men, rfha a proportionable fleet, 
entered upon the reduction of England and Saxony^ dividing 
his forces, that he might attack both together, and prevent 
their mutually alfiliing ;ach other. Spreading terror where- 
everhe went, the h« power was fufticient to reduce 

the revolters to cbc^ionce, and fubmit to the terms he 
thought fit to impdic, before he had fet foot^ dn either 
country. « ‘ 

A. D. {t was after his return from tliis expedition that wc n*::/ 
858. dale thertOera of ChrifHaiiity in Denmark ; for Exk was again 
brought back to embrace the truth of the gofpel, in which 
Thejtfur^ both he aiid his brother /iar^/// had been educated. Anfgu^ 
pinm- rlu^ bifhop of Bremen^ was the happy inftAimcnt of this con- 
i/«.'/ver{ion‘i in confequence of which Eri: abolifhed the idols 
frtfpag/tUi he had but lately rcliorcd, and publifhdl an edidof tolcra- 
permitting all his fubjedts to follow the doflrine of 
Chrijl with impunity. Such was the force of truth,# or fuch, 
perhaps, the inconltancy ot human nature, always eager af- 
ter novelty, that Chriitianity fpread with •;-»itzing rapidity, 
and was greatly aided in its progrpifs by the zeal and piety of 
the king, who, notwiihltanding !tcn devotion, never once 
thought of rciloiing the ciovvn to th^right owlF^«r ; but the 
invilible hand ot Piovidcnce biought jufliK; iivni way 

which the ufurper li;tlcH:xpeclcd, amiJlt thtr tranquility in 
which he had hitherto ^^olilill’d the throne^ ^t^uthorm^ his 
brother's fon, became his rival, and connected his own caufe 
with ihiir of young Cricy the fou of Siwardy and the Ij-'rful 
king of Denmark, Violent were thi# diflentions railed' arii^ng 
all degrees of men by this op|K>fition. Such of the nobility 
as had taken part with Harold agakift R^^'y cor ^eld places 
yndt r the ufurper, remained his ; the reft of the 

nation in general, thofe who retncmliC^d the glorious Regner^ 
and retained any liwifc of jiiilicccgratitudc, and compafiiobptook 
the f'ulc iAituthonriy and declargjnn favour of the young prince. 
A bloody battle w'as fought, in which almoft all the nobility 
of Denmark weie {lain, and the numerous progeny of Rentier 
entirely cxiinguilhcd, except the foil of Snuardy tliii hope 

2 . of 



ot this illiiltfious f^itjf \ Tiie ufurper t<^ wasiflaint 
by this means made way /or Ac ^ ^.r^Eric onct. moral to is rtftmi. 
mount ^threne of his ancAoijT A| firil 'he jirenuoufly 
oppojj^trfc jy^th of the ClVij^in faith : nay/^ took the 
ntoft vigormismcafurc* to root. it| out of his 

dominions. ^Ic pur icveral of d^voat and zealous 

to tahfi had remed to J l'^(?thcir religion ; • 

"otfietT^i* foCred or bribed int/a compliancy «vith his will. 

He levelled all the diurches even with the and fenc 

an army to savage SaxJftyt, chiefly beci^ft the people of^^ 
country had received the ligfit of the-gofpel. Not long lAgfii 
• ter, however, he not only withdrew his refentment, wnich 
had grievoufly opprefled the Chriflran^, but publifhed an in- 
*tire Jiberty of c^nfcienicc, anfl cn^hjabi^ himfelf the true 
faith, by means of the eloquent and prudent Jnfganus^ to 
whom th]$ as well as the former con^ifion is wholly to be 
af^ibejj^. He eredleJ, at his own cxpence^ a magnificent 
jclwwch at Ripin^ ordered the Pagan temples to be razed, 
and now bec^e as bigotted a Chriflian, as a little before he 
bad been a neaihcn ; thus adling in ext^mes, and proba- 
neither from convidion, but from fupcrftition and 
preju^e. At the |:K:rfuafion of Anfgarius^ he appointed per- //;V chL 
fon< prope?ly%» 4 Malifi^ to teach the gofpel in ever)bcorncr rader. 
of the kingdom, allowed them handfomc falarics, and took 
^njgarius for his dirci3or,*not only in fpirituals but ii^ tem- 
porals libewife ; an office for which the good bifhop was 
but indifferently quajified, Hav^ig thus afforded a remark- 
able inftance of th^ weaknefs of th<f human undeiflanding, 
which at diii'erent times, and without any particular convic- 
tion, can maintain opinijius diametrically oppofue, he died 
the pr#felyt^nd chief^pport of that religion, which, but a 
fcw*^«ars-4.&rc2hijrtad perfecuted with fuch cruelty and 
•^itternefs / • 

C A NU T E the L*I T T L E. 

BHifC Idi an only fon called Canute, and afterwards fur- 
namdd'rJfeZrVr/r, or, according to fonne writers, the Little 

As his infancy perfuaded the ftates that a long minority might g, « 
prove dan^rod^ tu»^.bc kiitgdom, they refolved to cleft one 
of their own body, v« , Ihould govern with the title and, 
autboriw of^a king during his life, the crown then to revert 
to Cailute or his children. Accordingly Emignup, a noble- 

* Saxo, l.ix. Mauas. 1. m.*''i*oV«TAK. 1. iv. * Aut, 
nox citat. 


man 



*$4 F ^ Deiwilfe; 

man tf grMt wiMom and va)obr> waa cliofen bjf public con* 
fent^; butfbc was fcaf^Sf icCfcdj on •the throne^ bcfoj^: Olaus 
king of S^4cn cntcrefl the 'cir)j|dom, fcizcd upon 
niaint^jned dt till p^d rhe^ranfij^ea it re his 

fon Siward^ who was foi^nc years aftcrwar^fi by an iii- 
Jurrcaion of Isf^favour of C^u^fKO^fi 

years of maiuf^ ^ ^ . 

jiftcon^ In the vcry^glniiing of tr/ww/c’s rcten, a lirgc colony of 
migraiUn Dam went’ iorth tQ. look for new habitations (though for 
0/tht r«- ..y*hJf reafon we arc nortdid) fetiled themfclvcs in Prujfia^ 
ifahi* 'nts thciipaftcrn parts of Comlaady and in Carelia, Now it w'as ^ 
./ that Norway entirely (hokc off the yoke of Denmark^ under 

mark. the aufpices of furnapicd Yellow-hair (A), which is. 

the only circumltanwC %% any note wc find mentioned dnder 
this reign. This pripce diflfered greatly from his father with 
rcfpcdl to his religious dirpofition j for E} ic waj either a 
zealous Pagan* or bigotted Chriftian ; whereas CahiJe 
pcrfci^ly indifferent to both, arid regarded the priefts of" ml 
religions little better than pious impoftors, it was ne- 

ceflary to prote£l on account of the veneration in which they 
. were held by the people ; a way of thinking that 
great fcaiidal upon his memory ®. 

FROTH o'* VL 

FrfithoVI. FROTHO VI. the fon of Canute^ fucceeded him ; but 
^2^/ the year of his fucceffion to the throne is difputed,* He was 
• the greateft warrior that wickled the Danijl) fccpicr fince Reg- 
ner. He reduced Englandt which had I'^bolled during the 
indolent reign of his predcceflbr, v^nd firll planted the Chrif- 
tian religion there, if wc may ci*iBJit the Danijh hillorians. 
The better to propagate the faith ihpp^;?77wr/fi^ he v/As^. pre- 
paring an ambafly to pope Sergtas IpL""^ii7^acknowre((!lgc his 
fupremacy in rpirituals,*’and to requVfi th» hr would fend 
fomc perfons pcrfccHy«qualificd to jtK gofpcl in Den- 
mark^ when death put an end to all his projects, and deprived 
his people of an excellent prince. He was married Xopmma^ 
daughter to the king of England, by whom ne^aa k foA 
named Gormo^ who Uiccecdcd to his crown 

G O R MO AN G *11. 

Coimo GORMO was furnamed AngUy or the EngliJhrQan^^btcxah 

Angle ^tt^iand^ white he likewife received tBfe firft 

Oiling, ^ W 

Meur. p. 46. SS^cr/ 1 . 5 .x. p. 178. Ibid. 

(A) Pent anus calls this prince Harold^ Haarf aorta Fair-Hair* 

mdi^ 
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** ^ Denmark. 

ni^imcits of his education. Ujpon adyit^e of Hit fatfier’s deaths 
he imi\^tatcjjr embarked fori D and. there reemed 

the CFjydW-W unaniinoul\:An^®nt* of the people. In 

his aSfenck ^ opporiiinity of re- 

covering their liberty ; nor did^c any jttcmpls to dc- 
' '^1 ‘f ]' • f‘oni i|laoici? '*/ * frjom a rcdlitude, 

orofJ^f %n, ^ard to^ufticr, anl^ *\ffcdion for the 

countryjof hfs birth* and Aducifflon, is unce.?',‘fl' Gramma^ 
iicus indeed fays, that his^n^j|^e<ira^ mijd, and^mo- 

derate ; that he was contend with ttie government 
« kingdom, and thought it impodib^ for a prince to do 4hat 
jul^icc to the fi4)je6ts of tWo diHbj^ent and diOant kingdoms, 

• which his duty, required ; ao opiril^® that reflects great 
honour on his memory.' After a p4it:ciul reign of four years 
he died, and left the crown to Harol^V ^ . 


H A R /b L D V; 

The p^-alfblc reputation uhich Gornio acquired, and the HaroldV. 
^tranquility^hich his fubjedts enjoyed, v^a$ not loft or dif- ktng. 
rHaroldt who was a prince of much the fame difpo- 
tion. u^on his father’s piinciplcs, preferred cafe 

and tranc(Viiiv;!4;^t!<«^ advantage, prelcrvcd the king- 

^nniin juft the fituiftion he found it, and handed down the 
crown without additionaWuftre orftain to bis fon**. ^ 


O R M III. 

GORMO Ill.Trurnamed the. Old^ from the extraordinary Gormo 
age to which he livcd^** was a w’cak and timid prince, III. 65/^ 
thougj;! fatbrt*' to twr/very warlike princes by his wife, ^1/;^. 
^alig^lGCJt'/thc kipgf^ England. He was a bitter enemy to 
-^the Chri(lians^<r^m^c perfecuted^ in every quarter, demo- 
* liOiing theiftf hurchef, and banifliing their clert^y. Among 
other facred butiU’iri^, he totally ddTroyed and razed the la- 
mdjls cathedral in Sle/wici^ and ordered the Pagan idols to 
bc^sSw<hfvhercver they had formerly flood. 

GOLRiWD’s fons wcrc^both men of great ability in war, The ex- 
twinj by birth, and rivals in glory. Their firft exploits wctu pfoits ef^ 
direi 5 led %gamft "R.:? Vjindalt^ whom they fubdoed ; next, Gormo*/ 
they carried their arms agairrft the Englijhy wno. had 
fom^>imc enjoyed their libcitv, and conquered them; but 
without dethroning their unge, who ar Thar time wielded 
the fccptrjc of this country : 7 /);.''*vcr, they obliged him to 


* ibid. * PONTAH. I.iv. SuAMNC. p. 65. 
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is ^be Hiftory 0/Dent^lc.' 

/igntan inftrument, .wUa<i^y b( conveyed the crown a them 
at his deceafc. ‘ From paflid intr and 

laid ficge to Dublin^ Canute received of 

which ’he dS:d a ;» upon whicl^S^:;/t'/ j^lhcd 

the ficge, toolo. cjf ^,^»cd the affairs of^e country* 
and returned V 

While ^i^'.ons were g^^herir^ i^rels alJjdadf ' 
took arms the Saxomy view to oblige tfiem to 

rcnjCV' ^cc the Chrifhein rdi^o.'i / lifting reintWeed his ar- 
Iny, by a large bndy VandaLy he deftroyed the 

couiftry bcfuie him with fre and iwoid, (paring neither fex 
nor age that did not abj iic the faith. The emperor Henry 
ihe Fowler foon caij;Ajo the relief of the SaxonSy dcfe^ited 
Gormoy and drove him ».ut of S*tx<itty\ Purfuing his vldlory, 
he entered pjt-vd into 67f/.t /tit, took the city of that 
name, then a t^wn flourilhing in trade, and gave his 
foldicrs to be plundered. At a fiuill diiKmce from thenwt^j> 
built another town, tranfmiiiing thereby to poft^^y, that here 
he fixed the boundkrics of his empire. He then y.'-jted peace 
toGVw^, on condition that he would ccafe to per,'^cu(^'f 
Chriftian fubjedts, and permit liberty of cont’r^:..^ < 

Gormo vas not acquainted with his fon Car*'' ^dLe?..« , for tome 
time after lus return from Saxeny. Vvjicn it came to his 
knowIci]ge, it aft'eded him fo ftrongly, that he fickencd wiin • 
grief, and died 

JI J R d L D 

Harold H/IROLD his fon was immedi^ly eledled king ; but he 

VI. Jur* refufed to accept the crown, until had firft jjerformed his 

^med father’s lalt obfcquics with all the ma»ficencc irpcomiiigjjis 
high rank and quality. He was no rjro\yn\-u Than 

j^jjj difputc the tlirone*of England h th« ^ 

Norway, His claim to was indeed Vb/K^ *ir«u5!e, bath on 
account of his affinity, and by the will of Ethelredy ^ho 
had bequeathed him his dominions, in exclufion o( his 
fon ; though, from motives of cqwty, Harold aToioed 'fif- 
piiting the crown with this lad prince, and permitted him to 
wear it unmolcfted to his death. ^As Ad^fian.d\t^ without 
iQiie, he now thought he might fairly adicrt his claim, and 
accordingly made preparations for thax purpofe. Haquin 
in the mean time iAvaded befides which, ttar9i}i^)caA 

other reafons for engaging in a War with him. But this alone 
was fufiicienti a condu^ tB^trwas owing to refpedl for bis 


Saxo, L ix. 



0f Denmark. o 7 

inclX^d couftn, tle^late kings En^land^ mi >it not now be 
into indolence or he therefore paffiid with 

I fler ,^and fcrk y Jther*to fuppoit the claim of 

H{ ohl^ la^l^KC of the No*^i^>^nn blood, who had cra\cd 
ns afiiliai cc. The kmc; of ^ Ji/, nearing tjhat Km domi- Uef«icetdt 
were' »n\a fed by a prey w. 7tc^ ‘he throne, rciuinrd to the 
< beft^ c iiat i in /' ; " W/. ( )1i no i n of 

.he c i ifl of A'«;r'’-ody*hc y/d the Dismto r, coinmandid Lu^lanJ 
Houind C himfell i .{jior in ftiips, 

le landed In'* men, amfdrc4|fh'Hhit,cii[) intj a land-tr i 
Trent, in \\hich he dele out did not li\e to eiiji^ I 

Ins \ictorv , for hew is kij* f Vu»fuit by which means 

Hatold^ tne pretender to this crov^h^uictc. did him, and pud 
thtfpromifed tiibute and honugc of Ditjmail, in 

return for the generous aid he ha^ nt him. Thus Notuay^ 
onte more, btcame a pio iiu^lofn^ imarl 
^ ThR Hat a I had Icityinhe ifl iii> of t?i»landy he faih ♦ 
tifiliinft the viho^ommitted horiid depredations on 

B the nor hai fe ircc nd his hands of 
his aid and piotcdion t^eie foliciteJ by Stu-^ 
veden^ who was diuen out of his own doini- 
To enforce his rtque ft, had brought 

U’/niha his fiftei, a lady of admirable bcuity 
icnb I he ftratagem had the propofed cN 
came eTlamoured of her, married J^cr, an<l 
promifdl the brother all the afliftance in his power to reinftatc * 
him. Raifing au army, he lod ft into HoljUin , and march- 
ing from therKe«ito 5 /(^/f/&, herdbk by ftorm the new built 
city of Henry the emperqr, put the commanding officer to 
death, and ipadc prifor^^rs of the garrifon, leaving a fufficicnt 
xLiimller of jhis own % tbn in their itead. He reftored to this 
city IhitTancicnf.^-" j; otSUJwick^ and annexed it again to 
the dominio|<^°j”^flrl. While be refidcd licrc, the Fan- 
dais refumt^i|'^*^^" 5 nacic 8 ; and Hgrold again attacked them 
WLth fiich vigour, that he reduced and plundered all their ftrong 
and, among the reft, the rich and important city of 
fftiltsf, b^lt in an iflan4 of the fame name, which is formed 
by fwo branches of the river Oder, This City he prefented to 
Stubtem^ wl9D b^ame eatremcly dear to him, on account of 
the brave exploits hb had feen him perform in the courfc of 
this war.^ He now therefore refolved to turn his arms agaihft 
ErX^ zni to reinflate his l^jrother-in la^, before he under* 
took any other affiurs. Rectniiting his army with the utmoft 
expedition^ be led his forced through Halland againft Erie, 

^ Id. 1 . X. j>. 182. 
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^ Hijtery tf ’Dtnvc^/flS 

In- the incan^timc,advice was received, \lfat Otbt I- e|i'» 
icitA Jutland with a pou’W^ful irmy* and penetrafe;^!^ the 
very heart of tht couKtry, jrv|:vene:c the in^^^^nujj^ffered 
the empire by the attack 

Other reJifonsffor his eon2tW-\^ IV pretended to the pro-* 
te£lor of Chrifl*!ani% perfcjuicd to be . 

^ly of the randals\ Jf^/d ccp ^^nDd 

ful pofleflbr whicnl.Oieyc^M//Mook an» plurrrered. 

The emperof^und an C.V ) the inhaBitants 

fit tp,-hcar afths bcing^inJ*%\» V{*'‘, (InfT^n to ferve fn the Swe* 

‘ Some all'ert, tfr/i/.j* occedci! to Danixickj and 

then& travelling alon^' t'V ljung a Tpear into the fca, 

marking that Itrait as nda.v of r.is efiipire. Qumt- ^ 

%im affirms, that he t **hc /.and of Funen, and thjfc 
built a city called aftc* ' :amc : but this we find denied 

by all the Danijh v. iit#^f*^'; '.^r the city whic' refemWes h**; 
name was built, /ay they, by marn' v- irs 

birth of 0/Atf. What the event tS: tin.' was v»e kfi 2 W/ 
not. Some German wrircis aiicrt, that . ''^V')jc‘3ing i‘‘l 

his force, pitched his campon the i . ’o »c'k .KJand 
Slefwici^ to intercept Othoy vvhivh Ik did, and was 
.On the contrary, Granjnaticus writes, tha'c l./'fi/'ui'ng ^t‘ 
i//ir ^.y*s#<n arch againft him, retreated wi|* L'eci* 

pitalion, leaving behind many nccelVaiies f)f his camp, h^ikjsf 
became fp many trophies to the monarch All ^ 

that the princes having adjufted the preliminaries of a per- 
fonal conference, met ; and ^Haroldy ove|;ccme ' rht ar- 
guments of Ot/jOy and the clergy ahoi* i as, i traced the 
Chriflian icllgion, fulcmr.ly and publicly ahjiinn ’ Paganifm. 
On this occafion he received bapuTm, f'/;, ^he emperor, 
being fponfor 5 and the lame ccrcmon^v. p.: foiled rt«i lijs 
queen, and all his children During r^c' 
was defeated by £r/c, wiao, in conlctl that ,i^,his viflory, 
feized upon Hfuland and hldin^y two pli,,?^-.. W ^chonefiy 
belonging to Harcld. This occafioned the" latter to pvroyde 
againit all future irruptions, by erecting that 
acrofs the ifthmus of ShfivUky which^e called DaXeniSieM^o^- 
the work ef the Danes, Some writers aferibe this wall to the 
emperor 0 //;^?, though for vi^hat reafb^ we ar^i at b1o|^ to<on-« 
je<9ure : the very narflc fufficicntly indkates the authors. 

'Amidst thefe tranfaftions, Harold Vxng of Norway sWeA^ 
and his fon //l 7 ^i//rjfuccccding, jrefufed the homage* anciMri- 
bute which his father conftantV paid to Denmark, This he 
believed was a fcafonable opportunity for claiming bis inde- 

* Saxo, ibid. Meurs. 1. iii. p. 48 . 
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, .. - hifi^Piy of Denmark; 

enMKy, when ifaftU was engaged in «quarrv'l$ with t ' 
fch 5oi|frerfu‘ 
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the emperor Gtho^ and»£rw 
^ owevtr, otherwife than he 


lath ^^(byirerful mdnarchci, tjs 
king It tell ou 

ima‘3ihed Harold immcoiL>» demanded the ufual ho- 
niage, and levied an army*tcyf nr ncc* his ddmind. Haquin 
-^Tqfjfing to comply, he fent a and arrdiy thither, under 
* r-4 fomcJjy^his g(.ncrals, while himfelf marched Dtj^iat^ 

agaiii//^£/'^, w'hoiTf tni^fJti^ted, and oblif;ing him to 
for peace upon luclji coAti^oos as jycre putH^fcd by the 
conqueror.’ In th^ army was dcfeatcrf JR^^**^* 

Nerjuay by preluje to lys fu* 

turc mi'j for tunes , j l^i’iirrcd on by ambi- 

tion, *:nd tl»c ihrrc'iiie'- o{ xl " ‘ Crmhl^wo powerful 
[trevince?, who were re. d* n 1 aJI Nipired at his father’s 
Ci\ vvn V *; was a.(. c vvned king at IP'eiburg^ 

cf '.lircd to ; and indeed, fuch //// finre^ 

theirfeis or difaffe£tif>n began to fpring htls and 
A or \htmrk, HdtcLu however, dcycxminf^ di/futes thi 
ting in . duty, railed an army, and gave battle cnnvn 
, ‘ .el ated on account of the treachery of his 
^ mar.) v : whom went over with whole troops to wor- , 

He next equipped a fleet; nor was his 
was a fccond timc^defeatcd, 

'aliindy where he found means 
his fnips, with v^iich he determined once mme to ha- ^ 

:t*! ‘ n^^agement. The event was no Ids unfuccefsful than 
• ’nc:, apor; which he (It*! into Ncnnajjdy^ and obtained 
^ ’ i fliips iron) the duke. With this 

iciir-.'C'..*. eturned to Zealand^ and once more gave 

battle to !h^ Both were fenfiblc that they now fought 

fpr^hclai^ ii.. vC, a; J the battle continued for two days with 

..(A)«ra;£w ates, that Havdd feeing a*ftonc of prodt- 
Harold, aft^ nJ Enc^ was gipus weight raifed by the work* 
buficd in erecting a magnincent men, asked his jefler, whether 
^>4 /^ to the roemory of his be- he had ever feen fo prodigious 
* ‘ ' 1 ^ ^ weight raifed by human 

> •< V#»u 

to 



nc next equip 
/artAtrable, for he wj 
, ao'Vy;)liged to take? flieltcr in Zoala) 


/ 


Jm^'d. "T j*cn Gyntha^ and that 
" jiKii»ploycd all the inh^icants 
of the provinces in bringing “ jedcr, I have ften your fon 
mdlcriais To Ig'ofkmen. S*wtn run away with a whole 


flrencth ? *« Yes, replied the 


This fervile occupation thofe 
proi^d r^pd warlike people could 
ikJT fupport without indigna- 
tion, and this it was that alien- 
ated their minds from Harold, 

(0 


“ kingdom intimating -the 
defign of fetting him upon the 
throne, uditch was the firft no- 
tice Harold had of the rebel- 
lion (i]« 

axojl. xi 

(the 



y> 


*fhe Hiftery »f Denjpfffr 

the iitmoft obdinaty. Great number were killed i 
on M>th fjdes ; but neither coiyd refolve upon 
viflory, and of cnnkt^nenc/MC crown. A 
was let on foot by I'ome ot nfore moderate aijb'l^rudenrmcg 
in either arm^ to wbicii theVatlier and fon aflcnting» a truce 
was fettled, antf next day apj^oiritc* for a^congrefs 
tbc particulars of the mining treaty. , -^’^he ti|di-4!rf*- 



His 

tunafe r/M prince 
anei chei- 


rader. 


I ". .. •. — -»—•/. - 

arts of war and of peay»* llis^piety was no lefs remarkable 
viitiic^ Vi" Vr him the Chri/^ian religic 


than his other viitiic^ V|" Vr hun the Chri/^ian religion had 
made great proLMcfs, and^yrit. 1 ifin pries were endowed in his 
c'ominions l ie buiR maisy- 'lunMiCS, founded morfafteries, 
convents, and ot^icr religious fuJ^es : but what rendcu^^hjf 
memory, refpcdf able is, that he gmerned with ^uity, wasa 
juft king,# a kind mafler, a tender hufbaiul, andean affec- 
tionate father, though he met with ungrateful retut^is from 
his fon and fubjc<^s. His body was buried wi!jLj* 3 ;#sf 
funci -il pomp, his fon paying thofe honours i> n is r^* 

whicli hi 5 *ambiiion prevented his perforn#frg vfWf?\l?*^Ved ; 
and now only it was, that his lubjc^ became fenfibley W ' iij 
merit, d»id ihcir own folly, when it was too late to ra w ^dy 
their fault. * 
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In which is centained all the maten 
til the, l^ear 


ater^^ Oci 
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curftners 
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A.D.98T. 

Swen, 
fm'namcd 
Split- 

keard. 


A S Swen wns the firft Danijh monarch who hadijecn 
from Ins youth, and publicly baptized in his 
according to the Chriftian faith, we may date the perfedt 
eftablifliment of the gofpeliin Z)<rwdltfr)l^in#his^eign. "He 
wai called Swen-Othoj in compliment to his godfather the 
emperor, and furnamed Spl^t beard^ from fome pccul^rity 
obferved about his beard. F^c \kas ftarcely eftablifhed in the 
throne, when it was perceivalTie that the minds of the nobi- 
lity began to relapfe into the Idolatry of Paganifm, and recur 

* Sa.xo, 1 . X. Mavis. 1 . iii. Pom^n. i. 5 . 



^ t)enm»rk. ^ 9' 

fnnerflkiOT ^ Swttiy willing t« fticw hi» g«t!tudc Swtn, /W 
** men who had^ forfeited their hdcluy, and h*,arded » 

u ’n !!!S> nrocurc him a, :rowfi, ordered the heathen Chn^an, 
thei'M.'fc.v^ tet-rcacd in cn'"«liment to them. He cvenM/e;^^« 
idols agaA^ t rarfenitc/f the clerpv, thoiiuh he never thripa^ 

*.rf S''*' ■■ 

^ whi.A his 1 h^ 7 had. .annexed to church. Next 

inhabitants ot \fi odin on 
,C t<^.k up . father in Vte rcbcl- 

he Odtry ‘ ^ ^ ^ hy tluW iu4. 

'""I nanders aid in ^l^J-^.wrapement tiicn l>Ol«ncr, 

oyalinander, a.u m j own / 

ind fet at lb y 1 ' p„ ^^^old. Tlfls ranfom was Van/ 

weight, when •• k... r^rfon vvas confined dah 

iVnl^ at three rldfed by the genero- 

S V or he LT'/h la-lics, vvhj.,A..a the.-r jewels lor this purp<de 
v’^^^rcaf^TV being quite /naufted, and the count. y opprdb 1 
K J^vl^vcs for the payment of the two foritter diyifums 
by heavy tJ e I ) I Vaws favour- 

of thcrrilom. Upon h.sjetun.1^^^^ 

i^^KrTra tb.’rd of the dluU'S real and pcrfonal. More- 
S^hj; reoH-^cd with all poffible expedition, all the.icwtU 
lbioioFf?is liberty, and returned them tt t.tc pro- 

riK^mlsfortunes d.H not, howc-cr, reclaim ^.un, f.ys . 
riio mistor idolatrous courfes, and 

Graw„w,uu , down npon him the ven- 

perb.cutcd the * Eric of Sweden, //, ^,. 

geance oi n ppp jy,th the king of Poland and the cm- fea/td and 

tontraamg a j. . holding Swen in the utmoft con- tanijkdhj 

tempt, ^.fl„ders, raifed a great arnjy and invaded twe 

handful o( ^,rSom J . hut was deleted in den. 

SS enr ^ ,ut of his kingdom. Thence 

the "tft cug P ^ . jsfgniay, went to the court of 

hQo«of fuccefs by further applfcations to this mon«rch, 

S£r?o SrW, and there >t with»a reception eqoa.ly 

S5“^."ain»! hadtodyfxW public ccpcnc,, 



t ^ TJbe Hiftory of Denti^k/ 

fpaceof fourteen fears ^ Eric noy-dyifu: A misl^une 
openiri^ the eyes^ and foftcning the^htii . be- 

gan to perceive the folilv he •had cf»mmHtcii iiT 
the faith in which he had hqdt inij^rudicJ. ( Ic ] 
paft calamities to the Ir J nryJod, who bnd thu 
nilhed his impietjs and r 
zeal to the .profellion of 


followed^ t/irough the * .e hitioii^ 
exerted hio*fetfgr\varTihi in bt-y^-^cV/ 
An^^i On bi‘i*ritfurn he recalIetf'^i)‘V^ 
• 994 'Yi^at Jiberty^ and compey fatt^W, ’ 
able, the fufFcwnfrs of .‘iu 

voked a diet efr the vvyom « 



^,cd rcrvot|ft»ai| 4 r 5 ' 

rcHoiwtioi^ VotT 
It ih ^ /, Vho 

the uiifortu , ICC. 
clL-rj', he had baniJied, 
/^»t iv'fl nui'intT he was 
irif- ' L^nd laftiy con- 

. wyoih « the rirci:m- 

ftances of his bani/hnn^Viy wlncli he' became the poit of 
his enemies, and the obje^ 2 lj .1 .n of W friends. He. 
had loft his crown and K‘puuV^n., di ^rcr 1.0: itWf, by 

the hands of a man who had bcc' ’^deate • vi ont^,^ 

Schonen^ by bis mother ; wlieii^ i: was vihble ii^ ^ 

of God had^interpofed, and madi' *4,0 Eric as um 
ment of his vengeance, in order o rci .. 
and defeat the more difgraceful. Ash 'ould 
acknowledging the juft icc and wifdviiU 01 t hat^ ffl Sjd 
whom he had impioufly abjured, he requt^Bra tris peS 
they valued their prefent and future happ'’'M’'{, to be w| 
by his example, to rccciyc the light of tr ’ fpcl, a?iJ I 
that falfe and profane religion, which CJo^ .r^ht permit ft - a 
time, but would not fail topunifh and dt oy 'v\ i k end His 
propofal did not meet with the reception Ije “ 1 he 

therefore refolved upon other means oftaccvxnplift: g . is v% i..], 
9 %r Cl^rif and re-eftabli(hing Chriftianity. This w.<s foonNeifected by 
/im rf/f- the arrival of Poppo^ a German divine of I -cty and f!o-- 
pw re- quence, who, by dint of example and pnbttijon, brought 
about what the king’s authokilv could no\ Sev^jJ miracles 
PenniArk. related of this prelate ; ^ind indeed he Va^iptfiSHled of the 
happy talent of impreflxng the people with whatever no 4 ^c 
he thought fit to infpire, in which perhaps con^ec'T 
fupernatural powers. All the clergy were recalled, lanJs'S 
houfes appropriated to their maintenance and refidcnce, and a 
fee given 10 PoppOj appointee)^ to preflde over«cht^re(bof The 
Demifti clergy ; but at tbr i^me time a ^uDtragan of Adilage^ 
bilhop of Bremen^^ \ 

While was thus em^c^ed in promoting piety 
the Chriftian religion, Olam tUiug of Norway was taking mea- 

h 

^ Vid. aut. chat. ibid.( > < Saxo Gaam. 1. x. 

‘ fures 



^h^^ery «f Penmate? . yj 

rMfcsI^T din I ? th4 public tranquiliiy. ApprchenfiYC 
♦ atr I icf) inf' the internal ceconomyof bilking- 

‘ his t’aim to a ftipremVcy over 
d« t-' . viv ipaij his *^ic.irures bylevyingapower- 

* ' ; \ , ' ' 4 into ! ■i;;uc wiih Sweden. Swen^ 

’•fprcKi'^ * • ihcfjr intri^i : i\ und mfeans to countcr- 

i’ of O',' oy mairying the queen- ' 

motnf** ''***'\ jtvu. j 4n ‘ ^ * cl the friciidlVipof king 

/ ^ ; infijinii a th:t> -.be defence 

;iriu yr^pa'T.:;;- ■» *'-t/ "" iiutiiwr ‘toi.'ity of^ 

ihcir kir.Lv-ioni * vi * witl* difaQpoint-* 

nic^t, and, t 'cd t* ' reVenge, he de- 

clan i hc flee* ^ Norway met: they jirvadef 

Vctin wi ii invctecu y totally defeated and EngUod* 

diipv.' 1 . :^'u clc.occ < 'll ,4fe battle with a few (hips ; 

lit was ■ • .iir:ijcL\, tivirr, to acoid thedifgrace of being 
taken, 'u ai the power yr ilis enemy, he leaped into the fea, 

’ : was dir vneJ. In c< vq iencc of this viftorjj, Norway 

' n of Denmark^ aryl Swen im- 
a .y-' p.4iiiiih .‘d - Uc* .nerc in ftvour of the Cbriftian 
H *,a ^ ihe affairs of Norway^ he prepared 
' ^ vv bu'^li had for fome years thrown off iti 

f^,V‘ ^c . '• tiio'trown of Denmark (A). Etholrid IL held 
.’v ^'^MCrtie authority in that kingdom» the parti- 

. : .t (^. wnief) (hall be rc|ated in its proper place. 

hic\: 3.iui Englljh hiftorians differ confiderably in 

' '^L ’^ci mftancfS, and we (hall have occafion to 

, 1 . liuiir **M'f»ral relations in*our Hiftory oli England^ the 
y A uch ^ difquifition. Sufficient it is for our 

pifJ'en*^ :> .,. 1 ' that a peace between Ethelred and Swen was 

co«ccluutid, ihe latter had over-run great part of the 


^ Ibid, ciiam PdNTAK. 1. 5. 

f 


* We muil obferve, that fore; their in vafions were fud* 
;,ugl\ Damj4 vj Iters aflert in den, ihcir ravages barbarous, and 
^ibheVal terms, that En^and v/as their retreats quick. They pro- 
fubjefled to the kings of Den- bably extorted a promife of ho- 
mSrk^ <nea^^f£e jiundrSd years Vnage from the conquered ; but 
before Canute the Qreatt h Vsipntr refided long enoa^ in 
proh^le they never conquered /the country to enforce it by au* 
a^ve one or two divifiooa of^tbority and power before Ca^ 
the Saxon heptarchy. In theft^S made reign, who firft took the 
early times they were jull fuclu\ title of King of Denmarkt Eng-^ 
a people as the Saxons had hetJ jandp Norway, Sec. See. 
about five hundred years b|- / 


kingdom. 
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rac'U'r. 


Harold, 
70 *1//^. 


ffe is rtV- 

f<dtd. 


Tie H^^fy tf Dentt^k 

icin)^dom, and obliged the former to eckfioa^Mge bis 
veiL'ivjuy In ims ifland he breamed hb Iw* mi^ re- 
grt'iica for the exemplary piety, drift jufticc, and^emarkable 
proofs of military p,enius and valour which he 0tMirplayed 
t«)waids ilie clofo of 'focra could not, mdeed, be a* 

lirongcr fatirc on the niannetsVof his youth, than that total , 
chitigc of conduit he put on in his The fam^m^ 

who, with the mod criminal an^itioj^^jd fougHll a fisher’s 
life, for thcJfiike of a crown, wasX w^onterfted with the bare 

a. (aflal by the kings of 
power, authority, 

and h<*.'nours^longing to/\ kniy *. *** 

It ib not vcfy certain tl?c immediate fuccellbr of 

Sxtv«, though alniod a^hidorians allgw that he had two 
funs, Harold and Cdnun y^- Saxo Grammaticus and Pontanus 
take no farther notice of^iifeiX rmer, than by mentioning him 
as the fon of Swtu ; a/Firming^fc^hc latter, though young- 
cd, was raifed ic llie throne in prcHk-ence to his brother, ^ 


• II.A R O L D. L 

On the rontrary, Aleurfms and Lyfthander numbejJiEgrj^jtL 
among the kings, aiferting, that he Inccecdcd Sjirt ‘ byslght^f * 
primogenit<ire ; this being an invariable manfflfw'ith tho^tes, 
wheic Ibme very extraordinary circumdanctfs and reafopp for 
laying afiJc the dder bryther did notlSccur. Upon their au- 
thority wo dtall vcniuic to infcrt Harold in the lid of kings, •how- 
ever unw orthy of that dignity he«aftervvards proved. His cfl’c- 
miiiacy, Icwdiie/s, profligacy, and intire contw^ >t.of decency, 
virtue, and moralitv, rendered him fo odious to a people always 
brave, and now perfectly civilized by the beautify) fydem of 
religion and morals introduce.* J among them, that he enjoyed 


but a fh.'Tt time t!ie honour hs fo litrle merit 


He was de- 


pofed with every pofiiblc mark of diigrace and infa^', and his 

^ Meurs, 1. iii. p, 52 . ^ Saxo Gram. 1. x. p. 

PoNTAN. p. 145. IVltURS. Kid. p. 53. 

(D) Saxo C 7 ram/?;aflcitJ relates, dccIareJ, to allow Ethelred^ 
that the following proclamation ^ name ^nd powr king«,of 
W'as made by S<wen ; viz. thay^ England, only thit he 

he hrtd taken up arms witJr ret acknowledged tJie fovcrcignty 
intention of ruining the peoplc\ of Denmark ; a propofaW^*']! 
ox England, but ofredufingthem^ was accepted by Ethelred, as he 
to that oredicnce they had fo riiad not forces or a fleet fufi- 
ofren proniifed after repe-Ue<y^ cient to diipute it, 
dLfe.iti. He was willing, ha ^ 


brother 



iie 

brod^ tatfed to tha ihfo|e; of which he likewifc had lifce.lo 
have been deprived^ on d|count of his conltant engagementt 
in foreign the Dahs neither be^ing with temperli per« 
fedl indolen^, nor too great a<Siivity in theii princes*. 

CANUTE fhe GREAT. 

CANUTE^ defer. furnamed theGmrf» began his reign Canute 
with the'ihVafion of (nd zhd Not'way^ both thcfc kingdoms CreaiU 
having thrown offthe^bj.^^i^mhcy had pffpilifed to his father 7'A 
Sw^n. I'he talents cabinet ihcl field 

were greatly fuperior to hi' and indeed eljual to thole 

of any prince^ who hiid %oi dltidcn, ThtEng* 

lijh recalled Ethelred their kiiifg, vho had abdicated the 
thi'one; and as their afteJtions wc?;e;/L:,^in extremes^ Canute 
perceived that this event would ^b^f^ttended with an attempt 
to render him independent of t*r*. cro^j^n of Denmark^ and took 
his mcafurcs accordingly, ^^ut that he might not be opprefled 
With fuch a multitude of ivireign wars, as heVound he muft 
neceiTarily be engaged in, he temporized with t[ic^ Vandals^ 
and oth.r northern nations, who claimed the (arnc indepen- 
djl^cy with England and Nerway^ in order to diicd his whole 
fo.ee againu .he two laft kingdoms. England wsis his main 
objed • and to prevent its receiving luccours f.om Ncr^ 
way^ he artfully drew Claud the king’s brother into his view?, 
by perfuading him to uy claim to the crow^i. i^dter this 
he failed iox England \ and in bis way met, fay the Danijh bil- 
torians with the Englifi fleet, jcomrr.andcd hy WwvgKdivurd in 
perfbn, whom l>itdcfeated after a Inarp cn;»agement (A), At 
firlt, fay they, vidory, which was difpured with great obfti- 
nacy, fcenied to incline to the Englijhy when Thymon^ a no- 
bler;«ttn of Zeala*jd, arriving with a rcinforcemcnr, foon 
obliged her to declare in favour of Canute Numberlcfs dif- 
ficulties, it],^ed, occur in this period of our hiifory, and the 

, . CaAstTaius apud Meurs. 1. iii. p. ^ 3 . . Poktan. 1 .v» 
p. piCy. ^ Saxo Gram. 1. x. Meurs. 1. iii. Pont, 1. v. 

^A) Thcfe wert the exprefs relying upon the dilatory dlf- 
wor^E of M^V^^f^and Pon^finuSf oofition of the Englijh monarch, 
which a« d:ametrL. Vy oppo- ?.'|agined he fhould carry all 
fitc to the relations of all trouble ; but iHif- 

/^ Jiiuorians. According to fortunes had rendered Ethelred 
ihcfe laft, Ethelred reigned in Jiore pruddht, and his vigorous 
England at this time, Canute ^icafurca obliged Canute to re- 
landed without oppofiiion ; and, ^^bark for Denmark ( j ). 

(i) GiitbnL ff thy ^ 

} : 


Aronufl: 



^ rbeBp«tj4tkmt^ 

ftrongeft coiitrariel)r of fentiments in and DanijkUC* 

fkn ef thi tomm i but we {hall leave them tcrqe difcum in our Hiftory 
Eogfifh of England^ thafibeingnbe theatre of the war, tfd the proper 
WDa- place for eiucri/ig upon luch difquifitions, wbfh very little 
iiiih bijl6^ afteft the Hiliory ol D/’nmark\ * * 

rim, CANIJ7 £'n.id other motives tiun the power of Ethel^ed 
for returning to Dmnatk, His abrc\‘ai had furnifccd* Olaus 
of with an opportun.tyy in^raJia^his kihj^dcrnj but 

ttis return, p* J *hfi, vigour ^hc attacked the Nor- 

^ weria^ti ooliged that momnlfii|l|^6nihatk not only with great 
' lofi, but alfo to feck {hdteif^ij/j//*/, whither he was pur- 
fued by Canute's fon, wp ^ <^-d,4 great part of that coun- 
try, and totally fubdu^ ^/ihontat a province of Livonia^ at 
that time fubjcdl to }^J\!i^jLvuiic5y obliging thV inhabitants to 
pay tribute to the crownjL A'w/wr/t s 
In the mean time /i»»^aftcr holding a perfonal confe- 
Tcncc with the 'ling of adjull feme difputcs which 

threatened to afturb the public tninquillity, and fettling the 
affairs of l^etima^k^ was prcpaiing to embark again for Eng- 
land^ where he imagined his preicnce would be advantageous 
to his affairs, upon the death of Ethelred, But the cM king 
of Sweden dying before the fleet intended for England was 
ready toyiuc to fea, his intention was deferred, upon receiving 
advice that Omund^ the young king of Sweden^ was taking 
mcafurcr to reinftate Olaus of NorvAfy in his throne and domi- 
Canutc J’ions. Omund^ in fact, not only granted Olaus a paffage to 
nttrs upon Norway through his dominions^ but aflifted Jiim with a power- 
a <war ful body of troops, by whkh the exiled prusce was loon in a 
nvr/i^Swe- condition to appear at the head of a formidable army, and to 
*ti and fortify all the polls againlt Canute, Not contcivcd with this, 
Norway. J( ^as agreed between him and the king of Sweden^ that the 
former ihould invade Ttialand^ and the other Danijh iflands in 
the Baltk^ while the latter ihould make a defeent on Ja/W; 
they had moieover cndcavpurcd to llir up an infurredlion in 
England, where the malcontents were to declare thec^elv.'^s, 
at the very time when he ihould be mofl engaged in tmMkl 
fence of his own dominions. By thu extended plan, aneUKh 
a variety of attacks in different places, they hoped to c^. 
found his councils, to weal^n and divide hi|.totv,es jn fuch a 
n^nner as would rendey^jfiory ccrtailfTtod dip the wings 
of this foaring and ambiti5\ s king. But his policy,,Jiis pe- 
netration, coura 2 c,cand ftcaunefs, fruftrated all their d3igfis, 
and turned their intrigues aWinft themfelves. He procured 
tome of the mod faithful n^^Iemcn of Zealand to carry on a 

^ , 4itat. ibid. 

fcoal^ 



^ si 

fecr^ and to^piomltt 4ttt Am 

a^uid takt ati Iheir vaflals, u fbon u his M 

appeared. Sai^ar^l^er defigns they formed ; ahd appeared 
fo earneft and 'fiocerc, that Olaus^ having no {brpiciori ol 
treachery, had nearly been furroundul by Canutes iteet» while 
ne was waiting the eii^s of the proitiifcd inmrredlion. Tht^ 
were all, the mearuresrof OiatsS overturned, without the lofs of 
a manv’^SfiW hirhfclf„lu*c^d to reo^at with fuch precipiutton^ 
as equalled thedifgrad); of a da.ea^’/ * As foon ik^ Canute had 
refrethed his irooir, he pDvlcJ wlth^uch celerity to Schemi!^ 
that he furprifcd^^acicai^x'. :\)d P.cw ir battle the king of 
Swidin *. v4 . I ' 

Having now ru} his do nii'iiniis of r^reign enemies, his 
^ next meafure was* to raife fuch civil con^orlans in Norway^ 
as would render it impofliblc fof ^difturb the peace of 

Denmark. With this view' he arrfidlv difl9ibuted large Aims The fuere/i 
of money among the leading ^len of that kingde^, encou-^Ca* 
raged Harold the king’s brother to renew his claim to tthe nute’/ 
crown,^nd, in a word, took fuch eSe£lual a^d politic ^cp8,%* 
as not dlllf anfwered his purpofe, but ended in the death of 
Dlauif m^o, as fome affirm, had been murdered, by a confpi- 
racy formed by his brother HW/f; and, according to the 
relation oC others, was depofed and put to death by his "own 
'wiriitiy, influenced by the golj| and intrigues of the court of 
Denmark 

CANUT E was now the moft formidable potentate per- yj^ffha- 
haps, in Europe. Denmark^ Sweden^ Horwfiy^ and England^ ^^^^raSer am 
tributary to him : his lilliance was courted by the greateft death. 
monarchs ; and even the emperor Conrade fought hh daughter 
in marriage, and voluntarily renounced all claim to Hoylein. 

When Conrade was afterwards depofed, he reaped the fruits 
of Camite\ friendihip ; for, by means of bis intereft and 
power, he was again reftored to the iinpcrial dignity. After 
this he embarked for England^ in which country he fpent the 
r^^jmaiqder of his life. Finding the extent of ms dominions, 
an^ t^e government of (b many diftant kingdoms, too great a 
weip.!»r for any Angle perfon, he relblved to divide the autho- 
rity; and accordingly gave the ciown of Denmark to his fc- 
cond bn Aiafxd'^anute ^XO Harold^ eldeA, according to 
the Danljh hifiorians,'*iirc gave the crom-«>f England ; and lo • 
^wrif^theopoungeft, be affigned Nomtay (A). As we (halt 


* Saxo, L X* Msus 


i 

tus.Liii. p. 5;. ^ 

•_ ' 


^ Vld. Attt. citat. ibid* 


(A) OaxEngliJh hifloHans in conccriiing theifTuc of this, mo**' 

r neral labour under a ruttake nar^. They call king 
Mod. Hisx. Vol.-XXXU. - ^ If w 



^8 ^ # Deonwk. 

have ocsaitpn.to.eilarge up<(D .this great 

pcince in our Htftory of Bnglan,^- p avoid repetidjCko, we (ball 
only fubjoin. in this place, that he died^ 'Tiattiral death io 
. England^ after he had reigned with great apfdaufe for the 
fpace of twcnty-fiyc years ov6t that kingdom, and is deferved- 
ly enrolled with'«the greateft princes w^o ever wore the dia* 
dcm. His early age was rendered famoj|is by conquefts, glo- 
rious vidtories, and the mdil refined, pojcy : the hdL^ars of 
his life were amiable by ijsTinVjrance, ,ji driiS regard, to juf- 
tiep, affability, clcmoncy, and t?.»cry other virtue that could 
render him beloved and rcljiedtcd by his fubjedts. But this^is 
not the |)lacc to exp-itijttc on b>s charadlu. of which we only 
trace the outlines tJi).’' 

H 'a J-ov.-® I-C J N U T E. 

Tins prince, tile fecSitd fon of Canute^ obtained the ap- 
iTurcH- pellaiioii ^•(^Hard'h Canute^ Hardi-Knutc^ from the dim- 
Canutc, etilwes hcV)mbalcd, and the valorous actions he performed 
in when his father had fent him thither in pursuit of 

Olaus king or Norway* He was preparing to invade England^^ 
"then governed by h^jbtothcr Harold, when ibme infurrc&ions 
among the Norweglani^ who were defirous of rccalltng the 
Ohifts taniily, rendered his prcfence in that country neo^i^ 
His tranfaitions in Nirit»<sy arj^^ varioufly related. Some*^ 

* firm that he fent an army thither, which was . defeated by 
. Magnus^ the fon of Olausy the cledted king of Norway. 
Others are of opiniop, thikt, in order to profeente his voyage 
to England^ Hardi-Canuie entered intrf^a treaty' d^ith Magnuu 
and yielded to him the crown, of which his brother ^wen was 


of Eor'fjfiy the cldeil fon of Ca^ 
nuti, and ailiun that he was 
born before his father ^became 
Uiiig of E*iglcvidt which iji an 
alll’uioii directly oppoiitc to the 
rchitionj, of /^<*w<yZ>hiilcrians (i). 

(B) Ti:o A; writers relate 
an anecdote of this prince, which 
wc do not find mentioned by 
any Enoltjh hiliorian. Having 
in his 'caps killed of h’s 
foldiers, he iminediateljkairem- 
blfd the perp!e, <and eifiiicd 
upon In's being tried by ^Jury, 
who brought him in gui^y, but 


refenred the fentence and pu- 
niflixnenc to his own pleafure. 
He hid befbrq rsfed the price 
of murder at a certain pecuniiiry 
muldt, a third of whic}} w|inj 
to^he king, a third to the rrfa- 
tions of the deccafeJ, a 
third (fay the Damjh writers) 
to the army. nqjv decreed^ 
tbatc hi>afi^r*^hpuld ^ pay sine 
times e Value of the ufua} 
fine ; end to reiOovb diifi^lties 
about lus own third, he or- 
dered it fhould be given to the 
clergy (a). 
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^ Be'ihb «-k will, ceiti|ja 

ii^lpped a great 41eet, and failod to 


Bruges in pOiSBtL0ioT!ovfiipeSt at that time the refuicnce of bis 
Another Emmu^ by whoqi he made acquainted with the 
death of Harold. Here it was that he was anct by the Eng^ 
lijh ambail'adois, femf to invite him to accept of the crowti. 
A$ frHfri iipnrr.ffirw; I J may tie looked upon as an Englifis 
king, we (hall lyavtT^e parti of bis reign to be related 
in the hiftory m that country* SuiScient lor our purppfe ^t 
*ls, -that. he reigned king of Denmark from the year 1035, one 
yffar before his father's death, the year 1041 ; and died wlA 
the reputation ofU prince vvhofe char«jC.ter was compounded 
'(9r«the mod detelnible vices an^ the virtues. His 
valour and generolity were in the /luriber ol the latter ; his 
cruelty, fcfocity, intemperanct;, debj^uchcry, compofed 
the former ^ h 

MAGNUS. y 


PONT A NUS relates, that, after the^death o( Hard!- 
Canuttf Magnus^ tlic fon of Olausy king of Norway^ fuc- 
ceeded to the throne of Demnarky in oonfequencc of a 7 3^ 
<'bmaa£f between him and Hardi-CanuUy that the furvivor 
(holm inherit both kingdoms r but we End no mention of 
freaty in any other hiftorian, nor was it in the power 
of Hardi-C^nute to bequeatn his crown, without the con* 
fent of his people. On the contrar;^, Meurfius affirms, 
that Magnus invaded Denmark ^ith p* j>owerful fleet and 
^ army, immediately dh the death of Hardi^anuu. It was 
' the dread of his power that induced the ftates to cleft him, 
in order to avoid the neceflity of being compelled into that 
meafure.^ Immediately he received the allegiance and homage 
of the nobility, and was publicly proclaim^ king of Denmark 
miNorwayy foi 1^ this time the Erf^lljh had renounced the 
blood, and railed Edwardy farnanied UntConfrJfory to the 
^ront. His election wu uncontefted; but Swerty the ne- Swen, n> 
phew of Canute the Great; by his lifter, foon after the accef- 
lion if. Magnus^ put in his claim to the throne, imagining he 
ihould be ftrongly fupporced by Englandy in confequcnce of a 
promiie^e llMWeceived^from Edwardy and Tome other fteps 
he had uken'iti th^Rourttry- ThisW^w is fpoken of as if 
*be ^ b(wa king of England after HardsAJanutdo death ; for 
Gfomniaiicus and Meurfius both fay, that he left the affairs of 
iht kingdom in the hands of Haroidy Godwin^s fon, who be- 
trayed hifli, and Was the great inlirument of expelling the 


* CaAsuca. apodMcuRs. L in. Saxo, 1. x. 
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Damt 



S^%'en 


iico ^ht Vamx&t* 

' Dmui.t^ of ^ Bland. Kdy|lS fiaRiDit it wu 

t^t ho difobted the crown of bm/n^ wi% intend- 

ira toule force, iUould his appltcaiidod to i^mMca prove in- 
emfiual. Both his deii^ns were dow fmftntted, and the 
Datui driven out of England^ which they could never after- 
wards recover. “ . 

‘ Notwithstandino thefe unfortunate occurrences, 5uv» 
determined not to relinquilli'his claim ;^e had thrsdCf.efs to 
gain over a great number odftht' DamJhcvSbilli*y to his intereft, 
and by their means equipped a fieet in yutlmdf with which 
^e gave battle to Magnus^ and was routed, being forced to 
take (belter in the Bland of Funn. Here h". refitted, and ven- 
tured upon another engagement, which tc minated as unfuc- 
cefsfully as thor forin^. His whole fleet was taken or dif- 
perfed, himfelf efcapiri^ w^th a (ingle (hip to Zulandt whither 
the conqueror purfoed hiifl,' and ouiged him to retire to fome 
of the rem/hur provinces of Sweden ^ 

This vbar being ended, Magnus refumed his operations 
againfl the Vandals^ with whom it feems he was at war before 
threw ! the Swen occafiondd the late commotions. He bad (Iain dteir 
Vandals prince Ratiboriuit who left behind him ei^t fons, all fworn - 
in a enemies to Magnus^ and men of great valour, who refblved 
batil*' on avenging their father’s death. Accordingly diey over- 
run with a multitude of trorps the coafts of Jtatmd^ 
wafle all the country througK which they palled, with au 
the cruelty of incenfed barbarians. Fired with refentmenr, 
and the deplorable Cqnditfon to which his unhappy fu^eds 
were reduced, ^agnui raifed an arnr^', feizetk the flrait pc 
narrow pafs at Slywick to intercept the enemy, and there 
gave them battle, with fuch advantage as fully avenged his 
(ubjeds, and punilhed thofe barbarians for their favk'ge cruel- 
ty. Some hinorians relate, that forty tbouiandof the Fmdh/r 
were le(^ dead on the field, and thole that remained com- 
pelled to lay down their (trms, and furrender at diferetion ; 
but Meurfius reduces the number (Iain to fifteen thoufand. 
affirming, however, that the prifemers greatly exceeded this 
number 

. . This vidoryi and his clemency to the prifoners, i^uired 
him the furname of Gapd ; and fo. endewedri-iin tp* all ' bis 
^ood. • his return they met blnrin erbwds, loading 

him with bleflings, ^juring Swesu and ofiwiog-rfheir Jives^ 
and fortunCi for tbs> tSttUjpation of tW pretender to his crdu(n* 
and the defonce of his mhjefly’s perfen and dignity. It wot 
not long after the defeat of the Fandedt that Magmu died by 


Magnus 
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c ftll froajr^ lwrt^ whkAl^lc fticbt it a Itare'a malbifA'n/Mii 
the road twifott )iil|k atidwrew his rider upon ftakes fixed ia tmd th»- 
the ground, or fo^trudks df trees that had juft been tWtrmthr. 
down. Other Writers *I|ed^ that he ym drowned in the 
Bdtity in paffiiw from one uip to anothn in a fmall boat. 

Certain it it, that hit death was greatly and defervedly la* 
.oiente dAy h is peppK;i w hj> enj oyed under him all the (eliciiies 
which ii'was in'uaj|^w of a i|iie and brave monarch to 
communicate to*aTOawnate«and faithful fubjedb, in fo (hurt 

• • ^ to • « 

a>>r^gn as eight 
more than three y 

fir £ N ^ 

After the death of^Nj/egnur, Swtr^ whio had ever fince m , 
his defeat bdin an exile in SwtJettt was called without <^po* 
iition to the throne, to which he was the nea|d|ft heir by ' *' 

blood. From his mother, who was lifter to CanutAhe Grfot, 
he took the furname of Efirith ; but notwithftandine Im al> 
lianoe to this great prince, neceftity, rather ^an anenion, 
made the Dmut elevate him to the dienitg of their king, the 
whole blood royal being extinS in n^im~Canuu. Kgtenlttafiia 
part of the lution, and indeed the bulk of the nobility*and lubf Swen 
j^j^lep who had Tided with Magnus againft him, would have wusiUflul 
l^n gjlad to Tee any other peribn upon the throne, as they 
dreaded the tefentment of a prince whofe pretenfions they had 
lb ftrenuoufly oppofed. Another cincumftance belides the ne> 
celfity from kipored, contributed greatly to £uw»’a promotion. 

■>PiK late defeat of the Vandals bad greatly weakened that peo* . 
pie ; but then it increaled their animoTiw to the Daws, in the 
Tame proftortion it diminilbed their ftrength. They im> 
patiently watched the opportunity for revenge; and a better 
could never offer, than when Dtnsssark was embroiled in a ci- 
vil war, whidb would inevitably happen, bad any oppofition 
bejn myde to Svun'% elevatbn. Tnis the prudent men fore- 
ftw, and chofe therefore wnn rite hazard of hit refentment, 
for haipng taken part with Magnsa againft him, than to ex- ' 
pofe tlid%ingdom to certmn deflrudion, from the incurfions of 
To barbarptis, £gtfl,. and gicenfed a foe, as the Vandals^. 

dfifiXJi^b^anhisMdgn by making fome regulations in the A,. IX 
^urcb, and fettling the jurif(li£tion of the feveral bilhops, io{6, or 
conceft iing 'which fame di^tcs bad arifen pmong the clergy. ic*49- 
W|^ he was buified in this manner, the Nortutgians recalled 
fUrtIdf the brother of their king Olaui, and placed him on 

* Aut. fupra. ,;ritac. ibid. ^ Portar. 1.v. p. 182. 
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^ tbc throne, after he had lived a hi>fl»ber#^|^EI» an' eat- 
i)e. Hanld knoaring that Swin vfaii Denmark^ 

and finding that his power was infufhckn^ diipate with that 
monarch, fcruplcd pot to hold bis ktngdom as a’ fief of Den 
- , . jnark^ until a fit liccafion (hould offer for hie claiming its inde- 

Norw i throwing off fo fhameful a vaffalage. He 

orw \y opi>ortuniiy of Svcftn^ bcing engfigcd in .a wt r with 

** uponS^la. yiindah^ and levied poyerful which lie had 

* the prefumption to invade a part of the DOntJS dominions. In- 
telligence of his proceedings foon recalled Stven^ who pave 
Him battle, and with prodigious lofs. A) great part 6f llis 
fleet was taken without a ft*jgle man onV »o^rd, the feamen 
plunging themy ves tnfo the fea to avoid^viic difgrace of f?l! 
ing into the hands an enemy had been taught to 
hold in contempt,,^ in consequence of the repeaf^ victories 
gained ovc^tjhcm. Aleurfiui relates, that having firft 
gained achmpiecc victory, but gct>eiou(Iy fetting the captives 
at liberty, A/ immediately renewed the fight* while the 
Danifl) munaich was wrapped in fecurity, and eafily defeated 
him. &wen being «thus conquered, took refuge with the re- 
mainder of his fleet in the fmalt iflands, from whence be 
wcivt over to Sebomn and Zedand to recruit his forces,, and 
endeavour to retrieve the lofs fudained from bis toOigri^l, 
diumanity. As foon as he hud completed his levies, atid 
repaired his fleet* he again fought the enemy ii/tbe BeMcm 
'1 o pi event his fhipi. defeiting him, he had them chained to-, 
gether, and though greatly inferior ig force, bravely main- 
tained the engagement till night, and would probably have^lr^ 
tained a vi<^lory, had not Harold received a reinforcement, 
which greatly difpirited the Dants^ or rather a number of Grr- 
mans who lerved in the fleet, and now Separated themfelves in 
the night, to prevent (he confequencee iff a defeat, and their 
Swen falling into the enemy’s ^hands, Swen^ whofe ^courage was 
/eauJ. invincible, renewed the battle noa morning, notwitbflandin? 

a third part of his fleet bad with^awn, and hdpmg to maVe 
up by relblution what he wanted in ftrength, fought wuh the 
utmoft fury, and moft obflinatc valour, until hcwa^iakTcngth 
overpowered by numbers, and forced-tp yield t o big ilLfortuiiip 
HAROLDt not fatisfied with two eifiiori^^bcafned over 
the Danis^ landed his forces, and laid wafie all the coafls of 
the iflands and Do^tfh continent, burning, defiroying, ab.j ra- 
vaging many villages and cities, and among the reft SUfijAth" 
Swen was lorced to content himt'elf with harrafling Harold in 
his march, net being able to raiie a force fufficient to give him 

« Mevrs. I. ill. p* c. L ^ 
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battle ; to txptSt k, Providence 

• wrought ^ j” fituarfon. The civil divflioas 
in England Harotts ambition tb extend his con- 

Quefts and inttience^ erblch he thought he might probably do 
by taking paVt with G^dtvin^s children againfl their fovcrcign. 

The low condition to which he tfad reduced ^zvfny gave him 
^ no dif||urban€e afaent the confequences of his abfcncc fro^i 
thcraorf-^c an expedition to£i?^^- 

land^ where he^w|^illed; by vShich means Swen recovered 
peaceable pofie^on of lilj his dominions* Tons 

and Magnil^ (hared their father’s dominions, and en^ ^ ^ 
tered into a treafti ^nd allianee with 6Ww, which was con- 
^rmed by the Otaus v{ith the daughter ol Swen •*. 

The death of- king of fyiglan^ flain in a bat- 
tle fought ^ith Nofmamty^ called the Conqne- 

ror^ furniOied Swen with an opportunity ofqjuttingJn his claim 
to the crown of England^ as the only remainingawrendant of. 

Canute the Greats He had kindly received the two fon^and 
daughter of Harold^ who took refuge with him upon t^eir* fa- 
ther s defeat ; and the latter he niarried to the*|)rinccof Rujfui^ 

He accordingly equipped a fleet Df two^tundred fail, and put 
on board a large body of land-forces, under the command of 
has fbnsjHkr^/^and Canute, On their arri^^a) in the mofith of 
'*%\ecliumber^ they w^ere fuddcriW joined by a great body of mal- 
contents, *1^0 were rcfolvcd at any rate to throw off the u^^ ^ 

fupportable tyrannical yoke of William. After a fcrics of The 'Danes 
tranfaclions, which will be recited ftf ih^^EngUfi) hiftory, they 
^ Kfired, at tho perfuaOtn of Oshern^ brother to SweUy who 
^ nali been corrupted by the gold of Normandy. The king his 
brother ms fo incenfed at this meanly venal a£lion, that on 
the return of the fleet, he immediately ordered Osbern into 
perpetual banifhment *» 

A FEW years before 5w«r’s deaths the VttndaU again re- 
volted, from their dillike to the Cfaiifttan religion, which they 
ahtd been forced to embsece, after the great defeat they iaft 
received from lUrold. After ovcrturnfng and ruining all the TU Van- 
Chrilii^ cbtircbes among them, felting up their pagan idols, rial s over* 
an^i^Uing to death a oifhop and fevcral Chriftian prelates, r«« llol-' 
th^ enWed ^He^dn with fire and I word, and made the conn H dn, 
try an entire delart5'*^cy moreover pillaged the city of SUf- 
^/r/'i^levelled , the churches with the ground, and intlerifion 
the crucifixes which miftaken piety bad ereclcd’ in dif- 
ferent quarters of the town. But the greateft infalt upon 
Swen was, the manner in which they treated his fifter Sjrith^ 


McurSw Hill. ibid. 


H + 


^ Saxo Gram. 1. xi. 


whom 



m 


wiMim they naked* andm tlatdMili^lillllt wDtn- 

$r^k. With facb tderity did tsxeiMt M jittfe barbari- 
ties, that they had over run the and Hoi- 

Jliin^ before twm had intelligence tMT the He ini- 

mediately raifed an, army to* revenge tltefip lyrics, but foon 
dropped his re(<)lution, and wafted h{s time in unfcfaronable 
aAs of devotion at Rofchild. Superftkion |^ad now weakened 
all hit faculties ; priefts betftme feiftHP|to^ounfell o w a nd all 
. the duties of a kine, and of a man w^^i^rbed^n a narrow 
zeal and criminal tiigotry to the pageantry of religion. Hjs 
^fubje£ts were oppreiTed with taxes to fupp^t the luxujj^and 
^ *pomp of the clergy, to purchafe plate, aip other church or- 
A endow religious foundyi^.iS. Hence it is 

clcnjy^glorie/have ^tolled the c|^i^er of this prifice, 
tbaraaer. moff munificent, pious, ^rrJ merciful prince that 

ever filled the thione of Denmark ; notwitbllanding his 
incontinence was fo great, that or fifteen Tons he left be- 
hind him,^ not one was legitimate ; and he had polluted the 
boufe of God by the cruel murther of feveral of his nobility : 
an o4cnce whfeh he fufSciently expiated by his munificence 
and gcnerofity to thofe who afiiimed the power of gfant^g 
abfolucion for the moil heinous crimes'^. 

Tl^ IS prince died of an acute fever in Juikni^ wbfte^is 
fon Canuti was quelling a rebellion , which appeared 
^bonia^ that province m Livokia which ‘ the Damn preferved 
from the time that HoriiknuU conquered, it. . *Whcn 5tcvif 
perceived that his diftolmion was approaching, be aflembled 
fiU fiv9 all the npbility abouf him, and obliged them to promise that 
fimfuctetd they would chufc his eldeft fon for their king, and after 
him in i^rthe next furviving brother ; in confequence of which obliga- 
*krone /hc- tion, five of hts children fucceftively arrived at thfi dignity ; 

jifi inftance that cannot perhaps be equalled in the hiSory of 
the world. As to the charadler of this prince, his unfortunate 
battles with Haroli of J^nc;qy prove him a great*warr1or ; for 
military talents are not always to be eflimated by the ever^ 
His cxceflive indulgence to the clag^' ar the expence of his 
people^ who were almoft ruined his pious donations^ prove 
him cither to be naturally weak, or V lead emaiculatld)!^/fu- 
prftition. The number of his illegiiifnate chiidc^i dqpionll^te 
pirn to have been libidinous ; and hts fln9[acririg: a number of 
hts nobility as they were offering their devotions in church, iC 
a tefttmony of t^s cruelty and' impiety, however he 
throw a veil of grimace over the latter ; but hb condu^m 
the Norwigian war are fuflicient proofs that his natural difpo^ 
fttion was brave, libera), and generous to a degree of weak- 
fipfi. 

« Saxo Gram. Poi(taii. &Mrdr$. ibid. 
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tTXEOLJ^, Ibn of Swnt was defied in the Harold 

Mom of bit fiNber* •(her warm difputtt about the fucceffion. the Sin* 
The noble qmfa^ iof Cmutt, ,a yoa'n^,/bn, had railed a pie, 
ftrong party tti hit hwouf { but the promife made to the late i'*/. 
klng ,.-and Ifyrp8^i«tM% at length prevailed : upon which Cr > 
nuU wi:nf_over't^iil^M, there |. to canyon the waragatnft 
the Vandahy that'ha^*becn left unnniihed by bis father. This 
a kind of honourable voluntary banilhment, iiito which he 
enttawd to avoi^xciting his brother’s jealoufy^ or diflurbitrg 
the tranquility^^the kingdoih. . So prudent and moderate a 
.^cqnduQ in a prince of known ambition wrought fuch 
an effeA on .»<tr 0 /^(urnamed the Si^ky That he gave him ' 
the kindelbinvitations tSl^turcn, and oirercd to receive him as 
his colleague in the throne ; but Cmutt afihered to his firft re- 
foiutjon, either forefecing that a divided autRc^ty would be 
attended with inconvenience, or difdaining to (hare the fu> 
preipe power, with a brother whofe capaci^ defpifed*. ’ 

Sqmb writers place an inter-regnum of (our years about this 
time t but whether after the death of Setwi, or of Haroldy we 
^nnot affirm ; nor do the befl hiftorians make any mention 
It fdL,of fuch a chafm in the regal government : (or iflartld 
was eleded by the firft diet that aflembled after the death of 
his fathe^p and Canutty who then refided in futlmiy was info 
mediately recalled on the death of^ his bt;other ^ 

S Beforb Harold nmunted the throno) be inade the largeft 
lifes to the people of framing new laws, fuch as would re* 
all the grievances confequent on thofe at that time in 
, afd of governing them with the moft fcrupulous re- 
gard to juAice, and the public good ; but the £rA part of his 
engagement he never fulfilled, exce^ in one inftance. This^/„^ 
was a law by which criminals, where pofitive evidence vf os math ly 
wanting, (bould be allowed to dear themfelves by «i oath, Harald. 
hnd, ‘without paffing tbe^rdeal, or trial by fire, as was ufuat 
in Denmarky and all the other kingdoms in Europt. The law 
wa^neoeived with univflrfal approoation : after whfeb Haroldy 
mf/4fJhq had fufficiently eAablilhed his reputation, refigned 
minfel(*to t^^%t}A^mief]il indolence and (loth, negleded f, 
to enforce the laws already made, and fuffered the whole king* ’ 
doit to be polluted by the moft fcandalous corruption, licen- 
edverneri, and venality ; in which fituatioh Comte found it at 
0e death of his brother, who furvived bit elevation but two 

• Saxo Gaaw. 1. xi. * Svskikc. Chron. Dan. p.^%> 





'eari» according tfy 

Sttcr acquaints us^ that fomc wnters, havina^ongli). bis reign 
to upwards of fix years (A)« 

* • •: ■ ' 

c ji Put E the pfou s. 

C' lnutc * CJNUTE was recalled by the ftates on^he death^of his 
PiQu^ brother, and appointed hib fucedfer^-^^Gr^wz?//**^??^}^, that 
76/^ if///''! ^bis piincc accepted ot the^ crown mcCTyj^iih a*vicv. to ex* 
^ rend thc Chrifiian leligion^ and Vot fren inoMVws of ambjj 
fjon. 'I'hc war he had canied mi • lif^^tlEtJic 

againft the VandaL was for thoejake oj icii jirni ; and he now 
renewed it, when ^is povjc. enable pun»(h the im- 

piety of thofe ififidcls wit ' u;r Lyi^sr'.J Teveritv j^dr 
IL'j fen- did he ever relax in this c he *;::(! accr^v; u 

by obliging|fevcral<^idolatrous natioj lyn f'n the J \rr 
.I^ivonia kMufeovy^ to receive iht t. etb^ of f*. ?'i 

Having happily finifhed this war, h 
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to the«carl of Flanders^ and then applied f ^'unbihe 

licencioufners, irfimoralky, and corruption v. wk h b.^' r' pt it>to 
public offices, and among all degrees of nutu during ihe >n ac- 
tive reign KyiUaroUL But fenfibic that exaniple would oper^'e 
mord 'powerfully oq the minds of the people than the mo^ 
rigid laws, he began a reformation, by the ftrifteft obfcA'anH^ 
6f every moral and religious vif^ue, by enforcing th 9 laws al-* 
ready made, and by fhewing his own compliance to them, irl 
the fame manner heVpquIAd of the meaneft fubjedl:. The 
cflcil anfwcrcd his nioft (anguine cxp^£lation.« Evcr> m! n 
was ambitious of emulating his fovercigii ; merit and v.i/uV" 
were the only recommendations to court*favoui ; and/tT/L 
rendered them univcrfally fought after. In a wordfC-w/z’s 
reign may be called the reign of religion, virtue, ar.d true 
worth in Dinmark^ in ^bich temperance, chaftity^ libc ralir}', 
juftice, and all the heroic and focial virtues were cultivated 
from the king to the pcafant ; ai^, afionifbing infiance t# ^ 
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(A) Here frefh chronologi- contryy, \vjbqj^r^ndii|lfy -^d 
cal difficulties occur, feme ^ri- enidition«i<Viiinot •be called in 
ters affirming, that Harold the qoeflion, places Harold ipyo^ 
S;m/lf began his rejgn in the and 1081, if we fiippofe hfta to 
year 1085, on which year 6'w» have reigned but two years 
<died, according to them ; and if we mher foppofe him to 
among lliefe is the judicious have reigned fix, between 107^ 
PonUtnusm Suafttftgiusf on the and loSO'i. 
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a nation iftay be bcdo^t^nr. 
of J difcerning nvjoarch * j ® 

'Il|t8 undergone a thorough aUeraiioiit 
Gauute next sqiplied tht^t to eoctcfiailica) mauers, in which 
he made feveral uliefilArcgulations^ 'Fhe fii (i:, was to detach 
the body of the clergy intirely from the civil governmcin, and 
confine’ Their aut&U:rity wholly so the afFaTrs of the chuich ; 
filch aVirvtj['**£li»>g livfes, manner?^ and doctrii^c of the 
inft^rior clergy ; preVrihiiig: the forms of public word im>, &c. 

pow » of me bS-heps, Son ever, vasj^reatly auijmcnti’d; for 
they*^ere i -d" liry of dukes and princes, and toolc- 

piacc of the .uv oobuirv of the I'dghcft quality. Such 
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foi,*ilic bifl^op’., he/^cvc^ inveltcd them 
fw’ord,**v.n(i • ' rmittir'* them to ^ to war with 

’‘-Ti * ii» *T[ neoiMichs; an jnfiitution which 

■ew'^, th^;t i ': 'h 'looi) fenfeof 6S»/v/^wl.s not pi oof 
t'U' ciaf'" o( H '• > r-'ton and priefthood ; as /lominji could • 
abfurd ihac. Hiis authority committed into the Imnds 
c prelates ffoi that was thr number of J)iihops irviXrx- 
*K‘ while the reft of the clergy were wholly cut ofF 
iV>v , Civil V jfiC'C^ions, and dqjrivcd of that weight which 
a\ >e i^uld give influence to their dodfrine, or declarc^ihcm 
dfLthfTiame funilion with thofe dignified jfrclates *. 

But it was not the leaif glpry of Canute^ that he paid the Canute’/ 
utmoft ref()c£f to men of learning, and promoted the ftudy of 
arte and fcicnccs by his own priv^jc bepcvolence, as well as 
by.public rewards, and certain literary foundations, which he 

Ml * 


^K-ycd to the ecclefiaftical government. It is certain, how- 


(hat 


prince may carry his regard to religion and Icarn- 
5 pitch dangerotfs to himfelf and oppicflivc of the 
C^ntfU^s bounty to the clergy and learned men had 
ury!<' ; befides the numberlcfs jnfticutioni he made in 
V *: Javour? he granted them the tythes, which occafioncd an 
univerfal difaftedion, and at length brought on his ruin. 

* targe* fums of money wefc expended in creding churches and 
pious foundations, which were raifed from thetwe.it of the la- 
bou(jcrri and (he oppreffi^ of the ufcful husbandman and me- 

IN thts ritySnbri,«l»rc*the affairs of Denmark^ v. hen Qiuute^ n, 
gaftde civil and ecclefiaftical affairs, refolved tune mort 
Shark in war, and attempt the recovery of England, redudUfk 
^^SOMtnunicated bis intentions firft to his t>i other wnor/Kng-. 

iand. 
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gmdjr approve it ftoAi pi^ipa'flB«% and afiervards to 
tSe fentte, who did not dirootfrim' Ihfi jmaft. Upon this 
Qmtut equipped a fleet, and raifed Mt'Mflf whh all poffible 
expedition. The earl of Fkmimt lHA a gicat number o' 

S exiles reQdi^ at tha^ nobkmaoVfioortiT^oiced at the 
n that was likely to more then to their own country, 
whence they were driven kvetity andjpaotiality 

to Hbt Ntrmam, While thp fleet ai^lpim tivere- waiting at 
tier €*m- the appointed rendezvous, until Qfirntt l&d niiflied Tome pub* 
/firf lie bufinefl, and appointed regents to goveita ^e kingdony Jin 
bis abfence, be difeovered that his htothn, J^laus bad<4feen 
fecretly endeavouring to deprive him of tlie c^wri : upon 
which he immcdiatrly fet out with a ^'Iroops for Sl^. 
wieif of which* 'his brother was gover^jafT to fecure bh per- 
fon, and’ bnng him to public juftite. Olauj hadt however, 
fo gained utfon the 'affedions of the foldiers, that they refufed 
to obey thcJklhg’s orders to feize him : upon which nr/r, bro* 
ther ‘both to OLnn and the king, broke into his apartment, 
and brtmght bin. bound in chains to his majefty. Qmii/v, not 
caring to pollute bis hands with a brother’s blt^, fent him to 
his father-in-law the eari of Fhndtr$t with dire£lions. that he 

fhould^be treated in a manner fuited to his rank, but, ib ia^ 

rowly Wtched as to prevent his return to Dtitmari, 7^ tb\ 
mean time, the tools of Olaut had fo wrought upon the ininA 
& the foldiers by their artful infinuations, that ibeyMlsbanded 
themfelves before the king’s return, which obliged him to 
poflpone his expedition) to £»/!<>«</, and convoke another diet,) 
before he could raife an army *. m _ 

fit One This diet he opened with a fpeech, reminding the pMj^ 
ttMutJttt. of the glory acTOired by his anceftors, by the faithft^ attach* 
ment of their futgedlst of theit cooquefls in the di^rent 
parts of Eunptt and particularly in Engjanit which country 
they held for two hundred wars in fubjedion, and now loft 
from the indolence and puhllanimity which laid hold of the 
once intrepid Dantu He rq>retent«.d to them the lhahie ot ‘ 
deferting their monarch, who was in full purfuit of glory, 
conqueft, and dominion ; and of fo ^tandaloufly ahandoiiing 
a caufe, which required no more than their prcfencc to tacAd- 
nate happily. He laid before them the^dvjitn'agto'^hi^ woinii 
' refult to D/mntfrf, a poor, rocky, cold, and unfertile country, 
from the conqueft of an ifland abounding with all the cck'%^ 
fuencies and luxurid of life : in a word, he omitted no ar^- ^ > 
ments that could feduce or impel ihem to their duty) but in vam. 
The emiflariet of Olaut were indefatigable, and the miii^ of the 


peopJae 


* Aut. citat. ibid. 



people fiMeteigtfifrom the dnirtw 

had grintfo me iM^trgy. They infifted upon till 

revocatioti of diit Qixitu was luihappily obflmate 

IQ confirm tC» The in arms in ditierent quar- e^ ^ ^ 
ters, and be fW temto fck Aeltcr in the ifland of ^ 

where be foon after perahed through the treacncry of a nobler 
man, fi4plity be placed.bis gfeateft confidence. He 

died by hati^ W apeopt&hc l^ved ; and but for a few er* 

rors ih coitdu^, a.id the ambition of hb brother Olaus^ 

ivpuld have gv. ^cj|d happily.* . Hb valour, juAicc, genero'fity, 

^nti ^etyt wer^univerfaliy acknowledged ; but a certain cait^ 
neb of teipper, ai J tin&ure of cnthuftafiic devotion, betrayed 
him into weaknelTes that were the original caufes of his unfor- 
tunate end« In a word, the reader cinnot perceive a 
flrtking analpgy between his .eharadicr and meldncholy cata- 
ftrophe, and that of our CharUs !• Both Were princes, who, 
but for the peculiar circumAances of the times,* would have 
reigned equally beloved by their fubjecis, and eAeemed b)» fo- 
reigners I both fell the facrifices of amiable foibles, ^dangerdus 
inde^ in monarchs, but greatly admired in private life \ ^ 

V O L A U furnamid the Hungry^ or Famijhed^ 

^'CA'^UT death was no fooncr ktiovi^n, than the friends oiioi, 
of Olaus fet every fpring at woik to procure his liberty, znd/urftamid 
raife him ta the throne* They doubted not but they (hould Han- 
enjoy hb chief confidence and favsmr, a# they were the in- gry or 
Ariunents of his promotion. Accordingly a fum of money Famiihcd, 
ratfed for his ranfom, and his brother Nicholas fent to the Iph hiag. 

Flanders to conduct O/crer to Denmark (A). On his 
anivaT hisrhrothcr Eric^ who had feized him in Slefwick^ re- 
tired with his family xoto Sweden^ not doubting but the young 
king would deeply refent an afiion which bad occafioned his 
long imprifotiment. 

The firft aA of 0/Ws govermfient was the (hewing his 
gratitude to his brother fmholaSy then confined in Flanders^ 
and fending thither a large fum of money for his redemption. 

He i)ext proceeded to fe^jeral popular regulations, in order to 

• ,b‘XkQ,GaAM. 1. Xii. POKTAM. L V. 

/ 

^he condttft of Nhlo* offered bimfelf a prifoner in his 
diy«nYt. find a remarkable in- room, was'^ accepted, and vo- 
fiance of brotherly affefiion ; luntari^ put on, the chains 
for the earl of Flanders refufing which his brother had juA laid 
Sb iet Olaus at liberty, Nicholas afide (i). 

Grnm* /. xii. Pmsmu, /. v. /. too. dieurf, /. iv. 
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Great 
/carcity h 


/ipcurc tbe.affc£fcteni of tbc 

yart of the n^upu4readed hts.t^eOtQMt( afiCQunt of their 
t^^ioufing the caoKP of Canute: iiUciToptcd in the 

midfl of this laudable condu^ by 

/^rctfy in forefee nor prevent. , A dreadful famine, in 

confequeiice or^ a bad hai^vefl, preveikcd fo inuch,^that the 
richeft people in Denntark ^cre forced to lopply* thj. jjrant of 
bread with roots, and other vcgctable$> wmi|e th^poof, who 
were unable to prtjcuie even thefe, pcAih)^ in thc'v;. vcts and 
, highways. Nor was this all ; ‘.the heat ofj^tfa^inecedmg; lujT^- 
^er, aiid the deluges of rain which had fad^' in the at^enr) 
occafii>ned fuch a corruption i>i the air, ana alter^^ion iirthc 
hunviii frame, as^^’as attenlried with the mofftlcplorable pettU- 
Icnce that hay;*/ ever' been known in ^«y northern country- - 
Both ihclc terrible calamities, pf fa.."rrhe and pcfti]f‘nce, feemed 


to contenjf which ihould moft ailiict the fniferable Danes. 

. Tkcii.ifandE cf fouls were fwept off by each, and public faff- 
ing# and prayers appointed in all the churches, to bcleech 
* G^«to remove fo in foppar table a fcourgc, which they now 
'^looked upon as the juff puniflnnent of their late rebellion 
at^ainff the bed of OiuiMuCiis. Swcyri^ bifliop of Rofehiid^ un- 
iicitook a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, thereby to appeafe 
thc*}ilmighty, aivi ;Unne for the crimes of the pe^Je. 
length it pleaied God to put a flop to the plague, and^to fend 
plentiful harveft, which removed the wants o^<Ae people^ 
but not during the life-time of Olausy who, opprcfled with 
grief at the miferfej or^he nation, died fuddcnly, and, as 
Ionic affirm, upon the follow'ing‘occafion. It'had longic^’n. 
The caufe cudomary for the nobility to dine with the king on Chrt&ai- 
tj ike dayy and they were accordingly invited by Olaus. X^ien^inner 
death (f was ferved up, lire king called for bread ; but was told, there 
Oiaus. was not a bit in the kingdom : a reply that ftruck him with 
fuch horror, that he \^uk up a prayer to God, breeching him 
to accept of his life as ai^ atonement for his crimes, and the 
fins of the nation, nis prayer vi^s heard; for he ilifianiiy 
expired, and the famine ccafed. We muff howxvcr ohicrve, 
that this anecdote is i^ot very confiff^t with the account givep 
by the heft writers, and even by GrSmmat 'uus himfgff^ 
he relates this ftoiy ; for they all aflflcrt, thtfWhc /Vriine^'as 
. removed by the enfutng plentiful autumn. .Sor.>e writers al- 
ledge, ih^t Oiaus feigned only fevep years ; but *a 
contemporary hilltirian, affirms, that he wore the crn> v- jjjLy 
eight years and nine months *’• 


*» a^pud. Msvrs, 1. iv. Gram. ibid. 
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OLAV S dyki^l^defily) the ftates immediately £p{^ jjf 
bled to ele£l: a iitcm^^ and it uras utianimoufly agreed, that 
a deputation (boald to friV, then *an jsxile in ^wsdin^ 

to invite him to the ‘'throne. Under this excellent princt^ 
who v<ta^pc'^iKJ^oF many hero|^ and amiable virtues, Dtn-^ 
mark bcgiin td't.^itrievc*her anciciu charafler and power. In 
the behu-SJng of )& Vtrign he entered upon a war with the 
F'mdals, wM\j ^td ^roteded* two notorious pirates, banj][hed 
/lu^Vf Schnm their crimes ; and, under their conduftp 
cOuVmittrf m^tt impudent o(*predations and robberies /6n 
the high feas, as well as on the co-ijls o^Denmark, ^'tting 
out a fleet, he inveltcd their capital in ^je ifle ; and, 

''ftcr a briflejiege, took it by aflaulr. J^hen, toUcprivc thofe 
pirates of this ilroiig hold, he ordered tho fortified tioni to be 
razed, and the town fo thoroughly difmantled; iha^ foisijgfc^il 
number of years it did not recover its ancient ftrci^lVand 
fjfdendor. tie next purrue<\ the pirates into all the oiffcrtfnt 
ports of the Baltic^ and pufTlfhcil feverely thofe who fell intoT 
b|s bands, in order to terrify others oy^tAdfe examples. j6V/Vs 
Hi tare ws mild, and prone to mercy ; but he faw the fc^urity 
ol Dmilark depcndiid on the extirpation of ^his neftof thieves. 

After Iiaving wholly fubdued the Vandals^ as he imagined, he 
returned ft^Iiis capital,, where he was received with the accla-* 
maiions of a joyful people, who had penetration enough foon 
to difeover the true character of their •lovcrcign. His rcfi- 
de. here was but fhort, when the Fandcls made (hifr, noN 
wit islanding their late reduction, to enter Deiimurk^ fpread- 


ing iwiTor^and defolation wherever they went, in revenge for 
the dellrudion of their city ; but making fo fhort a itay as 
rendered it impoflible for Eric to attack and punifli them, 
before they, quitted his dominions. Enraged with this in- 
fult, he raifed a body of troops, ai^, entering thc;r country, 

Vcl feveicly chaftifed them, that during his life ilicy never again ]ijcpiraia* 
attempted giving the lead moledation 

Ok his return he fenfj a deputation tci Romt\, fetting ftirth 
the vp’fpes and piety of* his brother Canute^ who perifbed ‘Cleave from 
iV*^rtyr ti‘rei*ifc:,h>n^,^y the hands of an- enraged mob, and x^-the p'pe 
quefting th^" his name might be enrolled in the calendar of to tanonizt 
which petition was honourably received and granted Canute. 
^L'.^iS-.holine(s, who had too much policjr and breeding to 
refufe a requeft from fo potent a monarch, which at the fame 
time implied a compliment to his own authority. Not long 


® Pont AM. 1. v. 


after 





after the pope, femla in of <Urpt«]r« 

his power mcf^ amply t<^ tKt Deari fjfot a dirpute, con** 
ccrning feme temporalfties, arifing hf*ii^n Ertc and ^ the 
bilhop of Bremen^ that prelate went in ^erfoti to Rmu and« 
laying the cafe before his hoHnefi, obts/ied a verdiA^ though 
Eru refufed for tome time th ftand byMhis award ; ibut was 
afterwards forced to yield to (he clamours of*hisf*>w|l clcr^v* 
and the thundering menaces of the crticlavsj^' It js even af* 
firmed, that he was forced to go in pcflrort^ot/2sm/» ^ luppfi* 
cate the pope’s pardon, and make up the fcfcaw^twccn W;[p 
and the holy fee, by the moft refpcAful fubti^on and dar^lt 
to*^irition: the account, how*c^cr, of this ‘fvcnt,,jbt very' 
Icut^eW related by all the Dn'ifl) hiftorians **• ^ , 

After Erics ^ctilr^‘ from Rsm it was* that a muhciarj 
boaftin^; to ^fm of (kill on the harp, alTened, that his 

. r .1 I IJ 


power, ci^erihc faculties extended fo far, that he could at any 
time his hearers of thetr underftanding, and render 


thett' /rantic by force of harmony. £riV, who greatly doubt« 
cd the "truth of the muftcian’s afllveration, ordered him to 
y give a fpedimerf of his (kill, 'ind dras himfeU the (irft inftance 

of the truth of whiw"*l:v''*lfcrtcd ; for his paflions were fo 
up, that in an extafy of madnefs he flew liken maniac 
round the apartment, and in his tranfport killed foumldjj^a 
gft/fic* ^ of the guard, which the mufician obfervlng, irnm^iately 
v..hanged his cadence to a foofhing drain, and fopsf afiwaged 
the violent tranfports he bad excited. Grieved at what he 
had doue, Eric rewarded fhc mufician, and after making all 
poflible rccompence to the relations of'*thc dcceafed, vow^ s 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, in order to do penance^nd 
expiate thereby the horrid crime he had commiyied.o (oi 
fomc time he concealed his intention from the dates ; but all 
things being ready for his journey, he made public declaration 
of his vow. They unffnimoufly remondrated againd his de« 
fign, which mud inevitabl*/ involve the kingdom in number* 
EricV fi/- Icfs calamities. They embraced l^s feet, and bached thcih 
frimage /owith their tears, befeechiiig chat he would not expofe Co dan- 
4 Af Ho^ ger a life upon which depended the felicity of a whole king- 
Land. dom; but£r/c was inflexible. He acctrdingly puifued ly^jour- 
ney, and palling through Greece^ y^as hunouid^ arid magoir 
ficently entertained by the emperor Alexini. Fntvn Conjiantl 
Dies at mpU he took (hip for Cyprus^ and there ended his oavs 
Cyprus. after his arrival. His death fo afHi^ed 

queen, and faithful companion of his pilgrimage, that (he fur 
vived him but a few hours, and was buried wuh him in thi 


5 


Msurs. 1. iv. p. 69. 





f^me tomb. .This'ifretit feK accordini^ t^Grammctkut 
aod Suaningiuij ih Ac year the bVth of Chrlfl^ 

altl^gh an aiiiUDr Aot^ by Al^f^us, placef it tour years 
earnSr f and thua Dew/irySi in tved of an excellent king, 

through afahe and niftaken devotion. £r/r viras fur named 
the GcoJf frpm an cxopilive bcnevc^ncc in '«his diipofition) 
which rende^ J^m the fnre friend alcJ patron of the diftrclTcd* 
, affabjlity wdj (b great, that he con- 

fubjcNits, raceived their complaints, 
- aad relieved tTO.f^Jiher by his authority, or out of his own, 
^l&|epurfe: yctIUd he the addrcfA^f blending the dignit) 
kfa,with the iKmility of a ; for he v'as eqiylly 

beloveoDyhl^ t^wbility and commovi^and refpe£led by alltho 
'iTC^J^QUHng powers. AVe are tojd his^-loquencc vJa 
-Jb^reat, that he was never under the ncc^ty of Ewtiiig ris 
authority in The (enate : the ^cfidible per(cary;)n tnW hu^ig 
upon his tongue carried all before it ; and if he was pjit 
• pofed, it was only that his people might have the fatisfacSiit^;! 
of yielding to the fwtetnefs of his oratory. However abfurd/fiis* 
piety, may appear in tbefe ihm;e afllightcned days, kj^impliat 
faith in the pope's infallibility ^ l^he J [j|ult of the times : in 
oeber re(be6is he pradtifed the rigid precepts of morality, 
^in ever infeparable from true religion ; and the laft, 
a£t of ^ feign Ihewed his ftridt regard to his vows, though it 
rfay be c^demned by fuch as arew:>f opinion, that a proper^ 
. regard to tne public good might have fufficiently abfolvcd him* 
an obligation rafhly entered upon 
Whhn £r/V departed foj; the Holy Land; he left his fon 
regent of the kingdom ; but the Itatcs being made ac- 
qu^Sted with his death, recalled Nicholas^ paid his ranfom ro 
the cvl of Fh^derSy and placed him upon the throne, out of 
refpeA to the promife they had made to hi^ father on his 
death-bed. They were urged the more to ibis by the fcvcriiy 
of Itarold s Tnanners, which they forefavv would render them 
^qhappy, if they raifed hiri^to the throne. Before the arrival 
of Nicholas i Swen^ relying upon his intcreft with the diet of 
Wiburg^ put in his claim to the crown as the elder brother, 
and was hafteni^g thithelwhen he was feized by a fever, of 
Wh|di4ic died.in a few days. Vbbo^ the next in age, wanted 
nm a '^*trSr Mobility to efpoufe his caufe; but he de- 

wn out of refped to his younger brother, whofc 
oi^etT^Ke modeftly declared, was morc^ adequate to the 

therly love. 


overning; a rare inftance of feff- denial and bro- 
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1 1 4 Hiftcry of Dennwk. 

T *N I 'c H O a S. 

QAr Thus the fccptrc put intc^tlfc hands oi ^d^g/a ^ 

^ A wiclcijbd ic wiin ^reat ajjplaufe 5 bifi Wi^g 

jj * oft* ill his chatadler, anil dcgcncratiig from the virtues *of 
' * his anceftors, ind rroTrijiis own, he ftll into the utmoft con- 
*tempt (A), and involve^! himfclf ano his in a variety 
of misibrtuncs. The I reach of ,the|pv^^^^e '|,.nquiJfi^(^Vj^yf^^^ 
its firft rife from llcmyy (bn to ^ 

dah. This prince, afi<j)r the deft rbdtionj^^^ country in the 
\ laft rci ;ii', lived privattj^^' for ftnne years 1^ Denmark \ 

. tn\ s k'tiing out for th^ldoly Land, fq;.nd mea^fo^rj-^^.^ ^x 
i his hereditary domi/iigi).. lie was nephcW"t 5 *Jt/t^/cf;, and 
TOd frequently bcfQr.ght hun to refto.c his niotheib 
blit ha(h^iway;i ijpet with a haiJJ) rcfiifal. 'I'his irritated ViiiT* 
yjJjngj^rincc,*,ai>J dticiminctrhim to have rcco^lrfe to arms. 
.^tUermg into an ailnnee with the Nordalbingi^ a people of 
Sofnr f[f ■ Saxony^ or properly the Holjlciners^ he foon fubdued all 

the Danifii t)))t country lyinp; between the Elbj, and 6 iejwiik- 7 'hence he 
y>rovi/iiCs made fuc!* terrible incuifioFp. iup thcdutchy of Slefivick^ that 
laid '.va/h NichoLrs^ who at tlvt-vci/jj-lciidcd in the capital, was forced to 
/y ihe double his guards, and provide for the fccurity qf the 
Vandals, » Lor this purpofo he fent to the fcveral patts of his cijjpinSjns 
for troops, and unfortunately conrirnitted that truff >«i £/:’w, 
a nobleman, who held a dandeftinc correfpondenen^ith jien» ' 
ryy and ftipulateJ with liim to betray his roydi mailer. With 
this view he iilcJ poftiblc delay in marching the troo?^ ; 
and, to cover his ticachcry, was ';oiuinually fiyiding expr'fles 
to Nii'holuij reprcfeniing the occafion of his dilatorincIs.^Shlb 
r.iiftng fomc new difticuky. At length the infantry ^r,ed, 
and wiih them at Eihe's perfuafion/ determ ,,ied to 

give battle to Ii^nry. I'he event fell out as the traitor fore- 
i’aw : //tv/zy’s horfe broke and put in confulion the Danijh in- 
fantry ; and now, when it was loo late, the peftidy of BUive 
was difeovered. Nicholas was defeated, and forced tq feirea»‘ 
with precipitation into Denmark ; where he no fooncr arrived 
than he divefted the treacherous AV^-rof all his employments, 
and confifeated hisellate, bclieving^nar, and fes ncccIFary con- 
fcqucnce, poverty, to be a more feveic pm diia^ent tlftlr«eaih 
itfclf\ •. 

i-MEUM. 1. iv. 

s yhili 

(A) Hcrewoulif fesm to be perioJ. held the re- 

an inter-regnum offi:: ye.u 5 , as gent; and ib indeed we find 11 
/.V/V died in the year 1 : 01, and alfcrted by Suan/ngius, thougl 
A;\ l\'Lis wa:» not placed m ihc this fatft is omitted by all thi 
throne until the year 1 icS. It is other hitloiians. rid, /. 24. 
probable^ that UaroU, during iii« . 1 1 



\Hi/lcry cf 

'■ g?owr^ 

pns into the, 



>old hykh\sh\Aoty^ maJc 
!)h lerritojfics, and, lay- 
an attempt on 


Denmark: 1 15 

Ik thp mean whi|” 
more dreadful incuril 
ingrat^l all the fel 
brif^^rcpulfed will I 

kTng* and nephew to percKving inc.inuery to \i men //y /i, of 

this fine K rediAd by tlJfc ciueliy of the Rric, oA- 

^vernment olli country vihich had hccit/^i/wr //v 
rfrioTed^jpr the tlaudcr, ly many of the nobility. pc:>n v- 



'^jihe foil o\ EjU the late 
ceiving thc.iniierv to Inch //y ^ 



ter inco/^^nouc any other con than his indcmnii^'in^f. ” ** 

'iii^^jfwtaisjrof SUfwick fer her loilcs, JSci Hiking ()f DcmniMr^^ 
the cxpenccs Tic had b.een at in thn^ar. T\a*rc wre 
terms whichTic was fenfible tBe haughty fpilit if n>»jv 

rendered more infolent and umradlable by profperitr, woujd 
reje<51, and therefore provided accordingly^ by raificl 
of troops with th'HTltnrif^f^xpcdition and iecrccj;*.^\V] 
hemaiched inrthc middle ^'>be flight, with all poffl^/TTlci 


'.^reitly 
Kont hii 


to a caftle on the whc\^//7/ry 

his head- quarters, and was fortunate enough to furro^nd 
before the Vamlal prince received any intimation'^** 

In this fituation, //tz/ry, perceiving that lefiflancc 
^^PlRd b^ruitlcfs, mounted his ho#(e, and by a iccret path ^ 

, if(»e his efcapd^ leaving the caftle to be plundered by the 
foldiers, who did not fail to reulVAftc the many inj nies 
lb«’ hat! received from him#. * 

'x|j^ViV^r’s cfcape occafioncd a prolongation of the war : he 
levtl^'^ ftiong body of troops, with which he had frequent 
fkirmphes witmCa^/ufe, without ever vcntining upon a general 
engagement. At length the Danc’^ tired out wjih the tediouf- 
neis of a w ar which kept him in pcrpetuaUapprchcnfion, de- 
termined to finifh it by one decifivc ftroke. He augmented 
army, entered the enqpiy’s country, laid it w’afte, and 
then defeated Hcnry^ who had hazarded a battle. or 

confequence was, that I^nry fued for ‘peace in the mofl 
plicaiing and ali^ct ternlf promifing to fubmit to any * 

v^'di tlTj womd think fit to impofe. His fubmif- 

Jfon \HiTi iiiinijfmMw 3' accepted by the magnanimous Cunute^ 

' after Virgil^ wasfatisfied with humbling 

J4 hau^^foc, and delighted with extending bis /.lenu^uy 
to the 'Cud^ffkred. He immediately took horfe, aitcruled only 
by an cfcort of twenty perions, and entering lEnryh domi- 

* Saxo Gra.m. 1. xiii. 
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nions 



n6 ^heHiftory 

nions with mwre 'valour Van difcretion,#/^*?* * (o 

his caftle to acquaint him his arrival^ ** Wcf- ' 

fenger entered the caft!rfj\jj^as fitting df'^ to 

dinner ; upon which he ii^t'iantfy leized If ®nd t Qcreff 

all his people tp ftand o|i their defence being told that 

Canute was come to coif? !ude a peace,! ^ receive 

him. T’hefe brave priri»,cs embraced 
r ' enter ^ peace, and p^^i^d into ahe Vj^-hich 

continued mviolabic fin* the Tcn.\](^^dtrK^o\Rcv‘^^^/ ouch 
fnendlhif, was the,,;f:ecm which /|rwr;'‘concc*vcd thatonjtlj^ 

' \ dc^uh-’fed he appointcdi*him the guardi^. of his 


Canute 
and Hcii- 



hy\his>ieans toll be duke ofi 1 /«:/f/<r 772 ^wr^. 


I'hi's the valour 


ly <which 2Aju gtiiierofity of Canute not only fecured the dutchy of SUf* 
(ft's made ^ick to^;hc crown of Denma-k'y but ilrcngthcned the intcreft 
hhig oftbe^^S tha^Ki-ir^S^om, by attaching to it a. Hr^tve people, ever be-* 
Vandals. fJ.t •lavc of hoflility with^ and procured to 

himfelf .nc dignity of a dulyj/^ni prince of the empire, with- 
out a;., intrigue, o» V.i*urtion. Soon after the emperor 
veP>cd him with the title of king of the Vandals^ /or which 
purpofe he vifited„the imperial court **. ' 

This prince reigned fome years with the utn.c^ rcjri'tV 
tion, efteemed, beloved,'‘and refpeded by all gooc^men 
his reign was at length difturbed by contentions, which a^’ofe 
between his fon^. Ambition had fired the breafis of t*!t?? 
young men, and had like to ha»^e proved fatal to the d ij* jchv 
of Sbfwhk j but as thefe tranfaflions have no immedia^ rc- 
lation with the Hiftory Denmark y it will be fufficient ‘IjKdd, 
that the prudence of Canute triumphed over* the heal^ftrong 
ambition of his children, whom he reconciled with a parental 
authority, as well as by the efieem and awe with which his 
charatSler imprefied their. minds 

In the mean time, the king tf Sweden dying, the Ojhc- 
goths chofe another king in his room ; but the Swedes^ be- 
lieving that the right of eleflion belonged only to thcmfeivcs, 
put to death the Ojhrogoth king, aifi; chofe Magnusy ^he fon of 
^ Denmark, J^i^bolas king of Denmark, This prince i i^g^tcr 
Sweden, i^jng Pobtndy was by that means mV> a'Wi.r 

and?o- yrat^auSy prince of SdavontOy into whicl^^ ^ 

land twtfe father NicholaSy not as an auxiliary, bul.^rt principal 

in the quarrel. Denmark^ Polandy and Swedtnl bang com- 


ScLvo- 

nians. 


bined againtt Vratijlausy he found himfelf under the neceffity 


' Gram. ibid. 


of 


PoNTAH. 1. yr. Mcurs. 1. iv. 



of ^Qiaki 



ifiory 0/JDei^ark.* 

peace 
ould admit 


ly acftan/ageous to the 
...v> overtures until he had 
a: after which he infifted 
llhis 


; makiii 


j|he gttleio-:iA" 

' 1 wed his and tiifi 
an indelible 1 


ince s 

fidious enouj 
the fecurit 
emonifram 
ibereyf. A7c.| 
of th^inteu)orii 
.tionajreputaiio 
ain from^ , 
'-^then venrad his indigr^ 
'%iy and diihonourable 
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lubrniilion in perfon ; 
to brc^yc the parole of 
f Vrattjlaus^ and retail^ 
of Canute^ king of the 
aftcivrards thanked 
on, t^hicb^^jf^iirl^ad 
which muirt^^vc 
idoiis a breach o| 
n again ft the advn 
after a| 


p^gPiiiOlKy^ovo4i«4^ of the noble- n winded Ct:**ute, Mis Ifis'vir- 
enemies inc^afed in propor^^on to his virtijt*, and t^y \kcxc tufs rnr/? 
overwhelmed with (hame^and confufion at'hiS fuperiority o\himacloud 
charadicr: far, however, froni 'endeavouring to inftatc inmits, 

example, they remove this mirrour ofM^onMTf 

that only ferved to reflc(?Kyith tgdoubicd forctTTTI^yUinftfr- 
^ jgrace. They found means S^ofinuuting into the of the 
Credulous Nicholas^ that ambition •ifft* bafis and ij^ng of 
af! Cjwr/^’s actions ; that, far from being fatisfied witV-jhc^ 

^ he wore, and with the dutchies of Hefwick and 77^- 

a 

of* 

As his own children were jp the number of ac- 
|crs, the weak Nicholas the more re*kdily credited ihcfc 
iders, equarfly falfe and •infidious, and only now watched 
a t^r opportunity of robbing Denmark of its greateft orna- 
m^n^nd fupport. 

iNfihe mesm time, Nicholas prepared to celebrate the nup- 
tials of his fon with a princefs of Poland ; for which purixifc 
the nobility^and vaflals of Denmark appeared wdth all pof- 
fiblc magnificence at Kipen^ and among the reft Canute^ who 
^cclipfed them all in fplendA and pomp, as much as he did in 
merit. This circumftance added fuel to the fire that was his 

loon to confumc him. The king of Denmark was now con- %fe. 
vinced the tl\jtly)f J^thofe treacherous infinuations that 
re dayjfiidi^gSl^ in nis ear ; while Canute^ guarded only 
'•jCP^Oifeg^clgf^nd unacquainted with the machinations 
H^^againft him, gained the efteem and aflFcdJion of all 
^worthy The plot was ready to brcfk out againft him, 

when a^dden revolt in Pomerania called him to his own 
country, and for a time poftponed his fate. Here he quickly 
fubdued the rebels, and afterwards returned to Denmark to re- 
ceive his fevercign’s applaufc ; but how was be thunderflrucic 
. I 3 ** 


^‘]fy hli^pircj at a ilill higher dignity ; and that his pcpula* 
was faving an cafy way for Ins afeending the throne of 
iMnmark, 
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rh.rti’i 

J'p-f, A to 
Ca.iuic. 


His e*jf' 

ritu'i 
tLuir rt/- 

tiicL, 




^be Wfijiry 

at the cold rect;ption, the ftern afpeff' <>f the Tit\y Nhljs^ 
las^ on his approaching th^;?lronc, to he adoed*fomurh ' 

luftre, Inftantly he 

with the caufe of acondu^/fo different f wh^t he flaKerca 
himfelf with ; kc oflered “o fubinit his ;^<Sions to the moft mi- 
I'lUte Icrutinv ; he breathlH nothing bu^ l^^y^lty ar 8 duty, and 
exprelfed hinilcll with fo 'Sobic but aw 4 ^*-^ 

that queen , if 'Woman of'^grentV^i^ 

cf;>nJ•/..d■^l/<■:duKV^^^d, *ufirv; hc^^^ afl the av . 

’ tcmp.s /"'.‘‘his enemies/' I'll is excellent* ^^rmcefs, 

\ lalru^* .nti) a dangerou'^'pTai^jy^ he loon-ioft that ftau^fTM},' • 
i‘j\0|)c Viui patronefs of m^i:. On her Aeath-bttd^^^^*tl 7 c**^OT 
Cc^iuc^ and tofd ‘.ir^f '-'-' that his grea tell enemies i^tre.^ 

“ vv honv^'lluure ixifi duty ought the iiuj^V f^iifiy tobfnS lo*i? 45 — 
iiitei^l. Shv ry<'mn. ended 'to cflahlifli^^armony and 

“ iiai.tmi'.itv -It home ; to g.iiu •t'i-e love ar.d confidence of his 
nvvf rdldrrr', wnicn woii'fJ be a e'crtain barrier againft all ^ 
MC 1 i«uist)f other eoennes. fhe laid, the 

‘‘ all )vved^'"»‘caf '.height to the allegations of 

*• iho'e'"^vho v.cre futvx/e^J^tri:^ acqu.dnted wnh the private 
“ of their own lather. She was rpvv departing ojf^' ’ 

li.c, and would die ct)ntented in the thou( 5 his, that 
tins inieili ,encc% the goodnefs of the Almighty, • 

^ ‘‘ of (^ir,ti:/s c\uifc\ and his own integrity, prufi/^ncc,^n? ' 

virtue would fu' mount all difficulties, papfervli’ Dainhfrf 
“ from the cal.imqy of a civil war, and enable him to ' 
“ umph over all* his adverfaries With which words PiTy 
pious and noble-minded princefs rchgncd her laft breath. 
nute w as moved i:o Icfs with the death of fo generous a fl^*;nd 
than with the paiticulars of her dying wt^rds. Hp was 
fliockcd at the unnatural conduft of his own*childreru and 
greatly perplexed in what manner to execute the wholcfome 
■■ advice of his queen. Before he had fettled any-plan of opc-^ 
ration, his enemies, takillg advantage of her majefty’s death, 
prevailed upon the king to have nim folemnly cited before k 
general diet of the ftates, where he w'as accufed of heinous 
Climes, and particularly of a dcfig^i^ upon the crown of Den^ 
tfhVtk ; but fuch w'as the eloquence clj Cr 7 A.^r^,*infpir,cAil)£^ con* 
feious innocence, that even now he 

fully convinced Nicholas of his honevur ar:d ■ 

ls\>T\\ 11715 1 ANDiNG this Victory, it w'as not^ 
jn.'ilicc found means to renew the attack with redovfel^^d.^'igour,'**^" 
after having drawn the young queen into their party, who 
foon wrought a change upon the mind of Nicholas^ and per- 

^ Saxo, 1 . xiii. Powtan, ibid. Meurs. 1 . iv, Aul^ 

pitat. ibid. ^ 
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Wftory 0 ^ Denmark. i 

Duld not cxped^/^ijiftf , nis fon, (hould 
3 Wfi, viYi^tndE^u enjoyed fuch a fliare 
affi^ted hjmjy 4 and made him totter in 
fent adaeolrr^Uth to her rug^ellions ; for 
JOin| to ^li/Mick^ the go^rnment 'of Canute^ both 
kings had Jbcafion toippear with wir royal ^badges at fome 
I.. whpfC^V/^/i/i//ji entlring hrft, fcaicd hiinfcIV 

a CiU h is hallla^wasfpon followed by 

thejopp^itc el^oiblYuut remera- 
• 4)qnngto p^y tii»*^ii4pedtel|r compUmInts at lub ni^rVpii*am?€: 
'p ^JfJi\QjLS he recollected linj^il^ h<Heaped down iiS^hclat- 
"jAVa ‘v ^^J^Tion to apologize foir^hf omiffion ; but ^^j/qLs 


II9 


conftn* ^^Hnt^^ride, and the quceft^.xjr^th^hqr party, willed 



it ^4.0 > ** ^v* 4 iotts fenfe. In conic quence the kiag af- rf 

iembled, wi^sjl the utmoft privacy, the leading men OiVhc rac-^'*"^''^' 
lion, and, after having bcXuid them to feike<^ by oath, ™ v 
declared his wi(h, that fo dangerous a perfomifs Can.^e might 
"^be takenboflV in j^j^-^manneras would no\ ‘ ^ 

^oui's ol thc^copl^ wkofe icjil he was (Aj.-^Ay 
...of the oath u^s unufual, in'^^uty to render it morfe'ff 
."v»iUt.jv^^kcn neither in a ki<*»:tlv.fi^ fitting, or 1 
po(Iurc,^but with their faces prodrated on the ground. 

-^:^ifiLtkec manner of executing ihcir dcfign .was committed To' 

^ ,^^Q)f;;«jV»vho poflbfl'cd the art of diffimulaiion in the greateft 
‘ hluK'dtiom . This perfon invited, according to the annual cuf-« 

!feuhi all the nmiility of tlic kingdom to an entertainment on 
^k^Chf IjhnaS'Eve, Canute was not for^f, he, difirous of 
willing off tholatc omidioA, did not fail to obey the fum- 
Tlnolf , that he might fliew his refpeCl for his fovcrcign. He 
was ^ated by Magnui with the mofl: extraordinary inftanccs^' ^ 
of ef^em. 'flic perfidious friend told him, that the gcncro- 
fity of ITis^ conduct, and lUady adherence to virtue, had blotted 
out all fufp^cions in the king’s mind, and united the whole 
kingdom in one chorus of applaud, and admiration of bis 
♦great qualities. He faid, tfiai intending a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, he would requeft it of Canute^ as a proof of his 
friendfhip, that he would charge himfelf with the guardianfhip 
of his c]yJdrcn,®an^fuMrtn;cndcncy of his affairs during his 


that 

king, wto could 
*^5101 be to confent to the 

death of but his fon 

Magnus^ won over by the ait 
and intreaties of his Itepmother 


the young queen, that pre- 
fided at this clandeffiiie meet- 
ing (i). O^er hiilorians men- 
tion the king as if perfonally 
there (2). 


(i) Cram, /. xii. (1) MeurJ. IM. Dan, /. iv. 

I ^ abfence. 
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abfence, as there' was^. a pcrfon of wfofe capajjyr an^in« 

‘ tegrity he entertained notions.!* In a h<^.faid/ 

every thing which could Lnd confjr^^ 

his opinion, that he wast^^rRSly'rcconpiled, b^aufe rl§^Yo2.e 
truth, tho’ it vvas for tly bafeft and nrpft perfi^iqus purpofes. 
After he had fuSicicntly lulled Canirrr’s^ufpicionSy i^e formed his 
plan, and hearing that h^propofed vi^rieng a &ierun 
try, whither he wwijj |^atry but ^8^}^ 

^liis asjhe. p.t 'n$;r occafi^-n for Vu/ ^ 

n<7*dVjif « whc'had* no y^irpicicf^’i treachery, tjto" 


had lent a meiii^a^tT. ,rorr 


to acqirair^ 


Canute 
yie//s a fa^ 
crijice to 
the ambi- 
tion and 
p^rjidy of 
lV'Ja,;IlU6 
und the 
confpira^ 
tors. 


ipiracy. 


let out witii no more than four atn 


He f.as attackv.d in a^Uiie wood by Magnus^ ^ ^ 

largft bo^ of compirators, and (lain bcfc'r^ jV''. fi,*: 
fiifpicioirio^ the treachery of thi^rif 111 tjiend, anJ^ith fucli cir- 
cunirtsuices oP’d/ep didimulaiiop, iifd favage cruelty, as render 
this Horn one the moil in hillory, though our plau 

-^ill rmil us to dwell upon I>*‘ft]rj^|airs.^ fell the* 

grcsit Ci2ntiti\M\c Y"»'ament ot Demhark^ and 
the pr^.eft hcio of his virtues, whi,ch had raifed 

him^/*om a privat^ Tfatiun to a iluone, were fioy, ihe/''\^r. 
qf^-?hls death, by the hands of w icked confpirators, no could 

* nut fee, without envv, themfclves cclipfcd in the 

people by luch fuperliitive ir.ciit ‘h • 

• 'rm*: news of his dcafnfoon i-ached Rofdyld^ iherL^^' \ 

fidencc of the court, and the king himfelt could not j 

fiiedding tcais ar the lofs of this great man, tho’ he was pSj"r», 

7 hr <ivhle to the plot, 'I'he people were ihconfolable, fchey poured^ut 
kingdom in jitiprecatioiis againil the murderers, and nothing prcwwcd 
a tumult. iinivcrfal iniurredfion befidcs the confidcration, that ij w all 
their endeavours would only augment the {^/ublic ca^imity, 
without being able to rccal him to life. His frienas ioiicited 
the king for lca\fe to bury him with the pomp becoming his 
quality and merit, in Kofhild\ but this he prudently declined, 
frcim an apprehenfion of the conft’\L|uenccs that might flow from 
fo afl'edtiiiga fight as his mangled curpfc being expofed to the 


ir 


* Saxo Gram. I. xiu. 


(B) His wife Irtgihurga re- 
ceiving fomc intelligence of the 
plot, fent a trqfty mefienger 
with the Litmqfl expedition to 
inform him of his danger; but 
CaniiUy like a truly generous 


IVIeurv^I. iv. Rqntan ^I. V . 
mind, 

as the cfiias 

fear, faying, that iT . j^impolJ^ , 
fiole Metgftks coid^be fuch a 
villain, and fo mean a hypo- 
crite (i). 


(l) frUurJ. /, iv. 


p(? 5 plc. 



p^Ie. 

o|jpuiy'‘0^er mo 
aft< 

mIg^i 

child; butrto 


f H0pry cf Denmark* | i 

t rcforc privatclJ^rre^ at Ringjlad^ with- 
mcnt than vJmhe had eibblillied in the * 
9nc;>IV^ajfi/£9b^ho to this day adore hU 


USy affcr this infamAs cxploir^ returned to Rof- 
tould witV difficulty e^pe the vengeance of a^n 


-vi., Jfi all refpeas, j 

‘lVvJ^:^ld little forefee how jif 
wavs 'fl^vidence, which, foonerH 

jfjilti y\i u*nju(h Jngebutga^ the wife ot CJanutCy Canute’/ 

was dcIiveniKi of a foil abput eii>ht days after his mi«rdcr : the <wife dtli~ 
infant became dear to the* public, from thrv ffivc tliey bore to a/tredofa 
ht!? father. Harold zwd Eric, ijis uncles, wre ap|.»)inted his/?//, and 
guar/iitmsT aiuWcjdliti! with thc'Travc foiis giairdians 

coufins; to ^dicate mvr cau[i^ of opprcflcd''iivf^t>tr^ dc- ^^tpointed 
termininffj^t leaft, that hcK^'ruld fucceed to tfiWcrown • 

the dukedom of Holjkiuy Tlnd the goven^ent of 
Sle/wlct {A). They held an aflembly of their friS'.iJ^at 
jfvftgy^ady where they pathetically lamcn»^*d the fate of the 
jCQtcal®,' enumerated his qualities, and, in the manner of 
ul*&rc Mthonj^ expofed his rent '^nd bloody cloaihs to tht? 

•uKcwof the populace, craving their aid jnd aflillance to avenge 
rfs memory, and fupport his infant fon/ All were fired with 
r/C affediing* fight ; they ^ried out for arms, and deiired to be 
ir^^antly led againfl the barbarous and perfidious murderer, 


chi|^ng Eriejov their general 


/HE kin^ foon had intelligence of this tranfadlion, and 
immediately confulted /tfeer the primate, in whofe fidelity and region of 
prudence be greatly confided, what iicps fliould be taken in the people 
fo dangerous a conjundturc. Aft#r many propofals it was de- to revenge 
termined, that Magnus ftiould be concealed, and that \\\^ the death of 
king fhould immediately proceed to Ringjiady and there con- Canute, 
vokc the people. Hisjfe didl was publifhed, and when the day 

arrivedr^^'^^^^ ^ y&ch, adapted to inflame the minds of 

T/Tf* ^‘^swoliTH, c. vi. ^ Saxo Gram. 1. xiii. 

people thought them among 
the number of the confpiralors, 
and therefore unworthy to fuc- 
cccd to their father’s crown. 

the 


Ju 

reader has feen that 
Canute hSd other fons ; but hif- 
tory takes no notice of them in 
the prefent cafe* probably be- 
caufe Ericj Harcidy and the 
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the populace; which a violent efFe^ until tijf prlijjbte 
appeared, and by his witping manner and peru^ivo<'.^o» , 
quence appealed the tumi|t^j|}d d^f^rmiAed the 
ccive ihcir lovcreign witi^^coming ref|^<3. 
male was gone |o introdule the king, Eric^ feizing the oppor- 
tunity, made a fliort fpeipb, which lc;^|n loufed tiem to their 
former fentiments, and Cf^iilirmcd«thH^in t heij[^ folmipQa^^ 
revcn|»c. Onjhc kiQg\»arrival he<watkcd^§Mvith^ 
rqurmu^^. " ran ,|hrough 

whitH Zvci ' ^Vpain rofe, and told hr^fi, thal the friends of 60^ 


be cvrf^iu’icd on the murdiclers of’ that great 
\ fupprfted by Vijholg Kilembly; and the king iCrc “jt ne- . 

celiaiy to his own lafety that he fhould^. 
peft/ic, (ho^.d inrmudiately be fcnuinvo'^pcipetual ^xilc, which 

WMs all he coilii^btain in his Jidialf from the people, who 
thought |hcy ha^ flicwn grcaticnity in fparing fo unworiVy a 


tnoiignt |acy na^ incwn grear lenity in iparing 10 unwori'vy a 

cr>,, --dir'^pWaiice W'ilh bis ciath, le’ijt M}jignm n> 

Ojh ogrjil}^^\\^Kt^ by his influc^^re'’^ he v/as creaix^d king; an 
inliano'- of paternal ail’cVlion againft which the peoj-^e fhen»^ 
fs- no. v'^^J'-tment : but, unhappily, he was perfuuded fcxrJn after, 
fufii-n’f ti*t b)^ thole who had been engaged with Maguut in the 
tp.K ul\'U rarv, to rec;jl him \o Difumuk^ as his heir apparir'A'^ 

y'.,V- s.iilal a (eimcm in the kiiTg'iom, and obliged ' 

€u kj Lric. immedialcly to conver.e tiie people at lliugjlad, Heie th^t 
let lorih the king's perfidy and breach of vows, which, thp). 
atfirined, rendertd him unwoithy of the crown he wore ; ^d^ 
i btained a rcfoliiiion of ilie aficrnbly, that both he and 
?.v/ Ihoiild be petfecuted as enen^es to the nation : the a-^cm- 
bly farther iniilud upon Ericas accepting the \rown, vljliich 
out of policy he icfufnl, until he fliould merit it by Ins Icr- 
vicfs, and fome liemd acts of valour. An army, however, 
was inlLintly r.iircd, with vichich Eric marched diredfly to y«/- 
/..v; L where Kiihvias at that time w^s, and would immediately - 
have m.idc him prili)ncr, had not the policy of Truro^ bifhop 
of div cried Ills inicjition. TV is prcLte made life of 

finh fpecious arguments in defenCtJ of ^e king’s ^ndufl, 

, winch lie urged arofe Irom neceility, raihcTythgj\,a 3 fftion 

Mi niis \ he related fo many plaufible 
t. riinned to execute as foon as opportunity olfered/fc' 
j‘n|'.t'tu(.rity was checked ; and he encamped in th&iace he 
then was, with a view to receive propofals from Nlcrkas, His 
iicops wcic fulFcred to forage, and wander round the country. 


* Ibid, c’.iwm Pontan. I. v. 



Dcnmirk. f , 

asyhchad no fiifpicfcn of frcacher^ i^e =iprclate, who bore 
ib^psi^utation of *eat piety, nit h!s was the opportunity I>ic 
wanilrcl, he^ltJ^rovcd it lo fuch advah-/*Yi/fd^. 
5agP^abw:acking Eric ufjpicpJw, he touilly dilpcrled his 
grmy, afteij having iv.ade great llai\hter in his camp. Erics 
rage, at rtris freih biiftance of'fds periiJy, was incon- 
; Atidj mdq|d.^tJUc diiaii^dlloii ot the nation role 
iio\y tajbch a htigliC,4airfiot to be <aribhed with lifs than the , 
jKesr iho*' cp; iji'n ov(I\1Jj^ and il</iLw^n^'*Awtlifr idkmbjy' 
yas held, ano'iiV/ctnow Scepted. tlL I’ccptrc whn^the btjhrc 
'^UAcd/. an ai my w as a«! expedition, antrVnblla- 

'sV'pi^; lent to crave the aljiiijTrtcl ol ilic tnmeror 

the caui'c ol CamtU\ foi;wl|on/hc had^vvays 
" , icG .hanfe;^' 0 ^. 11 :* InciiddHp. Lcthajira pi onultt/ every 

v.^^g to thc-r.nibi‘.ir.id()i\v he had, in no other ^ew than 
^<>^^»xter;lion or the cnipi'C, wlT^ he ihwnght tahly 

.rcrv/.‘*'‘clcd by fei/ang upon the Duihjh j nances, iiordering 
Vbhi .^lOiVrfions. di»/4n^" the hi/^Tot a t Rir v. Wor 
ignomirnous /tied an anny ; and rnuuiiuig 
confpirator*' Hts encamped liody of behind 

Dauework. IJeie, inllead td hnh^attle, 

he enArcd upon a lieaty, created A/u^n:{S a pniS^, of 
tiirj, i^.pirc, and then diew oti his arm);. /w/V, who iiad 
?'^'^V/yie/Vi(' with a ficLt to fupport tire cm|cror, was 
,oni(heti at .Jns treachery ; aiul,ni|>'oiaKiing him with pci-* 
and cowardice, told him, that Alarum, he doubted nor, 

‘^Ijuld return his favours w'lih the lame rh^r.fitudc be had done 
tftofe of Canute: a prognc^tic that was lof-n venlieil by the 
event; for Magnus equally deaf to the ditiaics of honourf^<f 
and jiconleioiicc, fell upon the rear of the Impcrialids, owKtitudetf 
thcrl?',\lV, and^ibhged AloJpJ'uSy who led tliat parr of the army, Magnus 
to favc l?is life by fwimming •*. (9 the em* 

In the ijican while, £//V, having no*hopcs of affifiance^^'’®^* 
from the emperor, returned to 'Af;aland^ and there received 
ambairadors from the king^of A'^/uy.^, who demanded the in- 
fant fon of Canute in marriage for his daughter. Plcafcd with 
the hopes of lo poweriil an ally, a> this connexion would 
produce- Jie affure<i tbi*nmbafl4dor&, that he was ready to 
^rHcr up^*' wdtn their king, and would with plcafurc 

offiortuni' v of cultivating his friendfhip by the 
' j to lefl-hy which, he immediately offered the 

■ king n^y^icce in marriage, and gave pledges for the faith of 
his nephfew. 

Bo i H parlies now prepared for war; and Nicholas drew to 
his iide ail the biQiops of Jutland^ and feveial of the principal 
« Miurs, I. iv. 


3 


tiobility 



1*4 


y.nc <//r- 
Mag- 
nus. 


Nicholas 
Jit/eats tth 
hind army 
5/^Eiic. 


Harold 
df'C'rti to 
$be 


Eric rtV- 
feutvd hy 
tbekmi. 

Eric jifs 
into Nor- 
, ivay. 


\ ^be^HtJlery ^ 

nobility of the kfagdcgijbefides ^he conpiratorS) who 
all ftrongly attached to hii^tcreft. In pV/c’s army 
brother Harold^ with h^jri^ wo fojag ^ ifho could 
clpoufing his honed cauf^/nou^Rmcy were 
elevation in preference toMarold the elder bretberj the biinop 
of RnfJM^ and 67j>;y//£riy a noblemairfof great influence and 
pcrfonal valour, to whoti>i‘ic gav«\ th^^mmand th^(i)j[^(W 
intended to oppofc tlte Jcing in while 'hiyfi^ wig 


goociL #>^»r\iinc was rounmrcraiianceu i y a victory 
kinglaincd ov*,r Chnjdiern'by land, Viho was mdC 
and carried to tSAfyiwr^. Before Enc . -r-V 


Jjis 



Cnrifiicrn^ ana gaining an eaiy viCK^^rA v/'^ 
•Jsv^ kini^^i hia rendered Icfs 4v 

pprniitted the folJiers to r^ax tnemV*^ Mitgnm n>- 
confinciw-ut on board by Uidfl^Iig round the cou;:d king ; an 
pruJe^.e which the king did not fail of turning to-le 
Ij^/wackcd Eric in this fituation, and defeated a gjleat j\irt 
or his army. Nor was this all his lofs ; for Harold^ 
ther, envious of his dignity, and perceiving the V^tTs cgj? 
bore a better afpeii, delifited him, and carriejJ ovcf a ftrVy 
reinforcement to the king’s army. Happily however for 
the winter came; ao\ and prevented the king pmfuing 
advantage, or even keeping the fiidd , f 

Before the next campaign Sweden revolted, and created 
lAccrcoy a noblemdn of high rank, fovereign. He imme- 
diately afi'umed liis independency by a very exKaordina%: a<S, 
which wMs no other than debauching witV'lto king 

NkMis^ whom, 'for the more feenrity, he had fent into 
Karly in the (bring Kukolas took the field, and 
joined battle with Ericy greatly inferior to him in ftrenglh, 
and obtained fo complete a victory, that Eric was forced tc 
fly into I^oiwavy accompanied only,i,by his wife, his natura! 
ion Swcfiy and a few attendants, ^ii'rc he wws c** firft kind)) 
received, until biibcd the Ag/ Jc iiy i^ put Ijim 

to death, or deliver him into his hands; 
danger by means of the queen his niece, who 
him notice of wlvat was tranfaiSling. Upon this nwolfantl) 
W'rote to his fiicnds in Lnngland^ to fend a fliip xfS^^orway tc 
j:a!ryhim oJf. The fhip arriving, he artfully contrived tc 


Saxo Gram. I. xiii, Pcntan. ?. 


efcape 



if l^nrRark. tig 

ei^pe from the cafle, where he w/i i^nfined under pretence ^ 

,of fccure agayift the macWyations of NUkclaSy by ine- 

dctcrmiiu'd to 

**'^***^ fook’found himfclf as llifc as 

fo flender^^fiSi^ couldjmake him, waftetl into the midit 
of his frier.ds in LangifinJ. As they coaflcd along the fliore^ 
ji|.u,.««und fsveral o^r ’tj-^^*’* ^*P* ‘"“•’'ly defcrted by the i 
who were lajjting Incrry on Ihore ; and to picvent 
a»iwr being ."^rain fervic^le, t^icy bored ‘ri^eir.' through the 
-bottoms, and funk or delayed them, with all pofiibie liltjicc 
,ca n- ovoedition. Th^j,.!fhVt tft>«n /prea*! that i' vi- <vas 
et(fapcd •• but Magnm ^vas in no condition to putfuc li?ji, his 
. fleet b'Tng wholly dcftfoyed ^ 

jw got among his friends, rcfolvcd toP-'*c^«^ 
male; one nrore attempt' to icvcJtgc CanuU’s cjiult , puniflj the®”'^*™^'’ 
/perfidious and cftabliftininiiblfon tlse throne, lov.hicli 
.>,hi «•*!> , defied by the people. hang '* 

XJbha .'isildift ^'''/r.jjad made governor of •/ ai/*'‘*^' 

ignomiiAous tfcath he jullly rnffited, as one of <l\i/jiTniVip;il 
confpirator'^’^gainft the life of Canute. After this iNjjn.ace a 
►* defeeat >»l’th a fmall fleet on Schenen^ wfiich he foon u.}uc.ei}, 
by reeads of the friends he had among the inhabitants,', *;o 
pn'V'wnntcd an opportunity of declaring tlicmftlv.s dillaiislied 
(gedh tndt prefent government. ,Karly in tlie fpiing kiii*> 
(jlultf/War enter.d upon meafures to flop the progieL of his 
%(«*al. He raifed an army, equipped ,a^ fleet, aflcmblcd the 
'4 fliops and his moft warlike vaflals, and»fcnt a number of 
.fd)uts abroad' to examine ihto the fituation, number, and con- 
*dition of Eric's force. It was not long before advii e was re- 
cpivfd, that £u'f was boldly marching to attack tlie king, 
th^^h fuppofted but with a handful of men., The fcout-, 
who had probably been corrupted by Erjc, further dcdaicd, 
that he appeared like fomething fupernatutal, riding upon a 
white horle that raifed hi^i into the clouds, and cut the an 
• with incredible velocity. Nicholas perceived, that either feat 
or treachery had occaftoned this pbicnomcnon ; but his foI~ 
diets judged otherwife, knd fled witli. great precipitation to 
the fttif V/ iromVhich Vcy could hardly be prevailed upon to 
jreturn. »/n thr //onfufion £m attacked the king, and after Rricafr 
cri.at flkiighter of his troops, intireJy defeated him,/;-«/r tht 
vJs «^ffam Magnus in the field, who in this laft aft played 
the htfi-^hufing rather to die honouraWy than efcape by an 
ignomiitious flight **. 

» Mevrs. 1 . iv. Gram. 1 . 13. '* Aut. citat. ibid. 


Thi. 



u 6 


lews reuhin^ 2 ^nuay, Ihc yin^'M 


This news reubin^ 2^nuay, Ihc Yin^'Jl^agnus was fo In* 
ccnfcd at his wife for th^*u\&)rmation (he: had given 
which he cfcapcd, that htyfITit hcrbaclc kt: Denmark,^ 
king Nicholas^ he el'capedfV^n iM'Did 
Harold /»// alTembled a council of nobles, a^nd d..cl:ijv.ji' 
fucceffir. fucceflbr of his Von ALigyAr^ not fro^^^iny pcrlbnar /^ard he 


Nicholas 

declares 


j I -- 

to oppofe his brother 
^orny. liis^ncStH^^ 
o r c c n c i 1> ??v3 ' i 


Ifad for him, but to icnclenfcl l.is vjte^ 

Jirlc with all poffiblc viiukiRC 

was to ro in foii'to iaordcf - — 

habitants to bun, who w'cic };*icdlIjyinC‘.*nleJ at llic iiiuiJci' 'oif 
Canute their ;;ovcinor. His j^cnr*,^Ju.l* done all in t h^ , 
poWer to diduade him froi-rt^^Vni* mc.i nc ; but he was'obllllF 
jiatel^/bcnt on k'. 'Th'^’e h'aJ ab.\n}'', .-.rcn an anr^r?^,k(lival 

held at 6V/-/-{ /. v, di the tpcml'ns of kicli 
vious to their adnnrti<»n, to vow ap^ainlt whoever 

fhoiild injure aiay indiviJ-^.) foiwii'ty. Cunutc^ wImc he 

lived, had been tonil/.iuly prUident ol tli.s locial clu'* 
bv his adahViiez-^ •^cndliicisV'^iui pcneioiitv, had won 

th^r aflt'^lof.s. On llic kiiuvJ a^i<!^^*l^^e\^;;f^all^!y flew to 
arms ; ahd'in the fpacc of a (cvv minutts the city- gates were 
fliut, tk: walks furroiindcd with armed men, evciv thing in] 
comntotivon, and all means of efeape cut olf from 
^\k 6 now, when it was too late, perceived his error, J^jViCjdc- 
termined to fupport the conlequencts with the 
^an hero. His Iricnds aderfed him to take fandnary .11 Sf. 

Ur\ church ; but this he refureJ, that he m/^dit not poliW. 
the holy altar with'.his blocd, and by that moans a:igravc*r 
Nicholas Clime of his infatiMlcd proplcK. Iiowtvci, he eiideavouied 
t tiodt'iUlA^^ upon iho citadel ; but was flain in ihe luinult that arofe 
y^v//v i^lcf. between his guards and the citizens, after ho had reigntjd for 
wickers. fpace of ihirry-hve yeais, according to SiL.j Gymn?i ^ruus 
and Mciirlim \ though Pom emus and placcniK ucalh 

in the year 1135*'?’ and all writers agiee, that he afeended 
the tlironc in 1:07. When Ids fjicnds icprtTenrcd to him 
the danger of li:s going peil’onaliv to a city lb friongly at- 
tached to iic told them, that m tielfy had nothing to 

fear friun fiioemakeis and tajlois ; viy: did he lull by the hands 
of thofe very citi/cns he anlckd %o ^k'lpife, 


Ic.iv this u re- 


fill lelfon to Ids fucceflbis, that mouciali^ii^ artahijity, and 
clemency, are the Uircft guardians of the crivv’^y^aiio pogpilar 
hatred the molt dangerous enemy in a irec conftiiuVSSi 

^ i^RlC 

® PONTAN. 1 . V. SUAN. p. 76. 


(A) With :\tMas ended agreeable to the promife he hild 
the reign of S'wnz fifth foil, on his deathbed exacted from 





lieqtnarK.| 
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E\R I C-^IV. 

m R^^on as th^1)urA«<‘J haH '^ccuted their dcfij^n upon the Krlc IV'’. 

tnc. marched iil a troop tc^Aie prifon, in which Chrif- nyh Aia». 
tie'rn had tjHfS'confinejl fince his djl'cat, and him at liberty. 

Their next ftep was^lo pTOclain^£m king, agreeable to >a 
former eleflion in afv^.^^-iTcmbly of the nubility and com* 
nio.ns^oE. Zealand a ^SScLon^tt, Eiic having gs yet no intclli- 


g^nce of vv^at had been yiinlaScd in Su'Jiv'uKy vv;.s n^jjking 
p4^fJk?aTi6ns for finifliinj the war. Accord ingly iu* j'AiIcd 
' ver with his fleet to mid here vva^ jirfl in;uiJ ac- 
quainted with the dca^^ of I'hou htr gr^'‘'‘^y 

joiced at this event, yet believing that r.».i:'k r®hi.s own aiith:)- 
n;;;, b’f ^ 

whi! 


' /anquilify, could be fullL iciitly eflabliflu d 
his h-^other Harold Uved.^and claimed^ the cnfigns (»f 
/ovei 'ignfy, he rcfolved to mircu \ 7 g'ainft him. IhiruU^ 


on 


lln-Mld 


■Cni'cr hand, hearing of the ;:«d 

proaef]^ vVas y'^':‘jij»Icxed howto act. * His force w'as rlfy ’ 

unequal to hii brother’s ; and hazarding a bait!c/vg\;Id fhefc- 
forc be cxpofing him to the moil imminent dangc; • yet lie 
hjd no other alternative than flying into*bani(hm(.nt. lijs two 
fons continued faithful to £V/V, and were now iL* 

**. 


fons continued faithful to UrtCy and were now iL* 'iis 
camr)*\^^ Hunld however perfuading himfclf, that probably 
they wv.not dcflitute of fdial alfcclion, though lionour 
ol^iged them tc remain firm to their engagement.*, rcfoKcd to 
,(^i. ilult them fccrcrly in what manner \v‘> mould acl in fo dan- 
.^•j'ous a cofijundturc. A trufly friend bar? access to them, and 
thiy, without helitation, rJvjudkd that he would cfcapc with 
all expedition to the king of Norway^ aduring him, that 
^ifki^lg a battle would be atlcr/led with certain ruin, 'rhu.'^*')- 
tRey/^cq^U!tted*\hcmre!vc:, like faithful adhcrinits'to /iV/j, and 
like dutiful children ic Harold ', but the farmer, having lunie 
Intimation gf this fecret correfrondenro, had tlicni lei/ed ; 
and, after a fliort imprir 'nmenf, ordered them, at the inftiga- 
tion of Chrijitern, ro be drowned in the river iS/y, into winch 
they were plui*;*'. 


AV*<« 
No. ■ 


::a«ilong 



* Meurs. 1. Iv. 


his nobles ; circumflance ra- fivcly with fomc unccm.-non mi-- 
thcr glorious to his memory fortunes, which tlit* reader mull 
than fortunate in the iffue, as have obferved in the perufal of 
each reign was aifliaed fuceef- the preceding p^ges. 


claifT.'cd 



m AatUbnil. Od 
hto an4;fr- 

liStuM to 
their 




be 


injfouraged hy the Jnte(^ 

Ill _ ; • 


Eric fuh- 
tfues Ru- 
geiL 


Harold ry> claimed king of J^M/nueA^at a die(;he 
itirm •wM intelligence Erie fpw'cU^ returnt 
an arm/, dered hve of the fix remai»ng (bns^o 
«m/Eric death, without remorfe wpity,''foi 
ias his fix affinity to himfelf. As Up the young ‘ft fon 
font put /0his efcape in a ^afant’s cT^fs to 
Aath. ‘ ju the mean while the VandoU 

tine divi/ions in Denmark^ madea i^ud^n irruption into^ii^i- 
and laid' wade with terriUe dcfolation 'evci^-pt; 
thr^gh which they paffed. ,To ryrcfs their in( 9 il;AjCc^ 
got(|together a fleet of eleven^j^ra J embarking in ei 

veflcl four hofv^men, with tWKr pFopei, accoutrements^'^ bcfiL__ 
f6ot ; with whmh armament he palTed ; yer into their country, 
and foon reduced it. From thence he ^/g nt ^^ ro ^ xlSe*ef Rid- 
gen to punifh the inhabitants, who had not only afSflef^ the 
Vandalism but rdhouncec^Q" lri>«a.<ianity, exercifed themoQrabo!^ 
• minable aqd prophajy: pagan fuperftition, and, whaM''^r^ 
impnediately concerned the date of Depmark^ the moflrderpe- 
rcte^piracy on the high Teas. Havin^TubJueu t^em,fre com- 
pelled thd whole ifland to bahifh idolatry, to eflablifli funds 
for thf^ refidence of a bifliop to inftru(El them in the duties 
the^Chridian religion, and to fwear allegiance to the .crowr*pf 
liinmarku Howe)(er, they did not long continue tb^lr fub- 
miffion 5 for Eric was fcarcc returhed to* Denmark (hi 
«redored their idols, and banifbed the Chridi^ prelate. 
was preparing to puniih them with more feverity, when 
return of Harold^ sb we have mentioned above, diverted 
intention. Hidory relates, that ke foon remqyed this iwsA 
brother by aflaflination ; but we no where find the particular 
circumdances mentioned 

Duking Eric's refidence in Denmarkj fo^we difturuAnces 
arofe in Norway^ that terminated in the ruin of 
Harold^ who claiified the crown in conrequence of his affini- 
ty to the late royal family, had fo engaged the hearts of the 
Jrijh^ among whom he lived fol a great number of years$ 
that they Tent him to Norway^ attended w*th a confidcrable 
body of troops. An infurreAion (he people immediately 
appeared in his favour ; and th^^fifted, that fhould 

receive him as bis colleague. This ErC refuTed, gaV^ DattU 
the rebels and auxiliary and defeateckS^Cib/i/, who took 
Ihelter in Denmark^ where he was ^kindly receivdif^ i^r/r. 
The truth was, cevenge and policy, not humani^^o the 
didrefled, were the motives o f Eric's condud. he confidered 
this as a favourable occalion of punidiing Magnus for bit 


Harold 

s^ajpna^ 

ted. 


An in/ur* 
reJfion in 
t Norway. 


^ Gram. 1. xiv* 


® POKTAN, LVrf 


tredGfie- 



hia aid, tnd' JE^ 

^no«ii4^:;w|MimmgAtitt to the 

the wolt of J^fft now involved him. 
fheihliileder^ he fee out a fa^ond time^ and fo totally 
f Ait he aprirehendediw other rebellion for fome 

his 

Harold ; ihe^aegnAcnted hia land and fea*forces, 

J to Notway with a very formidable army, at- 

ien^Q ' oy*harold. . Here ^le tooit. fome fca-port towns ; J|ut 
jj^nus declining battle j}^r|{prne.d to mom jti DenniSrk^ 
reSblving torefume his wperation^ early in the^ring** 

, Next year he rcturn^D with a fuperior fo^ce, Jand coming to Eric*/ ent* 
a decahe ^r. Vr MUl^ld4agnu5^ defeated his army, and took^/(y r* 
,himl}^ironer.^,,His vidory he difgraced by his cruelty ; for, to Magnus, 
all attempts to reinftaib^‘iT..:n/ortunat*^ Icing, he put^"'^C/^ 

J U* * iXihis eyes, deprived him of hi?^irility, an^ after this^®^'^*/* 
arbarodr caftra^on, epclofed him tor^la^ in 'a'monafteryy 
raifing Hiirold to the throne. , > 

Having finilhed the war \n Norway^ he returned to fettle 
domeftic cecononiy of Denmark^ which had fallen in 
during the long fericsof civil and foreign v.s^8, 

^ in wuivb the nation was for feveral years .engaged. Whiih The hijhof 
his mind thus ufefully employed, an unfortunate difpute^Rof- 
arofe among tl^ biChops, about the archbifhopric of Lunden^ Jhiid 
^cn vacant* EjehU^ bifhop of Rofchild^ fu^ported by the people, rai/es an 
and RicOy bilhop of Slefwicky for whom the ,king entertained 
a perfonal iriendfhip, on account of his attachment during the 
civil war, were the candidates. Efchil raifed an army, and f 
njiliged the king and Rico to retire to Jutland. Here they Ic- ** 
viddX^recs, refafned to Zealandy gave battle to the haughty^'^^®^^'^* 
preh«ii8r*and took him prifoncr, keeping him ip clofe confine- 
ment, until, he was rcleafed at an exorbitant ranfom, and the 
firong interceflSon of the moft powerful of the nobility. 

This difpute being for time laid afide, the king refumed 
his attention to r^refe the grievances of his fubjcdls, in which 
he met with n^.iWlefs circuities i for, in eafing the burthen 
of taxes l|«^/on the commons, he oflfbnded the nobility, and, 
m granSt^ new. |ionoui^ and privileges to the latter, he only 
rivetted the of the former. This foon raifed a fer- 

ment ici the nation, which could be compofed only by his 
death event that was treacheroufly broight about, while 
be was pubiii^Iy adminiftring juftice in full court, near Riperty 
where he was (tabbed by one Ploguiy furnamed Blacky a no-- 

* Saxo Kid. 
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bleman 



Eric 

dtrtihy^ 

Plogui. 








bklBiB of gvfic in } , 

ter a reign of fcarce four yMrs^ rengKtng^tth bit laft^ 
a crown which he obtained 1^ many vsnorottl exploits 
nified by fuch afls of popularity and « taw 

his memory to Ae commons of 4Sr4ilw€d,'faya 

thcforname ot -EmutuliYom hit courage and the 
angeri he had furmountetrs and^/ftpr(/&t/, from JtHjtaffiUw 
and fwiftntft, accordihg to Metnjtis and other yahged by the i 
TThe royal family being almoft exnn^ in wuj)tion inf^ 
gr^«t difputes arofc in the dWt about the fucceffion. owe 
propofed the naturaj fot^ of ^ * late king ; others 
fupported th^^laim of Camte^ Ton tl^Magnus^ and grandfon 
to Eric; whilfra ^^ir^ party, headed W CArj/?r^r«, of whom# 
we have made mention in the late *'<$4'il«m.yvijpoured^ the 
caufe oi Voldemar^ the Ton of Canute king of yandajaS bjl 
his wife Ingebirga. Tto:/* wcle many rcafonable objutiorkf 
(larted agajnft all thpjl^jjce candidates : the firft was 
fon to a prfne?r^i^o was himfelf th& fruit pf an ill^gitimattf 
embrace : the fccond was a minor," and the fon or k prince 
detefted by ihe people, on account of the murder of their fa« 
vouriteCenarr, and baniihed the kingdom by a folemn dec^a: 
of .(M diet: and laftly, the third was fo young, that dr^^'aful 
cbnfequences were apprehended from fo long a minority ai 
muft enfue from his eledion. However, the influence and 
addrefs of Cbrijiiern furrtibunted this laft difficvrfty, as the peo<- 
pie were greatly dirgofed to favour the offspring of a perfonj 
they had perfedly idored. He fent privately for Ingeburga^ 
and introduced her and her infant^ibn to the people, with a 
pathetic fpeech, reminding them of the noble virtues of his fa- 
ther. The efFcd was fudden, and the diet, with one v^ce^ 
proclaimed him king ; but Ingeburga^ aware of the^ dand^sTo 
which the child muff be expofed by this exaltation, wouio by 
no perfuafions conient to bis eledion, until a regqnt fiiould be 
appointed. She farther ittfifted, that the regent fliould afiu* 
ally enjoy the badges and authority of majefiy during his na- 
tural life ; that his ambition might be grati^ed, and all caufe 
for confpiring againft the life of her fon, k^poved. This 
was a wife precaution fu^efted by maternal that 

probably fecured the crown afterward to VqH^i^arJToo ftre- 
nuoully did fl&e maintain this point, that£^k, Airqsmed the 
Lambj from the mildnefi of his dirpofttion, wascbofcn^egenti 
or rather colleagce to Valdemar^ and foie kine^d^g the 
young prince’s minority. He was the fon of Jaaejmn^ who 


^ Ibid, etiam Poxtan. & Mxuas. loc. citat. 


had 




I duster,' and related to £m 
u Ton fiareld (A). 

i^ch gave rife to his elevation ; for bis 
bidwx^remeloveof peace and tranquility* 
cauiea najjqaKSTyi leftlaiibition flight tempt him to difiurJk 
the public /» 

' C • Vfi furnamed the L A M i 

* ^ /’had fcarce afcended Vbe throne, when thejivifllns Eric V ^ 

Btmng the cle^y broly.^iMt Afrefli with redouMed vigclir.>r;/rtfW 
hifhop of Rtfchijr^ as loon 'as death had ^moved thcLamh, 
yvho was the greatcu ^jnlacle to his afpiring views, went over ^ot/j king. 
teJS^niHj ^fent, and even at the perfuaiion of the 

f tant8,'q^uined th^tle and authority of primate, with- * ‘39* 
gaining, or indeed f^4‘.niffion of cht: new kint;:. 

iC|ple were enamoured of the laU archbifhop $ and as Eah/taflU 
wJi|S his relation, they ftrenuoufly ]nti%:d*‘tnat the 
nity Ihouli be kept in the family. This induced Eric^ liir'* 
named the Lamb^ to maintain the pretenfions of Rico^ bifhop 
pi^li/wukf patronized by the late king, ^nd likewife to curb 
theVambition and infolence of EfchiL Obferving, howevpr^ 
the obfiSnacy with which the whole province of Schonen ei- 
poufed his <saure, and that degrading him would necefiarily 
be attended wit^ a civil war, he dropped the defign rather 
Aan difturb the tranquility of the kingdom. The difpute 
mut this archbifliopric of Lunden was firft occafion the 
kings of Dinmark had to ;«pent their having invclled their 
turbulent prelates with temporal authority, and elevated them 
to/uqh a pitch of grandeur, as rendered them haughty, info- 
lenc, >j^d even Aangerous to their fovereigns. In fome mea- 
fur o ^rtT'gTtfify Rico for his difappointment, JEric made him 
chancellor of Denmark^ and gave him th^bifliopric of Rof^ 
child^ vacant \>y the removal of Efchj^ \ 

^ Amidst thefe tranfadiofls, Olaus^ the Ton of Harold^ who 
efcaped the mafia^ in which his brothers perilhed, by order of 
the late king, n^ returned to Sweebn^ and publicly demanded 
^is faiher ^iJaTO chat had been confifeated. This the king 
rtnUdTpi^ding ^law {mlTed in the reign of Frotho the Greats 


■ Saxo, 1. xiv. * Saxo, ibid. Pontax. U v. 

[A)Grammaiieus^Peitta/tuif2.nd the alliance arofe by the mar* 
MeurjStUy make ofe of the word riage of Ends fon, and not by 
m/amguineust to exprefs this any mixture of blood with Eric 
affinity, though improperly, as Umieif^O* 

« (l) Fid, ibid. 
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Attempts 
on the 
king^s hji. 


ITihil 
/ /es 
Jot^c% Jtr 
the king. 


^Tbe Bififry ^ TtmaiSt^ 

by which the eft&tcsW all perils who hid tdttii ap ^ni$ 
againft their king ahd coiKatry, fowited to 
OiiJus rinding that he could not av|nl|hiin(af of intn^p 
or force, had recourfe to plots ai^ enjdfa<^ 

voured one ntt^t to afla^inatc the .ki|ig in wbM-chamDCi:^ 
was prevented by the^«ards, fr.^i whom^ellaped wim 
'dilliciiity, and fled a kco.^d ^.^^^infco Stveai^ 
thd*ice into SJwnen^ he levied for(.e9^ aljlimed th^ 9 ;rii dignity ji 
anji'^ prepared to invade the whole kingaom. 

{IfkJm^^his quarrel with trie king, raifed forces to Of^fe 
hifh, and V ^rtormed the Aibjcdf, but unfucci^-; 

fully ; for b9 :ig defeated in the rield|^hc retreated to Lundm^ 
and was therl* bef'eged by Olam* /*^cr defending the city, 
which was iecuitd by no walls, with tX" 

length, from the fcaicity of ,grovific^is, forced«fo furrej^®^ 
upon honouiiible terms^C CbiueViicerb fay that he way fakev^ 
piifoner, ^nd difmUl'^, after iweanng allegiance 
which oith he"T&Vdke as foon as Ericas army came near enough 
to pru^c.^^ him. He offered his fervices to this prince, and 
took It upoh him to crufh the rebellion, provided his majefty 
w'ouid furnifh him i^tth a fuitable army, which was reat^^ly 
gi anted. As foon as the prelate found himfelf atthij^head 
oF a foinuJable bpdy of men, he went in fearch of the ene- 
mv, who did not decline battle. Here he was a A^econd time 
^\anqui(}ied, and returned* to the king with apologies that were 
cafily admitted, as h^s misfortunes could not be attributed t(j 
want of loyalty, Kut to unlktlfulnefs in a profei&on no way 
appertaining to the chara£tcr of u dignified prelate 
OLAUSf elated with his two vidtories, began now to at 
fume the king in reality. He plundered all the eflFe£ls belong- 
ing to Ene and EfJnl ; depofed the latter fron^'his jijchb^op- 
ric, and placed another in his room ; revoked airfhe %c^es 
made in this and the laft reign ; and lafily, fcn4jng his army 
into winter-quarters, making Lunden the repofitory of their 
arms, he went over to Sihonm wAh only a few attendants, as 
if the war had be^n wholly ended, and hi^j^felf in quiet pof- 
feflion of the throne. 'I'his imprudent fecQ^^ would have 
wrought his de(Fru6hon, bad not fortune intc]]^C)^4, for hit 
Safety; for E*tc receiving intelligence of 1\V9 t^tal •egTed.t of 
military duty, colledled a fm<tll body C)f'r4.tc^s, and pai&ng 
over in the night, attacked the enemy juft as their camp was 
ready to break u,'), and while every thing was jp trie utmoft 
confufion and diforder. The confequence was a complete 
vidory, having taking four of Clauses generals, difperfed his 

® JKi... vw 1. ir, 
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and^ 

afecond tin. defeated s 


Jrampf rcdttl^d ^aadinv, felzedhis 
nput td death the new bifhopy ap- 
op of EfehiU or, as others imagine* 
Jtraiteroufl^ fuffered himlclf to ba 

pen^ frq^whcncc he foon returnJb 
^^TOttrc to £r/c* in which hej/as 


and to fr/V* in which he yas 

a fecond t^n .defeatet^ z^limflorp. Nor did this dedroXhis 
^hopK* Oj^’adjLways difpirit him ;^for wc arc told* that itwe 
*{^me cSnnpaign he fought no le^ than twelve obiijjp^battffs 
rwSh Eric^ in alPof whicb.-^e .var-jnfucccrsful. H^ad indeed 
JOLadmirabJe talent at ac^^Smmodatieg himfclf to^cumdanccs* 

^nd retrieving th^4^i]a^n of affairs* after fhey nad been given 
1 / all >mcr men ; but he never duck at the 
whetf^ir honourjye or : his whole jbjc£t was fuc- 
i^cisiii .whatever manner it was obtained. Finding thercfoie Glaus a 
4 '** 'attempts in Schonen would be vain* be paderfover fud- fecund timt 
> £n]y im^ Zealand, and \|^as here defeated by Rico, bifhop ofdefeatcd, 
JRjofchild. Determining however to have his revenue* be g&ve 
out that he had quitted the ifland* and concealed himfelf with 
^s^ong party of defperadoes in a wood adjacent to Rico^s pa- 
lace.' ^.^This he attacked furioudy in the night ; but finding 
.the dodfs too ftrong to be forced* he called out for fire to con- 
dime the building. Rico upon this demanded a parley* which 
being granted* las was going to remonllrate with Olaus, when 
he was treachcroudy (lain by his order* •before be had well 
pafled through his own gate. * 

After this •infamous adibn Olaus returned to Schonen be- 
fore Rico^s death could be known there ; but Eric took his 
meafures fo well, that he bad almoft put an end to the war by 
a fudd^n a^ck*on the enemy* in which Olaus narrowly ef- 
caprtrteing made prifoner. This was ogly a fhort rclpite Olaus 
from the fate; which impended ; for he was foon after de-/^^^' 
feated and ilain in a bloc^y Rattle fotfght juft as he was upon 
^h^oint of quittii^ Schonen 

This dangeroujpival being removed* Eric applied his at- 
tention to comjpmng thefbte of the kingdom* greatly dif- 
^imbcdbv.fHiJ^^ war. He married the fifter of the bi- 
vSS^^Dmmen ^ remu nerated the nobles with fomc beneficial 
sranta of eftate^SSfteited in the late war* for the zeal J" 

ndeiity with which they had ferved him, and diftinguilhed 
, himfelf by many afts of piety, juftice, and jlopularity* until*^^^^^ 
^at length he fell into an ina£hvity and indolence* that greatly 
^impaired his reputation. To redeem bis charadler he fitted 


* SaxqJjram. 1. xlv. 
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out a fleet again(bthi^f'^ii7/r« lAo fditflM tMr fAwiAl 
but a lazy bi^mour had now fo (PofleflSM^ l&tt 

loitering on the coaft of Zfalam witDcm kcepii 
watch, he was furprifed by the enliw, 
jtrifoner. It is fuppofed |hat his foridneft 
md totally emaVcuiated mind«\awd * rendftN^ n |S jiidUfe«»^ 

icf't to every confideratiorF^t dAfgjaic felici^w?!^^ he in- 
duR.ed to an excels of wealcnels:^ He now t«Ujr)iejriroi|)^ 
aft/r his lhatneful flight, without agaii^tremptli^:) wiptf off 
tbpViffjace, or reprefs the ii^olenceof thofe barbanaW Ne^st' 
year he wdl^ized with a fever, of ^hlch he died, leaving flhe 
reputation ol^a prince endued with ef^ellent natural qualities^ 
were they not>:orru!ptcd, and at laft ddicera^fd by a fliametul^ 
indolence, the contequence of too uxoi<^ 9 » adii^htion. 
death- bed he was weak enough to put l»n a monk's habit^P^ 
ing upon thatMS a fure pafl|f€rA'>so'‘the manflons^of hWCf 
in this apparel aflembled his nobility round him, deliy^ripg^ 
.them his kepter. ‘ Yet though he reflgned the badge/ of ail^ . 
fhqrity, he could not bear to ha^e a fucceflbr mentioned i 
for when that was propofed by one of the nobility, in order 
to put a flop to the cncurflons of the Vandals^ he turned roui^ 
in wrath, and expired with fentiments of refentmem ^ 

r 

^ H^elm. Chron. Slav. I. i. c. Ixviii* 


(A) It deferves notice that not Lamb (ij ; though it if 
Ihlmoh aflirms tbiS prince’s probable he might have^r^* 
furname was (intimating geived the former appellation 
an auc)<ority fomewhat inferior after the death of fr/V, and the 
to the badges of majefly) and other before. 

(i) Htlm, Cbron, Slav, L 1, c, Ixviir, 
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»» 

Whtrtin the Hijtory is brought dovot to tho 4cc0on 
of Canute yi. ip the 

S IF E N IV. and C^NUTsB 

gwen IV. N V. the kingdom was divided 

i^ndCie; among thtee perfons, each enjoying a foverdgn and 

putt V. equal authprity. Thpfe are the wor<b of Dtadfit weriten, 
though it appears in fa£l> that Voldemar was ftill in bis inino» 
rity, and enjoyed no part of the fupreme authority. Tlie 
^alandtrs^ at the pdFjfiilnyuif a 


perfop of ^reat influ< 



SatHt faf UiErU Etm4» 

m&.biiii ror tnekbUifc fThe yM/lmJm, bowevery favpured 
i.Gi>iilhU|hr fi>o of 39!v^f»f acmfdingly elected him for their 


i^vere^ 

Wiedwr 

hit Aioo£ 
.thoHtydF 


jintO Ei 


ould arrive at the age of matuti^. 


tb«i<9 ibare the authority with the youi 
to mm it to him, is not claarlv determin 
t ceroM it.ii Jn/n this, that Ealcltmar Uj 


djjffion of thmdi'Mnim appropriated to him du 
'Hi- nor didibebt «1 enjoy either the enfigns oJ 
f monarch. He was educated indeed at the 


. tbohty df t monarcb. He was educated indeed at the piQm 
/a^nareiit and immediate fucct;^r to the crown, tps^Ynowfe' 

« .hold and liberal appoinl.;nents, but* bore no in the ad* 
"lilHtlftration . p • f 

Tbe confequei^^tbis partition of piower was an imme- A’uuir 
' rivals Stwu and Canute^ that again breakt tut 

' qpi^ved the flation in AririJjtfsr. The lattcf talcing advan- ittwten 
cage of Swen's abfence in Sthotuny where he was levying an Swen W 
'imy, I.ivaded Ztalaiul, reduced it, and drew E/ihil^ the arch- Canute, 
itilhop, uito bi$*intereft f whence it appears, that this pr^> 
kte was not put to death in the former reign, a; Tome hifto- 
nans alledge. Endeavouring to join Canute in Ztaland, the 
(v/imate was Uken, and, by order of 5tvm, inclofed in a cage, 
and/dfpended in thefteeple of his own cathedral, expofed to 
* the derifion of the populace, afterwards tmprifoned, and at 
iength difmlffed at the requell of tl\f; pope, who interceded , 
for his Ton. 

; JVs foon as Swea had comjdeted his le\dv> he embarked his 
army for Ztaland^ determin^ to drive the eflemy out of the 
ifland. Both irmies willingly came to an engagement, fought 
with the utmoft obftinacy, and made terrible flaughter, umil 
vidory, long heyrering in iurpence, at laft embracra the caufe 
of ?«d brought him fuch an advantage, that bis rival 
waT'compelled to retire to Jutland. • 

Pope Eugmius this year publilhed an edid, ftridlly enjoin- 
. ing all Chriilian princes to combine Igainft the infidels, which | ,* .g! 
brought about a ^poraiy reconciliation between Sxum and 
Canute., that in a ronfederacy and jwflion of form Swen W 

againft the who will adhered to their pagan idolal|qr. Canute 

5'ggg-had ine allies arr^ed on the enemy’s coaft, when they reconciled, 
were joindfi hyd^^axom, and now die fleet was divided into and march 
three fquadroi^rmo were to make their feverd attacks. 

Svien wu unfortunate } for the inhabitants the ifle of Rm- Vandals, 
gen, in allianoe with the Vendalt, deflroyed a great part of hit 
> mxt by a fudden folly. Terrified with this lots the Danes re- 

• SoANtMo. n4,es» 


foabarked. 
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' imbarked, and» gritRout wy farA^er atteft^; ittimtf hooie | 

, ' upon which the civil difcord wn ^in revived between the* 
7he civil nval princes. Swen^ by hi^ Iate|d«at,* was nofNMjpferio^h ' 
war again&tcngih to his enemy; which wf^iency he detained 
freaks 0 i/ 4 icompenfate by all the precautions m^4lie ^rt of ^ar. 

vie fet about Artifying l^Qhild inme ^flronjre|^Mnne^r^^ 
^wnuti refolved to inipedf.r'^V^.wrf as mucWKIpjp^lS ^ and 
maintain his fuperiority. Adcordtesly be pafleaK^> 
attacked the city, took the governor, ti/ho com’in^Med ^Tally 
'o^^he^befieged, and, after putting out his eyes, ana plundp;-' 
irrg tue he reimbarked for Jutlandj to Vecruit his 
and prcpare>ir giving battle to SumiX. _ 

In a (hortbim^^ he rctuVned, and WetingTiis rival at 5^r- 
Jler^ a bloody battle was fought, tha^^teYhiinated tm 
Canute vantage of Swen. Now Canute wsis ^iiot only (preed to^a^ 
defeated, don Tjealand^ but before his "Jutland.^ was dcfertcclSJ^’ 
two of the chief nobility, whofe weight and valour provciof 
utmoft importance to his antagonift. To this lofs v/as add^ 
«th^ influence of young Voldemar^ how of age, who, out 
, hatred to the Ton of his father’s murderer, declared in favoujp 

of Swen.^ and accepted from him the government of Slefwiih 
Valdemar that had formerly belonged to his noble father. Yo\xng,v al^ 
declares fer dewar^h natural vigour, thcinfluence he pofTefled in confcquence 
Swen. of the people’s af&dion for his parent, and the forces he drew 
I together, enabled Swen to retaliate upon bis p'vaf, and, in his 
turn, to projedt the invafion of his dominions Valdemar 
was accordingly^ provided with a fleet, and ordered to make ^ 
defeent on fuiland ; the iirft exjiedition he had ever under- 
taken. His courage and ardour to fignalize himfelf Toon in- 
fufed a fpirit of intrepidity in his troops, that made them a? 
defirous of battle as their young leader. THl oraortqpjty of- 
fered, and Valdemar embraced it with a chearfuln^ thd^og- 
Canute nofticated a happy event. Canute was totally defeated ; his 
again dc^ whole army taken, kille^, or difperfed, and himfelf obliged 
feated. to fly for flieltcr to his ftepfather.^' Suerco king of Siveden* 

SfVENy being thus freed from all appil|henflons about his 
rival, refamed the war againft the#r<7ff^<7/i\^o had become 
nmt infolent by the late rcpulfe they had gwNv^the Danes* 
and by the civil difcord that rent thfo miferable pcqple.'^^in- 
petuofity and fire, mixed virith a certain difl^Ion of mind ant] 
inconftancy, diflinguilhed the charaAer of Swen. l^His ren« 
dered the war irv general unfuccersful, though he focceeded 
in all his attacks upon the barbarians. As he ni^ver followed 

^ Saxo Gram. 1. xiv. MauRs. 1. iv. 
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ftis ftrcike, th<^ dArays agtin made hem^ and were as infolent 
at the end of Swings hpftle operations as before *. « 

» Dtr^iNG thefe'trahrwionSf Canute^ lca\ingthe court of 
Swedoit to P^lattdXo folicit afliftance, and Irom thence 
places he met «vrh fair p oniiijfs, 
iii^s pli%^i)folatiOT the uj^rtunate ; ^nd at Un^twto 
the ot him into his#r^. 

tedfiorfi.' Tnis prelate^ JBaying been d»'privrd pf fomc yrivi- 
I^s he claimed in Dehmark^ vow d revenue! and 

affifledY^na/^ with all his power. He likewife Tufly 
perfons to foBnd the inclinations of the Vho all 
^e^jared they would f.ke arms in favour ot t^ir piinrc, the 
wpm'cnT h? apoearco^ with a [froper %ce fo protect ihcm, 
were foripng their levies. They did roi deceive 
S ifiwitnTalfe hopes ^ for the moment he. nirived, incredi- 
Wl numbers flocked tri*M--fl‘andard ; and finding him- 

felf inferior in the field, took all neceflaiy prq^autions for 
ftanding a fie^e in TUburg, Camte pitchid his camp before Cinutc 
the city, laid dole fieee to it, and in time led .ced the gawi ^na^n tn- 
ion to great (Ircights lor want of protifions. Su'/^n refold id adr/ » 
in this emergency, to rifque every thing, rather than fall inn ^cni larlc, 
flie hands of his rival. Accordingly, attended by young W 6e^ 
dimar^ he Tallied out in the nie:ht upon^the enerr\'oca»^ 
when a bnfk aflion enfued. 1 he befieg^d fought with t» e 
defpair or perj^ons who had all at flake, and the belicgcrs dctc^ ^^burg. 
mined not to be difgraced by a handful of men. Both Sivcn 
and Valdemar performed miracles of \Tilqiir; but efpfcaily 
the young prince, who was prefent wherever danger and glory 
called. Fortune feconded their biavc efforts ; Canute s army 
%ya9 intirely defeated, his camp pillaged, the fiege raifed, and 
himfelf forced to fly with a few attendants into Saxony 
, la thcflhean time, the Vandals had invaded *FLmn^ burn- The Van- 
ing and deflroying the country with all \he fury of incenfed dais de> 
barbarians; but Swen^ marching ^againfl them, drove iYitxwfiated^ and 
out of the ifland. after defeating them in a pitched battle. « 

To prevent tl^ future depredations, he granted, with 
confent of thf^obility# the power of making rtprifils to v 

his fubjcfh'y'^ho had fuflained loflcs b} their dclcenis 

Thcfe privaiteers at firft cempofed but a fmall fqua- 
drofi ; but fib^fuccefs fo cncouiAgcd others, that in a mort 
time they became a formidable armament, undei the conduct 
of one Vithemar. Their power rendertd tb m no lefs a 
grievance f& Denmark than the Vandals themfelves ; for w htre- 
ever they met with a (hip fit for their purpofc, they thought 

MevRS. 1. iv. «5r5ifiSrfeR.SM. 1. xiv. 


them-* 





tbemfelvcs fufficiegtlj^uSlified m j 
paid down her value to the ownerJ 
wife crept itiy which rendered it nd 
a certain fet of laws to regulate tU 
lere* hiftory does (lot inform us : 


;im v|M hcr« if ihqrfiA 
CKber abuliii bad like- 
for 5fw« to compiW- 
ir What thefi:^ 

fArconly told* that tbc^ 



plbved extremely teneficijjl and Uut^} 
w^h it was long before towni 

aooMt fplendor, and trade iWuveK^ its wonttd . 

^JNUTE in the meantime wasdnot idle! 
hy evtm art to induce the Saxvu to fupport him,* 

Canute. he met with* fome encouragement, fromt^ 

eager defire vwh which he found the people pollcfled of ■ 
vering their ul^al liberty, » thw imkine^heySiUiildTSir 
reward of the ferviefs they propoled ibould^ 

be fo happy as to be reinftated in the nirone. A'Shdil 
was loon railed g but there wanWtiLA^ot to tralfiport it u<Mr^ 
SU/witk. A few (hips were therefore obtained from that 
dutchy, anS every thing threatened the nation with a nesv* 
ciyil war. Nor was Swtn lefs diligent in talfing the proper ' 
meafures to fiq)prefs this>infurredion. He levied troops with 
fuch expedition, and qaarched them, with Valdtmar at their 
head, with fo much celeritv, that CanuU was attecked, ads' 
the rebellion fupprefled, before it was believed that &V)tn could 
have intelligence of the riling t and thus the unhappy prince ' 
^as once more driven intp exile. After Bwtn ba^ puniihed ' 
with death the ringleaders, impofed a fine upon the reft, and 
fettled the good ordpf of the country, he returned to Dtn> • 
uiark. * , • _ . 

CANUTE refolved upon one more effort ; and accord* 
ingly went to the court of the emperor Frederic Barben^tjfof 
craving his alfiftance, and promifing, if he fucoKded, to hold 
Denmark as a fief of the empire : an argument which weighed 
fo powerfully with Barharejay that he cited Swen to appear 
before him. Aleurjius fays, that he fent a polite compliment, 
dehring that the king of Oenmark would favour him with a 
meeting at Stadtbergy then called Marhtrgy In order to renew 
the ancient amity between their prede^flbrs i luring him, at 
the fame time, that only affairs of imporUnce pretexted him 
from going more than half way. This #mbaffy was exti g 5Bi y“ =r 
agree^le to Swen, as it flattered his pride, agAjlifed ois felN 
importance. Without hefitation he embraced the propofal, 
and fet out on the journey, attended by Valdtmary contrary to 
the advice of the ienate and moft prudent perfot^es of the 
py finn. Qo his arrival at Stadtierg he was magnimently re^* 

^ MtBaSWdWi^„^iiTAii. 1. V. 


Canute 
tKce mere 
into 

ixiU. 


Hi txguges 

thtemptrtr 
im bid ftr~ 

Win 


celvedK 



ildvdl at the firft teiwt 
dark bc^an to accufe nii 
k 4)0 crown of Dtmurk 
'throne. 



but* 9 th/ fiM^ond meeting* Wru 
F having driven the lawfbl heir to, 
of tiSe kingdom, and ufuifcd hie 
Then the^mpAor propofed, that he fliould hold his 
tTOwn open the famv-turms offered by Gtmtr, or run 
hilzaril (ff M vengeanc^f He t^ him, thft, if he accej 
the iirft. ilit^ mid be W CAdSMlr"’ prevail on Canutt Vtmty 
-dovf?) nis 'fms, and r^dpr^'ell pretenfions, acceptb^of 
in equiva*\:nt, which be fnould hold for hiillife : 
on the^oiiffaiy, ihould he prove refradory, he throatc'^ to- , ' 

dhreft him {Stven) immediately o'f the f^veteignty^-w^eonfer 
it on his rival. Swm perceiving now, when^too late, the^' 
fn)Jre rnH>' which he hid fallen, deliied t^at t|?e matter might 
.bed ebyw l before aulic council, or a diet of the princes 
cBipire, each cf the parties chufing ap advocate, upon 
whom he lii3uld reft *<•’« caufe. ^bis pr<^(ition feemed fo 
equitable, that Barbarejfat afliamed to refufe it^ defired he 
would fix upon his advocate. Accordingly Stum cht^e i/mry 
duke of Saxony ; and Canutt made choice of tne arch' 
bifhop of Bremtn. The caufe was debated with great warmth, 
and Let was near carrying the point for his client, when 
BarbareJJa put an end to the argument, by decreeing, that 
they fhould hold an equal (hare of the fovereignty, as coU 
leagues ; a determination with which Stain was forced to ap- ^2 
pear fatisfltd^ though the imuftice of it was flagrant and ntv tvittn 
torious to all the world. In confequence, he was permitted Swen and 
to return to Denmark ; but had no fooilet arrived at the capi- Canute r/- 
tal, than, aflembling his nq^ltt, he wrote alctter to the tm^-firreJ to a 
ror, by their advice { in which he upbraided him for his per- tbet of the 
fidy, and violation of the laws of nations and public faith. *^pirt ; 
He told him,.' that his confent to his unjuft verdifl being ex- ®"Swen 
-tpef-d, hewas determined not to abide by a fenttace fo partial 
and iniquitous ; and that as he had not only obtained the-y ^ ^ ^ 
crown the election and free choice of his faithful people, 
but likewife held it by-right of conqueft, it was his refo- j fff 
lution not to pa/ficipate his authority’ with the man he had 
fo frequent]y^nqui(hf;d ; and either to live a king, or die 
in maintairh'ig his right and crown *. 

■.‘nTBii this he entered upon a treaty of marriage with the 
houfe Satf^rii^in order the more ftrongly to unite familiet 
tflready linked together by friendfhip, neighbourhood, and 
mutual good ofitces; but this connexion, fays CrritomM/mw, 
was the baae of his reputation, and the ruin of the kingdom, 
gfpwf began to emulate the luxurious and expenfive maonem 

• Vid. c^-CibW, 
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Swen 

fzades 

Sweden. 


of the Saxons, Tl?e fimple homelt coarfe drefs of Demnari^ 
«was changed for the more fuperb anl coftly ornaments of the 
neighbouring country. The minds yf th^nobility were emal^ 
cv^lated with foppery, their eftacef riy,<^d with pomp ai|^ 
^ntation, and^the public trcafui^y^xiTaufted J 7 fjrhtolous 


and mere gaudy cxiK^al 


eqiAhage, every other articIe*^l|^t^!QgHva5 chafl^E (or p more, 
expef five method ; and the manlv re.llic;ty.of thw^nceftors 

l_i j Hr* j f ^ ^ I I V- 


r. Wmi -drefs and 


laid Pfidc for a refined delicacy, better becoming vjM^omen 
thanlt^ refpediled only^ for its valour, hardinefs, and 

rough DolJSSikS. Saxony was irf'thofc days to henmark whatt 
another natioi\ celebrated for the politencfs of. 
is at prefent to '^our/own. The low dhoduion of the ffea- 
fury intioduced a train of bare-faced corfo^tions. 
preferments were bellowed, for a certafn price, «^n the meait 
and unwoithy. * Merit was cllimated^ by wealth, and court- 
favour beflowed only upon thofe who could adminiller for a 
time to its prodigality. Religion fell jnto dKcfedit, with this 
docline of the practice of morality : and it is indeed obfervable, 
that they arc dver infeparablc, whatever llrefs lome cnthufiafls 
may lay upon the merits of an implicit faith, in which, ac-» 
cording to them, confills true religion 

In this condition Hood the kingdom on the eve of a war 
with Sweden^ from which the pope’s nuncio did ^'^ll in his 
ipower to divert Su'en, ^Fhc motives for it were/ a grofs af- 
front put on the nalipn by the brutal coiidufl: of ^o/jn thd 
fon of Suor^o king*o(^ Swedon. This young prince ha-d vio- 
lently earned off the wife of the duke of Halla^td^ ravilhed 
her in the mod favage manner, and then difmiflcd her with all 
poiSbIe marks of ignominy. What the icafons were for fo 
brutal a condudl we are not told ; but certain (t is, that 
the whole kingdom of Denmark was fired with the defirc^ 
revenging fo barefaced an injury ; for however co^irupted the 
minds of the nobility might 1 ^, the nation in general was 
not loft to a fenie of public honour^ . 

In the beginning of the winter Swm 1«L his army into 
Finland, where it was fupplied with aK neceflar)^ by the vo- 
luntary contribution of the inhabitants, who chcarfull v 
fiered a part of their fubftance to avoid bei^ (^undoredoT 
the whole, and have their country laid in alKiT’by the fury 
of the Danijh foldiers. Croiling the gulph he made a defeent 
on the coafts of Swdden ; and the inhabitants flyiijg for {bel- 
ter into the mountains, were foon reduced by the pinching 
cold and hunger to hazard a battle, in which they were de- 


« Saxo, 1. xiTT 


VRS. I. iv. 


feated ; 



TS^rj t)«ii«|!ark; 141 

feated ; after which theJfubmitted at difcretion. Such wa$ , 

.jhe confternation into mich his arrival had thrown the 
^ whole kingdoin, tl^ hA would have found it an eafy con- 
yjeft, but that thc^ScToiency of the weather rendered it 
impofGble jbr him to the^d, and th^ badnefs of ue 
roads, feot'Vf by the| Kard prevented his pcnetra/^ 

4nto’ the country to any dtican^from the fea-coaft* 9 

was fcartf^ returned to Denmark with bis «£my, 
when awl inrTurreSioti in Schcnefi required his prefence.y^ot 
chufing ^o cx**rt force where^gtotle mcafures y^'^lpll^ prove 
equally efficacious, he demanded It ceiTation of/*bftilities, and 
*a trWcc'^rt’! he could hear the grievance, hs fooii as the 
proper fccurities we'Tjpafled, the king, attended with a few of moftmur-^ 
went o7er to the rebels, and harangued to very dtred fy 
'tittle efFcfl: ,"*for they grew more infolent bVhis lenity, at- an tnjur- 
tributmg to fear what was really the refult ot his indulgence reaton of 
^and clemency. Prefently he faw himfelf furrounded by armed pta- 
men, and his '^ife in imminent danger; but finding that 
attempts to efcape would be vain, he again waved his hand, Denmark, 
as a fignal that he wanted to be heard,, but before he had 
fpoke a fyllable, they began pelting him with ftoncs ; upon 
which Tochoy a man of quality in his tram, called out to them 
to forbear; for he himfelf would take it upon him to redrefs 
their grieva^'^es, and, if the king (hould oppofe it, would be 
th|^ firft man^* to lead them on to his deftrudlion. Perfe£tly 
l?tjsfied with this alTurance, the tumult^c^afed, the mob dif- 
perl^,*'and every man returned peaceably fo his own home, 
to the infinite" fatisfa£lion of the king, who was brought into 
very critical circumflances by thefe headftrong peafants 
As foon as the king was fee free, he fliewed his refentment 
of t^is imptident attack upon his life, by defiroymg the whole 
country, which he burnt to the ground, reducing the unhappy 
natives to the mod extreme mifery. He permitted the fol* 
diers to indulge tbemfelves in ev</ry kind of excefs, and to 
commit the modt^ocking barbarities ; a condudl not to be 
judified, even b/ the caufe of his refentment. But his ufage , 
of T^ho^ who'had been tlic immediate indrument of his fafe- V** 
♦j?— ^mits of no apology or palliation : it was the bafed in- 
gratitud^, and wfiat a^ne fuflicicntly digmaiizes his me- 
mory to the laled poderity. This boned courtier, moved 
with the didrefles of the deplorable fuSererj, and with feeing 
innocence ir*volvcd indifcriminately in the ruin of the guilty, 
ventured to intercede for them ; a piece of humanity which 
the king condrued into treachery, for which he ordered him 

■ PohTAN. 1. 


to 





i^ho had coitidvcd a^ tad 


to be put to death, as a perfon 

fomented the rebellion *. i . I 

Valdemar This laft adtion was fo unpopuFr, thdt alPmett beg^ to 
IL'erve from their afTedion, and tvit^yieldmar bimfelf puB- 
^ lilHy efpoufed the caufe 6f';.(Jlim«/<',Vather thanjSe a wrong* 


Th^ 

n>ait Den- 
nark. 


Swcn^ 

fnacbny. 



dWfsking 

his daughter Sophia to wife, who was^ likewife 
tn^ame venter to Canute. As Vatdemar did not 


quaU 
8 * 

fitter 85 ^ tfie^ame venter ^0 
feem very incKnable to the match, as the lady pofle^d ^no 
dowry in Denmark^ JZanute willingly made iJver td li'finVthlrd 
of all he fliould acquire, if fortune proted favourable. 
terms were accepted, and the marriage ccncluded^^y meSn^ 
of which thefc ^wo princes were connefted in tlie fame caufe, 
•by treaty, affinity, and intereft, the moft powerful of all 
tics **. ^ ^ 

' This affair being concluded, they both returned to Zea^ 
land I and Canute^ leaving Valdemar to make preparation^ 
there, went himfelf to Jutland. Swen^ having intelligence of 
thefe proceedings, tried every meafure to recal to his intereft 
young Valdemar^ tQ whofe courage, prudence, and popula- 
rity, he was no ftranger. For this purpofe he went to him’ 
kC Ringfiadty and expolKilated with him on h^^f^breach pt ' 
truft, and the perfi^ of uniting himfelf with t&e 

avowed enemy of ^uen/nark. He then produced a..ff>r^ 
anonymous letter wrote to him, <with a view ,of '*3ifluading 
Valdemar from engagements replete with diffimulation and 
villainy, contrived for his ruin. ValdemaVs apprehenfion wus 
quick, and immediately penetrated into the artifice of the 
king. Upon which he gently upbraided him fof^contriiing 
fo mean a piece of cunning, vindicated his own condu£l;, 
and lamented the meafur^s which had forced him fer the 
public . good to relinquitti his en£ageinei\ts to his majefty, 
concluding with a ihort recapitulation of hi^own fervices aM 
the return they met with. Su/en^ MI of rcicqtment at the 
young prince s freedom of fpeech, ordered him to be fur- 
rounded by the foldiers, and carried vofF prifoner ; b6i:^i^ 
they refufed out of refped to Valdemar ; wKich the 

l^ing returiied in a fury to Rofchild^ and the prince joined 
his aflbeiate xn Jutland. 

His relation of this tranfadion to Canute^ bad fflfch an effeft 
on the Jutlanders^ that they all called out for arms to revenge 
the indignity ; but Valdemar^ whofe courage was equalled 
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hh pmAmat itid pfttrimfai, endeavoured to afluage tbeir Valde- 
by iwrefeoting lAe horfors of a civil war, in terms marV jw- 
M pathetic, th^ latuthe condud of their affairs whollv denuim, 
‘^ta>bim. It was hisVj^t^ntion to compromife their diffeii 
•nees, ano iirocure a p;rtition the fovAreignty wither ///««« 
flipddini; the blood of ^the Accordingly he rifXtf tbt 

jtcm* au Tecond time, each l>ei% attended with a numba' of 
.ahe ifluehwas, that Denmark fhould be divided 
^between fioia, Qanuti^ and VaUemar ; but we are^Qt'yac- 
. painted with /he provinces 4ifll|med to each, the 

Jutlanders and ^lejwickers infills upon bein^ f^overned by 
Valdnuar **• * • ^ 

Public tranquility being eftablilhed upon this footing, Vandals 
Ju/^e attacked the- JrMnials^ who during the late troubles had inuade 
made a defcev.x on Zealand^ and penetrated to the gates ofDenmarli 


Refchild. They had alfo invaded Funen^ Faljlria^ Laaland^ de- 
ahd the fmaller iflands, which they entirely reduced, czny-ff^^^d fy 
ing off a prodigious bomy. There was no fecurity of pro-j 
perty on any of the coafts of Denmark^ while thefe freebooters 
roved about the fea at pleafure, and carried terror and defola* 
tion wherever they came. Swen checked them for a time, by 
a flight defeat they met with ; but finding every part of his 
dominions infulted, he called in Henry Leo^ duke of Saxony^ to 
r/t^^afliftancoic.promifing him a fubfidy of fifteen hundred., 
poij^ds of pure gold, if he would co-operate in fupprefling 
th^barbarians. Henry firft demanded money, which being 
paicTwitn kvcat difficulty, he intirely neglected his engage- 
ments, and applied himfelf wholly to promote pomp, luxury, 
and pleafure at his court, at that time the moft brilliant in 
Europe. The people were fo enraged at Swen^ that they 
wifli^.for the opportunity of depofing him. They exclaimed 
that he had difhonoured the nation, by purchafing wiih im- 
menfe ffims of gold that tranquillity their anceftors ufed to de- 
mand dy arms * 


SIVEN^ imagirjhg that the difaffedfion of his fubjedls 
was ^fomented by Faldemar and Canute^ neglefied the Vandal 
war, in order to have his "revenge on them. He could have 
bii(litale dependence upon the force of arms, and therefore 
chofe to have recQiirfe to diffimulation and treachery, as the 
leaft dangerous method. Intending a vifit to Conrade^ his ^ 
father-in-law, who refided in Saxomp he propofed to VaU trap fir 
demar to accompany him as far as Slefioick^ the government Valde- 
»of which he had obtained. Valdemar^ though he knew the mar. 
treachery of his difpofition, yet generoufly accepted the pro- 
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tbt ^/hry^f 

pofal, believing th*at no man wonlf be £>4i0ioqoanible M to 
' be guilty of ib flagrant a breach oftjbofiHtality aj^ faith. On ' 
their arrival at Simlt, Swen fent to)^vnr< 2 yjr to him noticO ' 
%S his purpofe, and dcfirtng he iD»fures to fe^vTe 

perfon of Voldemar \ but ConraAinonourMy the 

Valdemar faying, that he hV rather thimlelf, his fen-in 

ejeafes anWaughter, Ihould fufFer ignominious and.excru- 

jnart. ciatiig death, tiian commit an a£hoa which ..1[;oa?d itMer 
them unworthy to live. Valdemary efcaping thrcitgh the in- 
tcgtn^jI.X(l^rodet went ii^-^piatcly io Camte iv^Jutlandi. 
and, hnding^hcrc was no 'reliance on the p^mifes of Swen^ 
began to lcv\ forces. It w,as now that iiril ^flumed the- 
badges of m cl jelly, and not until he waj forced to it iif fclf- • 
defence, i'ut/7, hearing of their prcpiA^^tiq^is, began to en-^ 

' ter upon mcafiiic^ to fubdue them by force : pc* 7 civing, how-* 

ever, that the S.S'cciions of the people were wholly alienated, 
he retired 'F.rll wirh his wife and fon to Falftre^ and then to 
Saxofiy^ contrary to the advice of all«his fiiends^ 

Swen 47 CANUTE and Valdtmar^ who were yet unacquainted 
\ltcates the kin.^’s flight, tranfported their army into Zealand^ 

ibrone. where, meeting with no rcliftancc, they aiTumed the fame 
fovcrcignty they h id done in 'Jutland^ and received the alle- 
giance of the people. In the fame manner they obtained pofr < 
feflion of the reft of the kingdom, while Swen an exil' 
Vith his father-in law in Sa^^eny ; after whofe 'death he w^nt 
to the court of duko/vWy, and made him the moft libdal 
offers, if he w'oitld alEfc to ic-eftablilh him in his’jferafie.'^ 
Endea- In this manner three years elajJffd from his fitft abdication ; 
wurstore- jjut now Henty^ excited cither by his large promifes, or emu- 
ewer tt p honour of reftoring an unhappy cj^ile, gave orders 

the who obeyed his authority, to cqqip a (yodi- 
^ gious fleet, and invade Denmark ; himfelf dctermini/ig to 
march at the head of a Saxon army, and body qf auxiJiaries, 
fent by the aichbiftiop of by land. Hathwi^ like- 

wife, in hopes of recovering a paternal eftate which he claimed 
in Dcnmarky joined him in perfon, attendea by a conflderable 
body of troops. Swen wzs to pay thm a fum of money when 
the army ihould advance to Danewark^ the ftrong waujg|fed 
acrofs the neck of land that Slefwuk fronpDenmart 

Proper. ^ Accordingly marched througfi'/*^««, with- 
out offering any injury to the inhabitants. On his arrival at 
Danewatk he foubd it ftrongly garrifened, and officer de- 
termined to difpute his progrefsi but, imagining that money , 
would effect what force could not, he offered the Dane a 
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: nkmth in tite year (bltowint. 

‘^"*erjr oppofite to hi* father's. 

■i with great reputation, and 
e unhappy civil wan whiejf 
. number\>f claimaets *. f 

gotHn a fmall Jutland^ and 

r 43 )rcmbkC^ict y the ftates at fflh 
efSre thwiihofe peo^ the\te tranfadtion at 
fh^wed trSerti ttje wound he r^eived in the thigh* 
ftruggling wv55^r\illain Jhitiejf^ wly^fr^ def- 
}^ended Mtn the rank of ti the charadcr of an 

aflaffik mt fight of the Wound ^hlMc^e aflembly cried out 
with* one' TO%e forvrevenge* and jMir lives and for- 
^tunes to hiiSg tdcoq|ii|n puniflirhent the moft perfidi- 
ijgu^of ill 1 ^ 1 : upon which f^aldemr tilhnked them for 
rll^ attachment, and aflfuring them that h^would take up 
arms, not fo much with a defire to avenge hi^iJkvn private in- 
, jury, as the public inful(, dtfmifled the diet 
** Now Denmark was again thrown into the utmofl; confu- Amthtr 
(ion, before the people had well breat)iedfrom«chc hardfhips nvi/oviar 
of the late civil war. Nothing was to be feeta but the tumult drrol/ sas* 
of war, or heard but the dm of arms. Va%mar well knew 
^ • Chat ^wen would not Hop with this abortiva attempt upon hts 
Jife ; he therefore made all poflible preparations to oppofe 
^ hiki. On ttilSother hand, S>wen ufed*)sll his endeavors to re*^ 
d^^Zealaniy and the other dominit^i^of th4decmad Ca* 
iftf* > jvVi<;h he fuddenly befieged witnhisTleet, cutting off all 
intercounfe Detiveen the iflands, in hopes of obliging them to 
furiendenup who, he doubted not, lay concealed 

5f the remote skirts of the iflands. The more effec- 
rrevefft his efcape, he ordered all the boats and vef- 
coafts to be perforated at the bottbm and funk. 

^rds he had all the fens, woods, and caves, diligently 
U, but without meeting m^Valdemari^ who Was now 
^ad of apop^erf^l amiy, ready to march and puni{h his 
had even the prefumption to order proclama-- 
b made, that Canute and Vaidtmar^ in defiance to all 
li^ytohts of hofpitality, had laid a fnate for his life \ but this 
palpable |nd notorious filfity ferved only to render him more 
odious to the* people, already too well acquainted wi* a nia 
charafier *. 

Finding that Valdemar had efcaped to Jhiland^ he made % 
defeent on thSt coaft, but found it fo well defended that he was 
forced to retreat. Next year he was invaded in his turn ^ 
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SwenJtf full his fleet was <(efeated, afterws|il$ .Flows takffi» and tbdi 
feaitd dff(/tbe two armies conning to gene^ aOmoyipifs defeated 
JIaift, and flairi in the purfuit, e;;ideav&unn^to Wnce>il bimfel^* 
ymidd the ru(hes which borjj^^red aijllalu* nfiZ,i^ranthtad^ the ; 
Jilacc where thv- viilory was obtaini.:d. 
was Thitleff^ who coul<t '^iO^^fcape th^ ioldien>^n)«eiKrKly^^^ 
wl^ executed upon the^'pot^fVpuni(hfpe;7(-a^^ * 

villainy of his attempts; ikfely t& niar^ifrtwc prine^^r 
lifnc merit. “ s, /in- . 

I Qij^^pded all t‘ e plo^oi^^^hinations of Sw^^. T/Ttbc 
month of iij^the j ii'57, by means* of 'dK^cJi 

demar to tb j (ol^'^ipofliilEon of the crowi|,.o5' 

after the kingdL'/^t i]r^d been continually^^nvolvtfd ]n ciwf wars 
for upwards of years. It would beipnnpccflaiy to fwn ujj 
* the character ok fSwen after what has been felar/jd. Suffirien*'^ 

it is, that he vi’as poflcflld of talents which might have pv,.fie-<i 
tuated fellcityh^P himfelf, had he known how to apply thbm* 
A fickle difpofiuon, a falfe heart, and a head bent on con*, 
"trivances and fccrct plots, in which he employed the moft. in-"* 
famous tools, chaia£lertze him from every other prince who 
had fat on the ,faronc of Denmark^ and tranfmit his memory 
to pollcrity wi^h fuch indelible ftains of difhonour as time 
can never efface (A). 

^ f y A L D E M A R -x/ 

Valde- y)ftsDEl^'AR<^jtaii afeending the throne of all Denm^Jt^ 
mar I. began his reign with feveral acts^of clemency to WfEhemies, 
82 J king, and among them Magnus^ natural Ton to the late king Eric^ 
one of the ftrongeft adherents of Swen, Thofe orMy he pu- 
nifhed who committed actions worthy of death^ ffad they 
Valdem friends. He blamed no man for afling acc<!^dtng to 

principle and inclination, provided he fought likB'a*^ fierous 
enemy; it was vice, without regard to party,* that the 
fcourge of his difpleafurb r y 

He next turned his attention to the barbarians.’ ^ho 
never ccafcd, from the firft rife of the civil war, to f ^ 

• Saxo Gram. I, xv. Pontan. 1. vi. * 

. (A) Mtuffius relates, that his been careful to avoid it in bap- 
name was held in fuch detefta- tizing their children (1). By 
lion, that the dl't came to a his wife Adelheida, daughter of 
refolution never to elea a king Conrad, he left a fon, an only 
, of his name, and all future child, whole name we are not < 
^ kings have, for that rcafon, told (a). 

(1) Meurf, /, V, ^,.97. (a) Saxo, ibid, ^ 

CQim 



e^DeniPftk. 

coafts He prepared a fleet to 

fpvade XM^mJnr ; but tpe ex^dition was laid afide by the 
‘ advtciebf |fte few, onfaccotmt oCthe fcarcityof provifions. 

in ^diV^mrneif reigr\fh^ difputes arofe among^ 
' ' " of vac^yit by the death 

fj falicly Thefe feud% 

lu^fiHUe bu.^ArSjVho defpifing the kinVs 
procurator. I'hc 
*i__ Qf a body of 
their temeviSu^ had 
^rily mulled them* 
le ordered four of 
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I'inbt 


^aldemar eiuCM^e cit 
wQlild have^4ut^y'\tni{hcj 
y nj^jlfede their fubmiflioir, ana 

of money. 

the prnfcip4i.bkrgy>uhc moll cclebrat^ Bf learning an^ 

{JietyT to Bd'choicn candidates, among whoiJ was JhhU^ f)is 
M^liend aniMbhool-fellow. One of thefe ^as to l^e^clefied 
b^allot; and upon a ferutiny it appeared, to |^e great fatis- 
fadion of Voldemar^ that Ahfakn was raifedy^ univerfal _af- 
(pnt to this highp dignity.* ^ if 

Having thus, by his prudence, terminate l&eeccleflaflicaf^^^ Van- 
difputes which had often, particularly in*tHe Ifcrmer reign, • 

been carried to an open rupture, he refumed ^is intention ofJ^^j. 
puniflxing the Vandals. Juft as he was prepying to invade^"^^ 
them, they anticipated him, by making a defeent on the 

iflismds, from whence they were quickW driven. 

Afittcr this they fpread thcmfelves ovftr the Qo?i^^^J^utIand^^ 
au(i over-run the ifland Faljler^ before^a propp n\aber of 
troopS'VxVktd be got together to oppofe fhom. At length a 
fleet of Hght ftips was fent dut under the condudl of A^alon^ 
biftiop oyRofchild ; or, according to Grammaticusy under the 
king in Aerfon, jivho reconnoitred the enemy in the harbour of 
Lunden^ 3n^found their armament greatly fuperiov to his own, 

::4fAwg of two hundred and fixty ftout Oiips. This 
'dm dafer fighting until a reinforcement arrived, before 
ch dme his fleet was difperfed hf a llorm. The fame mif- 
ftunef lappened lO tl^e fecond fleet he equipped, Valde7nar 
i^y efcaping the fury of the waves. Towards the 
e year, howeveif he came to a battle with the enemy, 
and totally defeated them, being greatly aflifted by PeMove^ 
fon to NkoUSy prince flf the Vandals^ who embracing Chrif- 
tianity, fought refuge with Voldemar j and was by him made 
governor of the fmall ifles This viflory was obtained ofFVandals 
whicb ifland the king plundered arA deftroyed (B). defeated. 

Re- 

** Mbues. 1. V. 

(B) This ifland is lituated in rntramoy and at prefent docs 
the BaUicy on the coaft of ft- not exceed nine leagues in 

L 3 length. 
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1161. < fl^et and renew the war, he v^as followed by^vati^ of the^ 

balTadors, who fupplicat^ pea^ witi' ructyTul^ur, 

Wood king, laying afide hr,Diup^cfent^icniifg * * “ 

Their unbridled|infolence!^Aowever, <lrc>.* 
diat vengeance next ye^/^' ftQm whicb^their^ 
uved them at this tin^. 
tion of arms was gractLed hy 
that the Vandals fent '^ack Dosnboi^ liuir former 
to coi^oli^e the trcaly, ani^c 0 a'’ 4 *hoftages'fpr its^r 
ance ; his dirc£tion^lbeiry^eiides, to accept of Vi^- 

fuch as were honoKl^i\M^j^'I?onihcjr$ firft applrcdj^iitfiell 
(glony who hckrvfxitad the king’s cav, and*ti^hiiftf^ tba( 
the article of 'Ais inftrudlions was to demdhd hdRages"'^ t6 
which Abjalon rA^Med, that the Dams were accuftctn^ 
to erant fuchAi^-’ms to their inferiors whom they had 
^uimed. Hei>£';i:n acquainted the king with the purport of 
the embafly, w^ji ^which he was fo oFcnded, that he ordered 
Dmboro to quii' bis dominions, without giving him any an- 
• fwer, / ‘ " 

Immediately he prepared for war ; but his fleet was (b 

1 162. wind*bou/d, that, fearing the confequences of a long 
delay, be enJeavcvured to prevail on Hiftry of Saxony^ to 
qbaftife tke Vandals^ Induced by a large fu^y, and t!^ 
^hopes oO«.«itending hi^ dominions, /2rirry acd^ted the pp* 
ppral,«j}AU aiy^eed tq atpick the enemy by land, while t)p 

fhi Hag 4 ^PuId dnircfs’them by fea. In conrequcncejthp^fef&r/r 
^/ArVan-^cre reduced to great ^tremitiej, having loll a batile wbicli 
dais Jlaw. they hazarded with the Saxons^ and their king, who Was flain 
fighting with great intrepidity, amidll heaps of bis fla^htered 
enemies, and diCiainlng to turn his hack, thoughjie Vas de- 
ferred by all'hia army Nbdes a few faithful guarda^'^lX head 
was fixed on a pole by the Saxon fbldiers, carried triump^*iily 
to their duke, and fent by him tojhc king juft at ♦J*"- 
€Mdiip Of Yic was at Tapper with Perlfiaviy fon of the I 
bu Jon. prince, after be had paid the tribute due to naS 

fbed tears over the head of his parent, faid with mo 
ftoical hardncfs, that he thanked God for thus punlTnmg 
impiety,” difclaimed the brave A/irV/s/A for his father^' and dif- 



length, though it is confidently 
aflerted, that its^ dimenfions 
were formerly larger, being 
joined with the liiSe iiland of 
Kndfn^ now feparated by an 


I * .-I . 


arm of the lea. It formerly hac 
the ftrong town of Arcona foi 
its capital, mind in theyeai 
1 168 by Voldemar, as we Ihal 
fee (i). 


(1) Fid, Boudrnd Voe, 



onmyof 

NMumedto<bis a 
" ^t-ftay he ai 
iaM, 


iilbariaA by h^waVt of filial afIe<B« 
Ironglv and tfifely implanted in the hq. 


15 * 


kbiinfllf femed diipleafed at this ovetr 
kntlynebuk\^ t1^ young prince for hit 
pf*natural Iwingt ai^ ordered the 
honours dV to the valour of the 


V Th»>a 


^i^irking, the Vaniab 
they Atrrounded in 
riven by a ftorm. 

their large Ihips 
^yefence of their 



'^onlyrcpulfed 




ThiSj^jJiftth' vandk! 

tcTTue foxMfif 
before; tof'“'* 
t fit to im- ■ . 
ight appeafe 
' Lundm. • 
about 


l^gagc fleet# 

' i^whithpjchfty ha3 
fougbrfto great^iT 
^ ; but, aniniatf^ 

lun^TaD^rciir^Qs^ged by his example, U4 
iflemy; but ebtainefl a complete vi6 
¥1 |q acber they fuftained, compelled ' 

jPeSs- in the fame abje£t manner they had 
wbi^ the king acceded upon the terms he th j 
^ofe, in order that his prcfence in Denmar^ 
fome tumults occpfloned by Efchily archbifliog 
During the conteft between AUxander^jjHi^i 
the papal dignity, the bifliop of 5i^/iidyinjL erne was 
fubftituted by Vihor^ wiih Voldemar's approbatiA, in^is room. 

^lis promotion was difagreeable to the archfajlhop^M^iV, whp 
^^jufed the caufe of Alexander ^ and declared the eleA^n void, 
prohibiting Occithom the ufe of fire and ivater, afteijMing firft a 
cxcpmmunicated him. What increafed tbe pre\^^s l^waSp^j .| ^ 
the lofs cf 9 l^arge fum of money fent tc^ him from Vrance^^^^^J^\ 
which he Jnagified had been fliized by tHe king’s order^at thc^^^ W, 
inflicationjof Occo. This made him fend a haughty meflage ' 
to Mfaloi^ defutng him to acquaint Valdemar^ either^to re- 
turn th^ifffi^r^ or prepare for war. Abjalon was (hocked 
with thf!';Jpi|j^nceof thismefTage, and declined infoTming the 
kki^/ the e^prefs terms ufed by the proud prieft, though he 
tola; him ^enough to raife his indignation, and make him 
th^ateii ^dpunifh the ar;phbil{iop. E/Ml^ upon reconfidcring 
J began to opprehend the effe^ of the royal ven- 
|3|ncej^£d fought an appqrtuiiity of appealing it, without 
BmirfShing his own dignjty. With this view he withdrew to 
a remote faart of the country, from whence he propofed to ac- 
:ommodate the breach : but Valdemar colleAing a body of 
loops, laid fiegc to Lithra^ a flfongly fortified city which Ef^ 

:hil had built ig the midfl pf a morals. The (iege was t^- 
lious, but at length the city was forced to furrender for wapt 
>f provilions, but chiefly by a ftratagem which Valdemar con- 


^ SaxcvI.zv* Mevrs. 1.v. Pontav. 
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trived. 



I thf govc Aor, had^'SSS&ftalftflicd 
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trived. Gerhard^ 
and promifed to furrender^e pls|:;e wii 
Efchil did not come to its refier, a|)d, 
he put the archbifhop^Zfvidfon intg 


(bail 

ii^vaticm of the^ 
a^our, Yajdi^ 
a^SaxonyA^jffl^ac 



hoflage i 


EfehiPi 

fubiniJi^iv 


mediately acquainted Ejhiloi 
late’s anfwcr was to d^nd the towp to th' ' 
he valued it far abow the *'* 

hf>ftilities rcconimeff''V;.^^ 
which he makes mer fentimrfi 

irieat concern O 

up the city his life run'^nny 

more flrongly letter which ^ 

have intercej^'^ he ordered a gibbet to/bfc^g 
the in w^:h he threatened to hang up the 

the keys were jJ;*t fent to him within an hour t and 
vci nor tindinf peremptory, and his mailer’s orders^x 
prefr, ccinpliiT?’ Here he left a garrifon, and pailed over t 
^vA-’j.vcf?, leduVuL ftrong hAlds withfn the diocefe « 

Lin.uii^, >' 'ir 

Tiiii kingVcjPid progrefc obliged the proud Efchil to as 
peace in tj c nyift fubmiflive terms 5 but upon this mortifyin 
condition^^^ thaf the archbiihop fliould reftore to his majefl 
all the ojnation^ of former kings to the fee of Lundej^ 
thus thcoiimate foolifljly incurred the difpleaf^^e of a prii(a 
who al^^Iy^'-xprcfled a high regard for the clergy; leflelie 
his o^!7dign]|(ty ; the bafis of his power, his itrong-hphl: 
and involved his diocofc in calarpities, which, his lift 

it never recovered, and for which he was blamed py all de 
‘ ‘T^, of men. Still, however, the prelate continucx^ his ma 
" chinat’Cms againft pope Vl^ior ; nor could he be jjpy n froi 
J:.r auachment lo Alexander ^ though he had like tiSUnvolv 
tlie ration in freftj commotions, and fubjecl hi^ovSrtgp, i 
the difgrace of being kept a piifoncr at the couft of thcvpi 
peror, who had laid a fchtmc for ihat piirpofe. 

VALDEMARy having by his \>igour and 
cfcapcd all the fnares placed for hii^ determined mo! 
iy to fortify his dominions on the German lide. and 
lio!ie ballions at Danewarkj which before confided intirely i 
W'ood. While he was thus employed an ambafly Ame froi 
Norway^ offering him that crown, provided he would driv 
out Erlin^f who had invaded the kingdom Voldemar^ ths 
he might not rafiily embark in a foreign war,^took care t 
found the fentiments of the people before he made any reply 
and finding they were ftrongly affeded to him, promife 
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F^Dei^ark. 

. -any ot 'tHSiflBlfflRil oveAwithV armv, he was Jojr- rheVfot- 
CSSLdto his cjfand travejfing de country to To«Jierg, was Ww^ans 
ftav he aid Inn® o^ A^lbay, m a fu'^ aflcmbly of thcejir^ixi 

•citwttl c.t,s pretent, n^twithftanding their great 
!Wl*-&may> A fcarcity ot pioviiiohs., howevcj, 

SS?U'?E!^y«'»»r»e»a» chotc to live in cmI 

jSt&Wraci fubteft trt’u»{''Wcs Jp the ndignmon oi EiRn^ 
4Sder'9avSa«i» ccpwrrWitvl,iw^tmfil army in ^noajV 
Vurchaft* %,0/^antage^r^ Mlg s 
the^lgE* o^jSoand, and ruined and .>J»ro, ^ the 7>rfn/^ flcct^ 
•'idt'forbdWl/ISchotoi^ the coaft, returtiir ^ Taden with foo*-- 
' It was, indeed, a great oyt»j$ght in^<U/r»wr, 

►he did iurf make it his bufinels, white i| w-is in Nerway, 
wendeavour to drive out Erlwg^ inftcad ^^”*^'"5 *’!? 
in calling affcifibhes of the ftate, which in!^cvcr be fubjeft 

fink under the weight of VMmar's fowcr,\o^he refolu, 

* -tion of going in perfon to the Z°Frling 

' :^SFea a r^cconcihation. Having pro- ided hcrlcltjhth a p^- S. 
poit, the crolTed the feas, and was kindly Norway 

ttar, who was pleafed with her gootf jente^iiidTimt, ^vi 

honouied-h«r with a great many aiidi^M- When ihc,, j)g„. 
believed the had foftened his refolution, thenJetMhed a mef- nja^i^, 
fengcr \o ErUng, who fuddenly joined her, 

bimfel jisfore/the king, telling him, “ See, the Valdefh. 

« cov’fidence I place in your gencrofity, thus to P'Vnyf^lf 
" ufo yobr hands, even without your word for my ftcurity 
out I know the greatnels of your foul, and though yc«r 
iv, have no appifhenfioft of being treated as foch 
am your gw-tt.” To this Vald^ma^ replied, “ You 
..fafely confide in me it is not my cuftom to abufe the 
jLs&siiSdencc repofed m my hofpit^ity.” Upon which Et- 
AafaDoroachitlg refpeatully, kiffed the kings hand, and 
obSin^f peace, Spontonduion that he thould himfelf remain 
fhoftale m Dcnlrk, and EJbern be fent to govern the king- 
dom of Norway in quality of viceroy for Wwar; wlw, in 
return, conSerred upon Erltng fevcral dignities and lands of 
confiderable value for his lupport *. 
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No fooncr was tfie /anqujllity oT iVt^jO^dal/jiflied thaa 
<^new infults from the f^ndals ‘J^ccafioned a .re'^vatiw of the 
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Alliance 
between 
Denmark 
anJ Saxo 
ny. 


whp Wour, YaUfhigr 
^^Saxony 


war ; and that it might be 
iMtered into a frefli alliaef^ v^h the'dutsf 
more firmly to cc;pient theu uiendOiip^* a ^ 

was executed «between Cgime^ prince m Dennl 
trude^ an infant) the daij^bter 
plan of operations 




Rugen 
fuhmits to 
Valdemar 


into the enemy’s counr^ty, while himlbk;^^ mllowed y 
marches at Che head it the kin^ J^i 
<dhe fea-portS) and op^^fin^^T^/f^/ navy> An^r 
'' laid for the Saxon they wcrc ar&f 

\in a g^ral, rallied themf aiM^urei^iiltfiiS-^ 

intent upon pluLi** 
vi£to.'7SiUvrefied ^ 
1^/ j^^otwitmtaiiding tnis, Henry was fo muS^l 
incenfed at the;^/ lulfe his troops had met with, that, enter- 
ing Pomerania^ I? carried terror and defolation^ wherever hQ ; 
marched. J.X. 

Os the othf^hi^^^J, Valdemar finding the Vandals had drawn 
their forces f jm/oe fleet, the better to oppofe the Saxons^ 
landed his t ^JopJ. and marched to the city of Vologajl^ or 
IVolgaJl^ Swedijh Pmerania^ then the country^ 

of the VanMs^ which he found deferted by the inhabitants! . 
They, how dreaded^ that he would fet fire to the city, 
and fet)| '^baSdors (o aflure him of their allegiance, pro- 
vided he would feArah his foldiers from plunderuig wd de- 
flroying their hculjps. The propofil was accepted, oncondi- 
tion that Rhgen ihould pay a tribute, and give hoftages that the 
inhabitanjk^ would {hut up the mouth of the river /’exr, which 
was a ndt for pirates ; that, dividing the city into tliireeWrts, 
they w^ld obey Td/^ti;, Cafimir^ and Prijlaw^ as«govejwr^ 
anfwerable for their condud to the king of Denmark \ flpT 
laftly, that the duke of Saxmy fhoul^ remain in pofleffion oV^. 
all his conquefts in Pomerania ^ T 

This treaty of peace did not hold long ; for next the . 
dozens of Wolgaji^ difliking the adftiiniftration of 
entered into a fecret alliance with the people of Rugei^m 
which, indeed, Henry ot Saxony^ the geod ally of AWmer, 
was a party, and began new depredations Mpon Denmaik* 
Valdemar was incenfed more at the perfidy of Henry than the 
inconflancy of the Vandals. Without deliw he igyaded Ru^ 
gen ; and by the conduA of the faithful Ab/alen^ who, though 
a bifhop, Ihewed tiie capacity and courage of a foldier, re- 
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duced 
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hiced 

‘^urned to^hb Oj^n doinini 9 ns, iA refretff his foUiers. After 
I fi^U'ftay he a%siifcame backhand laid fiege to theftrong 
wei^/T^tified byiruujj^ and art. Such were^ 
^\ih from the fituation of the place, 
,ur tV%^ befieged, that, breaking up his camp, he« 
l*^^.i>^mterir6i^a^pf the country, which he laid 
I,' ^Xh?T««/ii*, teri^ii^ defolation he made, 

.. prom|fcd ai^; but being put dlf 

\inder*^5''a^w f rctcn^flKV^Aey^^nvtf mor-rf received the yoke^ 
pUfchafed&a j^eacy at a havy p>^>^ at^gave hoftages for 

yjikf*\^/r^g 


^thc,ftJF*^rit^oilp*slymcnt. They, rifcf\*iy 2 ^<lgreed to abjure 
W^try, Aiid the Chriftian religion'.lfi^hich Valdtmi^r 

a preliminary article to the treaty. i^V 
JL^out thfa^ime it was that Voldemar iP 
city of Dantzic, fo famed for its opuk 


At firft it was compofed of the huts of poo^! 
L^ldemar conferring certain privileges 
^ foon became a flourifhing place of trade, 
ornament of that glorious reign. Some 
that this city owes its origin to Sehijlaw^ prini 
but the Danijh hiftorians, and the accurate 
• *<^ne voice attribute the honour to Voldemar^ 


the foundation Dantzic 
and freedom, 
bermcn 5 but A. D. 
mmunities, it 11 6;. 
not the lead 
sdeed affirm, 
^omerania ; 
with 


\ra\ 


taking 
ould be^ 
';aiWhich 


On the king’s return from this expedition, the 
into chnfidcration the danger to whtcif the king^ 
jexpofed, ihould any misfonune befal bins in thilwaril 
he was confiantly engaged, humbly projSofed, that his Ton 
Canute y nhen *biit four year» of|(igcy ^ ossl(L !: s*^en as his 
aflbeiate, and confequeirtly tn£fucceflbr in the thi^. The 
king, whoj|yd| by no means difpleafed with thei^equeft, 
willingly campTied, and Canute was accordingly pr^aimed 
kijpg of Dcnmarky conjointly with his father, by unlyerfal 
C;bt; without we except young Cnm/t/s xinf- 

iO had himfelf fope defigns upon the crown, and 
ibereforcl refufed his ypte at the ele£lion. Voldemar put up 
affront for a time, but did not forget it : he faw 
the views of BuAftuSy and refolved not only to fru (Irate 
Tbut to puqifh the author, as foon as a fit occafion ihould 
rfer(A)i » 

Next 

c L. ii. Hift. Saxon. 

» 

(A) We mnft obTerve, that in the goTcnmrfnrit. Heaffirmit 
Erit of Pomtrmi» is the only on the conpary, that in the 
Writer who dOjiWs that C«»irf* year 1177, /or twelve years af- 
was this ycai made an ailoMte tenvards, f hen be was foarteea 




years 



I $6 Tbi Wfior^t 

Next* year gr^ Reparations foot for ^lOg. 

* flich. a blow to the Vandal pWer, as IhoddW a while tnca^^ 
pacitate them. to difturb th^ peace of Denfikrlffif not totRll]^ { 
ibroy theftate. Almoft thfe inbabi|arfta%3f 
and Funen^ At to bear arrns, went fortb^4h^ 
jfi>falon^ Magnus^ fon to Eric Lamb^ Und Cbr^^r? 
fon to the prefent icing. They t^J^dVthe 
and without mercy fet th** a flaffVie‘;''tHit-d4a 

t^r‘any aflion with main iVmy.'TvIext year 
/Cion was repeated* inrwhiclv^heJ[>/7;EiAHKid the fSrCne to 
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Burijiusl his brtf^er Ormos^ and Erling of Filf^^ay^ 
cretly confpirrfT^ainft his life, and concerted a piarivor 
rnaking them® -s ipafters of which was proved by 

an intercepted » from Norway. They had Engaged feveraS? 
of the nobilit^yijthe plot, and had taken their mcafures fb 
well, that n^nir^’^ut this early intelligence could have faved 
Valdemar. j»rh(j king immediately feized upon fuch of the 
traitors as ]^ere|)vithiii his reach, and Tent Abfalon with a fleet 
to interce^i. and Ormos in their return for Nonvay^’ 

Abfalon o|u;yed his orders, and defeated their fleet ; but h{i$ 
not the fortune to take AV/i«^, whoefcaped under fa- 
r:.* vniir A/^.JdarDaniirht^ Bitri/ius was already a nrifoner : and 


vour 6rniE’dartlj(nighp Burifim was already a prifoncr ; and 
authors differ about the nature^ of his puniCbment. Saxo^ 
ik.:!' •af^v^^.u'eonfined ' for life iif prifon; 
Eric of Pymerania^ that h’ls cye's'werfir put oui^ Albert^ abbot 
of Stad/ti that he was ftrangled; and others^bat he was 
fmothe^ ed under a feather-bed Nor are they«.rels divided 
aboutj.ns name, the former writers calling him Burijius^ bnt 
the i^obot, Borcius^ placing it among the tranfa^iions of. 
year 11731 though on wh^t autheity we are left toi conjee 
ture. c 

About this time it was, that Abfalon b'-’k the laftle 0/ 
Stegelburg^ afterwards called Exelhujia^ then HcAnica^ aiVt^jr ^ “ 
the celebrated port and city of Copenhagen. The intention oT 


* Vid. apud PoNTAN. Notae ad Hift. 


years of age^^.^he was made load of fo extei^ive a king- 
King of HaHand ai.^ ^chonetiy in dom ( 1 ). 
prder to eafe his faVier of the 

(i) vid.\^,rie. pQm. apud /, v, p. 105. 

thill 
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tliia calKe was thi^^htel, and^sffoi^ a fafc protefiioa 
to ^'Dam/> Ihiinuir^minerc^, and^cts. 
i Next year ojOiered in oreparations for attacking D. 

; but froimthls vs» refirained by certain ad- ii68. 

Hitiry Lfi dlil^ of Saxony had entered into a ftridfienry 

^prince of the Fandals^ 4vho had fought breaks 

againft the Danes^ and received the ftrongcft^'^^^" 

Tj Wbport/* ^ould be nothing more abfurdly 

. chan the lionduciiof .y>r fometimes forming 

Valdemar^ ceiiientjing th^m with the tics^'f 
^bloo(f^ alf^lf roving hA’friencAbipv^} difcovcring to him th^’ 
inachinatP^ns bns enemies, at ether ^mes, and perhaps 
r witinvi the of a few months, contsVi^ ng alliances with 
h’ .invetbiatef bnfo*4es„ contriving fehern' .* with them Jfor 
^^dldemar\ deftru£tion, and ihifting diamet'^pally op;)onte to 
^^^Mi&ntimeiKSlie had lately efpoufed. Th^ ^lyth is, Hmry\ 
prAiffion and magnificence always rendered^jm neceflitous* 

Md every tie of honour and zthtAiy y^fld^'^to his wants. 

^Woney was thb a£luatidg fpring of all hu^Vg^duiS:, and the 
’ lalt and largeil; ftibfidy confirmed his 
was not Ignorant of this dirpofition ; bu^^^ ordained pur- 
chafing alliances at the expence of bis pcoJ|’^c, \cept when 
emergencies required it. The prefent oceafiyi m;\ht well be Denmark 
Xeckoned fuch ; for Denmark was hardly ever in a ni>re critical furrounded 
firtffUion, or befet with more enemies. On the on' fide ent* 

the Partdah and Saxons ; on the other, Nor-mtes, 

wegians ; fo that VaUemar had rcafon t(y (Jread*^^a dclcU»L from 
one while lh» actii \ gjigiyn ft the other, unlcfs his flrength 
were fufncicnt ^ ti f fe d uim^iwtime. His 

firft care, thcr^ore, was to'Tortify the coafl of ZS^and^ the 
fuperintcndjrtrlfv&t)! which he committed to kjburn who 

built a number of ftrong caftics and towns in the mo\ com- 
irodious places. He next employed Gondrf,aly a man o\high 
diindion,*that had palled the firft ycar^ of his life among 
Ait Va}MaUy and had acquired a pfcrledl knowledge of their 
^anncpj and lantMiage, to break the league between them 
tMd Heiry of Smmny ; w^iich bufine/s he chcarfully undertook, 
JUljfVfccted wirh luch confummatc addrefi, that the Vandah 
taking arms, diove all the Sasons out of their garrifons and 
countiy^. ^ 

• HENRT was terrified with this very extraordinary and 
fudJ< n change in their councils, for which ^hc could affign no 
cauic, the Ikimjh agent havine come over wi^i'bch privac), 
chat not a l}liab!e tranipircd to the pubh^^^Dreading Icll 


*> Meurs. 1. V. G|lam. 1. >vi. 
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Tithing histliachf^ 
iq to apologize 
Jdy and tonfiftf^ 
letrothcd 

fifter ’Mimitriape 


) Demin^ 
iJe wa./ 


t^ri'die, aoc! 
j?/y necelTajy 
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Henry VaUmar fliouldfeii^ this opportuhij^joj^^ihing histliach^^ 

Leo fur ry and fickleneis^ )m lent aipbaiTadorscol^ to apologize 
for peace, his conduA, and promifil cAeafures morf ftJdy and Confiftf^ 
^ for the future. As hts eldeft daughtei^ fctrothcd to^^Ing 
Canute j was dead, he bfFered the !rOu|ri|:'{ filhr 
upon the fame^tcrms ; rcqucfting, a^'lnc ranc ^ - 

*'terview at with the nic^arch,^h 

the laft hand to the propofed ^ 

AnrwaU princes met^^hd^t wfF agreed they fhbuldiaiy^^ 

hanee yvigain/t the Vandah^ //ifwrjvmsichincto Demin^jfvM'^eftOir 
to IVolgaJj. The devaftifjfk/fT they niaJe wa.j t^rihi^, aoc! 
dcma?C* unbecoming Chn^^ princes, were it not 'ibiMuj?/y necelTajy 
againftShe^^ rcprcfs thofefQarDarians** by cruel methods f^th^ough^bt 
Vandals. againft a people more civil^zd&r'ariid wlTb foug^4i/. 

regulated laws war. This con JutSt had th^^edf; for tl^ 
Vandals^ peresf^ng nothing but deftru£^ion bmre theinMI6y 
from fo rupen^ULa foe, purchafed peace with a large lui9^ of 
money, and ga/’^^b'jftages for the fecurity of tjie payment. 

Having i^\led matters on the fide of the Vandals^ 

, demar turned^^; arms againft Norway \ but after many 

fruitlefs a^mJii^^to bring Erling to a battle, he returned 
home witir hi^ fleet. I'he foldiers had begun to complaiA 
of long e V^nCment on board, in fearch of a fugitive, wha 
eluded alrthcir endeavours ; a fcarcity of provifions begaitiG- 
« prevail iE- the fleet; and the winter was now appmpclifngy 
wheg h^pw^d be [n danger of being frozen up. 'Another 
circutftftancc^lych contributed to his return, before he had 


done anythif>pr dcdlij;c,..a;^^jX^fM4g ihc Rugiarii 

had agaio^evbited^^notwitnr^G^^ v eftate to which 
he had lately reduced them. He now determbed fully to ex- 
tirpatmhis perfidious and obflinate people, that pur- 

pofe formed an alliance with BogiJIaus^ prince of Pomerania^ 
AftjC ravaging different parts of the ifland, he fat down be^re 
Arcona Arcona^ the fuburbs of wh^ch had been deftroyed m the forf^t 
hefieged war. Nature never, perhaps, farmed a ftrongcr/fituatidi 
and taken, than this place, itfclf ftanding on aVigh promontory, with) 
theeaft, north, and fouth Tides dqfendcd flecp\^]o|fy 
precipices, inaccefEble to men ; and the weft by a waffrfliiy 
feet high, proportionably thick, and fecured by a ^eep and 
broad ditch. Undifmayed by the difficulty, he fet about be- 
fieging it, and carried on his operations with fuch fkill and 
perfeverance, that the garrifon was forced to furrender upoa 
the conditibf|^ 4 ^ thought fit to impofe. Onf in particular 
was, that the Rj/^ani fliould deftroy a temple they ereded 
to St. Vitisy and ^liver up the vaft treafure of this tutelary 
god, which he haf amaflU by a on the confcicnCesof hia^ 

5 votarMf 
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ifpdnmrk* 
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^Sreed to if^trlteChriftianltfs tovandala 
t!$ wkh 


rroti , _ 

itflort iSie jD/m^ wkhwt ^jypfom ; to pay ' forty 

^lyer ypk^^s for oxe^^ by way or yearly tribute ; and to enter 
IM^ldiers in the fervice of Dinmark^^vihen called upon, in thqr 
fanb2;nFa,pner as th«/othgr fubjeds of the crown *. 

. Tlt£ prinifcs of were of opinioh, that 

ought to have been divefted of his foye- 
i^igjrajtr^nd ti.at authori]Lp^y|inflated to themfelves, in rewaii 
iwjpdia* fepvices. *They difgufted at Valdemar*^ mode- 
rayy% j^hich they deemed an^ injury done to them, and therbt 
fore H> withdraw froir .his alliance : a meafure whiclr^ 

^ave kiawiftutbapcs to i\it Danijh monarch, who had now ac- 
-co^liQii^hi! huftnefs. 

• iTh£ bcgiAni,p.gj!a£ tjiis year was employed in aAs of piety 
jto his father’s memory. He fent an ambaflador to Rome^ to 
him ca::onized ; and on the day of h return, with the 
pc^it^s aflent, he convoked the people atiZi;f^‘j^.?, and folemnly . 
-Gfiroclaimed his fon Canute an aflbciate irNthV throne, ai^'^ * a 


A.P. 

1169. 


jlfcceflbr : an tvent wlfich has greatly pB^*^xed hiftorian% 
with refped to the chronoIoOT, as we have'^ff^^dy feen. His 
next care was the firm eftabfifhment of C!?i |[liall^ty in Rugen^ 


to which place a number of the clergy was/en?\ to inftruA 
thofe rude barbarians in the truths of the goiJ^Lvv^d the (u- 
perintendency of the whole was committed to his fa- 

"KOpnte prelate ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Thi-rLE adls of piety were confiderably difttfb’^l hy theg'^^Cour- 
piracies of the Rflhonians and Courland/rs^ agamft v^I^m he landers 
fent a fleet ynder thccondudl of Abf alon^ flrifUy enjoining^Mrdl 
him to bewaih opGSig ^na^ ^fl^iMW^^ how- 

ever was entr^ped,^ anf a"^at part of his army^^hich he 
had difembf^iS^, cut ofF. This lofs he Toon retaliar^ upon 
the enemy, ^ whom he blocked up in port; and at \pngtb, 
bringing them to an adlion, totally vanquiflied. 

Soon after this tranfadlion, the fuccelfion was ftrengthened 
.^y the Sirth of a fecond prince, ^om the king called after 
/his own nanae ; and, to augment the general joy, ambafladors 
i^^rrived from to fue for peace, and obtain leave that he 
^jpgh*''Come to Denmarkl and have an interview with Valde^ 
mar. His petition was granted, EJbern fent in his room to 
Norway f and Erling admitted to a conference with the king. 

^At firft he was received fo coldly, that he began to defpair of 
obtaining his ends. Next day, however, Renewing the con- 
ference, his siajefly changed his behaviour, aH^racioufly re- 
ceived him again into favour on thefe condjidcm^ which may 


a Saxo Gram. 1. xvi. 


y Pomtan. MfiVRs. l.v. 

feem 



,6b y'-fe aywf ff 

A, P, feetn hard, il^ '^at on ^w^toS’^jiddncej 

1 1 70. youngeil Ton to Va^maff Aould attwlxjpeh^ 

Conditions of Norivay^ and injoy the' title of duke^of th2(t .counjsx 
of the , 2c]]y» That this young prince (hould fudbeed to the thrO^^ 
' Norway^ provided that he {Erling) and^is fon 
without male iffue. 3dly, That Erting ihouldi 
• demar\ wars as a vallal of Denmark^ and haj;? 


ready to put to fea on the firft 4thlv^.a;id 

not only Erling^ but all the ncffKty of 'A^Jrxt'tfj.-j.lliouJd jt»f) 
'.nd confirm thefc conditions bf oath, and a written ifefli^eM] 
figne*! with their hands, and ff*aled with the g-eat 
kingdom, as well as the private feals of iodividual4(*A;. 

Peace being concluded in this quarte^,'^^the *ling founcLii 
nreeffary to repel fiTmc frefh infults, cornmitifcd by the 
iris and barbarous Vandals^ who coultl nattier fupport war noi 
peace. While the king and his general Ai^hkii were taUi^ 
their towns, f^ravaging their country, a defign was cctjSPS 
/ ^ Van- Cafmnr^ jJtnp Leo^ and Bogijhius^ for giving a decii^ve 

aa'tfl thc^W/ijf^ power, by furrounding the king, t^A 

‘obliging him ^i^furrendcr with his whole army at difcretioiS 
ThMr defip^^^w^^ifeovered and fruftrated by Faldemars refo- 
lutio:., an^^hc' prudence of Jbfahn^ who had raifed himfelf 
a numbcAf memics, by the Ihare he poileiled of the royal 
confidenL^'**' They now accufed this brave prelate of having 
bctraycd^lhem to the enemy 5 but the king knew his 
and wa^iS^ifcerning not to penetrate thrpugh thp^drfff veil 
of if^;^r)tic^hiiniul&tion. Committing, thferefore, the whole 
care of extricating thp Danes out of this difiicpl^y to the bi- 
Ihop, tl>o fuch pre- 
cautions^ and made fo good fe:at Cajimir found 

TheVTLt- himfe^i educed to the neceffity of retreaiingj.?r ting upon 
dais de- uneq Al terms. He chofe the former ; the Dvnes were deli- 
fcaud. very, and the charadter of Abfalon raifed above envy. In a 


dais de- 
feated. 


wOTd, fo glorious was this expedition, that the power of Col- 
mar and Uogifiaus was intfrely brofec ; the defigns of the fictfec 
but ambiiioiis Henry Leo fruitrated ; ijioftof the towns in 
merania obliged to give hoftages for theit,i«inre quiet behaj^ 
viour ; and the Vandal princes fo ciftiaufted and reduced, aMo 
oblige them to feck protection in Saxony. 


(A) It is diilicult to afcertain acknowl 
with exadlnefs the date of this is taken 
tranfa£lion.\(^ Ponftnus in one which pi 
place feems di^ittfcr it to the or four 
year 1172; but\e afterwards tempt (1 

r (i) Pont. /. vi. p. i^6. 


acknowledges, that his account 
is taken from an old chronicle^ 
which places it in the year 1 176, 
or four years after the firft at- 
tempt (i}. 
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pgfleceivtri ia VaUmmr aade 

MMTWMt >041 kSI fiege to Stains then 
^ countiy. with llich vigour 

^,>^^canjron bis ituck^ that Wratijms^ the governor and' 
’ ^ ahd Bugiflaus^ was drivep to extremities, 

caj^itulate (A). 

' A J^TEMi cited by modern hiftorians, fays, 

fShit^'^oBimar in); 4 e,jD 0 ir^o]® P^ogrefs in bis Approaches, 
and hmfl have raifed the fiegU had not the garrifon beeif dif- 


a.d; 

iiya. 



3 ad bettOVSed |hj K,ify upon the governor as hi& own property^ 
and he» in retari«t^diifed fealty to*the crown of* Denmark, 
f VALDEI^jtli was wholly employed in fettling the affairs A. D. 
^ii'^Pmsrania^ and the country, till i; he year 1177, *^77* 

^ wKcn produced a conference between hinland Henry Leo^ 

^^ke of Saxony^ for adjufting their mutulli'^rikhts and claims. 

I^&thors however are not agreed about th^ature or end of 
? this congrefs : we are only told, that in ^Idouence of it, 

^ another expedition was undertaken* acairflr i\id^andab^ in 
which Abfalon gathered frelh laurels, Valdema^ gr^t addition 
^of glory, and the whole kingdom of Denrffarb ar^^creafe of 
'wbalth, by the prodigious quantity of rich boom brought 
hol^fietoJ^ut we know not, whether th^ expedition-«^as enter* * 
ed upon in confequence of an agreemejit httukei^al^emar 
and Henry^ or whether the latter bore any^part in it. Certain 
it is, that Sh't.auardians of 

thq young duke foldiers in Saxon), in order 

to make warjjipon Denmark. His ufualgood fortuneSttended 
Abfalon \ tli^l^ffdmy were defeated, and the Denies a^a^ per- 
mitted to enjoy the fruits of this vidory. \ 

But the repofe confequent on thefe advantages were^on Diftur- 
arain difiurb^ by frelh conmiotionSijin the dutchy of Bremen^ bances in 
•tid other parts of the fircle of Lower Saxony, The Saxons ^ke Lower 
j^ighly relented jhc late difgrace of their countrymen, and, Saxony, 
mkd wkh the deiTre of Tevenge, ailembled in a tumultuous 
iiianner in order to march againft Abfalon ; but being met by 
' the fugitives, who efcaged from the late defeat, their courage 


(A) As our only guides thro* 
die period of thtuamfi 
fubl^uent to l^diema/% reign, 
are Pentamu and Mewrjhu^ umo 
is here a mere copier, it may 
be fulEcient that we refer ^e 

' Mod. Hwt. Vot. X;«U. 


reader to the laft book of Saxe 
Grammatieuxi the fifth, leventb, 
and eighth boo' i of Pontamu^ 
and the thirdi book of the fecond 
part of Meuj'fiuSf without quot- 
ing every p rtkular page. 
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was fomewhat >epdrlfi^^by t\ 

•extraordinary proweft 6f - — , ^ 

du£l of the general. Oliman a f^ar/Jaljpfihce^ on^hdat 
command was beftowed, finding that all hts endeai^rs 
only ferve to ha(\en his own ruin, wccu 
o})tained peace from that generous xonqirjror,.^. M * ® • 
Next year was introduced by ^ rv'v^'^confc.r^c 
Valdemar and Henry Leo^ now 5jr! hi/^£onqu^ xtcS^a^f 
Conference yypa, Henry propofed this meitmg, in order to fettle ^tho 
dffiercnces between them, andf there../ fecure h.la, fi«»dv-fr, 
againft the incurfions of the Danes^ during *uis neceJCi^ atp 
tendance at the diet, and thq emperor’s '':c^arf^^ The bijnksor. 
/ "y* f Eyder^ a river emptying iifelf into the beiVecn the? 

' dutchies of Sle/wicJt and H^Jlein^ was fixed on for the 

congrefs { but fuch was Henryk pride, that hef’efufed crdffiii^ 
the bridge, or g^ng to the oppofite fide where Aie kiper v^* 
Valdemar only fmiied at the ridicubus dignity, and wenr%!»l^ 
way over the bMff! to meet this haughty fewereign prinnl^. 
Ficre matters wfVadjufted to their mutual fatisfa£lion, Valdi^* 
mar yiclding moirl^f no confequence in order to obtain others 
of real ben^.t, condudinshimfelf throughout the whole con- 
^ ability of a ftatefinan, and the i 
J ^Conqueror* 


I moderation of a 


ENT to this treaty concluded between DmmaH 
t>, were a variety of incurfions, tumults, and ;* JeIT* 


d cenfpi • 
a<^ dif 
eaered. 


grefs with 
great kioj 
SOBSE 

and Saxe; , , , 

lions*, the fickle, unfteady, and predatory Vandals^ 

who were neithe* afele to oppofe the power of Valdemar^ or to 
reft fatiafied, under, rights 
of conquenwith all poffible nfclJv.'' The recital 

however A)f fiich unimportant and uninterefti^ events would 
be tedious to the reader. Suffice it, that tbe^w^% conftantly 
defea^i conftantly filing for peace, and no leTs conftant in 
taki/g up arms again upon every opportunity. In a word, Clo- 
thing feetned capable of fecuring ptmtuark on diis fide, but 
the total extirpation of lb perfidious, Jbarbarous, and warlikb 
a people. This fcheme bad often been rc Mygd upon by Val4 
demart at the inftieatioii of his faithful couSV^or Jbfaten ; W 
had frequently made large ftrtdes towards its final execution } 
but Tome frefli difficulties intervened, qr the clemeqcy of his 
dirpofition was always wrought on by the fiippliqacionsof the 
vanquilhed. * 

DuRiNfiUhe Jtandal war, a confpirat^ fet on foot by Mag- 
nusy foh to £rrr the LanAt was happily diftSvered. This 
young prince had fided with Swen and being made prifb- 
ner in the laft battle, was fet at liberty and kindly pardoned 
by Vuldtmart at a time when he ei^eded the molt fevere pq-u^ 

niibmehC 



pci^a] 

fu\i^ft9\a hand^* 
men^ tha^ the 0JPgKha 


^I thisTnftttioe of feoodnd$t he jcMtied 

^’V^tP^ews to '» a plot to de* 
o^h< confpirators, who were gone tOg 
chanced to lodge an evening in the hut 
rhom th^ were kindl^accommodated. 
diejr began to talk upon the important 


'>mong other tbingi their alioniih- 
^^or fo long a tin 


Me.-- 


_ „ . _ „ time, efcape the 

Canut^ Charts f Magnus^ 'and other ooni^ 
wq)l^dj(pliin bis dmrufiion. The hermit, fepa- 
B|6 the ffvneecs only by a wicker partition, overheard 
It momipg communicated it to the 
, ipith httVSniiafl that it might be inftantly tranfmitted 
I of this accident, VaUtmar was in- 
anger, and by fuch unaccountable and trivial 
^RgiKfRinces are the moft important dilooveries [and hazar- 


^1^ deflgns, fretjbently laid open througkthe wifdom of Pro- 
Xlfiknoet who fjbrfues hef great fcheme in ^ jhanner inferuta; 
^le to men. gaUemar immediately confulteonvith Abfaltn the 
Lmeans of avoiding the impending ftorm y ind for this pur- 
poie it was agreed, that the guard ihould be doused with as 
much expedition and privacy aspoffible, and e^ry wher mea- 
JuK taken that could enforce the king’s fecufity ; yu, without 
^L^i^ing the public tranquility, or uiing violenc^upon the, 
xompirStocs, until piore ample proo6*couId be proerred. It 
was not long before fome letters wrote hf jjAagnut wete-jTiter* 
cepted. In tbefe a fu]l account of the confpiracy was con- 
tained ; and o^nfj;'‘J|r|lducib|.‘i^^ in \he aflembly 


of the ftates, cn^firontedhlnTwith his own ^and and feal. At 
fiyft he pretecd^to dmy the hand-writing, affirming it to be 
an impudent forgery ; but fuch circumftantial proofs appeared, 
that-in the utmoft confufion he fell upon his knees bsfole the 
king, confolGtd the whole, excufed himfelf by faying tbaf he 
had been led away the Aiktile poli&y and ambition of Charles 
and Canvtt^ and concluded with the ftrongeft affiirances of 
i^alty and fidelk’ii^if hi| majefty would be pleafed gracioufly 
to pardon this paft offence. The good and merciful king, 
•moved vnth bis repentance-, granted his requeft, and impofed 
no other |hinUbinent off bis ingratitude and treachery, thsn 
foibiddii^ hidi the court for a certain time. Chrijlitm^ fon to 
owtiiy who likewifo enlified himfelf with ^he conipirators, 
was pardoned, eon condition that he would inuneifately leave 
itho kingdom.' 

When the aflembly broke up, E/ehil ^d the relations of 
Camite and Charles^ made all imffible intereft with the king to 
'jfsis an a& of dhltvion, in which all the conipirators, without 
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7he endefi- exception» (hould be includede They I 
•uoun of to engage AbfaUn in'this requcfl but 
the nobiliix\At^ thinking it neceiTary to in^e foti , 
to get an lieving very juftly, that too much Iraity^'lnd indii||bAce 4 Kuld|f 
aa of am- only tempt thcto to a repetition ot thfir cr^o, ^;gwci^:a9 
tufty pajfed^jf^^^ faw themfelves fupported by (0|Mr 
E/cbilwstsio chagrined with 
^ned his mitre, and retired r‘' 

M he event proved the wifdom 
Magnus nion. Magnus was no fooner^at liberL;);/iil;^ 
makes frejh correfpondence with Charles and Cm^Ul in ordk| 
attempts. ^ fecond attempt on Faldenmr^s life, 

them was taken up, the plot difeoverei^^^- *Magnus 
and clofely imprifoned : but before his trial f^ejOi wagj 
out with the yandals. ^ J 

We are told that the occafion of this war was theic^^jil^ 
upon the portion of a daughter of Denmark^ which was 
^by the ambafladoA of Henry Leo into Saxony ^ From nen^ 
would appear, that a treaty of marriage had been executeti 
between th^ fatiniiies of Denmark and Saxony^ though we aVwj 
informed jfxprefly of no fuch marriage. On the contrary, all 
the Danish waters we have feen mention, that a daughter of 
Valdimatf had married towards theclofeof the year 1178^ *^.^ 
prince, Vihofe name is not known, which feems the mo|^^ex-a 
traordinary, as Grammaticus wrote his hifiory either in this or^ 
the Allowing reigp,^ and might, on that account, be fuppofed 
perfeSly informed of & pubUc,,a tran^dioiij^.-Be that as it 
ance he- ^j||^ Valdefhar entefed into alfia naTwiih Shxony againft the 
KwwSax- The inliabitants w xi^wwerc, .^n this occafion, 

Denmark '*P ^^^^9 as their fervic^ was thought 

infi the greatly promote the defigns of the allies, from their 

idab. knowledge of the country. As foon as the troops 

co 61 d be aflembled, and tranfports got ready, the Vandals 
were aflailed on one fide^y the king, who deftroyed the ftrong 
fortrefs in Wollin ; and Henry Iko^ who attacked Demin. 
The fiege of this place he carried gn wUb^^at affiduity, bi/^^ 
little progrefs, and at laft was forced totally to abandon it. 
The king, on his fide, was more fuccefsful ; for after deftroy-«. 
ing PVollin he laid (iege to Cofcoa^ anH having reduced it to ex«- 
tremities, burnt the town to aflies. Then laying the furroun^^^ 
ing country un(||er heavy contributions, he pulhed his march 
to kVolgaJl^ v/YixcYi he beiieged fo vigoroufly, «that the inhabi- 
tants were glad to be relieved from the diftrels to whicK^hei 
reduced them, by paying a large fum of monejl, and reftoring 
to him prodigious magazines of plunder, that had been depo- 
fued there by the pirates. m 
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D-mark. i€i 

its VaUi^ar returned to Damari % but 
irefli infulta^ be determined to punilb the * 
Sre>S^tity* and accordingly fent a fleet 
» > umler the condud of his fon Cmutt* 
jfliop 4 •Stejimek. T^e young prince, „ _ 

red in the field to be initiated in the art , * 

id fuccefsftil /Vrr*riVpe-"““* 

;^ny op^rtunity of fencing his'j^;;^> 
pr^efe : \Mt notwithftanding thrs.^, 
purpled their courfe with fuch afli- 
that they furprifed many of the enemy in 
^£led not Ip fudden a vifit. They laid 
et fire to a number of towns and villages, 

^fisreed the brothers Cajimir and Bugif^ 
ace, and purchafe it upon thrms very advan- 
4ttf(^*jiafito Genmark, Befides repaying the marriage portion of 
the ambafladors had been robbed, they agreed to lay 
^%wn in mone)H the fumoof two thoufand tS'ents, together with 
jf^irefents of an hundred pounds of filver, to Canute and Mfa* 

^Jlen. Having thus finifhed the war in one«cr<mpaign, the ge- 
F nerals returned to Denmark^ and were gracioufly received by 
Valdemar^ with very extraordinary marks of approbation and 
^favour. • ^ 

. ' They refided but a few days at court, enjoyiriW their re- 
^ the affairs of the ftate agdtn Cilled them into theP 

field. ‘Ine rebels Canute and Charlet^ •who had fled m the 
governor of Gothland^ had by his meanf, and their incereft 
with the people, got tugetlier.aconlrj'^rable body of troops, 
with which the; 'inVa£cd/A^%wi/. Here they expected to be 
joined by croy^Js of the peafants ; but finding themielves dif- 
appointed, apd^the whole country firm in its allegiance to 
the king, they retired to a large wood that forms a frontier to 
Gothland an^ Halland, Here they hazarded a battle, in v^hich rebels 
they were defeated, and tl^ rebel «rmy totally ruined, fufier- defeated. 
ing the juft punifhmcnt tnfiided by heaven upon confpirators, 

, fo tenacious ofjre||onable principles, a vicioua ambition, and 
difafie£tion to*onem thc%eft of princes. 

Next year Henry Leoj who was put under the ban of the 
empire hy Frederic Barbarojfa^ took (belter with Valdemar^ 
and was treated with the diftinSion due to his rank. His 
'pride was now humbled, and he readily crofted the bridge over 
the Eydefy which, but two years before, h9 had /efufed to do 
"out of punctilio and a fcrupulous regard to his dignity. Vah 
amar^ to wbofe generous difpofition misfortune was thefureft 
recommcndgtiQn, promifed him all the affiftance in his power, 
i without abfolutcly breaking with the* emperor j but the re- 

M 3 quefts 



queffs of Hairy v^ere of fo es^ordinar]^ 
r found it impoffible to comply witii tbcm» 
to the people and clergy > whom h<^oyejfi£!^aad 
lo ptotcdl. 

jf revolt in W HILE this tranfacHon waa .<^i thocatMt) ^d^rapp&Ad 
Schonen. in Schonen ; tp appeafe which the king 

Abfalov. The people of Schonen OTtP.py^ous and inex- 
orable ^ they believed thcmfclvcsrp^*^^-\54a^ would hear of 
no terms but a pofitive compliant with their reni^<^an^l 
and rcdrefs of their grievances ; upoijl^liich 
to Zectland^ and laid their complaints A;V 

• t .« I >1*.. ^ f x 


natc, or rather council of the nobtlil(,-^ 
was perhaps the moft concwned of 
• noble fptrit of dilintereftedne&t he pleatfci'-^’^jngly, thatJlis 
firft article of their remonllrance ihould bel rJr '(led. <fFo* 


reignerS) and among the reft himfelf} had long enjqv^thii 
lucrative pofis and places belonging to this province, wnlAti^ 
natives were excluftl'd, and the principal nobjlity of Sckm^ 
forced to live in indolence on their eftates, without any fttare 
in the adminiftrat|oo,. This was a grievance'infupportable to 
a free fpirited people, and fimilar to fome complaints we have 
lately heard from a neighboaring country. Meurjius indeed 
affirms, co^traiy tp Grammaticus^ that Abfahn ftickled hard 
for therOTp prerogative of chuGng whatever officers the king' 
thought n(, knowing that thereby be was promoting ^^jtioiEvh 
inter<^. But the hfft opinion U not only more (onftftent 
with the chara£h:r*of this patriot minifter, and with the 


event, but is attefted ^ the.be^*-cotemporary tynters of Da- 
nijh a^irs. Abjahtie fentimehtajKcrer dvo'^ver, over-ruled 
by a majority, and, inftead of redreffing the gl^ances of the 
difafiefted, a letter filled with promifes, fod.luhg, and ca- 
jolings, on the one hand, and dreadful menaces on the other, 
was ^nt to the malcontents. This more and more incenfed 


a people already irritated, ^nd infixed them to ifich a degree 
that they broke out into open adls of rebellion. They refufed 
to pay the ufual taxes, and particularTy thebilhop’s tythes, 
apd reftored to the inferior clergy their ^hiiwnt privilege of 
marriage. The ftroke was levelled at the biAops, and par- 
ticularfy at Abfahrs, the primate of ^1 Sthcntn, They in*, 
fifted that the fuperior clergy were only an unnecenary load 
upon the people, fittening upon the fpoils of the land, while 
their flocka were* left to find heaven in their own way, 
or.by the affiftance of the inferior clergy, wb8 were not re* 
warded in proportion' to their fervices, or, in fuch a mann^ 
jU lip render their fituuion eafy and independent. 


PjERCZIVlNfl 





wei« im to De wrought ofi bf gtotle 
>lved upon ufii^ force. The troops were 
van led by the king in perfon, 
ly^eir march the latter was grofly 


by ofK0wrm%> who flocked together^ in a 
^dtfjSl(tt0^4iiamK^lnd preiumptuoufly fiulig ftones at the 
^good prelate^ ewgj^e^lic commanded a flrongbodyof 
ti^ps. i^is maj^yipJIfnw^Qged at fo bold an infult, and 
detmpij^^kep bunifli th^onerJers with the utmoft feverity ; 

prudent to let 
ic. that noble fpirit which charaflerized 

Te. ^HAh|Q|igain exceed all his influence with the 
complaint?. He infiftcd, that people 
to t^cious of Kfi^^odomy muft be bold and intrepid* and 
of. cmfeqpe^wlhe beft fupports of the regal authority duly 
l^mini^red ! in a word, he ufed fuch prevailing arguments, 

^ iikjjft^hldemar determined to avoid bloodlhed. All thofe per* 

.r^ who were pbnoxiou§ to the malcontents were removed 
•ikam their places ; Abfalen reflgned his bifliopric, and 2lc% 

^epted of one greatly inferior in pdWe^nd profit, and the 
^province was in a fair way to be fettled, wlien fome of the 
more turbulent, who found theis own intereft in the public 
diflurbance, fpirited up the people Hill to iffufe payment 
. ofl the bilhop’s tythes, or, in other words,* infifted upon the 
^abolitiofi of this order of eccleflaftics« Abfahn himfelf now« 
loft all^ patience,- and, with the king’s ]eave, laid the infur* 
gents under f^ere interdiflion. For a wb^le they perTifted 
in their obflinjicy, but were^t length' tired out by the firm 
condud of Abfalori «nd the cici'gyt whom he bad gained over 
to his intereft. , The infurredion was not, however, term!* 
nated without Slood. Two battles were fought, in both of*J^ 
which the malcontents were defeated, and at length rcduccd-^'^-^^'^^'^"* 
to the neceffity of obeying, upon the king’s terms, which 
were more r(afonable*and mild that^they could expedl. 

About this time Fredenc Barbarojfa^ refolving to deprive 
Henry duke of Saxony^oi every friend capable of fupporting 
his caufe, endeavoUM tesdraw off Voldemar from his attach* 
menatohim, by fome propofals equally honourable and ad- 
vantagcpi^ to Denmark^ Thefc were a double alliance by 
marriage; prbpofing tmit the king’s two daughters (hould 
be matched with bis two fons, one of whom was to fuccecd to 
the imperial diadem, the other being a1rea4y duke of Suabiom 
^The Danijh nSbility cafily perceived, that thefc overtures were 
t^de rather from enmity to the duke of Sgxonyj than friend* 
fliip for Voldemar \ and the king,' joining with them in opi- 
nion, profeiTed no great eagernefs for the alliance : but his 

M 4 queen 



fie 

<|ueeti interieredt dhd ufcd all Vcr influen^ to j 
to accede to propofals which might rend 
of the Romans and empreft of 
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'‘With her humour a grand fleet yas ec^ipped, 
went to meet Barbarfiffa at Lulf^c. jiejVas rntfthi 
of the Trave by a great body of the 
conduced him with all imagtnal^ J 4 >e imperil qutf^ 

Conference treated by evm poffible 

between mark of refped : his perfon anfl add refs were th^^&^irtttMHi 
the empe- of the Germans^ who could not avot^yi^jaking f ' 
ror and rifons between the monarchs, no wayTS"''^ 

Valdcjnar Barbarojfa^ whofe appearance and afpcijL^A^m^ the i 
vifits had palTed, bufinefs at length was bfbu 
when BarbaroJfJo demands in points oOoa^e appear^ fa 
extravagant, xhzt Valdemar znAxYit Danes bC^i it quuftioii 
his fincerity. The king pofitivcly refufed the pot^gA 
afked for his elded Ton ; but at length confented to whalf^^l^ 
demanded for the duke of Suabia : upon which the treaty wn 
concluded, fworn to, and^ guarantied by Bela 111 . king bfl 
' Hungary. 

Matters being thus finilhed, the king went on board 
the fleet that waited for him, with intention to fail the firft 
wind ; but nex^ morning he was furprifed by a viflt fron. thq 
emperor in perfon, efcorted only by a few of the nobility* 
immediately the two princes retired from company* an rBar-- 
baroffi? carneftly requailed the king, that he would perr^iit him 
to bellow the dignity of dukes of Pomerania on Cafimir and 
Bugijlaus^ in order the more eafiTy to reduce Henry Leo to his 
obedience. Voldemar did not ‘deny this faV'our ; and accord- 
ingly thofe two princes were inflalled in the ufual manner, 
the icing aflifling at the ceremony. Before tElb jking of Den-^ 
marP% d^eparture his cldeft daughter was betrothed, with the 
emperor’s approbation, to Sigefred^ landgrave of Thuringia ; 
and foon after the nuptials were celebrated at &lejwick (A). 
Valdemar On this occafion it was, that Barbarpffa invefted Valdemar 
inu Jled with the title of duke of Holftein^ and an nexed the country in 
with the pprpeluity to the crown of Denmark:} ^ 

dutchy bf In the beginning of the following fpring Valdemar receiving 
Uolfleui. advice, that the Vandals began to fory^y fome placesbthat had 


(fV) Thuringia is a country it is divided among a great 
in the circle, of iki^JJpper Sa>,o- number of diflerent fbvereigns 
ny^ eredted in the year 1130 and princes, as^the houfes of 
into a landgraviate by the em- Saxony^ Bavaria^ Hefi^ SaA^ 
j^trOT Luharius II. At prefent Weymar^ Mentz^ Sec. (1). 

f'id, Bnndrnnd fah voce. p . 947. 


i 




{Rwe^ ordeifd JifOm 
and proceed againft them i bat 
; thoneifelves under fuch generaby 
in account of his youdi, and hating th^ 
roafoii\han that the ^king loved nini» 
great } though he ftudied popula- 
llje mediator between the king an!l 
' 'ncenfed at their refufal } and de- 
ls ill ftate of health) to command 
The ill ufageof his fut^eOs tn-y y 
and in a few days confined him to his 
y^hC^t lelinqui^ his defign. At length* byr 
i of his nwility* he was prevailed on to 

_.i|mit the vv^6‘°%s*eencral8, and his own perfbn to the ■ 
)eare%^}> fflf^cians atWorUtAurg. 

the fleet was detained in port by contrary winds, 
J^'JutlmuUrs began to mutiny* to complain of the fcarcity- 
i|( provifions* •and infixed upon a releafe from the fervice. 

Horner^ bifhop of Ripeity a man greatly efteemed for his ch»- 
radfer and eloquence* harangued tben^or a long time to 
little purpofe ; and at length ordered one of the ringleaders to 
be feized and bound, inftead of quieting* this increafed the 
tudhlt to fuch a degree* that the oflicers yvehe conftrained to 
difinus the foldicrs, and permit them to return home. Falde- 
mar qbferved them from his window difperfed over the fieldsi 
judg^t^ caufej and was fo afllidted, ^hat his diftemyr in- 
creafed^^d his life was defpaired of. Tha art of all his phy- 
ficians vras foiled ; upon which the nbbility prevailed on him 
to call in the afliftance of a certain abbot* an empiric* whofe 
impudence and boailing had raifed him to a high degree pf 
credit. Hi^ fiftal nnftrum was admiiiiftered* and the king 
breathed his laft* while be was left alone to uke that repofe 
which the quack infilled would reftore his health. 

Thus <fied ^ princep-cfpefted more than anyofff;./ ,^| 

his predeceflbrs lor thq qualities of his mind and perfon* at 
age of forty-eight* yd in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, rasicr. 
from the dcath'^^bh aflbciaie. His piety* jullice* ^ 
dence* and clemency* rendered him no left the idol, than his 
braveryf condu£l* aij lucccis, the admiration of bis people 
and of neighbouring llates. His difpofition was equally fitted 
for war and peace } but the latter he cbole tp cultivate* and 
never entered upon the former but to fiipfiort the honour and 
•dignity of his crown. His conquefts were lefs brilliant* but more 
ufeful and neceflary than thofc of former kings. He fubdu^ 

Rugetit annexed it lo his crown* and confirmed the illanders in 
the true principles of religion, the€hrifttan fiuth. He over- 
came 




WtVSMmh Stdkt'vA _ 

rUimmart. '■timry Im, didee of Sattm. 
and fickle prince* he thrin oUig^ jfi'' 
'jDoft aljefi ananer. Twice he dm 
VMgiantj and often overthrew t^nFi 
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SECT. VI. 

Containing all the public Tranfa^ions until the Rei^ 
• ef Eric V. fumanud PJog- Penning. * • 

I 

C Jf N U r E VI. 

A s foon as die jemains of Valdemar were bonourablyk^in* , 
Canute^ his fon and fucceflbr» repaired to 
Csmit to hold an afiemblyof the ftates, in order to redrefs./hofe 

TL grievaf ces which occa^oned the late tumults.* lo (other’s 

life-time be had keen declared the immediate heiri^vith alt 
the folemnities of a corohation, fi that he now entered upon 
the prerogatives of majefty without form or ceremony. 
Ane^re- <The province of Schonen ftill perfifted in its difaffedion^ 
W/ im and was now on the king’s death grown mofe i^pfolent and 
jkhoaen. licentious. The malcontents were fpirited up to frefli at- 
tempts by lome artful peribns, who encouraged them to wipe 
off the difgrace of the late defeats t^ey bad fuftained. Abfa- 
Imy the faithful minifter of Voldemar y applied all the remeaies 
in bis power to bring them to a fenfe of theirjiuty ; but in 
vain. Nothing is more blindly obftirwitc-^" provokingly in- 
iblent than a mob, and this the biibop found ; for his good 
offices were returned with abufe^ and th^ groffeft inful On 
pretence of defending their liberties, they moved the ailemblp 
to another place, and met all in arms, as if they were march- 
ing againft an enemy. Ahfalm retired to Zealand ; and now 
the fadion, having no one to reftrain them whofe authority 
they dreaded, or whofe charaAer they rcfpefled, broke ou^'^ 
into the nfoft ungovernable and riotous behaviour. They fet 
fire to the boufesof the nobility, feized upon all the place- 


A. D. 




7^ cnga _ 
void \)f nil' 


of IM comiiEiia tiie moroip ^iv 

‘'ItoB. ObferviMt^ihm 
HMl^^va <10. nkirny widiout bnm^oii^# 
^th«y HirWtf their genera) ; a maiiJEiig^. 

*^* f!;^^e t<^al flem» wu defeknt in 
__ and Elated* with hi* new 

title^of )ting, fet up the nyat 
,.-K «>d daily flocking to him. 

* j^*«^STAi^Loy™“ '* 6 « ^ diWFeaion, which bad 
of thL^nwn people, the nobility, gentry, 

X'ji ftead/ in thdr loyaira, and by their 

. together a body of iorcet to oppoie 
ardour e$|>refied by both fidcs to come 
’''i9(dn(onceivab)e. Pamoo and prejudice, 

.«™ « ^ ..1^,1 and principle, afiuated j»th ; and the 

f 3\^ir cOnnedlions of neighbourhood and friendihip were 
the more violent was their animofity now. A battle .- 
fought wi^h fuch blind fury, as deprived them of the 
ii power of defiroying eacK other ; and after half a day fpent in 
khe moft tumultuous and irregular figl)t.wer known, where . 

Hiiurts and bruifes were given inftead of mortal wounds, HarM^^ 
was defeated, the rebels difperfcd, and the royalifts left maf- dtftatti. 
ters.ttf the field, with the glory of a bloodlcfs ^riaory.* 

' > Bd^ the malcontents foon recovered tbcir fpirits after this 
repuilL and began a fecond time to rgake head, though de-s 
dertedW who, in a cowardly manner, had fle^ into 

SweJe^kJThk approach however of Mfglopt with a bodv of 
forces, fobni-educed them to^order : upon which he called an 
affembly, revived fcveial laws- that bad fallen into iieglea, 
obliged the pealants publicly to abjure Hareld, whom thej 
proclaimed king, and .reftored the former tranquillity of the 
province. The fhalcontenu would indeed have* been more 
feverely handled by Canute, who now entered the province, 
and propofeB giving the diflri^ of frojiberret to be plundered 
by the foldiers, had not MeiM inteipofcd in their favour. 

•Next year Comae received a folemn ambaflTy fiom the em- A. D. 
petor FrederitBaimxffae complimenting him upon. his 
ceffion, and defiring the continuance of that alliance which ' - 7 ' 
. fubfifted.during bis father’s reign betweerr the Imperial and^^^ 
Danijb murts. The fntention, however, of all thefe fpecious g,^ 
profeifions of friendfliip, was - no other than to obtain ibme 
concefiions in favour of the Vandals, and ip (Kr^ade Canute 
^0 attend tbe^ulic council in perfon, as a vaflal of the em- 
-rffire. His majefly, penetrating into BarbartJJa's views, re- 
turned a modeft refufal to. ibefe requefls : upon which the 
opperor lent a reply filled with monaces, and commanding 
*■ ’ * him. 



lyz Tbi 

him 9 in a bai^hc]i»ftrain of aiTAorityv to 
having no efitd), he {tnx Sigtfredy an(| 
^ Canuie*% fifler, to Rofibild^ in ordtf^^/S ' 
fluence ' ^ 

refolution 
have his 

prince of the Vandals^ fin^ the 


He excites 
the Van- 
dals to a 


/s ritter, to Rofcbild^i in ord^^ 

:e } but Canute^ by Jbfalen'^^yiSv\ct^rcmd\n^^\M^^ 
tion to prefervc the in(}^55nd^.ncr of 
his revenue, 


Kvar 

Canute. 


. , a war with Denmarky promifing 
wi/o j ^1.5 


and money. But the Vandal pril; 


qucnces of an open war with fo potent a king^^’ 
willing to difobey the emperor, began in'll. 
*Jarimar bis uncle, then governor of R’^Aty' Wth 


TuppJicsJ 
♦'dreading 



yartmar ftis uncle, then governor i ^ . 

Canute. Difappointed in this attempt, he "^"^atch 
to quarrel with him. immcdiawly V ^ 

baflador to acquaint the king with thefe tranfanlUnL ^ -®»- 

gijlausy pretending that nothing could be more agre'*'«bs«£!^& 
him than fubmitting the difputc to the decifion of Canute 
a general diet, fent ambafladors to court to plead his caufi^ 
While he was amufing Canute with negotiations, he privately V 
raifed a great army, ar>d equipped fo powerful a fleet, that be ,( 
fent to acquaint Barbarojfay that now he had it in his power ' 
to oblige Canute to fubmit to the terms his imperial majefly 
ihould chink to prefcribc. But bis treachery and boaj^ing. 


aaMing. 

oT 


foon received the juft puniftiment, through the vigila^ 
^bfaloHy that (kilful a^d hardened veteran. No foon;^r vvas 
the minifter made a^cquainted with Bugijlaus\ pi^^&dings" 
than fie publifticd^ai? edi£l, obliging all men witbirf /6ie Da^ 
nijh sflands, who had attained a certain age, to afler.Ole under 
arms at an appointed rendezvous. The king was abfent in 
yutlandy and the emergency of the occafion would not admit 
or the delay which would neceflarily attend Waiting for his 
jnftru£tions. A fleet was equipped with anftzing expedition, 
the troops were embarked, and under fail in queft of the enemy, 
before Bugijlaus imagined ^hat his intention was^ difeovered, 
Abfalon jlbfalon had difperfed direAions among the officers of the fleet, 
defeats the regulating the manner of engaging, and exhorting them to 
Vandal j^ei form their duty, and maintain the ceyUlStfon'tff their coun- 
‘^tfy, by defeating once more thofe barbarians they had fo often 
vanquifhed. His inftrudiions were obeyed ; he caipe upon 
Bugijlaus while he lay at anchor, at fome diftance from 
geuy feafling, caroufing, and waiting for the emperor’s orders 
in what manner tQ difpofe of Denmark, He dreamt not of 
Jhfalon's approach, and was attacked, defeated, ''and difperfc8 ' 
betore he had time to recollect himfelf, to ifl'ue out one ' 

fingle order, or make the {malleft (hew of refiftance. 

\ 


prince. 


BARBA, ■ 
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''^*1 ^'i^nkcnnels, as it in the 
P®a''e of defpair. Infla 

of rir* troops deArcd to be 


Merama. 


t\ pi'inci^al obje£t whtqh Barbarojfa had 
contei^^t htmfelf with this vi£lory : 

^jie, attached and took Wolgaji^ WqU 
Tov{.|$ and cities» which he gave up to 
rj^fers. 

thc^kii.g in perfon marched into the Vandal 

and laid wafte fevcral provinces, without 1185! 
people indulging themfelves in 
''\^,-^v;^unkcnnefs, as if in the midft of profound 

Inflamed with the defire 
led from Groizwin 
difregarding all the difficulties of a march 
^j^i^ugh a barbarous and mountainous country, while fatiating 
t 4 jcir avarice was the objedf . But proviftons failing, and- the 
infantry being quite fpent with fatigue, the king brought back 
'the army to Wollin^ where, in a ^ifk^.'^dimifn, he defeated > 
P^gijlaus^ and had near taken him prifoncr, at the very time^^"^* 
ho, was laying in ambufh for the Danes. This a£Iion, accord- 
ingV:o Pontanus^ happened near the city Camin in the Upfer 
Saxly^ in confequence of which Canute laid fiegc to it, but 
was f’cAentcd from purfuing it, by the intreaties and fupplica^ 
tionsS^ Phe prie'fts and other religious perfons, who had come 
out of t ,e,city to deprecate )iis wrath. ^ • 

BUG F 3 LAVS perceiving nothing but ruin and defirudlion Bugiflaos 
around him, went in perfon to Jaritnar and Abfalon^ to ht^/uesfir 
their intercefli^ with the king to procure him a peace ; 

Abjalon imagining his profeflions were not finepre, replied, 

^that the foldiers were not yet fufficiently rewarded with 
plunder fo( the fatigues they had undergone, nor the Vandals 
punifhed enough for thvir perfidy. This anfwcr determined 
Bugijlaus to obtain peace upon any terms, which at length was 
granted, cn^ondj^n tha the would pay a prodigious fum of 
money fpecified, as ^ffefor his illcondud):, and indemnifies*^ ^ 
lion for the expences of the war ; and that he would hold his 
title of ^uke at the ^ands of the king of Denmark^ and ac- 
knowledge himfelf a vafTal of that crAwn. This treaty he 
confirmed by hoflages ; after which he was fumptuoufly en- 
tertained by Ahfalon. Before his departufe he performed ho- 
^lage to the king, and proftrated himfelf before him on the 
ground, protefting, that he held all his dominions by the 
bounty and clemency^ Canute^ and was willing to furrender 
them at hi$ pleafurcr This was a voluntary aS of humilia- 
tion. 
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A. D. them at his pieafure. This was a volui^ry all 
ii%6. ' tion, which Canutt^ from a fpirit enc 

, to prevent, but in vain. Bugijlauy^ftzs A tntM 
infbicnt in profperity, and the Ijjftg 
derate to the vanquiflicd. 'I’^ius me 
ICaldemar fo much toil, y^^fure, a n^ 
totally fubJueJ by his ffin, and their 
to the crown of Denmark, BugiJlaX'ss dufhg 
firm to his engagements, and on his at..Iti-bjd 
mended it to the guardian- of his children. 'J 

refled by Canute^ in the partition of 
A. D. Before the king rcturneu* to Rifchtu 
nS;. a great afflux of clergy from all parts of 
JJet form Germany^ with the king’s confent, convok#d e 
•f ‘^•®'A>and among other 01 dinations pafled one 
ifinbUpjed fame form of divine fcrvicc fiiould be ufed in all tfic’*{«<;jm 
churches within the Danifl) dominions, the fame pfalmody ^ 
chahtings performed ; and for this fftirpofe certain forms hi 
prayer and public worfhip were drawn up, in which Mfalon 
was afflfied by a gr-.dc number of other learned bilhops and 
divines (A), 

About the beginning of the following year Bugtjlaus A'^d, 
and his dukedo'm was divided between his fons Cafmrrt 7 ii\i 
Bugijlaus. A freft conteft likewife arofc between Cam*t and 
tile emperor Frederic Barbaroffa, The emperor fca^. » am- 
bafly tb invite the k^^ to the celebration of the r^fials of 
his filler and the duke of Suahia^ ^nd to demand th'' i/mainder 
of her portion which Valdcmar had promifed, bul! hitherto re- 
mained unpaid. Canute fufpefling fomc treachery, and - 
coliefling the fnarcs laid by BarbaroJJa for his Either, the lai^. 
enemy he had raifed by his intrigues againft hirfirelf, and his 
feverc condufl to the duke of Saxonyy anfwcrcd the ambafla- 
dors, that as to what related to the nuptials, he fhculd be glad 
they were celebrated with afl poffibl/"‘omp ; but that he muft 
not go upon fuch an occafion out of his own dominions. As 
to the portion, it was unufual, he fa4d,^;^pay kl;e wOole be* 


r» the 

Daniil) 

ebuFcb, 


A. D. 
1188. 


(A) Saxo Grammaticus^ a tru- 
ly claflical, eloquent, and en- 
tertaining hifiorian, c^>ncludes 
his hiftory with the tranfadUons 
of this year. • No w^ter has fo 
ftrongly charadlerized the an- 
tient manners of this people, as 
SaxOy who has carefully pre- 
ferved all their traditions^ fa- 


ble®, and the very genius of the 
times, iiC his beautiful^ tranfia- 
tions of the longs and narra- 
tives of the Danijh bards (the 
only hiftorians the earlier 
ages) and the martial atchieve^ 
4nents of thofc glorious barba- 
rians,, who were the conquerors 
of a gKiat part of Europe, 


fore 



io^ Si ^ ibercforc h4«d .the cmpciw 

vroui,?. eitcuie his^ no®s<^ply*ng » demand fo cxtriordi- 
l^ Harqffa was enraged at this con- 
tempt princefs, Canute's 

lifter, ^^ruol zi:i viemity, attended however with 

ihe had^^‘ved feven years at the im- 

NF.^,^y9Hr ihe preached up in Germany ; and 

♦he tif^e^^i-'^^cized ^ne fpirit of holy atchievcmenis, dc- 
*^ei(i)in%d^orOn ex{5;sdVion tp the Holy Land, in order to 
/ 3 r^ 4 >Vp|,jut of the hands ot*Saladin and the infidels. 
-^^V!**y"«ve^t dO.‘*ng hisWence, he found it 


- 

court** of Denma'.y Saxony. Henry Leo was recalled from Henry 
baniftini^^ ai^Ci reftored to a part of i)is donainions ; but we Leo recall 
di^J^/tUtJ any accTount of the negotiations between him and 
C'^tr'Uft; only it is faid in general terms, that thcenoperor and 
ter minuted- all their difierences. , 
s From henceforward until the end of the year 1192, Den-* 


Avjfife the difFerencea between him and the 


enjoyed profound peace, notwic!i'''^anding the diftur- ’ 

RKmces raifeJ by the ambition of Henry £eOf in H^lfleiny and 
the neighbouring continent. Now at length the public repofe jy^ 
yyzs IIioJlc by the conieih between Afc/feV/r, Wfliop of Slef- 

ur^d the king. This prelate was the foil of CanutCy Difp^es 
‘ flain bv;f "^{en at the public entertainment he made for him and hetwem 
'.he Rofehild, He now claimed* not /i&f 

only^is y. Tunoiv;, !^ut a ftiafc in the regal authority, as the andt/fe 
fon of Cunoj^Cy^ the grandfon of Magriusy and great grandlbn of 
\ ( kl Nuholas. Perceiving that all his arguments were vain, Slcfwick 
jn’ -fs backed with power, he applied for alfiftancc to AdolA> 
l)hui earl of l{olJieiny Bernard duke of Saxony^ and Otho mar- 
uais of Brandenburgy all of whom agreed to attack Canute by 
land, while the bilhop jpvaded his coafts by means of a fleet. 

To render his meafures m^/c fccurr, the prelate went in per- 


fon to Norway, a 1 wit 1 magnificent promifes engaged the 
king, or, as others -ifrirm, his^. in his caufc, ob- 

taining from him tnff.; '*fhips of war, well equipped, and 
every way fitted to put to fea. 

Before Faldemar entered upon aSion, he was told it 
would be for his intereft to make an ovcitiirc of referring his 
caufe to the king, and a general d\ct of the ftates. Hence it 
was not doubted but rather than hazard the l<Hs of alj his domi- 
nions, Canute would confent to a partition of his kingdom ; 
of, at leaft, agree to give ihc^'^BiIhop fome honourable and 
lucrative government. monitors, befidcs, hinted the 

inconfiltency of his beylg at the farfte lime a king and a 
* f biihop. 



tofrhilr lAxi^w 
in 

^nrinued 

thgt. 

firyp W ’^af. it f>l-* 


bilhop* imprudently lent \o 

F./. tions, referred his caufe to the dic^-^a 
• / ’ d% feized and imprifoned, wherj ic d 
” fourteen years, until he was^^icharg] 

by king Valdctnqr 11 . Thus •. ildedf' th| 

(hreatened deflrudtion to QjnuU ; thoujA 
may credit relate, that thiP^ 

foner in a fea fight off t<ie coaft " Hh igno- 

rant of the prelate’s fate, marched N>^i hpAile i^l^cr tb the 
frontiers of Denmark ; am , pitchinr thi^ir cany or 
of the river wajf.j the af.rval of 

nus ; though we »acncr imagine they eVp|£ted to cmfei' 
on the operations with the bifhop. After w^ied 

feveral days, forage and provifions .growings fcarce, they do- ^ 
fermined to return home; all bcfidcs j^dolphViSy, wk'^^ntered 
the Danijh territories, and laid the country wafte 
Slefivick, But the news that his allies had actually retrc%e(S» 
that the biflir' was made prifoner, and, abo^e all, a repulfe 
lie met witn from the king’s forces, obliged him to purchafei, 
peace, a* a^reat ^''^^whcc, to prevent their cutting off* his rc\ 
treat. ' ^ ■ 

This year Philip \l. of France^ fent ambafladoi^ to Co%ute^ 
to demand in ^'marriage his beautiful fifter Ingehurgii^ ^lled 
by French writers Gtlherga. The propofals were achrpted, * 
thoufand marks in pure filver pi^id down for aibrtion, 
Bd^II of 2”d .« fleet equipped ' to»condu^ her all poKiab pomp'"- 
France.^ into France^ where® the nuptial^ were c8''*x^ted;,rhsnd J^ige- 
hurga proclaimed queen, in the year 1194 as ot'^iier 

^ writers relate, in 1195. This princefs the king divorced the 
divorced. Vollowing year, under a variety of pretences which it would be 
unnecefl'ary to recite in this place ; and, among<Qthers, on ac-, 
count of a foetid breath, which he plead^:d, from fome of th?; 
Byzantine writers, was a fuflicient Her brother C/7»«A 

applied to the pope, infifling, Xh^tkPhUip fliould part with the 
wife he had married fince his reparation from his fiftcr, and 
take back the injured and repudiate^ h gebu^fa*. who was 
confined in a firong caflic (A). S'^ftne ‘hiftoriahs 
mention nothing concerning the event of this application to 
his holinefs. * ^ • 

V. 

(A) One reafon j^iven •by fhe was at leaft ten fteps rc- 
Philip for repudiating Ihgeburga^ moved ; and befldes, that there 
was their near confaii/uinity, had been a breach in the right 
though by the genealogical U ivfine, about three gencraudh*^ 
bie of Fontanus it appears, that bt ( 1 ). 

(i) Fontan, /. vi. J 

\ Thk 


A. D. 
1193. 
Canute’/ 



a t^uftcr to be^madc of all tbe A* D. 
;^fi€ lb Star 'arms ^ hp dominions, and each province to 1195. 
proportion cfjifejpping, every way equipped to put petwr 
J^-Henljr upJjn Idliony The wholej^jcc of the 

?2afsJyromll|ic cftirA'^te given bg <^ianui^ to have 
arH^ev^ty Ihips ot vi^pr, befides the 
•jSSieu iW viiLls, tnbua'i^ftates, and allies. When^ 
ready tc^ut to fea, then Canute^ 
on^ more, the VaMMs and 
wL'^ hadc^Ji’^^^d Chriif^nity, aiii|rcftorcd their 
lojj6rdhd/?V*5 ^^dsy albN^^aving fo received the light of 
Steh^ and cbl\cr towns and cities, 
pimed their gates to a force tflfejt found *ini^»aaj|eltj|cs unable to 
Xift i and thus tjic enemy were reduced to obcdi\ice as foon 
^Canute appear *d. ’ v 

► Nfi^Tvyci^^ he? made an expedition to Livjnia^ with a view a. D, 
o wft^iA Chriftianity among thefc north^n barbarians, who 1 196# 

^ yet remained in the ignorance and obfclrity of -paganifm. 
Soine’attemptb fb etFed this had been mail. Vj^^^Idmar and 
uhers of his prcdeccflbrs ; but for want of f tbper ft^ilations* 
siiong the niiffionaries, they all proved Tits is fhe • 

Sifen affignfd by the DaniJI) writers for thisH'politj^; tho' 

VC \ink ,,ir^probable that Canute ha d in vi ew the piuting a 
Ilop ('• rfie conqueds of the Teu^nic knVfllls («n order eda- 
Wi(hcJ''n few years before) wjjp^md almod fubdiicd the whole 
^ountr)* ' regardyiJrfne ria^t wliich the k»ngs of Da:- • 

fnark -over ' jjp^ral of more •northern proviiii^cs. 

Con^rnii'^At he^w vft of this^air, the hidoiians are 

filc^, 

iAsoUT thenar 1 198, Otho marquis of Brandenburg made ^ 

-m incurfion into Pomerania^ and feized upon fcveral caftlcs^^ ’ 
and fortrefles, Avrflch he claimed as his property. Canute^ on be- 

tie contrary, believe^^hem to be his right, and accordingly ca- 

dltcrmined tp regain tl\» by force of arms. Other reafons ^ftd 
l^ewife concurred in lignKig up this war, and among the Qj’jo of 
reft a grudge, which Canute bore the marquis on account of iir.Micl::n- 
the late afliftangc he^ had given to Faldcmar, bilbop of SIrf burg, 
ly&if. A fl^ftwas equi{>rfd, and the command given to Pe- 
ter bifliop of Rof child ^ brother Torbern, I hey wejrc 

'ordered tn enter the while the kind took up 

his refidence in the ifland of to Aferve their opcia- 

tions, and wait the event. Here twv w(^ joined by the Po- 
meranianSi Varf^ls, and MecklenburgersJ tht (ubjccls or allies 
of Canutii notwithftanding whidijhwbifhop was defeated, 

Ihiade prifoner, and the oiniged to fly with preci- 

pitation to their (hips. Tdmrn was killed m the battle, and 
Mod, Hist. VoL. SKXIL • N the 


/ 
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The Hifto^f 

the bifhop kept for two ycar^> clcfe prifbnery|Crca|^ng at laA 
by the connivance of the ir^arquis^^hb wasunwiHrM/" ^ ^ 
* at the expcnce of maintaining a c^f^'eVe o^ I'^ch diftipw 
< Grown more bold by his jeood fAtunc, 

tering into an alliance wiih^jy/ 7 »/jpA«r carl 
incurfions intb Potncraniny^lj^^ay.^enbiig^ 
the Vandals. He laid wjpe a great 
Jarmaric^ and propofp^i entering 

invading the ifland or tb/'t navc';^ uiu PitpryJ. 'Ki 

winter ftoppci:]‘’nis progrr .s. t V 

Canute In the enfaing Ipriry^ 6Vn^/^,:^v'-*n'iandc#nir^iny per 
Mges the(oY\^ and enterinf^^J/lyAp/tfj^la;- "the terrirprits of 
eti€f/iy to wafte. H; too fccurely encamped for thc^nemy to ven- 
bfg peace, ture upon attacking him ; and without pafling fccyond thei* '* 
dcr^ he obliged Adolphus to fue fci peace. f\ltcr this the 


returned to Denrark^ to be prefent at the laft bfejjtr^s of bi^ 
queen’s mother, lA'ho died in his abfence. 

A. D. The fpring oflthe year 1199, was ufhered in by a breath' 
1 199. Pf the Adolphus^ difliking the conditions impofei 

upon bjm, had igain recourfe to arms, and the king cony^ 
mitteduhe care^^i the war to his brother Valdemar. Tlifcl 
young"' ^ now firft appeared at the head of an^army, ar^’^y 
Adolphus coniluft gave^ prognoftics of his futuK ere' ends. 

VV^ith inferioV forces he ireji Adolphus^ engaged ana* rffcated^ 
a fucerfs- him, v/iih a dreadful flanghfe. ''f the enemy, him- 

f ill cam- fclf very narrowly rfcapiii-j^out fiejd. all 

pMgn. IlJjlehiers were either kill^U woumf 'il, or tak«T prifoners. 

Adolphus took (heller, in JlewLnrgh^ wni^r!^ 'i:'>®i?TtimeU-ately 
invefted by the conqueror, .and taken, the utji^ftunatc d;ike 
elcaping at a poftern gate. Valdcmar purfuc.f!^nis viftory, apd 


in a (hort time made himfelf mailer of all ihe fortiKcd towni 
in Holjle'wy over-ran and totally fubdued tne* principality )f 
Swerluy took LubeL\ after a brisk fie^ ^ and, in a word, 2 1- 
nexed a great part of the r!;niinent to ^he dominie ,s 

of Denmark, without irfceting ^?th one repulfe during the 
glorious courfe of the two campaigns. 

While Valdemar was traverfing ^efe cou^tnes, Adolphus 
found means to repofl’els himfelf ^Tlamburgh ; "upon which 
the Danijh prince immediately r-iircd the Elbe, and a (^cond 
time laid fiege to this city,^’. 'nich Yx^d not then jtttained to 
that height of pov'er and/' pulence to which it afterwards ar- 
rived. The ficgc v^as cai^ied on with fuch vigour, that the 
citizens, •diflrcfl€d ftr proviftons, were obliged to capitulate. 
I'his brought on a ccj^irf/cnce between Valdemar and Adclpbus^^ 
who waited on the prince in m! camp. As foon as the inha- 
bitants of Dithmarjh^ then fervin^undcr laldemar, were in- 
formed 
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that Adolphus wj 


fo his tenc^ to on 
jMl their coiintr 







Denmark.' 
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A. D. 

1201 . 


camp, thiy rufhed nvord in 
to retenge the ravages he had com- 
Thcirffury was fuch, that Valdemar 
hardly.^rcforain them from putting him 
At tUs mr^ting it was agreed, that the 
^^gh ^ndjSttTiS^l'^rg (hould receive Danr/h 
jd be pD^ who lly into hands of Valdemar ^ he* 

. cW^*'* 7 '\{tiTlfif^‘^the citi^'«^ould remain in the 
I of I oertie?, and property* 

lit Sdolpbi^ fqon aih!ibi|m. ‘^ed tQ/ore^^ his enjj^yaments, upon 
he wsts i^fzed andK*>es^^itted .^the fomfs of Seburg^ 

) bilhop Valdemar was pri^Ol*cw:^,, \ 

.,^This yeardied tt)^ brave, the honeft, anefthe^ous Alfa^^ 

archbifhop of Z>2<;7d>7i^^the faithful fervant of the crown, izoi. 
Srap^rqn of the people ; the fcourge of his country’s foes, Death and 
file gr^c^r Uf letters, the encoucager of filarned men, the chara^ier 
rewarfler of merit, and, in a word, the grcLteft orilament of?/^.Abfa- 
Denmark. Pofterity owjs to him this j^culyr obligation, 

^hat he iirft perfuaded Saxo Grammaticus to ^uuertailR^is hif- • 
nry, and generoufly countenanced anc^^t^orted huh while 
J^was engaged in that work, which will me- 

moiV of bo^ with honour to the moft diftaiu agas. kJndreas 
5 u;^^^clvAncellor of Denmark^ fucceetltd^^^sym 141 the archbi- 
J^pric(;.^ According to fome Saxo Grammaticus died 

about tn!^<cime, and a fe^ v/ohthsydter Jiis patron ; though, 
j^om tht;ip^nner he fpe^ of Valdemar!. in his(g|c* 
face, jddi fifed ^ Al;;*- new a^bifliop, we have reafon to 
thiny'hc ^ few yrars after that prince's accelSon 

to^e thronc^iv j 

/VALDEMjn^zvmg greatly enlarged the Danijh boun- D, 

tSiries by the totalol^udion of Holjieiny Stormary the diftricls 

ot^ubec zc\A ^ambuf^ the country properly and.antienily 
c^ed Nordalbinghy bunuow included under the general name 
xXi^oyieiny alid within t^ limits of that dutchy, together 
with feveral other principalities, dutenies, and earldoms, was 
advifed to ftrengthen his alliances and the royal line by mar- 
jam. Ingel^. /.^filler to Otho duke of Brunfwick ; 

mathc nuptials were ce^rated at Hamburgh with great 
priagiiTRcence, king C/ww// OT?^nding in perfon, andpreliding 
It the enteftainment. Vhldemar 3kd, for ftme years, enjoyed 
:he government of Slefwick ; and i\w hisiower wasconfidc- 
ably encreafed by his conquefts, all vtYixam Cqpute annexed to 
he dutchy of Shfwick* The king returi^ to Denmark^ and 


1202 . 


^ Pr®fat^fiilt. p. 
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foon 



I go ^he Hijlory of l^imark.' 

Death anJtooTi after was feized with a r^falady ^j;hich carried him 
€t -.'tir a few days, and fo fuddenly^^ that per&ns fufpefl 
^Canu^e. was poifoned, though by wRofe means rcma*“* “ 
fccrct. He is celebrated as a>pjKnce of Igreat f 
ration, extremely chafte anc^^cr5;;.>eratc, bipr 
rior. The conquefts uufmg; hiji rei£n 



withftanding tr - oh\ocy / and ^^pJTtion of, tjjeir 
and powerfujp 'cne^e*"^ Cafiut^ laid to have pafled« 4 |A < 
very wholefr,.*^^ ^.na neceflat^ laws during his reign, parcLn* 
larly onen/ith rerpecT; to murder, by which it Vas ojdainev!, 
that only the pcrfonal effefls of the^murdcrciT fliould be^fonfiC.c 
calcd, his real eftate defeending to his heirs StidTclati-ons, thstj 
the innocent not be involved in the punilhmwt'^i the 

guilty- It 


L D li M A R II. 


e 


^.r y 

H .' t 

iF.niATP:^^’ 

vited with all the badges of regarauthority. 

■ ofrn fp fuccecd to the throne ^'f Dc^nafL 


Valdc- iMjdiF.niATP:^’ on the death of his brother, VaU 

mar II. demar/ -'''' V 

A. D. unanirfoufy «v . - ,t 

1203. Upon the ft.ft aWics of king^s illnefs he fet 03 *:^ Ref 
child, and ariivcd there Sef^...he breathed his laft, tFough‘hi 
' was then fpecchlefs.* received byJTC nobili^v 

aivJ commons with the uiim>^lJioy. fojf, and vcij 

image of their favourite kin^Faldem^^ ..Hi^^piliianr ex- 
ploits had gained him great reputation, ana a(Ugment^thc 
wealth and power of his country ; and his pjp<Sc conduct uac 
^ lecured to him the efteem and aftefl:ions all to whom ijC 
was perfonally knovvn. ^ / 

With thefe advantages Faldemarj^/icrci upon the gov^n- 
ment of a kingdom, to prcfide ove^hich he vvas equally 
titled by birth and incrii. The/fiiial oath of allegiance Vvai 
taken by the whole kingdom, with uncommon alacrity ; no 
excepting the newly conquered pro\inces. He began hjs reigi 
,VJdcmnr vvith cnadling, by the confent of ^^fgCncral aiTcn«I^, 

of falutary laws, which the will find fpecified k. Pon 
and the S<2;vfl«Chroniji^r ^ „ 

treaty with Adolphus duke of Hoi 
y which it was ftipulated, that Adol 
fhus fliiHild be^iet lib.?riy, provided he renounced all clair 
and the citadels of Hamburgh an 
1T%^this laft flill remained in tli 


to the dutchy of 
Lcrxcnbhrg ; for weTuTI 
haiads ot his adherents. 


By wi^t means they got pofleffio. 





'Denmark. 


^ after it receive aip0»f^|[arrifon, weVenot informed } 
however, is Jyertcd b«P«ManM*. 

^^^.^EMAR paiEng then mto Sthoncn, held a diet, and 
; nAaber 6 f Iws for the good regulation of the 


r naw 


ijg Miiv 

l^s for il 
at 

rteei( years,' 


fi^T it was that S^xo^^/ildimar was releafcd, after A. D. 

P t^nid^enc of f ouj-tee ij years,^ condition that he would 1 206. 

^^^■^an^y^S£t ofc tS: dominions j aT'/v 

fentet^e, (bonpi;igatec§' , ihe interceffion of (/Slef- 

u^/iueenf^ nd feveraf'.>f the r.Vfility, He even 

a - j .1 .1 "hut «.• r • ilk. .1 


He even ’ 


^.^ined, throilgh the nKtngnce of fricnd^*|the means of^"-^^* 
STihg chofen bilhop of 2r5^)WJ, in iiac*Jsoci\ of Hartwic^ 
lately deceafed. This eleAion caufed great*d!^rbanccs in 
iBremen^ Hamburgh^ andL^hetever the jurlfdidkfn of this fee 
extended i but the Aeady prudenct^f furmounted 

ail j^dSouIties, annulled the ele£fioi^ an j 'got Buiher chofen 
arcKoiftiop. jj ' a n 

This year produced jnfurreftions and among that 

pdople called Siijons^ inhabiting part oiem withi Sweden 
Proper^ and Bothnia^ which communi^-ris, and if s of war 
Jipt only tG^ Denmark^ but almoft to all ^ *1^® 

JKiyth. Sywercher^ at prefen t, fwayed t|paw 44 iteii^j|n confe- 
quencc’of an agreement, that t^e^iiciuj of#tne kmgs Eric 
<vf\d Charles ihould aUernatclvyrei|p. But CW/n’s ifl'ue get AJhort 
ting poiTl^flion, they eit^.i 'prolc/bed^r flew all the childrer^wnu of 
of Carmte^ tofr^, excepuGr/r the youngeft, callcc^ftcr 
his .grar;dJ^ther.. 7 his prinjT fled into •A/ 1 ?; xv^y, and there ^ ^wc- 
coSicealcovyiiiielf during* the perfeci^ion carried on againft dcii. 
y^s family } making ft rong friends among the nobility and m 

people, he novl^eturned home, and laid claim to the crowiv^ 

He fuccecdejl ^happily in alienating the afFedtions of the 
people from Swera^^ that he was already at the head of a 
Alrong party, Swerxb^ perceiving the danger, left no flone 
‘Unturned to draw into h^ quarrel. He made large 

promifes, ufed fupplications, fent prefents, and at length pre- 
vailed fo far, that fent a ftrong body of Danes and 

affiu. under the conduft of Peter ^ 
Jj^amed the Elder ^ of Rofchildf who had been unfor-> 


•» L. vi. 1^^297. 

(A) His firft queen Ingelurga mia. 
dying without iffue, yaldemar brated 
foon after married Dagmar, T 


(daughter to the king 


of nedfe 

Pontan, /. yl 


fhe^nuptia]^ were cele- 
[t Lubec in the year 1 205. 
means he became con- 


nedied with (i). 


tunate 



iSz 


fbe Hijlory ^/.^D^itaark. 

tunate in a battle againft ih^fVandcf^.. Joining forces wl^ 
Swercher^ they gave battle tO ifr/V, ^i^nd after an obl^*’^ 
conflict were totally defeated, ^ith prothgious flaiighte 
number of ofHcers and foidiejs wht-h tne D^es^ li 
great* that tliis.was ihemoft toncrtet' tiflorwa 


y7^<?Da 

jiifh aux/ 
hartet de 
Jcatt'd, 



A. D. 
15 : 09 . 


to a dccilive *jknfortoni 

than the fnrmeA“*.or here^iis airmv ard SKir 

felf 

Valdemar di^li 

already betf.^ Sufficiently puniihed for maintaining the unjuft 
caufe of an jfurper and murdcret^^ In this war it was j'ugj 
pofcd, that not icib. tha^tcfiftecn thoufand Danes^ befides 

t 


mians^ perifhed. ": * ^ '4 

y/lLDEMAR (\^^\\t^ himfelf now to the fortifying his 
frontiers tinent, and improving the new acquired 

'dominioi^*^ it tide. He demolifhed JVittenburg^ and 
greatly t,nhurgh : after which he threw a fine 

bridge / '»'> ‘ .vfin to fouih over the Elbe. But, in the 
burnt to thefq^eirtJiir; ocfts. was intirely burnt dsvwn bwart 

J,ccidc..it, onVfive^hoJTe- ' ’ ’ - 


Lubcc 

burnt to 


A. D. 
1210 . 


Strnlfund 

JounJeJ* 
A. D. 


‘jfcaping the flames; and this ^lart 
of the town went, in triie oi}* i^pf Pontanus^ by the^name 
' the Five Houfes, • \ ' V • ^ j 

N EXT year Valdemar wen^non an »fpet5i^tiosii agaitfft feme' 
pagan nations, inhabiting thc\>anks Vi fl i^ vt^Ji a 

view to eflabliffi theChKiitian religion in thofe b^^rous paVts. 
What fuccefs he met with we know not ; h^he was fooij 
-ecalled, to be prefent at the birth of his eldM fon Valdemar^^ 
who was born this year, and at the nuptjp!?*of his fiftcr with 
king Ertcy whom but a little before h^.'eld as an enemy tt| 
the kingdom. ^ 

About this time was^laid the^foundation of the city m 
Stralfund in Pomerania Royalj oppofite to the ille of Ruge?i» 
Valdemar intended it both as a fortrefs and commercial tojvn : 
nor were his expectations difappointd^* for it 
quented by the Saxons^ and othern^ions, that it foon ro(r fo, 
eminence. An attempt was the following year by Ca^ 
Jimir and Bogijlaus Vto dcftrol^t ; but they were repulfed by 
jaritnar and the inb^bitan^ of Rugen, affified by a body of 
Danes, 7?his yes^ tfiV queen, after being delivered of another 
prjncc named Canutc ^^^^ l oudly lamented ancl fincerely re- 
gretted, both by the Kin§ Tt7>4^eopIe. In memory of her - 
the caftic of Droningholm wasTki^tij t^at nam? importing 
^ueen^s IJland* ‘ ^ 

\ Tw^ 




ranians. 


I^cnmark. 183 

the year 1213, determined upon an expedition A. D. 

oft the Pomeranian^ and with that view arrived in Demtn^ ^215- 
of which hi rebuilt, and fortified in the ftrongeft Voldemar 
f.- /X * I * goes inf tr- 

feat ambaflador^to congratulate-/^" a^ainft 
/ i^perorT^Wmt^fV*’*-^-' -his acceflion, and procure 
wp*^^ately conquered in GVr-^ 
'^.Valdemar prudently 
•to paA ratha^tlian have .feii.^‘»right5>| *'®jr.cd, though it 
Wa.i/,^rb4C.*his1fei|jfilJb^.>fitively re\ ioy^rbarojfa. His 
was granfw ; a f olVidJhft rui-\f n t ^ co,*^ming him in 
mir light, was made out; ano^na ambaiiauv^^ after 

• many diftindlions conferred on them. ^ 

the mean time the Dmijh forces and fleet fc^re making 
tfome pi^refk on the coaft oi' d^merank^ \,\»rfer laying wade 
» gre^ p^t of the country, i^f; jrged in form, and 

takeiC together with a number of other :Jities, towns, and ' 

, fortrefles. Upon this occafion the carl orSj^‘^r.w>aid homage 
.to P^aldemavy and took an oath, that, when cm witfi']pquired • 

^ it, he fliould always have a body of for(%fc>;4s, and ifarch at 
^"iAl commsgid. \ 

archbifliopof Bremen dyi^jf.«*.?*|^cJlL G^r- A. D. 
^%afdj 9 ^burgh was put in by*tht5»4rfpe VATiis 1214. 

•elcdiion bding difagrecablc to th^ p^de, they fei# to biffl^ Bi/pntts 
^ KaldemarJ^ afT^ire him, .1/at, if coiild procure a prop^^^^^y'' 
i^fnd fuffidSnt fc'fcf'io fvpport hira^ they were ready to rccqivc ‘ 

him a'^^'llne’n archbid<op, and ^uld even join him with ail /nj/jof 
the 4^wer could raife, to expel Immediately 

OP* this notice i-^e bifliop applied Finitfelf to Otho^ marquis 
L'randenburg^ the^^ighly oftended with king l^aldemar^ be- 
caufe his fleet l^jacn^ely taken fome forts which he cl^iimcd as 
his right. In confeqlMce of this he lent bifliop Voldemar a 
nymerous corps of auxiJWics, He was like wife allifled by 
Oiho^ depofeu from the in^rial thro^ie by the pope, and dc- 
firous of feeking his revenge in this oppofition. Henry Pala- 
tine joined in th^e confederacy, and v/as the chief infiruincnt 
in thr%k^ of Bremen^ and depofing Ger- 

V 

The pqpe and king Vala^^^erc fired with refentment 
at this tranfaflion. I'h? one an^ematiyd, and the other 
refolved to punifh Valdemar and th^o^ferfrates by more ef- 
fccftual means. Equipping a fleet with aljfpoflTible expedition, 

^he entered the ^Ibe^ and laid fiege toKtade ; the citizens 
laving, contrary to their oatl^J a'n&grAce, received bifhop 
Valdemar. Henry Palatine to the emperor lay 
at fomc diftance with a^onfiderablc oorps, with which he 

N 4 annoyed 
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annoyed the bcficgers, and relieved all poiBble means A 

garrifbn. 

OTHO^ the depofed emperor, believing that 
per opportunity offered ot inva^infr Denmarjfl fiprgeti^i'V 
his obligations <0 king yaldn mrj fi^'^vy 

,XoHumhuyfh^ lo which ficge, in conji^aioilfc.bc: 

his brother //i-wy. 
fiegcis, the 

was cxpeClui i^)proach of and'^^^ 

cmpcior the ft/^ner havinp>'V*^ 

fixty, or, as ce, ofjo^iy thoufand men. CWpj 

Iravini: a flr?4i^-;jSrrifon in llhmburgh^ quitted it with his arm) 
in a pM*('if#aU- maniiLT, not chufing to come to an aftioi; 
with Valdema^ • and perceiving K»rilelf deferred by the Ge^ 
man princes, reri^^*"'‘fty* his claim to the imperial -diadem, 
and retired into d p ivatc Itation, in which he dted iaboul 
three years after. F 

' Tiik on before Valdxmar had 'made any greai 


J iiK on nerore vaiaxmar nan maae any gre 

^progrefs % ‘V ; only Siade received his troops : but ear- 

■\^nklcni:ir Jy in l^iV^aded the Loiver Saxony^ and fubdued al 

iii'vad^^s the coAj'" '■ing to Henry Palatine. Next‘’L'e marcjxf 

the he cl^fely invefted, while theg^- 

foil -\!jblMtl'<jhon makin) 'tf^vigorous refiftance. i^cw^orki 


baxony, 



\ 

17. 


A. D. 

J218. 


Valde- 
marV cx- 
feaiiicn to 
l^jvonia. 


which obliged them to furrend^- at diferdw L^;^ a it#r th^’*}ofs o, 
all their principal officers^ and incredible hardl^^ fuftained. 

Rkturning then 10 Denmark^ he held ^^general dieter 
the ifland of Samfoe^ at which his (on ^*’1dcmar was una. 
nimoufly chofen fucceffor to the throne^-^ Vhcnce he paffec 
into Jtjlandy where the general diet no Icfs unanimous ir 
granting him whatever he required ;^and, to crown the feU 
city of the year, his thkd c^xitcif^^erengaria brought hint a 
young fon, whom they baptized by the name of Eric. 

The following year this young prince wajerowne^ and 
proclaimed king, by the name of |3^rf;wflr IlirnS uuViaic*^^ 
difpures about the fucceffion. coronation was perforo'?'^ 

at SUfwick^ in prefence of y^Hnity of people of<-alI ranks, 
who flocked from frvery qu^cer of the kingdom to behold the 
folemnity. \ ^ 

About this Wtr^Valdunar received advice, that the Z/- 
vonians^ afiifted by M ufcoviies.. Lithuanians^ and othei 
northern barbarous nations, H^Jdriven from their habitations 
all thofc who had embraced Cmiflianity, and taken an oath 
of allegiance to the crown of Denmh^k. Fitting out a power- 

^ ■ “lul 
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fleet, lie immediat^ fet fail for that country, with a re- 
lation to puni(h th^ infraction of the treaty fubfilling be- * 
h fhe two naticMR. He was no fooner landed in Livonia ^ 

Jhis tro3jte were fei:wd with a panic, at the fight of fuch 
as they faw siflemblcd on the 
^taiiSt ffis faid king himfelf was fomewhat 

fpcilacle as a prodigious 
i.i wSjhling wild bcafts than 

•..J“humanypcci^^ but, encourag ed by ^^ifliops of Lunden 

him of victory r Jile he was fight- 
iyeg the caufe of Chriji^ Tiv.jjTgde a i v»rt fpet.^^vto the foldiers, 
ordered public layers to be*' read bctWt^»'^!^e ranks, and 
then marched with intrepidity againft the ene^^Ay. After a 
Warm conflict the ftandard was circumflance 

that Jiipirijfd the troops, give way; until 

hc^enf fays Pontanus^ was' pieaieo |o lend down another 
ftandard. Upon this they rallied, attacked the confederatr//^ j.^^^^^ 
barbarians with aftonifliing rc?folution, and '•<'>fwithfl:andiDg 
tfieir prodigious numbers, overthrew them with vincrediblb covites 
(laughter. The hlitorians of thefc and ijter them and thei^ 

a variety of marvellous which allits* , 
Stiend^O'^JJj^atflft AmoiQg^thc^ 

ESBhr»jj.y« mden retired duWn^^^sifaCtionao wadjaow hill, 
where, L'.th uplifted hands nc ^lured forth prayers n^the 
A\m\g\m0S%9^aldemar\ luccefs ' While his hands were h^K 
up lo^j^ven, and the ferven^ of praya* continued, thopene- 
my tonfl ntlv 2 "' - way ; bjjlT on the lAft remiflion of the 
biihop’s aV;ocion, they in" their_turny^Sufhed theZ><7wx; both 
armies fluCt.^;ting backward andmrward, like the wavcs,J 
fays ouphiftorL^i?, on the fea-lliore, according to the prelat^a 
fervour and ae^l V petitioning the Supreme Being ^ 

This fignal viaVy was obtained near the fortrels of Fal- 
dernary fo, called fron:' Voldemar^ in memory of thiy glorious 
'event, by which the go'^pel was tonce more redored among 
this rude and ignorant people (A). 

Jiow" potent and flourifliing the kingdom of Denmark was 
»uWmi?ilne," appears f fm a kind of eftimate of the revenues 
jwifing from the tributa.-h^orovinces, or thofe countries con- 

Pontan, p. y.g, 

traditl/ns t)f igncwance, and 
pioi«« 'frauds of the churchmen, 
whTcK' it would be unncccflary 
to expofe in this more enligh- 
tened age, 

flucre4 \ 


(A) We w^l not fpend time 
with Pontanus in examining into 
the truth of the ccleftial Any 
dard, and the effefts 
faiflion’s nravers : thc& are the 
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j quered hy Voldemar^ and of the ftanding forces of the who|( 

kingdom. I'his curious account Phtafius extraded frw 
a writer of thcfe days, who ct^iied it exatftly 
end force Ri^^'chment rcsiftcr kept by Nicholas Jiilde\ a I'oi^f ftewWj^ 
•/'Den- Faldemar. Frojii the provinces 
mark* lafts of oats, twenty- four b^5«0f^rjfe, and n^lS 
of wheat ; together wi thirteen 
nine of honey, twen^:pS-^yjj?ir:»;rlBre«jT^wid¥<dfflie‘e 
hundred hogs, ar.’,'‘j.V^^him(ketrmarks of coi^d m/ncy. ito 
was the certainj;:*Venue ; fo which 

fum from advei.t mous citttimftat Kg s^^Tuch ashlies, forfeitures, 
taxes on law-/^X^.'itj'plcadingsfwith a variety of othei con- 
tingencies ; Jlhe whole amounting to an hundred thoiifand 
marks a da^, or twenty-three mij^ons feveii hundred and 
thirty thoufand jJCv * ana, f. lum fcarce credible ip thefe 
days, and which 6bkv:F'urV6 think, that we hauiTa'jther 
. -taken the mark at too high a value, or that jyitjAd's reguler 
gr(jatly exagge^-^^es the account 

WiTHlViis revenue were kept for conftant fcrvice fourteen 
* hundred Igreat ar^f^jall fhips for the king’s l/c, each of 

which, 5^ catried one hundred and /^yenty-on^j 

foldiers, "^.^^he'^total of ftandmg forc:*i, i)eudv;s » giifons; 
amotn^'^?o oi??.hui$J!Ta*aW fv!iy-nine thouhmd lou; .ItuHd^' 
fighv/ng men?' Such was %e' prodigious wealth and boceno^ 
o*'\tiis kingdom in thcrrcig^f PaldemarH, if wee to cre- 
dit t^p accounts of encemporai^wr iters ^^nd yet wc Siift ob- 
ferve, that at this cime it wa^^reatly fabgnfronwis lo.mer 
fplend(u, when the croW^is of England^ Norway^ 

X were annexed to that of I^cnmark (B). 

A. D. ^ ^ From tlie year 1218 to the prefent yeap; nolhjng nic- 
1223, morable happened, befides a remarkable which our 

author calls a malignant Oar, that forcb^R;d many calamities 
to the Nor:h, in which quarter it appcp cA, The rife of thcfe 
is varioufly related : Crantz^s fays, Ulat Henry earrof Sweria^* 


whom we have called Henry Palatine^ defirous of effecting a 
perfeft reconciliation with Valdemar^ obtained a paflport, ^nd 
WTnt to wait on the king at RoJchUd^jfc\^\ VcddctflBlf^^cJ^V^^ 
terms which be deemed too hard unreafonablc, he tqu^ 
the refolution of putting him lp.sreath, or fpiriting ^im off, 
for whigb purpofe he had kep^velTel, /eady to hoift fail at a 

^^PoVtanTI. vj. p, 306, 

(B) This effimate wasV^de plicit faith in It, though wo 
in the year 1221, and is m fo thj^ it fo curious as to defervo 
extraordinary a nature, that we a piHp in our hiftory, 
canpo( expeft the reader’s* im- 


ininute’|^> 



rbe^ Hifti 

^tc*$ warning; tha^ 

n met on his return j^y . 


Denmark. ,jy 

tis majefty, bein^ one day hunting, ,, , . 
Henry, whom he invited to his tent, 


uno/^UKin 

my 

iic (J.^rifipn, 


jjfngny 
Sj^uWic dViltt 

VUITFEID 


ly, that., expofing this great prince 

he (hut Itim up'>^^p^ifoner in the callie of 


capttvi^m 


!!) a^gns a diftericnt refcnU 

f.S jRi<^ /*«ai ^ to the 

eifhis beauti/iil wife ai:^ childr'^^undcr the pro- 
:are of ^aldeni^^. The a widower. 


•"TCttt JSK. Hg Ta^ys that. H 
Holy Land, lef^ his beau 


teAion and care of yaldenSfi^. The ? Vw a widower, 
^was ftruck with the perfonal qualities of Henryk ^ife, and ac- 
^ cordingly debauched her ; however, Pontanus a^gns a variety 
of rcalbns why greater creU'^^ is due,;tj:* *^.„liifmer relation, 
In thiSi^niSiement the great f continued for three 


yeaf^, accouing to the moft authcntil: documents of thefc 
times i thoulh, from a (nonody quoted by Pontanus^ his im- 
* piifonment would feem to have lafted for upward ' of eigKf 
years. Allphis time Denmark was in tinie npft diftracted fitua- 
'^ion. VoJ/^ar was equally beloved an^.;^^eOTei by his 
A*, /ir® .rUt 


^ WAS kjv.iv#vvu Airy uy iJia 

him byTor'?,?. \tney not 
• np^he^jJWi^rueliy of fueV n\f;i^e^e fol- 

l({^ed. libe higheft ranloms w^ olFcred fijf his lifil^iy j 
.but thaAtjeachcrous prince was tScxojable. At length 
'biihopSf^objlitVi'' and people, j^tned with one voice in geti- 
tionipg, the interceflion of tWemperor Fuderick II. A diet 
of the imppfi^i itates met of confequeiice ; and Valdcmar might 
have been It |it liberty, if he cTrnKif-navc been brought to re- 
linquilh Ijis late ,ypnqueft«. But to this he would give no ear : 
his life, he faid^vw only valuable while it was ufeful to his 
people ; and ihould^e confent to part with conquefts which 
had cod fo much blobd and treafure, his fubjedls would have 


httle reafon* to wiOi for ':iis liberty^ at the price of fuch an 
indignity to the crown of Denmark, At length, however, 
this noble obdinacy was overcome by the intreaiies of his fub- 
- • ifbilffren, who reprefeiued the calamitous date of the 
^i^p gdom ; fhe opportune . ?sod'ered to ambition and treafon ; 
the Jodes^confequent on th^\*i?cjncy of the throne, infinitely 
more pernicious to the*people l, jan the fevered terms the ene- 
my could impofe ; with a varietj^^f otlytV arguments, which 
operated op the mjnd of this great prince, j)ecaufe they had 
the appearance of public goo^. The terms were hard, but— 
they were thp bed that pould be prpeuted. Voldemar was fet / 

at liberty for a prodigious rinfom in money, for reJinquifliing^^y^^ 
Holfleln^ Sw^rin^ HamLjargb^ ^(1 the. plb^r towns and for- 

trpflc? 
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trcITcs on either fide the Elbe ; an^^fiftly, tor iweanng up; 
' lemnly to maintain this compulfive 4 jontra£l, and nevei^ 
• enter on any meafurcs to punifli Henrj\^ or any of 
A. D. princes who had fo treacheroufly combined aga/^ft him.® jjl? 

1226. treaty was figned on the twe nty 

jng to ; after whiclfTBKokhg returrttJd^hKne 

folate, enraged, but monr^than ev^^Ioved bf 
who now became the fKblji3^<y-4Jl^Ms 

virtues, by this|^''’.^' If adverfity. J 

Previous t^ie king’s releafe, the'li«i&«f'tl¥jfcaifcf^ii^^ 
which he hadA%queree^ before gxjd ance the late king’s death, 
were bufied recovering their rights, which they had com- 
pletely effeired before thev ventured to fee him at .liberty^ 
yllbert earl ^i^Qrlemiindj Faldemar*s lieutenant in thefe parts, 
endeavoured td'*tt^.^'^j^.lhcm.* lihd for that purpofe raifed 2 
number of forces, wfi'h 'vfrnfih he gave battle to- thO'e^^my, 
but with a fortune no way proportioned to his ; 4 al and lidc- 
lity. After thk viftory they eafily recovered the whole coun- 
try they loft, and obtained an oath of allegiance from the 
inhabitants. t ^ 

Such \y^i,;lTc^Miation of the Danijh provinr/^i-^ Germat^ 
at this ’?.\n ipMoYtui;ei 

f he City ef enA^ ^^'he nr^V-’ifh the imaginary' ffew,^mw^icf 

Lubec rtf- th '^neighbcLring flaies Ihd recovered, entered up^'n a fo#rei 
WtfJ. « ^ l&gotiation with the e»’np(^ Frederick^ about ofF the 

Da ifl) yoke. Thefr meafurec were taken fo prudei^riy, thai 
the citadel was fciAed, and ihw^anljh garrifojjjnade prtfonerS; 
before they had the Ica^t intimation of the in^f'.tion of thi 
citizens, who aflembled hfTAer pretence of ch>\ing new ma- 
giflratcs on the ufual day. In order to priced!: them againf 
the confcqucnccs of this revolt, they had*?!r\t figned a treat) 
of alliance with Albert of Saxony^ and^all the neighbouring 
princes, who engaged in this confedrracy at the inftance 01 
the emperor, then upon Had term^ with Faldemar^ and cage: 
to extend the influence of the imperial crown. All thefe cir- 
cumftances, together with the difputed election of Nichola 
Siigoih, chofen bifhop of Rofchiid* much agamft 
inclination, determined him to V A about for means to^liX 
engage himfelf from thefe tief ^^rid incumbrances, fo irkfomt 
to a prince of his fpirit. The Ynethod in which he had been fpi 
riteiaway into captivity ^.^as infamous ; the conditions upoi 
which hewas rek;afeJ, oppreflive ; the oath he had taken no 
to feck revenge, altogether compulfive ; the rWolt of the Lu 
heckers^ a frefli provocation ; and this election of the bi(ho| 
of Rofchild^ a flagrant indignity and open defiance of his au 
tbority. Without havin;^ recourfe toe what was thought thi 

fuprcmi 
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E e power, invcftfd by the Almighty! in the pope, to 
from oaths an^ engagements, it would be no difficult 
lo acquit Fal^mar upon the principles of rcafon, for a 
of a c!^tra£t lO iniquitous and fhamcful. This at lead 
2 iaid>*^atj;/' asTil^P'incc was cxcufa^Ie for an infrac- 
a^^ol^?iif I Treaty, couiunied by oath, Voldemar's con- 
lw^^j(pay •certainly, admit of foiV^ palliation. He appliefl 
jgKftr.pon/*, yvas abfiifvcQ'r*»?v,» ^-is r/ ;;o:ements, raifed a gicat 
limy, and^nterad Holjlcinvfxih all the T/.f “^tment of a prince 
n^^^?*}vjn)ared.. ^£er/.ing upon Idjhoa^ and ;per places in this 
lutchy, he gave them up»to be pluVJered bj /he foldiers, and 
hen laid ihSn in alhes. Leading his army b* /Ic to Bornhohn^ 
le was met by the bifliop of Lubecy the areffbi^op of Bre- 
nm^ Albert of Saxony<^ the duke of Ho-fleirty the earls 
jf Swerin^ Oldenburg^ 2 .i&^^^ieckUnbv \^ feveral other 

jr^rj/ 2 «r^pri|ices, at the head oi u'pil. ^igious army. A battle 
ara^ foughwith incredible fury, and with fuch terrible flaugh-r. 
ter on bothVides, that the fhields and helmets of the foldiers, 

:6 ufe an^xpreffion of our author, floated in lil-'od. I'beValdemar 
;vent wasllong doubtful, until AWrf47/^7r.pnhappiIyVeccivcd 2 . 1 ^ dtfeai^d. 
wound .ipeihe eye, which foiced him to |L.* field. His 
troops ^ tlh'.'r *y;4i^rch, gave 


y, a total 


tal rout chicfjy o\;'»|g to ^Itrong 

£MGfiiif$ment of frefli troops, ^hich the K^ght 

up to filjp'^rr.the enemy. ^ • ' » 

In fhis unfoVtunate cngagctnent VaUerrAr loft an cy<j; ’ 
bed troops w'ere deftroyed,^^ his moft^experienced generals 
killed or tai^n prifoners ; boWlc was’^not difmayed. On the 
contrary, he /■eturned to Denmark'^ cbllcfled his fcattered army, j 
and be^n mai;{fig new levies with fo much vigour, that f f 
next fpringiic^<^ the field with a more formidable power 
than before. Bou^afmics encamped on the opp6rite Tides of 
the Elbe \ but the rcircmBbance of the laft battle made them 
equally dread a frefli Jrial of cQurage. Voldemar laid fiegc 
again to Idftioa ; but the enemy’s approach obliged him to 
rclinquifli it. He then entered the country of 

laid waftc, a^ rendered a pcrfcdl defart. Return* 


ing then through th^^.Norihern Holjlein^ he fet fire to the 
whole ^country, and rctlVc^ to Denmark^ with intention to 
augOQcnt his power, *and end ..he war by fomc dccifivc ftroke. 

During his abfence, feized upon Lawen- 

burg and Molnoy and laid fiege lo Lajuenburg^ which the gar- burgyirr- 
rifon defended with fuch obftinacy, that duke Albert w2ls renders ta 
forced to enter upon a negotiation with them. He propofed,r^^ enen^^ 
therefore, fetting Albert eail of Orlemund at liberty, who was 
for many years detained a prifoner» in Szverin, provided they 

would 
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would furrender thC town $ but the brave garrifbn Would 
. cept oF no terms without the confent of their king ; and 
that purpofe fcnt to Valdemar For inftru6lA^ns.' The k^n^ 
eager to procure the rcleafe oF earl Alhnt \ hynvas lik<wi 
apprehenfive that the garrifon could bdd duCyHUj 
in a condition 'to relieve thepyr«it was tnere^e bis 
that they (hould capitulate on the heft terms iw their I^ow^^ 
Accordingly LawenhurvrjdL% fiw?e^':^.wd7^he garj^ifon jypr^qtF 
out with military Ji]^yjUrSf and Albert oF Or^mune^ was fv( ft 
liberty, after a l^g imprifonment, in v^’nich h*' 
with the moft cpjel feverity (A). ^ 

After this^anfadion Valdethdr would feem to havedropt 
all intention of purfuing revenge. For the two fucceeding 
years, we find ^o warlike preparations going on ; nor yet was 
there any treaty Foot for gr';gencral peace. It is pof- 
Valdemar ftblc that the unfortun^v^ his Fon Valdcmal^ ac- 

kiUedby an cidcntally at a party of hunting, might have brok j h"*** refdtu- 
aeadenu indeed, this is the caufe aFcribed hilforians 

fpr his indolence, though it did not happen until thc^year ia3]:« 

As foon as the pubUc grieF w’as in fome meafire Fubfidcd 
for the death oF^^ fyince fo amiable as the Y^ww^^Memar^ a 
diet afleml;>leu the fucceflj^vu* '*'?yrAV5Lii|;s } j|bfly', th« 

fecond cBofCi. unpuainous conlent p-v:^his 

ronad^n perr^^fmed with ^ic fame fulcmnities obrdpvjd.i^ 
of his brother. ImiT\diately upon this provif pn was 
/..ade for all the otl^cr male^hildren, by ^alfigm& them 
certairt government®, with a y.nd of fupreme autrority* 
AbeU the fecond fon, v/as created duke of Southern Jut^ 
landy and Canute^ the third -fon, held Blekingv/jin the lame 
^jtles and authority. No fooncr was Mel in;f;iiied with the 
enfigns of his place, than he began afliduf^ly to cultivate 
the triendfhip of AdApbus duke of Holuein^ By marrying 
his daughter, without any regard to the injuries he had 
done his father, and the quarrel f.bfifbing between them. 
Ambition was the motive *for this alliance : he refented 
the preference given to his brother Eric^ and refolved to 


Hts fon 


(A) To this Albert it was libert^% though with little re^ 
that the king had given the go- fon,.\is Hamburgh has fince been 
vernment of Hamburgh which forced te acknowledge** the fo- 
ciiy he fold to the inhabitants ^vereignty of the dukes of Hoi- 


when he found himfelf qeferte»^* 
by the Honest and httrd preffed 
by the duke of Holjtein. This 
event they call tlie a:ra of their 


Jlein, llefides, it may be urged, 
that Albert had np right to dif* 
pofe of a city of which he was 
only governor (l). 


(1) P9nt, /. VI. 


firengthen 
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j^ngthcn Ills owrf intercft, with a view tMlaiai thecrowri at 
hp father's deceafe. Eric and his friends were aware of his ^ 
Ci^figns, and, in ordpr to counteract them^ propofals of mar* 
f ia^e i^ere n\ade to ^noaughter of the duke of Saxony^ to whom ^ 
was manjed in the year 1237 (A). Either marriage was 
to yaidemar^^*y\G tathers of boA ladies having 
^s'ligbeen hi«;bictere{t enemies ; and he prognofticated the ei- 
•)c£h which muft ne*’/tnariiy attend alliances fo unnatural. 

H^trctfr however, to the 'Lubecktrs m;de him enter into a 
treiky with , who had quarrelled with them. The L„bec 
.king riot ’only, reinforced him with a ftreng body of land- 
forces, but like wife Tent a feet up the Trave^ blocked up the 
mouth of the river with ftrong chains and booms to prevent 
any fiiccout^ being fent into the city, and engaged Adalphui to 
lay clofe fiege to if b}-*!ard, while his fleet efted it on the 
fide of the .driver. I'hc partfrul^rs of v.iis fiegc we knovir not, 
only that iJie Lubeckers^ finding themfelvcs hard prefled fur 
want q^^^rA ifions, were bufied in altering the channel of the 
river, whci^a large fleet of their merchantmen arriving fear 
fonabfy wifli a faU wind, broke the chains, fupplied the gar^ 

! rifon, andSvas probably the occafion ot rj^fing the fiege; al- 
though the^’^/A^Tijftorians aferibe it to ioY«e*other views, 

,\x^n vtVJxc^^fldenfai^ and retired. W'vit'^»^hefc dc- 
fig.is are not told ; thhugh wc arc leii loom ibdcon- 

j^l!trie,Uhat a war which happcced between 
A/iny^ijpNiibt/ut this time, was the dccafion of Valdemarhy, ^ ^ 
wiihdrs wing his forces. But jf this war neither knoW the 
caufe, the particulars, or th5 event, y ' ^ * 

King Erlc^ in his Annals of Denmark^ takes notice of a ^ X) 
great war carried on by Voldemar this year m Lhonwy in '1230. 
which a prodigies army of Mufeovites was defeated, a number ^ 
of towns taken, aod almoft the w’hole country fubdued under 
the dominion of the crown of Denmark* I'he royal writer is, 
however, fo concife in hij relations, that we know little more 
than that there was a war, which* terminated fortunately to 
Voldemar. 

Having put an end to thefe foreign tumults, which had 
l^’Jrained the kingdom men and money, the king now ap- 
plied himfelf to the fram«ng of laws, encouraging induflry, 

• • 

(A) The abbot of calls King Eric*% Chronicle, which 
this lady a daughter of the m^l be deemed the mod un- 
duke of Anhalt. Some other doubted autAority, *aflerts that 
writers fay, fhe was daughter fhe was daughter to Albert of 
to the duke of Lunenburg ; but Sax»ny (i). 


(1) pQfitan, f. 31S. 
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and eaiing the fubjeS from the weight of P.ie heavy taxes . 
ceflarily impofed to fupport the honour of the crown, and (^"4 
indignities put on the whole kingdom. For t)iis purpofq a ^ 
general diet was held at Verdenburg^ ana*a new body hf lavi^^ 
‘ framed out of the Imperial, civil, and canon laws, each 'c^^ 
which had before been ufed in dig/^nt parts o^ «theiLmgdojn.«* 
Upon this occafion were fettled the rights of the prince 
people, and all circumftances cnmixrJ, civil, and ecclefiaftn 
cal ; fo that from this time we may da'le the origin^bf that 
conftitution, which fubfified until the great ^-evolution id the 
year 1665. It mull be efteemed very extraordinary, confi-’ 
dering the importance of this body of laws, that no writer 
has preferved a- copy of them, or even related their contents 
in a fummary way ; and that they fliould have fr^isfied- them- , 
felves with acquainting pofterity •ih^'y-wAc wife, wholc- 
fome, and a greater ornament t6 VaUemar than •’ll the noble 
tranfaftions of his reign. Such is the manner i^» which they 
fkim over the moft remarkable and important 4 veM^ in the 
jidnals of this country, probably for no other re^ bn than the ^ 
trouble which would attend confulting the rrigin.^' archives. 

VALDEMAR^\i'!A now attained an r*:-vancqf‘ age. He 
had feen |iis*Ti:?ngdom raifed to the hi^l)cftv^c|^^)f glory and 
power, ^Af6*^igh his S' vn merit into the 

dec^'.it from an accident which only affedft** his p^r- 

; but that fully demonftrated of what importance: itlS'tr »•- 
lues were to the good of the nation ; and now he fa/^ it again 
reftored to peace,,, tranquillity, good order, and feh<'ity, by 
means of his prudence, diferetion, and moderation. Thus 
fatiated with eftcem, glory, and worldly grandeur, this great 
prince refigned his lalt breath in the month of y^r/V, 1241, 
leaving his unhappy people a prey to the arybitious’ and un- 
natural contentions of his children. ' 


j 

S e'c T. VII. 

Containing the TranfaSIions cf Denmark down. . to 
the Tear I " 

ERIC V. furnamed P L 0 d - PE NNI NG. 

N O fooner w:re the laft obfequies paid to the memory of 
the late glorious monarch, than his ron'£rrV, fome years 
before chofen his fucceilbr, mounted the throne at the age of 
twenty-five. Canute, his brother, by the fame father, was at 
3 this 
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ttuRTtime governor'- and duke of BUiiug :.hc foon pofleiled 

and in time acquired the power and title of djkeof^fie«W 
fblftria. Ah^ hb full brother, was duke of Sltftoick and all divifuns 
•Stuth Jutland and C^iftaphtr bf Faljlre. Bcfides thefc 
iSmcei^ each of the brothers had their fcparate fortunes af- mark. 
\ign^4itfin, iiTdcpcndeiit 'of each other; a 'regulation the 
n?>ft wrbneous of F^ldemar'a reign, though intended for the, 
biutuai good cif all his children, among whom he endeavoured 
to fliarc h'Is affcaijn equally. Each polTcffing a fovereign in- 
dependency, a rivalfhip enfued. It made room for intrigue; 
and all the engines of ambition, which foon fupprefled every 
emotion of brotherly loVc. Abel, even in his father’s life- 
'time, wholly eftranged himfelf from his family, and united 
^ofely with fcs wife’s friends, the moft inveterate foes of hiS 
own bl oQ^ 

^ What firft gave occafion for an open rupture was a de- rrar eom^ 
fign Eric let In foot to recover all that country north of the /fienced. 
^Ibe, j(^Sju|ly extorted from his father in exchange for his ’A. D. 

~~ uin was comprehended in this diftridf; atul, IS42. 

)t on"’/ the fon-in-law of ^dolphus IV. of Hel- 
(luar^iC-.h of his children, ftnee that prince's te- 



\rcat into a 




-thought himfelf ob'iged, in 
iid their lights. W;^ this vieiv fi 


honour 

intcreiT ..’v adefend^ their lights. thls^ietv llruck 

fn s’.ir^e with the archbifhop of Bremln, othA' 'an- 
.->/t'foes ]s> his father. He refufed all the equitable propc)-',^ . 
oJfcfiib/iiV/V ; and, by the fpriiig of the, year 1247., brouj;hi-‘':j^ 
matters to fuch a crifis, that they were ripe for an open rup- 
ture. Crantziiis, indeed, contrary to -the tcftimony of all 
other writers, feems to lay the blame on Eric ; for he aferibes ^ 
the fubfequent war to the violence ufed againft the Lubeckers, 
who were !i(hing#p the coafts of Zealand, whither they were 
carried prifonerf, and detained. To revenge thi? infult, he 
relates, that Abel fitted out a fquadron, with which he' at- 
tacked Haffnia (now Copenhagen), and, after demoHlhing it, 
retired with a gteat booty. Pontanus, however, with more 
reafon, attributes the whole to the ambition of Abel, and the 
inftigation of his wife’s faends : an account perfcdtly con- 
fiftent with the chafaciers of both princes ; for nothing could 
be more moderate, juft, and prudent, than the whole con- 
dua of Eric, or more %he reverfe of this than the meafures 
of the hot-headed Abel. 

ERIC, finding his brother dear to all 41s rempnftrances, 
iraifed an army? equipped a fleet, and ]»t>dcd his men near 
the promontory of Eldenez. Nor was Abel \efa vigilant ; for 
here he met him with a power not inferior. Both 
were ready to come to an aaion, bad not feme mutual friends 
Mod. Hist. Voi.. XXXII. O inter- 
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ji peace intcrpofed, and by their good offices happily effedled i cofl^ 
concluaed^ for that time» on this condition, that the young 

heinveen r princes of Holjlein (hould be brought h.|nie from Paris ^ and^ 
Eric and the management of their own anairs Committed to t^em«i' 
Abel. All the allies on«either fide were comprehended in this, treaty', / 
i^nd the fore, which had for years difuniied the difFcrenbfftrcy ‘ 
of Valditnar*s kingdom, was fuddenly-fkinned oyer by the art 
of ilate- empirics, who had neither honefl) nor ability pf6be it 
to the bottom, and remove the original cauferof the-diforder. 

The young princes of Hofftein being now returned home^ 
to the great joy of their fubjeAs, the guardianfhip was taken 
out of Abel's h^nds \ yet, though this bone of contention be- 
tween him and Eric was taken away, there ocqiirred another 
A. D. handle of dii'putc. iS'm dcmandeiLhx>in^gc.f»^ the dutchy of 
1 244. Slejwhk, which Abel pofitively refufed, claiming it-^-y an in- 
U'ur re- dependent fovereignty. Hoftilities commenced ivoon this, ana 
m 'perpetual incurfions were made into each othee’s^^'^j'ritorics^ 

t^veen the* Shfwick w^s invaded by the elder brother, anbthe jX^Ungf* 
hroihtrt. retaliated by making defeents on the 'Hands ; ‘bu* 

before the end of the'year this irregular and pira leal ivar wa 
terminated by the intcrpoiltion of fome med^o(s, who wc/e 
well difyoild to both^arties. 

I'jfWas ah^-iut the clofcof the year 1246, tfiat*i!!^'"/Wcf<^lved 
tq/cvenge tfie infults which the Lubeckers had <orft»M*ted 
!l*^^ainft his father and himfelf. As they were comp?'’'- 
^fer ' Jed in the late tfeaty between him and Abely heWauP'ho 
formal declararioh’of Jhis intention ; but ordered their ftiips to 
be feized wherever they w^ere found, and fent ^ fquadron up 
the Trave to block up the city, and ruin their commerce. 
The Lu- Thefe merchants, m their turn, made defeents on the coafts 
beckers of Denmitrk \ and having the addrefs to^engage the princes of 
make de- Holfieln and archbiHiop of Bremen in their quarrel, brought 
/cents on ^ peace before any decifive blow was ftruck, 

I/enmark. udfe monarch not clrufing to involve himfelf in another 
quarrel with the German princes. 

No fooner had he terminated this quarrel than the difpute 
with Abel was renewed. Canute and ^Chrifiophery the two 
younger brethren, joined with Abel in remfing homage to 
Ericy and he, in his turn, iniifling uppn it, both fiies had re- 
coiirfe to arms. Abel iiril commenced hoftilities by making a 
dcfcent in Fioniety huxnxngJ^Othonia^ the capital of the ifland, 
and feizing upon Saneburgy which he claiiqcd as his right, 
A- and accordingly garrifoiied with a ftrongbody of troops. Eric 
arriving foon after with his army before the place, took it, 
laying the whole in alhes. Afterwards making a dcfcent in 
Faljiriay and the dqniihions of Cbrijlopher^ he obliged him 

acknow^r 
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Acknowledge his fovcrcignty. This advantage was fucceedei 
by another ; for he took Canute prifoner, and confined him in* 

• the caile of Stigenf from whence he was delivered by the# 

Lulffck (left, whichrook and deftroyed the fortrcls. 

an<^ his afTociates carried on the, war by fca with 
grHfr^i^ur ; while the king, calling in the Fcmdah as auxi- 
liaries, entved Holjiew^ took Oldenjloa^ and obtained a vaft 
boo(y; •* Canute ?^na^hr ‘tflopher leized upon all South Jutland ; 
and*theif invefttng the city of Rtf en^ foon became matters 
•both’ of it .and the citadel, making EfJAl the bifliop with all 
his children prifoners. Eric^ on the other hand, got pofuT- 
fiQTXot Laaland^ Falflrla^ and all the other territories of Cbrif^ 

^ topher^ who broke his engagen.cnts with the ting; to which 
he added BIcking and Canute^s dutchy of Schomn^ annexing 
y them’^diKo his crown. Tnus the war was.purfued with great 
1 animofu)^, nut without any dccifivc blow, for the whole year. 

At thcji»pfe|Of thc^campaign a truce was agreed upon, and fomc 
Vpisrtihu ovcj^ures were made towards an accoiiimodation ; *but 
[MKe truce t«as (hort, and all endeavours to work a rcconciliti- 
|tion inefFc(iuaI. The young princcs^ad aliviiatcd the afl'cc- • 
tions of a gv^at part of the nobility, clergy, and people fiom 
the king, ' .’his n.«Nie tnc.n the more iiidifterci.r a peace, 
ard adch^vTnew fuel to the flames of war ;«fo that, caily in the 
yATi-ipr ng, it was renewed with redoubled vigour. Di.\mmk 
^as rent’ with civil divifions and external enemies. The 
MAvlTharraflcd the coafts with their (hipping ; and Erk hacr*' 
his revengeV by means of t^e Vanduh* ravaged HJjicin^ 
until they were defeated hy ytbcL However, the mutt (ignal 
advantage was gained by the king in perfon, who gave 
to his brother Canute^ defeated, and made him prifoner. Alter- 
wards he fuddenty attacked Flenfourg^ at that time a very opu- 
lent mart, fet fire to the town, and laid it and*all the neigh- 
bouring country in aflies. He had now got two of his bro- 
thers in confinement; a fuccefs* which only incrcaied the 
number of his enemies, and irritated the nobility agdintt him. 

This determined him to fet Chrijlopher at liberty, on no other 
condition than that he fifbuld pay him homage, and acknow- 
ledge his fovcrcignty. Chrijlopher readily accepted the terms, 
was reletfed, and became his brother’s vaflal. He even at- 
tended him in a fudden irruption he made into Holjhin^ 
while the diet of that dutchy fat ;ifrom whence, after burning 
the town, he parried a great number of tife nobility prifoners 
into Denmark^ all of whom were ranfomed at a high price. 

Next he defeated the Lubec fleet in the Soundy alter taking TieLuhet 
four of their {hips, and dettroyingan equal number. At lh\z fleet de^ 
time be had *givea inftrudions to Henry Meldorpy gps^tnm/eaied, 
k O a of 
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of Rendefburgy to felze the firfl; opportunity of AheV^ abrene# 

' to make an irruption into SlefwicL His orders were pun£tual- 
,^]y executed, and Tome of the chief cities and fortreiTcs taken 
by furprizc.' Efchil^ the bithop, was likewife pu/ii(he4» by . 
the lufs of fomc^valuable effects, for having qharigf;d.Tt^^t 
and taken part with Abel^ thiough the influence or>thour j!h- 
bTfhop of Bremen, In a word, all Slefwick was ^bdued, al- 
moff as foon as entered, by means of th^ active* and-dgilant 
Henry y reputed one of the beft oifleers in thc'lervir^ of Den^ 
mark. 

This ferics of good fortune did not long continue. Abel^ 
the two princes of Holjhin^ and the archbifliop of Bremen^ 
took vigorous meaiures for the recovery of Slejivick, .A nu-- 
mcrous army was railed, the Danes driven out, and almoff 
M Jutland laid waUe ; however, the enemy were ^iced to. 
jctrcat with precipitation, on advice that Eric Wj s friarching 
with an army of Zealanders to attack them* y 

In the mean time Gerhard^ the archbiOiopof I'remen^ 
and in his room was chefen Hildclald,, a prelate .j.vho did riot, 
fo fanguinly embrace *ihc caufe of AheL Thei : were not 
wanting fome friendly mtcliators among the Ge -man prince^ 
connected by marriage to the rival • brothers, vf o wdfbcd to 
fee this unnatvral, war, fo ruinous to the fubjeC’l^^'nded *n 
an ^nicablc a manner. Jf^m marquis of Br(4ndentia’g\'mi^^ 
10 S,>l)h:a the king’s i'llicr, the duke of Lunenburg^ antt'* 
' AlbeiJt of Stixeny intertfted themfclvcs in a particular maffuci : 

hut Eric was obfrin^ite in demanding homage, ;#nd Abel no 
Ids pofitivc in refufing it, fo that the war went on in (pitc 
‘ of all endeavours to terminate it by the moft friendly rc- 
monfl ranees. 

A r length Sold/.a,^ the marchionefs of Brandsnhurgy at that 
time fiir advanced in her pregnancy, undertook a journey to 
Dewnark^ hoping by her prcfcnce to work on the minds of her 
brothers ; but flic was taken with the pains of labour at 
Flenjlarg^ where fhe mifearried and died in a few days. This 
circumhancc, with the wife conduct of the bilhop of Lunden^ 
at Lift terminated their diftcrences^ipon the following terms. 
Treaty of independent, but paid homage for 

fence con- Jutland, Camitc was reflored to^his domiiiionc, which 

chided. be was to hold upon a feodal tenure. Each fide was to in* 
demnify the lofl'es fuftaiiKjJ by the other. All the allies of 
either fide were comprehended in this treaty ;^?nd laftly, the 
king and Abel ratified it not only by a written agreement, a 
folemn oath, but by twenty hoftages mutually exchanged. 
Morciiver it was flipulated, that whatever party fliould be 
guilty of the fljghtcft hafradlion of fo folemn a convention. 
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•the hoftages fliould have the free liberty of joining themfcives 
^ to the oppofite fide. Towards the clofc of the year the treaty* 
was fd!emnly flgn^, fealed, and executed ; upon which alh 
Dt^markyung with joy, and the moil riotous expreffions of 
^tsfsiAion took place of the mirery«aiid wretchednefs 
' tnar^e^tWhere prevailed. , 

^JiCXT \ar a dictVas held at RofchlU^ in which the king, jy 
in a labfcim^araffgue, exprclled his eager ddirc of propa^ 1240.* 
gatihg^^rchnftian faith among the barbarous nations of the 
!kthc expediency of reclaiming all the foimerpof- 
feflions of ^'nmark in Livonia^ and along the frontiers of 
RuJJia^ which had been loft amidft the late ewii commotions. Or/^i/iy 
■ The diet giving their aflent to his propofal of undertaking ZT\fhfr-pen* 
expedition thither, he then laid before them the exhaufted or 
l^nncffiTutl the treafury, and the neceffity there was for plough taxm 
®Lng tH^pi.,)pcr fupplies by an additional tax. This was a 
l^ertaiy^ furii to be paid by each plough, under the name of 
w^yojfhat:^ r;r, as Eric the hiftorian calls it, Ploch^ or PIo^- 
r Penning^ I y which term the king was^afterwards furnamed. 

I When the king’s inftrudlions for collefting this unufual 
tax in Schomn arrived, ail the people murmured, and threat- 
ened to tak ’ up arms if any violence was offered in levying a 
tyc whi.^ they thofight opprcffive and iniquitous. Matters 
|i/.n fo h%h, that Eric believing his prefence was ncccflary, 

Vnrent thkher, and besan to harancue the people in the milo'. T 


•rurent thitjper, and began to harangue the people in the milQ'.'*t 
^cVms ;'b^ their indignation run fo higli, that he was fbreed* 
to withdraw himfclf precipirately to Heljenburg. Thither the . 
malcontcntsT)urfued him, laid fiege to the citadel, and would 
have taken their king prifoner, had he not prudently cfcapcd 
in the ntght at^ poftern gate. As foon as the king returned 
to Zealand the tumult fiibfidcd, but ftill the lax was unpaid, 

Eric enraged, not only at their rcfufal in the prefent emergency 
of the ftate, but at the late infult oftcred to his perfon, raifeJ 
an army, and marched to Schoifen, Nor were the malcon- 
tents backward in their warlike preparations ; for they met 
him in the field, gave Jj^ttle to their king, and were over- 
thrown, and forced to pay the tax they had fo obftinately re- 
fufed. 


HAvfNG fettled tte affairs of the kingdom, and made the 
necelTary preparations, Eric fet fail for Livonia^ where he 
was extremely fuccefsful in all hi;ftoperatiojps, though we find 
no particular ifcount of them. We are told he ftras fuddenly 
called back by feme difputes which had arifen concerning the 
execution of the late treaty with AheL The dukes of Hoi* 
Jiein demanded the town of Renjburg^ agreeable to the arii- 
e!cj that all parties (hould enjoy their former rights. This 

O ^ . town 
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War be- was fituated in their dominions ; but Eric claimed it in « 

/w^’^wEricMght of conqueft and poffeffion, prior to this 1 aft war. All 
and the the iiegotiaiions fet on foot were fruiilefs and the Ho 1 fitintr$ 

prrnc \ (.f united themlelvcs to the bifhops of Bremcft and Paderbarn^ ^e- 
liolilfin. termined to mair\tain their caufe by force of arips. } Meldoj^ 
commanded the garrii'un for the king, the enemy ira<biviKrw 
lay fiege to it, and Eric raifed forces t(»relieve, wi\h 
pedition, tiiis brave officer. On his artival \X)%neimrk^ 
that ftrong frontier, he bethought him of a vifit tc brotber 
Abcl^ who had taken no part in this quarrel, in O'^^tr *o pre- 
vail on him to ufe his inHuence with the allies fb come to a 
jrealonable comppfuion, telling him that he was quite weary 
of war, and ihocked at the late effufion of Chriftian blood. 
The king was well received, Abel proniifed his utmoft endea- 
vours fhould not be wanting ; but the demon of ambkioii had* 
Abel trea poileffion of his heart. He bad laid a plan ^'oiKhe de-^ 
ehetonflv of Ins brother, who was fpirited off in a bott. mur-, 

murdni at fea, and his body thrown overboard, a prey 

//»" kin^ ravenous fifhes. 1‘his horrible adl was perpetrayd by the 
bis brother, hands, and originally fehimed by the villainous heaft of Gud^ 
mundt ^ prelate banilhed Denmark on account of his vices ; 
but nothing can palliate the conduit of Ahel^ Whofe ungo- 
vernabL' apjbitioii h;'d ftiinulatcd him to a breach t/ the mil 
duties of humanity, and urged him to the moft urf;encrouh 
vJJ^ation of the rights ef hofpitality, as well as the c;uel anO^ 
* • *"inocking crime of fratVicidc. - ^ 

A. D. ibis* manner di^d E'/cy a prince whofc failings were to- 

1250. tally obfeured by his excellent qualities both of the head and 
Pfa//' rnh heart. He had the grcateil probity of foul, as well as the 
ehnrcu^er truefi piety, w'iiliout any tiniture of the fuperftitiori of the 
^Lric. times. H;s reign would have been happy to*nis people, and 
glorious to hiinfclf, but for that fingle error in the great 
p'aldcmQr\ condurt, which enabled the younger brothers to 
claim an independency on rtic elder. Without great mditary 
talents his courage and good fenfe gained him the reputation 
of an able general. His politics were found, but clear ; they 
were dictated by honefty and foiinJ judgment, without any 
of thofc durk windings, and that unfathomable myfterioufnefs, 
which have falfely acquired the reputatioq of deep policy-, for no 
other reafon than that they equally confound and perplex the 
contriver and the world. If a word, Eric was generous, fin- 
cere, brave,* and liberal, ftrenuous to maintaiq.the dignity of 
his crowm, but unambitious of extending his prerogative be- 
yond the meafures of equity and prudence. This however 
may be denied by thole who aferibe to ambition the defire he 
bad of reducing bis brciiWen under - bis fovercigniy. We 

third! 
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flynk otherwife. He provinces afligned ta them had always 
beeh dependent on the crown : it is probable that Voldttnar 
Kieant thgy fliould fiill continue fo \ if not, certain it is, that 
he had no oower to make this partition without the confent 
of ftatel ; and yet we find it confirmed by no other au- 
thop^jlU^i^laft will. * 

svoured ^ fcreen his own guilt by promulgating^ 
^r/V haj perifiied at fea by the vefi'ers founder- 
ing. ’rfhac this ftory met with credit, although there 

vveremot^.y^ perfons who fufpedled his treachery. In a 
fhort^tiriK, aijL was difeovered by the mangled body of the 
king, which was thrown by the waves on the (hore, taken up 
by lome monks, and privately depofited in the*inona(lery of 
Su Laurence. Before his death Cudmund had extorted from 
hbi ax^t^fedion of the place where he had depofited his 
||nvate tre^fiife 5 but, on examination, nothing befidcs a few 
and rich garments were found. 
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without jlTue male, Ac ftates afTembled for Abelf/r^;* 


the eledtioil 

account or the unnatural crime he had committed, yet they ^djhe 

Klim trJinrv #!r-»r d'r\n%f0»n\f.rtn\t ^nd tO avnM tKf* tvara i TCi 


fovereign, and though they detefted Abel on 
ommitted, yet they 
av^id,thc civil wars 


>ng for convenicncy, and to av^id,thc civil wars 
J necefiarily enfue from fetting him afide. 
icy indifputably reunited the dutchy of Slefwick 


chafe him Wng for convenicncy 
wowd 

meanyhey inaiipuiaDiy reuniiea me ouicny 01 oiejwicK 10 •y, 
th^ XibWa Mhey run no hazards from •the i>ower of 
wno would Isrobably have jjoiiied himfelf to his late allies, 
bad his claim been overlooked j they annexed Sweneburg and 
Sihelfifcore^ the hereditary patrimony of Aucly to the Danifl} 
doniiiiionsf and gained many other advantages, all of which, 
in our opinion,«w^e more than counterbalanced by the crimes 
of the new monarch ; but the diet thought otherwiie. As yet 
indeed the murder was not clearly proved upon him ; for the 
royal body had not appeared till after«the election. lie had, by 
ambalTadors, modefily pleaded his right, and defended his own 
character with fuch arguments as weighed with a majotity : he 
declared, that the vcffd hatfbeen overfet by the great number of 
people which had entered her in a tumultuous manner, tvith a 
view of doing the kmgjionour by a fplendid retinue; but this 
relation was not only contradictory to the report he had or- 
dered to be pubiifiied, but inconfiij^ nc with itlelf, as the king 
alone, of all paflengers, was miffini;. However, he 
granted extraordinary immunities and diftributed prefents 
among the bifhops and inferior clergy, by whofe influence 
chiefly he gained his point. In a word, he was crowned in 
Uls than two months after bis bvtiier’a deaths having firft 

folemnly 



200 


Vhe Hificry of Denmark. 


folemnly fworn that he had no concern in it ; but that 
was killed by Tome foldiers at the inftigation of private enc^ 
mies. It is ftrange that fo refpeflable and wife aif afiemhly 
(hould be capable of putting themfeives under thcf'authori^ 
aperfon, whoife equivocation and different arcor atswfj^thp 
ftrongeft proofs of his guilt, and who, tp the male 

of parricide, fuperadded that of p^^ury an^Sboipat/on j 
for he had procured twenty noblemen to join^'/iP^^im M the 
path. V O’ 

Abel is ABEL had not long enjoyed the diadem, coh- 
Jfunp^ h f^'i^nce began to torment him. In examining £r/Vs will, hp 
his oTvtt found that tjie deceafed prince had refolved upon abdicating 
con/ciftice, the crown and retiring to a mopaflery ; and that he had ap- 
pointed hirn his luccefibr, provided the confent of the diet 
could be obtained. He likewife found a legac)%.tcrl!m)rel^ \ 
intiie torgivenefs of all that was patt, and the moft^ffe£y<wo ' 
expreflions of regard for all his brothers, and 
ticular Thcfe circumflances pierced his breaft like^l^ 
called to his remembrance the virtues of his brot*'>er, and rci^ 
dered him, though tffc greateft, yet the moft rnilv.rable perfoli 
in Denmark^ becaufe he was the moft guilty. 

BfiFORfc his acceflion to the throne he had font his eldeft 
fon Valdemar^io be educated in France ; he now^ ecalled ium 
to invert him in the dutchy of Slefwick^ thougtffhis brdLhf**' 
. Chrijhpher had appited for that dignity. In naf^^^ 
thfe bilhopric of Co)cgn^ the young prince was PzJd by orVer 
of that prelate, a'nd detained fpr four years in prifon. For 
this ad of violence we find no caufe aferibedy^^befides the de- 
teftation in which the bifliop held the whole family, fince 
the murder of Eric, ^ • 

A. D. I Poljjh writers relate a war that happened this year 
1231. between Bolejiaiv king of Poland and Ahel, Peter Dowin^ fon 
10 iniliamy who was private treafurer to £riV, had fled from 
Demnark upon that prirfte s death, with all the treafure, to 


prevent us falling into the hands of the parricide. Peter 
was a man of Angular talents, i^jfinuating, polite, eloquent, 
and virtuous ; he had fo ingratiated himfelf with Bolejlaw^, 
War that he attained very high honours in Poland^ and tecamc 
Po-the favourite of the king and cour^ He had Ibarhed the 
land and language, was ib winning in his addrefs, ant} had fo (hapec 
Denmark. ihe rnanners (^' the country, that ail men rcjoiccc 

at his elbvation, though a foreigner. Winn he found hi; 
influence eftablifhed, he related the caufe of his flight t< 
Bolejlaw the king, and artfully led on that generous princi 
to a war which might, at the fame time punifli the crime 
pf Abd^ and extend t^i^^imits of his own dominions. A# 

cording 
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^ cordingly a powerful armament was equipped, with whic^ 

BoliJI^y accompanied by Pear and Ericas treafure, failed 
into Dtnmarkj where he was joyfully received by all ranbi 
o&peopK as his proclamation aiTured them his foie inten^ 
tbn vim to tavenge the hourder of Eric. After all, however^ 
•Ine^J^rlmcd nothing; for having put the treafurc intojthe 

E us diet, lib returned to Poland^ leaving the Danet 

th& ^'^qJipicc*of a king. This ftory is related by Cro- 
Hirbut^ two Polijh hiftorians ; but wholly omitted 
by ^ fiV/i writers, and probably with good reafon, as it 
feems frau^t with abfurdity and anachronifm, as appears 
by comparing the years when BoUflaw and Mel reigned. 

Towards the ciofe of this year a diet was held, in which 
it was enabled, that Canute and Chriftopher (hould remain in 
^theTu’ir ppfleffion of the dominions left them by Valdemar ; 

that a^general tax (hould be raifed for the payment of the 
^rown debts contraded in the laft war, and for redeeminq^he 
^*aitles and forts, pledged to neighbouring princes, in order to 
raife mojpy. ^ 

Dui^g the late wars between Eric and AbeU fome dif- A eck^efi 
putes mo(c between Denmark^ Sweden^ and Norway^ 
certainffrontiers, which the circumftanccs of the ftatc would dijputn 
^ot thS^ permit £r/V to adjuft. Now "a tbngrefs of plcni-^^^^^'’^ . 
^otenti^ies of the three nations was fixed, to feitle the mat- * 

^ter^in^j^ amicable manner, and inftrtTSions were given to 
i i>jii/^tnbairadors by the diet, and not^by the king, 8 things * 
not ufual \ whence we mny conclude, that the general af- 
fembly of The dates aflfumed to themfelves more power ir^this 
than they had done in former reigns ; and that the hatred of 
the pdbple tq^^Aiel laid him under certain redridions un- 
known to his predeceflbrs. 

It was at this diet that Abel, finding the treafury quite ex- 
hauded, aifigned lands to Henry Meldorp^ in lieu of a large fum 
of money due upon arrears. Thft tranfa£tion occafioned fome 
difputes between them whjeh terminated in blood ; although 
the circumdances thavittended it are very obfcurely re- 
lated by all the writers we have feen. Crantzius ^ adigns a dif- 
ferent caufe for this quarrel, affirming that the and 

the iiftiabitants of Rendjburg^ Frederic^adt^ Tonningen^ and 
thofe towns and countries fituated between Slejwick and Hol^ 

Jiein^ refuljng to pay the new hid tax, fo irritated the king, 

''that levyingwn army he engaged and defeated tfiem ; but the Abel 
rebels making head the next day, attacked the king in his/eated aa4 
pamp, after an obftinate confli6t routed his army, and>Z»iVi, 
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flew him. determined not to be conqucrecf in the field, on 
i)/. Peters- Day^ in the year 1252. It was fomc days before 
bis body could be found among the prodigious carnage that 
was made, to which his Angle arm greatly contribi^ed. At 
foon as known, il^c royal corpfe was taken up a^d parried 
Slcfwick, where it was buried with the 
rather to his birth than to his virtues. <iibel^ it ae? 

knowledged, was brave, and polTefled mztfy of 
lities of a great monarch ; but ambition was**f:he ^V<btaihf g 
paflion of his heart. This had fupprefled all thc/ti^t ^cs 
humanity, and the ftrongeft natural afFeilions /fo thaT^he 
breathed his lafl^glorioufly, left his memory flained with the 
horrid crimes of ’ fratricide, perjury, and fubornation, and 
died admired for his virtues, detciicd for his vices, dreaded 
for his power, but unlamentcd by all who had anj^regsnaJ foi 
honour, humanity, and truth. * 

^CHRISTOPHER I. 

« • 

• 

ABEL left two fonsj* the cldeft of whom, Vai\\mar by 
name, was Aill a piifoner at Cologne. AJaiilda^ his^imotherj 
and now queen- dowager, ufed all her endeavours to L^ive him 
eleded, though •a captive, and (he made a very cofil^^derablQ 
patty in the diet in his favour. However, it was revived by 
a^najority to beftow th« crown ooChriJiopher^ brother to the 
^*tStc kikig, in order to 'avoid the difturbanccs which 
flight probably occtfion. In a word, the fame/eafons in- 
KvhUh in- fluciiccd them in the prefent eleflion, which had prevailed in 
f.ucnocd •the former, without the objedlions that lay againft Abel^ as 
the tU,'i to Cbr\jlDpbcr\ charadcr was unftained by any crimes oS a deep 
Chri- dye. Indeed, the people were fomewhat prejiidked, though 
ftoplicr. unjuftly, againtt the innocent Valdemar^ on account of the 
guilt of his father. They looked upon him as a branch oi 
the fame (tern, which confequently muft inherit its qualities. 

Before his acceflion Chrijlopher had married Margretta Sa^ 
biria^ daughter to the duke of Pjotnerania. He began his 
reign with granting all its wonted privileges and immunities to 
the diocefe of Lunden^ chough we are no where told how it 
came to be deprived of them ; and ordaiped beficles, chut none 
of the fufFragans of this fee (hould pay taxes to the crown, 01 
be obliged to quarter foldier^^ 

In the bcRinnin^of the following year he ^ok upon him 
the guardianmip of u^^r/’sjchildren, and demanded an oathol 
allegiance from Henry Meldorp^ who held the towns of Swen^- 
burg and Scbeljifcore^ pa; t of the patrimony of Abel. They 
had been pledged to Arf;;;y,IUnd being a man of great fpirii 
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and warlike abilities^ he infifled upon holding them in his own 
right, until they (hould be redeemed by the payment of the 
Aioney h« had lent upon them. This difpute terminated in 
blowSji^ Chrifiopher was defeated, and many of his nobility 
^ flaini Rendered more bold by his vidtory, Hf^nry laid all the ^Tdor 
adjara9{i4^Wtry unde|^ contribution ; but hearing that Chri- ^ 
Jioph^r wW^-^ijirching towards him with a very powerful army,*^^^ kin^h 
iO^Wibich h^; onl)»oppofe a handful of men, he took fhip 
and i,f^irf^ijr-«- of* the kingdom. Chrijiopher laid fiege to the ^ 
tw6t^hie^.i| ^'ifpute, took and razed them to the ground, after 
puttiiig*tne gaii^fons to the fword. 

This tranfadlion was foon followed by a quarrel with the 
princes oj Holjiein. Chrijiopher went over to ^outh Jutland 
to receive an oath rrom the people, as the guardian of his 
The Holfleinersy believing he had fome other de- 
by amballadors, that' he would refiore their 
iiioiiy to nephews, who were now of age to manage^ 
aftuirs. and put the dutchy of Slefwlik into the hand^ 
loire tlifiuiererted perfon, in truft for the lawful heir. 'Fhis* 
the king r<^fed, affiiming that it was^a hef of the crown, • 

and was dways conferred on one of the king’s children, 

Jl'hjy pefAlc?d, and he was obftinate. At length matters «/w- 
\caipe to <i|prilis, and the fword mufl deteripinit the contefl: ; mencesbt* 
<fepr,fuch iJ^h’be method princes have ever chofen to decide tween 

of ^^tjuiiy. i^hriflo-^ 

i /'Jfei v^iC^r^hoftilities commenced Chrijhpher called a diet, 
arid had the jddrefs to procure a decree, Whereby Abel's chil- 
dfcn were fxvJuded the luccelfion, and the crown fettled upon ° * 
his own iliue male, provided he left any behind hjm. Im- ^ 
mediateiy«h« cqui^^ted a fleet, and a'tacked Sand^rburg^ the 
walls and fortiflea^ons of which he demoiifhcd. . In tbe mean 
time Hacquin^ king of Norway^ whether in alliance with the 
princes of Hoijhiny rr whether be feized this opportunity 
revenging fome injury received fiom Chrijiopher^ we are^^*’ 
not told ; but he invaded Holland with a great fleet, laid 
thecountiy wafle, ^nd comij^ttcd terrible ravages wherever 
be went, leaving at lad hislifc in the country as an atonement 
to the unhappy people, for the loifes they fudained by his 
cruelty. • 

All this while Chrijiopher op^kd^ in perfon, the Holjletn- 
irSf joined by the Braadenburgers^ Lubeckers^ feveral Vandal 
cities, and Heipry Meldorpy who was gready inftromental in 
forming this confederacy. The alUt;s made their fird attack 
on SleJwUk^ whence they carried off the bifl^op and a number 
pf the nobility. The mores of Schonen fwarmed, and were 
continually harried wiU) Lubec ^id f^andal pirates, where, 

at 
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at laft, they met with a fquadron of the king's (hips, aftd 
fought a bloody and drawn battle. Meldorp invaded Zealand ^ 
he attacked the ifland of Mcna^ and there forced the ftrong 
caftle Suga. Faffing from thence into Faljlria^ /he fuhducd 
Nicoping. Nothing could be more vigorous 
/he operations of the confederates durk^ this cai 
was Chrtjlopher idle ; but he was dift/aSed ami 
of his enemies, and unable to oppofe hinnd^ 

Seafonably for him feme of the German ^x\v\ee^- , 

mediation, and a peace was concluded on thyei^'iiqgi$^r/. 
That Chrijlopber (hould reftore to his nephewe the dutchy of 
Sfcfwick at a eertain time appointed, and put them in imme- 
diate polTeffion of their patrimony in Denmark : That they 
(hould fign the decree pafled at the diet of Neoburg^ whereby 
they were excluded the fucceffion, rcfigning all*tHClF7ight\j^ 
Chrijlopber and his ifliic : That Chrijlophcr (hould*indcnrmifj r 
^ihcm for their lofles by the war. Other articles were aadg(/ 
^to which both parties fubferibed ; the dulcc of PomeranTa^^ni^ 
" the Fandal princes bejf g appointed guarantees of ^Se perfornalk 
ance of the treaty. ' 

CHRISTOPHER had fcarce breathed after tb|> war, be- 
fore he was engaged in another quarrel. The anVibifliop of 
X/Wc'/i dying • bifhop of RofchUd was chA^^n to fee- ' 

him, without the king's confent or knowlci 
they cuflomary, th^f no bilhop could be removA from 
^’Lun- fee,* or any way promoted, without fuch eleflioows rati 
den, by the king. They were likcwiTe obliged to fer^ in the wais, 

^ except the contrary was permitted through thtf fpecial grace 
of the fovereign. Erland^ however, fccure of the pope’s pro- 
teftion, not only difregarded thefe forms, bjjit totally changed 
the ccclefiaftical laws and ftatutes of Schonen for new ones of 
his own. Chfjflopher was lb incenfed at this haughtycon- 
J detail of AuQ.^ that he mted out a fleet againft him, entered the river 
ibis quay- gUy^ inveftcd Gafenhurgf znA 3emoli(hcd its fortifications, 
r#/, iVid Finding his fehemes thwarted by Matilda^ the queen-dowager, 
tbe bijbop^s determined to fecure her intl^;<^, by fettling South Jutland 
ionduil. upon her ; but this Erland prevented, by marrying her to the 
duke of Swedelandj though (he was a3ually betrothed to the 
bifhop of Othon. • • 

We hear no more of the quarrel between the king and the 
archbifliop; for k'aldemarM^txw^ixovi fet at liberty, by the in- 
tcrceffioii of his uncle John^ required all Clmjlopher^s atten- 
tion to adjuft matters bcwcen them. This was effefted by 
rcfigning to him the dut»^hy of Sle/wid\ which was done by 
the king’s delivering hi;ika flandard in the ufual form, and 
receiving from him an oan^of allegiance, and the ccrcn^onics 
of valTalagc, ' ThiC 
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Th\% yt2x Chriftopher fept ambaflTadors to Rcmet to con- 
gratulate pope Alexander on his acceflion to the papal digntty^ iac6J 
and to procure from him a confirmation of the fovereignty ^ 
of the Vandal country^ granted to his father Voldemar by the 
cnriferor His requeft was granted jt but the clergy* 

tx^SxeA^d^^^rland^ i.<^igated the common people, and they 
refiifed ^spit his authority. They went farther, and even 
coiwmittq' ^^rages on the Danifli frontiers, feiaing towns* 
demt;flifi'{i.V' ^rts, and burning villages. The incenfed king 
gav^ them and defeated them with great flaughtcr ; 

&it was preveitited from punifhing them as they deferved, by 
the menaces of the archbifliop of Lunden and <bifhop of Rof- 
cbild^ who applied to the pope to retrad the grant be had 
lately made, in cafe the king refufed to make up matters with 

“ ERLAND^ archbifhop of Lunden^ exerted more than a 
V^al authority in Schonen. He abrogated laws, formed fta- 
and pafl’ed decrees at pleafurc, to the great difeontent 
of the king^nd people. Chrijlopher hfivjng fummoned a diet 
of the pcfgpie at Neoburg, Erlandt as a mark of dirrefpedf, 
convok^ ft the fame time a fynod of the clergy, to prevent 
the bifhc’tj from attending the king’s fummons. He had even 
th-) prcfurjNjt'tion to deiire the king would adjourn the diet un* 
iiktil the bujj^nefs of the fynod was firft ended. Chrijhpher rc- 
C:;Tved th ^3 meflage with difdain ; and perfifting in his defign i, 
o! noloing a diet, Erland palled a decree, in defiance or his 
authority, which fet the clerical function* above fovereignty 
itfelf, and (hewed how necelTary it was to clip the wings of . 
that faccrdotal pride and ambition, which rendered the minif- 


ters of Chrijl the^^pefts of fociety, and the difturbers of the 
public tranquilhty. 

CHRISTOPHER^ determining to humble thi? hcadftrong 
prelate, alTembled another diet %tr artenburg, at which were 
prefent the dukes of Pomerania, Riigen, and other great vaf- 
fals of the crown, prevented by the hard fioll from attending 
the laft diet. Here hedrew^,.«p an indi£lment againft Erland^ 
containing the following* charges, ift. That without the 
royal alTent, or even knowledge, he had ufurped the arch- pher’x 
bifliopric/ and even pr^fumed to ordain other bifhops by his charge 
own foie authority. 2d, That after fwearing allegiance to 
himfelf and fon, he refufed to cro]fn eithej|, and interdi( 9 ed Erland. 
thofe perfons w^o had performed the duty. 3d, That he had 
forbid the bi(hops, under pain of excommunication, from 
ferving in the wars at the king’s exprefs command ; though, 
by the laws of the land, they wCrqJbpund to do this as well 
as the laity. 41b, That by unfca^ably convoking a fyood, 

/ ^ 
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f in contempt of the royal authority^ he had occafioned great 
]ofs to the nation by procraftinating public bufinefs. 5th, That 
• in this fynod he had pafl'ed certain decrees, which he^got rati-^ 
fied by the pope, diametrically oppofite to the laws gf the 
kingdom, and extremely deftruftivc of the pu^lic/^ah^To 
thefe articles of indi6tment were add^feveral 
equally grievous. The haughty prel;m was npwyndrced to 
ftoop and bend his proud neck to (bverdignty^^yp^etitroned ' 
the prince of Pormrania to intercede witlTtheJRhg^ but** 
Chriflopher was deaf to ail extenuations of crim^sfo heipt^us. 
He infixed on the archbiibop’s anfwering Xw every feparate 
article of the*cbarge : however, time was granted, and the 
prelate refpited until the next diet. 

A. D. Next year the quarrel was dropt, without any apparent 
12^7* rcafon, juA as the diet had met; and Toon ap;er rCiunfe^^ 
upon account of the archblfhop^s excommunicating a certain 
lady of quality, without aifigning juft reafon for ftich a c^^ 
dudt. After folemnly citing Etland before his tribunal, 
end of this difpute waj.dcpriving the archbi{hop»c of Lunden 
of all the extraordinary privileges and immunitOi conferred 
on it by former kings of Denmark^ and reducing it to the ^ 
condition of ocher diocefes, over which it was raii^d by the / 
king’s favour <0 Efchil^ the former bifhop. J •* / 

^ Nor was the prelate enough humbled with thlfc indignitj^ 
y He^had brought ov^r to cfpoufc his quarrel the^ilhops of.' 
Otbon^ Rofehiid^ apd Ripen^ with other dignified^peHonages 
of the church, as well as the duke of Pomerania, Relying 
, upon their powerful intereft, he grew more* infolent, de- 
manded feveral privileges which former archbidiops had never 
claimed, and was juft on the brink of rcjj.ewing the conteft 
with redoubled warmth, when Valdemar of SlefwicPs death 
for a time diverted the kingV attention to other objeds. 

In the letters patent, by which Voldemar held SUfwick^ no 
mention was made of his'aeirs: his brother Eric demanded 
however, as his right; and the king claimed it as his. 
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faying, that the letters patent Tcc^ginly intended it Ihould fall 
back to the crown, by their making no provifion for the na- 
tural heirs. Thus a frcfli war was kindled : Eric raifed forces; 
but the king marched againft him with an army fo^powerful, 
as forced him to reiinquifh the defence of Slefwick^ which fell 
an eafy prey to tl\e king. /iHaving placed garrifons in all the 
caftles, he returned to Denmark ; and calling, an alTembly at 
Othon^ had his fon Eri^^ not only declared his fuccefTor, but 
crowned with all the ufotil folemnities. This rather was the 
intention of Chrijhphcr the aftembly ; but the archbifhop 
of Lund^i not only refuf^vto perform the folemnity,^but pro- ^ 

hibitc#^ 
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hibitcd all the other bifliopB of the kingdom, under pain of ^ 
interdiAion from (ire and water, as well as from adminiftring ^ 

•'the facr;.^iiient. Upon this the diet was removed xoHaffnia^ ^ **5®* 
whe(;e Eric was crowned by the nobility, and conlecratcd by 
the hands of ai private clergymam, whodefpTcd the menaces 
of yie ^^'Jibiflhop, "^hcn it interfered with the duties whir^ Erl^^nd^ 
•^he oweff*^o his king and country. 

This ToUqjnicy Ucing over, the king informed the diet, 

^ that *he had certain advice of the ill oiSces doing him at 
' b^ the archbifhop of Lundtn^ who had perfuaded the 

pop^ that children were excluded contrary to the gc- 
nerfl fenfe of the people, and by the king’s finglc authority : 
that Erland had entered into a written engagement with the 
biOiops and AbeH children, that he would fupport them 
all |he king’s force in maintaining their right to the 
/crown: Chat he had reprefented the king as^an enemy to the 
\^cccleriaftical order, who had embraced all opportunities Of 
^^f.preiEng them : finally, that Erland had compelled the 
dowager Matilda to give hrt* hand to„thc duke of Sw'eclclaiid^ 
after fhe ^ betrothed to ihe bifliop ol Othon, Upon maturely 
weighing ^ll the particulars of this charge, it appeared to the 
I diet, tha-^ there was no fccurity for the fafety of the king’s 
p^^rfon aA government, unlefs the archbifliop and fome otlier 
^^faccrdotai incendiaries were taken into cuftody. Accordingly 
'the archbAhop, his archdeacon, and the’bilhopof Ripen^ wer^. , ^ 

) fcized;'tho bifhops of Othon and Rofchitd efcaping upoft the 
firft alarm. Immediately tlje whole kingdom was interdicted, 
agreeable to ihe rcfolution of the laft fynod, in cafe violence ^ 
was offered to a bifhop, ' The king wrote to the pope, repre- 
fenting to him tljc haughty conduit of the archbifhop, the in- 
juflice and abfiirc/ity of a prelate’s afluming to himfelf a (hare 
in the royal prerogative, and the hardlhip that he fhould have 
it in his power to interdi(^ a whole people on account of his 
refentment to one man. ’ 

These remonftranccs were no fooner difpatched to Rome^ 
than he ordered all prieftai;.* ithin the kingdom, and perfons 
exercifing the facerdotal iunCtion, to adminilter the commu- 
nion, under the penalty of lofing their tythes and ftipends. In 
the meafi time the bi^ops of Rofehild and Othon were bufied 
in levying forces, having engaged in their alliance the duke 
cif Pomerania^ the princes of Holji^ny zni^armerci prince of 
Rugen. Chrift^her made preparations to weather this ftorm, 

1^ entering into a treaty with Hacqain king of Norway^ and 
Birger duke of Swcdeland^ marriecUto the dowager Matilda. 

Matters were drawing faft to a^rifis ; and open hoftilities 
muft have foon commenced, had^t Chrtftophtr^% death, and 

r \ 
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(he prudent conduct of Margantta^ his widow, put an end^ 
, to the warlike proceedings. With refpefi to the caufe of this 
5* V ' prince’s death, there arc various relations. Some think he 
tharaJlT ^ natural but fudden death ; while others', witn more 
probability, inflnuate that he was murdered bv the contrivance 
of Arnefaji^ biftiop of Arpius^ and promoted to that fee <by 
Erland againft the king’s will. Othervattribute thf^ aciiou 
to the fame biOiop ; but render the mean^fftill more infamous, 
affirming, that he poifoned the bread which He adminiftered 
to the king in performing the cucharift : a villainy fo c^of.* 
mous as to meric little credit, did not hifiory produce other* 
inftances of the fame nature. 

As to Chrijtopher, he was rather a deferving than a happy 
prince. He found the treafury exhaufted on his acceffion, 
the people violently tneenfed againft the late king, 
ftrong f.idiion in favour of his children ; and it his mif^ 
fortune to involve himfelf further, though unavoidably, by 
entering into difputcs with the clergy. At his death he left 
things in much the fame firuation he found them ; the trea^ 
fury exhaufted, and th.; nation fplit into two pc^verful fac- 
tions. I 
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CHRISTOPHER'^ death made room for his 'jldeft fon ^ 
£ru\ As the young king had net yet attained at fuU age, hisf 
mother Margaret^ a lady of prudence, virtue, and piety, took 
into her hands the reins of government. Her adminiftration 
began with troubles, occafioncd t?y the pope’s letters to 
nicrci^ prince of Rugen^ inviting him to attempt releafing the 
archbifhop of LumUn, Notwithftanding yas a vaf- 

fal of the crown, at the pope’s defirc he ir.^de^a fudden def- 
cent on Zealand^ and was met there by a tumultuous army, 
which Maigqrct had raifcd of a fudden to oppofe him. A 
battle enfued, and the Danes were defeated, leaving ten thou- 
fand men dead on the held. The bilhop of Rofehild renewed 
the interdidlion, and forbid Oe^ian burial to thofe brave 
fellows, who had loft their lives iii the caufe of their young 
king. All the country was laid wafte, and Haffhia^ taken 
and plundered. Not content with laying Zealand w^e. Jar- 
merci pafled to Barnholm, and invefting the flrong caftle of 
Hammehnfe^ took it, put tbc garrifon to the fword, and fub- 
dued the whole iflVind. 

In the mean time May^^aret^ with her fon £nc, tookftielter 
in Fioniay where, and Islarth Jutland^ levies were making 
to renew the war with alj^f^ffiblc diligence. Happily for them 
the fierce jarmrei was'ftiin while he was plundering a mo« 
\ nafteryi^ 
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Aiftery, in incenfifB nan hkving ftabbed^him in tbegroi^ 

I.* With a knife. Being rid of this enemy, Margaret fettled the 
differencjjp about bis wife% fortune with the marquis of Bran* 

Senhurg^ 1 nd by this means gained him over to her tntereft. 

Towards the beginning of this ytar £nc was a fc- 
-ironc* tirric crov^ned at a public diet, having ifbw attained the 
age or c*fvcn years, waS the opinion *f the diet that th^ 
archbiOiop fton’d be /et at liberty, and reinftated m his dio- 
^r{e ; hut this ih#* refractory prelate refufed, infixing that all 
^ be laid before the pope. However, being now at liber- 
ty, he went into Sweden^ from whence he font the mofl: viru- 
lent letrcis agaiOft the king to Rome* Margaret And Eric^ de- 
, lirous of a reconciliation with the church, replaced all the 
other biC«>ps in their rcfpcClivc fees ; but, incenfed at Eiland^ 
th^u-wyre no lefs obftinate than the atchbilhop. At the fame 
me Dopr Alt afidef dying. Urban IV. was clefled in his room $ 

' to gam favour with whom ambaffadors were fent by Eric to 
congratulate his acceflion, and obviate all the accufations 
wnich probably would be laid againil him by his rebelliou9 « 
clergy. *■ ) 

^ BfiroRr thefe difputes were terminated, Matilda^ vvidoWJ^ai/ff^EniJ 
% of Jhely Avp wife to the duke of Swedeland^ inftigated her /ays c/attn 
fon Enc tc^^claim the dutchy of Slefwtckj to which he was the to Slcf* 
^eafeft hcii, his brother dying witliout ifltie. Thewicli, 
li habitants were well difpofed towards )iim, the princes of ^ 

‘ HoljUin preferred him as a neighbour to tl^ powerful kingiof • 

Dinmarkt and determined tp jupport him \ Pthcr princes like-^ , 
wife countenanced and ufm forces, which, with thofe hd 
had raifed, compofed a confiderable army. King Eric and hi$ 
mother Mqrgareita led* an army againft him, Findan-lvan 
^commanding unde « them. A battle was fought r\ezr Lopeid 
with grdat fury, a prodigious pumber was flam on both Tides, 
and the Holjeiners 'wzxe beginning to fall back in diforder, the king 
when Findan-lvan^ won by the enqmy’s gold, treacheroufly and jneen 
jdrew off the Danifly troops, fufPered nimfelf to be taken, and taken 
h!s king defeated and made prljjgtfar with his mother. piifoneri^ 

After this took p<, lemon of 5 / 5 /wrV^ without refin- 
ance, the king was fent prifoner to Alfen^ the queen and the 
btlhop of Stefwick^ who likewife fell into the enemy’s hands, 

^were clofely Confined dt Hamburgh^ and the latter loaded 
With cha}p$ by order of Erland^ archbifbop of Lunden* 7'hi9 
pielate, upon the news of MargaretW defeat, retutned from 
Sweden^ and now grew iofolenc without controu). The found 
policy of Margaretta rendered her c^finemer.t (horc : flid 
wrought matters fo with AlbcftrfBrumwUk^ that he intercfled 
Mod. Hist.Vol. XXXII. m himf 
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Tb^ are himrelf in her releftfe ; and ibe no (boner obtained her liberty 
relea/ed. ^ than (be diligently applied for the king’s and the bi(hop’s en- 
largement, which was, in a Ihort time, eflFeded by means of 
^ a high ranibrn, and a promife to marry his (ifter Albert of 
Brandenburgs as foon as (he arrived at a proper age« 

The king ar.d MargareUa were now at liberty to revenge 
the injuries Erland had done them dur^rg their con^nement* 
They accordingly drew up a heavy chii^e againft him, which 
they Tent to pope Urhan^ befeeching, mat, to eftablifh the, 
tranquility of the kingdom, he would withdraw him frdM the 
dioct’fe of Lunden. Urban granted their requeft, and wrote k 
fever c letter to that purpofe to Erland ' but his holinefs died 
before ins ord^^rs took place j and in order to ingratiate himfclf 
A. D- with Clement \L the fucceeding pope, the archbilhop pro- 
1265. pofed making a tour to Rome, Soon after the pope fern his 
legate to i)477//2^irf : he was ^^raci^ufly received by king 
promifed fair, but in a (hort time took part with the archbi- 
ihop i fummoned the king and queen -motiu ' opcar before 
him Tit SleJwUk^t which they rcluling, he • o-. for Luhec^ 

and was followed thither by all the bifhops of Denmark. 
7 hepopds From ittirr this fpiritua! tyrant thundered out h i impotent 
legate ex- anathemas, interdifting the king and queen-mothev, together 
eommuni- all the nobility of the court ; after which he d .parted for 
attended by Erland. How this difpute With 
^ and the pope’s legate termina.ed, wc know not, as wc find 
y een. farther mention qi'ade of it during Erics reign (A). 

^'rom this time Denmark enjoyed a profound peace, until 
the year 1270. £ric was bufied in framing new laws, giving 
direftions for the ftrift execution of the old, re|)leni(hing his 
exhaufted treafury, and recruiting by every poilible means 
A. D; the almoft wafted conftitucion and fpeii^ ftren^th of the 
1270; kingdom, when the Mufeevitess LithuaniariSs and SemtgaU 
Eric fends Hants made a fud4yn irruption into the province of Ejhnias 
an arn^ to or that part of Livonia fubjedl to the crown of Denmarky and 
Livonia, conquered by the predeef^flbrs of Eric. They had over-run 
great part of the country,. a^ reduced the inhabitants to 

rtans. Pontanus indeed obierves, of Lyons^ in the year 1 274, died 

that Eric, in order to make up at Rugen, and thusTid the king 
matters with the holy fee, made of his^ greateft eneftiy : and 
fomc concefTions to the arch- laftly, that after tbi^ the inter- 
biihop, and paid him bclldes didbion was taken off, Ae pope 
a fum of money : ^hat thd^ pre- being defirous of pnrfuing the 
late returning from the council war againft the Saracfns (!)• 
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gl'e^ httcm^^^thias with At Damjh AetC catne up. 

On bis arrivii he landed his ^oops, fought and defeated the t 
, enemy ; hut psirfuing them with too great eagernefs^ he was 
flain in t\e cbace ; a lob that greatly damped the joy of the * 
vi£tosy. 

To (his tranfaciion fucceeded n war withfrK of SUfwici^ PTar ie- 
occafioned by a vaAl'ty of circAndances. The king could 
not digeit the mannu in which that dutchy had been wrefted^^'^i^ 
J[j(pm him, tho’ in faS: it was but a poor equivalen for 
erdJ^n of Denmark. He had received complaints lium the 
inhabitants of fevcral grievances which Eiit refuted to icdrefs* 

This prince had Jikv.wifc refufed to appear befou; ihc king’s 
tribunal when ciicd as a vaflal j and a difpute aa>fc between 
them abtHit Alfeti and other neighbouring iflands in the Bal^ 

V Erie coromenced homlitics, by entering the dutchy with 
^ powerful «rrpy> and fer//ing upon the fortrefs of Tunder^ 

VkY : h !ie 'I hence he marched to Handerjlaw and 

' / . • > himfelf mafler of both cities, and indeed 

of r. . ; i' • wi.ole dutchy, without any confiderable oppo; 

*3:1 OP ^ 

ERIL :ind his vt'ife dying about mis time, the king took 
upon himielf the guardianftiip of his three Ions, Abel^ Eric, 
and k^aldi nar^ all minors, and conftituted John Jf^itting go- 
•vefnor of Slefwick. 'I'his was caufe of ffefli* troubles ; for 
rhe princes of Holftein^ coufins to the deceafed£nc, believing^ 
this ciiarge ought by right to devolve up9n them, refolv^ to* 
claim it by force of arms. They crolled^ the E.yder with an T 
army to attack the king, who, unwilling to enter upon an- 
other war, gave the government of the dutchy to the cldeft 
Ion of Erics and thus compromifed matters. 

This year Er \ cnieied into an alliance with MagnmAAut A. D. 
cfNuopitigj who had fled from Sweden to crave bjs aflifiance 
againft f^atdemar. This prince had ufurped the whole 
minion, allowing nothing to the younger brother* Magnui^^^ 
hadened back with the Danijh reiiiforcemcnt, and foon com- 
pelled l^aldemar to re(f fatistio^ith an equal lhare of domi- 
nion : but a quarrel foon.Wioie bctw^cen the king and Mag* 
fins, who having now gained hb ends, refufed to pay the 
fum flipulared for the afliilancc nHordcd by E?'ic. Nay more, 
he began* to commente hoftilitits, and entered Schonen with 
an army, after he had publicly broke otF the late treaty. Here 
he Igid wafle a great part ot the country \ % but wys at length 
flopped in his wucl and ungrateful prog»^cfs by whom 

the king had lent to oppofe him. JA battle enlued, Mag* 
nus was repulfed, and forced ro qwt ihc province with dif- 
* P 2 / . ^ ^ grace. 



the f)iei ga» fk< 

grace. Farther th revenge the infuIt/^/r privately 
< Valdmar^ that if he would hold his crown of Dinmarkj he 
would reftore him to the full dominion of his 1 cingd|^. Hilo 
propofals Were readily accepted, V^demar * raifed jn army, 
and was joined by a flrong body of Danei ; but both were 
defeated, a prodigious number flaih, and Val&imar^ 'efcai^ing-r 
with difficulty out of the fidid, was forced to feek (belter iri 
Denmark. This vidtory was obtained 1^ Cfyarles IJffo, genc-^ 
ral to Magnus^ and one of the bell officers of Sweden.^ ^ . - 
VALDEMAR made but a (hort ftay in Denmark \ f^r as 
foon as forces were raifed he entered Gothland^ plundering 'and 
laying wafie all before him, as if he had been' in an enemy’s 
country; nof did Magnus oppofe him, as he intended to 
procure a pc^ce by refigning this province to Valdcmar. With 
this view he fent to Eric^ to acquaint him that he^ was^r^i'^V 
to pay the promifed fubfidy, provftcd he withdrevi lys troops ; 
which Eric accepting, a peace was concluded. 

A. D. About the beginning of this year a war broke out be- 
1278. tween Denmark and Norway^ owing to £r/V’s withholding 
A/upture the portion 6 i Ingebur^i^ daughter to Eric VI. and wife to 
between Magnus king of Norway'. Magnus arriving with a great fleet 
Denmark jn Schonen^ landed his troops at Scanora^ where he was met 
Nor- defeated by the Danijh army, leaving five ihoufand jof 
his men dead on the field of battle. Thus rcpulfed, he re* 
^urned with all expe^jition to Norway^ and Eric hearing that 
'thccfons of the king of Sweden ferved in the at my of 
f Magnus^ led his tr^oops to wade Gothland^ which he plun- 
dered and laid defolate in reveng;;. Magnus of Sweden^ un- 
willing to break the peace, which had fo lately been con- 
cluded, propofed an interview with Eric^ in order, to adjuft 
the difference between them. They met oif tfec frontiers of 
Gothland^ and Eric agreed to indemnify the lofs which Swe- 
den bad fultained from this invafion, by remitting half the * 
fubfidy to be paid by Magnus. On the other hand, the caf- 
tlc of Lodojia was pledged to him in fecurity of the pay- 
ment of the remaining nioiie^x and thus the two princes 
were again reconciled, to the gretiii joy of both kingdoms. 

A. D. Having now fome little refpite from foreign wars, he 
1280. held a diet at in order to redrefs fome grievances 

A ditail of of which the people loudly complainedf Of thefc we knov^ 
the ^.var. nothing more than that a decree was pafled on this occafion, 
which formed a feipplems^htal part of the laws of Zealand. 
The controverfy between .him and Valdemar Slefwick about 
Atfen^ and the other frmll idands fituatcd round it in the 
• Baltic^ was fubmitted to uc determination of a board cif de- 

, * \ cemvirs, 

' . ^ 



ftmvirSy chol^i by .both fides. Their verdift was, that > 

&ouId H^ldj thefe iflands of the king, paying him a 
certain y%krly rev«cnue in acknowledgment. 

Tiaa year 1282 was ufhered in by a pefiilential difeafe, 
by tyhicK greaa numbers of men and cattle were fwept ofF, 
and this was precedtd, fays our author, by a ftrange appear^ 
ance in the air of two dragons fighting \ the infallible prog-* 

. no(Kc of dreadful calamities. Terrible fires happened in 
parts of the kingdom, eipecially in Lunden^ w.hich 
deflroyed a multitude of houfes and churches. To crown the Death and 
misfortunes of the year, Margaretta^ the king’s mother, died, chara^er 
deeply regretted by all degrees of people, after •having, with^Marga- 
great diferetion and policy, governed the kingdom ai|d her retta. 
fon for the fpace of twenty-three years. 

xifE de'hib of this excellent princefs raifed many enemies 
to ErUj M^om her prudence had long reprefled. Valdemar 
duke of Slefwick laid claim to his patrimony, ancj determine 
ing.to fupport his demand by force, united himfelf to the earl^ 
of Halland^ and &ttgoU tribune of ^e^anijh knights, as we* 
find^him termed by our authors, tVough they do not ex- 
plain the nature of this office. The carl had indeed the 
fame Teafons for beginning a war j and £r;V, to avoid one, 
ce(fed South Jutland to Valdomar^ and HalUoid Cb the carl, re- 
ferving only his own fovercignty : but this did not fatisfy 
Vhem ; they ftill perfifted in their refblutlbn to break with^the^ 
king, to which they were incited by Hacquin of Nonua/s 
refoTution to renew the wai« which his father . Magnus had 
dropt after hiS repulfe in Schonen. Hacquin began with ravag- 
ing the coafts of Denmark^ burning Scaga^ a town in North 12^/ I 
Jutland^ dbd grie'^ufly diftrelfing the inhabitants of the fea- 
fhore. Valdemhr at the fame time was raifing a ftorm in the 
South \ and refolving to fettle a plan of operations with Hac^ 
quin, fet fail for Nonvay^ and was taken on his way by a 
fhnijb fquadron, and carried prifoRer to Elfmore. Here he 
was detained, clofely confined hnJfocM hionths, and then fet 
at liberty, at the inicrccffast^W fome princes, on figning 
an acknowledgment of his errors, and giving up all his pre* 
tenfions to and the other places he had claim^ as 
bis right.* This inflrivnent was guarantied by the princei 
who procured his liberty, all of whom took an oath to de- 
clare againft him, fbould he infrin<^ any fiogle article of the 
deed he had nov^Tolemnly figned ana fcalcdT 

ERIC, having finilbed this tranf^ion, and patched up a A. D. 
peace with the king of Norway, coinforted himfelf with the 1286. 
pleafing hope of ei^oying the rem^n^et of his life in traii- 
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Eric i he wzi treacheroufly ifiurderol weeks af« 

^ a4>and of coafpirators, the chief nobituy of th^kihg- 
dom» among whom was James earl of Halkmd. tf^he cabal 
confilted of nine perfons, each of them having thejr *pani* 
(cular grudge sfgainft the king, whom they atjhifed bt inCon«c^ 
linence and avarice, the weak apoldgtes of treachery and re- 
bellion. They perpetrated their dcfirn as the king was 
making a progrefs to North Jutland to adminifter juftic^ — 
fettle the Hate of the province, loading him with** fifty 
wounds, while he lay faft afleep iii his chamber at an inn in 
Warburgs Where he had taken the-diverfion of hunting for 
a few days. The murderers were a long time unknown, and 
might.pcrhaps have ever Iain concealed, had not their con- 
fciences rifen in judgment againfi them. Imagining 
was no fecutity for them in Denmark^ they def^ to Nor^ 
ivay^ by which mean^ the whole plot was difeovered, and 
their nafties tranfmitted with ignominy to the lateft po- 
ilerity. 

His tba* Thus died Eric Vlf. in the flower of his age, and with 
fo&er* the reputation of fevet al virtues, which he obfeured by luft , 
and avarice. He had debauched the wives and daughl;iers of ' 
feveral of the nobility, which drew upon him their indigna- 
tion : and the large Turns amafled by his rapacioufnefs bad 
filled his private coders, while the puDlic treafulry was empty, 
f and the people opprefled with poverty. Thefe vices were, 

/ however, more than fufficiently punilhed by the nature of his 
M death ; and it is probable, if he^had lived longer, that expe-r 
rience would have in fomemeafure corredled them, on per- 
ceiving how odious they were to his fubjeds. \ 

. \ 

ERIC VIII. furnamd the PIOUS. 

Ei;|c VIII. ERIC the Pitus^ ft^rnamed likewife Mmui, fucceeded 
Jurnamd to the -crown of his fath^ £rrr VII. As he was yet a nit* 
fhe Pious, nor, his mother and (he feii^te governed the kingdom ; and 
Vaidemar of Slefwitk was appdrt.r'd his guardian. The firft 
. a6t of Eric'i authority was bidding a diet at SthilMcort^ where 
he propofed means to the diet for revenging his rathet’s death, 
and punilbing the murderers. The oonfpiratois wmted not 
friends, who gave them immediate intelligence of the refolu- 
tions of the aflembly: u^n which they planned a fcheme for 
foiling the king's perfonj; and taking the fupTcme government 
Uito their own hands, necret as this plot was kept, Voldemar 
got feme intimation of iwj and having firft removed the king 
of danger^ be doatil^Td the guards rotmd the city, and 



\oik tuSx ateafuns as fruftnted the cot4>iracy, md 

^obligol the conwratora to fly the kingdom. * 

TnisVyear njLtwik i fl:range pmigy, at leaft what wks ^ 
thought 10 in thofe dark ages, appeared in the heavens. Three 
^fung, a^refplendent as the meridian fun» wer^feen altogether, 
each incircled by d^beautifill rainbow ; but this is a phaeno* 
menon cafily accounted for by every perfon who has made nf- 
t^rai philoTophy his ^dy. it was then efteemed the har* 
mngdr of dreadful calamities. 

A SECOND diet was held at Niohwrg ; and here a refolu- 
Jion was taken, that the care of making an inquiry into this 1287^ 
horrid plot fliould be committed ioOtbo o(^ Brandenburgs 
Witijlaw of RugiUs the princes of Holfteins and others of the i„to tht 
Don^Jh nobility, to the number of twenty- feven perfons. The mfpiraty. 
cbmifiitted^^pon examining proper evidence, cited Jamn earl 
of Hallands Canute Stigetf Ni^hefas Halanjfary Peter Perfe^ 

Peter JameSs Nicholas Canute^ Ago CacciuSy Ranno Jenoy and 
Owid Benedibfy before them ; pronounced thqm guilty of par- 
ricide and high treafon, the enemias of tlie king and king- 
dom, outlawed by the laws of thq^land, and their tttnic%Tbecofdfi^ 
confifeated to the crown. rators are 


The confpirators, failing in their laft attempt, bad taken 
rdfuge a fecond time in Norwtyy where they (wore allegiance 
to the king, at that time on bad terms with Denmark^ and 
\ received from him the caftle of CongAcy ftrong by art anil 
^ nature. They likewife refolved to lortify, in the ftrdbgeffL 
manner, Hunejflrahs JVarbttfgy and othef places belonging to^ 
the t2a\ ol^tiallandy againft all the attempts of Hixt Danes \ 
and thus a war was again commenced between Denmark and 
Norway^ continued for the fpace of nine years, almoft Norway, 
to the utter rdm and deftruQion of both kingdoms. * 

In the beginning of the year 1288, Hac^usn proclaimed A. D: 
war, upon the fame pretences which both he and hb father 1288. 
had uM in the preceding conte^. He likewife (kreened the 
injuftice of his caufe under tl^pecious pretext of revenging 
the injury done to fome nobility in Denmark^ by 

w robbing them of their eflates, and banifbing them the king- 
dom, without form of trial, or proof of their guilt. How- 
ever fallh this laft pr^ext might be, it gave a better afped to 
his caufe, and made the Norwegtansy as well as neigbl^uring 
nations, lefs acquainted with the triie ftate of affairs, applaud his 
motives. Littig was done for this mr befifles making vigorous 
preparations ; but in the fpring of me following year liacquin 
attacked Elfmorey and burnt it dJwn to the ground. He 
fteered thence to Haffnia i but venturing to Iand« he 
turned his courfe to the iflands 4 ^dgria and Alenas which he 
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waSc* After this he ient Comariui CruW^mtlk a fquA- 
drort of light frigates to make an attempt wtpamra ; hut this 
^ officer returned with the lofs of two thins of /Sis whole 
fleet. ^ ^ . 

%iailof Itr the mean time the outlawed confpiratj^rs r^Ksiged the 
f oafts 5 and S/f^c/y after deftroyinf Brajitrjburg^ made a dcjIcenP'’ 
Vn &afnfoc^ whence he carried off fome plunder. He next 
Went to Tormburgy wher^ king Eric MfdU frequently to oafs a 
lew days, and this place he burnt, from henc^ h^ 
fo Falftnay and, alter laying defejate the city Nic&piftgy he in* 
yefled the citadel, li^it Norv^egiam^^ ihinkipg to make an 
Oaiy prey of a fquadron of Danifi (hips lying off the iiland 
fsoalc^ndy, were themielves defeated with great lofs. This 
pbliged ^tigot CO raife the flege, and retire with all poffible ex- 

J ffcditicn to Hucfinitiy then at Amagria. Here joining fordfes, 
hey failed to StrehecopWy buriit it, and then recurnld to Nor^ 

ERlCy willing to fpare innocent bloody fent ambaffa^rs 


with propofals ( 


He offered to pay to Hacqitin his 


mother’s porciop, proy^ed. he would feparate himfelf frona 
the parricides, and quit the defence of a caufe which a good 
|irinco ought to bluih for having ever engaged in : but Hac- 
quin infifled upon ferips for the confpirators, which broke off 
^be negociation. The queep now brought on a treaty of 
jtn^rrl^ge between the king and Jngeburga^ princefs of Sweden^ , 
^'and daughter to kiifg A£>gnus^ As foon as the terms were 
i Cettlcd the parties viere betrothed ; and, to conne£l the fami- 
I lies more (irmly, (he concra£ied ner daughter with the fon of 
1, MagnuSy both croWns folicicing for a difpenfation at Rjorn, 

L |n the fummer of this year Hacquin and the ex/Ies again 
^ pu|^ to fea, plundered and burnt the tow/ist of Alkurg and 
^wenburg in "Jutland and Fionifty ravaged part of Laalandy arnl 
(hep returned unmolelled to Norway, £ut the exiles re- 


mained with part of the fle^^ in the Balticy and fortified Sproa 
pud Hielmy from whence th^ propofed hariaffing the coafla 
of Denmark, Kor did, . Remain long in indolence. 
Ke:tt year ho returned, and made un unfucce(sfui attempt 
oil Corfora, Again he turned his arms i^gainfl Holhen and 
^icopingy both which cities he burnt and deTlroyed. ^All this 
4^h‘!c the exiles were ravaging and other placea 

of l&fs cohfideration. Stigoty their admiral, had by this time 
(q fortified ^//VZw, that it (Secame a place of ^reat ftretigth, 
dnd a fafe retreat ; for thc/*gh the ifland be fmail, yet its lofty 
and craggy (ituation rendXs it extremely difficult of accefs. 
IptlgotV Until the year 1293 nothing material recorded, 

qljaib^ belides the rcbuildhi^g and the death of Stigoty 

’ wh« 



S^hty tf7 

‘'.HiHo refign^ hn laft breath with a heroHm which wouM )iiV4, 
reAefM bonier oa abetter life, and in the true Roman 
AAeml||[ing hi\ friends round him, he fpoke to them in the^ 
follipwing manner : You fee, my friends* what our fitua*' 
is. We have weathered every Aorn^, by means of the 
*** harmony* lubfifRng amibng us : we hafve fuccccded in ev^ry 
enterprize from the fame caufe. Now that I am about to 
** part with you fSr ever, obferve this my laft requeft, that 
you ftill preferve the fame unanimity, and God will projper 
your undertakings. Chufe another leader in my room \ 
obey him as you have done me^ and let not the ambition 
of any individual ruin the confederacy, and defirew the 
column of honour we have been fo long erecting. In this 
confifts your whole flrengih : like this bundle of twigs* 

.^^ Vhilc cleave together* you arc incapable of being 
broken ; apart, you arc we^, and may be turned, twifted* 
and fnapped at plcafure.*’ With thefe words he yielded up 
the ghoA, and delivered £ru from one of the moft formidabje 
of his enemies. V 

Towards the clofe of this yeJf a congrels was fettled* a. 6. 
at which £nc and Hacquin were to prefide in perfon, for the 1293» 
adjuAing cf their differences. The princes met ; but parting 
Wiiihout having come to iny conclufion, ^aTquin equipped a 
£eet, and recommenced hoAilities, making a fourth defeenb 
on Dinmarkt to the great lofs and terror of the inhabitant^ 

‘great numbers of whom were ruined by it. He took th^ 

'fhips of at Tea ; 4 bme he plundered, others hede -1 

ftroyed ; biTC in general he fent them into his ports, imme- f 
(iliately confifeating both ihips and cargoes. 

Not long after Ranno Jona^ another of the cbnfpirators, 
was taken in Rojfhild, and broke upon the wheel ; and the 
archbilhop of Lunden was, by the king’s ordeh, thrown into 
prifon, together with his archdeacon. This latter efcaping, 
went to Rome^ and, by bis mann^of relating things, incenf^ 
his holinefs violently againA th^ing. 

Immediately on tbe^bior of this, a difpute arofe be* A. D. 
tween and Voldemar duke of Holftein^ concerning fome 129$. 
frontier towns, to which both claimed a right ; and the king 
of ^oruJby, believing tjiis a feafonable opportunity for purfuing 
the war, entered into a league with Voldemar ^ and renewed 
bis deprivations on the Danijh coafb. , 

While thef^tranfadions were wing forward,*the biOiop Tht hijhop 
of effe£ting his efcape front ydgburg-cqfi/e^ went firft o/Lnn^n 

to l^molm^ and trom thence to Rome^ where he added frefii ^/capes sst 
Ifucl to the fire already kindled by ms^ archdeacon. In confc- 
^uefice the kitigdom was laid under a new int«rdi£lfon, 

and 
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^arid the king mul£lted to pay the archbilhop an fminenfe firai*' 

^ of money, to indemnify his lofles and difgTdce. fyic had ^ 
fent his brother Chrifiepher and his high chaaceltor Co Ronu^ 
to plead his caufe : he now loft it, and blamed bis brother, as 
either corrupt or indolent, which produced a quarrel beewten « 
thFem. Whether the affront put dpon the king ziCallenburg 
was an effed of this difterence, or the qaufe of it, we know 
not f hiftory only relates, that Chriflopher's garrifon in that 
place (hut the gates upon Eric, juft as he was preparing Ito 
enter the city. Highly incenfed at the indignity, his majefty 

returned with a body of forces, in order to punifti the offenders. 

Chriftopher wai penitent, or rather he profeifed his ignorance 
of the whole ; but nothing lets than the death of the principal 
officers in the town could fatisfy the king. 

The next year was fpent m'a feries of altercation with the 
pope’s legate and the bi(hop o^Lunden. ‘ The legate had en- 
tered wholly into the intereft of the latter, inftfting upon 
terms which the king dete mined not to grant. He had like- 
wife refufed to pay the impofed on him by his holinefs ; 
and imagining the pope nad been deceived by a falfe repre- 
fentation of the nature of the difpute, he remitted to Rome a 
frefh impealf apd )seavy complaints both of the legate and 
archbimop. ^ 

In this fituation ftgod things between his majefiy and the 
^;)opc^ when ambalTadbrs arrived at Rofebild from Lubec^ foli* 
waiting Eric to take upon him the protection of this commercial ' 
city, greatly diftreiled by a numker of furrounding enemies, 
who envied her rapid progrefs, and caft an eye of defire on 
the immenfe wealth (he had treafured up. Eric accepted the 
propofals, and a treaty was agreed on, wh^eb^ he undertook 
to defend the Luhecken againft all their enemies, in confide- 
ration of a fubfidy of feven hundred and fifty marks in filver 
yearly. On the other hand, they were to z&. as vaftals to 
the king; and to have in pK' a certain number of forces, and 
a fleet ready to be put in mo\iQQ at the king’s call. The Lu- 
ieckers were in the mean time to Vade freely to airthe ports 
of Denma^k^ as long as this treaty remained in force, and the 
lime was limited to the term of eleven years. ^ 

This year a ncgociation for a peace between the crowns 
of Denmark and Norway was fet on foot by the duke of 
Langlandt who offered h^ mediation, and renewed the very 
terms which had been pypofed fome years before, when the 
convention was broke cBF on account of the conf|iit^rs, 
whom the king fefufed to^includc. Wiih this view he pafied 
over to Norway^ and ohitainrd from Hai.quin a promife that 
be would meet Eric at Co^fora^ each attended by a lew nobi. 

litf 
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confentVould be gained. Eric eafily aniaited to a propo* 
fal {6 cguitable, and immediately grant^ pa^pom to Haepm 
•f and his retinul ; bvt he fo^id the regicides to be .of the num> ~ , 

ber. After the commiificmers had taken a folemn oath' to W y'VV* 
fwayed by no private or national ipotivcs, they entered 
<^.>rioer$ ; but could come to no determination, and thus the Denmark 
congreft broke up without the happy fruits cxpe&cd From it. 

A siFFERENCZ which arofe between the knights of the way. 
•Ttutmic order and the bilho|> of had ^Imoft involved 
the king in a war with that warlike aiteciation ; but the pope’; 
interpoution prevented the effurion of Chriftian blood *. 

the year 1302, the king fent .the moft plaintive and fup* 
plicatingaRitters to the pope, intreating, that be 'would be 
pleafed to remove hit heavy c^fe, under which the kingdom 
had laboured fur fome years paft, and receive himfelf and 
filt^eds again into the bofom of church, allowing tbAn 
the free ufe of the holy communio^ from which they had fo ’ 
long been interdided. His holineb, moved with hit fupplica* 
tions, granted his requeft ) the interdidion yvas taken on, and 
t)ie whole kingdom rung with joy, as if fome very fignal ad- 
vantage had been obtained, ouch was the afcendency this 
politic and truly artful fpiritual foveVeignty had obtained ov«j; 


\ the minds of princes, rather ignorant than devout, fath^ 
ibperftitious than pious. ** \ 

This yrar the war b^ween Ntrwm and Denmark wasV 
again renewed. Nothing, indeed, could be more irregular' 
than tha operations of both kingdoms ; for, although nojpeace 
had been coacllded, hoitilities frequently ceafed for a year 
. or two, and then were lefumed by making a defeent on each 
other’s coafts. Hacquin fitted out a fleet, add ravaged the W'ar rt» 
Dan^ iflands ; while Eric laid fi^ge to tbtnelftrah, IVarburgy newtd 
* and other places on the fea-^aft j yet at the fame time a W/ifr Nor* 
convention was fitting for fiffling a peace. It would feem 
that Jama earl of HallanS had attempted the relief of thefe 

S rrifons ; but failing in hit attempt, be furrendered all Nertb 
alUmi to Hacquirit and made it over to him in perpetuity, 
putting himfelf and dhildreii under that monarch’s proteAion j 
and making no other terms, than if it fbould happen that 
Hacquin, by any favourable turn^^ouldVer pfocure a con- 
firmation of thib deed by Eric, he^ould then appoint his eld- 
pft fon governor of the country. ^ 

■ Prolus rid. Poktah. I. vH. Mavas. l.iu. 
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, Next year notlu^g remarkable happened* befidee that thft-'^ 
king publiihed another proclamation, citing the regicides to 
' take their trial according to law. We have a||feady f^n thar 
they were coiividted, and their eftates conSfcated : to v/hat 
purpofe, then, this new proclamation was ifliipd, we^knQW* 
no;. Certain it is, that none of tPe conf^irators obeyed the 
fujnmons, and we hear of no neW fentence pafTcd upon 
them. ^ 

In the year 1306, £ru raifed an army to fupport 
E J Sweden^ his brother-in-law, who was driven Qut of 

torts hh kingdom by his brothers. He led his troops to the fron-, 
4 rother*in- Gothland^ where he was met by the enemy. Botli 

armies encamped within fight for fome days; and at length a 
jpcriS/x^^trucei for one year, was agreed to by £riV and the 
Swedes, princes. Notwichftandinc; this, Valdrmar duke q( Fintandt, 

* one of the brothers, palled ir.o Germany^ where, Fevying a. 
body of horfe, he made a d( .cent on Schoneriy ravaged the 
country, and carried off Ch'iflopher^ king Erics brother. -At 
the fame time the No^Vgmns landed at Tormhurgy which 
' place they invefted ; but Vere repulfed, and driven to their 
fhips. 

'Fhe following year Eric rcfolved to return the infult of^ 
fereJ by the duke of Finland^ in contempt of tbe la.te truc& 
For this purpofe he raifed an army, took with him Vdtdemar 
Slefwick and his brother Eric, marched into the enemy*s 
Muntry, and came within fight of their army ; yet, after all, 
f^o battle enfued. The rigour of the winter was fo great, 

( that the fbldicrs could not handle their arms : bbfides, the, 
Swedes on his approach fent to demand equitable terms of 
peace, to which they declared they would che|u:fully fctbfcribe. 
Accoidingly a ceffation of arms was agreed^lpdn, and preli- 
minaries to a peace fettled, which were never kept. It was 
the fame with refpe£l to a truce eftablifhed with Norway^ after 
a very tedious negociation. In truth, Eric wanted vigour ; he | 
was eafily amufed with any piVtext that could keep him from 
' entering upon adton ; his enemies perceived his weaknefs, and 
converted it to their'Own purpofes. 

A. I>, Two years after the preceding truce, Eric again renewed 
the War with Sweden^ in behalf of his brother- in-laifc, who 
TAtf <war^ all this time lived an exile in Denmark. His army con- 
fitted of fixty thoufi^nd fighting men, commanded by himfelf 
perfon, atiU under him the chief nobility cf the kingdom. 
Five thoiffand horfe were ^evied in Germany, and with thefq 
forces he entered Gothland, and laid fiegc to Nuophg, 
The enemy, commanded by duke Eric, finding themfelves 
< iknablc to raife the fiege by venturing a battle, were extremclv , 
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.^igettt «nd. alert ^in titftt^ng tTte kingj* by cutting r^ all 
Ms convoys and forage. ^ For. three months £rrV lay hkbre* 
the cit]^ but carried on his operations flowly. His generals fyic 
had qu^reHed»«^i|^ry duty was relaxed, and difgrace and 
^uin vipproaching |Sy large ftrides ; when his xnajefty, defpair-^i^rMri 
Sn^of iuccefsi^' brh^eljp the (iege, and entdted upon a nego- 
ciation for a peace. "Tcri^s were fettled, the treaty figned, 
and the care of the panijh army committed to Chrijhphcr^ the 
king’s brother^ who ^^s to conduA it into Denmark. In his 
inarch be fat fire to a^great number of villages, and commit- 
ted many other diforders, contrary to the truce the king had 
juft fignea tipp^n which the Swedes lodged a complaint 
againit h[m, affd he was deprived of his cdhnniilion, and 
likewife of the dutchy of Halland^ which the king bad be* 
fto.'ved on him a little before. Chrijiopher immediately quit- p . 
ted tfie ar^Yy, and joined himfelf to the king’s enemies. 
drew up a charge againft him,*Vhich he piefented to the 
of the ftates % and Chriftopher pKj^ in his anfwer fo clearly 
every article of the impeachmenrKthat the diet interefted/’i^^r Chrif. 
themfelves in his behalf, berecchcd«^c king tint he would topher. 3 
rcftorc him to his favour, and at rcngib procured not only 
his leave to return, but the dutchy of i£?//W, upon the fame 
terms he had held it before. Before this dnt broke up, Bir^ 
ger^ fo long exiled from his own kingdom, was lifeewife reftored, 
and a peace concluded between him and b^s brothers. A remon- 
ilrance was lodged againft king Eric^ by Macquin king of » • 

complaining that he had often refufe^j the moft equita- T 
ble terms of^accommodation’^ and broke off all conventions \ 
juft when matters were on the point of being adjufted. But P 
to this Eric replied, that no terms could be equitable, or in- 
deed honourable tx him, that included a pardon for the mur- 
derers of his predeceffor. However, what this remonftrance 
could not effect was brought about by a difference which 
arofe between Hacquiny and Eric duke of Swedeland. Hac* 
quin demanded the reditution of fongely IVarhurg^ and other 
garrifons, committed in truft toAkc Ericy which he refufed, 
on being difappointed in hi# expeftation of marrying the king 
of A^<?ru//7/3 daughter. Eric of Denmark thought this the^ ^ 
faireft opportunity for cftablifhing a firm and folid peace 
tween the courts of Denmark and Norway. Accordingly 
propofed a treaty of marriage between MagnuSy Ton to Birgery 
king of Swedeny and IngeburgOy dait^hcer llacqtiin. The fen ef 
terms were accqs^cd, the marriage fif^mnized in Hajfnia^ /«- Birger 
gehurga ^tc\^Ktd queen of Norway in tailure of the male Wuc^ iiaughter 
and a folid peace concluded between the three northern ^Hac- 
powexs, all brought into a (tridt union by this alliance. quin. 
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Next yeir JSiar^Ukew^ fpeht in nvingf^peioet to \.h neiglt* 

’ ^ bourse ind tiaiK|u9it)r to his ^own* utbjeAs. The pripires of 
Hdfttin were reconciled to Denmark^ and a .certainicontro* ^ 
verfy with lVratiflem% prince of ^i(^^,';;2ni|ably teminatc'^. 
Games and tournaments were inAiCuted \^RoJioch^ tocelei* 
brate this happjPevent ; and Den^rk^ pf^hapi nev^r faw & 
more joyful occafion *. ' 

But this calm* fo necefiary and feafoiijihlc to a country ex« 
haufted with the continual ftorin of wan^ Was not of lon^ ciu- 
ration. The duke of Mecklenburg M^as Jefirous of /olemnizing 
his nuptials at Rojleck ; but the citizenr had denied 1;>m ad- 
mittance, Incenfed at this indignity, he enmpl';: /ed to Eric^ 
who wrote a peremptory order to the citizens? lo do honour to 
the duke ; but they perfifling in their refufal, he equipped a 
fleet, and failed to the coafls of Lower Saxony. Towards fhe 
h land the city was invefted by the duke of AUcklerTurg^ Valde^ 
mar of Brandenburgs and thofneighbouring princes, while the 
king’s fleet blocked it up onjho fide of the gulph or mouth of 
^e river IVarnow. Her^^ he funk (hips, laid booms acrefs, 
and raifed works on to guard which he left a flender 

garrifon, and returned Vbme ; but he was fcarce gone when 
the befieged made a brifk fally, deftroyed all his works, and 
opened the pafla^e, building ftrong towers on each fide to 
prevent his entering with the fame eafe a fecond time. Im- 
mediately after this,, they entered into a league with fome 
^/neighbouring ftates, Und, equipping a fleet, invaded Denmark^^ 
? burning Seonora, Rflljlerboey j/magria^ Eljinorey and other ciy 
ties, after carrying off a very rich booty. 

This was. an inful t which Eric ihirfted to revenge. He 
failed direfily for the ff^arnow^ attacked the tower; they had 
built in his abfence, and, after feveral brifk 9jtacks, which con- 
tinued for three days, took them by aflaiilt. ** He next drew 
lines round the city, blocked it up by Tea, and, through dint 
of perfeverance, reduced the inhabitants to fuch diftrei's, that 
they turned their refentmef^ againfl the fenate, and broke out 
into an open revolt. They \:ifirmed, that their liberties were 
fold to the king, and that the mcMth of the river was blocked 
up'by their connivance. Enraged at this notion, they flew like 
maniacs round the ftreets, feized and put to death feveral fe- 
nators of the firft diflin£lion, tortureds^thers, an^ at length, 
tired with (laughter and barbarity,^ fent to king Eric to depre- 
cate his wtath, aC: pardofi for their rebellion, and fuc, in the 
moft fubmiffive terms, ftv* peace. The ki/<g, whofe temper 
was prone to mercy, heird their fupplications^ and pitied theif 


* Vid. Att£h. cicat ibid. 
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^cmAioA of hit kingdom..feqiiiring hiilmtiie* 

diate he reierrel the burg^heia to the duke of* 

^ Meciki^urg^ \q whom he teommeod^ the miideit treat- y 
ircifc. A celTaupn' w<-hofti)ctie8 was granted, and commif* 
i^oners were appolk^ed to ftfltle the preliminaries tor a thorough 
agreement. Tfjhc^trcaty *tAas to be negociSted without the 
wallsi but the 'duk^Hleteril^ined otherwtie ; and being impU* 
cable againlt the ci^izens^ he found means to convey a party 
of choice foldiers, cw^ Covered waggons, that were enter* 
ing *'Tbel/«^12lz6d' upon the gates, and let them 

open* i; The duke w^th his whole army ruflied in, and an ^itp 
obftinate Chttle ^fi^d in the market-place, when the duke 
pereaiVing maO^ like to prove too hard for hifh, proclaimed 
the king s orders,^hat juflicc fhould be admniftered bylaw, 
without having rehourfe to the fword ; and that his only mo- 
tive lor feiicng the ci^y was to provide hU trt^ps with better 
quarters during a negotiation ti'^c might prove tedious. The 
citizens no fooner heard this de<.^aration than they drew oi^ 

*and permitted the duke to quarter troops without niolefta*- 
tion. They were mulded to pay, three inilallments, the • 
fum of fourteen thoufand marks in fiFfer, or that value in fear- 
let cloth, and other merchandize, to indemnify the king, the 
duke, and the tMtqMis of- Brandenburgs tof the expences of 
the wstr \ 

This year a confpiracy formed again(( the king’s life was. A, D. 
kdifeovered by Eric of Langland*s wife. After his ilcatn, #She\ 1312/ 
^ad found a letter in his cabinet, containing an account of the \l^njpiray 
p(dt and the names of all the confpirators, and plainly aii^evered. 
ing that her huiband was deeply engaged in this villainous de- 
fign. Weighing her duty to the king againft the regard (he 
ought to preferve ^or the m^ory of her husband, at length 
ihe determined to reveal the whole, which (he di<l9 by pre- 
fenting the letter to king Eric. The affair was kept a pro- 
found (ecret, until the diet was afTembled. and then the king 
ordered the paper, (igned and fea^^’d by the confpirators, to be 
produced. As foon as the allon.inment of tflb per>pic ceafed, 
they requeued that the cor»fpirators might be feized and pu- 
nUhed. Immediately Andrew Hogby and Nickdas Ranne 
were put^n irons, and broke on the wheel, ending tbofe lives 
in mifery which they^had fpent in planning the mod vil- 
lainous and horrid defigns. All the others, among whom 
were fcvcral ‘ bi(hops, particularly ^ofe of Ro/cHilaj Othons 
Wiburgy ahd Slrfivuk^ were pardd^. on account of Erids 
great regard for their facred funfiion, which it would. 
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» ftrm m$ • protiSSIwi for irfjifon 
' crimes 5 onJy of allffeianee wis revlS'^'i 

vrhich they Were tt libcny » h^ak as |Jjey haS don^ the for* ^ 
mer, fince they were tied down* by no {tfdaiea or other 
ritv for their good conduct . , r ' y 

Towards th6 clofe of this yeatj a ftew d«ng! wjs tettled; 
5tv which £rie, Hac^an^ Birgtry Vuke oUiJl)pher^ yaldema^ 
and Erict dukes of Swedtland, with ffi^->al other princes, 
prefided in perfon. Here it W/j.-r'JiQP'-*^ to fftabli^ thp 
late peace, concluded bctweeaiAadle e^rinccs* /,^'r^amoir 
folid bafis, as difficulties occurred whic j had then J>eei. j -'led 
over unohicrved, The congrefs fat for a , Trlvemonth, 
and at latt aM particulars were adjufted to if,) * .ystaHton of 
every individual. 7 .' 

This year an infi rreflion appeared \n'>7i>rth Jutland, ex- 
cited by fome of <hc nobility, wh<'...;nftigated- f|ie people 
An'nJnr- againft the govern nent, aiW^madc them refufe payment of 
rtJion in tbc taxes impofed l,y the kiyy and diet. They foon broke out 
Jutland, into ads of violci ce, ma^eting the fteward of the houlhold, 

■* whom the king had I nt to appeafe them. Upon this the 

king put the army in roolwn, and was marching againft them, 
when the infurgents -thought it advifcable to fubmit, and 
throw themfclycs ajpon his clemency. Eric pardoned thcpi, 
but impofed a new tax, by way of fine, which was continued 
Jor a long time upder the name of Galdtcom ; and to awe 
r-hcin for the future, lie erc£ted four ftrong caftles in the pro- 
vince, in which he placed numerous garrifons : but the no, 
bility did not cfcape with the f».ne favdui. Four were pro- 
fcribed and banifhed, and Peter Parjius pardoned, on condi- 
tion that he took an oath at the high altar, to brqpk off all 
correfpendence with his late friends, the ciipmics of his coun- 
try, and to remove with bis whole houfbold into Zealam 
within the year. 

• A p About the beginning of the year a difpute arofe betweer 
’ ' f r/r and the itiarquis of Brandenburg, about Stralfunde, tht 

DiJputTbe- inhabitants of sdich had mddc feyeral incurfions into the ter 
PWM» ritories of the prince of Rugen, the king’s vaffaU Thefe thf 
Denmark prince retaliated, and was fupported by the king, while thi 
and Bran- city of Stralfunde was prote^cd by the marquis. Thing, 
dwburg. were likely to terminate in an open rupture between the tw< 
courts, when the marquis, apprehenfive of the confequences 
made ove^urcs which were accepted. I'he city of Straljund 
was forced to break off t|^ Alliance with Brandenburg : it wa 
obliged to lelinquidi thr forts built, and encroachments mad 
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acknowledge the forereignty 
all the prifoners, and to in- 
af the war. But the next year 
Ee the (irfl: article of this treatVy 
marquis ; and fuon after th(;y 
led all the others, %y marching in 
prritory of Rugen^ pluntiiTing anc^ 
ley went. IVtuJlnw (.lifparchcd 
' afi^accgl^t df' this to £V/f, who, without ilelay, 

Itnt O/^V'^s^Alemarvof c!ai:4Jj^n, to the marquis ol Bran- 
wi|h remonf^nces agairft his condu£f, and inlilfing 
upon the late thcaty; but OUhii returned 

with" nothin^iiiir^^tibfadory than thaKhc marquis had not at- 
tempted any thing stgainfl the crown ot^enmark. JViujlaio 
was io the jjiean ^irpe prcfling for a reiiforcement, that he 
r mjglu be akifb to take Al field ^ainft .thclencmy, which tlic 
k.1n^ fent with all the expeditjbn poffiDK ; but before the 
' Danes arrived a peace was fettled^bon mu\i the fame terms 
as the former. ^ ^ 

ERIC ftudied peace, and was laynjg thi foundation of a 
plan for paflfinu; the reft of his life in tranquility, when Efger 
Julius^ archbifhop of Lunden^ difturbeck his repofe. What 
th^ motives for this quarrel were, we are noj informed. I'he 
difference was referred to the pope, and decided, contrary to 
the ufual cuftom, againft the prelate, who.was mulcted to pay 
the king five thoufand marks of filver in tire fpace of ten yc^rs, ^ 
rigoroiifly enjoined by his holinefs, attempt nothing \ 
i^Wther in hi^diocefe or cll'evfticre, contiary to the will of Ins 
^fovercign. ^ 

AcAiN«the war broke out between Denmark and Brandcn- 
hurg^ Chrijhphe^^ gie king’s brother, and feveral of the no- tween 
bility, adhering to the latter. The allies fitted out a fleet at D umark 
Stralfundcj and made a defeent on Fionia^ where they took anH liran- 
by affault the city Swenburg^ and defeated Fkpp^ governor of denburg. 
the ifland, who had colledfcd a lumultuary army to oppofe 
them. £V/f, on the firft notice, \Kr\X. Harman^ eail of Giica^ 
with feven thoufatid men, to* lay ficge to Stralfunde^ and foon 
after reinforced him with a ftrong body of Swedes^ which 
Berger ha|| fent to his afliftance. C>n his arrival in Germanyy 
Harman wa^ joined by % great number of princes and noble- 
men, yafl'als to the crown of Denmark, riie duke of Saxe 
Lawenburg had, in particular, exerted himself lojdiftinguifh 
his loyalty, in vWiich he was untfe^lvnate ; for encamping 
with his own troops nc-^r Stralfundey baore the Danes arrived, 
he was attacked by a body of the enemy, who faliied out of 
the town, deieated, and taken prifoncr. In a few days the 
Moo. Hist. Vol. XXXiI. reft 
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reft of the army came up an^ invefted ^e Tne tUgi 

'was carried on with very lilt Wprogrefs for Mwal 
finding chat the king did nol^ arrive ns was with a A 

army, Harman and the princes^^aqjced h^ak up tSciJP.taY ip. 
Eric^ indeed, averfe to war, rc^olA^C*9 if ,>*could be effie^ted^ to 
accommodate masters. This • ii^&fitrvn ir. him induced ‘a . 
number of the neighbouring prn^:«ii& to o6Fer their 

diation. Accordingly a pcac^^was ccifhcluded, and all the 
places which the marquis of-tl^ and his allies Jr id* 

feized, were rcltored. tietfvkS^n^^o a fti ct 

obfcrvance of the articles tii the prccd^’og treatyj^'anfi^'VJSbic an 
oath not only to abifain tXcixn all attemf) the diftridl of 

Rugen^ but to repel. - witn his whole powi?t • th*/ 'Attempts that 
fhould be made by any tether prince wha^oever. In a word. 
Eric acquitted hin'fclf fo well in this p.gocist*on, that not- 
withilanding the Advantages the en^/hy gainetS^' ^n the' war,\ 
through his ina£t! ity, he h d a peace upon the fame terms 
might have exp^fctcd frtm rthc moft vigorous and fuccefsful 
t operations in th{' field.^We have in our own time feen fimi- 
, lar inftanccs ; : nd pethaps the treaties of Utrecht and Aix-la^ 

Chapelle will be ranfmitted to poflerity as proofs of the fupe- 
rior utility of minifterial to military talents. 

CHRISTOPHEEy the king’s brother, could not however 
obtain the terms he expected ; and for that reafori went over 
A. D; to Sweden^ where Ne lived in exile until the year 1318. When 
1318/ the king was takeh ill with that diforder which put an enl 
Ehl iftcs, to his life, he ex^reffed his defirc of being reconciled to hi^ 1, 
and accordingly granted him a free pardon, without flipulatr.g 
any terms ; foon after which he died, appointing Chriflopher 
his fucceflbr, and carneftly recommending it to 4 hc nobility 
round him to fup port his claim (A) *. v .. 

... , ERIC is greatly extolled for his piety, found policy, and 
^ juftice. None of the wars in which he was engaged were fo 

* " imp<'»rtant as to gain him the reputation of a great warrior ; 

yet notwiihftanding his p|cific difpolition, be Teemed by no. 

* Crantz.* p. 309. 

(A) Pontanuf and Meurjtus this opinion of h?^. But we 
both alledge, that he exhorted are inclined to believe from 
them not to eledl his broclier the free pardon he granted him* 
king, knowing )gell how uohe and upon the authority of Cr^n/- 
he' was to' govern a grer jc/a/, that *he aduaily named 
dom ; and indeed Ch^ifiepber^s him to the fucceiTion (1}. 
Ct'iiuuJl would feem f:o jullify 

(1) pcKtgnm /. vii, /wtfKr/*. li. 





^ Tb0 Hiftmj Wf .Denmark. 

i** *valour anAmilitary ulents. THis at 13^ 
¥f^NfiJ)|^m^Lthat whateveifhis fuccefs was in thefield, 
always dime onF with ih^nouland advantage in every peace 
* ' ' " ' ‘ nd him no children, though he 
^giburga. This was the greater 
iVs charader was more retnarka- 

• 


ta/ 


ufHIfeWic made. *? 'icft J 
by hit 


Jknisftirtuiiv., at ^ 
i^le than his patei 


Miuri. ibid. 
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■ Containing the k^gns of ChriftipfiSK II. Eric IX. and 
Val^nuc ^ iSlefwick •, the Exiuljion and Rejti- 
%.tl(tion 1 ^’ Chriftopljcr, t^jo-th^'ear 13 J 7 . 
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II. 


jp R IC was dead before Chri/iopher receded advice of his Chrifto^ 
paidon. Immediately he hadened to Aenmark^ and find- pher II, 
ing the throne vacant, he fupplicated iirfhe moil abjetSt mari- 
nes, not only the nobility and clergy, but t^e ^ery dregs and 
refufe of the people, for their intereft at the enfuing eledioii. 

He difiributed prefents, and difperfed pi4mi<c» among them 
^with great liberality ; in a word, he was the firft king of 

we find mentioned in hiftory, who obtained his crov^ n 
4 y bribery ,«corruption, and* arts unworthy of a prince. His 
half-brother John earl of Wagria^ canvafled for votes in much ^ 
the fame manner, but with Icfs fuccefs ; for though the pnn- Chrillo- 
cipal perfons inathoa kingdom were difpofed to cledt Eric duke 
of Sle/wickf in order to unite that duichy to the crown, yet fj^g 
the vulgar, and Chrijlopher^s party, prevailed. He was 
cordingly feated upon the throne, after a warmly conteiied corruption. 
eledlion, towards the beginning of the year 1320, about two 
years after the late king's deceafe. It would feem that a par- 
ticular oath was adminifterbd to him, and different in fome 
rcfpeil to that taken by his prcdcceflbrs ; for we find it reciicd 
at large ly Pontanus^ containing in fubfiance, 

‘ rh;^ the bifiiop^ clergy, and religious (bcicties, of all The oath 

* orders, Ibould be preferved in the full pofleffion of all their adminif^ 

^ liberties and immunities : that ahe fiaKrerdotal fu2i£lion tered to 

* Oiould be beftAved or pcrmittcd?^tfk none but perfons duly Chrifto- 

* ordained according to the canons omhe church : that fu- pker. 

* reigners, and thoi'e who were unacquainted with the verua- 
^ cular language, fiiould be excluded*from ail preierments in 

' Q, 2 the 
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«»thc cl?urch : that a cicrgylian Ihould. onlW aw^Mjnl!^ 

* be tried in a civil court, and jjbjcdl only to the 

‘ fpiiitual rouit : that the clergy taxes: feat rno*-* 

* na(k*iies flionld be under no maint'dn‘jJ^^ork:^ 

‘ and dogs fo^ the king’s ufe ki^hta and‘n«ble1^i|h 

* have the privilege of acquitting V hu%\’;^?ais ^cfufed'knd con^ ^ 

* vidted of dimes, on their payil^C a firi^^not exceeding foifi* 

‘ maiks : that barons be not t(> lerve in the wars bi- 

‘ yond the hontitrs of the ^ that (y\bu Id ^ tlvy ''bj* 

* taken priUners, the kiiifl^ffSll rec^^em tfiHlY“tf^-hin tlf^^ 

‘ fpace of oi'iC vear, olherMfe they be e^c^npftrPtfbm 

‘ Iciving a li^coiid iime;'»*or fhall it diFh^''fj^SToipjijpir ho- 

* Hour, that they reb^f^ tH<cir fervicc : that ^id^’iSfrHg fhall nei- 
‘ ther proclaim waj, nor ^^oi clude pcaccf without the con- 

* fent ot the hinio'js ami iir.bdity : tha^ ' b Gj^ir in^ of other 

‘ foreigner, hold ijhe gv-n'cyiirycnt o> v5^mmand cfi« any cafVIe, ’ 
‘ citadel, ciiy, te/^^n, or ncr forireis within the kingdom i ' 
‘ nor occupy ar^/ polls *''** places of any k^nd or de//omina- 
tion : that all| the ^‘iifons of except* the 

‘ fortrelles of Cf\^,lhigch^ Sawdenhurg^ and Ripen, be demo- 
‘ liflied : that a'f-'-e pardon fhall be granted to all outlaws, 

* and their heirs : tlfftt no perfon be pcriecuted on account of 

* his attachmvnt to the late king ; on the contrary, the lung 

* (hall, at his own coil, fupport all caufes for the defendant car- 
‘ lii d on upon iha^acc4niiu : that the king exert his utmoft 
^ cSulcavoiirs to <;utct and heal up ail differences and parties 
< among lbs fubjtdls : that rn-ei chants be free of all duti s 
‘ and ejitiies in the ports of the^kingdom : that «x) conitraiKc-^ 
‘ orauilKuity, not permitted by law, be laid upon the pea- 

* f.ints by the king’s officers : that an annual die^be held at 
‘ X:\L’irg : that all the laws paffed by F'Sldemar be preferved 
^ in thi ir mil force, and their del'ctk fupplied only with ap- 
‘ podjaiion of the diet : that no perfon be fummoned to the 

* kiiy’s c(.urt, before his caufc has firlt pafl’cd through an in- 

* fc; jof emrt : that no peribn be condemned to death, or 

* ha-’c !'is gf^ods confilcaicd, but bv public fentence and trial : 

‘ th.it ail iii‘pol',d lioce ihe*deaih of yaldemary and par- 
‘ liv'uloly ihc pLg-ptiir/:f:g be abobfiicd : that all caufes be 
‘ fii;l :jkJ in rhe couit ot the particular diocefe wt'herc the 

* p.i. i.vS rrlide, next the provincial\-ourt, afterw'ards in the 

‘ ki..-’" coi.i'.cil, and ItlUy, before the diet, provided fuch 
^ •aij ke KqtfiiV.c, parties not obliged to come out 

*■ <}i lii* ir tA.'i) provyce : thriC all places “ belonging to the 

Cioi 'p, pledged to he nobilitv, fhall remain in their hands, 

‘ icdcemcd at the hated pruc : that the king fummon 

*• no ij cppcar'ai any court beyond the limits of his 

* ^wi 
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: that he be Kable to all the latA kingV^ 
* deBfSr^at hc^jmalce not the leaft alteration in any of chc^ 


229 


hc^ake 

*]a\ p or a )nftitutRim/;)Pjtiic k 
of left ill'll 


ve 


dom.* To thfle articUs fc- 
n x^cre annexed, all of which 
foaled, a great yuniber of the 
j^ribing to it as witnelics 

inftrumenr, to v^ll!ch ihc king 


ih J 

.5j?^f clergy and tiodIW'^^^ 

^^ROM this oailf/^Jr rath 

an^^ted by oath, it limited the .luthoriiy 

cariy i^iiod^^ r , fio.u iiiany cir- 
cutift.'mcya*, (hat IdtmOly tbc‘'p^rogarii:e was mocc* exte nd- 
ed. Tlfc dieJ^J^aiJ ^crl!^^es about tlA*^hara^ljy[ lA ChnJ} 9 l>hcr ; 
and this induces. \‘’i:'*jiioplc to lay 1%^ under^^j^iLliuns for- 
•merly unknovi/'n ,-^)d perhaps his j»wn*?jiethcd of applying 
•T^y: tiicir votes had (,t*vcn them the /rfl inpm.iiion of liiis fit 

jTv ilegn 


<1 the* luhji l 1. Jt 

f- 7 ^/ 7 - 
cry 


opporti^ty,.jD^#fatCi/ ig the p 

that the cIL'rgy had^^a^n^tdctyble fhctic in 
noph,r\ t:!c4lia4»,^as vve fee their J^inunilie rjccuied in a vc 
partici^.fTiianiKT.' \ 

ImVmkdi A' i FLV the fortre flcs in A^of^hy^iXml wcic demo- 
lifted, agreeable to the oatli, the people preiruJing that they 
ferved as ftrong holds for the factious, in fatH they 

looked upon tlicm as the means whereby ffle c’lovvn retrenched 
.‘theiROwn licentious fpirit. ^ • 

This year the Jie.vA’r rebelled againft fonto 7 ?/V- 

and drove the latter out of the kiiiLH^Mn, together with 
h's queen jllufuaret. The old monarch fought protc(I:liBn 
\n^enmarky and Vi^as recti vedjrtflecd by Chr^/loplKTy tho’ with 
•dire warmth mui coiciiality than he had formcily been by Ericy 
who had a foul capable of feeling the misfoituiies of others, 

I:j the y^ar 1 322 the king called a diet, in order to fettle 
the fuccefton, aj health was extremely infirm. He had 
intercil enough to have the crown fettled in iliiS his own 
family, and his fi.n /V declared prcfumpiive heir, the part- 
ner of his authority, and afiociate in the throne ; at the fame 
time he had him crown;.d by the biftop of Lundm, 


A. D. 

,1 Vv'. 


CHRISTOPHER n. and E R I C IX. 

Ir was not before the year 1 323, that the public tranquility Eric IX. 
began to bediftuibed, b^ the king’s neglect of the (olemn ^\\- eleaed an 
gagement he had entered into at his acceflion. His brother’s a£'oaate in 
debts he refufed to pay; at leaft he prevaycated in fucha/^ir throne^ 
manner, that mai«y of the creditiK^^ccame banlcrupt, on 
account of the laige Turns due to thm from the crown, 
which nhliged ihcm to flop payment. Jefidcs, he demanded 


* PONTAW. 1. vn. 

Cl 3 
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large 
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ChriPJ* ^ 

pflift'i upvn 

hi • iuro na- 
tion catb. 

The people 

iivtit. 


\ 


A. D. 
1324. 

1 ,C\MS of 
BriMulcn- 
burp wf.r- 
firs L'iuif 
topht r*j 
eiaughter, 

Duke of 
Slefwick 
dies. 



Vvhtre he di.M'oYi ail bt'YOi^* him by jj re and f-.n.'!. 'Inc'', 

Y*' all ex^jt-uiiion ; but ' 

c Siml^ malier t)f the fir sig ■ 
uimi'ren nc.ir h; .inbuhn^y \\\c\x he carr'^r,.,,<.d, a. ^l^^thcn re- , 
taicd in gocJ otde»f. oelo . *h'e kiriii 
'oi'iil .<L for Cl^yljp 
wirh l\' ritinrons a 


1^ ouiJ cr-* t-p. JC 
pbi'K lo j.url'ue hit'-' ' the wi.-.ier 
a bolt, that :}ie ijalt* v as Irr/zc’l 


fthe /i?rf <7/ Denmark.' , 

iarp,e Turns from the clergy, V nd took back^^) vlgl^ivvt the ' 
plj( I's be had given in lecujty for. tb? jv^ymenlj, of crown 
lit bis. I'his inflamed the nl^l who imnicdiaj^I^^^K^ to 
aims, aiid among the firft formeuy ^fiw’.n of 

the ktii^his, and P^iyri/iy, '^wtd'Oukc of Aj^ 

laiuL r<) tlieic the au hbi(hopi^»rl!^i^ joined his 
r<;gcihcr w'ith that of leveral Q(„.the ^rft p'^bility in Schof^ < 
vviih all ihnr hirnds and s2^iXjf^^^^*prrnevin^ ard^^ 

ot uiflindion in the Vondajl^o\\n{r)\fi. 
adhercMifs ; in p ijjj’rpowcriul L^nfcderacy^ 

ag.nrilt Chi/h^'Ay- Ihv Jf 

bidKMhi iW lirlj.e itcred upon by making a_ 

df'cept on *SVA'./ 7 //*/ anc^ paflTn-.g fin vi y^.'ciu e 1 “o fealundy. 
.M'oYi '* ail bcYOi'* him by i 

king lailed a loiX -^oppole him^‘.\n all ejtfjfuiiion ; b 
}i‘i‘'Ht'Jin had nj|,-lc himlejf malier of 1 

// 

trt i 

was not no ill I 
c*ime on 

fnti tor forty and pauengers walked fioui DuKjnr*rL 

npi n il'.< ifc to nt!gh'.'ou»ii>g kingdoms, as if it had ^btci. 
film land, life vvys eager, h )wevcr, to regain the citadel of 
llwiemiy and 01 a .td Petr If^chdell to inveft it wirh a body 
fij/, t loops. // erihil obeyed his maflcr's orders, carrying on 
bis o|HTatioi.i \yuii fo iiuiy;^ vij our, that the ganifon J^r- 
rendcred piif^^ncrs of war in ikc Ipaci. ot a fcw^lays, in 
of all the cndcavouis of the aichbilhop of Linden^ who left 
no meafures untried for its defence 

I'his year the king married his dau^tcr, wi;h a portion 
of twelve thouland maiks m filvei, 10 Lewis Brandenburg 
of Lewis o( Bavaria^ and gave in I’ccurity for the payment of 
the n.oney, certain crown lands in Livonia. By this means 
he hopvd to (Irc ui^thcn his interefl, and gain allies who might 
be uleful in lupporting him againfl his refiacloiy vafl'als. 

'I H£ follow ing year ditd the duke of Stejwii \ leaving be- 
hind a young fon called P^aidesnar. I'he king relieving that 
the i^uai Jianibip of this minor belonged by right {o him, en- 
tered thedutchy with an aimy, and^^feized upon all the ci- 
ties, towns, and fortrefles, except Goitofy^ which he in- 
vefled ; ^ Gerhofid carl ot Randfiar^^ uncle to the you' g duke, 
aiVaming his right Xj'Clie guardidulhipfi was provoked at 
Chri/iopher*s condiui. He accordingly raifed a body of 
foicts in Holfteiny jjAwe battle to the king before Cot*'>rf^ dc- 


feared 


* Aud. citat. ibid. 
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raifea the n|ge. To thTs was aAleilmHh 
trouMelteoviqn^j, to^ death IVitlflaw^ prince of 
*<v^Jiel<Pihi> trrr.il^y amd Stiplfandf as fiefs of the crown of 


He was hown^'i^ryiio fooner dead, thun the conn- 
y Vandal whom 

deterrmi%^Vfd% Jwi by force. In oidcr to l ipp^it 
-.^p!.‘nceS''>f wur.fhe levied a tax upviO his • 

fjX rencw**ig the contrary to his oath. Nc\: h.c 

ai’oi^ countiy, then in- 

vt ded rV.j Tiirfod. fooQ punilhed thole who 

'i : .’t'A^iki ill iviti\t^ tl^e tS^/z^A?/ piincjs. 

i'.! to ' A b.u* if made rhe r/v 

, d :'• ^Tjorc g*'neial ; w*it • t'?5t»^iiiiallv opprefiivc, I rt 

Lty: :c nt a . ’.iK-renc mannerf'«r/'| / ' 5t»j' cither name, wr.jlu taxn/uiv^ 
ha\ w- 4,1,, •■' woihcr piece ol rtf'. 

n\ .rlf^!uc>* 1 * ^thi. inofi dniigerous 

tLenne,. by . *^o. I'^vli uifiui uce wiin the 

pefy.^'*^t' 'T*c iieiatioas * .*i. 
naite'y in wuijni.t •' 

'.Irnt'u »'Hi) 3 cc ipr oi ii.c 
to i'cilnihiae .'1 che i.ifcJic 


r 4 .acir Vi Cn^irdirope nio« 
4 I ti.;. lyiiiops, was con-, 
older . iiu l>:(iion‘, began 
to p^C'.h a- ainlf the go- 
iry. ut a delign li> 
tramj^ on the neck of 
[leir ptiviit‘i.\es wcie 
Lit he aimed at ab- 


Jfernmcr.t. U'njicpber was 'aCvt*: ,, 
c Jtirpatc the lar^red functio* it* ' tra 
hberty. I'he b.flmps cried 01, that 
g:ory infringed ; the nobles e> * .iiicd, i 
foluie i* 3 wer, the ruin of the noS..ry, Kv retufing to paj* hjs,t 
^^othoS debts, and reco^ e»-int^by t 'fce .he j ’edges they held 
fn fccurity^jf payment. 'I iTe people murmured at the weight 
of taxes, and efpcciailv at piog-penwn^^^ the mo!t .- ievous of 
'ri ' taxes, 4 )ecaufe it fell wholly on the pocjr labourer. Rebel- 
lie t talked alo4id,»difcontciit appeared in every ouarter, and 
foo’ ' confederacy was formed to depofe 6 'A/ rV:/l/;tT and his 
fon 'I’he duke of HallanJ^ Canute Pof jiui^ the arch- 
bifhop of Lunden^ Laurence "Jonea^ Lewis Eve^JUtn^ and a 
great number of nubility, pubiifhed a proclamation, inviting 
all the f'^iends of liberty to throw ofF the yoke, and oppole 
the rapid progrefs of tyranny and opprelfion. They declared 
the Government of Cht iflopher no \ox\gcx tolerable; they 
thereforti ref ed to withdraw their allegiance, and ufc their 
utmod endeavours to tlepofe him. 

CHRISTOPHh R r* Jed in the caftle of JVayfemhurg when 
this proclamation a l{:s^ 1 * he faw S(J)onen^ Zca- 

land and FioniiP^ united againftTfiirrk but, inllead of apply- 
ing lei j' *s, he ufed force, and lent ftis fon Eric againft the 
reberU, propofing to follow him direAly with a flrong rein- 
l*\>rcement. He advifed him indeetk to lern.inate matters, if 
^ 0^4 poflible, 
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The Htfio\ 

^ {^ibJe*, \i an amicable mannei 
call it was now too late to he 
^ kr> than extirpation could cure. 

and was there furrounded by thV^Jl^conynts, 
him on every fidy, and in lets find^Ai% 

v\'ir)lt ainry prifoners. The foon reac^j^*/ 

7- in;^ (IhtiJLiphcr : he found himfclf^neqiiar' ftiengih to 


rather than baa^a ^ 
the wot^nd^ j^/mch ftotfiiiKT' 
.ifEri^ ms^^fthed ioTarnebujL' 


Lng 
:o ( 
ere 


to ’rj^rjnaff 


V 



hiacd on his trcafiire^ d^^i3kd^^ith it 
i oo.rnv.jii-d by h's fons f 1 

i’*; oi:v:ninli ar>ces hefv'*'^ iXiC^^andal princes, ^Tl 
J.s r A ;.'n Ihauhih^ wiiftance^ relVorlng 

lii.:i to ill-* .5/ ^ 

1\ lilt* .ni«-,io' tirne,-‘:iiel malconfciVs, perceiving ihct the 
c;'‘'.vn UMS :ih(ln.ato<k' tiiicV: ' Auo a IhiCt league W’ith p alder^ 
oi then tvi'cive of ik^o ;• '.^vrrchj*lhcy 

o flaiul h/ tM€h-/Our, ..n 


;.•?./;• (ink 

Cl) M. t J 
ri.’icii, 


sii-/Mur, ant- oppofe all (ZJrrJt^^jet^ 
to iccovcr/iis throi^ and the gnarc|ia,»=*^^Mp of WAy- 


7 cA/. Nor was t^is jcaguo^ithout grounds ; for ChiV/i-'^L-fr^ 
rollMo’-n.. (I'jcri.ff ;i fleei^hy means of his fon-in-law and ilsc 
■A* ^ • / ii/i M«/‘, iv’nrnvdV o Dcrj.iaiK^ and made fcvcral uiifuccelslul 

:. ::':i.{ f:. to rccovJ^ j.lic t^owii he had loll by his own iqi- 

[):ii'A‘ncc. i 


rtr.r) 

o/ 

wic-v., i-c 

eel .;■ ;/^r. 


I’ J L dp: 

imMIit', 3o»l 


A R S L E S W I C K\ 


I priiich)al prrfons concerned in the 
ItMiiUL- rololvv’d sioy to ciit 1 j?vj olT fioin all hopes of evtx 
ref liming, \^'ith this view thty*aflemhlcd at andj^ 

IV. th the conic nr of the people publicly elctSlcd Faldiniar of 
hing(A). In order to bind the clergy IJrongly to 
hn iMt(.i. ho bigan his reign by cv‘nl(:iriijg ft 4 .vours on them, 
lie coniirni’'J the diocefe of Sifj\uick, and all the churches, 
lees, and moni.:deries of the kingdom, in all the privilege^ 
and inifi. unifies wh'.eh they evci enjoved. 7'hc fame he did 
wiih icfpec^ to a number of cities and corporations. He 
nude ovei iSjwrA 'Juiland lo his uncle Gerhard of Re^djliurg^ 

** M^ues. 1. iv. p. iii. p. 70 . Pontas, 1. vii. 


(A) Wc miirt obferve that 
many o je'linns were raided 
ag.dnil tiic\ legality of this elec- 
tion. 'I'he king alone hadj^v^;r 
to c('nvoke a diet ; but h/Te the 
le:.c^uc .'JiTumed to them^Ivcs a 
r«g.il autliority. Pg/:tanss fays, 
fhjt VauLtnar was elecled-by an 


afrcmbI)%of the nobility, with- 
out once mentioning a general 
diet, or the votes of the di;Tc- 
rent fla'es.‘ JThc event fiivws 
what the general opinion was, 
for Vtdilcmar enjoyed his new- 
acquired dignity but a fhort 
tiriic. 

/ 




s h 

Klther 

attach tji 


<^b^Jioryyf*Bi 

to be faeld as a$ef of 


H^^liflory Yf* Deftm|rk. 

»e faeld as a^ef of the crown. Ike gtanlfad^* 
Up^s to nobility and people, the more ' ^ 
Mi^oTTi^Vitereft ; yet, after all, his rci;»n 
ileferves to be ranked amon^; the 
his warmcli friends to fo high a 
.fiYew upon them the envy of othcr|, 


attach ri®lyo^ 

of authoffty^' 
A^o rtvOTrfi’c 


,Avno rtvOTj^K fervicls merited the fame regard. His 

i i^uth.^f^vr^fooinF Fijitahii a*W fadtion : each llrovc whofliould 
.^he yoj/hg rTiO[iaichX^-W«T5qf confcqucnce the whole 
'^biifoTtunatcly no rc-^nt^^'^ appointed ; but that 


'^biifoTtunatcly no rcwntv^'^.appointed ; but that 
pt^erwas Vnlgfd in the hands of o e hody^^s nobility, or rather 
in thofe of kmg*s chief favou'Aes (A).' ‘.T^he public rc- 
pofe was difturl}>t?d* by a difiert to* iJjc tween IJ^o and the 

archbifnop Litn^irn* N<.^i |iV^, h^ahlejitar king of 
Swc:Un. jjd* lap clairU toltis mcuher’s for- 

t\ iK^ Sc^V'il difeontenfs F'lonia^ 'Lea* 

icrmii other partsW the ki'^gdom. But what 

furiY^\ir3 the flirt opportunity foremen rcbeJjion was a tax inij 
pofed on the Lcnlandcrs^ in order to rcdl-em fome of t!ic 
crown-lands. 'I’hc people refufed to pay Vie tax: they took 
aims to fupport their rcfufal ; but werc/oin cruflicd by the 
^iiddcn arrival of a parly of the king’L 
a 'Med a con reft between the duke of ffcckhnhurg and the 
clnldren of / prince of aPbut the diilridl fur- 
rounding the illand. The latt^ had iccourfc to king 
mnr^ oi rather to his uncle who fent abodyof horfc 

;() their alliftance, defeated iHe duke's troops, and then con- 


To this was 
urg and the 
dillridl fur- 


clnldren of / prince of alVut the diilridl fur- 
rounding the illand. The latt^ had iccourfc to king Vi^lde*:^ 
mnr^ oi rather to his uncle who fent abodyof horfc 

'() their alliftance, defeated ^He duke's troops, and then con- 
' Vi tided a treaty with him, which was foon bioke, after the de- 
parture of the J)ancs. 

All tlfis while Cbrijlopher wasbuficd in forming a plan for ^ p 
the recovery of^hiiTcrown. He wrote to feveral oh the bilhops ,128! 
and nobility, who, he knew, were diflatisfied with the little Chrftlo- 
fliare they had in the government of affairs. He ufed every pher t£ike$ 
pofTible endeavour to draw oft' his brother the carl of IVagria meafures 
from his allegiance to the king : he engaged the bifhop of Co* for re* 
logn^ by a fubfidy of twenty thoufand marks in filver, to RfUd cewring 
him with all his force in depofing Voldemar ; he foliched the his crown, 
princes of the empire, and even the emperor himfelf, for fuc- 
cour. la thefe applications his fon>in-law of Brandenburg 
exerted himfelf, having made a vifit in perfon to the emperor 
to plead the caufe of Cbrijicpher, He difgerfed declarations 


(A) Mcurjtus affirms, that 
Cirbardf the king’s uncle, had 
ali the authority of regent ; yet 


do not find his name m^n* differeht perfoiis. 


any of the public aft* 
contrary, they are all., 
ly a great number of 


through 



«34 


Ihe Hiftofy tji^Denmatk. 


though i/vcry part of Dinmm^k^ 
i, and neve 

contusing and x>btaining 


promlfing i 


'"gTjcvanccs, and never to underr;|<# any pij^lfC 
‘ obtaining the con^t 





rral dierj 


alj) 
^hoiif 

g 


to have 
He 

Gerhard and 


m order 
pi ince 


While Chrijhpber wz% cmployi^4H‘tIfr^ihanncr, Kle^ar- 
quia of Brandenbirg took his fon ‘co5^t^ 

in nrcipr fn havc him inftruflcd bccoir.ingj^Y 

obtained letters from^ihe ciT!|J>:'J*or, ‘i/iftlrnlcd t(tf 
the other nobility Jr j :r ’'*^.Trn^din^ 

to them to chufc umpire^^;y,>^^(hould cquiti jsly 
differences between his fubjcdij, 

of the prefent andf.ne lau/king. But the o/d^nfwer^- 
turned to therof^s^Nj/cers wafT that raldemar |it>J5dlfu the crown 
by a rcgjular and lawfqf^’<*^ftiorj/ ther^^rorc the propoied um- 
pires were altogctlyjfu^VucVrxyl’ 

CHRISTOPitcR coulu* qni*‘»n:r*//hinp' «‘/JTcr^5hAa..,\hcrc 
letteis of requed from fii'fc^Jn^jDcror :‘ however, h(f pi^ Slced 
prom ifes from the ^rchbi(hoa/of Lunderiy the,b5-'':;s of.rV- 
hufen and Ripm^ mgeiher ^th a number of the nobiht^j j^^hat 
tKeir fet vices fhoufj not be wanting, provided he appeared in 
Denmark with a ploper force to fupport their rifmij.. 

About this titr^ it was that Canute Porftm infolcntly 
feized fome effcfltsL tai! property of the inhabitants of IPerU^^ 
who had always oevn the faft friends of Cbnjiopher. "Fnty 
had now an opportt/ihy of ferving him, under the mafk of 
V'ike arm jlef^tding their ownvights ; rnd for this purpofe they formed 
MChtillo an alliance with Sweden. 'Yhcn Chj r/Iopher^ 

pherV 

ka'f- 


A. D. 

VP9- 

Several 

friitres 


he- affiHed by their forces, and likev^ifc the troops ot AlecUcn^ 
hurg, together with a body of forces raiftd by the^arl ot Ya^ 
and fome other noblemen in hi.s intered, paffed with a 
ficet to Lidoland and Falftrc.^ laying ficgc to the r\\^i>lucp\ng^ 
which he took. Proceeding fr cm thence fo he 

defeated a lar^^e body of peafants, afllmbled to oppofe him. 
Fie then publilhcd a proclamation, promifing a free pardon to 
all thofe who would, before a certain day, return to their duty 
and allegiance. 

^ The Dayies were now tired of their new government: 

JL^A/ faw that all places of truft and profit were pofftff^d by 
- * Germam^ and felt all the inconveniences and opprcflion in the 
minority of Valdemar^ which they dreaded from ChriJiopherM 
They began to refled on the conduSl of both reigns, and 
concluded in favour of the banifhrd king. In effeding this 
change in 'their Jcniim^^tg*^*he bifliops were greatly inftru- 
mcntal. Every fault ^ the aJminifl ration of P'aluemar was 
exaggerated, and all tre crrois of the former reign vamilhed 
over and forgot. The inhabitants of Zealand^ Faljhc^ and 
l^aaknd^ fit 11 openly erpoufed the king, together with 


etfangt in 
the ge- 
mtrmnent. 



HiJioijII ^ Denmcrk, ^ *35 I 

^jjpn, tltt Vifliops of Riptn zn^ jfrhu/^ -'iii . 
uwell (;s a nobility of SfAffww. Their fiffty", 

was* a Odden attack on Haderjlave^ where 

jt copfineecei^^after refeuing him, to difpatch a 

^o( troops" ul^ iiCuiS^^nt^mand to favour the moiions in Z/n- 

fi • 

^ AtXER thijn^^dict wV held at Rojihild^ where they were 
laieen favour hy^^ri/hpher ; the king prorxiiring a 
\ fail pardon one hanu7[>A^:bti^cy the moft faithful fer- 

on the other. ' llv 

'Jx 

"C-ti XI STOP iKM R t^oreJ. 

HAFf'^HA was nbtr* fiiWivif //wr/ to theQiifjflo. 

king ; but X'fTje jcaloi4iu?s a;^-de*'Jjetwcefy^Om and the carl of pher r#- 
U hpria^\\\QW his hopes, and deftroyed fiartd, 
caufe iu this its promifmg* fttuation. From feme exprei* 
fi(j,K*{*^as v^'crr as the haughty ^pndudt of the carl’s officers, 
tibrijiopher appreht niled that he fccrctly aspired at the ctov^n ; 
all the (feps he had lecniingly taken in Tis favour being only * 
blinds to throw a fhadc ovei fomc dccp'^lldefign. Filled with 
this idea, he fuddenly d topped hisrvpeutions againil Valdt^ 
jnaty and was contriving the means of rf/antermining the carl, 
when the bilhops ai d nobility, forefee ng the coniequenccs of 
fuch a divifion, applied all iheir endcavi Ijrs to clofe the breach* 

They fucceeded ; the partie^^ct, and Chnjlophcr made o»'er 
Zealand, Laaland, Faljiriy^Kiw^ Schoneuy as pledges for the 
pff^lnciu: of the expcnces he had been at in his fcrvice. 

Unhappily, this reunion could not be efFcdfed on the 
conditisms (lipulaced, without depriving others of the king*a 
belt and moft pjuwerful friends of their rights. Almolt all 
Schomn had been mortgaged to Lexvt$ Everjiein ; other lands 
had already been given to others of the nobility, and in par<> 
ticular, both the Hollands to Canute Porjius. it was nccef- 
fary then, that a new treaty fiiould be tiamed, without the 
inconveniences which attended the prefent. Accordingly it 
was flipulated, that Canute (houfd enjoy Holland-, but give up . 

North AJbaen^ Cailemburg^ and Samjoe, to the ffW/e family, 
to which they belonged by a previous contraiSt : that Everflein^ 
his heirs, and brother Albert^ ihould refign ail claim to Eljim- 
burg^ which was immediately to be put in the king’s hands. 

Several lefTer exchanges and altc*^ations '^erc made, which it 
would be unnecufTary to recite, as t^ey no ways afFedted the fu- 
ture tranfaClions. Sufficient it is, Asit Chri/lopher'% party was 
^gain united i and that he publiiheo.a declaration, that all dif- 

» PoaTAN. 1. vii. 

fcrences 



a3<> 




f?rc'^es fiet'^ecn 


The llijlcrj . 

n him and the cart of 


iTur Fimeren was 


givci 


r/;;, 

ith ai^Luaiaml the fortrcfs 
vioji itu the ihcuriiy for two thoufand 
€town rhat he held Schowen 



iunJs 'I^vrr were paid off; btfides the ci»y o4-4{L 


mori^tigtd. .jje ].,ng |,(.|j Qfiiy j„ hiiTij 

vc'iiicncy ot affairs ; that aU thofe 


vc'iiicncv ot affairs ; that aU thofe r^^cs fpc^*^'r^ -V. • 

fliould belong to the i^'^nij^cn.^urg^ Ci{n^\Pc^p4$^\t^ ^ 
ar< hblfhop of Linuhn^ >^*T;.thc^^rhC‘ perfons na * 


j 

on the terms llipuL'jv*^; and Inllly, that ;hc flicrhtcft Tilrac- 
tion flioukl be pt#fii‘ncd wip^- the fmes, furleAn^es, and other 
per).‘Iti< s agreed upon. '* 

T'lius Fe:nnr,t Wo ^ ami's of the earl of IVagria^ ^ 
who was at th'- fame time .dncj;*«'“* of 

Nor?nn\ ll'ljlhi^ LnnlmuIT^nip'Cy and gov^cua&»of 

Yii' i!ii7ul^ all il ef- jnrifdich.ons^cing held under^i-^'Xr.v^n. 

r/LDEAUk and hi!: mv]^ were now rccln^^'d 

to great neceliitii s,, duir chpl r«'ote£iion confining in the 
* fcveic and r'gjti cor.f^t.:! o! r'-w’ */>/ ’vhofe han.-lity alpe^'ty 
ri :‘'Lr( J I‘.i5r. ev. !y , i\,r ”hiL- i::faiii:ilcd pnnee 

w<'s ciaie-l with (be k;dd(V‘ iev( I'ltion n. l;is favour ; he forj.ot 
C.i)5 P.:- all the t ‘tilupu ifv(s rtf ids j»iili inilcoiuluel ; piopo^* 1 nc- 
jv’-ri*. p. jj,,, die ext/ihon of the | rcKi^ativc.; and itcincd 

, j MiieU' i.e.vv ilhcate, hV/.’ cupric iou^ arc the humours 

a"d imp(.(Kio;i of a ^kc peuplej^^vliu cnjt y the privilege of 
rlevli-' • .ih»l dipi>nne at piLiifurc. 'f ci-nfidiieil himlelf as ^ 
the k::) !, not the fetvant of the public; and, inroxicJTicd with 
this rionori, i.eatcJ with contempt, pay piiniflied, his bfft 
tii. ml ., ic.,- baving the affeciion and inter riiv to poinfout his 
t.n'is ami ;dv;fe him to diilerrnt mcafurcs. An inuance of 
this ociuiitd in the lafe of the bifliop of Bngivul, an hontft 
prelate, wlin t(;ok iltc king roundly to tafk, and was rewarded 
ibr his wh.dli^mc advice by imprifonment ; from whence he 
cfcapcd, fled to Rovu\ and proved a thorn ever after in ChriJ- 
tspheP^ fide, who he faw wr^ incapable of reformation. On the 
bdhnps fuff arrival in the whole kingdom felt the 

weight of his refentment j for it was immediately laid under 
an ipterdiflion, v^hich continued for the fpace of feved' years, 
in fpitc of all endeavours to have it removed. 

CHRISTOPHER having engaged the nobility of ^juihnd 
againll Fildchun'^ he douj^cUjjt but they’ qjone would be 
able to rvduce him anew his uncle Gahard^ while himfelf 
might cnjf'y the fruits offthis fudden and unlooked-for profpe- 
lity in repofe. Accordingly they laid ficgc to GoUorp^ where 
Fi^.d-fnor refided i but were forced to break up camp with great/5 



)I^DcRmark. 

I inewf rcTiitannwte^hcaring ihat ad\rancdd {o ^jvc , 

^opSf)^*^ lafc defea^A*«^ 

made; an *ofFer''*/|M®5^ jgyi-'i^.was that the earl of lVa?ria fet 
JV'jP •> neacw. He faw that Denmark r 

gt*acio:i,^ Kci' two kings of oppofiie interells : *' 

•'G.^mar ic adjoii ihg^^J/'aiid civil wars that muft cnhic from 
fsiival M'.nf'tural partition. He theretorc pro* 

^5jeignfj' thq.!OT>;-^» loic’^.^wer was now in the wain^ to ac- 
ccftrf^y eaily rev^'.V'^ --^nd rcfign his whole right to 
VAT' ' ; thii 'lo not i|<^onc without fatistying 
, wr.q clan7>. -'v.-'/J* as an h>*‘ditary fief. In cx- 
''.hangc tor thi^’-hc i ■ . iviul thc^flaiid Pi /v/^ on the fame 
<iis, 'w^^h'^this co»Mj'irion only, ^ai; he ihould fupply CAny^ 
\*opher in afl^^is wars with“fivch-undf Pilfer ie, at his own pri- 
vaic^cxpei'e?*-- VfiUewf^^ '?rdyi/*badgcs, accepted 

the *»nnni^, and f'etl.efc to ”!m? dutchy of SUfwick, In 
'"©rder to d'''*’',the knot of union the harder, Eric^ Chrijiopher^^ 
fon^.ilarried (^rAi;rr/V. filler H vvmJow of the elder Eric \ and 
x\\\x^Ch*'iii pher was fnll- i - 1 to the crown and Ibvereignfjr 

iQ\ Dtnmark^ of which lis « id].' (liewed him altogether un- 
wofihy. ‘Y 

The joy that furc.‘"drd i. 4 ppry znf to civil feuds was 
Ky the death Oi o,ueen is'w/>A^w//^'*a daughter of the 
houlc of fhandenburg^ and a princefs »f excellent qualities. 
She left Chri/iobher lix childrcn/two of ivhom afterwards fuc- 


Valdcmar 
refigns the 


She left Chri/hpher lix childrciy^t' 
cecded to his throne. )•' 


I'hij year a conn* * erfy a^.fife between ^ohn earl of TEagria 


ar.ti 


rl )i f;/ v,'i7, the caufe of which is not related. 


Euphemia 

4(ifS, 

A. D. 
1331. 


It is howevet ot conlecjucncc, a> it involved 6’A; in a 
war, and obliged him to take the field in defence of ychn^ 
to v/honi he owee^'his crown and kingdom. Chtjhphrr and 
Eric were bufied in levying forces. John determined to join 
them near ()dijlaiv. It was of the greateft importance to 
Gerhard to prevent this juntSlion, as the combined forces w'oiild Chrido- 
bc too fhong for him, and he exerted his endeavours wit’n an ph^r and 
application proportioned to the emergency. H. fenr to the Cierhard 
diocefe of B^emcny to IFe/iphaHay and to the earls of Brock- 
hurf}^ his kifdmen, to meet him with certain auxiliaries aificnny^or- 
Rendduagy g.ving them at the fame time fufficient intima- 
tion of his dcfi 7 ,n- * After airembliog his whole ?.rmy» he 
marched tow.^rJs Goitorp^ me: Chriji^hcr and John on tlic 
road, and engaged them. Th^ljjit:*^ contfnued f^r the whole 
day with unparaM7?Tt;d obflinacy and\ury : Gerhard was like 
to be worfled ; but findine means toldirperfe money among p. 

Chr i /Gopher \ troopsy he (bon retrieved Ais affairs, and gained a 
C'.r- • re victory, the king and jEr;V *cfcaping out of the field 

'' v.itlr ^ ’ 



7he^ Dentn^K^ . ' 


loners; xyxii Vjernara nimieii near />-.• 

trampled to death, when he was ^orfe^ 

heat of the adiMn. ^ 4 !^ . ^ ^ A 

, GERHARD, on this viaory, entV.^ ^^Uance 
bis nepnew Voldemar^ the late king, who 
Many of thoughts ot remounting the thronc*'^ ^e 

bility already declaicd lo ready aivj^nen, uporu<!Sl, 

/or occalions, to embrat^^.^yc (fronger party, aii ^>pay thei r cov ir* 
Valdcmar. to profperity. oiigoi, a iw*bloman but lately faMTVed 

with confidcr^'T donations by Chnjiopher,^ npw fell off from 
his triendfhip and grati}/^.le. His incliiiariohs'aK.red with 
that prince’s lortuijOiVt if nrfhinL was due to^a king who 


make peace on the terms of the conqueror, wlyf h were mo 
derate beyond expeAation, no attempts havidg been^io. 'ie to 
A. D. deprive him of his crown ^ It would be endlefs, and indeed 
*33^* ufelefs to the reader, to recite the articles which compofed this 
treaty of peace, ai' they confifted in the diftribution and divi- 
ioH€!kdtd. certain plWs ^nd territories, no ways intcrefting at 

this diftance of Urkl. 

CHRISTOPIIEL was fcarce arrived in Zealand, when he 
had advice of the (!/:ach of his fon Eric, from a bruife he 
‘received in the late battle. Hi’^ordcred the corps to be brought 
to Rofihild, where it was iiitcnVi with great funeral pomp, 
and depofited among the remains of feveral kingc. 
mart (A). 

DiJ/ur^ Abou r this time great difturbances arofc in Seho7::n. The 
hancesin inhabitants complained loudly of the opprt^Tior. of the foreign 
Schonen. governors fet over them; and particularly remonftrated to 
carl John againll the conduit of Eyger Brocktorp^ governor 
of tielfefihurg. They took arms, affembled in a large body, 
and ranging the country in a riotous manner, put the Ho!^ 
Jleinen to death wherever they found them. The Holfteiners^ 
who were the foreigners (b odious to the people, were confult* 
ing meafurcs in the cathedral of Lunden for appea&ng the tu- 
mult, when the dilcontentcd populace broke in and three 
hundred of them. Afterwards, wheif* they perceived that 

» Mfurs. 1. iv. PoNTAN. 1. vii. 

(A) PoMf ant/s relates, tb^ the at Sora, in ^le ground allotted 
, body was embalmed An the for the kings of (i). 

Egyptian manner, and^^buried 

(i) Pen;. /. vii. f. 454, 
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^icnaijr rcfiltanm^l&ferved to add weight to tficir yok^, Ctjrif* ^ 
joPdS‘\ late dcfca J^Jlderi I j^um unable to alSft them, they 
Inade an .otter'' n^ontry to Magnus king of Sweden* ^ 
prince, f jJi^opportunity of extending his domi-^-^^ 

gncioiJily •eccited' their propofals, and met them 
*€j0ma/^ tc «djd9 id^tions of this fiirrender. Here 

who chcarfully ceded the fovc-^ • 
J?fci|^nfv irLO^nhQjrf^ provided he would protedt them in all 
iW.\x libcrticsJijWich he ^^aJilv nromifed. 

* This ntwpfib fooner l^i^chcd uU^Mo/fieiners than dcfpair- 
kiig*Vf being [able to mikQtain pollens n of the country by 
force, they quietly evacuateld it ; and carl d* hj himfelf yield- 
ing to ni£i«Wlicy, and the power of t uieden^ ceded almott all the 
other plact'i), pledged to him, tiat pj^of feventy thoufand 
marks, wlxi/:h Magnus to»,D^i^-rl.^ft a certain time. 

Thus ihev^anl/A ooinioidns wjSrc divided and fold to a foreign 
.-.power, in confequence of that weak and ill-judged partition 
nia5k* ac the rettoration of Chrijiopher^ 

"WiEXT year proved fatal to the liberty and life of Chrijlh- A. D. 
fher \ for going to Laaland with a fmall retinue, he was 
feized by Hennick Bred znA John Ellemor<y4z\o\x \its of 6V-Chrifto- 
hard^ and carried prifoner to the cafile rtf AUholm* As this 
a^ion however was done without con'jfting Gerhard^ 
only on a prefumption that it would be Jtgreeable to him^ he 
ordered the king immediately to^ fet av liberty, after apolo- 
gizing in the bell manner he c^^uld for the indignity ottetell to 
his royal perfon : but he did not live long to enjoy his frec- 
djrA.,‘»^yThe (hock he received with this fudden fall from the 
pinnacle of grandeur fo much affeflcd his conttitution, that 
be fell il^ and died in a few days at Nicoping^ and was buried 
with his queen at Sora, 

CHRISTOPHER left the reputation of a fickle, but head- 
ftrong prince, violent, but unfteady in all his purfijits. 
pride, however, was what chiefly afFecled his intereft. 
arrogance with which he governed, loft him a crown he ac- 
quired by a fervile humility. Twice driven from bis throne, 
he died at laft of grief, contra^ed rather from difappointed 
ambition, than contrition for the mifcondufl that occa- 
iioned his lois. Since his reftoration he poflefled none of the 
he^reditary dominionrof Denmark^ befidcs Scanderburg of Jut*^ 
land^ and Ne^burg of Pionia^ ail the reft being given as 
pledges of his gratitude to the inftpiments'of his remounting 
the throne (A). *HaJdnd^ Hotbee^ Calemburg^ and Samfos^ 

\ w’cre 

{h) Tontanus fays, that he inemoiy was fligmatlzcd with 
was fo much bated, that his very bitter lampoons, which 

wfAs 
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VLi\^ Lawrence yytea of Langland arirf^t^r//j(j.! 4he Tciitg oflly 
pjreferving the fovcreignty, logeth^j WijJi,a<fc^/*inconfider^>te 
iflands, and the cities wc have mentioned.'' 


were 
country 
had feen 


T' 

^ I ^ 


publicly recited round^)-'!^chaltng toliv.it them, 
ry. He fpeaks refpe^ to tA^j|r>iigh dignity oK 

cen fome of thjfi^without this unfoitunatC| prince 

(i) pMJtan, /, vii, 

,• /i} , 


In winch the Ilijiory is deduced to the ReigtTof Sriq X, 
in the Tear 1412. 


I N E R R E G N U M. 

u ^ 

^tatr of T T P O N the^dcat'i of Chrijlopher an interregnum for fevrn 
Dfutiiark ^ years enfued. 'I'hc condition in which he leit the king- 
e/urttig theiom was truly tleJiloriiWc,'<^parcelled out under difterent 
i/nmyg- 'pritVces, who had all fr;|»aratoi interefts, defigns upon each 
fium, other, and no left jealous of encroachments on their own 
rights, than ambitious of extending them to the prijxrcirCcyiof 
the others. For the fpacc of three years Denmark^ however, 
enjoyed a profound peace *, and the public rcpoic wae firft dif- 
turbed in a manner very iitiic cxpedled, 4;onfcdering the pre- 
fent fituation of ati’aiis. 

A. D. It was about the bc 2 ;inning of the year 1337 , that 0/A,), 
* 337 - fecond fon to the late king, made a generous and noble at- 
tempt to recover the throne of his anccHors, He levied 
forces in Laalund^ and the neig- Wouring continent, in hopes 
that could he drive Gerhard out of yutlund^ he would ealily 
make his way to the ciown : but this veteran foldier and po- 
litician, was not to be taken in the fnarcs laid bv a ycuth. He 
tlifeovered Others intentions, furrounded'nim at yen:ptland^ and 
carried him prifonerto Sechhurg caflie, w»here he was kept in 
dole confinx'inciit 'until b'^ l^iddemar rcleafcd him, on 

his acccHion to the thto?^. * 

AIdJJSiUS king oi\ Suvdrn having uncxpcftcdly come 
to the poiiellion of S.hontn^ thirilcd indent I v after all the 
reft of Denmark, He \^roie to pope Bin^dici Xlil. bclVcch- 

i»S^“ 



tbis ^f^ince to^him and his fue* Tht IrAf 


tod potSSS^i^U tte ^ (ubdue the reft^kwe- 

^•the lufigdom^ ncif ^urpe f and rendered miferable by theden*^./^ 
t)ran 9 y of a let ofn^ 1^pnnceb» who, unaccuilomed to au-A^^i o« 
tJi >i^r «^knew not Kw tc j^overn. I'o influence pope /*<w^///^/Dcninaik* 
the rporc powK.(Uill^ he pioindcJ to hold his conquc'fls of 
tht ooly fee^ an^to^ ly hii^ the uiual tax collected tor thc^ 
tb '1:inp^£?flfi/^M’^nowevcr, was fu piudciU and jull as not 

l V . *4 y 

Nolt. weic th/^w wanfine otl » 


‘ \i>\ weic th/^w^anfing otl » i^nduhtesfor the crown ^ ildcmar 

of w o had long la ^fidc all thou Jus t>‘ of >le( 

rtasulTfiif th^thronc lo w^uch he was ». ye now u <K te- 

rJumed atobitioiiS \icws at the infU^ation ot^T « unch Cur fu u% 

*i)j} { Scv»] of the nobility call i •• t)ts tO'varJs vouihw^ / fs tf 
I Jdimar^ Ch^Jhpht's Ion, i w ' at ^ cniprrnr’s coiijf ^ 

7 hc\ ^ent »■ rs .<1* in^ him o-f'’*lLArr lu*chty, and ot ^ 

the aftcdion of tnc people in^gcncial, who vent c i tr to^ ^ ^enc, 
be united ' nu r one prince, and earntfli^ c\h mu liiin to 
mak^afeot lus iiucieft u\ Cennany to pn cure a fiillu.irit 
force to cove» their infuirc^tion in his favour lulc c u ii of ^ 


theft priiw^swcre hv in^ projeds, ind concLrling the fit mcins^^V conufi^ 
of executing their dchgns, the unhappy /WA were miltr ihlyz/p/x of th 
opprtfTtd with exorbitant taxes, fmune, an^ pdiiltntc , thecounnj* 
tw<f latiei in tonfequence of th* forAier 1 hcipeaiams neg- 
ledh'd to cultivate lands which ihc^eld upon fo precarious a 
tenufe ; thb begot poverty, whir^co opcAtmg with the pe- 
culiar dilpofiiioii of the air, ana the unwholcfomc ditt on ^ 
which^the> were forced to hve^ •produced a dfreful plague, that 
jiAofe thariTlalf deoopulared the face of the vihole coiintiy. 

The poor drooped down dead in the firects with dilcaft and 
hunger, th? gentry thcmielves were reduced to a Itaic fif 
wrctchednefs , tfle Vrhole k.iigJom was tumbling into ruin. 


and yet ambition, treafon, plots and connivances,^ cmplojcd 
the great, as if none of thefe objects were before their 


eyes. 

GERHJRD propofed to his nephew to exchange the 
dutchy of SLfw.i.k for North JuSlanJ^ which province he be- 
lieved would more coinmodioufiy affift Valdcmar*h dcflgns upon 
the crown. A treaty for this purpofc was drawn up and 
iigned , tAt the inhabiyints fo highly lefentcd their being dit- 
pofed of like cattle, from one mafter to another, that they 
refufed ta pay the ufual taxes. Gerh>.^ / rcfolvcd to compel 
them to their duia ^| and kd pfand men, Vrhich he ^gfi^ns of 

levied in G^m^ny, into the midft ot ^he province. Provi- Gerhard, 
dence interpofed in favour of the poor inhabitants, and railed 
up an enemy to this tyrant, who deterilined to iacuhcc hia 
Mod. H1ST..V0L. XXXU. * R life 



t4| 

7bi mile of refcue his &>untiy. r Nichohs * WM •*' 

attmpts^ftfittm for his public fpirit, ty"*^-*^iragCe J^udcnce, arid Karn-^ 
Nicholas ing, beheld with forrow the Which Denmark 

Norevi* was reduced. He had long meditated'^\^^ ariety of prpjcds 
for its relief; but circumftances were ur^tavourable, his 
own intereft and fortune too flender (o' clfeft-fuch grca^ de- 
figns. Things were at lalt in (Ich ^ that he h^ived 

the whole depended on his fingle arm. Young / ..VfOT. ^ 
Chrijlophers foil, had a number of poweK^ adherents in the 
kingdom ; his mod dapffiPOhS enemy was^^^W^, and^ could 
he be removed, the^Taieft difficulty of unYflig the k'xirjdvm 
would be furmounted, at lead the Jutlamrcrs woi^id be 
licved from th^ oppreffioi?- of a tyrant, who was now preparin^^ 
for them the kceneft^o. rge of oppreffion. Ni \las revolved 
this over in his / and, after mature deliberation on the 
means, took the resoic^ton to difpatch .him, perf 'ading him- 
fclf that no method of ridding a whole kingdom from mife- 

2 , could juftly detraft from the character of the deliverer. 

ould his purpofc be ededed by finglc combat, or open ^var, 
he would have chofen either, as the moft fair and honourable ; 
but chefe being impracticable, he had rccouife to darker 
means. Collecting a body of forty chofen horfe, he marched 
in the night to^ Rander Jhufen^ where had fixed his 

head quarters^ feized upen the centinels, and pufhed on to 
Gerhard's lodging^ whicf.i he forced open. Gerhard was 
awaked with the noife, antf A:eing Nicholas enter with apart/ 
'of armed men, began to fupplicate him in the moft pathetic 
terms to fave his life, ofTering^ to fubferibe to an^t^- he 
thought fit to impofe ; but Nicholas was determined. He 
thought the life of the tyrant a juft attonement of the injuries 
the people had fufFered ; he confidered, that his death* alone 
could deliver them from the fehemes and’ artifices of a man, 
who had a head to contrive, and a hand to execute the moft 
Gerhard daring and ambitious defigns. This, therefore, without far- 
ktlled. ther deliberation he executed, by plunging his fword into his 
bread, and then making his retreat with all poffible expedi- 
tion, after giving the alarm to the whole army, by founding 
horns and beating drums. Nicholas was purfued and over- 
taken by a party of Gerbard^s army, through which^he fought 
hib way and elcapcd, after having encountered the greateft 
dangers; and Gerharcts Tons hearing of his death, retired 
precipitately into HcljUin^ leaving the army, chiefly com- 
pofed of HoljleincrSt trrbck'jfil the enraged pea- 

fan ts, who fell upon them from every quarter. 

Sxir L, how'cvcr, the Holfleimrs kept poflcflion of the cita- 
dels and foftified placc<»j from which Nicholas refolvcd to dif- 



tickea 

afttr which hyia 
an obftinate dcfci 
by he rc 

vcrnor fent an p 
thaif^wUb Ws col 
days^lp 


Denmark; 

dtngly raiyd a bo3y of forcte, at» 


;Iy rMf;d a i , 

(, a ca^i'^uated on the river Schernt i 
r> to Aiberg t but the garrifon making 
C, be turned the fiege into a Uockade, 
•d them to great extremity. The go- 
net ' ' ' 

i'cr*, which determmcd them to niaich with 


^aawija j- O 

to the fons of GerhaiV, acquainting 
if anti the impoffibility of holding out* 
bu TWf d'^vs U»};er, which determined them to march with 
uffnoft exped/ ... to the relief of a place fo important. 

•they came w {A&, Nicholas juft as the governor was ready 
to|;ur£fiP‘2-r. glJfe him battle, and were defeated, though 
unSrrtunately killed before he reaped^the fruits of 
^ hiji gallanXfcJipd his country enjoyeo that liberty to which he 

'had fobrav^'ledthe way*. . v. , , Ti 

"fin LAN^ having by this means .,,««er#d its freedom, A. D. 
all the'rclt 'Den, nark was fired with* the Tame views, lea- 1 340‘ 
latui fi.ft openly declared itfelf and took arms : here i*»ry 
Gerharefs fon maintained feveral garrifons and cities, vyhich 
he rufolved to defend in fpite of all the power of the inha- • 
bitants. For this purpofe he drew together an army { but 
in the mean time a tumult arofe arnong the ncafants on ac- 
count of a Danijh nobleman fiain by the Jlo//le,He,^, which 
fo irritated the people that they 

fwo’rd in hand; and, after ?a r* 

dros-e the reft out of the ifland, a^ ckac^ Faldemar^ Chrtf- 

iopher's fon, for their fovereign. ^ 

MAR III. jurnamed ATTERDAG. 

^To this prince’s elevation the emperor J"*'/.*';. 

contributedj.at whofe court 

moned a congrefeji«S^<r«ifo«., in the Mareh of Bremdenluri-M^«’^^ 
at which were prefent 

Pomerania, Henry, John, and ^uMas, f rW. 

with feveral other princes and nobleman. With the three 
latter princes, and Faldemar of Slefwick, the marqu.s exe- 
cuted a treaty, that Otho, Chrijlopher’s fon, fbould be fci at 
liberty, provided he would refign his right to the crown to 
his brother Faldemar; that he fhould be put into the hands of 
the kinc Ms brother, or of the marqu.s ; that king Faldemar 
fhould marry the duke »f JiVV/tu/r/’s fifter, and receive for h^ 
portion eighty thoufand marks, to be deduded from the funi 
for wbich F.^rrm an d ’futlanL XOP pjedgetf; thaf^tf/W 
• fliould not protca tlWiflliiJuciJ of Ge-hard, but openly dc- 
J:lare againft whoever fhould efpoufe thenb A variety of other 

(aVtz. ibid. . 


• Vid. Post. Msuas. & Cga" 
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particulars were mcluded jfibut what d)4.j>faat^< 

*' difiicuhies, and took, up timeff^as thr' redemption 

of the lands pledged by the late kin^ thofe princes who 
had contributed to his reftoration : but eil;n this was fettied 
in a fatisfaflory manner, both to the king ?fihd people ;flfrtucgh 
not altogether ‘ fo to the perfoni? who held ^jhofe lands/ and 
Vvere in hopes it would be out of thc*pow^*'*'of 'to 

redeem them. % 

Valdemar The firft aft of Valdemar*% reign was*1|aconfirm the no-^ 
ionfirmi clergy, and people, in the full ufc 'an^ipoffeffion'of all * 
privileges their rights, privileges, and immunities, ts|iich ha»C bKn 
efthe greatly retrenched during the interregnum. An aC^W obir* 

likewife pafled, and the remembrance /C all 
‘ ^ ' adlions as would fet;ye only to difturb the puh^'i^^tranquillity, 
cancelled. He nf^^i^ntcrcd into a compaft w’ith Henry and 
Nichelai^ fons to GeTMiid^ concerning Fionia. '^ere it was 
ftipulated, that, provided the king died without iiTue, the 
ifland fliould remain unalienably their property; otherwife it 
•Ihould return to his family^ whenever they found it cd^ive- 
nient to redeem this and the neighbouring iflands. It was fur- 
ther agreed, tha<^ if the brothers committed any infradlion, or 
breach of the conventions of Lubee and Halfenburg^ that his 
majefty (hould. in thatV'^fe, have power to feize the royal, 
garrifons in iealand^ and'^ikewife the caftlcs of Heoburg^ Or» 
leloy and Htnnefgvhe. fee how favourable all thefe 

i^trvncies were to Valdemar^ who Teemed determined to make 
ufe of the firft opportunity of reclaiming all the crown- lands, 
fo iniqui^oufly fold by the late kihg, or rather feized^^ by 
thofc pretended friends who exalted him to an empty title, 
only to enjoy folid profits for them lei ves. r 

In the next place, the king turned hit thoughts to the re- 
Gremt »f ^cmption of the remaining fortrefles in the hands of the HoU 
the clergy,J ^*^^^ » to enable him to eiFedl thi5,4'the clergy granted 
him a filver cup from each church, which was melted down 
and coined, though never apphed to the purpofe intendedr 
Lonp arrears were due to the army ; they began to murmur, 
and It was thought expedient to pay them. 

The following year a war was lighted up, on the follow- 
ing account. Valdemar infifled, that Callemhurg a(id Samfoe 
could not be ceded by his father to CasfuU Perjius^ as a former 
grant had . been made of them to Ericy duke of Swedelandy at 
the time be married Ihgeburga, , Eric was alive when thislaft 
grant was made, conf^uehtiy it :;wi. be valid; but as 

HW nviih he was now dead, ihde places reverted to the crown as fiefs* 
the earl of On the contrarv, thy carl of IVagria maintained his right to 
Wagria. CalUmburgy which had been made over to him by Canute For- 

faiijt 



^ llisiimaiife. '*4lf 

^ an eqi^alaot. V^Ueffmr teveAed 

t^e tSo^ to relieve it, furnHiig like- 

*wire an alliance wttf/e/4ar^e»- the earl of and the 

Vand<d cities, wrc Tent him ftrong remForcements* He 
xn^ch*(M fo {ijdde\y upon the king, and wjs fo fcafonabljr 
/i^poricd by a^leilk fal^ fr(|ai the toyvn^ that the king was 
dP‘^i(jfrrtt.id o^'^rd to raife the liege. Upon this a treat^ Con^rtfi 
v/as^^fon fool, /nd it was agreed, that the difpute (hould bc/hrfjfa- 
left tMthe arbir/rdon of four peribns on each fide, of probity ^UJhinga 
and ij|derftandi^ig, who fltould meet at Rofchild^ and deter- 
jn]y|jyi r jMer ac^rding to the rigour of the law, or by ftriking 
'up fuchl^ acOmmuuatica as they faw would be for the mu- 
intew^ of the parties. It was farther ftipulated, that if 
either parry ivlfufcd^fo accede to the verdict of the commii- 
fioneu, thefe. latter fliould be obliged oath they had 
decided act%rding to toe bed ot their*judgment : but in cafe 
it iliould happen that the comcniilioiiers could come to no 
agreement, that then the archbtlhop of Lunden Ihould take 
coglJizance of the afiair. As for other diiputcs between ihc' 
king and the duke, they were fubmicted to the arbitration of 
an equal number of judges, in order to lenuove all caufe of 
diflencion between the two princes. Wc hear nothing more 
ofithc principal quarrel, and are oiif^oid tha^ the king and 
tngehurga amicably agreed, that fno lortrefs of CaUemburg 
ihould remain in his hands, and ([R, in retorn, to hold during 
her life Nsrtb lialland as an equivalent ; which laft clapfe ffias* 
never executed, as wc fhall in the iequek . _ 

^jJ Sh^t^Dkines now began to refume their ancient courage, 
on feeing a- legitimate prince fcated on the throne, and the *34*- 
Danijh doifiinions, fo lately divided among a number of petty 
tyrants, united intmone lovereignty. They more and more 
breathed out their refeutment againft ail foreigners; who fat* 
tened upon the fpoils of the land, and enjoyed the chief places 
of truft and profit. For a number of years Dennfark was the 
theatre of continual doniciiic and foreign wars, which filled 
every place with confulton and diimay. One of the mofl: 
powcriul kingdoms on earth, after giving Jaw to fiich a num- 
ber of other nations, fell at length under the dominion of 
fome infignificant valfals, who laid defolate her faireft pro- 
vinces, ruined and op{5^e^Icd her inhabitants. Now Ihe began 
agarn to tafie the fw^eets of liberty, and-to refume herwohted 
freedom. Jcaloufy foon brougjjr^cm co blears with thofe ha- p^ph 
teJ foreigners ; aifc-^PrtfSraTthat Nicholas who had (hewn the incen/ed 
firft dawn pf liberty, by putting count to death, wow againft tho 

led the way, fays Pontanus^ to the full^ercion of ip natural Hoiiiein* 
fights. I'his author relates, comraiy to the teftimony 

R 3 fume 



M Wfiin of Deli^rlt 

, fome other hiftorians, that V^jpatriot aVlSSfiig a^i^lirfbody ' 
of Jutlandtrs^ the inveterate mmies ofllhe hp»iStm'Holftein^ 

^ marched to Lundenefs^ where he razed 1 which Henry ot 
Holftem had built on the river Scerne. P^P* 

* tcdtion of this place; a battle was fougtv^ and the brav<^Wr* 
eholas died victorious, with his arms jn his ^tfnds, afte^f^r-^ 
forming actions of aftonifliing valour *. '' 

Another remarkable battle was fought^n this oci. (ion, 
between Frederick Leiahen^ grand marechal S Denmafij, r»nd 
Marchard^ lord of Scandia^ and governor of the fo^'^refi^f 
IVardenburg, 7'he aCtion was obftinate and Woody 
tory at length declared for the marechal. With /lis, civil 
contention for a lime fubfided, on the king’s prop^ ic to 
the duke of Holjhi^io remain in poflTeffion of all the ftrong 
A. D. ftipulated in trP^ft convention. 

The year following Zealaid was ravaged, Sbth by fo- 
reigners and the inhabitants of the ifland. Coge^ one of the 
fineft cities in the kingdom, was reduced to aflres, and federal 
'were miferably pillaged. It would feem that new difphtes 
had arifen between the Danes and Holfletners ; for they fought 
a bloody battle licar Fla/moll^ in which the Danes were de- 
feated, and Bole Folij ^ne of their generals, and the king’s 
prime favourite, was tA\^ prifoner. The difgrace was ftn- 
/ibly felt by the Danes^ am they omitted no opportunity of 
revenging it. Wherever mey met the Holfletners they fell 
'iipSh them, and maflacred them without pity, or diftinCtion of 
age or fex. In a Vord, the tumult was not appea fed bef ore 
they had fatiated their revenge with the blood of ftTfcc^fha; 
dred of thefc foreigners. 

Valdemar But if Valdemar glowed with impatience to kz^uiland in 
^rms the hands of the Holftesnersj he was ftilKmcfPc incenfed that 
fchemesfor Schonen fliould have become a Swedijh province, and the in- 
redeeming habitants daily more attached to their new fovereign, on ac- 
ibe crown of the privileges and immunities be liberally and poli- 

jandt, heaped upon them. Yet was it impoffible for him, in 

rer^vr/Hg p^efent upfettled ftatc of affairs, to attempt the recovery 
^chonen. valuable province by arms : he thought it more ad- 

vifeable to fmother his refentment until he was more firmly 
efiabliflied on the throne. Accordingly a treaty viTas figned 
between the two crowns, or rather the preliminaries to a treaty, 
in which it was fiipulated, that the utmoA endeavours of both 
parties ftoeld be exerted to all differences between 

the king and the fuhjeds of each, anS^ioncht off all caufe of 
future dUTcnfions. Such the fubftance of the whole t 

. i ‘ ' * 

^ fo))TAK. 1. viii. 




" and promifesof friencMhip ^ 

appearcl8?tM|(mtftiA other nT^scAng probably, on either fide, 

^an 40 deceive\|d lIU each other into fccurity. 

^Abc>ut this tuM Siven bilhop of Jrhus^ and Paul dea** A. D. 
c&fof^HofihiUf weli^e arrefted by the king’s orders in the 1343! 
pi^iTc fireets, con^£le 4 prifoncrs to PaJehorn^ a fortrefs ^hebijhof 
xnietih^Jts- Wc^'ire not informed of Valdemar\xtz{ovi%{oi rfPix\i\x^ 
como^ting fuch/vio!ence on the perfons of two prelates of amfluL 
dift^i^on ; it however agreed by all hiftorians, that a 
councSw the clergy ^ Wed»U ^nd laid the whole king- 
a fbvere interdidtion on account of this a£lion. 

*1^ bodVof men on earth are more jealous their rights 
theV^rgy of all nations ; nor is there a more dange* 
rous enemy v% 4 ere their influence is confiderable, and the peo- 
ple ignorant. • It does not appear i\i?\j^ >^aliieniar was greatly 
difconcertef with this proceediiig of the bilbops ; for wc fee 
him bellowing the fame attention to the recovery of the here* 
ditary domains of the crown, and the ifland of FaZ/irfy and 
cit]/ of Nuopingy adtualiy wrefied out of the hands of the 
earl of Wagrioi to whom they had been pledged by Chrijio- , 

fher. p 

Towards the beginning of ncxtycar, queen A. D. 

Hadwigg was delivered of a princet^whofe bir^ annulled the 1 344* 
ceffion that was made of Fionia in /avour of the houfe of Hol^ ^ young 
Jiein, A new treaty was concluded thereforre between the 
courts, in which Valdmar revoked the claufe refpedling 
nia; they mutually promifed afliffance againll all enemies 
jgSk&itocA the king only excepting the king of Sweden 2 ind 
the dukeof<$/f/i/r, with whom he was in firidt alliance ; and 
it was agreed, that if any unforefeen difference (hould arife, 
it might be referred to the arbitration of Faldifuar duke of 
Slefwick 

No fooner was this treaty figned, than Valdemar employed 
Nicholas of Limbecy whom he had juft created marefchal of 
Denmarky to negotiate with the princes of Holftein concern- 
ing the redemption of Seburg, The ranfom was paid, and the 
two prelates of Jrhus and Rofehild were fet at liberty j uj>on 
which the bifhops took off the interdidion, about which Fal- 
4 emar had given himfelf but little trouble, though the people 
began to exprefs greaf uncafinefs. 

CALLENBURG w^as, in the mean while, furrendered to 
the king by Ingehurg g^ wido jy of Canute PurJiuSy Agreeable to burg^- 
the’ late conventiSiVf^JBRnelfl'ng of Sweden kept her out of renden u 
poffeflion of Hallandy under pretence that this province was the king^ 
annexed to his crown by the fame title as Schonen. This how- 
ever was a mere pretext in order to oover more feerci defigns ; 

R 4 ior 
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7he king 
marchts 


for it is certain, that had 

carl of Wagr 'ta^ having only'^Wen -givepttiMijgE^foe'^Sfne of a 
government to Ef ic^ father to the king of Sft:jedin\ 

k(a/dcmar WAS incenfed at this conduft, wir he tound^it con- 
venient ftiil tp fiipprefs his refentment/ while 
maiiied alone the fuffercr, being iqual^v depr/Ved of CalUnp^^g 
and Hailund^ its equivalent*. v # » ■ 

About the clofeof the year a general diUvi*as helV^.; Wi* 
iurg, from whence tnc king marched diredtlyVigainft 
I who had refuied, for a feriesof years, to pa'^^j^rtyn 

^nellancl- impofed on them. He entered their country 

tile manner,, and found no great difficulty in. reducing them 
to obedience. Having finiihcd this cxpediti<^ .^he 
another to the ifland of Tteahyid^ and laid fiegcTro a new tbr- 
trels the HolftetnerT'^^ built near Nfjlwid^ contrary Co the 
late treaty. Valdemay^ infinerl, that either it'fo^ld be deli- 
vered up to him, or difmantlcd j and the princes of H^fjOin 
were ilrcnuous in having the price it had coft in building' paid 
to them, and liberty to carry off all their effedis; both wivich 
, the king refufed. 'rhefiege was accordingly formed ; bur be- 

fore any great ^progrefs was made, a negotiation was fet on 
foot, and the affair armcably adjufled. About this time Val^ 
dimar Jikewifi; confentw^ that Nay-va^ a city in Ejihnma^ 
which had been the occ^on of numberiefs difputes, fhould 
remain in the hatids of the Teutonic knights for the fpace of 
year, they promifing to defend it againft all the attempts 
of the barbarians.^ c ^ 

As the princes of Hilftein were the mod formid!!BTc>^ 
mies of VaJemar^ bccauie they poffcffed llrong holds in al- 
^ moft every province of his dominions, he made if the chief 
ob]c£t of his policy to rid himfelf of fcclr irkfome neigh- 
bours,. by detaching the duke of Slejivlci from their alliance, 
in which he fuccceded. A treaty was ccmcluded between the 
two Valdetmrs^ the duke did homage to the king, and the lat- 
ter, in cafe he (hould be the furvivor, obliged himfelf to pro- 
tect the duke’s heirs and dutchy againd all enemies. It 
was likewife offenfive and defenfivc ; for they engaged mu- 
tually to defend each other with all their torccs, and to de- 
clare the enemies of either to be the enemies of borti powers. 
Such a proceeding cou7J not fail of ^ving umbrage to the 
Hotjiein princes Hfnr. and Nicholas. They formed a plan of 
revenge, which cAi!d never with countenance, except in 
the breads of the bafe and dohonoijfStffi&i^^ They invited* the 
duke to vific them in Fionia : one day, propofing a bunting- 
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f!^ilukc*« Jerfoi^ and kept him fHiUaMr* « 
i '<hc be itgned with «he king mM ^ 
.^gements with them. Nor did itbey flep ’ 
nerc ; inrv ».-»« incutfions rinto ZtaLmd, and pillaged -the 
*dhv %KeMt7\>n the oAcr hand, the Djfiues made them- 
maftew^jf GundtrJkMtn^ and the citadel ttf 

I^JjDEM/^R laboured hard to re-unite with the crown, 
fii&rl othci paces that had been pledged in the laft uiduppy 
Alter redeeming ^rom the princes Htnry. MA Nsetaks, 
sJreffts of Karfir and Pttrtkirg, he declared to them his 
incltn^on to pay into their hands the price of tjte government 
■»f La^- 4 /. His propofal was rqeaed, and he gave ordera 
to the oranu^Ttarefchal to pafs with an army tnto that ifland, 
and J-v liege to all the places that conumed loreign garnlons. 

'I'be prir.Ss haftened to th<* relief of the illand, and .daily 
fkirmifhes palled between the two armies No decifiw ac- 
tion, however, happened when the Swdjjh monarch ofie^ 
h/mediatioD, and effeaed an accominodation on no other 
conditions than, that iWW ftould be delive^ up to 
the king, on his paying the lum of eight ttooufand marks m 

^IkLom this time VMmar bega;*^ make profeffions of a Valdc 
piety more rigorous and fevere tl an prudence or policy die- ma*^ 
tated While his dominions were pledged to flrangets, nn-terfittun. 
thing could be more unfeafonable than ea^diuons agaminhi 
infidels, and holy pilgrimag^, djaated only by blind wal and 
jjous rfw.enzy. He pafl'ed to EJihtma, a province of Swrfw, 
on the North of Livonia, where he made feveral reguUtiOM 
in the ohtfreh. He founded feveral pious inftitutions, and built 
cha ^ls at ReiM, m which daily prayers were to. put up for 
himtelf and queen. He took the dcim and cantms of tte 
cathedial under his immediate protedtion, and publilhed di- 
vers edias in their favour. In the end he returned to Dm- 
mark, and prepared for another expedition againft the pagans 
cf Pruka, with intention to oblige them to embrace the true 
relieion: foch was the devotion of princes in thofe ages of 
ignorance and barbarity VaLUmar was accompanied in this 
^pedition by his brother Otton, whom he had forced into the 
7>«te»K order, that ftis prefence in Prrwwri might occafion 
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f no troubles. i?riV dokc of likewiiME^^ 
princes having met at Lubec ;^ut before ps ai^jHif 
the barbarians had concluded a truce with we S&tsnir kn^<y ts^ 
This rendered his prefence in the counti^nneceiTarv ; 
therefore returned to Livoma^ and fold thi province or EJI^ 
hmia to the TiuHntc knights, for the fum of eighteen thej^^i^ 
fand marks in filver, contrary to the formal^irpofifTS^s nosTJe 
by his father, whereby this province was una^enably a*.'.rmed 
to the crown. One remarkable circumftancc attend^^^te 
fale ; it was, that only one of the fenators, Andrew^^ijfoK 
figned the agreement ; nor did a copy of it ever 
theP^/^i&ambsfl'ador produced one at the congrefs of ffiutin in' 
the year 1570. One moiety of the money was p'«dii to t'.trr' 
marquis of Brandenburgs married to Voldemar* i lifter. This 
was her portion, for the payment of which the kin^ had 
pledged half the province of Efthonia. In returif the mar- 
quis put into the king’s hands an inftrument, whereby he re- 
kafed him from the fubfidy he had engaged for (he defence of 
the marquifate. \ 

jy^ Before the king quitted Livoniay he had fent orders to fe- 
1346. Danljh lordsl*to meet him in Brandenburgs all of whom 

were arrefled on the ro^d by the earl of Wagria ; an z3t of 
preemption that greatly li cenfed Va/demar ; yet did be enter 
upon no new mcaliircs forVevenging the iniulr, or enlarging 
the prifoners. InftAid of this he made all pofllble prepara- 
iioA^ for a romantic expedition to the Holy Land, which he 
bad long meditated. Accordingly he fet out, attended by 
Eric of Saxonys and a great number of the fiift nobilKy of 
Valdcmar kingdom. On his arrival at Jerufalem he vilited all the holy 
moAes a places, and entered himfelf in the fraternity of the knights- 
fiijgrmjage templars ; an example that was followed by £r/V, and the 
reft of the lords of his court : for folly from the throne flows 
rapidly among the people as from its natural and moft vigo- 
rous fource. The courtiers of Alexander diftorted themfelves 
into the unhappy figure of that hero. 

Not to dwell on the encomiums palled by crafty priefts on 
thefe Inftances of royal piety, the people began to murmur 
at (he difpofal of the fair province of Ejihonios without their 
confent, or indeed their knowledge ; and the griewmee was 
Danes aggravated by the application of the lAoney, one moiety of 
which went to the marquis of Brandenburgs and the ocher to 
defray the expenccS of a ^voedition to Palejiine. That 

. piety which they beheld with rcvefeffctW^fbrmcr roonarchs, 
began to be looked on as a madnefs in Voldemar. 

A.IX 134.7 queen was delivered of a princefs, 

tS47* hgeburga ^ and (h^ king, who was returned to his do- 

minionSf 



ptnutiak. 

mortgage upon the city of Rttuljhii^. ^ 
He .roieeiiMl^ikraife a numCer of other mortgages,* and ,«> 
am&g thefe tlnMfllncI of Zealand^ city of Niceping^ Steki in 
•^c iQand of and a variety of places in Jutland. 

ATyer^this he figned a frefli treaty with the princes of HoU 
//ajj^^in wMcf, it v^is (lipulated, that Ncibur^ and part 
or^tnj^ ;iiand of Fionia fhoixXd be xeded to the king, in ex- 
ch^^'for wj)if>n they were to receive Steke, with a fum of 
n^•^^ equivalent to the remainder of the purchafe. 

•» before this year that duke Valdemar of Skjwick 

his liberty, and then only upon condition, that he 
renoun^ the alliance he had formed with the king, contrary 
iff^the exprefs letter of a prior treaty with the Holjhin princes. 

It would feem that iiumberlefs difficulties attended the 


redemption of the crown-lands ; for, fubfequent to the treaty 
of which we have juft fpoken^ wc find the king l^ing fiege 
to - Skioldenefs in Zealand. Neither Pontanus^ Meurjius^ or 
Krgntxim, give any account of the occafion of thefe hoftili- 
ties, contenting themfclves with obferving, that the opera- 
tions were no fooner begun than they were dropt, by reafon of ’ 
a plague that laid defolate the greater part oV all Europe^ and Plagui in 
raged with particular violence in penmark. Here whole 
t<Avns were deferted, the country *.cft waftc for want of la- 
bourers; all commerce totally ftagnated;^ even the 
trade, which a few years before began to be affiduoufly Qyr^ 
fued, was now negicded ; and nothing but terror and dcfpair 
'reigned in this miferable couAtry. 

fct . " l"o fhefe unhappy circumftances were added others equally 
oppreffive and unavoidable. The great number of crown- 
lands thatlverc mortgage^ rendered a heavy tax neceflary ; .the 
more grievous 'fo t3e peojple, becaufe the means of payment 
had failed, in confcquence of the cefTation of induftry. Val- Valdemar 
dmar determined by all means to gain the afteeftions of his^^zm th 
fubje£is» the more eafily to e(Fc6t his purpofe. Ailembling a confidence 
diet ?X Ringjladt^ he fet forth, in prcfcnce of an \i\hmiy of of his /idh> 
nobles, clergy, and commons, that he had redeemed out ' 

the hands of the mortgagees a great number of cities, towns, 
and caftles, at the expence of three hundred rhoufand marks, *349* 
levied u{jbn the people ; and that now there remained a faving 
of ten thoufand marlcs of filver, which he requefted the 
people would d.Tpofe of as they faw prope^, as it originally 
belonged to in the monarch wai 

truly politic : it intiVely gained the alTeAion of his fubje£ls, s|s 
ifirell as their confidence : they fubmitted every thing to him* 
and aiTured him of their readinefs to down their lives and 
iRortunes at his feet. 
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paflcd over to 

Magnui icing of Sweden^ from whom Jte iM defirous /it rc- ‘ 
Sweden, deeming ^choaen. He offered Alagnus thr fum for ivhtdtf.it 
was firli mortgaged to the carl of egria^ and reprefent^h to' 
him, that the earl had no right •to dttpofe o!^ a province ! dd 
upon fuch a tenure. UnanfwerabJe as thefe argurftc^^S V- jc, 
Magnus refufed to furrcndcrit; and the congrds up 

with menaces from f^ald^mar^ that he would claim 
by force of arms: menaces which weie not attende d 
propoled efted, the troubles arifing in Germany - 

vented Valdemar from purfuing his dcTign. As this <*xtraordi- 
nary affair is iirongly cooneclcd with our hidoCi^,^ we luAii * 
xeJaic it w'iih all pofhble brevity irom the diffulVand pexjdexed 
account of Pantanus 

An impuilor, by name Midler Maineken^ appeared about 
this time in Brandenburgs affuming the name of the late 
margrave Voldemars and Claiming his dominion.^, which he 
faid were ufurped, in prejudice of his right, by Leiv 'n o( SHan^ 
y J^nlurg^ Jn his perfbri be exadily rercinblcd Valdemars and 


impof- 
tor lays 
elaim to 
ihe mar- 


uranden- 
burg. 


lie found.no difBtuhy in irnitaiing his voice and manner, » hav- 
ing been many years gentleman ulher to the margrave. He 
afltuned, that the mar^flve was not dead as had been long 
reported, but had made a pilgrimage to JeruJalrm. Now on 
bis leiurn, he cxpdlSted Lewis of Bavaria would reftore thofe 
^dominions tor their narural lord. Kold and impudent aflcr- 
tions never fail tO meet with credit fiom the vulgar. Here 
humanity and juflicc ieemed to call aloud for their aififlailc'* 
which combined with the novelty of the feene, toon gained 
AlulUr a great number of adher^ts. With thdfe many of 
the neighbouring piinces, mtcrcfletT in fi/ppoiting the impof- 
ture, joined. Among thefe were the dukes of &axe ArAaU 
and Mecklenburg \ and Crantzius affirms, that the emperor 
Charles IV. not only efpoufed, but Hril excited Muller, to this 
bold attempt. By thefe he was fupported with all the dig- 
nity of a prince, he kept a court, and even cclipfed in pomp 
the real margrave. 

KiiHG Voldemar^ who fincerely loved his brother- in* law 
LtwiSs heard this news with concern. He pitied his fifler, 
forefaw the diilra£tion that would enfiSie, and determined to 
ui'e all his power to fupport his brother-in-law, and puniQi 
the prerumptuous*!^i:///rr. A* was convoked at Pjj^^hild^ 
and fufficient fupplics were granted to^ilffiJe him to equip a* 
SeetjWUh whichhe Ixxs^A^AMecklenburgs dellroying the country 





Ti»^jf0y of 

v9?8im£5a^&j)A (Word. ; The di^ke of MitMtjiA^erg 
the king, j^hom he reduced to fftU 
•daii|^r, havin^^ri^ed him in Sturgart. P^aldemar 
fcjN^rceived the eim of which he had been guilty, in enclofing 
iflwletf in a city % eafily forced $ but his endeavours to ex- 
triette himfej/' .yv'ould have> been firuitlers, had not R&mtJus^ 
Lewis of iSrandenhurg^ arrived feafonably lo hli 
reli^''*mmediately the dulce raifed the ficgc, took a compafe, 
an^jXeked Romulus in the rear. The battle was bloody and 
the duke viflorious, and near four hundred Eyan^ 
were made pnloneis ; but ilill Romulus had the ho- 
*i(jur ot\ raifing the negc, relieving the king, and of* faving 
^jsbiflifolfB^this bravery from falling into the enetny’s hands. 
yJLDEM^R was no fooncr at liberty than he marched 
out ci|,f the city, which had almoft proved fatal to him, and 
made frcfWncurfums into the fluke's territories, where he laid 
fiege to ftveral towns, that made but a faint rcfiftancc. At 
length, reinforced with a body of troops from Pomeyaniu^ he 
inx'^Lfted Btrlin^ which city had declared in favour of the irw- 
jwffor. 'Fhe duke haflcned to the relief of ihebcfieged *, and 
the king drew out his armv to give him ^battle. 7'hing* 
were coming to a crifis, ar\d both parties waiting for the fignal 
to^engage, when fome of the more -noderate nobility in each 
army, dreading the citufion of ChriRian blood, propofcd an 
accommodation. A conference was held, in which it was 
determined to fubmit the affair to the arbitration of his 
dijh majcRy. Accordingly it yas determined ly this monarch,' 
thiU fynmlus^ brother to Le-Sis of Bramlenburg^ fliould fet all 
prifone!# at liberty j that, as an equivalent, he Ihould re- 
ceive an o»th of allegiance from certain cities in the dutchy of 
MeckUnbufgj tcvwhi-'h he claimed a right ; and, laftly, that 
he (hould efpoufe the daughter of the duke. Kii>g Valdmar 
likcwifc cffc>i.led a reconciliation between his brother-in-law 
the margrave and the duke of Stetin \ alfo between the dukes 
of Mecklenburg and Saxony. 

These troubles in Germany being thus appeafed, Valdcmar 
was on the brink of entering into another difpuic of more 
confequence, if the emperors affairs had not prevented him 
from pur^uirig the didUtts of his refcntmeiu. llis imperial 
majefty was extremclyienraged at Paldmar*$ marching foreign 
troops iAo the empire, and making bis dominions the theatre 
of a war. He was Rill more incenfed atpjiis checking the 
progrefs of the as it was notorious that 

the' emperor had an rntcrcR in the fucce^s of this impoftor, 
out of pi ^,ue to the margrave it being a main objedt 

•of his policy to dillrcfs the affairs o& ftic houle of Bavaria. 

How- 
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Howeverji whether out of Ihime, or dre^'^ 
to an excefs, he diflembled «his refentmi 
palTiiort to the king and feverai princes 
tend a diet which he convoked at Sprenbergi 
ctde the claim of the impoftor Muller, 


»n4j^»&rd y 
brth, tq|;at- 

carried 



with him Eric Juke of Saxony^ ^nd Romulus^ ^now beco\^e 
xAzrgxvjt Brandenburgs which his biothcr 'ceded, 
referving to himfelf only the dominions of the houfe 
varia. At this congrefs (for it was not properly a die^t j.he 
empire) the northern princes complained loudly of thycn,' 
peror’s endeavours to fupplant the natural heir of the 
Brandenburgs hy forcing in his room an impoftor, v^o %au 
long been a menial in the family. To this charge (he em*: 
peror replied, that he had done nothing of w^ich he could 
repent. Neither temerity, prejudice, or paflion, had excited 
him againft the houfe of Bav^fria^ or at all influenced his 
, condu<^t ; juflice alone was the motive of his a£lions : that if 
he was at all blnmeable, it was for giving credit to the aflii- 
rances of the archbifliop of Alagdeburgs Rodolph of Saxony 
the duke of Metklenhurgy and the prince of Anhalty all of 
whom had folenivnly made oath, that he was the true Valde^ 
mats the lawful heir of the houfe of Brandenburgs Upon 
this the king ftood up, and fpoke in the name of the other 
princes : We too arc ready to fwear, but ivith more truth, 

that this perfon is an impoftor; and we oblige ourfelves to 
•* ^onviS of perjury whoever has fworn to the contrary; we 
therefore befceoh your imperial majefty to revoke the de- 
cree you have pafied in favour 6f a man, who has no other 
prctcnfions to his prefent dignity than what he dfnvc/froq^ 
an unparalleled impudence, diflimulation, and talents to 
impofe on your imperial majefty.” JSlot^ caring to urge 
matteis to extremities, Charles at length openly acknowledged 
Romulus the legitimate heir and pofl'cflbr of Brandenburgy and 
publilhed an imperial decree to this purpofe. From hence- 
forth the impoftor was abandoned by all his adherents, and 
forced to retreat into Anhalty where he paiTed the remainder 
of his days in that obfcuricy to which he was born * ; and thus 
ended an affair which bad fpread the flames of war in feverai 
parts of Germanyy almoft proved fatal to the liberty and life of 
Voldemars and made a great noife in eu?ry corner of Europe. 
jft properly belongs another part of our hiftory; but from 
the (hare which J^ldemar had in it, we could not avoid men- 
tioning it here. * I,, 

The congrefs having broke up, the princes returned each 
to his own dominions^ except Valdemary who laboured hard 
‘.CaAxrz. p. 203. „ 





anc^anquillit^lie $fpent fome days ^ili.ubic in mirth *ild(l 

K ivify, and fK»^ palTed over to his own dominions^ 
erc^c was rcccfscd with great demonftrations of joy^ the 

pco^He being highly fatisfiedswith the refult ot this lad nego« 

^ • 

So;;. after this he concluded a treaty with Cafimtr^ king 
of by which that prince engaged to fupply him with 

If.ie m^dred lances, provided they were not to be employed 
power fpecified in the treaty. Before the ena of 
u\e yeak\ the public joy received conliderable augmentation 
the r irih of a fecond Ton ; it was however of fhort du- 
ration ; for the young prince lived but a few days* By the 
death^of the two fons of Canute Porjius^ the title of dukes of 
Halland bc^afnc extindl, and 4he king did not think 'proper 
to confer it on a collateral branch of the family, thinking k 
more advifeable to annex the dutchy to the crown. 

Lm the year 1351 a quarrel, the grounds for which arc A. D* 
unlcnown, arofe between Voldemar and bis grand -marcchal i3p.« 
Limbeck. It was carried fo high, that his majefty beficgcd ^ rew/f ^ 
him in the caftle of Doming. The princes of Holftein^ the kingU 
nobility of and the maritime towns, ajjtook arms 

the fame time. The princes pretended an infraftion of 
the treaty fubfifting between them and* the king, while 
the nobility and maritime towns complained of fomc trA^ 
pafTcs upon their rights and privileges. On the firft rumour 
of th^fe commotions, the kihg put garrifons in all the places 
*iie tho^ht-^ceiTary, and fent a (Irong body of forces for the 
protcAion 4of the dutchy of Slefwick^ agreeable to the late 
treaty. This laA mcafure proved fruitlefs ; for the duke had 
fided with the princes of Holfteint and the auxiliaries were 
confirained to return. At the fame time, the Swedes having 
depofed Magnus for his debaucheries, which had rendered 
him odious to* the people, raifed his ton Eric to the throne* 

MagntiSy retiring to Schoneoy aflcmbled the ftaics of the pro- 
vince, to deliberate on the neceflary meafures in this de- 
plorable fituation of his affairs. From hence he folicited VaU 
demurs aijiftance to reftore him ; but met with a repulfe, bc- 
caufe he had refufed ton:ede that province. Again the negotia- 


tfiaiHbfiT^ '^coiKlude^ upon a folid footing, h 
essdsiio After having eftablifhed r< 
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tion was refumed •, but the unw'illingnefs which Magnus ex- 
prelled to furrender Schoneny rendered it fruittefs. • 

All this while V^^iUtuaVv/siS not unemployed on the other f he affairs 
fide. He invited the nobility of North Jutland to a confe- 0yjtttiand« 
fence, with a view to detach them frorri the alliance of Hol^ 

Jlein \ and one Bugaus was icni to Calfenburgy to treat widi 

the 
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the king in their nSme. Nothing wa$ ^ ^ 

* terview ; and Bugaus with the other dep&cies wei^hgfdly .fC;^ 
turned io Jutland^ when the iiobihty, new allL^^c 

with the princes of Holflem^ feizocl upon fe^al of his*^iaj 
jelly’s garrifons in tjjiofe part?. T'hc king ^caded the 
of a civil war, a»id laboured affiiluoufly to remove the cauf^ of* 
fc terrible an evil. He offered to tubiT:» the Jifferc-ncc^ to 
decifion of the earl of iyagria\ yet bccaufc he rufpcctTjJ tl.at 
nobleman partial in favour of the princes oi Hoijiein^ , Vue 
of his determination was procralhnaiec. In the medn|*; . r 
he levied troops, which, Ler palling if* rev 
he embarked for i »aniu ; but contrary* winds i .n^-J 
tranfports froDi failing. This aftoidcU hjn :ui « of 

holding a conference with Magnus of Stvtvlen; but this iju V- 
view, like all the other negotiations !vitw:.‘ea them, ’ roke oir 
without concluding any thing. 

As foon as the wind permitted, Vulil.nar put to i^.t ; and 
was met on his landing by numbers of 'he nobiliiv Oi f.^ntuy 
who alTurcd him of their fidelity, and made efilr of then fci- 
vices. By their advice it was that umpiics were choien to 
determine all differences between him, the princes of ILl^ 
Jieitiy and the Jutland nobility. At t!ic fan'. ' time tlie Siof/it;s 
held an aflembly at HelfeuLurg^ to negotiate an ..ccommoJa- 
tion between the two crowns; bin nr>tliin[; wms deter- 
mined, it producce^ a particular interview bct^;«*cn yaUhnnr 
Magnus^ at which their diff’erencts were amicably ad- 
juffed, after repe^cd fijitirfi negotiations had been let on 
foot. 

In the fpring of the year frcih conferences Ijfid o.. 
the fubjedl of the difputc between his majcfly and'jhe princes 
of HoIJiiin and nobility of Jutland ; bur evci y propofal from 
cither fide wasrcjedled, as if they both had met to decide juft 
nothing at all. But the unfettlcd ftate of his own affairs did 
not prevent Valdemar ^ afliffing the duke of Mecklenburg againft 
the duke of Stetiriy who had declared war againft him ; and, 
indeed, it feems to be one of the Ihining parts of this princess 
character, that he adhered ftriftly to his engagements, and 
never deferted his allies, but on the nioft prefling emergencies, 
and for the ftrongeft reafons : and however politics may in 
thefe times be altered, firmnefi and fidelity arc no le/s refpedl- 
able qualities in a monarch than in a private citizen. On this 
occaiion he refolv^d to go in perlbn to Germany^ which he did, 
after appointing a regency to govern kingdom in his ab- 
fence. He was no (boner arrived than he fet negotiations on 
foot for reuniting the belligerent powers ; and accordingly pro- 
,duced a treaty of pc/ce» and even of alliance, between the 

duMf 





, The tSJtpry of 

j? Stitin^ and Pomerania, Having fom^ 

cl^j^rJifcimtcnt againft the princes of Setavia and If^erU^ 
i’ ncr eir^^d the negotiations than he entered their 
iry in a hoftile manner, carrying Idefolation wherever 
.i>hcd, and dtllroylng every thing pro^ne and facreJ 
bclbft? tl'j is rcproaclied on this occafion with betray- 

and barbaWUs difpofuiort, in ordering the nofes* 
piiloncrs to be cut oft” in cool blood, and 
’ iinr In a manner little ccnfiftcnt 

pjli’riiv.a-.'. ‘a thr Hr'y I-ant). Tins expe- 
th . caufes wl.ich arc unknown, he fpent 
;,i.‘ at //: in fcafls and diverfions.^ 

y.:' u ulhered in, and diftinguiflied in the Princr/s 

.urk^ by the birth of thcgloiious princeis Mar^ Margaret 
/.oreeded to the ?roWns of Denmark^ Swed-rt^ and born. 
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;i 4 ;' c\. 'h of her^ather P^ddefnary and merited 
. *ihJ uiatdy cor -age, the title of Simiramts 
i . king had for fome years pafl ftiut up hiS 
ll.' ' Sf'bur^y upon fome furpicion of her in- 
if d l ‘m one day thiihiT as he returned 
and piopohng to fpend the slight with one 
.•’(imeiu he was carried hy the addrefs of that 
-f i.iv l-iwful wife IhXwigy where he cn- 
Iv.w ^ annexed to ftolen love, and which the 
\U 'ucd appctuc ii. ni intrigue, withoitt difeovering his 
mitLiK- before the nioining. 'I he queen conceived in con^ 
fequcncc of cnibraccs of ^his night, and in the fpace of 
nine aj^onths wasdthvcred ofprincefs Margarety the fruit of 
► this, le2i'dav;^c-4in*our. 

This ycjr like wife it* was, that frcfli mcafur^s were taken Con^en^ 
to terminate alU diSprcnccs wirh the princes of Holjleiny tion nvitb 
which were fubmitted to the arbitration of the dukfc of Sax- the princes 
cny and the earl of Hoja^ by whofe award all parties agreed 
to Hand- It was farther ftipulated, that hoftilities fliouldft®**^- 
ceafe while this affair was in agitation. The king and the 
princes produced their pretenfions, and laid open their griev- 
ances to the umpires. Firft it was agreed, that for the fum 
of two tboufand marks of fdver, the king ihould redeem 
cut of th(^ hands of the duke of Saxony y the fortrefs of P//- 
tuerdcTy to be given \vp truft to the carl of IPagria till pay- 
ment of the faid fum, which mull be niadc within the fpace 
of three years, certain revenues in Fionia bting njortgaged 
for fecurity of the intereft. cTn the other hand, the carl was 
to yield up to the king all his mother’s portion in Denmark^ 
excepting only thofe lands fold by his father to Gerhard, 
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With refpeift* to the Holjiein printfeOhe king 
* a declaration, whereby he acknowledged^ in cqniidec^i^o " ^ 
^ the ceflion made by the princes of a moie^j of Fioni/i. an^ 
of fifteen hundred marks in filvcr, that he gave up alfoibr* 
prctenfions, and fet all the prifoners at liberty which,«hc 
taken fince th% beginning of tjie war. In a word, ths tc- 
‘*dious difputcs anJ quarrels between ilr<(king, the Tons (Jat- 
hajJ^ and the duke of Slefiuu^y were at length terminated 
amicably; though they were ag^tin rcncwxd a time 

after. 

Durzno thefe tranfaefions it was, that ot 

Sivfdcn gave the inveftiture of Halland and Schonen to a Sive- 
* 353 - d\Jh lord, called Bcnnet Algothy his favourite, w.'h the title of 
duke ; and fome hiftorians relate, that not fatisfied witlfbe- 
ilowing thefe marks of diilindlion, he made him abfohitc 
maftcr of his whole kingdom. This inveftituc.'^ gave um- 
brage to Valdemar ; but his refentment was abforbed in atSls 
of devotion he was now meditating. Some conftitutions are 
naturally dlfpofed to fuperfiition ; fuch was that of VaUemar. 
His piety confided in exterior a£ls and expcnces, the load of 
which fell entirely upon his fubjedls ; and indeed this is a 
fpecies of immoral piety, that favours more of vain- glory 
than of warm fentiments of true religion and the dilates 
of a good heart. In no other view can wc regard the pil- 
grimage he mad.e this year to Avignon^ to vifit Innocent Vl. 
,n«which coft the people an immenfe fum of money (A). 

On his return from Avtgnony he made an expedition to 
Frifelandy to extinguifli fome fprrks of fedition that had broke 
out in that country ; but the inhabitants havipg^ rc^urfe to 
fiipplications, he contented himfelf with punift^ng ^ few of 
the ringleaders, by fining them in certain Turns of money 
and carrying ofF hoftages. 

A general Next he called a general afTcmbly of the ftates at 

diet ajffim* hurg^ at which affified the duke and biihop of Slrjwick. Here 
he publicly declared a general pardon to all his fubjcAs guilty 
of treafon, or other offences agatnft the crown, and drew up 
an inflrumenc to this purpofe, which the bifliop of Ripen read 

(A) PcfitanuTy led by fome therefore, that Innocent VI. was 
falle authority, fays, that this then at the head of the church, 
vifit was made to Urban V. if it be true, as all the Danijh 
The year is the fame, and yet hiftorians aflert, that this pil- 
Urban was not 'raifed to the .grimage was made in the year 
dignity of pope till eight years 1354 (1). 

^'cer. It follows ncccllarily, 

ViJ^ Pone, /, viii, p. 483. 
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in the diet. It contained in fubftance, that his people • 

SMirJ heiicefcrward eqoy the full exertion of all the privi- ^ 
leones and imsnunicies conferred on them by his anceftors, 
hnd oarttcularly by Faldmar II. chat a general amnefly fhould 
granted of what was pafled \ that his majelly Ihould lake 
care to protafUthemy^aiaft all their enemies ; that all thc^fe 
^ :y of capital crimes, fuch as murder^ theft, (hould 
pardon, on miking fatisfadion to the injured, at leaf!: 

'di lay in their power, in the manner mod agtecable 
'CO iSe Jaws of the country $ that no fubjedl, whether layman 
or' ccclefiaftiC) diouldbe conflrained to part with his goods 
and chattels to religious purpofes ; that no phe be fuffered 
k\ feize on the effeds of an ecclefiadic who has died with- 
out heirs, but that they be left to the king's difpofal^ or to 
the •focie^ to which they belonged ; ladly, that a general 
diet be fummoned yearly, according to the antient cuftom 
of the realm, at Niohurj^^ about the fefiival of St, Johnft. 

Thefe regulations were plaufible and pleafing ; but we fhail ^ 
kf in the fequel how they were obferved. V 

This diet was fucceeded by an interview between the kings 
of Denmark and Sweden at HeIJinhurg. Pohtanus indeed re- ket^ween 
lates, that it was only acongrefs compofed of deputies, three 
bifhops being fent with in archbifhop from each fide to end 
the differences between the two crowns. The firft 
handled was the rellitution of Schnenj upo*n which the Danjj^^^ 
deputies had infirudions to infift. It was urged, that tn? 
earl of IVagrla had no right^lo difpofe of a j^rovince^ of which 
Ije WHS only the fimple mortgagee'; and that the inhabitants 
of rebellion* in acknowledging the 
ibveretgntf of Magmu They then proved, that neither 
i^orth nor SoutlrHMand had ever been mortgaged ; but only 
made over during pleafure, under the title of a government. 

Thefe two important points occaftoned fo many difficulties, 
which unavoidably rofe from the nature of the fubjed, that 
hb Swedijh majefty requefted Valdemar to come in perfon to 
Helfinburg. He accordingly went, and now it was that the 
kings met; but without the propoied effedi : for, after feveral 
warm debates, the congrefs broke up, leaving ail the differ 
irences juft as they found them. 

Another confereflee was appointed about the fame time, 
to which were invited the German princes, to regulate ceruin 
commercial affairs. The princes and fea-pSrts feitt deputies ; 
but VaUemar propoied attending in perfon, and was preparing 
for his journey to LubeCy when be was given to underftand, by 
the ditt, that no more than an efcorte of an hundred peribns 
„ would 'Be allowed him. lov€d*porop, and thinking 
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* liich a retinue infufficient to appear with regal magniH^ftc^ 
V he poftponed his journey, and appointed deputi^. ^ ' 

A. D- Laying afidc for a time the care of foreign affairs, W&r-, 
*355' mar applied himfelf to the adminiftration of juftice. lie prrf 
Valde- perfon ae the tribunals, and punifhed a great nunibff' 

o/ ufurpers, who had violently pcSTeffejJ/themfclves of eftates, 
during the civil wars immediately preceding his acceffibn* 
Thcfc lands he returned to the legitimate owners j it no 
lawful heirs could be found, annexed them to the cro^V^e 
fummoned before him one Nicholas Rondy of the ortfeT bi* 
knights, accufed of feditious expreffions againft the govern- 
ment, and difrcfpedful language towards the king’s perfon. 
Rond difobeyed the fummons, and made fo flout a refiflarwe, 
that thofc who were fent to bring him by force, were con* 
llrained to put him to death ^ • 

The king held this hcad-coirt at Ripen \ whence he pafled 
to Helftnhurgy where Magnus of Sweden demanded another 
interview. From thence he proceeded to Wrong Jierp^ at 
which place he held a diet, and pafled an edi£l, whereby 
fines on criminal a£lions were doubled. At length he re- 
turned to Rofchtldy where he received advice that the duke of 
Slefwick and Rennet Aldfeldt had determined to decide their 
quarrel by arnas. f^aldemar^ out of refentment to the di&e 
for his late condudl, fent fupplics to Aldfeldty by means of 
vrjiich he became •maftcr of the fortrefs ofTrankiary and ra- 
•yaged a great part of the duke's country, particularly the ifland 
of Langland. TTic duke flew to, the relief of his people : he 
landed a (Irong body of troops ; but was forced to abandon 
the ifland, on finding the kinjjr in pqrfon at IKc -hVd of iari’ 
army to oppofe him. Thus Valdcmar became maflir of Lang-^ 
land y but he again ceded it to the duke,<^in tonfequence of a 
negotiation fet on foot. 

Anamhaf^ This year arrived from France a magnificent embafly. 

Jy from John II. propofed a double marriage between the children of 

France, the two kings, and Valdemar inftantly difpatched ambafladors 

to France with fimifar inflruflions ; but John being at that 
time made prifoner by the Englifliy and conduaed to Londony 
the treaty was brought to no conclufion. To this fucceeded 
advices from Swedeny which gave the king uncafifiefs. Al- 
though the civil wars in that country were terminated by 
the partition of power made between A'fagnus and his fon 
Eric ; yrt Bookal Folk, a Danijh lord, font by Voldemar to 
SchensHy with ccrtaiti inflrudtions for Magnusy was arrefled 
on the road by £r/V’s order. Joannes Gothusy a Swedijh hrf- 
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«Sgns the folIowiQg motives for Ericas condyf);. 
Blan^^t wife to Magnus^ was no lefs fond of Bennet 
than N her husband. He was the prime favourite of 
^a^%tb I and tj^e queen defpairiog to fee Magnus reindated in 
tiJ^one, negledted nothing to preferve tl^ fortune of this 
midion. She lyade ^ fecret offer to king Valdcmar of the 
proviirce of Schonen^ p^vided he would conKrm to Algoth th^ 
iate^^veftiture and tiilq granted by Magnus ; and the king, 
caei^ tu Reunite fo fine a province to his crown, lidened to 
^ ru:r oVettures. Eric had intelligence of this fecret correfpon- 
(Tence, and gave inflrudtions for arrefting Folk. 

According to the hiftorians, was fo en- 

raged at the infulc committed on his agent, tha*t he indantly 
began to levy fifWiers. He was prevented however from pui- 
fuing^ his revenge, by the rigour of the approaching winter, 
and by a jtvolt that broke ou^ in Jutland, His whole atten- 
tion was required to appeafe this tumult. Great diligence 
was ufed, and it fucceeded ; certain lords having engaged 
to^ prevail on the king to fummon a diet at Callenburgy for 
the redrefs of the people’s grievances. This accordingly was 
done on the twenty-fifth of March followings 

But the facility with which Voldemar had hitherto quaflied 
*aU feeds of rebellion, made him the more cai^clefs about re* 
moving the caufe. This appeared from his behaviour im- 
mediately after the above diet ; for he impofed a heavy tax 
upon all the inhabitants of Jutland without diftin£tion, piV* 
bably as a punifliment for their late offence. It was to the 
lall«degree unfcafonablc aifu impolitic, thus to irritate the 
^ [pmds 'f 3!ti|2[e fo lately in rebellion. The duke of 

SlJuTuk ztfid princes “of Holjicin joined in the clamours 
againft this condu(^ and ftimulated the nobility of Jutland 
to take up arms. Yet after all, this was onIy*a collateral 
inducement to the people to revolt; the principal and origi-^^'^®"^* 
nal caufe of their cor.du£l being founded on a particular 
quarrel between certain natives of Iloljlein and the family of 
Himniken-Limbek^ whom Cunigunde^ widow to Eric duke of 
SUfwicky protcdled. The princes of lUl/lein took part with 
their own fubjefts, entered the dutchy of Slefwick^ and made 
themfelvis mafteisof the cities of T'underen and Haderjlalen. 

Both fides folicited the Jutland nobility for afliftance, and the 
princes prevailed ; but king Taldemar, whofe intcrell: it was 
that thefe towns &ou!d not remain in the baMds of \J[\e princes, 
levied troops and drove them out of the dutchy. Thus the 
Jutlanders were engaged againft their own fovereign, and by 
cheiiy^ndeavours the Hcljieiners again got poficflion of their 
conqjplits in the dutchy. Vaidemar mfiw ^^ndcijcn beficged 

S 'z and 


A. D. 
1356. 


> 3 > 7 -. 



A'alde^ 
mar*/ fre- 
faraiUns 
to jhhdue 
iitift. 


a<?a ' Tif JS/ory cf 

• anJ taken within view of his artnVj without bring aSlj to 
^ jclicve the garrifon. He after wards gave battle '<to 

rny, and was defeated. F'ufhcd with vi£lory^ ithey palfed 
over to Fionia^ where they took by afliult the^ftrong^o^ 
of OJertfccy and laid fiegc to Gambcrgy pother ftrong hplfl 
inj'ts neighbourhood. * • " 

V ALDEMAR was not difeourage^ by thefe difgr^ce's ; 
he rather exerted all his ability to wipe them pfF. .Troops 
were levied, and feycral rufpefled lords put under an *ar<2!J. 
Among others, Peter Laurentiusy his brother yohrty 
Ouhf\Gny and his brother Olaui were fecured. Some he rc- 
leafcd at a hipli random, after depriving them of the meant 
of injuring him; but thefe four were not only imprifon«lj 
hut their eftates confifeated, and places given to perfons ol 
approved aftedlion and ftdclity. Though the feafon wac fat 
advanced, he marched boldly td the relief of Gamberg. ,On 
his arrival he created a great number of nobility, the more 
Wrongly to engage theip afFeflion, and draw forth their cou- 
rage on fo important an occafion. As fcon as he perceived 
his ofHcers eager to engage, be gave the fignal, and led hia 
army on with 1‘uch fury, that the Holjieiners and malcontents, 
unable to refift his impctuofity^ broke up the ficge and rc- 
tVed precipitately with great lols. All their officers of dif- 
tinftion were killed or taken. John of Holftein was left dead 
pn jths field ; and ftis brother mcholasy after lofing an eye, 
fFTf into the hands of the Dames, who were bringing him 
pnfone/ to the kirfg, when his bipiher FJenry flew to his re- 
iicf, attacked the party, and procured his lib erty. In ccrt’fc- 
qucncc of this important viflory; all the g-irTliDns 
to the princes in Fionia, furrendcred tc -the king, ihd he'im- 
incd lately gave orders for razing Gamberg^Xo \he ground, in 
order to reinforce his ^rmy with the garrifon *. 

From hence he paffed into Zealand, laden with plunder: 
and here he received advice from his emiiTaries, that a great 
r.umber of the HoijJein nobility were invited to attend the 
Lift obfequies of Bennet Al(lfcldi\ wife, who died in Fionia, 
^'hither he pafied fo fccretly and I’uddenly, tfiat he feized 
upon many perfons of the firft rank, whom he carried pri- 
loners into Zealand, " 

This year was uOiercd in with a ru'mour that the king 
of Siveden and duke of Mecklenburg were preparing to declare 
war againft DenmAbk. Though no certain advices had been 
rercived of their intentions, Valdemar ordered his army into 
the field, in the depth of winter. He alfo fent orders to all 
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s^egO^^rnors of towns and caftles* to put the foitifications 
^rlwfArrifonst-in the beft ftatc of defence. Next he reviewed 
troops at anc^ augmented them conficicrdbly, tak- 

wf^cve^ preesus^n th^t was ncceffary to guard ag.iinft an 
It is remhdc^le, however, that a ^.iiiiirnc power 
like • AtouldSpot Ifave confided more in a iUon^ 

fleet,"” Snd committed Carc of her coafts to a well ap-* 

^ pointed n;wy ; yet we he^r of no other naval preparations made 
on r'Ajg otfCafion, than taking up a few tranfporrs, on board 
K.\^whicff he embarked a part of his army for Langland, Flerc 
he took the important fortrefs of Trankiar^ and in a fliort 
time fubdued all the ocher places on the ifland that had not 
ackjiowlcdgecUMs fovercignty. Fiom hence he let fail with 
iiaicention to oel^c Heingavd ; but moft of his fleet being 
dtfpcrlcd} and feparated horn him in a thick log, he rclin- 
i^iulhed thclicfign. • 

^^Strengthened before the fpring with frefh levies, he Valde- 
again.put to fca, and attempted the rcJucl:ion of Alffn. 
lU^dburg had already furrcndcred, after a ficgeof three days ; ^ation\ 
Sonderherg was likely to make but a faint re'iftancc : in a 
word, the whole ifland muft have funk under the weight of 
his viiftorious arm, had not Rigitz dutchefs of SUfivuk taken 
prudent rcfolution of fuing to her Ibverejgn for peace. 

She came in perfon to his majefty, who was fo charmed with 
her eloquence and addrefs, that he freely gtanted her all his 
conquelts in Alfen^ on condition that flie would harbour 
countenance none of his enemies, and that the duke her hgf- 
bantTifiould come attended by no more than twenty fervants, 
noJoiigfci ihaxL jhree (lays at his court. 

VALDEfidAR^ lib^liiy was certainly the caufe of the 
duke’s vifit a fliopt t’me after. That prince defired permif- 
fion to wait on his majefty, which was granted. 'He made 
feveral overtures for accoinmodating all their differences j 
but they were rejected at the perfuaflon of certain courtiers, 
who were violently prejudiced agaiiift the duke. After his de* 
parturc the king fet fail for the ifland of Femeren^ where the 
inhabitants were well provided to receive him, having had 
fomc previous intimation of his defign. They endeavoured 
to oppofe his landing ; but were rcpuUed and forced to give 
way to fuperior force. •After loftng a great number of their 
men in fever^ (kirmifhes, they fubmitted to pay a tribute of 
four thoufand marks in filver. On his retifrn Vatdemar ex- 
acted (contributions on feveral cities ofSUfwick^ and laid wafle 
all the country round, that had refufed to comply with his 
dem^. Some of his fhips had orders to plunder the neigh- 
qI IVifmar^ which the feamcn Executed with great 
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alacrity and fucceh; but being detained in port byV^er^ 
winds, the peafants aflembled and attacked the crew(\gimr 
great fury. Perceiving that all their endeavoivs were iotle^ 
by the courage of the Danesy they ff^jed fi^ve»l fmall 
with conibuftibles, which they feni Uri\h ^ fair wind ifito 
middle of the •king’s fquadron. Thp^ terror and dread of 
fire effected what all the power of tffifmar could no; j for 
the feamcn Immediately threw down ^cir arms, and fuffered 
themfelves to be conduced prifopers to the city, nM a^ng 
them their admiral the great favourite V^f P^ai^ 

demar, 

7'his expedition being ended the king paffed into Zrj- 
land^ where he lived but a fhort time at his ca^fc* when adj/ice 
was received that the duke of Mecklenburg n‘«\luic«ed to invade 
the illand. The report was true ; but the duke hearing that 
Valdemar was provided with a numerous fquadroh^ and well- 
appointed garrifons, relinquilhcd his dcfign, and folicited the 
duke of Stetin to mediate a peace between him and his allies 
the princes of Holftein and the king. Bornim of Stetin yn- 
dertook the bufincfs and fucceeded. He prevailed on Valdt- 
war to come tp Stralfundj in order the more commodioufly 
to negotiate the peace. Here the parties met, each accom- 
panied by numerous trains of nobility, who greatly affiiled iti 
concluding thfi&ir differences. It was ftipulated, that the king 
(bould hcnceforwsird live in peace with the allied prince^ 
j yy ho engaged a mutual fricndfhip among themfelves ; and that 
the prilbncis onfall Tides Ihould be fet at liberty. They like* 
wife took under confideration ^the diftutbances of yutiand 
and it was agreed, that the nobility oomm^ns ^bouU 
fend deputies to the king at Neobut^^ to iiiiifli \heirdi1fep 
cnees amicably. 

A PEACE being Tigned, and writs ifTued for convoking thi 
diet, his majefty put to fca ; but inftead of proceeding t< 
Neoburg be fleered for Zealand j contenting himfelf with fend 
ing his fon and certain fenators to treat with the yutiand dc 
pptiesat the diet, and referving to himfelf the ultimate decifioi 
of that affair. This induced the deputies to demand a faf 
condu;6l to attend the king at Stagel\ but the terms on whicl 
the paffports WTie granted, appeared fo infolent, and couche 
in words fo imperious, that nothing war concluded, and the 
departed more incenfed than ever again (I Voldemar, Sooi 
after, however, ^ truce was granted, and the negotiation re 
newed. ' J 

From Stagel the king went to RofchlUU where he expeSc 
to have met the king and queen ot Sweden^ to put tl}y.*lai 
band to the affair On his arrival he 
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v^ad^feht an apology, Jiiagnus having always exprelled great 9 
ftHwillingnefs to part with that province. * 

It was about this time that three of the Jutland nobility, Three Jut- 
Igsen of the qua.ity, were afTaflinatcd on their return land no- 
The fufpiaion l'ay upon the king, as if it had httnhlemen 
done by his ord^^r ; j^.t was St never clearly proved, and mmyjajpf^ated. 
reaiuris concurred to itpnder it probable that this horrid adlion 
was committed by fornq fecret enemy to them, or at lead to 
thr.lrangi^ who fell upon this method of rendering him odious. 

AfitrUT the beginning of the enfuing year, the brothers A. D. 
Barntrims and Wratijlaus ohtZAncd the inveftiiure of Jlugen *359* 
from the Icing, for which they did homage, promifing him 
likgwife the^mpft conilant ^delity, and certain auxiliary 
troops andVuT^urs againft all his enemies. This renders 
it probable, that Chrijlopher had not mortgaged the ifland of 
Rugen^ blit only that part Pomerania called Pomerania* 
Cijmarina. 

It was this year that queen Blanche prevailed on Magnus 
tqi vifit Valdemar at Copenhagen (A), the ifiue of which inter- 
view was the ceremony of betrothing the princefs Margaret^ N 
third daughter to Valdemar^ to the king of Noy^ay. On this 
occaiion the aflFair of Sebonen was again brought on the car- 
* pet ; for this was one of the circumdances which produced 
a frcfli quarrel between Magnus and his fon Eric. The pre- 
text which they publidied was in fa£l tocf trivial to occafion a 
war ; for it appeared that Magnus complained of the inti« ' 
bitants of Schonen^z exptefling a dronger attachment to their 
duke than to him, who was their king. In faid, this ap- Schonen 
,,.nrjoachin{^ruptAicT.^as one great motive for his vifit to Den* given up 
mark, where he folic&td Valckmar^s affiance againd his fon,^ Mag- 
promifing him^n fAurn the full reditution of Helfinhurg andnus. 
Schonen. It was an overture which Veddemar could not refid; 
he had long panted after this province, and now found it 
voluntarily offered. Not to lofe the favourable minute, he 
palled (uddenly with an army into Schonen, feized upon feve- 
ral fortredes, and among other places made himfelf madcr 
of Solliczjburg ; but provifions failing he returned to Zealand, 
carrying along with him prifoncr a nobleman of rank called 
Peter Doa. 

• 

(A) Meurfiui is certainly mir> not obtain the other name till 
taken in giving this city the many yeaio after,, as we have 
apiellaticn of Copenhagen at fo remarked in the general account 
ea^y a period ; for at this time of Denmark. 
it^^as called Ilaffnia, aud did 
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The Hifioty of fiClS^ark. 

^ VALDEMA^^ progreft in Schanen^ and above all^^h^ 
reproaches of his people for tamely fufFering a fair provinccT 
hich for Tome years they looked upoiy as a deoendence on 
the crown, to be wrefied out of his haijl^, 
dinary change in jhe councils of iWfl/Vij/USuddenly he coiit^ 
protiiifed matters with bis (bn, and both 4^reed to drive tlie 
JAanes out of Schomn, which they foun^ no difiiculc tafk**in 
VaMcmar^ abfcnce. In the treaty be^een the father and 
Ton, Magnus not only revoked the promife he gavtN^o 


^^demar of refpeSling the reftitutioii of Schone^ b^t^' 

^‘likewife renounced his alliance and the contradi of mairiage 
made between^the princefs Margaret and the king of Nor- 
way, Nay, they farther agreed to marry the Norivcgian nn#- 
narch to the prineefs Elixabeth^ filler to the dbices of Hoijiein, 
It was added, that if king Magnus fliould violate tiie couydi 
tions of this trtuty, his fubjcAsdhouid be abfolvcd ifoin their 
allegiance. However, the death of Eric^ which intervened, 
wi ought a total alteration in thefe mcafures. 

In the mean ti.ne a variety of crofs circumllances concur^ 
red to prevent Aj/(7r;/2rtr*s return io Sthonen. The afTaflina- 
tion of the three deputies made a great noife ; the fui'picion 
lay upon him : it rendered his charadter defpicablc, and he 
found it abfolui^jy necdlary to vindicate his innocence, ani 
bring the whole affair to light. His enemies were already 
numerous among hfe own (ubjedfs, and this greatly aug- 
Valdeinar n.eVhcd ihe number of dii'uftcdted in Jutland, His firft flep 


futrgfs 
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w'as to afEtm publicly, on oath, ^before Canute^ fon to one 


< ✓ of the murdered deputies, that the crime was committed with- 

his criers, coi'.fent, and ki^wledg^ /-He next vow^ ^ 
uccujauon all polTible endc5’^ours-tv*difcov4i^. the crimi/wls, and' 

muf them with all the rigour that neared majefty, as 

well as the heinoufnefs of the offence, rcqtircd or would al- 
low. Duke Chti/kpher likewife engaged to regard Canute^ 
as his brother, and every poflible means was ufed to oblite- 
rate his refentment, and remove all rufpicion from the king. 
Gained over by thefe affurances, Canute promiled, on his 
parr, to ufe all his endeavours to bring the nobility and 
people of Jutland to a right fenfe of their duty and obedience 
to Che king. . « 

VALDEMAR found it more difficult tc^perfuade the father 
ofUffon Stjgotj another of the airalTinated deputies, of bis 
innocence. This nobleman had other caufes of dili:ontet;t, 
and ufed this pretext to purfue the dictates of his refentmedt, 
and fpirit up the Jutlanders to revolt. Finding him mexoVr 
able, the king took different mcafures. He confifeated M \ 
aiate in and I’.nDcxed it to the crown, rcdu^^% ^ 

StighS 
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the neceflity o| living upon the fmall fortune he • 
defied in Jutland. . 

^Thus begun 4he troubles in Jutland^ which diverted 

from purfuing thft conqueft of Sch$nen. Under pre- 
' .Jlke o^ public feS^wsV’^he Jutlanders covcj^ed fecrct con- 
fvrences they jiield wnh fevetal neighbouring princes, whom 
they etigaged^to fupport^hem-: among thefe were the piinceiT 
of Holjletn and the dukepf Mecklenburg. The latter equip, 
ped ;f«fqudldron, embarked fome land forces, and failed for 
^ Tiania^n which he made a defeent. His fuccefs was equal 
to* tile terror which fo fudden an invafion occafioned ; for af- 
^tcr taking a number of towns, and ruining almoft all the 
vilThge^he accompanied by a variety of prifoners 

of dimffAionfw%}m he kept as hoftages to fccure the fub- 
imdion of the inhabitants. 

Nor wdk Jutland in moroi tranquility. The king and 
many of the inhabitants were difpofed to pacific meafures ; 
but a number of courtiers reprefented to his majelfy, that it 
wopld redound more to his glory if he reduced the malcon- 
tents by force of arms : belides, this was the lead punifh* 
ment the nature of their offence merited. • On the other 
hand, there were not wanting a nun»ber of feditious perfons 
in ^utland^ who reprefented to the people their deplorable 
fituation, exaggerated every falfe meafure of the court, and 
encouraged them to hazard all rather than furrender their 
liberties. ^ 

In this manner it was that both fides wese determined to 
decide their differences by thd fword. Valdemar detached be- 
for;^ him a. body of^trgojps, who without waiting for a rein- 
forcement t^gan the ii^ of hut^ic was not long 

before they fufferad *^^^reward of their temerity. The bc- 
ffeged made fo bnfk a faily, that after great flaug^hter they 
put the whole body of Danes to flight : however, as they 
were foon joined by a frefli fupply ot troops from the king, 
they found themfelves in a condition to attempt feveral other 
fortrefles, fome of which they carried fword in hand. 

This wsis the iflbe of the Jutland expedition, the ill 
fuccefs of which it pleafed Providence to augment by 
other umvepeded misfortunes. Peter JemJkeg^ made prifoner 
by the inhabitants of fUifinar, had indeed recovered his liberty, 
to thereat Joy of Valdemar \ a circumftance which the king 
valuc/above the conqueft of the whole pmvince. He was 
trul^an experienced officer and faithful fubjef^, and bis 
maj^y much wanted the good offices of fuch a fervant, as 
n^^^volts every d^ appeared in different quarters of his do- 
; but Calff Erlandg governor of had furrendered 
3 ' . 
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( that city to the princes of Hal/leiitf i^::eivingfiroin tbeii^ the^ 
^ price of his fidelity, the inveftiture of two ^vernments;^ 
Moreover, the inhabitants no foon^r perceived the kii^’O- 
troops embarked for Zealand^ thanjjicy drove his garriCt^^ 
out of the towns he pofleircd. To fubjoined ADOtlft^ 

misfortune ; his fleet was overtaken in/* ftor^n,^ in which one 
bf the (hips with her whole crew peri/ned. 

VALDEMAR^ on his return to Zealand^ fays Pontams^ 
created his fon Chrijiophery duke of Laalatk ^ : he^^e jt ap- 
pears that the king made this expedition in perfon, nob.^ 

hiftorian directly affirms it* The young prince, on taking 
pofleffion of his new dignity, conferred feveral privileges on - 
the clergy, the better to gain their affedtions, the ftroir^clt 
tyc by which he could bind the inclinatii^I^r*^ thw ^oplc. 

« . , After this he accompanied his father, who palled with a^oow 
erful army to Schonen^ with a rffolution to cifcdl th: finaf con- 
Sdionen province : a meafurc that muft appear extraor- 

dinary, if we refledl on the fituation in which he left Jut- 
land, Helfmhurg was clolely bcficgcd, and the attack pulhed 
with fuch vigour, that Magnus^ who came to its relief, de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, embraced that opportunity of reconciling 
himfclf to Valdmar, He offered not only to put him in pof- 
feflion of Heljjinhurg^ but to reflore the reft of the provin^e^ 
on condition that ihc ancient treaty (hould be renewed ; that 
the tw'o crowns (hojld mutually alfiil each other upon all occa- 
•fions ; and that the contraft between the princefs Margant 
and the king of <}NQriuay fliould again be figncd. His propo- 
fals were accepted ; and both ^parties having confirmed- the 
agreement by oath, raldernar made hisjjjjblic entry into licl- 
Jinburg^ and rec^iu^d^^,.’.* the inhau cants. He 

next proceeded to reduce all the towns • ^ c^ftles in pofleflioii 
of the nobility of the province, who reiufed to acknowledge 
his fovereignty ; and at length fuccccded by threats, promifes, 
and force. 

This expedition was followed by a peace. The duke of 
Mecklenburg, and cities of Pomerania, made peace feparately 
with Valdemar, to which all who had any differences with 
the king, were invited to accede. Erland Calff accepted the 
invitation, made his peace with the king, and bro\ight over 
with him not only the town of Ripen, kut the two prefecSlures 
given him by the princes of Hcljhin ; upon which th^^ king 
pleafantly obfervexi, that the furnamc Calff (hould ntf-v be 
given to the prince of Ihffiein, lor fuflering himfclf ^ be 
thus outwitted. He likcwife told the perfon who firff brdiighc 
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Mxn me news, Ajr, ny coff was ftrayed, but my couf is rc- 
^ turned, and that cow^has produced two calves a joke, 

'^at h wholly toft in jte tranfiation, and indeed but very 
^^ifferent in the originA. 

^Vr v9as fpecified il? AVTOfig’s writs that jhis diet was a 
meef at Neobtttg : hovv it cjAie to be tranllatcd to CalUnhurg^ ^ 
we know not; but herc*thc\ng met the dukes of Laaland* ^ 
Siejwtcky yd the deputies of Holftein. It was unanimoufly 
deternain'^^, that the laws and conftitutuons of the realm, as 
modcl^^u by Valdemar IL Ihould be reftored to their former 
vrgour. I'hat the duke of Ciefudek^ his children, heirs, and 
{hould enjoy the fame rights and privileges as their 
arK^^rs. the rights of the clergy (hould be put on the 

^ antienhoSfiSg, ^nd preferved in their full extent. That the 
bifhops iliould be obliged to fubferibe to thefe articles, 
in order to be entitled to the. benefit of the laws. That 
all the fubjedls of Denmark^ protedled by her laws, (hould 
fubferibe to fupport them. That the knights, gentlemen, 
bujghcrs, and peafants, (hould be maintained in all their privi- 
leges. That the diet of the (fates, which, according to law, 
ought to be held at Neoburgy (hould, for thenhree following 
years, be held at Callenburg \ after which time it (hould be 
IriJnflatcd to Neoburg. Laftly, that whoever (hq^ild prefumc to 
a£l otherwife than he is direded by the laws, (hould be punifli- 
cd with their utmoft rigour, and fuSer all* the penalties ex- 
prefled in them. * 

It was foon after this dijt, that his majefty was pleafed 
tb exempt the citizens of Lunden and Malmogeriy from all du- 
ties and impofts in all .fhc port* of Denmark. After this he 
endeavourdr, with gain the intirc 

pofleflion of Schonen iiu Bleking. He had reftored to him the 
original contrad with the carl oiJVagriay and the ad whereby 
the inhabitants put themfelves under the Swedipi govern- 
ment *. 

On the other hand the Swedes, murmured at their king’s 
proceedings, and the facility with which he furrendcred fofine 
a province. In derifion they gave him the Airname o^Smeeky 
becaufe he laid himfelf fo open to the fmooth adulation 
of Valdemavy who knew how to make his advantage of this 
difpofition. It muft ic owned, that inftances of fuch mode- 
ratiofl^are uncommon. Princes arc generally moft tenacious 
of n^effions they have unjuftly ulurped, iftid few there are 
but would chufe rather to extend their dominions than their 
rewaiion, as all their virtues are weighed in the fcale of 
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power. Jifagniis did no more thanulrid juftice requkcd ; afl? 
^ were the Swedijh hiflorians impauial, they Would have ell^ 
' claimed with lefs violence againi^ the cafy temper of tb^ 

king. When firfl; he promifed re^tution of Schonen^ 
to engage the alliance of his Ton ; and vffien 

he performetT his promife, it only furrendering volunta- 
* rily what he found he could r^A maintain by arms.. Thus, 
on whatever fide we view the tranfadion^ the reftitution of 
Schonen feemed to be neceflary, and it certainfy^ w^ equi- 
table. o, ' 

A. D. Notv/ithstandino the harmony between and 

1*361! Magnus^ it was not long before the two kingdoms came tOjC 
Rupture rupture. Irfagnus had refolved to punrfli his fubje£l$ fon^rai- 
htrween fing his fon Eric to the throne ; and likewMb^ lU out of 
Denmark their power again to divide the fovereign authority. f]o.r 
««^Swe- purpofe be ftudied to render^ himfelt abfolute, by abolilbing 
den. the fenatc. His fubjcvSs, jealous of their liberties, watched 
all his motions, and prepared to fap his projefis ; particularly 
the inhabitants of the iflands of Gothland and Oeland^ who, 
puiFed up with riches, defpifed the empty title of king. In 
' this perplexity .Mogniit engaged his ally, the king pf Denmark^ 

to take arms to ebaflife hi$ infolent fubjeds. This was the 
real caufe of the rupture, which imde Sweden^ for a numb^of 
jears, the theatre of blood, tumult, and all the horrors of a 
dorneftic and foreign war ; though fome writers fcruple not to 
^^affirm, it had its birth from delaying the marriage between 
ibc princefs Mf^rgarct and the king of Norway. 

VALDEMAR begun his opC/ations by ravaging the i(lc of 
Oeland^ where he cut in piece^s fifteen hundred of the inhabi- 
tants who oppt^i^hj;; ^ dcvcent on the 

iiland of GothliM^ and cngdgbd the in three different 

Rattles, which cod them the lives t>f near two tboufand 
mep. Thefc advantages having rendered him mader of the 
open country, he approached the fortified towns, and particu- 
larly capital of the iiland, with intention to inved it; 
hut the inhabitants, intimidated by the prefcnce of an army, 
flufhed with repeated vidlory, opened their gates, and offered 
honourable propofals. Voldemar giving no ear to them, or- 
Wifbv a part of the walls to be demolilhed, made his^army en- 

plundered. breach, pillaged the immenfeevealth of the city, and 

embarked with the richeft booty, that had for many yesl^s been 
brought into Dectnari. One of his (flips, laden wxthagold 
and filver veflcls, and all the rich ornaments of the cathtf ral^, 
was (hipwrecked on the iiland of Carlfen. Ponianus relates, 
that before Voldemar's departure» from IViJby^ he entered lotp 
i MP alliaiicjvvhh thc^ ii^ labitaots, whom he confirmed^jc ^ 
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tprivllegcs ; hit tjjfis probably relate? to another voyage 
which he imdc thithcrS Among other immuniiiea he grant- 
ed them the fame freedom of trade in his ports as the fub- 
je^s of Denmark^ fufFf4ing them like wife to coin money» a 
‘‘jiivil^^ge wliich had h^'^yi.djpiod them by their natural fove- 






rci'ms. 


j ^ r 


\ 


As feme bf the mcrcha?>ts of thofe maritime towns, which hanrt 
now began to take the appeP^ation of hanfty had been treated tor^uns dt^ 
with the 'ame rigour as the citizens of Jyijb)\ they determined dart nugf 
to fetl^ 5ieir revenge. Their firft ftep was to feize upon all on Valdei* 
•he I^mjh (hips in their ports, and to confifeate the cffcdls of mar. 
the ^Danijh merchants ; after which they declared open war 
Voon the kings. Such was their policy, that they drew into 
the!* king of Norway^ the dukes of Mecklenburg 

and liUJfetn^ with feveral other princes, to whom they gave 
tllS^omiqand of their fquadrons. I'he regency of Luhcc 
armed a fquadron at its own ekpence, of which IVitUn^ 
burg their conful was appointed admiral. 

Matters being thus difpofed, the allies put to fea, at- 
tacked Haffnldy took the citadel, and plundered the city. 

Thence they ftecreJ for Helfmburg^ which they befieged with 
' great vigour s but while the land-forces w?re employed in 
canning on their approaches, Vahlemar attacked the fquadron 
^oi lAthecy took fix (hips, burnt feveral others, -and forced the 
enemy to raife the fiegc, Crantzius allcdges, that the Damjh 
fleet was commanded by ChriJiQphery who* received a wound 
in the engagement, while the king his father put himfclf at * 
the head of a numerous land,-iarmy (A). TAe regency of Z//- 
were (b incenfed at this defeat, that, accufing the admiral 
of neglefl: of duty, thev ordc'^d Jiishcad to be (truck off. 

• HENRY of hi$ troops 

fuftained before UeljiXoiirgy laid ficgc to jyardenburg ; but with 
no better fuccefs ; for the garrifon made fo furious a »fally, that 
he was compelled to break up the fiege, with prodigious lofs. 

This he did on condition that the governor would fet his pri- 
Toners at liberty ; but receiving a reinforcement, he broke the 
capitulation, returned to the fiege, and pulhed it with re- 
doubled vigour. His condudl irritated the governor fo much, 
that he determined on his revenge. Feigning that he wao 
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(A) To the confeqttence of 
this j^und Crantzius aferibes 
the (ipith of Chriftophery which 
liapi^ned according to him 
abojjiit this time : yet no Danifis 
. . ' (0 Mturl /. iv. 


writer takes any notice of hi^ 
wound ; and all affirm, that be 
died two ycifrs aftca at Hajnra^ 
of an ardent fever ( 1 ). 
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^ reduced to the laft'extreitiityy he defi^ duke,lc^]^ 

^ fome officers, into whofe hands he noKht put the keys of the ^ 
town he could no longer defend. Wenry^ falling into the • 
fnare, font feveral of his principal ofl^ers, whom the 
nor committed to prilbn, after «g flifl: delivered the* keys 
to them, to avofd forfeiting his wii'-d. ^ung w>h the fevc- 
rity of this rebuke of his own p.rhdy, Henry broke up the 
fiege a fecond time, aiul retired. 

Peace con* Not long after peace was concluded ; but we neither 
eluded, informed of the circumAances nor conditions. Wriu-s only 
relate, that the king of Denmark^ the duke of AleckUtlkltrg^^ 
and his tiuce fons, Henry ^ Albert^ and Magnui^ had an inter- 
view ; at which the king undertook to pay a thoufand mat"irs 
in hlver, which he had promifed for the portrt^’ii'CK' IJirr.Vugh* 
ter Ingeburga ; to reftore the ifle of Bornholm to the arches 
biOiop of on condition that the prelate would enter 
into no engagements contrary to the iiucrell of the crown, 
and would put the ifland and all its rortrcHes into the hands 
/ of Valdctnar^ or his fiicccllbrs, whenever it ffiould be thought 
convenient for the fccurity of \ ■* 

About the fame time a treaty was concluded between the 
king and the hanfe- towns ; to wit, Lubec^ Stralfundy Griff, 
wald^ and Hamburg, Others fay it was only a truce, wher^i- 
by the prifonci's on each fide were fet at liberty, and the mer- 
chants of either pa/ry allowed mutually to trade for a certain 
,tsvm of years, without molcltation. 
egbekin^of fecr^. that the king of henvay was contracled to 

Norway the princefs Margaret ; yet to oivligc the Swcdi/l) nation, wj’io 
ireakshis infiftcd on his renouncing the alliance wi:h he con- 

engage- fenced to dcmand^y!;^»V-,:aUc¥*V!k V' E/izasafh of HoU 
menfi to jUin, Every cK?umltance feemed fa^^iubW to the conclu- 
theprittcejsfion of this alliance, as both the Sweden and Holjleiners were 
Margaret, equally defirous of it. Already Hornutny the Swedijh ambaf- 
fador, had efpoufed the princels in the name of his mailer* 
She had been publicly declared the wife of Hacquiny and fa- 
^ luted queen of Norway, She was now embarked on the 
’ Trove to pafs over to Sweden \ but heaven difpofed events 
^ orherwife, and prevented the eftcdls of all ihefc laboured in- 
trigues. A violent ftorm drove the Ihip on the coaft^of Den* 
mark: Voldemar received the princefs ^tth all the honours 
due to her rank; but Hill he kept her under a gent) ;con- 
(Iraint, until thc^nuptials of his daughter wiii|^. the 

king of Sweden were celebraited, which happen^ on 
Sufiday after Rogation- dayy in thf year X365<6. tk 
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conMuent on this tranfadion was lOlteN 
> *rupted by the death of (^ifiophtr^ and his mother the queen^ 
1>otl^po(teired of the affcGiona of the people ; and the former 
«i^/rinc<^of great and promiiip^ expectation. 

Toward^ the end of ti^s year a treaty wa« concluded be- 
tween Denrnmk and the^ciii'is of Fandaiia^ the particulars o( 
which arc not very material teethe defign of our hillory. Fo- 
reign authors likewife take notice of a journey to GVjr;ir which 
P^aidemar^^^trioTmt^ this year, though wc are not told what 
wgr^hje motives. Here, it faid, he was met by Lufi^^ian 
, king m CypYi^Sy who came to folicit his aid againff tiie 

It \u remarkable that no Danijh hiilorian takes any no- 
tice vf this chrumflance, though they all relate an interview 
had 'the following year with the emperor Charles IV. at 
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Earl yShn of Wagrla dying^his year, Valdemar concluded 
a treaty with his (on AddiJmSy to-whom hcceded thc ifland 
Femerm^ on the fame conditions his father had held it. A few ' 
claij/es however were added, prohibiting AdAphns from inter- 
fering (h the difpute between Denmark^ Iloljhin^ Sweden^ « 

and Norway^ about the marriage of the prirfeefs Margaret* 

It was likewife fubjoined, that the king fhould aCi in quality 
of (tmpire, (hould any differences arife betwecPalhe dukes of 
Saxony^ Mecklenburg^ Stetiny and bifhop Canute^ whO| in their 
turn, (hould decide any future difputes between the king and 
the earl. 

This treaty was fucceeded J?y a renewal of the truce with Refolution 
the kities of Fandalia ; for thefe cities being in league with of the 
* the hanfe-tov^s of Grrxnopvy. c<^mplaing^d,^like them, of iYie hanfi’eities 
viblcnce committed on uS^tJby* They to declare 

alfo fent deputies tb tliV general allembly held by thefe towns on 
Sit Cologne^ to provide for the fecurity of their commerce. 

The final determination of this aflembly, at which the depu- 
ties of above eighty cities attended, was to declare war upon 
Denmark. At firft Faldcmar defpifed fucb enemies, imagin- 
ing he had nothing to fear from the confederacy of fo many 
cities removed at fo great a diftance from each other, and 
fwayed by particular and contrary interefts; yet the event pre« 
vented hjrtemaining long in his error, and proved to what a 
height od i^wer indudr^ and commerce are capable of raifing 
the ixiw infignificant corporations. The formidable fleet 
they efuipped at Campers^ and the ftrong fquSSdron Acted out 
at thefame time by the Vandal cities, evinced him of the dan* 
ger tlwt impended, opened his eyes to their flrengtb, and in- 
duced him to apply to the duke of Stetin to negotiate a peace, 
and make the firft overtures. * I 
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BciRNIA'ts endeavours were ito^ fruttleis*/ ^e 
matters with f’uch addrefs, that a twee was concluded with* 
the cities of Lubec^ Rojiock^ IVifmbry Siralfund^ Gripjzvalttf 
Colberg^ Stetin, Anclam^ and beginning with the Feoff 
St. John this year, and coniinui^for thefpace ^f three jears ; 
during which time the merchayics qn each (hould trade 
freely ; purfue the herring ' nd other fiflieries ; cultivate 
every branch of commerce as ufual on the high feas, and in 
each other’s ports ; mutually fend judges to Schoh^^^ to de- 
cide all differences which (hould happen to arife bet^cu^ ^he 
fubje£fs of each, excepting capital crimes. It was Incewife 
fiipulated, ^hac the prifoners on both Tides (hould be ie{ at 
liberty; and that if any of the cities included jjljly,v-tucc, 
fhould in the mean time take part with the enemies of Den*'^ 
mark^ the reft (hould fend the iHpulattd fuccours to thcL.Tig; 
otherwife the truce (hould be void, and this contradl of no cf- 
fedt. A number of princes were named as guaranties of this 
truce, all of whom foicmnly fcaled it, fwcaring to the obfer- 
vance of the feveral articles. 


DuRir^G this negotiation it was that Valdemar went to 
Prague^ whither the emperor invited him, to honour by his 
prcfcMicc his nuptials with Eltzcsbethy daughter to the duke of 
Pomerania While he refided at this court, the irruption 
of the Bavarians into Nuremberg and iS//V/r7, furni(hed him 
with an opportunity of performing fignal fcrvices to the cm- 
piic; in acknowledgment of which CW/ifj ordered the fum 
of fixteen chouland (ilver markup to be paid to the king of 
marJcf and the ufual tribute levied on the city of Lubec.^ fo be 
mortgaged to huj^ ^ f^oyedete paymcRj^^of the abov<» 
fum. 'rhisy^.s’koeeu, wa's Eo hi( 5 re'«»|>an a confirmation of a 
deed made by Eric of Saxony fourteen’ yean before, when he 
received the inveftiturc of Brandenburg from his brother. 

A. D. VALDRMAK^ firft bufinefs, on returning from Germany^ 
1 365. was to ratify the truce concluded with the Vandal cities by the 
mediation of the duke of Stetin. But as the truce finally de- 
termined nothing, and the parties were at liberty to recom- 
mence hoftilities at the end of three years, it was refolved to 
convert it into a folid and durable peace, which was done 
without lofs of time. 

Magnus VALDEMAFs abfcncc proved fatal XCiAfagnu5\ ^for while 
^Sweden was amufin^ himfelf at the emperor's court, Swedijb 
depo/ed, monarch^ loft his crown; the people having elededi in Kis 
room Alberty fecond fon to the duke of Mecklenburg^ aJid ne- 
phew to Mojgnuty in prejudice of the rights of lioc^ in of 
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of Denmark; 

tm elder brother of Albert. Magnuu 
hqwevor* was dill ackdiwiedged king in a part of his doml- 
^nions : fev^ral lords of (he hrd quality followed his fortune^ 

^gd ne^refolved to make vigorous efforts for the recovery of his 
throne. WUih this view '(n folicited fuccoui^ from Foldenutr^ ^^aldfmaf 
and^his fon Moequin king ^ / Nonvfty^ The former font hiqi ajfifls 
a body of auxiliaries, and tl.^ latter marched at the head of Magnas« 
an army tf) his father’s afiidince. Ahgnus took the field, 
gave bardic, was defeated, and conduced prifbner to Stak- 
he was confined for the fpade of fcveti years, and 
at length delivered by his fon Hacquin. 

ALBERT^ dreading led l^aldemar {\\ou\d engage as a prrn- 
cipi‘^in this quarrel, and join his forces to Hacquin*^ to procure 
the ciiu* kingS liberty, fet every engine at work to cffc£f a peace 
i^wen the two crowns, lie prjopofed, with the confent of Valdcmar 
the renate,*to yield in perpetuity to yaltkmar the ifland of 
Gothland^ with liie city of I'eratidia^ ITtndowt^ ^/<7r- 
c/Vy, the fortrefs of Elhurg^ a moiety of with the 

terj;itory of Hetfmhurg^ excepting only La.Lkhus, This cef 
fion was nude on condition that l'auh::ar would \c:i\t Aibcr t a^artcoUt* 
in the quiet pofleflion of the crow'o, and renounce prcten» pgf,ce» 
lions to the dutchy of Mecklenburg^ the county of Schwerin^ A. D, 
lift! the lordfhip oi Ro/iock^ which wrre to renjpin whole and 1366* 
intire, unalienably in the family of Mecklenburg. By the fame 
treaty king Albert^ the duke his father, ami his brothers, con- 
fented that the fonrefs oilVardberg (hould infeparably be an- 
nexed to the crown of Denmark^ and the pr^ince of Halland^ 
promifing never to give the uetnei any difturbance on that ac- 
count. Tl^ befidcs obliged Ihemfclycs not to fet Magma at 
liberty, until he had r3‘lri(tdr%>VAU iii^y contradted ; 

nor to make peac6 wl^i Hacquin until he acceded to the grants 
fpecified in the above treaty, and gave fecurity tor performing 
his agreement. Albert moreover bound himfelf, toth in bis 
own and in the fenate and people of Sweden^s name, to remain 
in perpetual amity with Ealdemar and his heirs, fubmitting all 
differences, which in courfe of time might arife, to the arbi* 
tration of a certain number of the nobility of both kingdoms. 

Thus we fee yaldemar, like a true politician, profiting by the 
misfory^ of a neighbouring king, the injuries done to his 
fon-io Jaw, and the Violences committed againft faith, the 
laws ^ nature and of nations^ For the addition of fome tn^ 
confperable territories to hb dominions,^ ift falfified hb m* 
ents to Magnut^ reiinquilfaed the rights of hb lbn-in« 
^^contraded a Arid friendfliip with an ufurper, and coun- 
teiunced a whole nation in the horrid crime of rebellion : but 
whar will not andntion, and the iuft df lower, eifedt I 
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In confequcnce of this treaty, JfAtnari pafled the follow^ 
ing year in profound tranquillity. <6fetther the people tnsit 
neighbouring ftates murmured, and Valdemar rcftgne4/ his* 
whole attention to the regulation of domcftic affair^. 
this calm was d( no long duratim. In the yc'r i668«. the 
nobility of Jutland revolted, au^ fcduced a gre it part of the 
f intcrefl. This w/fuld, however, have given 

demarh\ix.X\X\\c trouble, had not the princes o{ Holflein^ in 
lianas, manner, taken up arms in behalf of ihg rebels. 

Their example was followed by the Vandal cities, ano-^g/oj- 
midablc league formed, before Valdemar was fcarcc appriz^ 
of the infurrcction. 1'hey had mutually contradted to aftya 
the duke of Slefwick all manner of affifiance, a pd^jh affinone 
of the powers fhould make peace with Denmark,^ but by thc^ 
joint confent of all. Jn the next place, the princes oWi^^- 
Jiein engaged to the duke of blefLuick to labour w'ith all their 
power to re-cftabli(h the nobility of Jutland in all the privi- 
leges wliich they ever enjoyed, and to maintain in full force 
the laws pafled by Valdemar W, 

/Iformid- INSENSIBLY all ihc enemies of Valdemar acceded to this 
Mi league treaty. The old duke of Mecklenburg^ and his fons Henni 
againji and Alagnusy under pretence of feveral infradtions of the late 
Denmark, treaty, formet! a league oftenfive and defenfive with the pouters 
already named, on the fame conditions wc have mentioned, 
promifing likewii'e to draw Albert king of Sweden into the al- 
liance. In cffcdl, that prince readily embraced their pro- 
pofals ; and it was (lipulated, that the conquefts which might 
be made in courfe of the war, (hould be divided in the man- 
ner following : Kij^q laoflefs all thq conquefts in 

Schonen^ and ix^Mand^ and the ifland of 

Faljlrcy were deftined to the duke of Aiecklenhurg, Jutland^ 
Fioniay and banglaml, were to be divided between the princes 
of Holjleiny with this provifo, that they (hould make no change 
in the laws and cuftoms of the people. I'o fucb excefs had 
thefe princes and cities carried their perfidy, as to renounce 
the oaths they had fo lately taken to preferve perpetual amity 
with Denmark ; and fuch was Valdemar*s reward for that un- 
natural treaty he had formed with Albert* 

For the more certain execution of their projed, ile allies 
concluded a treaty of peace with Hartwick of Rnvt idfebrp^ 
whereby they granted him free leave to trade where^^r he 
thought fif, provided he would obftruA none of the conij|ueft$ 
they meditated. The treaty being figned, each prepai^pd to 
slA his part. The Vandal cities infefted Valdemar^s 6jafts 
with a confideraUe fleet. King Albert entered Schanen with 
an army, and reduce i Faj/ierhoy Scanor^ and fomi od^r 
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aiHfted by X\it Jutland nobi- 
arrifona in North Jutland. 

• the fight of a lea^e fo formidable; Valdemars courage Valdc- 
■tfil^prefence of mind forfook him. Finding himfelf unable to mar'i cou^ 
rcfmj'uch a doud of enemies, he determined^to abandon all» ragtdtjertt 
and make a j^rney to under pretence of a vow he 

taken. He flattered himfelf, that his abfence would abate the he flies the 
fury of his enemies ; and that his fenate, on which he con- hif/gdom. 
ferred ful} powers to iranfa6t a peace on any terms, would find 
mfagsyo accommodate matters. His refolution was weak and 
pufillJ lumous ; but it anfwcred his expe<Stations. Hernsning 
Bs-dejbcyejb^ grand marechal of Demnark^ engaged the Vandal 
cities- !o tend deputies to Stralfund^ to deliberate, in co/ijuiic- 
.]^on w'ith certain Danifi nobteincn, on the means of ending a 
ddtK -active war, to their mutual advantage. A treaty of peace 
was'accortlifi|ily concluded, ontondition that xht Vandal ci- 
ties fhould, for the term of fifteen years, hold the towns of 
Helftnhurg^ AUlmogen,, ^canor,^ and Fal/lerlo; but that the 
fubj^ds of Denmark fliould have free liberty of trade into thefe 
ports during this peri<^d. This treaty the Danijh deputies en- 
gaged to have ratified by the king within the fpace of iix 
months. 

^ VALDEMAR in the mean time refiJed at |hc emperor’s 
court. Here he ftopt in his way to Rome^ and fo pathetically 
reprefented to his imperial majefty the deplorable condition to 
which he was* reduced by the revolt of his fubjeds, and the 
powerful league formed agaiq/l him, that this prince, moved 
with his difirefs, wrote to his uncles the margraves of Mifnia^ 
the duke of St^iny and Adolphus of HoUUm^ to arm all their 
forces in his defence, all poflible 

means In red ucin^^ is *||||7bellious fubjeds. 

Whether ValdemaFs fears had quite blinded^ his under- 
ftandin^ or whether he placed but little confidence in thefe 
fuccours, or, lafily, whether he chofc to unite policy with 
force, certain it is that he purfued his intention of engaging 
the pope’s interefi. For this purpofe he Tent an ambafiy, 
laden with rich prefents, to Gregory XL befeeching him to 
interpofe his authority to quiet the difturbancea in his domi- 
nions. laid afide the thoughts of going in perfon thither, 
and he Cion had reaforAo congratulate himfelf on this refolu- .. 
tion i £pr his ambalTadors found this father of the faithful 
little mipofed to ads of compaflion. In a wftrd, Gregory 
fufed tji intermeddle, under pretence of being able to form in. 

judg^nt from the relation of only one party. He offercd,'J^^^y^/^ * 
however, to give bis opinion as (ben as he ibould be 
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quaintcd with what the king’s and the united potVail^]^ 

^ haJ to advance in their own vindicaticn. v'' 

The ^Jutland nohilit^r were no froncr informed of-rtie*' 
pope's anlwcr, than they dilpatchci) proiHrr perfons to 
the nature of their grievances, an^ the motives fc» their ^on- 
tlnci, both to the emperor and his, holincfs. 4 They com- 
plained to the pope of the heavy taxes which he obitinately 
irnpofed on all his fubjedts, and of the frequent wars which 
his turbulent djrpofition drew upon him with the neighbouring 
{fates. In (liort, the deputies found means to make tli>&pope 
comprehend the full weight of their reafoning, in confeqaence 
of which hewvrotc to Valdemar^ exhorting him to alter bii' 
turbuleccc into tranquillity, and violence into g^mle^jmca- 
furcs, threatening to excommunicate him if he did not imme-^ 
diutcly obey, 'f'hc king was naturally pafl^nate, and«<oo 
lively to contain his temper wKhin the bounds of moderation. 
Without a moment’s refleefion he fat down, and anfweicd the 
pope’s letter in the following terms : 

Valde- * VALDEMAR^ king, fffe. to the pope of Remts fends health. 

fpi- * Our litc we owe to God, our kingdom to our fubjetts ; our 
fittd an- ‘ wealth wc inherit from our parents, and our faith from your 
ftwer tQthc * anceftois, which wc return to you by thefe picfcnts, (houtd 
pope. f you think tie obligation too confidcrable.’ * ' 

An anfwcr that is related of ViddemarY, and more fuitable 
to the greatnefs of his foul (A). Imperious and difrCfpcdtful 
as it was, it did not furprife his holincis. He knew that Valde- 
mar had received his education the court of the emperor 
LezviSi who was eternally involved in difputes with the Holy 
See. He was wclj^..a^»^jaytcdwitl^the haughivncfs and im- . 
petuofity of A^’^lufTg's : •U was therefore judged 

not advileable to employ his fpiritual th^mder againfl a prince, 
who refpedted his authority To little, that its terror, founded 
in fuperftitious reverence, would be loft. Yet was Voldemar 
bigotted in a high degree : we have fecn him make unfeafon- 
able pilgrimages and expeditions from motives of religion ; 
but his piety was by fits, and, like all his other pafCons, vio- 
lent. Lately he had been immerfed in a Tea of politics and 
Intrigue, which afforded no leifure for devotion ; and his rc- 
{Jied for the head of the church vaniihed with hisYl^gion. 


(A) Saxo Grnmm/iftcus relates 
the fame 'ftory of Vahkmar I. 
and it is probably true of him 
ceily ; for how thould the hiilo- 
j ian come to the knowledge of 
what happened in V^di^aar the 


third’s reign, centuries yter his 
death ? Pontanus mentioils it 
both reigns, without taking no- 
tice of the repetition ; he 
is copied by Mearjius and other 
writers. 
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kx peace which the teand marefchal concluded with the 
/cities, was a decide blow to the league. It was no 
■•fwreeived that the/ detached themi'clves from the alii* 
^ than the rclt of the parties diftruOing each other, and 
peRlhps^nti^datcd by the emperor’s menaces^ left Dtnmark 
in tranquillit^ and Faldemnf leave to return. Immediately 
he conHrmed the treaty fit Siralfund^ and procured an inftru- 
ment from |he hanfe-towns, whereby they promised rcUiiution 
of thcoplaccs put into their hands for the term of fifteen years. 
Thus »ijcd this formidable war, which had Faldenunr 

from* mis own dominion:., and marked his chara<£ter with an 


m 


indelible (Iain. ^ 

SoMt writers take notice of a hmly of auxiliaries he lent 
Hacqutnii^^ attempt the recovery of his father’s liberty, and of 
of war which he carried on in Friffcland \ but the par- 
ticulars we itnd nowhere related. What we know for certain 
is, that terrified with the remembrance of the late 

combination, rtudied to pais the remainder of his days in 
tranquillity. He dreaded lofiiig a crown in his old age, which 
he ^ad acquired and maintained with (bmuch toil ai^ labour. 

Some years before, he had built a beautiful coimtry^fcat in the 
ncighbourhooil of Heijinbufg^ called Gurren ; here it was that A. D. 
hi breathed his Uft, adcr a tedious illncfs, in ijje thirty -fifth i37>^ 
yearot hisieign. From the time of his return from the cm- Valde- 
jx-ior’s cou’t, he was conftantly afflidlcd wtth the pout ; re- mar*/ 
couric was had to a variety medicines, without eifeA. lixdKith 
Jalt an empiric f»ftcred his infallible fpecific, fhe dofe was ad- 
miniilcred, the king left to his repofe, and found dead in his 
hed a few hoij;^ after (B). Thus ended the life of Valdmar^ 
a prince greaily celcbra4vw-4/’vt\^c *'><Jprians, as the 
rtUorcr of their nfon«g:hy, which had fo long been divided 
among a number of poVty ufurpers and tyrants. He attempted 
the re union of his dominions, and purfued it with a perieve* 
ranee that infured fuccefs ; but more by the juflice of his 
fehemes, by his vigilance and conftancy, than by force of 
arms. In this alone indeed was he confiftent, all the reft of 
bis condutil betrayed an unftcady, flighty, and warm imagi- 
nation, ftrong paflions, and violent prejudices, which ab- 
forbed ray of judgment and underflanding. He was at 
the fainl time a flran^^€ medley of impiety and religious en- 
thuliam, of incontinence with refpect to women, and tern* 
peran<^ in what regarded his palate ; in it word) his vices 


It is remarkable that the f urpcdely confounded the ao» 
vriyTamc circurnftancc is related tions of ihcfe two princes, 
of Val^^mar I. as if hillorians 
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were extraordinary ; they proceedc^from capriee bi§1r{la|^^ 
were noble, and the genuine offspm^ of his mind. 
rited anfwer to Gngory drew upon him the malice of 
tersof his days ; in ours it will be deemed noble, firm^ 
blc, and the ftriking circumftance in his c^irader 
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Olaus V, VALDEM/fR left no male ifluc. Two fons, and, the fame 
number of daughters died before him. Ingeburga^ t\i^ldeft 
furviving daughter, married the duke of MeckUnbur^\iii, 
Margaret^ tlje younger, was queen -dowager of Norway^ the 
king her hufband having refigned hb laft breath the year be- 
fore. The diet met for the elcftion of a fucccfijff^ahd were^ 
perplexed in their choice. One patty declared for OlauUw^ 
of Norway^ and grandfon tOxValdemar. He waS the fon of 
the younger daughter, and confequently his right very doubt- 
ful ; but being already in poffeffion of Norway^ and having 
claims on the crown of Sweden^ as the younger fon of Mag- 
nus^ the ftates were in hopes of one day feeing the two crowns 
united on the fame head. Another party urged, on the con- 
trary, that it was (hamcful for Denmark to receive a king from 
The rea^ Norway : that it was abfurd to unite two kingdoms, opf»o‘- 
firn *ivbicb fitc in many of their laws and cuftoms, the one being eledtive, 
/luayeJibe and the other hereditary. There were nobles in the kingdom 
diet i*/ that Yfoxihy o( the thronc ; and the exertion of the privilege to 
tU&hn. cle£t out of their own number, was a duty incumbent on 
the ftates. A third fa<^ion fixedT their eyes on Albert of Meck» 
Uaburgy fon of Ingeburga^ the eWeft daughtcr^^of Faldemar^ 
His right wasu ^^V elTcdy^ i c i^ i r was a point liot very ma- 
terial in the Vanijh form of governmeft,, though it was al- 
ways regarded as a collateral inducenr'iu in the choice of a 
king. Difputes run high, and the diet broke up without com- 
ing to any determination. One remarkable a6t however paf- 
fed ; it was the reftitution of certain lands to the widow of 
Peter^fVidt from whom it was faid Valdemar had unjuftly ex- 
torted them. The reafon given for this decree was, that VaU 
demar*s foul might not be tormented in the next world for an 
ai5b of injuftice andoppreflton committed in this. 4^^ 

Thb diet broke up without accompKftiing the intention of 
their meeting ; it was not long, however, before thatWpor- 
tant affair was ddermined. I'he bifhops, nobility, ancTcom- 
mons of Jutlandy led the way ; they refolved to place Oiam 
M the throne \ and, as if all the reft of the kingdom^ad 
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the fighai froml^nit fa^on was dropi, and the dif* 

)irbt iflands« provincip^and diftrids of Denmari^ unanU 
■'Jwbsin approving their choice. The terms in which the in* 
muJumtants of Sch^nen couched their aflent, may be feen in Pen* 
”^XhlK{»^and ^ill ferve as a fpecinicn of the fjprm ufed on this 
oedhnoo ^ ^Tbis ele^^ion Vas eficemed the work of queen 
/nd the fiitt ftroke of her mafterly genius for tftc 
caUnety ^d link of that chain of intrigucy which founded 
the teputation of this great princefs. 

QlfAUS was but eleven years of age on his accelfion to 
\hei^hrone ; Margaret iheretbre afiembled the flates to ratify 
publicly what had only received the concurrence of the feve- * 
rai provinces, and to declare her regent during the minority 
of W jon. Here he was again proclaimcdy^ and folcmnly 
Margaret likewife obtaining her end of holding the 
reins oPaethority until he arrwed at age. Before this airembly 
broke up, the king fworc to obferve thelaws of Valdemar II. 
in their full force, and made feveral additions to them, * 
whereby the liberties of the people in general, and particularly 
dl‘ the clergy, were enlarged. 

Immediately after the ceremony of the coronation was 
performed, Bugijlam duke of Stetin and Pomerania^ and the 
•prince oi Rugen^ did homage to the young kigg. The latter 
acknowledged that he held his dominions as a fief of the 
crown of Denmark^ and folcmnly cngaecfl to ferve the king, 
whenever he was called upon againfl all his enemies. 

Scarce was Glaus firmly feated on theehrone, before Al- 
’ hert the old duke of Mecklenburg made great preparations Swedes 
Denmark^ to vindicate the right of his grandfon to"'*'”, 
the crown. His ‘ook u. j^kewife in behalf . 

of his nephews aivd a terrible ftorm threatened Olaus 
every fide. Provijtnce however interpoled ; > the Swedi/h^^^ 
fleet was difperfed and (battered in a hard gale ; the king*^ aftJm. 
was difeouraged from purfuing his defigns, and Albert finding 
himfelf alone too weak to combat with the whole force of 


Denmark^ liflened to terms of accommodation. A treaty was 
concluded, in which due regard was (hewn to the rights of 
both princes, and the people of Denmark confirmed in the 
full jwilege of eleAion. Thus Olaus was continued king, 
in C(|irequence of ehe people’s choice, without injuring Al^ 
birthright. 

'tnis year the Vandal cities demanded* a renewal of the 
treaty concluded with Valdemar \ their example was followed 
by all the hanfe^ towns ; and the queen regent granted their 
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( requeft» not chufing to engage if^iiputes uotb a 
merchants fe formidable for their wealth and alliances^ 

Next year was tilhercd in by the convocation of a _ 
diet, at which the Icing and queen-te^ent renewed their os^|| 



to maintain the laws, and preferve the privileges cacb^ . 
ticular order of*the people. TA this oath the /obiluy 
crtlcd, fwearing to hold as enemies rrf their counuy wh<J!ie^ 
fbould violate it. All thefe proteflarions were tais^n 
hilltops, who profited by the favourable conjuncture for 
menting their own privileges and influence. The archu^p 
ibe tUrgy. of Liifii/en was not forgetful of his particular inrereft 

good of the church. He procured a grant of the Ibnfth 
part of the revenues of Lnnden^ imd^T pretence that dnn of 
his anccdors |)ad enjoyed it. popes were tfiq. firft in 

fiimulatiiig the bifiiops not to labour in the vinc}sLrdmof' 
Ciyr 'tJ}^ but to preferve as the apple ot the eye all^Hhofe ad- 
vantages which rhe ditiuibed condition of the kingdom* threw 
^ in their way. Their votes were numerous, their infhiesce 
extenfive; they were therefore advifed to fell both to the 
higlieil: bidder, and put their own price on their hwotif. 

' Thus corruption cflowed from the fountain of rdigioit; and 
thofe who oijght to reform the manners of the people, la) the 
way to venality, the fource of every difordcr and vice 
nation. The clergy were exhorted to bring within the pile 
of the church all the fuhjeilfs of Denmark^ and rather 10 re- 
fign them over to Satan, than yield the lead tittle of their 
privileges. Such was the fubdance of Gregory the fecond’s let- 
ters (othe archbidiop and fuch indeed the pinpoit 

of all the bulls of the holy fee. It was nor but Ihot 

fuch conduct in would n i i^ te ditFerenccs betw^ 

* them and the court. In fact it did fo, ftd on the followi^ 

occafion. Q^fccn Margaret held her tourt at LtndlHi^i 
and the chapter of Lunden pofldied fome lands there. TIti 
fubjedts of the chapter complained of fome oppreflions 
fequent on the vicinity of the court, and the archbidiop-tWdl 
chapter took part in their complaints. 7 'he affair bccttiyM| 
ieriouSi but Alargard^ to avoid difputcs which might be 
tended with fatal confequcnccs, ordered a redrels of tl 
grievances^ piiiiiflicd the offenders, and took mcafitiiui 
preventing the fubjed’s of the chapter fr6m fuffering fer 
future any inconvenience from the court (A). 

• 

ji (A) The Dan!fl>^ hiftorians of the year 1378, althoughil^’' 

snake the firft mention of gun- frdd Lrndelurgh (i) fays, thakit 
omnner rmnCittions WiiS known and snaottfaflttr 
r 104. 



rf Dernn^k. 

MXXSARBT wiis <Aecn-rfgent of Denmark and ATtfr- 
foifte writers a!lcdj2;lig that Hacquin her husband died 137^ 
i^aldemari while others relate with the fame confi*Marga- 
Jthat he was greatly inOrumental in raifing his Ton to retV/0iSr|f. 
Mwn df Denmark. }Je that a^jt wil^ had now the 
«c^utlVrity in both k.mgc\>ms, and begun planning the 
of/that great^ (chente (he afterwards cft*e£icd, 6f 
three northern crowns. It was necelVary hift to 
^penmark and Norway^ with the mutual cenfent of 
^_i:gdoms. She fpoke of it to the principal nobiemen, 

" larged on the advantages that would nccefl'arily icfulc 
. tch an unioD) with fo much eloquence and refine* 
iiat they feemed to rclifli the propol*al,*tbough it was 
tj»in execution till five years after, wteii the three 
• -*|&crc united by the celebrated treaty of (kalmar. 
rfLl? Olaus was bufy isi T^agnificent Preparations for A. D, 

' iral obfeqiiics of his fatherS^ the king of * 3 ^** 

embraced that opportunity of making an irruption • 
imen ; a circuniilaiicc which proves that Ilacqu 'tn died 

( n the tera relatccl bv the Danijh hiftorians in generah 
(landing a truce which he figned vvirh the archbifhop 
* 17 , the governor, and principal nobility, he attacked 
tred the rcfidcnce of Thuen Gatten the governor. Yet 
, ^lot poficively affirm whether thefe hofiilitics proceeded 
lly from the Stvecles^ or were the tonfequence of do- 
,fii^ion- Certain we are, that at the expiration of the 
Albert entc^cd the country openly with a powerful ar-, 

>ok by aftault the fortrefs of Laholm^ and retreated on, 
JpTroari^of Margf 4 r^ and the grand*mare(cbal, who d«* 
ltd to give him batek.- . 

' the year Olaus pafled from Norway to Schonen^ A. D. 

led vwth a nuqiftrous retinue of the nobility of both king* 138$* , 

. Here he received the allegiance of all the inhabitants Olaus «r* 
,c province ; a ceremony that was thought nectfiary, ^ 

-erm for which feveral of the cities bad been plcdg^ 

Sandals was now expired. The only tcanfadion of 
^ance in this reign was, however, of a nacure that g^eally 
^igates from the king’s chaia^cr, who was now of agCf 

years before^ at Luiecg bufiible in the North, .artd 
;jre a powder-mill took fire quotes AehilUt Gajfar^ an 
greatly damaged the city, rate hifiorkn, in proof that the 
''ffamts {2) has accurately in- Danes knew tht ufe of powder 
'^ed into the firlt difeovery and cannon as early as the yeas 
I life of thia dreadful com- 13^4. 
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^bf H09ry cf D^oq^ark./ * 1: 

and appears extremely inconfiftent the known prudla||r 
and policy of Margarita Henry diiEe of Slefwick dying 
out iffue, the dutchy reverted in full right to the cro^fmf * 
Denmark. Yet did Olam^ with his mother’s approbatipnj^jgj^ 
the confent of tfee dates, grant the inveftiturc of it ^ 

hardy fon to Henry of Holjhhu tlic inveterate cf'emj»*^f hts 
crown and family. His gcncrofity could ncve^^bc fliewn 
moie unfeafonably, or conferred on a more impro**^ objed; \ 
for by this grant the keys of Jutland were put into the bonds 
of his dnemy, and a road opened into his dominions, to ^ ' 
power he ought the moff cautioufly to exclude. Perhaps he 
wanted to gaip over the H^lftein princes by fuch an a£t of li- 
berality : but furcly the hazatd w^as great, and the means he 
took impolitic^ in iifelf, and injurious to his people. The 
gratitude of pnnees feldom extends beyond the advantdj^s^re- 
Julting from this,,ciTiovipn of .*:he^foul ; with them a*il fhe ge- 
nerous paffions ^re fubjlCtcd to intered and felHfh conil- 
derations. 

At the diet of Neohurgy the two archbifliops of Lunden and 
Dronthehtty and the bilbops of Riperty Alburgy fViburgy and 
Slefwicky granted* a multitude of indulgences to tbofe who 
ihould found monadeties, or any ways endow the church. 
The king ordifined public prayers for the profperity of tb'fc 
kingdom, the prefervation of his own and the queen's health, 
and a ha'ppy iiTue to all their undertakings. Her majefty 
in particular engaged to leave at her death, to the cathedral 
of Lundeny the foUrefs of Thujlrapfhy which fhe had pur- 
chafed of Thuon Gotten ; but on condition that the walls and 
fortifications Ihould be deftroyed, if the king thought proper. 

01au8i//V/. Soon after d/ed, at the of twenty-two years,. 

He was a prince of excellent qualities ofi^e ’'heart, of great 
liberality and devotion ; what his underflk^*ding wa«', we may 
form Tome judgment from the affair of Slrjwick. Age ajid 
experience might however have ripened his intclled; nor 
would it be candid to lily on him the whole blame of a tranC* 
adion in which the queen and the diet were equally con- 
cerned, Olaus died at Faljlerboy A. ]]). j 387 ; his bowels were 
buried in the church of St. Lauremc in Lundeny and his body 
depofited in a private manner in the monaflery of SoorB^ 
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^ MARGARET. 

Margaret With the male line of the three northern crowns 
was extind, and cuftom had not yet authorifed the ele^itm 
of a female. Sweden had chofeii a king from Germanyy and 
the public waited impatiently for the determination of die 

i 
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of Denmark and NlVttwy. MargareU who to the M- »#/«# 
Vk!^ ambition of her fex, •joined a depth of underftanding, a firtmicu 
• mniiiUs and penetration fcldom met with in the fairer parr 
Ki Q£dy » jrreation, omitted nothing that could forward her pre- 
Her competitor was Heniy of Mecilenburgy brother 
to the ‘iiioglof flattered himfclf that by iys 

**;^rronaI q4»tiities, and the advantage of being fon-in-law to 
Vqlfhmar^i^ ihould eafily carry the crown from a woman ; 
h\t ^argaref% genius for intrigue, her well placed liberality^ 

\fon 2 ver the billions and clergy, which in effc£l was gaining 
the greater part of the people. The ele6Vion was not made 
in a general diet, but* in an aflemhly of the provincial flates, 
as had before been done at the eIe£lion of OZ/ws. On this 
c>cca(ion;thc inhabitants of J.utland gave the 'jgnal, by de- 
c\zrmg^'AIargrtret queen of Denmark^ protefljjhg that they 
would acknowledge no othei^foX^ci^. . Al*;fhe other pro* 

Vinces acceded to their choice. A was drawn up , 

at Lunderiy figncd by the archhifhop, FoLjhunk the grand 
in^refchal, a great number of bifhops, and of the principal 
iltbdnt* The ftates of /jcahmd aflembicd at Rmgjiadt^ and 
folemnly declared Margamt fovereign of DcAmark ; thofc of ^ 

^utland^ Pionia^ and other iflands and provinces did the \ 

lathe. 

MARGARET received the crown at the folicication of 
the clergy, who flattered thcmlelvcs that now their reign 
was come, .under the government of a woman, who would 
probably be direclcd in cverj; thing by her council. As they 
J>ad»^ keeping of her confcience, they doubted not but they 
Uliwoulu^d (Importunities of influencing!, and even of ditlating 
’IkSf' mcafurcs. The Icnfible queen law ^h^ir defign, and 


ly flattered flicA^opes, while ihc flood in want 
:fl. y ^ 


of their 


ar 

intcreft. 

But Margaret'^ arfibition was not fatisfied with the crown 
of Denmark alone; flic grafpeJ at Norway ; fent deputies to or way 
folicit the ftates of that kingdom, aifd by her policy fuc- to Dcn- 
ceeded. I'he chief perfons in the government were gained mark, 
over by money ; flic found means to render hf rielf miftrefs 
of the army and garrifons ; fo that had the nation in general 
been'o^rwife difpofed, fhe could not fail of carrying her 
point. fThus from regent flic became queen of Norway^ with 
the fame facility flic had acquired the crown of Denmark. 

The Norwegians^ perceiving that the fuccclFiorf was again 
in danger of being cxtiii£l, entreated their queen to fecare 
it by an advantageous marriage, which might at the fame 
time augment Ikj* power and dominions ; but (he received 
the.pn^jporal coldly. Jealous of her Ib’.Trcign authority, flie 
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could not think of iharing it witw Wfband \ hcivvsevftklK 
fatisfy the earneft defire of her fuiC^, (be confented 
point a fucceflb^ ; but made chcnce of one fo youn^^no* 
allow herfeif full time to fatiate her ambition before h^«^otj|)id" 
be of age to takic any (hare in tl]e government J at th^^|^e 
tjmc (he contrived matters in fuch ajpanner, tut choice^ 
Seemed to proceed more from the ftates than frlUi her bich'«-' 
nation. Having opened the diet,' (he di^mandiK to k:fow 
the n^areft heir of blood to the crown, aid whether ht^ ew- 
vation to the fucceffion would be agreeable to the /(tiitej. 
Being anfwcred, that the children JVratiJlaus Vll. and 
Mary of M^'.klenhur^^ daughter to H^yiry of MeckUnburg and 
Ingjiburga of Denmark^ were the nearefi a-kin, and pertefHy 
agreeable toZhe people, (lie ir lined lately fixed the fuccefiion 
in this familv and named the young Henry from tfibc nme, 
called ErtCy tVi pre^itipq^’e Iftir to the crown * 

Matters adjufted, it was imagined the pub- 

lic tran^)ui!lity might receive fome difturbance from the pre- 
tcnfions of one Hacquitiy who deduced his pedigree from the 
kings of Norway^ and had acquired immenfe wealtli ailU m:- 
fluence in Sweden, The fears of the people were, however^ 
quiered in a (hort time by the prudence of their queen. Sli/ 
had found mirans to prevail on Hacqnin publicly to renounce 
his pretenfions, which he did by an inftrument lodged in the 
hands of the arch*bifliop of Dronthehtiy i’wearing at the fame 
time before the fenate, that hencclorward he claimed no 
right to the thr6nc. 

HENRT of Mecklenburg could not fer Margaret eWated 
to the throne, in prejudice to her clfler fitter In^burga, with- f 
out exprefling^motions of envy. The accettion of the crop^n 
of N'^rway added fuel to his jcaloufy ; ytd the thoughts ar ner 
one day uniting the three northern crowvi, was afrogcfhcr in- 
fupportable. jlbert of Sweden was no le(s emulous of her fuc- 
cefss he formed an alliance with his brother i/r;rry, refolvcd 
on declaring war aguintt Margaret, and aiTumed to himfelf the 
arms of Sweden^ Denmark^ and Norway, He fpoke of Marga* 
fv/inthe mo(t contemptuous and difrefpedlful terms; called 
ber * a king without breeches’ ; pafTcd fome grofs pleafan* 
rries on her regard for the clergy, and particulff* attach- 
ment to a certain abbot of Soora,, who was her fpirkual di- 
redlor. It is indeed true, that her intimacy with this man gave 
room for (hfpicio^ that all her privacies with him were not 
employed about the care of her foul. 

* PoKT. L ix. Meuxs. 1, v« 

I 







made gr^ preparations ; bcfides the * 

l^i^y, be relied upon paJerful fuccours from Hinry and other 
^ rz/Xfo princes in his alliance. Margant was not more 
jtitTin her own defence ; and beiides the troops of Din^ 

^or^i^ay^ and thofe furniihed by the dt^ke of Pomerania^ 
Ibe'walb^re of a confideraiile party in her favour in SweJtn. 

thofe^wblemcn wlio had fuppoitcd the eiedlton of her 
tnband AcquinfAu oppofition to Albirt^ were hei^^renuous 
filndSl The nadjon was like wife Ailed with difafteSfted per- 
had cUrpofed of all places of truft to foreigners; 
tie inlfofcd taxes \mhout confulting the fenate ; he obliged 
the widows and daugNter^ of the Arft nobility fp erpoufe up* 
ftart foieMers, to give we^^t to the latter bufuch connec- 
tions ; in a word, he became^npopulart and Iven odious to 
one* half of his Aibjecib, by pride, infole^e, and from 
their rivetled diflike to foreiraiemi. . l a ^ artisrflar. the clergy 
were incenfed againft him, for h^^Kjeo^‘ftercd many of 
the church landb, and annexed to thccrown a number of 
ftrong holds they had held for time immemorial. Margaret 
fomented thefc diviAons, and rendered herfclf no 
fiefs beloved than Albert was detefted. The Swedes only 
vaited for the Agnal to revolt ; they had Axed their eyes on 
Margaret for their queen, and rcfolvcd to dri\|C Albert out of 
the kingdom. They perceived her good fenfe would fet 
bounds to her ambition, and prevent her infringing the rights 
of the people ; ihoiild fhe attempt it, the ftates of the three 
kingdoms would mutually oopofe her, and deceive additional 
a nd fecuruy from a lin&. union of intcrefts. 

^ TSPArfl-omeafurc taken by the SweJIJh malcontents was The crown 
ptly to depute certain lords of the Arftj-ank, to m^k,t ofered to 
Mret an oAbr 95 the crown. She received the propofi- Margaret* 
tioh mh and i^mifed to defend the peoplg in all their 
rights ah? privilegesr: however, fhe demanded that the 
crown Ihould be made hereditary, with a view for ever to 
unite the three kingdoms. She met with Tome difficulties in 
gaining this point ; at laft fhe furmounted them, and 6b* 
tamed all fhe required S 

While thefe matters were in agitation, the governor. of 
the fc'^^fies of Oberjiein and Oreflein furrendered thofe places 
to the* queen ; fhe immediately took pofTeilion, and continued 
him in the fame command. It was fpeciAed in hts commif* 
fiion« that he held his authority of Margaret quden of Swe^ 
den and Nortvay^ and the legitimate fovercign of Denmark 
A great number of lords followed the example of Algetb Mag» 
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ms^ for that was the governor’s ackrlo^iA^' 

Margant for their queen ; an tftlruincm was drawn 
whereby they renounced their oath of allegiance to AUk^^ Ai* 
dared they would never more acknowledge him> arfd J^ce » 
forward attempU nothing but with the confent ariS by tlie or^ 
der of Margaret, 7'hey iikewit'c added, that hei; heinrKhould 
be their fovercign, and that they would never a^viiept of 
other at Iter death, but fuch a fucceflbr aT'fhe Iv'^uld th" 
fit to a^fK)int. Among other ftrong holdf, the fortreflf of 
AbOy Faveji^ Razeburg^ Cnjleholmy Crytzburg^ all 
tp /■/ /• together with the copper and iron mincsiof Dalecarlm^ were 
tknh^^ put into the cjuccn’s hands. In a word^' the Daleca^tians had 
ll/jDak pof>tively ackfowlcdgcd her foverei"..cy by an a£i.<^jailed this 
carlians' whi^^^i they confented; m the name olabe- whole 

kingdom of ^^wederiy that revenues of the copper n.ines 
ihould be putX^o l)^’ ha^, ^though they were ‘mortgaged 
to the princes d', ^4'^ 

On the WedneJ((ify preceding Pentecojl^ the Swedijh fenate 
wrote to the queen a ratification of the treaty fhe had con- 
cluded with the deputies, and accordingly acknowlirlgbt^-d^ 
queen of Denmarky Swedeny and Norway, This oath of the 
fenate was like a thunder-bolt to Albert, He perceived tha» 
he could no l^^ngcr depend on the Swedijh army, and therc- 
.fore cafl about for foreign fucCDurs. Among his firm allies 
he reckoned the duke of Mecklenhurgy the princes of Holfein^ 
the duke of Sturgardy and for a fiim of money he engaged 
Conrad Jungingeri, grand-mafter ^ of the Teutonic order, and 
the ifland^of Gothland, By means of thefc allies, he 
made up a confidcrable army, with which he j^feparing 
to take the field. 

MARGARET marched an army to #the aififiance ai t 
malcontents, under the condufl of fouj^aenerals, ^riuCucke. 
Henry ParoWy IVinthen Norbjy and Lxihario CaOnt, ' Thej 
joined the difaiFe£led Swedesy and both together marcher 
againft Albert. Coming up with him at Falkopingy a furious 
battle was fought. In which viAory for a long while flood in 
fiifpcnce. The fate of a kingdom depended on the event, 
and both fides behaved with that courage and perfeverance 
which an affair of fo much importance merited ; hot Mar^ 
Albert i* garefo good fortune prevailed : Alhert'^TA routed, and his 
difieUid. army cut in pieces. He was afterwards taken prilbnef in 
the purfuit,* together with his fon Ericy Gerhard prince of 
Ho^uny and a great number of lords of the firft diftin^ion. 
AUbirt and his fon were condufled firft to Bahui^ a fortrefs 
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\4oniht€m^hn^i^N^riiu^2ni tVeJt-^Gothhmif and 
Boce to S 0 b$lm^ were they were confined for the 
pven years. As to the other prifoncrs, they were 
sf infeveral parts of the kingdom 
^*viflaries had ever been fo produdivc y f glory to the 
laft; for befides the royal prifonerS) no lefs 
an ninet^^ general Officers were left dead on the field* 
by?^e vai^ifhed^ On Margareth fide the lofs was incon- 
fide«^e> oacept tint Hinry Par&w died^f his munds, 
greeted. Vet though the battle was decifi^, the 
'uides\fiM ftill un^termined with refpef^ to the conduct 
they wer»o obfervc.\ A 4 flr^<ar^/’s coronation was deferred, 
becaufe a wat part nation thought it c^onourable 

to difpofe ^the crown wlTiiti .jheir king was a Lifoner. As 
the peojjSle were divided, they looked upon lie Danes as 
foreigners^ tnd grudged them # ^ory^^er th 
in faft Margaret had on her fide the 1 

difi forces. The German princes SLCcaieZr^elff^wedes of per- 
iidy and -cowardice, attributing the defeat and imprifonmenc 
Lirn/MkmifM their pufillanimous condud. On the other hand, 
juftified themfelves, by retorting on thc^GermanSy who 
affirmed were the caufe of the war, and the king’s 
tniiR&rtunes \ ^ 

During thefe debates and mutual recriminations, the princes 
of the houfe of Mecklenburg^ aAd the towns of* Rrjlock and Wif^ rmfed in 
mar began to raife frefh levies,, in favour of the unfortunate Germany 
Albert. His friends in Sweden likewife beoame mafters oito fuppvrt 
and feveral fortified places, and ^ohn of Alecklenburg Albert, 
th^bhead of a well-appobted fquadron, which was 
Wp^c d by a ftorm. Margarefs forces were, in the mean 
wmKliJaying fiege 19 JStockholm ; and John^ alter colle£ling 
his ^ua||pn,jdetermi^ld to relieve it. Accordingly* he landed 
bis forc^^^ve the b^egers from their works, and after Ap- 
plying the city with ammunition and provifion, again fee 
Lil. Afterwards, making defeems on different parts of the 
coaft, he put all to fire and fword, which fo enraged the 
peafants, that allembling tumultuoufly, they attacked biia 
near Tilling^ and were cut in pieces, having no officer of abi- 
lity to lend them on and direct their fury. 

Thr G/nTMur werefnot fatisfied with the ravages commit- 
ted by diis Iquadron ; a Oioal of privateers were Hcenfed by 
the duke of Mecklenburg ; the fea was coverechvith pirates, and 
the moft terrible diforders were committed on the ocean and 
the fisacoafts. Some of them ventured an attack on the illand 
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^eduiitfot Gothland^ took it, and made it repo fi twy of 
luecklen* der, and the rendezvous for the whole pSotical 
burgh’/ withftanding all this, the caufe o( Albert was butjkkle ^’^* 
frivatem warded, and his opponent every day gained ground. * ' 


A.D. 

1391. 


id in t he 


kingdo.^. was reducer 

ofih Je ^ o^gner^d,/, 

i ruinijff tb^J^ou 


fahe the many other places of confideration, the important of 
iTi A declared for the queen,' and^ furrenderpd ifmith its 

Oothland. Bugijlaut^ prince (A\ 

likewif^ declared in her favour, and hi 9 ^#cxann|»it was<|(;pl- 
lowed^y the prince of Rugen^ both attei^iing hev maj^^ at 
FalJliHo^ where they did homage to het/AS their fovcm\k *•, , 
MJRGJRET (pent the two followint^ years in and 

. . Sweden. In, the former (he rcneu|ed ne adl by wK/Oh young 
was dcfjlared the fucceflbr joi'.^er crown; A^^nd in the 
latter flic I^^ioured to appe^iTtne civil divifidts by which 
was reduced /ij the moft deplorable ftate of 

d^^rTcivws feemed to unite tiicir endea- 

/^ 6 untry, and in this alone were they 
confiftent. Eveit^ fri Stockholm faflion reigned, and the Ger- 
man garrifon, who apprehended the citizens were inclined to 
fjde with the queen, lived in a continual ftate of hof^'V'f^i'rfk S 
the civil magiftrates, which every day produced murder an^ 
bloodflied. At length an union of interefts was agreed upon/ 
but this was lOo more than a ftratagem formed by the (fir- 
mam to be revenged on the burghers. Under cover of this 
falfc reconciliation they ieized upon the principal citizens, 
put many of them to the torture, and conveyed them in the 
night to the ifland of Chepling^ where, after putting them to the 
inoft excruciating torment 5 ,under pretence that they carjri^:-* . 
a clandeftine correfpondence with the queen^sthe^ Vhcloiol^ 
them in a large houfe ftlled with wood, to which they fer 
fire. ‘ 

Her majefty meeting with little fi^^fs in h^g erj^avburs 
to heal the inteftine commotions in^weden^ dBlotSnined to 
return to Denmark^ and change her meafures. She now la- 
boured to effe<ft a peace with the duke of Slefwick and the 
princes of Holjlein. At length (he compafled her defign, and 
paved the way to a general accommodation. The peace be- 
tween thefe princes was a fatal blow to the pirates, who 
immediately abandoned the Baltic^ and launched fewh in the 
ocean, to make one laft effort. Th^ town of Bergui^ one 
of the richeft ports in the North, felt the iirft effe& of 

c 
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(A) BugiJUus was uncle to Eric of Pomerania^ declared fuccel^ 
for 10 the thrones of Denfnark and as we have fen. 
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^mc. Mm taken and miferably pillaged^ 
'<(j|ntsgb Mfpnityl for fome of their {hips fell into 

*M^liamk of the Danes^ who ordered the crews to be hanged 
upOH^^tSi without form of trial. This feverity had falu- 7hepirau$ 
' tarHIpnfeqfiences ; it broke the confederac 3 (» ftruck vtxxoif^^pprejfcd. 
t\rvhole, and obliged {ome to renounce the profeffion| 
to V'l^orporate with the queen's feamen, and others 
»b(Ui(^eytoyetire to Friefdand and live ini remote 
frmn whence they Tallied out on the conmercial 
^ f|tnc Englijh^ Fnnch^ Spaniards*} 

Noting remarU^le occurs this year befides the dona- 
lion the ^een made ^ a jnioiety of the fortrefs^ and prefec- ^ 393* 
ture of to the clw^^ral of that name, far which foe 

was recom^nfed by the daily r^ayers of the bifipp and pre- 
bendari^. g 


The following year foe ^eral in her 

bounties to the clergy, by confirmihg^^^^ 
munities of the cathedral of Lunden and Vtuer churches and 
bifooprics. She refided for fome time at Heljinburg^ and 
thffottk^jji/ed deputies from feveral Vandal cities, exhaufted 
jw a tedious war, and defirous of coming to terms with re- 


to Alberts liberty, who had now been prifoner for near 
{ix ^ars. Juft as a treaty was On the point execution, 
an accident broke off the negotiation, which was refumed 
the fuccccding year with a happier event. One of the depu- 
ties was {lain in a tumult that happened in the city, and the 
others, imagining their lives were in danger; fled with the 
^'S^.rPrecipitation, leaving matters juft as unfettled as they 
find tnefo. Margaret foon convinced their conftituents, 
flcnatady murder was not premeditated, by briqging all the 
detiipWnts to ftriiSt jflftice. To this contributed (he little 
fuccSs my ntet with their military operations. A fecond Peace cen^ 
time ihcPlufAl deputi^ waited on the queen ; and it was eluded 
at length agreed, that Albert and his fon Eric (hould be re<^ the 
leafed, on condition that he paid Margaret the fum of fixty Vandal 
thoufand filver marks, renounced all his pretenfions to the 
Swedijh crown, withdrew his garrifon from Stockholm^ and all 
the other fortreiles, and engaged the Vandal cities to gua* ^394* 


rantee thMreaiy. 

As foon as the two pfinces were delivered to the deputies, A. D. 
they folemnly fwore to a ftri£l obfervance of every article ^39$* 
ftipulated. Barnim of Pomerania^ John of Mecklenburg^ and 
feveral ocher princes, joined themfeives to the Vandal cities 
as guarantees ; and this addition was made to the treaty, that 
neither part Ihould for the term of three years ere£l any new 
fortrefles,. but that liberty ihould be grant^ mutually to re- 

U -'a pair 
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pair the old ; and with refped iflimd of ^ 


was agreed that each party ihouldlctain.<fllat they at;^«]H|^ 
poflefled. 

This treaty reftored tranquillity to the three %ii 
and Marguret^^XTOZginmg (he would beft prove^er 
to heaven^ by pouring her f4V0urs on its minifterj^ 

Veral confiderable donations to the "fees of Lumm^ RofchH% 
and Odjfnfee^ Still flie found the fervic^of t4ii^clerej^^e- 
cellai^isnd fhe ncglcdted no opporturdty of Wndingmem 
to hff inrereft. Towards the clofc omhe year (hew^fffd 
over to Sweden^ and was there folemniy ci owned quv:en, with 
all the folemnities obferved on hea ag^feifion to thik*/thrones of 
Danmark ai^ Norway *. . 

ImmediLtely after thi^eremony (he obfCrved, that as 
(he was c^^fidcrably adv^i^d in years, it would bc“» great 
Her policy faiisfadlioii Vrt heejio^ j/^ ahea fucceffion confirmed ; fhe 
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queen of 
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hinted her gi^d-n^iw as a proper perfon, and met with 
all the ol.cdieTftl''nic could require from her fubjefis, who 
immediately paifed an ad to that purpofe. Plcafed with their 
complaifancc, her majefty ftudied to gain the affiSiShs\->f 
her new lubjeds, by applying proper remedies to all the eva 
occafioned by the late tumults, and cllablifhing matters /n 
the beft fooyng. W ith this view it was that fhe convoklfd a 
diet of the ttates at Nicoping ; at which were prefent the 
archbifliop of TJpfaU and all the bifhops and fenators of the 
kingdom. Here it was agreed, chat all the crown lands and 
forlreiles alienated by Albert^ fhould be forthwith redeemed ; 
that the new fortreii'es eredeJ' during the civil wariKWSE?;*’ 
be difmantled ; that all thofe enjoying the pftvile^s of 
//(i/ib fubjeds, ,and the beneftt of the laws, immcdiatcj^'^*lcc 
411 o.iih of allegiance to the queen rfnd'hcr fucceffl^ ^ r/r i 
that the lovc'ieii»n reilore to all the v^&ls of thf cr'^vn what- 
ever tiicy pollelled bclore the civil vftr, and their ad*- 

hcrcrice lo Albert : that the lawful proprietors enter into pof- 
kllion of all that had been ufurped by others during the late 
cominouons \ that the ftates fliould aftcmble at the pleafure 
pf the queen and young king, wherever their majefties fhould 
appoint, in older to deliberate with the ftates of Denmark 
and Norway tor the joint intereft of the thre^Vingdoms, 
and in particular to declare Eric fovcVeign of Denmark^ Nor* 
wa)'y and Sweden. 'I'o thefe wer^ «d<ied fomc particular rc- 
gulation$ ; ufti^r which the queen and young king departed 
for Denmark. 

Her majefty ’s principal care was now to vifit the dtffcreni 
provinces, to adminiilef' jofiice, ' and redrefs grievances oi 
•‘ POifTair, I. IX. / ^ 
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- with admirable prudence. While 
I exiles were iummoned to appear, rare 
.If*. *.**irdinp[ to law. All oren were forbid, 

Igme penalties, to Ikreen criminals ; bnt if they fub juftiett W 
nuiies^o juftice, her majefty always inclined to mercy. Here 
die eniiJS’ed, that no new fortrcncs fliould be raifed } thaj 
^^fe beloiHing to the crown (hould be reilored if ufurped, 
) ^^ ^tleetfm^t.-m-»rtgaged ; and that all thofe wbpUad not 
fwc%*allejiance to^king Eric^ ihould perform that dut^within 
4|te4pr« OT fourtceh days. 

Amo'^ other ialdtary regulations, the affairs of commerce 
were notfergot. It ^ as decreed, that all ports lately opened 
to the pre^ice of eftabV.'.Ke^ marts, fhould be Itut up ; that 
no duties Ifould be exa5ed Ijjut where they 'fere impofed 
by law'; - that all manner of ah'l^ance (hould bvgiven to fo- 
reign mereftants and failors, pfcr{ia«lpijlv^n c.-/of (hipwreck 
and m^ortune, without expeaationt'et^ei^jil, except what 
was provided for by law : in a word, that fevery circutnftance 
CQjoined by humanity and found policy (hould be ftriaiy ob- 
''jfRsh-^.tb refpeil to flrangers. Such was the wife condud of 
4hie glorious princefs. Pontanm relates, that fhe antient laws 
■called during the late commotions were renewed in thetr 
fiiirfcrce i that pirates were treated with greavigour, in or- 
der to deter them from that dilhonourable prof^ton ; and 
that a prefect and fovereign judge were appointed in Jutland^ 
for the more eafy and effedtual execution of the laws. The 
fame writer relates, that (he jikewife reflifietf an abufe which 
"fr^^mediately before her acceffion crept into the Swediflt 
r^ernniint. -Several of the gentlemen of that countiy had 
feftbd the opportunity of extending their powy, and of ex- 
their laftdi^from all taxes. Many of them ac- 
knowW^Ted!5no fealtyflo the crown, and claimed 'an abfolutc 
jurifdidfiSrHvithin thlr own eftates. This was an abufe 
that greatly diminilhed the power of the fovereign and 
ftrength of the government j Margaret therefore, with the 
confent of the fenate, ordained that all jurifdiaions (hould 
be put on the antiens footing, and ev«y man contribute faia 
proportion towards the fupport of that government by whtdi 
be was ^otefted ■. 

But while we are^ enlarging upon the many excellent re- 
oulatiom made hv Margaret^ we muft nm forget that (he 
was not infiillible. Notwithftanding her Vudence, policy, 
and other (hining virtues, her goveoiment was not without 
error. During the reign ofO/aiM, (he bad confented that 

. • Vid. PoHTAK. & Msuas. in locis citat. 
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Gerhard of Holftein (hould be inveflm for ife in 
of SUfwick ; the war in Sweden hid prp^l^ the 
that meafure, and yet (he now graifited the penpuiril^^ 
SUfwick to the princes of that hbufe, on no other^coirMion 
than that theyr acknowledged the fovereignty of Djm^rk* 
Happily, indeed, thefe princes preferred a pecung'ipubfidyyr 
as appears by an z& paiTed in Fionia^ whither Adjjfgaret 
voked ^'. Holftein princes ; but this we a^’h'i'twKafcriMfro 
her poJ||jty, but to their necefficy. It is tr^, her d-^/iduy ad- 
mits o\ fome palliation, if wc conftder ylat the chiel An oP 
all her pretcnfions was to unite the thr^e crowns , ^cry ob- 
ftru6iion to which (he refolved to r^dve at all evyts. The 
Holjlein prinies were the great ftyjlffers for Jlbert^.oi againft 
this union ; hnd their friendMp (he cndeavoureK to win by 
fo important\x grant. At j^ent the three northern £it>wns 
were a£)uaIly^mite^u|{S^ hfir head ; but (he laboured to 
render this Befides the advantages which (he 

propofed drawing irom the joint ftrength of thefe kingdoms, 
a variety of other reafons occurred to induce her t o wifh tl yyt 
a fundamental law W^as eftablifhed for the perpetuaF^Shfidi^^?. 
the three crowns. Such a law would tranfmit her nama 
with admiration and glory to pofterity, would render h^r^b4 
folute miftrel^ of the North, and one of the greateft fovc- 
reigns in Europe. ^ She therefor^ laboured to gain a fuflicient 
party in each kingdom to anfwer her purpofe ; and when (he 
believed (he had accompli(hed this, (he convoked the (lates- 
^?neral of each kingdom to meet at Colmar^ and forty depi^ 

. .lies from each attended the alTembly •. 

majefty opened the congrefs, by iftroducmg tnC, 
f V young king to the deputies one by orie, whom (ly^f- 
quefted to confirm his eledion to th^ucceflion. S^t/ien 
reprefented to them, with abundancc^o^ldrefs adH e]{5juence, 
the advantages that would neceflTarily rrult from iri^r having 
but one monarch, which would intirr iy aboli(h the caufe of 
all thofe wars that had fo often been fatal to each of the 
kingdoms ; render them entire mafters of the commerce of 
the Baltic i keep in awe the hanfe towns, grown powerful by 
the divifions of her people ; and, in a word, confolidate them 
into one nation, with all the conveniencies which fldw from a 
perfect uniformity of cuftoms, laws, anil interefts. The ma- 
jefiv of the queen’s perfon, the firength of her arguments, 
ana the fweetneis of her eloquence, together with the ap- 
plaufes befiowed by her creatures, gained over the deputies. 
They approved and confirmed the eledUon of Eric^ and efta- 
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which was received by the three D. 
ipnfirmed by oath. This was the 1397-^ 
^orth) under the name of the Union union 
/terwards gave birth to wars thate^Calmar 
lafte^^r aikage between Sweden and Denmark* It confifled 
)ftl^ ^principal articles, which were eftabliihed for the fe- 
wity of' \.;ach nation. aThe firft imported, that the three 
Qi^om^j/hic]t;L.were in a manner elective, Chould hence- 
bniurd ii^^obt one and the^ fame king, who fML^uId be 
:ho(e4 &€cei&vely by each of the kingdoms, and tK>n ap* 

Stoved a general aiTembly of the whole. The fecond ar- 
icle coined in the obligation upon the fovereign to divide 
lis time e^aily in the three kingdoms, and to f 
he revenue^arifing to him from each crown, v] 
ible t<VSLpply the favings but fcTj^he good of tli 
tingdom. •The third and m^l^;.important 
tingdom fhould retain its own 

>rivi!eges of every kind ; and that iii7..j0w/.ifron8 of every 
lingdom fhould be maintained at the cxpence of that parti- 
and defended by its forces ; and that the fubje(£ls 
Tone kingdom fhould not be raifed to pof^s of profit and 
ower in the other, but fhould be reputed foreigners, except 
ilMTr own native country. 

While the congrefs fat at Calmar^ Alberfs ^fnnErU died ; Albert re»^ 
melancholy accident that made fuch an impreffion on oil 

nhappy king, as to make him give up all hopes of remount^ of 

ng *'he throne of Sweden; for notwithftai^ing the condi- 

on which be obtained his liberty, he never defpaired till^^*^ crown* 
'•ecoygring his crown. Stockholm was not given up 
geeeable to the treatji.^ but he now wrote to his garrifon to 
the necelSty^of the times, and furrerjrier themfelves 
D \lafi;^^ret^ The e:^mple of Stockholm was followed by all 
he otliOv'^T^ ong horn, •poflefled bv Albert in Sweden ; but 
ill the queen could nol recover Gothland^ this ifland being re- 
lined by the grand-malwof the Teutonic order, who pretended 
> hold it by right of conqueft, as he had driven the pirates 
om thence. Firft it was mortgaged to him by AUfert for ^ 
jm of money ; but he refufed to deliver it to that prince, 
hen ho^fFcred to redeem it. Margaret determined to re- 
>ver it by force of She roar.Mi army thither, under 

icfe experienced officers Algotb Magnm and 

the capital was immediately befieged, {be DmtspmtA 
le attack with ardour, and the knights defended the city 
iih intrepidity, when the emperor interpofed, in qualtcy of 
roteftor of the Teutonic order, and oflfered his memation to 
xommodate all differences. called a congrefi at Heftn^ a. D. 

U burg^ 1398. 




2g6 The tUfiefj ef 

f burgj whither he invited the queei^ depu 
at length ftipu'ated that the iilan^ 

Margaret^ on her paying a ccrtaiij^^ 
knights ; but as the money was i itft paid - 

the knights kegt pofleflion, which however did»not*^^»veiit 
the queen from renewing her old alliance with them/t^. ^ 

A. D. The following year dcimties frorf. the f^andal | 

^399* bad ex^cifed piracies during the late diftu4>^ 

Nicopi% 'in the ifland of Faljire. A treaty w^ 
betwci^a her majefty on the one part, and the ( ' 
the other, in which it was ftipulated', that a gener^ pardon 
fhould be granted for all diforders committed uring the 
late trouble^ and that the preceding treaties Ktween the 
contradling |^artic$ fhould fubfift in full force ^ particularly 
that treaty iL' which the Fajplal cities engaged to gwacantee 
the promifel^iade by Ip obtaining his libei»ty. 

For the years the three kingdoms enjoyed 

profound tran^1“'fy, and Margaret applied her mind to 
works of piety, or rather of policy. She was well acquainted 
with the natural difpolition of her people : accuftoj^njiKW ikn 
extreme of liberty, fhe knew they would with difficulty beA 
the reflraint of authority, which, however, was neceflary y 
carry on government, and fuppreis perpetual infurreidRmis. 
Margi- To cftabli*Tf iierfelf firmly, flie gained over, by affability and 
Tct’/ liberality, the priAcipal perfons in each kingdom ; made them 
fgmia creatures, and oppofed their influence to all fadlions 

gaining formed againfi the court. The clergy were efpecially eflential 
^ * to her views, on account of ttteir wealth, their power^%d 
^ their credit wirh the people. In tbefe days ali.devcfSCncOiJ^ 

filled in donations to the church, andy jetv was eftimaced ^ 
the will and aollity to enrich the clergy. wa^^!!|l^re 

of (his: (he founded monafteries, e^wed churcl]^|., aug« 
mented the power and privileges of|[,the bilhd^^^ admitted 
them to a great (bare in jthe adminiftr^.tion, and intirely won 
their hearts by her iargefles. gratitude for the 

numberlefs marks of favour and diftindlion Sitwn them, the 
bifhops fell into all her views, and were followed by the 
inferior order of the clergy, who found their incereft conlifted 
in coinciding with the fenttments of their fuperiors^^ both on 
account of their dependence on themf and becaufe the pro« 
ta&%ojni of the court, arid the queen’s recommendation, were 
die fureft, means of obtaining biOiopricks, and other dig- 
nities. 

This nobility and gipntiy, already jealous of the high pow^f 
amd tfedit of the church, beheld with chagrin this addkioil 
'.POH^UN, l.ix. 
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MVautborM^ me nihops : they, however, durft not ex- ^he 
pism Aeir re(emDl|^. Equally politic and powerful, .Mar^^ iityani 
iBvVwMd her creMto concealed among the difconte^trd,xr«/^^Va- 
^n her notice wall their proceedings, broke and dif- 
coMtprted Iheir meafures. ^ 

Own remarkable occurrence is mentioned by hiftorians to 
have fali«^ out about this time. A report prevailed tfSat 
^aar,i;i]tiiiqueen*s fon, was not dead : it was pr^agated by 
nn^iy o^die nobility, and fiippofed to be firft fet on foot by 
thcr.i,^morder to puni(h Alargaret for her liberality to the . . 
clergy Y The impoftor laboured to pafs for the king, and every 
day gs^d credit, by making difeoveries which could po®bly 
have bee^ known only to Qlaut and his moth*. Margani^ ^Dcn- 
however,fwas too many for him : Qie proved wilm to be fon mark* 
to<he hurfe of Olam^ and to*t^avc got thefejicrets from his 
mother, *hom (he had mad®h<fA 7 on 6 d^nr. ,lhe next proved 
that had a large wart bctwecft*^^;(hoiiAjers, which mark , 
did not appear on the impoftor. LaftlJ%Tne farther proved, 
by a cloud of witncflcs, that the king actually died upon a 
^day, and was buried at Soora* In fine, the impoftor 
was feized, put to the torture, and publicly burnt at a place 
betw een Faljlerho and Scanora a ri 

^MARGARET was not happy enough t#. ^ri d herfelf fo 
eafily of the continual inouietudes excited bjTne houfe of » 

Holjlein. All her munificence to this family could not 
tinguilh antient animofity, or engage their gratitude. hQufiof 

could not depend on treatjes concluded vfith them, though Holftein. 
!lf^^mnW fworn to, nor in their fealty, nor fidelity. In one 
wor^^e fiwerely felt the imprudence of that aft, whereby 
4))f confirmed ftraflJPrs in the polTcifion of ^ dutchy fo im» 
j^rfant to her dftnftnion’i as Slefwuk. Count Gt^hard of Hol~ 

Jilin ViJj it* a battle,ft‘Ught with fome of his neighbours in the 
year I4<74> lcaving\ widow and three young children ; Hen- 
ry, the oldefl; of wnm, was no more than feven yean of . 
age ; Adolphus, the \:ond, but three ; and Gerhard, (hit 
youngeft, then in the cradle. Several guardians were aj>. 
pointed in his will *, but Henry, bilhop of Ofnaburg, un(^e!tOf. 
the young princes, excited great troubles, by claiming a 
to the'Sdminiftration of Slefwick, till his nephews arrived at a 
proper age. He fdbnd means to raife a mioo.. by meant 
of Segeiurg and Rendfburg. ^ 

Os the other hand, Mafgarel beheM Aitb uneafinefs thoiit 
commotions excited in a dutchy which had been a of Deito-> 
mark. With a view to apply beaming remedies. M WeH as to 
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payii^ ht^r portion, and keeping^in 
efs. like^ife, by a Arcjic of po- 


f^S ^07 ^/Denn^ 

^ ^ profit by the preient *fituation of affairs, ih4 4m|] 

the widow Elizabeth^ who fbe knev|t wasjjpi^lmt c 
'I'hiis file obtained polleffion of certaiij^^|£^!rtr^ in 
and like wife of the flrong citadel of \^inrade^ by JDari^iflg 
widow^of count Nicholas^ who pofIeffed«this 
to Eric duke of Saxony^ 
hdir own hands the fortrei 
got G^piijbach into her 
and prefemed to the cathedral 
length cKfpofcd of every thing 

own pleafure. The oldeft of duke Gerharts fbns wfi car- 
ried to Denmark^ and had three of the principal nobjjpty ap- 
pointed his guardians: Adolphus^ his fecond brotbp, lived 
with his unclO who conceived a ftrong aifecflion {qf the boy, 
and had him ± length raifed tpa high place at th^emperpr’s 
court (A). Swie writers aU^qi that the dutchefs Elizabeth. 



and all the grea^ordS 
under the quecnV 


d}refwic\ put themfelves voluntarily 
:ion, acknowledged her fovereignty, 
and did homage to her as fuperior of the dutchy. They add, 
that (he divided between the dutchefs, the young dukeJspjmgCp^ 
dians, and the chief nobility, all places of honour a nT profit’ 
in the dutchy, with certain yearly falaries, with which they 
became in a fhort time dilTatisfied. What however is 
tain, and agf^i^cd upon by all hifiorians, is, that peace was at 
this time proclaimed4>etween Demnari and SUfwick ; and that 
neither the queen nor king pretended to any other rights within 
the dutchy, befides thofe of fuperior and fovereigns merely 
nominal, without power to ena^ laws, or impofc taxes. 

In the following year Margaret annexed fevejal 
the crown, which had either been ns^rtgageo or ufurped# 
during the laft feign. This year had alnpofi proved fatal 
X>tnmarE The fummer, and cfpeciallyohe autumn fg^Corll < 

had been fo rainy, that the fruits of the fifth were^ii?6ycd, 

Penmark. tnd the air corrupted, infomuch that ab/ve a tenth of the in- 
habitants of Denmark periihed of famiip and pefiilence. Yet, 


A. D. 
1405. 
A dearth 
and ptfii^ 
ienee in 


(A) Cremtziui relates a cir- then attempted to fufpend the 
comflaDM of ^is young prince pearls round his neck ; but 
that merits tiodee. Margaret^ Adolphus (Iruggled fo haref, that 
when he was an infant, gave the jewels were broke *againft 
him a mark of her friendftip, the wall. iHfencc, fays our an- 
by adorning his cap with a thor, the fage Margaret drew an 
hnna of fine pearls, which the omen that the young prince 
ditla reje^Ung, Ihe oficred to would one day prove a bitter 
tie them rpnnd his arm, but to enemy to Denmark (i). 
tiui he was equally averfe; Oie 

(0 by* p. 125. 





i^b^tf/Qenmarl^ 

re aquuoiisy there occurred ijCo events which af- 
ime comhj^li te the court ind people. jUhri of 

fomenl^mg of Sweden^ publiflied a writings 

ehy tie renounceda aatm to the ctjown of Sweden^ and 
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ngjTi^d n^ver to take arms againft Em%^ yr his fucceflbra ; 

^ *ut m live upon a footing W the Arid^ft them* 

^‘^'he ncxv circumAancc was the marriage or Eric wife 
the daiifgh^^l?* of /ipwrjflV. king of whtenWas ccle- 

fas^ated z^undin on the twenty-fifth of O^SPsie/ this year. a. D. 
This pfneefs, if we may credit the Danijh hiftorians^ brought 1406. 
the kinr an immenfe fortune. 

Notv;ithstanding peace had been proclaimed between 
Denmark i^pd Slefwick^ the Danes and Holjleinefs were conti- 
nually in a^ms, and committing perpetual ravages upon each 
othev’s *frontiers. Wearied with ihcfc diforde^s, king Eric 
refolved tef apply eScAual remedies. He invitf;^ Henry^ bifhop 
of Ofnaburg^ the chief author of thefe diAurb|nce5» amicably 
to terminate them by an interview ztKeldingi but this con? 
ference breaking oft* abruptly, a fecond interview was ap-^ 
pSiued a Fionia. Here it was agreed, that eleven thoufand 
marks in filvcr Aiould be paid to Denmark^ to indemnify the 
iofl^fuftained by the infults of the Hol/leiners -, that thcHolftein 
towm of Flensburg and Menhus be put into thci^^g’s hands, andDtc^ 
until payment of the above fum \ or, at lead, unBt the bifhop mark, 
proved that the Holjieiners h*ad been equal Tufferers by the in- 
curfions of the Danes. Some writers indeed alleage, that 
Elizabeth^ dutchefs dowager of Holjiein^ pus tbefe towns into 
hands, without ftipufating any conditions, 
y So differences arofe this year between the queen and the A. D. 
jfutchefs dowager. ^»Vomcn ieldom agree long, where they 1409. 
are rivals in beaifty ^r power. Margaret^ imagining that the 
dutche .^3 wanted to v^svaricatc about the pfomife of furren- Differencet 
dering Goitorp^ advaiVed to take pofTeffion of that city ; but hetnueem 
whether it was that me dreaded a body of armed men, re- Margaret 
ported to have been R^ged in a certain tower, or appre- and the 
bended fome fecret defxgns upon her perfon, certain it is that dtUehefi 
(he immediately abandoned the town, and threw out fome 
fevcrc reflexions upon the dutcheft. A mifiinderftanding fo Slefwick. 
flight fcMn broke out into a war, and the pretext was, that 
Eric by fortifying Flfnsburg^ lately put into b}s bands, gave 
fufpicions of having defigns upon the whole dateby. Nor 
did the conduX of four Holftetn gentlemfln, in«che queen’s 
fervice, contribute a little towards ^derating the rupture* 

Thefe officers, withdrawing themfelves fuddeniy, perfusded 
Henry bifhop of Ofnaburg that Ac duteby of Slefwitk would 
fpeediljf be annexed to the cro^ Qfpenmark, if proper mea* 
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^ ^ fures were not taken \t> fubveit the deiignsflf^AArj|N^ 

Eric* Elizabeth began iher^operations b^woke of^lic^ 
which may well be deemed treacherjj^' She foun^MUeeptr^ 
to draw the confab <<>f FUnsburg xtm Yktt power^ an^ then 
detained them prift/ners* till they engaged the citizens to"'^uC 
the town int9k;die hands of the Holfteinirs. Her fch'eim 
fijcceedcd gates were opened to her forces^ and eveV]^ 

inhabican^revoked the oath of allegiance twomSlb Eric. 
Hoftilities were now commenced, feveral places fur- 
prif&'d, and among others the fortrefs of Svuabejlede^ nd the 
citadel belonging to the bilhop of Slefwick^ the ufual olace of 
his refidence 

No fooncrtihad Eric notice of thefe tranfa£lion^, than be 
refolved to ihalce reprifals. Accordingly he invaded the 
iflands of Arrkhe and Alfen^ of both which he foon became 
mafier. Next^he concluded ^ treaty, ofFenfive and defen- 
five, with the inhabitants of Dithmarjhy and immediately fent 
a body of troops againft the Frifons^ under the condu<St of 
general Monk^ who had for lieutenants three very experienced 
officers, John Scarpenberg^ Nicholas Thuon^ and Hen^ Cabitt, 
This corps, amobnting to eight thoufand men, without ca- 
valry, had orders to march to Tundcren^ Eric being deSjgp^ 
Wr Danes fubduingj^tjbe country round* They came loaded with booty 
diftaiid h neighbourhood of Hufum and Bredjiedt^ where they 

Adolphus fuddenly attatked by Adolphus of Schawemburg^ and cut 
A. D, in pieces. Monk the general, and Nicholas Thuon^ were left 
1410. dead on the field,* together with fourteen hundred inferior of- 
ficers and private men. Scarpenberg was taken prifo ncc ^sneitlrj 
at length obtained his liberty at a ranfom of flight (noufanJ 
marks in filver. It was reckoned tha¥^¥hi$ unfortunate ei^ 
pedieion had coA: Eric two hundred thodVand marks, befides 
the lofi of fo many brave foldlers 

• Meurs. I. V. 

(A) Crantzius differs confi- Bremen and Wtftphalia* He 
derably from the Dan'^ hifto* adds, that about this dme Eric 
riabs in his i elation of this ac-, Crummedick furprifedFAf^^^; 
tion* According to him the that the king’s troops, however, 
Deari amounted to fifteen hun- defended the citadel ; *"and that 
drCd cavaliers ; but no mention the Dani^ fleet laid fiege to the 
is made of the number of foot town, but were not able to 
foldiers. Bdfawenhfurgft army force the garrifon, which, in 
did not exceed eight l^ndred fpite of ail hardfhips, remained 
ilieA,; raifed in a hurry ilixfiat to the young duke (i}« 
Lumnbiurg, in the dioceie of 

li) rmfs^p* ss9. 
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followed fo^idvice of his fenate* * * 

and wde overRira to accOM In odifc differences with the 
m princes. ^ n ]Spro jUolWs wereVmbraced by the dut- 
cheft ^Ihabiib^ who ^nfented to refe^the matter to arbi- 
traj^ion. it certain number jwere appointed^y each fidcj but 
119 conclufion was forn^ed till two years 
. The tumult of arms gave place for fomc ilwe to pubfic 
rc^icilT^s and feftivals on account of the marrwe of the r^// So* 
princefeS^ibidi, or according to feme writers Catoeriney fitter phia tf 
to Eriifto John duke of Bavaria and Newburgh fon to the Denmark 
emperor Rupert. The marriage was celebrated at Ripenytnarries 
and forty thoufand florins given for the pri^cefs's fortune. 

Provided (he furvived her hufband, a jointuj^i of an equal Bavaria* 
fum was fettled on her; four weeks were allowed her before 
confummation, and in the mean time her fortune was to be 
paid intef the hands of hcr 4 iuiband. 

Notwithstanding the propofitions foE peace, and the D. 
conferences held for terminating the differences between 1411* 
Denmark and the houfc of Holfletn^ both fides did not fail to 
Cbrnmittnumberleis hottilities. It was neither perfedi peadie 
nor declared war, yet each fide bore the nfbft inveterate ha* 
tre5j4o the other. Some gentlemen of Holjieiny to whom 
the king had committed certain towns in tpdi^ upon their 
taking an oath of fidelity to him, perfidioufly furfendered them 
to the diitcheis, and took all opportunilies of infulting the 
king's garrifons in thefe parts. Enraged with thefe diforders, 

Eric was foiced to come to^thc laft extremity, and declare to 
^'?.dutchefs, that, unlcfs they were fpeedily redreffed, he would 
employ* all ihe force of Denmark to reunite the dutchy of 
^ ^lejwick to the cri^wfl. His menaces had tl^e delircd efledt : 
the ducchefs and plinccs declared publiciv, that they would 
endeavour all in thi'r power to accommooate matters to his 
fatisfadtion ; for wh\h purpofe a new congrefs was held at 
Koldingy where a tru^ for five years was concluded, during 
which time the umpi^ were to give their verdidt, and final 
decifion, refpedling the fortreifes raifed or taken by cither 
party, as well as all other grievances. Immediately iivcrdljt truto 
treaties, of little con fequence, were concluded between queen 
Marg!/fet and the dutchefs^ They ferved, however, to diftin- 
gusfli the ab'lity, tUc moderation, the folid judgment, and^*^**®***^ 
active difpofttion of Margaret. All the Danijh hiftorians 
full of her praifes upon this occafion % buAhey negledl the 
latfon of thofc drcuinftances wfaich^atone could form 
judgment of her condudl. ft y^\oon a#ter thefe tranfac* 
tions that Ihe was carried oflF a fiiddcn death, in the fifty* 

^ ^ /r - ninth 
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The charaQersdra 

are very different, ^cording to tbcafarft, Margaret was pof- 
fefled of every belonging to a ibvereign : iteady^ 
trating, bold* fne gamed the love of her fubjeSt, ^ 

commande^.i<rrerped of her neighbours, and was the rmor 
of her enj^nies. According to the latter, flie wasfbgm'bitiDus 
as to en^avour the extenfion of her power at expence 
of public liberty. She was pious from policy, modcitv^e from ; 
intereff, affable and familiar only with her creatures, proud 
to all bcHdesi rigid and inflexible in the adminiftration ofpri* 
vate juflice ; regardlefs of oaths and treaties, when placed 
in competition with her interefl or ambition. In a word, a 
woman of gr^at ability, but little integrity ; of a found head, 
but a corrupted heart. It is probable, that toO' much preju- 
dice prevails in| both thefe chara£ters. The Swedes flattered 
themfelvcs, that the union of Calmar would have extended 
their liberties, and they found them retrenched by Margaret. 
She was too ambitious, too powerful, to reft facisfi^d with a 
limited authority. No fooner was (he declared queen of Swe^ 
den^ than (he formed fehemes for extending the prerogative : 
(he recovered^l^y degrees, the chief fortrelles out of the n^KKk 
of the gentff, by feafonable grants to them of another na- 
ture, vmich did not render them independent on the court. 
Moft of the Swedijh governments (he difpofed of to the 
Danijh nobility, contrary to the exprefs words of the treaty of 
Calmar \ removing, infenfibly, the native nobility fron^aj^ 
places of Cruft and profit. Abraham Broderfon evas the onl^, 
favourite amone all the Swedes. He a young noblemarl 
of fine addrefs^and handfome perfon ; bibt oiherwife of little*^ 
conflderation, cither in influence or ability. On him (he be- 
llowed the government of Holland^ h/noured him with a 
rreat (hare of her confidence, and he/^^ed favours upon his 
amily \ a conduct that increafed the ^icontent of the Swedes^ 
and gave room for fufpicton, that her majefty regarded only 
the perfonal attradions of Broderjon. It furnimed them with 
fre(h caufes of complaint againft the queen, and additional 
reafons for lamenting the union, which occafioned tbe«^lorsof 
their liberties, at leaft of their own weight and influence 
in the fcale of government. They prefented themfelvcs in 
a body to he( maje£y, with a remonftrance of their rights, 
and a copy of the treaty of^almar^ the infraAion of which 
was the (ubjedt of aheir c:0xij||>1aints. AH the anfwer they re- 
ceived was, that they might |^ard thofe rights with the tame 

diligence 
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thp fortrafT^ of the kingdom. > 
Thus die ambiSiius and reigned with an al* 

.^oft dlirpotic*aUthoiir^ in|^2rf!. ""%e impofed taxes before 
vniieard-of in that co^r 3 gr>nd ftren^ened her own power 
bw reirfoving the nobility from public k^iirs, and reducing 
thh^epple fo fo low a condition, as depriviAUhem of the abi- 
‘ licyvpf redreffing themftlves, or feeking a ch^e in the go- 

^MARGARET has likewife been reproached wi» exerting 
cxce&vf^uelcy againft certain Danijh lords, whom (he per* 
iecuted out of refentment, until (he took away their lives in 
a manner the moft ignominious and excruciating. But thefe 
are the malicious fuggedions of envy and calumiiy. The three 
lords were jufily put to death for crimes of the word com- 
plexion (he even would have interpofed her clemency ; but 
juftice, and the public good, required that they'fhould fuder. 
in a word, if Margaret was inferior in fome of the qualities 
of the heart, which gained a few of her predeteilbrs the glo- 
rious title of Father of their People, (he was exceeded by 
none in prudence, in policy, juftice, and true magnanimity ; 
qualities which diftingui(hed themfelves fo early in this prin- 
cefs, that her father Voldemar faid on a cetain occafion. 
Nature had erred in producing her a woman, (ince 
** (he was originally intended for a man 

^ '-k 
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SECT. X. 

Containing the public Tran/aSions until the. Reign of 
^hriftopher 111. 

\ 

lt,R I C X. 

T\ ENMARK \c&* great princefs at the death of Mar- Eric X, 
^ gartt i but it was generally believed that this lofs, mzt/unamd 
as it wajii would be happily repaired in the peiibn of £r/f, Pome- 
formed to reign by t|te cbunfels and example of a miftreft fo nuii>> 
(killed in the art of government. No prince ever afcended the 
throne with g|5>tct applaufe and expefiatio^ from the people 
than Erie. The Danes flattered themfelves theyHbould ex- 
perience in him the fame qualities iM^uifldmired in the queen : 
the Swedes and Nerwegiansy efpe^lly the former, hoped for 
the recovery of jhofe privilegcs^iyhe lofe of which had occa- 

iioned 
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^ ' ii(med all the murnmn^ in thcrfi ^ ed i ng 

' to the crown ailti4p<ntai|ws of Atargaref ; buC he in* 

heritcd neither her po^jr nor F|jr from recoverMjg dieir ' 
liberties the SweJes f^nd the yoko^of {^prelBon rendered more 
grievous* He d|^ /6t, however; run immediately {nto^xcefri 
but fuffered lumClf to glide gently into the mcafures of w* 
f^otifm and/^rfhny, ^ J ' 

On his/acceffion we fee him promifing to TOnform^^o^gli 
the treati^T made with Margaret^ to confirm her d^aticyis to 
the church and clergy, to preferve the people in th^rights^ 
and to fee ali wills duly executed agreeable to the intention of 
^ the Jcccafed. ^ We fee him aggrandising the city Seby in Sebo^ 

mn^ and endowing it with the fame privileges and immunities 
as Lunden and Malmogm, In a word, we behold him purfuing 
the fieps marked out by his predeceflbr of glorious taienaoryt 
the iruereft of his people, and/%the true conduct of a politic 
prince. At this time Eric refided at Stockholm^ and the 
Swetksi (enftble of the advantages rcfulting to them from the 
preicnce of the court, ftrove to give him new proofs of their 
attachment. Jealous however ot' their liberties, they did not 
omit feizing the favourable opportunity of confirming them* 
The nobility, bifliops, and fenate, all endeavoured to obtain 
a general diet of the ftates ; but in vain ; for Eric 
hended letr rneafures contrary to his defigns might here be 
concerted. He therefore returneu to Denmark^ without grant- 
ing this ardent requefi of the whole nation 
CMgrifs ERIC found fdl employment inlhis kingdom. The truce 
for efla* between Margaret and the houie of Holjiein had for a tinier 
biijhtng a fafpended bofiilicies ; but yet the caufe of the^r mutual am- 
filid pmee mofity fubfified. Fhe^umpires were tff^ve judgment within 
Hoi- five years afeer'^the date of the truce, anJ now there was no*^ 
ttciu. lime to lofc. Accordingly JVratiflaus duke of Pomerania 
and Stetin appeared for Ericy and Meniy duke of Brunfwick- 
Lumnbutgy on the part of the dutcheie Elizabeth. They met 
to give fij}al fcntence at FUmburgy ?Cid the firft thing deter- 
mined was mutually to releafc ali prifoiiers made fince the 
peace mediated by Ulric of Mecklenburg. This far was per- 
fi;Cily confident with the rneafures taken in the life-time of 
Margaret ; but the pofture of affairs wasgreptly altcjced. The 
king was no longer in the humour to compromife preten- 
fions which he was in a condition to enforce by arms. He 
likewile held it dKhoQouraUe to treat and negotiate with val^ 
fals, nay, with rebelss^bp had taken arms againft him, ne- 
glected tbeir oath, a^r^bntrary to the refp^ due to theif 

\ 
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to widifai idle iatf% • 

ntefthi&t of i^nt by the deetb of dbft^ 

bh were th» prioce’e notions of the royal preioge* 
live. ThuSy infieed of fubniittfOg the difference to umpiief,'' 

£ru took a *inethod totally djfferent j b^c ag/reeable, as he 
i,magined, to his dignity. He cited the duke of Ltiiinthrg^ 

•ebe dutchefs aftd the princes of 

'Adalfbui^ ^nd ^Whard^ to appear at the next diet to be af* 
femblcd at Neohurg^ in order to terminate matters before 
that high tribunal* 

Thb parties met on the day appointed, attended by the 
^ dukes of Ponuranta^ Mecklenburg^ Stetin^ Saxony^ mA Bru9^» ^ 

* Wick i thts laft taking an oath in quality of unci# and guar- eongn/t* 
dian to Gethard^ the deceafed duke of Slefwick. He repre- 
fented^ that Gerlmrd received the inveftiture of the dutohy 
as a vojjpntal^ bounty bf the king smd ki^dom^ and that hia 
ehildrf i now claimed the fame favour. To this £r/r replied, 
that Margdfet had indeed formerly granted that dutchy to 
the houie of Holjiejn, as a fief of the crown ; but chat the 
princes had refuted to accept it under that title. Henry denied 
this in fad t and the king made anfwer^ that^it was to no 
purpofe to deny fads that could be proved by authentic docu- 
ments. It was notofious, he faid, that the duke bad pre- 
ferred the fundion of a foldier during the wars, ItAlie pof^ 
fei&on of Slefwuk as a fief. He then ordered the proofs to 
be produced ; to which Henry having nothing to oppofe, ho 
had recourfe to intreaties and prayers, that the affair might 
be fubmitted to arbitrators, pforntfing folemnly to ftand by 
their award, or by the articles of the laft trea^, whereby it 
*wv' agreed, that all ce.iqueib made on either fide (hould be 
‘ieftored, and mattei^ put on the antient footing. 

As this propofal was not agreeable to £riV, he again cited 
before the diet all the princes of the hOufe of Hoythn. They 
appeared, and the king i^lpcii his throne opened the afiembiy 
with a full explication ot|the circumftances of the difpute* 

When he had finifhed his fpeech, be ordered the archbifhop 
of RfifcHld^ chancellor of Dinmark^ to deliver his fentiments, 
and what the laws of the kingdom required. The archbifhop 
made a lihoured harangue, in which he infifled chiefly on 
that fiatute which ordains, that all fulye^ of the crown, 
who have conneded themfelves with foreignecs and joined 
agiinft their forerejgn, made incurfiont igto die coigicry, or 
ocherwife dtftarbed or infringed the lavs^Aould be punifhed 
wtch the loft ofi their tSk&% and £idb, and be deeii^ 
guilty of high creafon. He then qimnoonced the following 
S^QCe, as pepfident of the diet4 that the princefi Eliza* 

Hist. Vol. XXXIL fX hth 
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ru HtwfoS Brunfwitit as tutm ud eSoi^Hon ■' 

fence paktl^^ £riVs children, had* forfeited all right to the ote^y'bf 
nviiirf- Slejuficiy in confequence of having taken arms agnnft thhir"' 
/tea to lawful fovereien; that all expences occafioned byjthe late 
Slefwick. tumults (bouliLbe indemnified , to the aown by the ^oufe 
pfHolfieim and laftiy, that the dutchy in raefthm revermc|>^* 
In full right, and Ihould hereby lie anne)M to the crown 
of Dentnark *. 

Scarce had the chancellor pronounced lentence# when 
the young Henry threw himfelf at the king’s ftM, and be- 
fought him to grant the invefiiture of the dutchy as a fief $ 
but the king only replied, that he muft firft gain pof- 
feflion, that he might then have full power to grant it 
upon the terms he might think proper. As this, method of 
beiiowing fiefs was new to the German princes, it appeared 
unjuft, and confirmed thent^ all ftrenuous defenders of tho 
, Hiljitin family. An alliance was formed between Balthafar 
' prince of f^andalia, Henry of Brunfiuieky the uncles and guar- 

dians of the young princes, and Albert of Methltnhwrgy who was 
raviflied with the opportunity of revenging on the perfon of 
her fucceflbr the affront put on him by Margaret^ in driving 
him out of the throne of Sweden. On the other hag^ Ertc 
Crntandul^ Often Sifledy and feveral other nobility m rank 
and power, deferted the Hel/iein family, and went over to 
Erie. This wis a confiderabie lofs ; but not fufiteient to di- 
vert their intention of ferioufly preparing for war. 

A. D. This year the celebrated council of fat, during 

1414. which tiine the emperor Sigijmmd wrote to Erity requefiing 
him to employ all his intercft and power to^nduce the ri^ of 
Lubec to l^•eftabliih their fenate,*which they had abolifijed, 
about feven^ years before. To oblige the' emperor, Erie uM 
all his endeavours to leftore the fenate; but finding the Lu- 
heckers obftinate, be declined ufing force, not chufing to in-, 
creafe the number of his enemiesi^ He contented himfelf 
with fending Sigifmund an ^ou 4 c of his proceedings, and 
requefting that he would not proteift the boufe of H^ieim 
Pleafed with Eride compliance, the em^ror confirmed the 
fentence pafied againft the Holftein princes, declaring, riiat 
' all the proceedings of the diet were perfefily ft^ular, and 
confiftent with equity and law. This letter bears date the 
fourteenth of * 4 * 5 - 

Eric mere SuRB of St^fnnmAi countenance, Erie did net long ddfoe- 
Slefwick rate in what methc^te was' to ad. Immediately he tocdc the 
nuitban field, and entered il^|dutdiy(rf^£il^ri srith a moliCRMia 

eamj. \ 

* h^BVRf. & PjOKTAB. ibad. 

. \ 

\ 




ira^'. JKifQ^viti^ dut aH the HdftnH forces were ademhfed 
•rouiiS tnl cities of and while the reft of the 

countrjT was left d^eoceleft, he haftily erected two fortref^ 
at the iftoutS of the the one railed Sltyfftand^ and the 
othe^CaeifjW/. The famd he did on the weftern fide of 
Idle dutchy, wmk the firtre^ of Freftnb’trg and fFittljpau£ 
w ertjb ailt on tmHianks of theTVi^, a method which he took 
to poftpisltimf<d#tbe more eafilyof the dutchy. 

HAViitG taken thefe precautions, he again applied to the 
Lubtcktrs in favour of the fenate. It is probable, that Sigif- 
nund renewed his inftances upon this head ; for we find Erie 
now entering upon more vigorous meafiires. ift ordered all 
their filhermen in Schanen to be feized, and their efFe£ls con> 
fifcatc^ ; giving at the fame time diredlions to the governor 
^of Berpu te feize all the efte£l| belonging to the merchants of 
Lttbec^ within his iurifdi^lion. Thunder-ftruck with this fud- 
den blow, the Lwtcktrt recalled the fenate t and thus the king 
laid an obligation on the .emperor, while he at the fame in> 
fiant ftrengthened his own intereft by the faft friendfhip of 
the fenate, who owed their liberty and prelent felicity* to 
his conduft. 

In life mean while the affairs of ^e tialftnn^ family were A idtn 
upon the decline. Heniy of Brunfieiek^ uncle t*tf the young rf \kt af- 
princes, held the towns of Getterp, Pltttti Honraw, andA»" 
HaJJiliopy in fecurity of a fum of money which he had lent 
the princes ; and as he now wanted moneys and th^ were 
.unable to redeem the towns, be offered them to Erie on the 
fame conditions : but the king rgeded his propofal, b^ 
the advice of Crommedieh\ who perfuaded him that he would 
toon reduce them«b)»forcc, as thra sTere ever^ way unpro- 
vided for a long defence. Befides this, all the cities of Von- 
daUa^ Hamburg except^ were in alliance with the king, 
and of confequence encipies to the prinpes of Holfltin. .The 
duke of on accbignt of a private quarrel, marched 

at the head of an prmy to bum Odtfiot^ and pillage the ad • 
jacent country, 'mgrdukes ^<dm and A&ert demanded pay- 
ment of the marriag^portton of their niece Amt : in a word, 
cveiy thine feem^ confpirtng to effed the downfal of this 
fiunily. Nothing indeed could be mote unequal than the 
conteft between Erie and the young princes. On the one 
fide was a powerful monarch, m^^ of three girat king- 
doms, and in alliance with the ffom munber of his neigh- 
hdurs : oh the other, a greater.niinS«3V |uine<|^ is true, 
hiift fdvere^ns ohty of petty at variance ’^h each 

other, and now dteited radur pique to ErUf than at- 

tai^eat to each other, oraiqr kreff-ligefted febeme of po- 

>• X a, licy. 
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licy. however, the Holfteinm maintained a g^d cfliiw- 
tenance, and determined to make ’.igorous efforntin thei( 
own defence \ 

A. D. Early this year the king a fecond time en(|:rcd*ihc dut- 
1416. chyof Slefwict^ and immediat^ bcfiegcd the cities Kjt Skf- 
f^ick and Gottorp ; and to cut off aU commi^ication between^ 
them, he eredled a fortrefs called HalherJI^flk^ in the inter* 
mediate fpace. All his endeavours provea abortive ?*Tor 
thefe places being well provided with every neceflaiy of de- 
fence, made feveral brifk and fuccefsful fallies, which obliged 
Ertc*x the king to withdraw his army. Nor was this the only 

hj/tt in difappointn^nt he fuftained. On the one fide Albert of Meck^ 

Slefwick. Unhurg^ and Balthafar of Vandalia^ were marching at the 
head of an army to the affiftance of the Holfteiners. On the 
other, the Frifom^ induced by Henry of Ofnabj^rg t& take 
arms againfi the king, weri making a diverfion. The foi- 
' mer bended and took Frejenburg^ and the latter formed the 
fiege of Tonderen^ and foon got poffefBon of a place too weak 
to make any long defence. 

Incbns£d with thefe Ioffes, Eric decamped from before 
Gettorpi rcfolving to lay the country of the Fri/ons in athes j 
and this rcafon the Danijh hiftorians alfign for railing skcrfi^e 
of that citjH' When the king was preparing to crofs the Ey^ 
der% he difeoven^d Henry of OJ^aburg polled in fuch a manner 
as to obllrii^l his paftage. This prince bad narrowly watched 
the motions o^ the Danijb army, and feemed determined to 
make a Hand, which obliged E^ic to rclinquifh his defign and 
plan of revenge upon the Fri/ons, Inllead of entering their 
country, he attacked Htnr/% army, .and was “received with fo , 
much uncxp!7£led refolution as quite ^ifconcerted him, an<L< 
forced him to return to his fleet, and embark for Denmark ; 
fully determined, however, to revenge the following year all 
the difgraces he encountered. j 
Eric re* His retreat encouraged the Hofffein princes to enter upon 
fuljid, adion. They firft.made a defcenropjthe ifiand Femereny all 

which they reduced, except the fovv '"*j[>f Glambccky vih\ch 
Ivor Brujky the governor, bravely dcfc^/cd. They had in- 
vefted this place for the i^ace of two months, an^nding all 
their endeavours to take it the regular meth^ ofTiege, fruf* 

trated, they determined to narve the garrifon. Brujk was ob« 
fttnate, and his foldiers reduced to the laft extremity, when he 
received kdvice mat a Danijh fquadron was hovering along the 
coafl. Immediate}^4u>^k boat, efcaped the bc&rger$, and 
prefented himfelf before me king, from whom he obtained fe« 

• Vid, Pout. Wx. p. 578. 
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veral Ihips ladea wi& men, provtiton* and ammunitioiu On * 
fats returA he found all tbcr paflages to the fortrefs clofely 
Vlocked* \hc princes who had got notice of this motion giv« 
ing dire4ition| to that purpofe. He tried every means to force 
bis Wjv ; but being conftantly difappointtd, fhe garrifon al- 
uarved to death, at length capitulated, upon no other, 
condition than |||||fat their lives and liberty Ibould be granted. 

DiiMg the wtnw the king was bufied in preparations for the a. d. 
enfuing campaign, which he refolved to pulh with the utmoft 141 7* 
vigour. His fleet was formidable, and his army fo numerous, 
that it amounted to an hundred thoufand fighting men i but 
as he knew that the enemy confided of foreigners who could 
not be long maintained, he contented himfelf wim annoying 
them by fea. This would have been admirable policy, if tbo 
princes had no other refoiirces than what £r/Vs heated imagi- 
nation prefeAted to him. But is foon as they difeovered bis 
defign, they cantoned their army in the dutchy of SUfivick^ 
where they were plentifully fupplied with every neceflary. 

Finding this proje£l difeoncerted, Erk landed his army, which 
he divided into two bodies, forming the fiege of SUJwkk with 
the one, and of Gottorp with the other. The* firft of thefe 
cities caytulated on the 17th of July ; duke Albert of Meek* 
lenburg^ who commanded the garrifon, making .a particular 
treaty with the king. It was fald, that he had liberty to re- 
tire wherever he pleafed, on condition that {le never ihould 
carry arms againft Denmark, 

As foon as thebilhop of Ofnaburg was inforifted, that Slef Erlc/ff- 
•tvick and Gsttorp were invefted^ he polled to Hamburgh^ and vefls the 
reprefented to thb magiftrates, that if thefe two cities were ritjet Slef- 
*take*n, the Danlfo forces Aro\ild over-run all Holftgin^ and the wick tmd 
erty of Hamburgh iiC^oiIld then have every thing to fear from Gottorp. 
fuch neighbours \ but not being able to obtain any ejore than 
a promife of a fum of money, he harangued the people in the 
market-place with fo mudh eloquence, and energy of di£lion, 
that they infiantly ref<^cdF^.o declare war againft £riV, and 
raife forces. The Hamburgher$^ the army Hamburg 

they were preparingrUndreh into the field, and. the operations joins in 
of the HobeCi htsukjxo attack him as foon as they were re- the eonfe^ 
inforced, 3 ^c a ftrong impreiSon on Eric\ fpirit, and de- dera^ 
termified him, withoutAicfitation, to raife the fiege of Ga#- 
farp, which he had now twice unfucccisfully invefted. His^*^* 
reputation was greatly affiiided by this meaAre, the confe- 
quehces of which became more vifible every day ; for the 
enemy*^ courage encreafed in proportion as they oblerved him 
fetaed with fear. They now took the field with an army of 
thirty thouCirid men, befide| cavalry,. marched ftreight to 
, X i Halleuiburgt 
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Uallemburgs and took it fword in band. Thence tbejr mafched 
to Slefwiik^ and met with equal fuccefs. They liketefe forced 
Comgihurg^ and feveral caftles in the diocefe of which* 

they pillaged and deftroyed. 

In the autuii|n Tome overtures were* made for cAablUbiog a 
peace. Dalman^ bifliop of Lukc^ was charged with a dom^ 
fniilion from the pope, to mediate 1 recon^iation between 
the houfes of Denmark and Holjltm. He wmd for thisjmf* 
pofe on ErtCi and found him difpofed to liften to teraisi^f ac- 
commodation \ nor were the princes at all avttfe to reafona- 
blc propofitions. A truce was figned till the month of Sef^ 
umber in the following year, in which time feveral conle- 
rcnces wcreAeld between the two powers. At laft the affair 
was fubmicted to the arbitration of two German princes, and 
the deputies of four of the hanfe-towns } but on conditiqjn that 
if they couhl not come to anyidecifion, the final determination 
fhould be left to the dukes Bernard of Brunfwick^ and Bugif^ 
laui of Ponurania. It was alfo agreed, that, during the truce, 
both fides Ihould acl:ually lay down their arms, as if in the 
midft of profound peace ; that no annoyance fhould be given 
to commerce, cr the fubjedls of either power, and that no new 
fortrefles (hould be eredted. 

The appointed day being come, the king’s depillies did 
not appear \ they were driven to fea by a ftorm, and detained 
a day beyond tho time propofetk Pleafed with an opportunity 
of breaking off the conference, the Holftein princes took in- 
firuments of thrir having appeared to the day, and departed. 
Thus all the endeavours of the bifiiop of Lubec to eftabliik- 
peace were rendered abortive, by an accidenwon the one fidc^ 
and from want of inclination on tbe*other (A). 

The Hof/tiinen did not remain lor.g«ina£liye, after this 
open declaration of their intentions. They did not, however, 
in their own perfons commence the firft hoflilitles ; that would 
be too palpable a violation of the truce ; it was (ufficient for 
them that the Frijons^ their aUies/lmade incurfions into the 
king’s territories. An attempt was to favpx\ft$toaMide^ 

(A) It was about this time though ^^'j^rince was ftmngly 
that Eric received Martin the ioclined to^patronige ImrnSig 
fiftk*s decree for fouodina an and feipnee, the continual wars 
pniverfity in hb dominions, in which he was engaged, ,pre- 
with the fame prmleges as that vent^ the execution m his 
of Parist Nexcepubg only tfaeo- jefts, until Chrifiian L pnt ^ 
logy, which the Deam were re- finilhing ftroke to them (f )«. 
quired to fndy But 

(«) fman, /, b. 
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• £«tre& ibelofig^ to the vchtMfliop of Sl^’d, who bad 
joiiMd nto Sritf mit it proved unfuccersful. 

• Hu irritated with the prince’s obftinaqr, ag^in todc A. D. 
arms, and made an attempt to recover Ftmireni but finding 1419. 
that did inhabitants joined with die Holfitmm to oppofe his 
landing, be relioquiihed thedefign, .landed hft troops at HtU 
Sgtrbttiun^ and made terrible incurfions into the country 
rjjygd OU^iiiA and fFolJiadt % after pillaging thofc two ci> 
ties^ focoungea by the laree booty, he renewed his attempt 
on Femtrm^ Mt was repuUed, and infolendy treated by the 
fcofis of dhe iahabitantsi This treatiaent wrought the king 
up to the hi^ieil pitch of rage ; he exhorted his foldiers ei- 
ther to revenge the affi’ont, or perifli in the atteniy. Another 
onfet was made with fuch defperate fury, that a landing was 
eflTedled, and the inhabitants driven from the ihore with great 
daughter tewhich advantage w|s immediately faccngded by the 
'redu&ion of the whole i&nd, and the fevere punilhment of 
feveral of the leading perfons among the inhabitants. The 
country was pillagei^ the villages let on fire, churches de- 
firtiyed, married women and virgins given up to the lull of the 
ibldien, and every dilbrder committed, that raee and the 
power of revenge could difiate. The citsidel of Gmmbeck alone 
remaiilbd unconquered ; and it was attacked with fo much vi- 
gour, that the gartifon furtendered prilbners of war in left than 
two days. • • , 

PONTANUS makes mention of a treaty concluded this »*■ 
year, between Eru and Viuld^ king of Polgnd and duke of 
Lithuania *. In this they engaged mutually to defend each 
other againft all enemies, efpecially the knights of the Trau- 
tic order. It was alfo ilipulated, ^at when either king in- 
fringed the treaty^ their fuUeds ihould be abfolved from their 
allegiance; that neither would declare war, .or conclude 
peace, without the confent of the other. That all conquefis 
Ihould remain with thofe to whom they belonged; that is, 
with the par^ who c^^ld produce the moft authentic docu- 
meats of right ; booty Ihould be divided equally be- 

tween both natio^.i^ that neither party (hould claim to be 
ttuahmki for jjj^^pences of manwng to the affiflance of 
the othc(s» 

On die other band, Eru publiflied a writing that furniflied 
loom fpr fpecolatien. It regarded the dowry of his queen, 
but is not material , to our de%o, faither tb|p that it created a 
fiiipicton in the minds' of the people, that was defiiOus 
of extending bjs prerogative!, ano rendering tfiinfelf indepen- 
dent on the diet of tte ftates. 

* L. ix. 
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Ali; this time the Holfteincn were in arms, and tteletag 
was meditating how to come to a decifive afiion wl|h them* ^ 
This he attempted near Immerfwed^ and was defeai&d vith * 
great lofs, infomuch that his flight became a proverb. Jit Imr 
merfwed the Da^es were driven to the devil A^thoug1\tbfa 
defeat did not terminate the war, it occafioned a fufpenfion of 
Roftilicics, and produced a truce, in order ro (pttle prelimina- 
ries for a peace. Umpires were choien, and the whole afirr 
of the dutchy of Slefwick again canvaiTed. 
had confirmed the feiitence palled by the archKfliop of Rof- 
ehildy at the diet ; it was indeed agreeable to law, but a very 
difputablc pennt in equity. However, the princes had urged 
no pnanrwefkble arguments why it fhould be repeated, and 
they now rather cholb to decide the difference by the fword. 
They had confented to a truce, only to prevent increafing the 
number of their enemies by tireir obftinacy ; but* they em- 
braced all occafions of frullrating the intention of it. Eric 
perceived this, and accordingly equipped a flebt with defign 
to invade the ifland of ^Ifen. Here he met with little fuccefs 
or honour $ the troops were repulfcd in attempting ro land ; 
Ivar Brutky admiral of the fquadron, died on Ihipboard, and 
at laft a llorm difperfed and (hactered the whole fleer^ Nor 
was Etic more happy in an attenipt on the herring fifherson 
the coaft of Schnen ; for the Fandal cities, apprized of his 
delign, lent powcVfuI fuccours tb their countrymen : at the 
fame time a fquadron from Hamburgh ravaged the coafts of 
North yutiandy and took three of the king's (hips. 

It muft \>c owned, that Eric had a better turn for civil po- 
licy than for military operations : in the latter^e was feldom 
fuccersful, but alnioit always in the former. Sundry whole- 
ibme regulations were made in fevcral citKs *of Denmarky and 
the police of Copenhageny in particular, placed on the beft 
footing. One law was pafled prohibiting mechanics to be 
raifed to the dignity of confuls or fenators ; another, depriv- 
ing the populace of the right they aflliiTjed of depofing their 
magifirates ; and a third, whdreby thc^ ;^?i!^vas endowed with 
all the privileges granted to Lwiden Bcfides 

thefc, feveral private regulations for the goofe<'rder of the city 
were made, but though excellent in tbemfelves, thcjr fcarce 
meric attention in a general hifiorv. ^ 

As to ^rms, every new attem[^ of EriJo produced frefii 
difgraces, ' SondeMi was long befirged by his troops, without 
making any confiderable progreb in its reduction. Cremme* 
who commanded the Demsy wearied opt WTtfa the length 

^ 1, V. p^^i. p* 10 ^. 
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places. /No ahnoyance was given the befieged, while be 
' wis fixing the ladders ; but as Toon as they perceived the 
trcnchp filled, and the ladders crowded with foldiers, they 
paiyed facn quantities of j^urntng pitch, and heaps of Wge 
iloiies upon them, as killed and wounded great numbers, oq« 
cafioned the ucmoft confulion among the Danes^ and gave an 
opportunity to the befieged to make terrible deftrufrion with 
their orrbws,, without any danger to themfelves. In a word, 
the fiegeiifii||IUifed, after it had coft Crommedic near half his 
arnw. 

The Dattts were alfo obliged to raifc thcfiege of Domingo 
on hearing that Henry of Brvnfwick bad tbrownTn fupplies of 
men, ammunition, and provifion. They likewife loft Hader- 
fithen^ taken by the fame prince. Eric was every where dif- 
comfited afld difgraccd ; he endeavoured therefore to repair his 
loiTes by forming powerful alliances. The firft he concluded , 
was with the cities of Vandalia. With thefe he ftruck up a 
treaty oftenfivc and defeniive, ifitended to be perpetual, as the 
king included all his fucceftbrs, and the magiftrates of the 
towns, with all their defeendants. The cities engaged in this 
alliance were Lulec^ TVifmar^ Rojieck^ Siralfundy Lumnhnrg^ 
Gripfwald^ and Anclam ; all of which ftipulated, that inde* 
pendent of this treaty, they ftiould have liberty to perform all 
prior engagements to other princes and ftafbs. 

In the next place Eric fent complaints to the pope, the cm- A. D. 
peror, and neighbouring princes, of the obMnacy of the Hoi* 1423. 
Jlein family, which refufed all ternfis of accommodation, and 
violently retairi^ the dutchy of Slefwickj though legally an- 
nexed to the crown of ^Denmark, His remonftranccs gained 
him the friendftiiiToft almoft all the princes ancTcitics Co whom 
he had wrote i Hamburgh alone continuing firm »to her en- 
gagements to the Holfieiners^ Among others, the duke of 
Lunenburg poblifhed an edi£l, prohibiting all his fubjeAs, under 
heavy penalties, to inlift in the Htfljltm fervice, or any way 
to aftift them agufffUi/bc crown of Denmark, 7 "he re^ncy 
of Luhec went faff^ri/TTbey wrote 16 the Holjiein nrinces, 
acquainting thqaerthat his Danijh majefty had laid before 
,them clftain complaints, which they muft fubmit to arbitra-* 

' Wipn, or ftand the confequence rf their joining the whole 
power ^ the banfe- cowns to the kind's forces, to procure re* 
dre6 of grievances, now become sn^pportibte^ throu||b tbeir 
obftmacy. To this they were anfwemd W the Holfiein nobi- 
lity, that akhoogh it was notorious their Itfrds were in pofief- 
(ion of Zlefwick^ duke Gerhard having obtained the inveftiture 
of that dutchy vjfoiD kin^OkuSi there feeuicd no necef- 
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iity Cor fubmitting to arbitration an affiik which ad^ttctf ^ 
no difficulty. \ 

On the other band, the inhabitants of Diibmar/b^hM^ 
the princes to reftore Slefwuk^ and threatened, in cafe of refu« 
fal, to declare |n favour of Eric. They receivW the fame 
anfwer as the Lubcckirs^ and feemed perplexed in what ofan- 
n£r to ad, as the point in quefiion was a cafe of rightu which 
th^y could not pretend to decide. 

JOHN^ archbilhop of Lubcc^ armed with ^ jpope> au- 
thority, purfued the Ueps of his predeceiTort al^^efi^€avottred 
to negotiate a peace ; but with as little fuccefs as fuch an at- 
Umpc had hitherto met with. At lad the emperor, at Eric% 
requed, kw^'Rumpoldy duke of Silefta^ to take cognizance of 
the affair in hts name. Rumpold paffed through Ltd>ec to 
Eletijpurg, While he refided at this laft place, the Hcljivnirs 
attacked the town, forced open the gates, and fotn became 
mafters of the garrifon. The German deputy was not dif- 
eoncerted with this violence. He went up to the princes, and 
told them, that he was come Iw the emperor's orders in qua- 
lity of a mediator ; that hts inltrudions were firft to vifit the 
king, of whofcrgood intentions, and pacific difpofition, he 
was (atisfied ; fo that he had no doubts of effeding an accom- 
modation advantageous and acceptable to both parties. He 
exhorted the princes heartily to embrace the fame fentimems^ 
and to labour in bringing over *the nobility and princes of 
their houfe to terms of peace, fo falutary and neceflary. His 
eloquence wrought fuch an effed, that the princes yielded to 
the force of his arguments, and tonfented he fhould purfiie 
his journey to the king. RumpMy and the bcfliopof Luhec^ 
prevailed on Eric to grant an interview to Henry of Holfiein'i 
and things weft in an excellent train, wkeir the death of the 
German deputy put a Aop to the negotiation : for though tbo 
emperor immediately fupplied his place by another, into 
whofe hands the king put all the papers and proofs relative to 
the dutchy in quefiion, yet the princes of Heifiein refufed to 
produce their titles, and in effed brokr.^a;.the treaty. 

In the year 1424, the king made through Peme^ 

rania to efiablifh fome regulations, and cAiclude certain trea- 
ties with the princes and cities of that country. FrosA dience 
be went to Buda^ by the emperoi^s invitation, to be prefent at 
the decifion of the difpute concerning SUfimek. Accoiding 
to CrantT^^ £rfedted Henry and his brothers to at^d at 
this judgment. On the contraryt the Dmijb hiftorians al- 
ledge, that Ibnry went tfakher, contrary to the advke of big 
council, who were of opinion that, as a prince of the em- 
pire, be could not be cited out of the bounds of the empire* 

’■'3 JT. 
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mfviesJOitf looked upoa his ■imperial tnftjefly at ft pfftUftl 
judgCf wi therefore aivited Ipmy to fubmit hit caufe to the 
pope, w that as it will, Sigifmund pronounced fentence otl 
the tS»entf -eighth dav of Jimr, in the fdlowing manner : 

THht fttl Setabjutkndf containing the cities of S^wick^ Get- 
and others, together with the Dmifi foreft, the illalid 
^ jUfiH, and the province vulnrly called FriftheidtHf with ^ 
tbeir ri&ts a^ dependencies, mould henc^orward be annexed 
in liul crown of Denmark ; that the king be put 

in immraiate poi9elBon of the faid dutchy and dependeocim i 
and the H^wis.prlnces, Henry, jfd^phus, and Gerhard, nei- 
ther have nor lay claim to anv right over ally part of the 
faid dutchy- The Helflein annals add, that, after pacing this 
fentence, the emperor offered, in the king’s name, in order 
to facilitate an accommodati^, to cede to them the ifland of 
Laaland, together with a lum of three hundred thoulftiid 
marks s but the princes rqefied the propofftion *. * 

Herb it was that Eric reiblved upon a pilgrimage to PaUf- 
tine, which he only deferred to attend the coronation of queen 
Sophia. This religious progrefs had almol) coft him dears 
for he was led into a fnare by an artful Syrian, and forced to 
extriAte himfelf by the immediate payment of a large furo of 
money. Nor was this the only bad confequence of this un- 
feafonable journey. The abfence of princes is generally in- 
jurious to their rubje£ls, and it proved fo to the Danes. He 
had appointed the queen regent of the kingdom, and advan- 
tages were taken of a female government. On the one fide, 
the bilhap of^Arhus claimed jurifdiftion over certain lands, 
which the king bad committed in truft to bis predeceflor. 

This difpute, however, was amicably termiftated by certain 
mutual conceflions. On the other fide, the Hglftein princes 
were dil&tisfied with the emperor’s award, although they pro* 
mifed to ftand by it. Th<7 complained loudly, and fentam- 
ba&dors to pope Martin V. of whom they obtained an order 
for the bilbop and a certain cardinal, whofe name 

is not mentione||;i^^,jiake cognizance afrelh of the dilate, 
and revife the pafled ^ Sigi/miosd> 

In this fituauon of affairs Erie returned to his donunions^ . _ 
and immediately confeoted to an interview with the princes ^ 
ftt Eknfinrg, where party fitouM be attenckd 1^ fimr 
affiftants, two ecclenafttcs, and as mang hucs,^wbe fiiould 
exert all their endeavours to bring this tedious afl^ to an 
gmicable and definitive iffiie. Nmiitg, howevta, lefiilted 
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from the congrefs. The king refufed to grant the in^fiitura 
of the dutcby, but as a perfonal fief ; and the princes \nfified 
upon having it hereditary. Such was the conrequen€ef\>f that 
imprudent grant of 0 /aus^ that intailed an expenfiv^ and. ruin** 
ous war on his fueceflbrs. Both Odes were obftinate^ and fc* 
coprfe was had again to the Avoid, the final reibrt of 
princes. £nc railed a powerful army, without declaring sts 
deftination, or indeed intimating where the ftornri would faU't 
but the princes, rightly judging that his preparaupos werein-v 
tended againft them, took meafures for ftandiii|f% their own 
defence. Not contented with reinforcing the garrifons of 
SUJwick and Geitorp, they new> modelled the fortifications of 
the former, aiia drew a deep ditch around. To give an ap- 
pearance of juAice to their caufe. they publifhed manifefloes, 
Setting forth their willingneis to end the difpute by arbitration, 
ai8 was plain from the letters obti^ined from his holiffefs, ap- 


t pointing the biihop of Cologne umpire. After giving this glofs 
to their own condudl, they folicited the Vandal cities to arm 
in their favour ; and found means to perfuade them that juf- 
tice was wholly on their fide ; for what could be more extra- 
ordinary, faid they, than that an emperor of Germany^ where 
all fiefs are hereditary, ihould judge that Slefwick alone^was 
perfonal. Yet all their rcafoning would have made but a 
flight imprelfion, had not the Hainhurgers^ conftant in their 
attachment to the hbufc of HdJleJh^ reprefented to them the 
injury that would arife to their commerce from the oppreflion 
Of the princes, anfl jhe increafed power of the kin^ $ de- 
monftrating, that the only method of terminating a deftruc- 
tive war was to hold the ballance equal, by whiclV means both 
parties would f9on tire of military bj^crations, and return ‘ 
with cagernefs to trade, agriculture, and iVhdtever could re- 
pair the lofles and poverty confequent on the war. An al- 
liance with Holfitin was ftruck up \ but before they declared 
war, they fent deputies to the king, in the name of all the 
bans towns, exhorting him to conclude ^ce. Eric replied, 
that he was ready to ftand by the cmper^^>^i^lon : the de- 
. ^ puties returned with this anfwer, and ttRmi^rn was afignal 
j to the cities for declaring war.. 

Erie enters entered Slepvick with a powerful 

Slefwkk with which he hoped foon to rcducif the princes to rca- 

« tkird ton. Immediately he inverted SUfvouk zvA Gotte/rp^ and drew 
timu W lines, which fecuretP him againrt the attacks of the Holjiem 
army without. Both faeges were pulhed with great vigour; 
the cities and the cities would probably have been forced to furrender, in 
Slefwick fight of their army, had not Eric fuddenly broke up his camp, 
mnd Got- 00 receiving menacing letters from the Vandal cities, in w^hich 
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Aey toM him, that, finding all their remonftrances td him* ^ 
deipifef, they determined to join with his enemies, and oblige 
him by^orce to hearken to reaibnable terms of accommoda* 
tion. • It was in vain that Erie wrote circular letters to the 
hasis*towns in his own vindication : thefe had no other efiefi; 
than exciting popular jumults in the cities, which ended^in 
the deftruAion of one or two of their magiftrates ; but pro- 
*tiueed 410 falutary efFedls to Eric 

£*arly te the fpring the Fandal cities fent a ftrong fleet to 
fca, which committed dreadful ravages on the coafis of Den^ 1427* 
mart, Gerhard of Holftetn commanded this fleet, and his Van- 
brother Hmiy was at the head of an army, witi^whtch he laid dal citits 
fiege to Ftensburg^ where he was killed with me {hot of znarmin 
arrow ; a blow which had almoft proved fatal to his family. ^ 
Imftiediately his army was feized with the utmoll conftema- Holfliein. 
tion ; the foldiers difbanded^themfelves, notwkhftanding all 
the promifes and intreaties of Adolphus^ who put himfelf at « 
their head. On this occafion might be feen what had fre- 
quently before been obferved, the deftiny of the general de- 
termining the fate of a whole army. A general rout began; 
and the auxiliary troops of Hamburg and Lubic^ who the mo- 
menubefore had (hewn inconceivable ardour, were now the ' 
firft to lead the flight. 

ERIC^ in the mean tlme| gained fomeconfiderable advan- 
tages at fca. His fleet defeated a fquadron of Vandal fhips : 
after which fuccefs t\it Danes attacked thirty merchant- 
men, all of whom they tqpk or deftroyed,*after an obftinate 
engagement ; yet was he no lefs defirous than before of ac- 
pommodating^matters w|lh the hans-towns. He knew their 
power, and the difficufty he would have in re^pcing the houTe 
of Heljlem\ fiipport^d by fuch an alliance. Even his vidories 
^(Forded no fatisfadlion, fince they more firmly 'rivetted the 
^ans-towns to Holftein. He therefore not only wrote himlelf^ 
but induced the tm^xox, Sigifmund to exert all his influence 
and authority with thofe cities, in bringing them to a right 
underllanding vikfh^ Chnmark \ but neither arguments, in- 
fluence, nor the irjpcml authority, could prevail. Sigi/mund'a 
menaces (ervecMSiiy to inflame them the more, and made them 
write lifkrp letters to Ericj that breathed nothing but war and 
vengeance \ • 

The emperor, who thought his honour was engaged in 
condudii^ this afFair, and who was partitflilarly incenfed at a 
war undertaken to fniftrate the efie^ of his fehtence, now 
revived to go through with the work he had begun. Accord- 
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^ Tbi li0(ify of Cteitmark. I , 

ihgly he tent Nicolas Stocky one of the lords of hiitl&^ehaM« 
Tke m- to negotiate a peace. The ambaflador let ouC^for La* 
feror «r- where be declared to the fenate his imperial majefty’s in- 
Mates a ftrufiions. He jet forth, that his mafter was cxtrfcmeiy cxat 
perated at the war declared againft Denmark^ to the great pre* 
jddice of all Chriftendom : that he W:ll» aftonilhed the fubjefia 
of the empire (hould, without his confent or knowledge, tal^ 
arms to prevent the execution of an imperial dccree> contrary 
to the laws and conflitution of the empire. He exhorted 
them to recal their fleets, disband their armies, and confent 
to a truce for flx months, during which a general peace miglrt 
be negotiated^on an amicable footing. Stock concluded with 
reprefencing to the fenate, that it was their intereft in parti- 
cular not to oiFend againft the laws of the empire, or to jpeur 
the dirpleafure of his imperial majefty, from whom they de- 
duced fo many advantages. He next went to the Holjlein 
princes, and urged the fame arguments to them s but without 
eftcdl. He then returned to Lubec^ and demanded the fenate's 
final refolution. This however they declined, under pretepce 
of its being requifltc to know the king*8 difpofition before they 

f ave their anfwer. Stocky who was indefatigable in executing 
is commiifion, fet out for Denmark^ and found Eric the 
very fentiments' he could wiOi. That prince delired nothing 
fo much as peace > he granted full powers to Stock to appoint 
a congrefs for adjefttng preliminaries. Accordingly the am* 
bailador fixed upon FUmhurg i but this the Holfteimrs baughtU 
ly rejected, demanding that the congrefs might fit at Nicof* 
ing^ which was granted. A truce was agreed upon, and eve^ 
thing feemed to confpire in bringing about the much wilhedl^ 
for reconciliation. a ^ 

Treaty This, however, proved otherwife. , Without regar^ii^ 
iroke off. the furpenfion of hoftilities,' the Vandal and HolJlAn fleol 
committed the mod terrible diforders, burning and plunder- 
ing the Danijh coafts and (hipping, giving quarter neither to 
men, women, nor children. Eric was (h^ked with this per- 
fidy \ but he refolved to fupprels his r6leri^«.nc, and wait the 
efie^ of StocEo negotiation. A fafb con^y. was demanded 
for the deputies ; but, far from attending to the iflue" of the 
congrefs, or the articles of the truce, the confederates fent 
another fleet to fea, with twelve thoufand fighting men, be- 
iides feamep, on ^ard. Their defigh was to lay fiege to 
Cofanhagm ; but the coafts were fo well guarded by Aekitig^s 
Sat the enemy found a defeent impradicable. Inftead 
of lofing courage and pre&nce of mind at the fight of fb for- 
midable an armament? all the inhabitants of Zealand^ and the 
other iflands, were ailembltd, armj put iiitb the bands of all 

tholhl 



j, Denmark; ^ 3tf 

Aele «|o were iMe to ufe them, andrewardi promifai ^ ail * 
tbofe Wno lltottid acquit themfelves fatis&dorilv in the iie> 
fence df their country. By thb animated condu^ all the 
enemy’s attempts were baffled, and not a fingle Vandal or 
IfManer landed on the iflands *. * 

‘<X‘he pirates were m^re fuccersful in Bchtnen and Ktrtvof ; ^ 

for ai^r having pillaged and reduced Landferom to allres, they py^.- * 
'^oa*poflfeffioo of Ber^et and then retired with an immente 


hoatf to fVifiiur, Their lawlefs condud, indeed, began to Ltbt 
raife apprehenforns in the Heljltia princes and Vandai citiesj Vandal 
that the emperor would put them under the ban of the em* JUttt. 
pire. In order to appeafe bis wrath, they had ^pcoorfe to in> 
treaties and fuf^lications, it being hnpoffible to excufe or pal- 
liate adions fo contrary to the law of nature and nations. 

Thby publilhed a manifefto, fetting forth, that their view in 
declaring war againft Dtnmitfk was only to preferve their own 
rights and liberties, without intending to countenance the * 
do£lrine of the Hnj^es^ or protefl pirates, whom they beheld 
as the pefts of fociety, and the enemies of mankind in ge- 
neral. They farther declared their readinefs to obey the fee 
of Rom, his imperial maje%, and to alEft againft the bere- 
ticks^f Bohemia. They affirmed, that contrary winds, and 
hot inclination, had prevented their deputies from attending 
the appointed congrefs at F^lfterbe: that t^ey were now ready Pre pe fah 
to attend wherever his imperial majefty Ihould command j ^ ^,4, ^ 
but they intreated him to confider, that, be^g the kinfman oltbe H^. 
his Danijh majefty, he wa^ an impropinr ju^e of their dif- ftein 
putes, ilnce it would be impoffible to avoid fome partiality mprintu. 
yavour of tboi'e with u^fm we are conneded. They there- 
jfbre intreated him to name fome other Geman prince for 
om^, .of to leave the decifton of the whole {Hfpute to his 
^linefi. Finally, they requefted the biflibp oCkatzburg to 
forward dieir requeft to the imperial throne. 

In conlequence of this manifefto the emperor publUhed a 
decree, refoling to acknowledge die author!^ of the pope, or 
any other power|foi»ti'al or temporal, over civil aifeirsi whhin 
his jurifdidion. ^He forbid ecclefi^ics from at all med- 
dling prith diMTifierence between Denmark and Htlfiiin^ it 
being d cafe purely civil; and commanded the princes of 
Br,eaidtnhurg and LAunbnrg to a^ £m with all tbrir forces, 
ai^ by tmj way poffiUe houfe of HMein to toh- 

mit fo dm iofoetial decree. Stgi/mnad^ pioceedmgi indimed 
the pope fo wididrayr dm comauftson he had graiited the 
of Cdegnt s Bil4 however, die l&lfleinen continued 
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X ' Bed b claim; but to Ibtw their defire of CMnptyiflgividi^;^' 

^ commands, they confented to the conference ep- 
pointed at Nicopin^j and attended there in perfon ; hut rarled 
ib many obilruifliofis, that nothing was detennined| th| king 
leaving the final cdecifion to the emperor, and the princesjto 
thffpol«-(A). ' ^ 7 ■ 

About this time the queen, encouraged by her fucceS in 
defence of Copenhagen^ and prote£):ion of the iflands, cefoijred- 
to avenge the afFioiic. She equipped a fquadron, on hoard 
which £e embarked fourteen hundred land-fbrces, ordering 
them to pillage and deftroy all the country rouhd Stralfund. 
Courage is pot always attended With fucccls. The enter- 
prize was attempted with (pirit, and the Stralfund fleet was' 
vigoroufly attacked by ihcDtf«/j; but receiving ftrong and 
siifli jfeet feafonablc reinforcements, they became fuperior in fo^ce^ 
dejeattd. made three hundred of the kiitg’s troops prifoners^ and de- 
^ ifrqyed fome of his (hips, the red: efcaping under favour of 
the night. This mifearriage aiHi£led the king in a very fen- 
fible manner. He blamed the queen for it, which (he took 
fo much to heart, that it is juflly reputed the caufe of her 
death, which hiippcned Toon after. No princefs was ever 
more regretted by her fubje^fs, or admired by all for the mo- 
deration, fweetnefs, and true magnariimity of her temper ; ^ 
but it was when too late that Eric began to entertain a due * 
fenfe of her merit. * 

A. D* In the beginning of the following year the cities of StraU 
1430* fund and R^ockt 'wearied our with a tedious war, concluded a ' 
Stralfund f^parate peace with Denmark^ wftch they promifed to keep 
and Rof- inviolable. Negotiations were fet on foot for accommodating^ 
tock make Q^atters with tljp other cities ; but tm f proved abortive, ana 
**^^^^ho(itlitic 8 continued as ufual. A 'admiri^l attacked 

four Lubee merebant-ihips, richly I^iden, three of which be 
took, the fourth efcaping with difiiculty into the Trove, 

This year an ambai^ arrived from Hemy ^'' 1 . of England^ 
demandinga renewal of the ancient «>.iiance between the two 
crowns* ^ he ambailador was cbaiged in particular w'ith in- 
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(A) folates, that 

this year' incurred the ill will' of 
his (libjefEls,«by cctniog large 
fums of money greatly below 
Ae ftandardi The qneeaobferv- 
tng the efl^B this produced on 
the minds of the people, found 
memr without the king’s 


knowledge, to proenre a new 
comage compenfated the 
ladimelsof the former. Other 
writers place this event three or 
(bar yeais earlier : but we chulh 
to follow the authority of the 
elaborate and iearned Pontamn, 




ifllwrin done to ^£iig 0 omt* * 
duidb fagpli^ Nmimf* £rit\ aniWer to tbe 

AMUtticbYreaioBiliMM wa l^ted and fenfibte. vii^ 

^tc» the honour of hia cilf^wn, without deregaing from the 
eeQ^doe lbiriin^.* in 'e word* the aUiutc^wa renewed (■ 
fatttlBie grievanca eoaphundd of remained untedteflM, he- 
ir reqiaed the pftiifhmeot of certain fiibjedi (tf Ui# 
ctpw»ofiir«nMgr. 

- TAl ShrantiM of fiich an alliance wen rather imaginary ^ truN 
dan rea)» anj^shad dtqr been mote benehcnT, would be more 
than compenfia^ by tm ioiGs on dte odier iide. Fiu^un 
wa fiuprifed by die and tlw citadel clofely in- 

vefted, when Brie found neana to duow in failBnable fii^ 
plica. Notwithfianding tbia, .the princea* now in pefleBon 
of dt^ciqr* obftinaitely porfifi^ in befoging the fattit 6 i aid 
at length the garrifon wa foic^ to funenda, after fubfifting 
for wwlct upon the flefli of dogs and horfos. , 

It wa now expeded that the flama of ww wouM have X. D. 
bhoed out with redoubled vigour { but it happened otherwife. 141a. 
Tfaeifoi&Mdrrr. profiting by the diftutbanca in die Norti^ Tfo 
and eyer watchful of every opportunity of egttnding their raiMUf^ 
commerMf had eftablifhed a footing in the Baitie. Au of zftrpaa, 
liidden tAeirtrade. became fu ronf^erdde* that they ttaflkkcdto 
all tbe ports of Livnia, and Prujm { a brar^ of 

trade formerly engrafira by thohanie-tosma.* It wa tbia that 
^ opened the eyes of Use Faiulal cide^ and made them now 
demand peace more «:a?aly than cv« thm had fought war> 

"^heir deputies were iironed.-ately font to Jw^tn, where they 
ci^luded a truce for five yearst Airu^ which proper mea* 

*fiim fhould te co!.'>- ‘•tVior eftabliflung a fidid and firm 
peace. A o^igrefoo’fti nnted to meet fiat tMa purpofent 
Snmiwrgt and libr'i > m was in tbe mean date mutually 
permitted. 

. • thatifirw appmnted conuntfoneiVf 
towards rhe clofc c in» ;'car, to termiiiaR the diftrence be- 
tween foe erv-v- ' of They met foe 
.Et^UJk amba«»uorr »; ' fiotitirgi and here it was agreed, 

^tbat the guuu fbooid gwe mutual fodsfoc- 

doD> anddndemtw^ ' .lies tocach odiet : that all priionen 
fhr^ be mutual': jaMx that petfiMw, of citber luttian^ 
trading conimiy to law, flioidd Jfo* p u nMto i d by deadi : finally, 
diat pwpetual ami^ (boald fofafift hwwmuijjfo n n ^ o n s, and 
mutual afSfbmcebegiv4m,«fonnvfi>«d*^^'*«)uidie fifft. 
treaty concluded between rS^gfoad ahd Dtmmri fine* dw 

' ^Oirraii. 1. 1*. 
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• * Anw «ut of Enghmi% mImAii 

prefly neotiaiiefl by ibe D«mfi» or Ai<yd!yAbiHkMiai% vAniffA 
ceoMierce bad been carried on long MOra between^iihe nMi^* 
noitom. (t night poffibly have beta too nconfidc^e ttri 
. jj merit a partkaii* treaty. ^ . c.. ' 

' * NaxT year the congreis fat iR StoMmji but notbii^^'irif 

Cennefi <J»acluded. ^ Both parties were too biudi inftamed with' paf^ 
at ^in- teafon coolly on their intereft : accordii^y • 

bofff. rogued, and fixed for the following year, wbea it waa iiD|>eA 
tbeir mutual refentments would fimide. It q^ea^, hy ErU^ 
satfwer to the deputies from StralJ^nit that Kolihd not forgot 
the hoflilities committed on bis boafls, and the h^rin dwe 
to bis fubjras by the troops of that city. They now de> 
manded the liberty of trading wkh i^mewri on the fame 
footing as before the war; anti to thk the king repUedf tfoit 
tliey ought to refledbhow lately they had put foi^ Dana to' 
, death in cool blood, whole relations and* friends now breafliedl' 
vengeance j that for the reft, provided they would run the 
haaard, he had no okjedion to their trading in hn ports ^ 
but he thought this notice due to hb own reputation, as he 
could not anftver for the confequences. 

Cemflaiati Ahotir this time certnn difturbances appeared in^ntnfor, 
againft which at firft gave the king but little uneaflnefs, as thqr 
Eric in were only the murmurs of a few individuals never to. he fa- 
Sweden, tisfied. This at laft was the view in which the court repre> 


fented it, though in faS the whole nation complained lowHy 
of the ektorthms of the gpvemors appointed by the king jf 
while the court, contrary to Ihc treaty of CitWMn, refkft'*'. 
conftantly in Dtnmark. They tieated tM people' like flav^,' 
and conduced themfekes like petty tyrantsi defpotic in pte- 
poitioa to thb duration and flmita. of their aoiberity, Bwnyt 
day the evil increaftd, new taxes were arbitrarily impbfed^ahiw 
rigidly levied. The people carried their complaints to 
timne, paiticularfy agaiim bet they were 

hnpprudently rge£led| with, marks of cotNempt, ^tt ^ e ri mt 
, infupportawe to the ^rit of thki ftee and'vmike npikMw 
. The DaUegrKiks broke out into open inveiEkives, and Enj^ 
^ for/, amdrlfeman of mnk, influence, an d- cer . m g e , und Cstode 


Mr/, a mdrlfeman of mnk, influence, an d- cer . m e e , und cstode 
i^^^l'^^'^tegoovw'm.lhnninriaiid-pleaidth^ cau(^ efe'ihtfepkfly'* 
- aecttfed before 'thekmg,*m»d:oSined- tniMfce bieliead 
if be'dM-not.undeiriaMy'piovpcvery material eitcumfianoeof' 
tiw charges bw ranmnftranee was not attogathes* 

without cAeA. Erit wrote 16 the Afiatwto fend' {Bmcr pern 
fim to -ingutre eboAiA^ biA'Wtthntt*' di|)ladlw 

him before he was foun|4 guiln Iw thc court, and a ^weiu 
comfiifiioa ifltied fte thM putpew. Tlmdcputics went to Qa^- 


deputies went to 

ori«r. 



ipikf of divMkaii 0f fMWilte * 

Wif lapjiiipBH I iiifMm«fiUk£ifp^f«rrr(nok)e«ri^ 

•Wttktt-jttoaiiit, iuMl*i (to iblidt faiil femoval xad punifltfitidtt. 
vTba 'hte im diidi «dour aod firoedoA of fpeech, that 
^'“Jung fami hin h» prdjpieOf and orderad him to leavO 
imrd. '**-'Tliat I wU4 itplM JSiigt&tutf but to retdni iii 
*' a&fe wutt mamwR** * * ' 

cm watehfitl of their lUterties. and P>i<cafo 
tlto a t to to w d toto j awto ^ op ptetB»it> wtiie no fooncr informed f'* . 
«f £a!F«K»‘i'M«iM|Kion, thto|:(haf de^red of redrefi without 
Oohaimof'gMiMMiiiMm. IrwaadiwneforeredUveid to throw off 
ft )foin becoaM hiii^ponablet and rathdf wdk fNee men ^ ^ 

with their aim in OMir hantlay than toIhralUce mvea undet 
dhe liOi of qtraftfiyb They adieoibted kisgrtotti numberst ehoft 
Engi&trt ibrthtif kider, ent er ed 'Ond determined 

to extermidatB all thd Dami 9 ImnmiMd^the fenate wai 
aknited at their proce^ings; they went in perfon to pre. • 
hail' on die DaktmrlUso to reteow to th^ doty, but cohid 
prevail onfy on eoadi^m, thae ttRy flaould be tneempted fiom 
all taxea, and obedience to Jtfin. 

KowivBn fomidable fiieh an ihditredKort* might appeat 
to othei^ certain ieia, it gave the btng no gyeat difturbance. 

Nothing caUa nmre hwdiy for the attention of a prince than 
the juft comphnnw of an imared people ; but Srii Wat 
wrapt up 'in n^oMtiont, ana wbtdiy oi^dEied fnwdht for 
thoiotei^ of Domord. 'IrtSewi of rmfeming the grievancet 
the Meeariitm', he wav wnfting hit timc^ in ufelefi de- 
wto widt' die Htlfitbt- ta^ntidal depatiet ; nfelefs becaufe 
mbatjuid pn9idHce<iW!q«dbmoad reaidn and intereft. 

-TttS' eowtienaon wwiim tne midcoiitentt laid down their ptkcar- 
tma, wehr fit. h^leat to diet, relying ton the pro- <»»*»- 
tafiden «# the owiit^ he eawted idl -die meant df Vengeance 
ht Jut pctwer, HecolWrived^A«wr tenet, and made it capital 
torefiito payment on a ecraun day, without regard to the 
ahtlity of 'thftddbwoent. 'fide WBt die caufe of a new in- 
funediont hot ftiu the InftiMMeof dm ftnate prevailed on 
tfam ih»» Uj down dielr amwi mjitffut* being lemoved 
ftwm tho fovemmeitt, and n pMmlio made that every de» 
nwod eemhmv widtliW'lboaM he '1^^^ 

, l^aenqiHtoTv ihemed t»be m-nidiilflied* wi|tda a re> 
pmefMWMitod^ditoiheidngrwito pid p w fa g topuiilh (here- 
Iwlliaw ftf dm IktoMrehto/ Immemw^" dity dew e third' 
tiwmtoiMMi, fweadng dwy wwal^'itotertoy ilbenrdown ontil 
^riddmmMwof dmihmild ^^%dl«iftwaedwi^‘ 
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' it dieir heaa ; . than hM j^ f« %^fao w ^^ |y^ 
andeediiced a Meat mimber of fbcn* .fvwdi battikanrar 
whole flocka if peabnti to bis fiand^. The fiob8i» tt 
fFffiwmia jcbtbihmi h/tnmniB^ imUpim^ 

Ao(t line ledvced the whole opuDtiy. Ifie ooeoiid ind^wc^ 
other pravlncei to revolt* or rather Ui pnmifes to ^lUih 
tajBCSy and difinaotle all be fbrtitflcjf erened wf dds hhk and 
his Medecdibn* to fecure thrir aijtheriqr. ,ln a tgrerC dee 
whole kingdom was in a fermentt ud m the cry 

y , oT liberty wu heard over all Swtim, By m^kaMTe^rder the 

kurn xjw sl^hled it to fUclihrratf upon toe means eC 

fui^reffinK^ tumult dangerow 'to g overn men t* Bi^idkrt' 
informed w thu» mstdieu fecredjr at the bead rtf' a of 
troopsy entered the aflembly* aod puUidy dedared, that he. 
waidrtermined to ddiver me oatkm. frpm the y(dm*uader 
which it bid fiToanCd for foms^eefs palled. Heiaidt that from 
, tfaedays of M^nkt the fubjem had been waotoniy opprefied 

wiii ttnes, and er^ofed to all the imuftioe and feveri^ cf 
that petty tyrants could fuegem He addedi bat k 
was dlonilhingbe. fetate* which fiiould be firft in redicffing 
thdh,grievancc8» fflduldremain inadive» and fuftrob^ to 
gathk boAi taurds'which muft neceflautly nefult eyen foom 
be attempt to refcue one*s county from flavery. 'To tbia 
be fenate anfwered. that bn coula hot conceive be honour 
p . conlequent on Withdrawing mir allegiance from a prince to 
' whom bey were bound by folemn oauM. ** The tog, ve-» 
jhttcbu *' Engtllm lharply» has .made promifea by hit coreo^ 
tbtftnatt. ** which he makes^q fcnqikqf breakup. 

** oath is founded on the 'performance of Ms j you pceem 
<* allcgiieice, provided he goyCim "according to law. 'tb» 
** he done to ? Are tbefe govidnors be.*inftnimcnits ofJbuvw 
ful authority? Has be raliiUed by bis ididenGe. among 
** us, the chief article of the treaty of unioo ? Are not-qucs 
** revenues fquandered in Dtnmarif and ourfetves endlsvedl 
** by Danes f Obferve how..wen he has kept hismib, and 
“ yet yon are denied equal libei;|j.’* 

STILL the fenate perlUled In their obedience, and ufed 
many arguments to (hew bow dangerous it was in be kaft fo 
vielate aitoath. . They feki bkt be breach of onavlrrida dM 
ndt abfolw be fo^em feora bcir duty, .fioce inriMt..cafo' 
there woun be art end to all ggveiyiment, it hnng impofibla 
to find a king wWwopld adbm in evc^ particular tohhrpco* 
mifea. In a word, they-,ft6od up for be divine right of h^pi, 
beir independency, and the had !Con^aca6ea.of fobi<)A>nfg,t 
^ beir irondufl to the judgment of beir people. Enraged at 

^ beir difeourfe and aigpmentt in fovour of delpottfm, be,ja- 

» nerms 
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,1 low, ** Tji I 
tR»^ ^bcfliioti tt tyraany* aU who Miife ^ 

,.^ fue^NriidiMr ofiiMied ooumrys iny p(%iard m 
^ briaft of tbe lift mao wto oppofet pub* 

Temfied wkfe the fcnate 

pa^, an a^ «hci^ lOlPU^ their alle^ance to* 

Idiw ■ 

' «#W#£|i£JitrwaMdaeidier nor valour. Hejy^Arm 

hdew Hh myft^toHieie 'ftie hbft of the prcfent temper of the/i» /^mm 

people. Ai9Milihgk tie(hldfldtip(^iiOiiinlbcrof thektng*piw(»i(;/ 
garrHens, peottraMO toftie proHnnof and reduced aM«&r<r. 

Wa^btrgt A!di^|fUiry oad blMitantB of 

SckuuH alone had reiUtttidii to tfpofe ihemfUvea 

agaiiA the goiie^tdneht of icbdHba. "They tpnk amit, and 
determined to dSfpute ^ po^&Q of ftM wakontenti into tina 
province, ingtiiert irew 'vp m amqr wffltin fi|At of them^ 
and boA parda wen feparafed cndv by 4 finatl tmt» Evoy 
hour it was expeded would produce a bloody ' adBon i but 
fome of the notnltty ftom each amy having hdUl a coofe* 

Moaot, a ticaiW of peace anu oonelnded» whe^ die Swti$$ 
aod &toMmr/agreM to live in amfty andlkndftujp } and that* 
if cither of Am renounced this alliance* thqr &otild ^ve 
dmely intimation of their dri^. 

On EagrJWa return be afiSpbled tbe flateigepenlof ihe 
Ungdomt and hereCVvftifii, govdrinor of Itacfom* attended 
in me Idagfaname. Tne great point debated at the diet wae 
utiUty of the king^b fortrefi^ whidi Engtwtrt piomUed 
iqii^emonfli. It broke up in duputes, without odierittoe than 
goddiftne fbn mSttfal aidpetifiiy between the king and his 
peo^. In foppoidng 'the nr^ pretogadve, the ottcen of 
tfaeCfown'^mdfragaiwa their own intereft* perccudng that 
waj tdmdhment of the fcrmer would of courfe invalidai* 
ttolstMt* ' and reduce their ambdrity* unruppoited hj a mill* 
tal^ibvoc, to a mere fludow of po^. 

Au ^ arbSe the king waa tattering bimfelf* that tbn 
(udden tuandty which arofe ftom a guft .w'paSon* would of 
itiW fttbfide into the wiilked-fer tranquillity ; but when he 
was fatmefd thairaie ^wal broke, wimout determimag 
upqnlttMiMbalbrctablifiiiBigpei^ a^ that Uw inaloon- 
•eab were'ftin in nmuit iia denmined to ure lirc^'ind com* 
fNd.diem.io lia ftbeiedfbr tnidi a for* 

nddiddefmtadroo'; hmbeaien would fi^toiuivetidwnpait. 
wMi tfie meada of liberty. Bb jeet Waa feparated in.a 
pdl^'dBd'thetitliiir tbe warn:- Witb^ 

• Poiian. !•». Ptwan. t Ir. 1. ?. ^ 0 / 0 ^^ 
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a^'fiogte fiiip £rac igijtift diiiiculgr 

where be Wai ioHnedUtely invefted hy Eifgtwtrtz li'QM 

difconcerted. t)tn imforttitiMe accident, ht 4l^‘ . 

Utioinz by permailioD what he A>und was tioc to N gnuicd bf<l 
cotafudfion* l$e demandjed le. intervihir with icn0it)i- 
^d cl)ief nobility of the' i^akn ;• anid having this 
granted, he intreated them to acquaint him what Inotivei 
padd indube them to hdte annt ^nft him, «enMime 
the allcgtance they had (worn. With'ooeiveiiD^' ilbe diet ouidc 
asfwcr, that their iatentidin was not tb dire#.idF their tilie* 
^ance, but defend timr liberty ath) the ptivikges which ^ 
^ fwom to imintain'at his corbni^oa. They in* 

ftfted that what they bad done was a^eaUetothelawtof 
nature and nadoos, in tefthnoiqr of which ^ey todtaU fiee 
natbos to wttnefi. ifis majeflyi re^y was’by no jnebns 6- 
tisAifiory} however, a true^'for oiie year, or,*as Mtttrfat^ 
diedges, untij die blowing Ip'iog^ was concluded i *hef 
which Erie returned to Dtmmtri. 

No fooner WM his ioiiqefty departed dian a new diet was 
held at jH/o^voA Er^tl^t declared prince of all Stoeden, 
Cnpdm ftruw widi unexpeded refodution, dilpaldM^ Jct» 
teri to the al^nr&y, acouaintiiig thm that he had ^iGura of 
the laft confequence to lay before them. A meeting was 
pointed at %tiw, ‘aRd'hit^,.f7rs^r^ came attended by the 
grand rnafter of the Teutme ekda. In their turns th^ ha- 
rangued thO afiembly with ib nuefa eloquence and energy of 
argument, that tbey^ obtain^ ti deccee for aocommodatitm, 
ntattera amicably with the Itingf A b31 of grievances tMai 
drawn upand prefentwl to £rsr$^ttQen wbiefi he a^enddodlkiiq 
Danifi diet at /fs^edt,. tO. delnm^ itpog meaJbiei l&a 
bringing to an iflhe thfw no^/ertoiwiliqmte; *T1wa4aaB&ty ! 
^Me^Toiib '*** ^ <be 4 th' day of Jl^y aind the king weht badm te 

tJiff knate. ^ Steekhtbti, where, in idie pKfonce <dF twdbw 

’ ' ■ * fenators, he redreffed the public grkwaiieo, received a pro- 

. mile, that all fbe (oe^tfy takon Aimb famrlhotM fae n^bm ; 
diat he Aould be acknowledged kiiig Of 'Smdn oh idui tOmw 
of bis coroMtion oath } and that he Aioutd fwcar 'alK& 'ne- 
ver again to ^vudaie the lawi,^^ eaenptib enotpsch oh Chn 
wivilena of the pe<M«. Wibr;tt!i|ltift^tO> Atwf* 

fatot of dlw«^ 1%er^, it 

iPwuld cltyjOhdfm wqa th ipifieit to dm 

fOpwii ai his deadt '' - ’^fldAch 


Mattsrj 


V '{A) Aatamr tdatts, . diiih’’-tSidht« dwtonnqr^ifft'hr 
ilf 4*4 V, (»)• ,|fe Ijnt no ' 






i' 




wilt 


* bot dialling bi^ti^a- 

tiVb M^cW, Proafi^ aiM tenths (^llhnot bind b^»blt^ 


.^.lof.cpijrfe* i«t«n^'oni <0 aqfwer cenaihpip-e, . 

^ „ Imqiediwv be t^^ne^. out we gowcritbrs W- . f 

.'Ito^cd H> die d£Krent^o^iice»». and cfrinmiited 
’ ^ for<dgd*?*-.db AttkCbmentlieoeHld^^^J* 

. .r^. . ^.Aiddlw a violadon of a mMon eontra^ aiarowd all ' 
SiaiiiH i ieot a dfputaikW; tb^ Mng of teb.bf 4tife 

{ >riucipa3Ibi[£«l diemln^ ta.bdbwbbiinW^feniibliob* 
kationf* and.iwcdcmoy ia apoiiiiwte ccttnp^^ lbel«M 
of oaucb labour andbiood^d* . Tb<^ ilWWi^D bin 'tedb- 
ferve, that the Suudts We pWdliy diib^ toaomply ^idt . 

late treav i but tW. wodld baka^dvary tiUogf rawer.Unbt 
ibpport the lo& of Itb^rty. At brft ^w'recdvw them «vkb 
tndii&rcnce, and on their .afluiwi^ ^ of JofleriQr,.feptted, * 

that he was refolved non to be Advenuld fulgc^ He 

Icbew the machinations of jebo bin eWked 

)be nobility to thefe ictnoniWiphH 9h4 Wdd trdte caw iaf 

fltoM hence it was obvious. |p^ lA^ Eirk bad 

Ibrnhed a plan hMiwatlw breadiied 

inothingbut vWeance for wl^t frasoalk*. , hlis tdrsing-Ciwp}' 
hit ..to whom be owed his re.-il^liwaiOgd' Oi A^Ans, out of , 
the eOveriiiiieni of ftstiiWi!, oSfy bccaoTe his ootidud was 
WOMratc aad agreeiy^ to thtypeoWa hk plbbing a Dmi^ 
‘.^entlemab of a oi^etei^..dijj;(VhW.>iin his place, togetherbrids 
'..rttotjW^ Q^heWr|EWd^.fS(l8,...t^l colt^r^ (9 'convince dib 
* ;Wt no^^anjoy blppincft under, Afxlr. 

Sia W eW^' naden hai^ened fitbfe*- 

.,dW^\,<o^, their, deputation } Aik .W hing iminMiasely rein- 
fidC^ .the 'gatnW at jWM%. .nadCadn after went in perfea 
k|)m a^ftfOdg Seat tp depoib , all the ^uwftjA governors. Not 
MbtenjfiKl.iiim^ithia ioftaSW’^of the late peace, he comuihted 
W biott iiolbTio*k enoVottt^h w jpiUijWl an^ ravaging tin 
Wnttjr,' hhd odubying a great nuwber of town! and vil- 

^ IkiAfy is 

i^tbe|^ .^dje moft tW.we.. haw had 
^^.^ladcnr^ill 'pitied W oCcafion toredteih our aeoouut 
W; -contaiidnig' w fisfaftiKe of the t/mSet of the rcvdt. 

V, 'V ’ 







tuut 

w 


• fhi ^ 

hj Oft k!ri|b #(NNr ible(nnl7 

on to He doubted not but * revolt tomiltito* . 

toiefy fiiGCeed Mbat had bap^etuid in Sitftini: he'donfilliilHK 
4iat bmMri had been for the fpape.of twent3r‘nine' Tt^at 
war with d>e hodh of H^ihh ana upmrdr of nind'-'j^em 
«itbitociiieaof rmii&r* withotiit gaining aiiy 'cdtodeidUe 
■dvantafe, to couoteibalanee the inunenfe ’ d MU fi rt i bribii-. of 
Wff iid and traafiire. He oetoletedt tbat'ihould belte attadced 
**^Oiltbefe thrcefi^it wotdd abtbe|ioffiUefer him' to niake 
agatqj^fudi anunihcr of enemies : he therefore deter- 
* mined to makejto^ the:tf«^«uiipirfncet i and cantdfoon 
mao agreement tilth that i^unilft that Mi^ui fliouid eigc^, 
diuin^islife, that part of thedutc^ of Slejitnti^ of (hhtcb 
Im was now in poffisfion* toghdier iriith the ifla^ Fmtrm» 
• andahe Ltjir PrUfin^ whim to bain ihodd iilcewire enjojr 
fyc two years a^ hisdaeBafe j but that after tbb time the 
Iciiig of Itoeisrit, andthetaeaTe of HMuhj fliould tteOiilider 
tbesr feveral dtuM to tbe'j^iicby of we/iiiidtt and adjudge to 
each ftieir righta. Other elaoiftswm annexed to this tieaty* 
lefpeiSgngtlwltoMgietofaepiidhyire^^ and thoie efto- 
Uifludent of ttade. Uotm the whole, ft was apparent, that 
Mrie wanted only to lu^end fttis war, leaving fhll naftii foi 
commencing hpftiiitftB as fighn’ as he ftnisd it niiceflh^; 

It wasnext thoh^-necedSuy toaccqpim>o^*K <hhitersw!tli 
the northern hlnle>lowns t nor were me dttib of 

Lwmhirgt Tn xnakJiu ftieii 

liibouflhMi, havit^^fediitt eXpetienm of Ae ^poi^andi^ ftn 
itosjilb trade to ttor wen-be^ Thw entreated thirlBilwti 
pardon Aerault they Mmaiitm in brelkuWwitR bidi, o 
leflorethem to dieir former'^ilm ofeonunde^'"''^ 
was juft what frirdefirtd } yet he at^Oy made fbmh' 4£lft 
culty about granting ftieir teqiad^ with aftikb he blf 
complied, on their j^romife of pi^ng hfan a o 

money, ^ way of «|akradoMi far dami^ h 

Difunatt* ^ ^ . 

1 % jHftHHBaTO Jric had ihfed m 'peiket bttmooy.afai hi 

rthmiHi httftfai pto'to odbcarted ftir th 

toDauihfttceeffiut, madetohbftmaiids lIR'iir. itwatWimllai 
>4^/ ^rfimihled at thaatm liHI bi^ 

m«nue>vfi«forthfIbat'lm wtt now adraiiefa^ fai years, mar if 
lag (dt fatty yean diewagiftof air^ecaown, to ' 
bmaiae unegull. ‘nat ftnr thft' tiidhiilm 'bdbd||l|ft 

. • -Mibas. tv.'- 
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JMilf|iMt(»<nitet!iw<«^^ HeaMot, diiflfMii'PMMr*. 

pilMVjrai ia the Mittal fell «ge, better dde to direfitbe »* 
i(iiii{oF itBiMritf dutB lie «ai» end iMtkied i|a AftingviO|ifli|<**^ *• <d* 
Nfild tt Dmaarkt m lie bed ever IBiewo die awftinvMatto"***** 
ettecbeieot to die bitelbft of the biQgdom in gencnl, *dd 
isveiiy^iodividiiaie. Altboti^ the diet me not litrprdM it ^ ^ 
this BfopofidoOt heviii|baoceliad brequeot IndmetbniefdieV*”^* 
kiesc tai«nttoii« yet tb^ aqiteffiM th<^d)vci difliitbfidi wi^ 
it. Tbqr told nb nu^%f diet dwir fnmr to beevea 
would be to ptefeive bu nM^d^e diiriiif;«Mdi they bid 
no diou^ite of tdtnfiiig enotber wee^lli 1 1ft that If It 
pleefedbttmi^efijrtoebdkaie. conwry to the eemeft defile 
of bit fubjedst the right of ekdfion.diCB divefared upon dleiti» 
and they would never f«init%fiiiiaeeeenlal lew of thdroonfiS- 
tutioo tobereverfedyl^BiaUiigdieifa^of fiiOodBonheredi* 
tary in diecrown.* An enfwwfiien|d«mebnviiiced/Mr,thet 
k would beliruideft toioOl qpoabbiaifedtt he dierefere wav- 
ed it for a new {MopofitiaD. TUemtdwtthcy would allow 
turn to chufe linne iierlhn to affift him intbe gipeemanent of the 
kingdom. To tbia the dieti«|died> that he certeiidy had a 
f i|^ to ^iptdiit a eoi^itMr» provided die perfim fiitM'upon 
ibcNdd derive ftom tbenoo no diim to me crown. They 
Itkewife dedaredt dietdiehifl|| was ali.liber^ to commit the 
g o ve mm entrf ^flrong hoMeandgemleoBof thekiiiggdom 
to fiichperfaMaa be thought pnperN • 

WrraKitfT infifting father on tbelb paiticiderv, BrkHtitdth* 
vriihdrew fwddrtily iatojFhSt, without riving die letft in* Ar«w/ 
*ll‘f**" to the Amte* at v he intended to abdicate the 'f 
throne. Upon thewift netlK of bb retreat* ^ fenaie fent a 
d e pu t a tion, intteatiag ^ not to expoAdie kingdom to frdlh 
ttoublsby Ml abAncab aod'fppndcmii^tDhim that itwould 
he more ea^ieiw ao piooeed with dtli^nce to vfib* where 

Aldiongh-fi^nV took 

hmlit^coooeraiiodwhiieirilof hiapeople, ^et be was pte- 
va^ on to retnm to Ihmmri, Ftdhddy hta ambitioo'was » , 
not yet triwMiceitingriOwd, thoit|^, Are time, oblcored fay ^ 
n&dbdi&uft. Oo bia man he made Averal promottons : 
to 4e AM of he com mi tte d in chaige die for* rm/it 

new, Am of JwaAti V govemor dau f»fti 

IhaJStrt apd to duke he gave the government of and 

Jlfmfiirti o'ptdwcade of ferti g n m no wpy pleiting totrafi* 
MDau**. 


• PenTan. Lit. * Mavas. l«v. ctiam PoMTati. ibid. 
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In -A e neu very full , 

viie|iiiN 4 e^ to tjiet siog.was dr«wn .opt naotiulkig 
oatii he had takee* sod iotimotihg relblutioo.jlf ^.4W 
to tenounce tiMir allr^iance* if he petUUd in^t^olhtii|^|^ 
What hb .0uj|%’a aiifiver wa* ive are.aot informed 
taantON^’ -delete, that he Toon afteawent to StKtktin 
hUflCfihew l^ifiautt and pcififted in renderioK hiinlelf 
til^iQ|Mila|r. Here it was that be relolved -to imm httjStowo 
toBngyitiust the^govetnor^of ^ter^Me having Mr^^ CwuNn 
Nlkffiaoce to that prince. This news was received wm eqtal 
^ttiwi^on by the J)ttm and StOtdts i both began to taite 
anvaAtres iFaa&ciiciits; their lihertiesy but the Swedu firft began 
their operations. was again applied to by. the po> 

|HtIaoe : be railed. foroN* and narcbco with the feimta to 
Shnibshs* the gates of which msre £bi^ agaioft him by die 

f iveraor. The fenaiesdemanoed entrance* and were refuil<»l/ 
heyMxt demanded to. (peak with theconfuls of the ci^* 
who wesc lent to themji^ and conhoed. After ^is they de> 
NMNided to know hy -wtiM^aothority .^ch an afftqnt was put op 
abc&nate* and .were aniwered by.ocdjer of fbe court.. ^Jua 
ansa %ml farltomlitieVr and immepat^jr the city. wM.sn- 
neftedhiy £t^^Abtrt» . Scarce had the SegeJBegan, when^he cb> 

ahsean* impatieotat the cenfineaieotiof. their magifitates^tcwk 

«p arms* &iaed ppen the g^ev ai^ t>peoe^ them tQ.^E«^ 
^f* wl^marcbinghl witK.t'^tfnate.andhisIbices^erewd 
his ftandard in jthe ipsiket'placc* .invitii^ all tlMe.4tiepd| ^ 
hbvty and thdr country an raM^emlidvea. undwil., ^Tne 
grasiar.paiit of the. tiihabittt^.jl(M|E(^.^erly«tahiin*i^^ 
tipon ail thnad aart a ige otts powi«. am drove the sweqwa^nito 

•CHMUSS CJmfW* |:taiidriharech4 
was ravilhed with the pPo(|^^Of .his couturies beuig deltv^ed 
fioo; the' JihnHih yoke. Hf lolhpd hiatl^l to feAata«,^#a4 
entered, into aH p|.ppv^ 

had alnioi^ Alined the c|||i& nf |i^tty* 4 ^nyalm^ eosp* 


cpdtwas % eoB* 
th .w^e.^f<^ imth ^ 


meacad hat«eM%/7eioi[^:^nd^^^ . , 

, asaa^ii^ wd eaehhaohispfis^a . 
j^ious eeaulatioa Qlhid% 

Tha^ wu4iiqM>ei«ad^ &^M.,^^hilit]r i,thf . 

; ter hr ** gemiMBeNasMi iwwapoti 

p w a ^ ssi fed I 9 « .|dttk«Pia,fr popiae. . <;rha gr^ jmarciand 
aaaa In eeefdtiae ahelidgt Ac. citwH^ E^<lf iWKinll^rPW 
e»^aM|i[|p|,fhe i«d^Qn.nf t^kil!ig> «i^itwhi« and aM,dq;f» 
^Qh the Ownjh goverhoff « 

£NG£Li^t 
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w 

J5SS»^i^»«2iS; 

(iriMVwllt beme«i«rtu)|B«nd^,fV<At« anr 0m^m^ln^ 

ItwMildS 

jMMMMfiuTMentMiPiwaU th*^rtic<)lafstf ihisranthi^ 
mW fliallilHkW 4 ioc«ficm to talM thenpKQoiilar^ iotha 
hift«j>«f SmitH. ^fiilfficwnt k it &r mriwipofe, tki^ha 
htM, odMlwadiog « ciuil war oiiglk«Ai» kpm 
mS f mmof duferiwiIstiuomwaOTa fuecal dietot>Qik(i«v 
and invited aboliing to aKMr^^inpeiAai. ifmtnr 
bnocd tbe iiHritaiMnt -and waattUthciw attended iy a)ttQw$ 
of iftrimm and JDs^ oabiliv. Here icwat ftipidatediihat 
fJl dbrtre^et aad carrUana iheiw be fat i»a> tlmluudaof n»* 
live Smtdtsi ebat die<kiii|[ dhetild iw a Mb oatb ta jMa> 
fetycebe frivdeget and imnw aitiet ^ the foopie; and that 
be would neecr fitiht aoflajpeeof tnaftand profit aqr fiti^gn* 
en whatever, wkbin tfaB tiaiiie «f lha 9m0d(Ji aMparcbjrf 
Upon hit caoienttnt to tbafe capdiiioBe,. he wee again de* * 
eltred king of fa w d w i tad otbadiflnaltietnftiiBdKided nB> 
til the next diet, apfoinied Ip bp beM OB tbeiik of S^guktr 
fbUouMUg at fiwidiref^*. 

£MiC was now enca aaara leMcd tn-tfiethaane af tm* 
dbi}%M nuinbedeft obferpaiein oceuwed in n fta M i fl d itg 
tranquility of that |cingdom« Tbefe wefhaU eelaie tnabait'^ j«wMl 

K rplaea, and pra^dtcaatatbegaifral diet of4betblM^''t^.'df 

_ onu fmniiiaiM at tSbiMr* Tbaikftaift paMbf 
die^ aneaeonfiimaeian of treaty of paioo ^rntde in the 
bft vetgtb To that aqtM treaty wcpi diljoinad a wiatber 
nf new «iankt».tbe pfOe^of which were, that the king 
. fi m U fteatenonewdiifietbut Wbat’taceiued die Aadiaii of 
the diet ff dioibblfdoa for wbicb they taeie laed* : That 


kmg^hm Ifwiild fwajirta Jl«e in perpctaalfeaceand 
• amity; That M gnKid bailiff af oeebbi^dom, flkMi]d|net 
MOM tiilcMipeaainadbafiM«dv king: Twin the kbiffeab> 


fanen^ tbn aeegiff raw f b m ild . ri pitifi rn tihia peribn in eaab bb^ 
dam: That the fraadntaeadial weald be bnooadjntot, and 
frefideomtbeetteeatiti^iaediefBiadbeiliffdidover tha le> 
gMaibe amhantr : Ikat only ffUiMtlwned in thele i taaiid 
HtnAbudoiw hfM be ahdan tnttftan of tbfe bonIMd, ai 
t k a aw i H a n in c|^ bnigddnP : Tba» ehaking tbooH viiG| 
fa*itMat|beHdt r ee a Mni ^»fiy |MtH eeebbin^^ 
Iw iteaU nbttftt bn afilM by « finenett tdtiiw 
dacBof andi tdaiaaw'ttbdyndgein pMbn tii a4 i| t ni i rf ynev 
j^tedatt: Ttdd when hd ie d tt tt N te d ffbb p tw^ 


• JqBAq. Gi*fn, 





jjs ^ •/ Denmuk:; 

' die ftuces ofjAc three kingdomi iliiU enite in hit ddhnie: 
That at the deftkm of a new king, befidei the ardib^aepe, 
two bHh(^ grand bailidi, and grand nurecbal ^ eadi 
kingdom, there fliall likewife attend at leaft tweom4ix per> 
font from each f|;nate to give their votes : That' piovided 
die deceafed king IhSI leave a legitimate fim thought capable 
of Yeigning, he fliall be cboTen to ftfeoeed him ; but if he 
fboulo leave more ions than one, the ftates lhall chuf^ him 
whom they believe moft defeiving of the crown, without re» 

S lid to feniori^: That in cafe the male line became eminA, it 
ould be in the power of the fenatora, and great officers above* 
mentioned, to eloft a flranger or native of the country : 
That fliould k'^ative of the countiy be fixed u^n, they might 
proceed to eledlion in the maimer following} firft, the 
names of the three kingdoms fliould be written on as mmy 
pieces of paper, and placed before an infant of twelve months 
old, and the eleAors proceed to chufe a king out of that 
kingdom whole name has been taken up by the infimt : 
That if the eledors diflered among themfdves, they fliould 
chufe lour perfens from each kingdom^ two ecclefiaftics, and 
two laymen, to^ meet in a certain place, after fwearing 
they aiv ignorant of the bufinels they are fent upon, and that 
perfon'fliould be king whom they have unanimoully fixed ujpon, 
' or after realbning the cafe, agreed upon*. Such was the 

new treaty of uniomconcloded at fiSsAam', between the three 
northern crowns, at which it is prohaUe £r«c did not prefidc 
in perfon } for we>- are told that he loon after fet out from 
V Dtmnark for the ifland of GnAlanJ^ in order to be nearer 
the enfuing diet. It a reiMlkable, that he carried 

a large bo^ of troops with him, all rawjewels of the crown,, 
the immenie wealth treafured up by his arrceftors, gnd heaps 
of manuferipts and deeds; nor did he forget his iBiflre& 
CecUiat of whom he was f^onatdy enamoured \ 

The Swe* 'Thk SvueJ^ diet met at CalmoTt but were not fiivooicd 
dilh Jiet with the king’s prefeoce } upon which they deputed a number 
ttffMles. of bifliops, and great officen of the kii^^m, to intreat flie 
fenate of Dtumark to labour, in coniundion with them, in 
prevailing on his rtiUfiStf to come to Sruedat. Bvv<‘diere was 
an equal mifunderftandinK between bis maje^ and his 
fubjedb, who complained, tbkt he was making continual ef* 
forts to place his nephew of Pmeramo.oa the .tbtone 4 tiiat 
he gave away all po^s of profit and power .to Gemuau ,* in a 
word, that he infrin^, in divers particulars, lus cotonatioii* 
oath, and trewy of union at Chimi/*. 


* Idem. p. dob. 

Find* 


* PONTAN. 1 . ix. .P« 605. 
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Dmmafi in the fame fituation' 
lih»4(|Htiea addteflU ihcmfidm diredly to fail 
nceived aftan and fiurcaftic anfwer, which fent tEem back 
greadj di^adsned. However^ their voyage was not without 
iia MlvamaM} for if they could obtain ixmaig from the kiog» 
at lean conneAed themfelvcs more ftron^y with the D,a^ 
tufii nobility. Their mtitual difoontehts were of a nature fi» 
fimUary as became hazardous to the king } and it it aflirmed, 
that on this occafron the firft plan forp^bwing the crown 
on Clmftafb$r of Bavtria was concert^ between 'the two 
kii»domt.* 

This year the cle^ of Detmark and Nmtm^ fent letters . j.. 
to die council of Ba/Bf complaining, that in Dtnmark diere ' ^ 
was a Strwtgian biibop, and in Norway a native of Denmark 
rufed to the fame dignity, both chofen canonically } but the 
people reAifed to obey themf They therefrire height the . 
frithers of the council to grant them powers to make an ex- 
change, for the repofe of both kingdoms, which was accord- 
ingly granted. 

The year following Eric difinembeted the ifle of Rugen p 
from the crown bya grant of it, which he made to his ne- iJ^g* 
phew Bugifiaus. This increafed the diftontent of bis Danijh Eric 
lul: 9 e&, and oecafioned the mMdng of a new diet, at which grants the 
his condud was canvai&d with great freedom. The chief ijk ^Ru. 
grievance, for which they fo&ght redrefs, ^as his introducing gen /• the 
foreign foMiets into all the garrifons of the kingdom, in or- »f 
der to pave the way for his nephew Bugijlhut to afcend the^;<^n- 
throne^ and raife a civil in the kingdom. Eri^s deputies 

remov^ this dCfHculty byX iblemn promife, in his name, that 
all. foreign foldiers fhcidld be removed out of the kingdom 
within twcamonths? a prmnife that was never performed, 
and indeed intirely forgot, among other difiurbances that fol- 
lowed. 
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These commotions had their firft rife in the province of 
and from a drcumftaaee fingultr enough. The 
peafiina refrifed to pay the ufual tithes to the clergy, alledg- 
ing, that they Were informed the pcm bad aflembled a coun- 
cil at BaJS^ reform the abules « the dergy, arifing from 
toeir enormous weidth : they were defirous, they faid, of co- 
operating with the pious intention of his holinels, and would 
dierefore not make any addition to the wealth of ecclcAaftics. 

But this was no more than the harbinger of greatq dif- 
turbances. In ytakni the peafants revolted againft the no- 
bility, whom they accufed of tyranny and opprefRon not un- 
juftly i and the defe^^ion was fo general in this part of Den- 
markf as not to be fuppreii^d cither by gentle methods, or by 

> - force. ^ 
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^ force. It was Aifi^ed the king vm at the botliemaC ^ 
affair ^ but he laboured te juff^ hunfdf» and, indeed^; it 
would: be difficult to affign leaibns for fuch a condit&i In 
Ihort, matters werepuibed co^fuch extiwnities, thatf'tbe no- 
bility were forced to take (heltejt with the Hdfisin ^incd 
^aiaff the fiury of the peafaais ; ^d to put the city of 
pibcn% and ifle of Arr9e^ among other places, into the hands, 
of Adolphus^ * 

A view of SJVEDEN was in a ft^tc flill Icfs tranquil Cmti ^ had 
tbeaffaitt direflion of public affairs,, by means of which he grew 
rich, infolent, and deteted by the ^people. The grand bd?* 

* liff Nilfott^ and ievcral of the firft nobility, formed a- league 
againft him,^ and engaged the Daiecarlians and JVirm§Umdt<mt 
to take arms. But Cunutfon was not long in rcveni'ing hiin* 
felf. After defeating the D^/i^W/onr, he furprifed the grand 
bailiff in hia bed, and conduced him prlfoner to Orebr^^ 
o where demanding of him whether he would furrender the gar* 
rifons in his hands, fear made Nilfon reply, diat he not only 
would do that, but likewife ferve the marechal in any thing 
elfe he deffred* Many other commotions appeared in Sweden. 
The arebbiihop Qkus was poifoned by order of Canutjon^ 
and things tended faft to anarchy and univerfal confuiioit; 

. This,, however, b not the place to dwell on the affaire of 

Swsden^ with wJbich we have nothing to do^ but as they arc 
connected with thefe of BenmarA 

^ The Swedij^ diet met, at which attended the Dantjh depu«- 
ties,, to reprerent*tbe king. Their inftru^ions were to infiA 
upon having the three principal fc^nreffes in the kingdom put 
into his majefty*s hands ; this and the diet 

ohfiinately refufed upon which it b^^oke up, without doing 
any bufinefs. *A11 this while AVff kept dofe in the ifland of 
Gothland with his treafure, paying no, regard to the invita** 
tions of his Danijh fubjc£b to return. He would either ieeiii 
to hr infatuated, or at leaff bis intelle&e impaired by years ; 
for^ amidft all the troubles and confufions in Denmari and 
Sviidon^ he lived perfedUy at eaTej; regarding with indti&rencej 
and ev^ contempt, all the remonftraaces made to him byi 
nvDanes the lubjeSs of boA nations. Thh it was tha^i*^^duced the 
fenate to fend an ambafly to Gbrjift^bor of Ban/aria^ ta 
nhf defirc his acceptance of the crown^ andintreaf him to take 
Lvirla to **^®*^«*«: pofleffion of the throne. A fcttcr was drawn ufs 
accept of priqc^ iniwhich they complained of the king’s re* 

tbe cr^n. to fettle the fucceffion exi3tig\fiaui cA Pmo- 

' rarda^ which they as repeatedly oppoftd of his putring ail 
the fortreffes into the hands of foreignera, in order to ftfongtheiii 
the intcreft of Bt/giJIaus i.of their germrtUpg him to ap^uM;^ 

^ Bugijiaus 
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SwfifiUm hh aiBftatit m ifae government, but wkhoat Afef iviiifi; 
from ^MMBfvce any claim to the crown, a grant which both Bnt 
• and his nephew aWfed by every poffible method ; of his mah* 
jefty’s into hands the garrifons of Neahurg^ 

Hif^gavil^ and cpntrary to* the laws of the realmt 

and expHreft treaties with his people ; of his aflembling the it|- 
habitants of Zealand^ an^ exprefly enjoining them to obey the 
^orders of the duke in every particular as their fovcreign ; oif 
his retreating to Gothland^ at the very time the dates 

of the three kingdoms aflembled to meet him at Colmar^ and 
continuing there from that time, to the great prejudice of his 
fubjefb; of his carrying thither the jewels jygd treafure 
amaded by his predecefibrs, to fupport the honour of the Da^ 
nijh crown. They in the next place let forth, that, ever fmee 
his retreat, the kingdom had Imn tom with ia&ions and fe- 
dition ; the people rifen in arms againft the clergy and nobi- 
lity ; no regard paid to the laws, but every thing tending to 
confufion and anarchy. The fltuation of affairs, they faid, 
was fuch, that they every moment expelled a rupture with 
the houfe of Hdftdn^ which be of dangerous confe- 

quence at this jun<£lure^ What had diey not to apprehend in 
fuch an event, from, the number of foreign governors and 
troops in the kingdom ? Befides, they were not quite eafy 
with rerpeS to Swedin^ as the king had refufed to fulfil hie 
treaties with that kingdom ; afhd the three kfhgdoms^fo lately 
united for their mutual good, were now feparated and divided 
by maUadminiftration. For thefe reafons, add becaufe Eric 
had in efiect abdicated the '^one, 'they intreated his excel- 
lency, as the pftnee neardfl allied by blood, to proteA»the 
kingdom in (his extremit/,. by accepting a crown to which he 
had the befl sight, asitwaaoflfered with the hearts and bands 
of all bis faithful fijbjeds. But if his highnefs fliould not 
think proper to accept this oflS!r, they requeued jie would give« 
their, deputies an explicit anfwer, that they might fix their 
choice on (bme other, who might think the crown of Ben^ 
mart an obje£l worthy his regard ». This letter bore date the 
twenty-eighth of 1438 (A)« 

In 

^ Meurs. Sc Pontan. in loc; dtat. 

t 

(A) it deferves notice, that above the royal premga* 

the ftates nowinfified, for the tive, and th% other, flates of 
lirfl time, upon, makinn elec- the kingdom, which Aey at laft 
tions ablblutely free and indep tffeOedr when the royal line 
pendent of the will of the £>• was extinfi in Cbrift^bir IIL 
verei^. This was the firft ftep and the houfe of OldenSurgb 
the nobility took to raife. thbir afcende*d the throne. We have 

fecD, 
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1 . , ^ I)f die diean tine Eru removed from the. Sle of 

”** to SuMtrg i from whence be Tent to. the gnnd mare^el' 
Cmutfittt intreatiog him to come in peribn, to deliberate on < 
the proper meafores to be taken in the piefent nn|iu^ pof> 
Cure of affairs i but as thofe peri^ns are ever the moft 
cjpusi who make themfelves no fcrufde of breaking oaths hnd 
engagementSf fo Canutfm dreaded putting himfelf in the kill’s 
power. Eric waited Ibme time in cxpmatimi } but finding 
the grand marechai bad no intention of coming to Stik^g, 
he returned to GtthlanJ, 

It was about this time that he received a writing from the 
fenate of Dgjgiurii acquainting him»' that they had renounced 
their allegiance* and l^ifying their reafons for fuch a pro* 
ceedins, and for eleibng a new king* who* they hoped* 
would be more regardful of his oaths* watchful over the good 
of his people, and more agreeable to all the futj^xds of the 
three crowns. It was dated at Lubte the twenty-ninth of 
Jutu, 1439 * 

lb cm- 3 y twenty-fifth of the following mondt Eric returned 

an anfwer to the fenate* expreffing his aftonilhment the in* 
tot uji^t him, in not prefentbigdieir accufation in perfrm* 

and in cleAing* without his knowledge* his nephew CMJit- 
EMea!. deferved not fuch ufage ; and took 
^ God to witnefi* that be was ready to anfwer evere article of 
their charge* either before the 'fenate* or commiffioners ap- 
pmnted for dut purpofe* without paffion or refentment. He 
promifed to conform to whatever they couM reafona^ de- 
mand i concluding with a prayety^diat his nephew Chrtftephtr . 
mi^t be better advifed, and die ^ate ddiLerate on more 
falutary meafuies* than driving ^ir lung of a crown he 
enjoyed fo lotfg* and fo Intimately. He wrote (jie fame day 
to the inhabitants of Schtnen and Fima, fending them like- 
wife a copy of the writing he received from the fenate* and 
demanding to know if they ailented to their unlawful pro- 
ceedings. In a word* he intreated them to ufe all thehr in- 
fluence to prevent the fenate from wrefting from him a crown 
which he held of the Almighty. All this, according to /’ish- 
Wms, happened during En^s refidence at SteitXi’gi and be- 
fore his return to Gotiutmi. ■ 

He no fooner arrived at his old retrat in dib ifland, dian 
he wrote an expoftulatoiy letter to CbriftephtTy in much the 

« 4 

feen, in the Ihort (ketch given brought about another revolo* 
of the ^prefent ftate of Denmark^ tion» deftru^ve to the liberty 
• to what an exorbitant height of the people, 

this power had rifen, t\ntil it 
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faiii^tedhs « tlie^wo former to the fenate and inhabitants of 
ichpmn^ and to a$ little purpofe. To this he added ai loiig 
•jufitfication^of his condu6il« containing eleven articles, and a 
dtred anfvur to the accufaiion of the fenate ; if the denial of 
fads, e^idm to the whole world, can be c^led an aniwer. 
This*hcfcnt to the FiWtf/if,* who had always clpoufcd the 
caufe of Bugijlaus^ dcfiring they would tranfmit it to the fc^ 
natCf arid fupporc it with ail the’nr weight and influence. To 
"concldER, he fummed up his intreaties and remonttranctfs, ' iri 
requelfing, that the difFercpce between him and the fenate 
might be fubmitted to the arbitration of the neighbouring 
princes, of the nobility, or of deputies from the cities, pro- 
vided they wer^ difpaffionate and unprejudiced. Ytf cafb this 
juft requeft was refufed him, he protefted that he would firft 
demaqd juftice of God, next of the pope, the -emperor, the 
kings and princes of the universe ; not doubting but he would 
find Tome powers zealous enough in the caufe of equiry to re- 
drefs his grievances, and puniih the injuries and infults put on 
minefty and God’s anointed. 

But all his remonftrances and menaces, unfupported by Eric de- 
power, were difregarded. He was formally depofed, and \i\%po/ed. 
nephew ChnJiopJ?er crowned king, according to the forms 
required M)y law 5 after which fpent the ten following 
years fliut up in the ifle of Gothland^ from whence he fent 
forth piratical fquadrons to annpy the SwediJh^coxnmtxQt. At 
the expiration of ten years, he paffed into Pomerania^ where 
he lived in the fame retirement, and about thp fame number 
of years, here ending his day^^unlamented. Never did prince 
experience a greater varict^f fortune, or pafs through more 
oppofite charadters. On acceffion he was univerfally be- 
loved and efteemed byrflie people. Bred under <he eye uf a 
queen perfedfiy miftrefs of the art of governing, he joined 
experience to natural talents and a quick difcernincnr. Soon 
after the death of Margaret his ambition increai'ed, and his 
prudence vanifhed proportionably. It was not the laudable 
ambition of raifing his fubjedts above other nations in wealth, 
power, and felicity ; but of elevating himfelf above their laws 
and liberties. •, y is behaviour and pride engaged him in a tC' His cha^ 
dious wat^ith the Holjhin family and northern ban fe towns, 
during which he was upfuccefsful in almoft all his enter prizes, 
from a variety of caufes. His own irrefolution, .the difafFec- 
tron of his fubjeds, his dependence on foreigners, his difltpa- 
tion of the public treafure, and innumerable other circum- 
ftances, concurred in fpinning the war out to a period of 
twenty-nine years, and in rendering every negotiation, every 
fiege, battle, and operation, whether in the cabinet or the 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII. Z field. 
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field, fruitlefs: circumftances that in the end deprived 4 iim 
of his crown, which he might have enjoyed for an uncommon 
courfe of years in eafe ana tranquillity, with reputation to 
himfclF and his fubjeSs \ But we ihall have occj^'ion to re- 
late fome tranf^ions in the following reign, which more 
diftincUy mark the chaiacier of *this unfortunate prince. 

"f Vid. Aut. citat. PvpFtr.D. Int*od. a L’Hifl. Gcner. t.iv. 
p. 20^ & fcq* * ; 

SECT. XL 

J^ere the Affairs £?/ Denmark recited down fo the 
Tear 148*, when john was eleJ^led to Jill the 

CHRISTOPHER III. 

Chrlfto- ^HR ISTOPHER duke of Bavaria, fon of John 
pher 111. L/ Bavaria, by his wife Sophia, lifter to Erie king of V -t- 
mark, being elefted king in the room of the ilcp^fld !ovc- 
reign, and invtted to take poll'cffion of the throne, cain»; with 
that intention to Lubec, where he was met by the fenatc, *m»l 
a great number of nobility, who immediately took the oaths. 
Fiom thence hp went to Denpiark, and was invt-fted 
with the authority of prote£lor of the kingdoms cT 5 .eden and 
Norway j but t)ic ftates declined giving him th** appeila 'on of 
king, or the badges of fovereignty. 

Deerif of IMMEDIATELY on his arrival^o Denmark the fenate pub- 
tll^finate * decree, whereby all thofi^erc declared enemies to 

aguinft their country^ who (hould vifit Erie^i ctwrt, or obey any oth.T 
Eric’j ad- fovercign than Chrijlopker % an aft chiefly Icvelle*^ againft Bu- 
hf rents, glfinus, Barnim, and JVratiJlaus^ the kinfmen and allies cf 

Eric. Accordingly they -ecired out of the kingdom the sa- 
flant of its publication. After this an ambafty was fent 10 
the grand bailiff, grand mareeba), and fenate of Swakn, to 
negotiate with them about the union of the crowns, and the 
eftablilhment of ChrijUpher in the fovereigiUji^f that king- 
dom. Commifiioners were appointed to treat wit|f*cbe Z)a- 
nijh ambafladors, and a congrefs fixed jjt Jemcoping. Here it 
was agreed, that, previous to all other bufinefs, the refolu- 
tions of the general diet at Colmar, in the year 1436, fliould 
be exaftiy followed ; except that article which ftipulated, that 
during Erid^ natural life no other fovercign fliouM be ac- 
knowledged. It was next determined, that the ftates of the 
three kingdoms (hould alTemble on the twenty-fourth of Jape 

foUowl^ 
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following at Calmary to deliberate concerning the fecur^y^f 
,the rights, privileges, and immunities of the people *. 

SnoN a^r this a nnanifefto was publifhed by the fenate of Frf/^ at- 
Dmmarky a>ntaining frcfli articles of accufation againft Fricy tides of ac* 
wh'ch were affixed on the gates of ail the northern h^nte- cuUnion 
t . vns. Among other charges wls that of maintaining a 
live war againft the Holjleia family, and the northern 
r 'i t.vwns, iTuny years after honourable and advanUgeous 
4. of accomm odation were offered. This, in fail, was 
for Eric had done all in his pow r, for the eight laft 
his reign, to corrprotriife their differences, which the 
rinces always declined, in co»ifequence ol^^ome new 
^ 0 . they had gained over the king’s forces. That he 
'.wH ‘Hfreatwi, alter th^ Jea'h of his queen,- to llrcngthen 
* by a,mthcr marriage j but h j chofe to pais his 

'ort,\4binc, rather tffan gratify the ardent wifli of 
^ lai he iiad made Icveril attempts to break the 

i :o three crowns, and raife dilfuibances in the 

'* ' favour the delign of placing Bugijlaus on the 

, notwithffanding notice had been given him by 
the , .i)op of Lunderty in the name of the fenate, to with- 
d:a;v the hands of foreigners the ftrong- holds of the 

kin: ( ..*,0 the iilands of jF/V«/£7, Langlandy Laalandy and 

; y r he Jefpifed their 2 ^flvicc, contrary to the didates 
oi* ;cl' 'ontrary to his folemn oath, and againft the fun- 
.ws of the kingdom. Even the nienaccs of the 
^ < .It they would depofqhim, could not induce Eric to 

i;y mer,' in tjjis particula. ; from whence it was obvious, 
t .d they, ttiat he iruft ha\i€ formed fomedeep and dangerous 
that he li 4 d ^ii/nated the ifle of Rugfn from the 
crown . that Ifc made no fcruple about giving the government 
of Fr. 'la to BugiJlauSy notwichftanding the prclfing inftances 
Of :he .cnate to tli : contrary : and that, after conligning all 
the irn;: mr truffs in the kingdom to foreigners, he then rc- 
t',e U' ^ the iffand of Cothlandy abftrading himfcif from all 
caic^ of gove rment: that he had afiumed a defpotic autho- 
rity, by trcatiij,;^ the clergy of the three kingdoms with the ut« 
moll rigouf, contempt, and violence : that it was notorious 
he had one day ftruck ^d disfigured the face of an ccclefiaffic, 
for no other reafon than bis innocently prefenting letters from 
his holtneis, which happened not to pleafe : that he ag- 
gravated the affront, by endeavouring to oblige the ^fdefiaflic 
to drink up the bloc^ which iflued from his nofe, and, on his 
refitfal, confined him in prifon in irons; that he placed in 

* PosTAN. 1. ix. • 
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the government of provinces foreigners, whofe mrice aftj' 
poverty could only be exceeded by their infolence in office^, 
who treated the people rather like (laves than tl^ free-born 
fubje£ls of an eledivc prince : that he altered and^debafed the 
coin, opprelTed'the people withnaxes beyond their ability, and 
plundered their effedis on refufing tr pay what exceeded their 
power : and, laftly, that he negicdled to aflemble the diet, 
as ordained by law, to hear the complaints of the ^.jured T 
and, in a word, fuffered ufurpers, oppreflbrs, and public rob- 
bers, to live with impunity upon the vitals of the people. 
Such was this frelh charge againft Ericy publiflicd in defence 
of their tf^.vn condudt, and to prevent the hanfe-towns from 
taking arms in behalf of the depofed monarch *. 

A. D. I'*' was about this time that Chrijiopher publiihed an edift, 
H39- enjoining all thofe who held fortrclles in his name, inftantly 
to furrendcr them to the fenate, under pain of forfeiting 
life and e(Fe6ts. In particular he fent a copy of this edid to 
the governor of Korfory giving him friendly advice with rc- 
fpedt to the confequcnce of difobedience. From this edid 
we may conclude| that he had not yet taken the title of 
king of Denmarky though Meurjius exprefly affirms the con- 
trary ; for through the whole he is called only dukciof Bava- 
ria^ protedor of the kingdoms of Denmarky Swedeny and 
Norwayy and the fenate mentioned as the fupreme power. 

At the diet of JP^tburgy held in the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, (^brijlopher iblemnly promifed, in virtue of his 
election, to defend the ftatc, protect: the different orders of 
fubjc£ls in the kingdom in their^^vera) rights, maintain their 
ji'vfi to the comtnon liberties, and confent tdtvall the conditions which 
; jjg thought neceffary by the enfqing general diet of 

^ \ the three kingdoms at Calmar. The day apj^inted for this 
general diet being come, only a few deputies attended. The 
Danes were bufied in appeafing the infurrediion of the pea- 
fants in and the Swedes were retarded by obftruc- 
tions which the grand marechal Canutfon had raifed, who 
forefaw that the eledlion of Chrijiopher would be attended 
with the lofs of the greater part of his autl^rity. As the 
alTembly did not find their number fuificieht to proceed to 
bufinefs, they adjourned themfelves lor a certain time, ap- 
pointing their next feffion at Ahroga^ 

-enetid WHKhi the deputies mttztAbrogay iho{t of Denmark 
iun or the nianded \hat tSe Swedes would acknowledge Chrijiopher for 
thr<e - fovtireign ; they enumerated bis good qualities, the oath 
ke bad taken TxWtburgy and his readinefs to comply with 

* PoNTAN. Msvrs.'vV Puffsho. Hift. Ujiiv. in loc. citalv' 
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whaUver could reaibnabiy be demanded. Camitfont perceiv* 
ing the Stuedis dirpofed in bis favour^ refolved no longer to 
* retard a mealUre which he could not altogether prevent ; but 
be befoi^lH them at the fame time to pay fome regard to bis 
long fcrvices, and immenfe ^xpenccs in Tupporting the dig-^ 
nity of an exhaufted treafury, and prote£ting an enfeebled 
kingdom, at his own private charge. He fet forth that he 
was enrumbered with debts he (hould never be able to dif* 
chargo without the afliftance of the government, which was 
the only reafon he had to oppofe the eled^ion of Chrtflopher. 

Pleafed with linding the marechal in this dirpofition, the af* 
fembly declared, that, in confideration of his fervicqgj^he fhould 
enjoy Finland^ the province in which he was born, together 
with the iHands of Ocland and Bergholm^ the firft during his 
own l^e, and the latter in perpetuity to him and his heirs ; 
but on this tondition, that the crown (hould at any time have 
power to redeem them for the fum of forty thoufand marks in 
(liver. The Danes perceived of what confequence it was to 
gain over the marechal, and therefore promifed that Chriflo* 
pher (hould confirm the donation of the aficmbly ; adding, 
that a decree might be pafTed to prohibit all* perfons from 
filing fui(^ or preferring accufations againft him, on account 
of his pad adminidration. 

Matters being thus adjuded, the fenate wrote to Chrif^ 
iopher^ intimating their interftion to elcft 4 iim fovercign ; 
but requeding that he would fird meet them at Calrnar^ to 
confirm the rights and privileges of the people^ preliminaries 
which were rcquifitc to his \:lc£lion. Chrijhpber alTcnted ; 
and imagining i\ht it wouj^ be highly expedient to edabliih 
the bed terms with Catr4fon<% he invited him to Helmjladt^ 
received him«favoutat^, and confirmed the feifitc’^ decree, 
and all that had been done for him by the diet. 

While be was waiting for the time appointed for thechrifto* 
next general diet, Cbrijicpher^ in quality of king of Denmark^ pher ai^ 
granted the invediture of Slefwick to duke Adolphus of HoU tends the 
jUin : but he had the precaution to demand a decree of the general 
fenate, declaring that at their delire he granted this inve&i- diet at 
ture. Next *110 laboured to compofe the troubles in Jutland^^^^sa* 
where theinhabitants refufed paying all taxes, unlefs they were 
fuffered to pay them to iheir late king Eric. They afTembled to 
the number of twenty-five thoufand men, and came to an 
a£fion with the king’s troops, in which no coafideratje advan* 
tage was gained on either fide. Some prifoners fell into the 
bands of the peafants, and among others a Bavarian gentle- 
man, the king’s great favourite, whom they treated with 
great cruelty. fncqnied at their obdinacy, Cbrijiopber 
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7 ht Jut- niit’ched againil them in perfon, gave them battle* aodf «b> 
land:*rs tained a complete but bloody viSory. Henry Tegon^ a fena« 
rebel, and tor who had always efpou led £rif, together with federal others* 
of his adherents) were taken prifoners, and all i^o^demned 
to be broke alifc on the wheel. , However, of the whole pea- 
fant ainny not above fifteen bundled were left dead on the 
lield) though great numbers were wounded. Their main 
body gained a neighbouring hill, which they ib intj;encheck 
with wa^i;^ons and chariots, as to withftand all the attacks 
of the king’s cavalry. At Uft Chrijlopher was advifed to of- 
fer them pardon if they would (ubmit, which induced many 
to throw dpwn their arms : the rclt were obftinate, though 
weakenca by this defertion 3 they were again attacked and 
cut in pieces *. 

His m^jefty had been longer detained on this expedition 
than he imagined. It was tCie month of Augujl before ho 
could get Co Calmar^ though the Siuedijh fenate appointed the 
congreis in June. FirA, he had an interview with Canutfon^ at 
Helmjiadiy and both proceeded together to Calmary where the 
duke was received with great joy and rerpe£): by the ftates of 
Sweden. After* fettling every point rerpeAing their rights, C6r^ 
topher was conducted to Suckhelmy into which he mad( his pub- 
lic entry, amidft the acclamations of the people. On the thir- 
teenth of September^ he was proclaimed king with the ufual 
formalities, and* next day fole&inly crowned, by the archbi- 
(hop 0/ Upfal. 

CHRISTOPHER was no fooncr in Stockholmy than crowds 
of people of all ranks flocked* round him, with complaints 
againft the grand marechal ; but Vs^promife^to Canutfin^ the 
great influence of that nobleman, aid the efteem in which he 
was held by Ihe common people, made him decline taking 
cognizance of thefe grievances. One inflance of his popu- 
larity occurred on the day his majefty made his entry : the peo- 
ple cried out, that Charles better deferved a crown than Chri* 
ftapher. He had the dignity of a king, they faid, but the 
other the (laturc of a dwarf. He was brave, affable, and elo- 
quent ; but thefe qualities were doubtful in the other. The 
truth was, they were difpleafed with the figur€of Cbji/lopbery 
which was greatly cclipfed by the perfonal qualifies of the 
other. The vulgar judge by the eye ahd car. 

His majefly’s long refidence in Sweden furniihed an oppor- 
tunity for new difturbances ki Jutland. The governors treat- 
ed the people wkh great feverity, and feized the occafion of 
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iwntoflFcrs^* To remedy thefe enormities, Cbriflophir 
lifted an edifl, advifing the people to remain 6rm in their aU 
legtanc£, and prohibiting the governors and officers of the 
court to any thing more chan was required by law, under 
pain of his difplcafure. • * 

All this time Eric li^ed in the ifland of Gothland^ and had 
fortified himfelf ftrongly in IViJby. He had aflembled a great 
number of (hipping, with which repeated piracies were com- 
mitteti on the high feas, and defeents on the Swedijh coafts. 
Complaints were made to Chrijfopher % but they were treated 
with raillery, faying, he was glad his uncle could fall upon 
any method of amufing and fupporting himfel^t However, 
the evil daily encreafed, and the complaints of the people 
grew proportionably more loud and earneft, which obliged the 
king^to make formal preparations for war a gain ft £V/V. HeChriflo- 
pafled witl? C&nutfon at the heftd of a confiderable armament pher 
to Gothland^ and all were in expectation that he would either 
drive the depofed king out of Gothland^ or at leaft procure 
fomc means of reducing the pirates : but he performed nei- 
ther ^ and. it is faid, that the two piinces met, paiTed fome 
time together w'iih great coidiality, and parted good friends. 

Certair^ it is, that Eric remained in poffeffion of the ifland, 
without ceafing to molcft the Swedijh commerce and coafts ^ 

In January 144 . 3 , Chrijid^her went from Sweden to Nor» 
way* receiving at Anjlo the crown of that kingdom, and the 
allegiance of the people. Thence he pafted into Denmark^ 
and was crowned at Ripen by the archbiftop of Lunden. ^ 
After Chriftopher was iolcmnly acknowledged fovereign Chrifto- 
sn the three kingdoms, his predeceflTors, he began to at- pher 
tach himfelf chiefly to Denmark ^ but without ncgicfting his 
duty to the flthcr two* His whole time was taken* up in 
concerns of his fubjedls, in regulating fociety, encouraging ^Aarly eo 
trade, and enforcing the laws. He began with confirming 
the privileges of the towns and cities, and received 

the firft marks of his favour. Next he took into confidera- 
tion certain complaints laid before him, by the bifhops of Ri- 
pen j JrhuSy Odenfee^ and Wiburg^ that the tithes were not 
properly pai3. * Advocates were heard on both Tides, and Chrt- 
Jlapher gave fentence, in fuch a manner as difpleafed neither, 
as it was apparent that he blended the good of the people with 
a juft refpedt for the clergy. The privileges of the church he 
confirmed, and augmented thofe of Lunden.^ He errtered upon 
a treaty with the biftop of Rofchild^ whereby Copenhagen^ un- 
til then a dependency on that diocefe, was ceded to the crown. 

* Ibid. • 
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Next he ftiewcd hb regard for commerce, by permitting ch« 
city of Awjicrdam^ and the hanfe towns, to trade to all thf 
ports in the three kingdoms, on their paying the ufu^ cuftoms* 
Several other reg^ulations of a falutary nature wcre^aide, and 
nothing omitted that could flanrp a favourable impreilion of 
his character on the minds of the people. 

Chriflo- hiltorians mention a conference which ChriJloph€r\\f^A 

phci 

year at fVifmar with feveral princes j bat they 

differ with refpect to the motives for this interview. Crahtzius 
and pQ^tanus however, arc of opinionr, that meafures were 
here c<nicer(cvl for bridling the mfolence of the hanfe-towns, 
who grcailf annoyed the Danijh commerce; and that it wa# 
determined rather to ufe policy than force. With this view 
he took the habit of a pilgiim, as if he intended viiiting 
Pah'jh.ne^ and came to the congrefs, attended with eight ^un? 
dred iioiiV ; but what the defi^ or cffefls were of luchiiftra- 
tagem, we are left to enquiie elfcwhcrc. In this imperfefl 
unfatisi'atflory manner, do thefc voluminous authors compile 
hiftory, and fuch are the materials from whence we have 
been painfully forced to colledl our account of this king^ 
dom. * 

. JOHANNES GOTHUS, a Swedijh writer, allcd^s, that 
i/iapher^ enriched with the fpoils of an EngUJh fleet, over 
which his fquadrojis obtained a fignal viSory, refolved to be 
revenged on the itanfe- towns. He collefiled a numerous fleet, 
^nd (ent to the regency of Lubec that be intended making a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and fliould be glad of a paf^ 
iage through their city. But as lib retinue uncommonly 
great, the regency prudently decli\sd admitting fuch guefis 
within their ij-alls. Chtjlopher finding ^hij plan difconcerted, 
returned full of indignation to Denmark What credit is 
due to this account we know not, though certain we are, that 
it is not only en^bairafltd in the relation, but contradicted by 
the teflimony of other writers of equal credit ; and as for the 
Engllfli hiflorians, they pafs over in intire filence the circum<- 
ftance of the victory over the fleet of their nation. 

T HIS year we are told the king bad fomc thoughts of marr 
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. riage, and received an ambafly from the fultan of Efypt^ who 
ibe dau h daughter but in what manner the king dc- 

ter eni/' c'lned this alliance, wc arc not informed. The princeis moft 
marsrave Chriflopherh inclinations was Dorothea^ daughter 
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of the margravc^An of Brandenburgs furnamed the Akhe* 
This was probably one part of the bufinefa of the con* 
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ference at Wymar : the match was concluded^ and the greater 
• part of the year taken up in preparations for celebrating the 
nuptials. The margrave promifed a portion of 300,000 flo« 
rins .with fUs daughter i the marriage was confunimatcd, but 
the money never paid. • * 

Immediately after.his nuptials, Chrjfiepher confirmed 
the German merchants in all the privileges of trade they had 
ever Ci.joyed with his dominions \ and his complaifance on this 
occaflbn to his wife was carried fo far as to injure his own 
fubje£ls, for the fake of her countrymen, by granting them 
certain immunities with refpedit to goods bought in his domi- 
nions, which deftroyed the profits of the fclicr. 

Hitherto Chrijiopher had lived in great harmony with 
the Dan 'ifii nobility ; but his marriage drew fuch an afflux of 
foreigners into the kingdom, as gave the alarm to his own 
fubjeds. Tjovernments, placis at court, and public trufls. 

Were beftowed on them, to the prejudice of native Danes and • 
Swedes. Both took umbrage, and complaints became frequent 
and loud, Chrijiopher had too much underftanding to neg- 
lc& their murmuring : inftantly he called to mind the caufes 
of Erids depofitioil, and determined to avoid the fame fate, 
yet without a breach of his word or hofpitality to foreigners. 

His condu£f on this occafion was wife and moderate : fo 
equally did be balance, that he fatisfied his fubje^ls by removing 
foreigners ; and gave no umbrage to the latfer, by the delica- 
cy ufed in per»^orming this necelTary duty. He recited to them A. D. 
his coronation oath, enlarged upon the mutual obligations be- 1449. 
tween the fovereign and his Tubjeih, expatiated on the grati- Hh majef- 
tudedue from m’m to his^’ubjedts, for exalting him by volun-^ 
lary cledion tq hjs ^reftnt ftation ; afl'ured them of the 
be entercairl^d of th^r fervices and attachment the re- 
ludancc with which he removed them from trufts they had 
difeharged with fo much honour ; and of his intention other- 
wife to reward them as foon as opportunity offered. In a word, 
he foothed, cajoled, and flattered in fuch a manner, that they re- 
figned their places without refentmentto the natives, and were 
fucceeded by Danes and Swedes^ who entertained the greateft 
fefpedkfor uich amiable foreigners, whom they wifhed to con- 
tinue in^heir office, could it be effeded confiftently with the 
intereff of thepublic^and of individuals. 

This year Chrijiopher pafled over to Laaland, and punifbed A. D. 
fome difaft'efled perfons, who obftinately adhered toEric^ He 144^}. 
made divers local laws, intended purely for the good and con- 
veniency of Laaland in particular ; after which he went to 
Sweden^ and fiudied popularity and the good of hts people, no 
Jfjfs in that kingdom thaq he hac| don^ in Denn^L 
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* ^ Returmino from SwedintYit following year be was 

1417.* wrecited, and immenfe treafurcs in money, and jewels which , 
7 he Da- be had on board, were loft. Notwithftanding the indulgence 
nifti fiat Oiewn to foreign merchants, fomc enormities ol^wkich the 
Jhatured Hollanders were guilty, laid the king under the neceHity of 
in aftorm. ^rrefting their Ihips in his ports. «l'he diftercnce was icon 
after amicably compromiled by arbitration. 

In the year 1448, Chrijlopher publiflied writs for alTembling 
the Swtdijh diet, and was preparing to pafs into that kingdom, 
when he was feized with a malady that put an end to his days, 
after afhort ilincfs. 

Chriilo- CHRISiif^JPHER was at firft greatly beloved by all his 
pher*/ fulije^b, but particularly the Danes^ for whom he could not 
deatnand Ihcwing fome partiality, conduef^rd with fo little circum* 
ci^aroiJar, umbrage to the Swedes or Nortvegians^, He 

endeavoured to fubjed Swederf to Denmark \ but few Swedtjh 
^ writers allow, that he adhered Jb clofely to the treaty of Cal^ 
tnar^ as never to have violated their laws, except by the intro* 
du£tion of foreigners ; a fault he foon repaired. Some, how* 
ever, blame him for leaving AV/V in pofreftion of Gothland^ and 
permitting him to moleft the Swedtjh commerce and coafts 
with impunity. This indeed was wrong policy, and an injury 
to his iubjeAs; but allowance ought to be made for his 
relation to that unhappy prince, and that delicacy of mind 
which would notYuftcr him to aggravate the misfortunes of a 
once powerful and refpecied monarch. All the Danijh writers 
txto\ Chfijiophev 2i, prodigy of moderation, prudence, and 
patriotifm ; the Szuedes exclaim* againft him as a tyrant. ' 
Certain it is, that he preferve^the kingdom in great 
tranquility ai^d order, enercafed thb wealth and commerce 
of his fubje^ts, and greatly augmented tKc feficity of his 
people, by whom he was highly regretted: It may indeed be 
objected to his character, that he accepted fo cafily of a 
crown taken from the head of his aged uncle, notwithftand- 
ing his oath to the contrary ; but we everyday fee infiances of 
princes, minutely fcrupulous of their oaths in common affairs, 
who heficate not to break them in cafes fo trying to their am* 
bition, as the offer of fovereignty. To them itbeloncfi tode* 
cide, whether ibvereignry can balance the (bame and difbo* 
Great dtf- of acquiring it by perjury and perffjy (A). 
fuies in CHRISTOPHER dying without ifl'uc, great contefts arofe 
the three concerning* a fuedsftbr to the croiyn of the three kingdoms. 
kingdoms Tbe Swedtjh diet aftembled at "Jenecoping \ and it was the opi* 
a nioa of a ftrong party, that the treaty of Calmar fbould be 
jaccefior to imnJicitly followed, and nothing determined with refpeiEt t<| 
the tm sne* ’ • 

(A) Itxnuft beobferved, that we here fpeak (i^'ijlopber^z 
condud with refped to Dentnark only. * 
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the fiioceffion^ before the ftates of the three kingdoms met. * 

Another faction, headed by Canutfin^ who afpired at the 
crown* fupported the contrary opinion* and were for proceeding 
to an ^MQcdiate ele£kion« They affirmed, that the union of 
CalfMr was fufficiently brok( through alread)\ and that it ne- 
ver had any other eflTcd than to raifc Denmark on the ruins of 
Sweden and Norway. Befides, they alledged chat the Danes 
were guilty of a direft infradiioii of the union* in calling 
Chrijiopher to Denmark^ without confulting the inclinations 
of the two other kingdoms. In fine* their difeourfe was de* ' 
figned to inflame the Swedtjh nation againft Denmark^^ and to 
revive in the minds of the people the antient ;^r^fnofity be- 
tween the two nations. 

As foon as this news was received in Denmark^ the fenate 
refo^ved to proceed to the eledtion of a king ; for it did not^/^^ 
appear exfiedient to commit 4 he government of affairs to the nifli din. 
queeti-dovvager, at a time when they had every thing to fear ■ 
from the two neighbouring crowns. At this time a lord of 
great weight, property, and ambition* fought the queen in 
marriage, the more cafily to pave his way to the throne. 

This is a fadl mentioned by Pontanus and Meurfm^ though 
neither takes notice of his name ”• But as for a great number 
of years there was no precedent for eledling a king out of the 
body of nobility, though agreeable to law* the queen entered 
into the views of the fenate,* and declared /he would give her 
hand to no prince who /hould not be judged deferving of the 
crown by the fupreme council of the nation/ 

The advantages which would accrue from annexing the 77^^ 
duteby of Shjhhk and Ijhiftein to the crown, made the fenate offer of the 
firft cafi their eyes op Adolphus. This matter required no crown to 
long delibeiation J aM faw the coveniencies refusing from fuch Adolphus 
S^n union, and gave their affent. Immediately an ambafly was ^HoU 
difpatched with the offer to Adolphus ; but that prince confult* 
ing the good of his fubjedfs, whofe iniereft would be abfbrbed ^htch b$ 
in the fuperior weight of Denmark^ declined it, with a mode* 
fation and dilinrereflednefs altogether uncommon among 
princes. However, that he might not be wanting in refpm 
to the fen&tc, he propofed to them his nephew fo- 

cond lo^ to Theodoric^ earl of Oldenburg^ a prince bred up at 
the court of Adolpbm fxoxo his infancy. The propofition was 
ib agreeable to the fenate, that* without lofs of time* the 
^mbafladors were fent to Tbeadoric^ to demand either of his 
fons be pleafed for their king. Theodorids anfwer to the am- 
baifadors was remarkable : I hive three fons, fays he, of 
«« very oppofice qualities. Qne is pafSonately fond of plea<« 
fure and women ; another breathm nothing but war* with« 

« BpNTAK. Uix. Mipat. m YiU Chriftiani* p. 3. 
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out regarding the juilice of thecaufe ; but the third is mo- 
derate in his difpofition, prefers peace to the din of arma^ 
yet (lands unrivalled in valour, generofity, and magnani* 
mity.” To this he added, that he painted there«chip’a£lers 
for the fcnatc’s information, defiring they would chufe which 
of the young princes they believed would render the kingdom 
happieil. It was a matter which would admit of no hefitation : 
with one voice the fenate declared for that prince whofe pa- 
negyric the father had fo warmly drawn ; and under thefe happy 
Bufpices commenced the origin of the grandeur of the houfe of 
Oldenburg^ at this day feated on the throne of Denmark 

CHRI§flAN, erCHRISTIERN, ef Oldenburg. 

Chrxf- In the mean time Canutfin afted w'ith fo much policy in 
tian I. Swiden as procured him a majority of votes in the diet j in 

^ Olden- confequence of which he fet d(it for Upfal^ to have the cc- 
burg flfd- remonies of his coronation performed. As foon as he was 
edlttu^ of acknowledged king, he notified his acceffion to the Danes and 
4>cnmarK. j^orwegians^ founding at the fame time their inclinations with 
refpe£t to continuing the union of the crowns j but finding 
both kingdoms averfe to his exaltation, he returned to Stock* 
holm^ with intention to revenge himfelf, and fubdue th* ifland 
of Gothland. Two thoufand men were immediately embarked, 
under the command of two generals, whofe inilrudions wero 
to invade that ifland, and make thcmfelvcs maflers of AV/Vs 
perfon. Informed of his defign, the Danijh fenators fent am- 
bafladors to him/ requefling him to withdraw his troops be- 
fore hoflilities were committed. The ambaflidors reprefented, 
that Gothland belonged, by right of cf^unqucft, to the crown of 
Denmark from the time of ValdemnrWi. and that queen Mar* 
garet had redeemed it of the grand mafler of ih^^Teutonic or- 
der, to whom it was mortgaged by king Albert. They had 
inflrudions to add, that, in cafe of refufal, his Danijh ma- 
jefty would not fail to oppofe his defigns, and make reprifals. 
iut Charles was too proud to acknowledge the right of Den* 
marky and too fure of conqueft to relinqui(h his fcheme. His 
anfwer was fuch as induced the fenate immediately to requeft 
of Chrijitan to come to Denmark^ and vindicate the rights of 
• the crown. Accordingly he proceeded to and was 

met by the fenate and different ftates of the kingdoip in a hall 
called ToUcrahob^ a place antiently deftined for the e)e6lion of 
the Danifly kings. * Here he was proclaimed king of Denmark 
OiXiA Norway^ receiving from archbilhop Yvon the ftandard of 
the kingdom. 

^ s Mbvrs. Vlt. Chrift. 3. Des Rochas, t. iv. Vit. Chrift. 
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- J^JR/Call this while was clofely befteged in Wifby. Obliged a. D. * 
to abandon the town^ he retired to the citadel, with a refdu-^ 1448. 
tion to defend it to the laft extremity, leaving the care of the Eric 
city to •‘he^inhabitants. Matteis foon wore a diflFerent afpeftA^^/ h 
on his retreat. The inhabitants, fatigued wAh a long fiege, Swede* 
loft their courage. The out-pofts were negleded, and th^y Wisby, 
no more appeared in fuch numbers, or with the fame fpirit, 
on the ramparts. This did not pafs unobferved by the be- 
fiegcis: they cafily conjedlured the reafon, and refolvcd 
give the aflault, which proved fatal to JViJby^ and brought it 
into the hands of the enemy. Such trepidation did the fury 
of the afiailants occafion, that, had they attempted the cita- 
del, they would have probably fuccceded. Meurfius however 
alledges, that the ladders were adually placed to the walls 
of the citadel, and vigorous eftbrts made by the Swedes ; but 
defeated By the vigilance anti bravery of Ericy who exerted 
himfelF in a very extraordinary manner on this occafion. 

But whatever countenance he might hold out to the ene- 
my, the lofs of the city greatly difconccrted and ftraitened 
him. Provifions began to fail, and courage to be rendered of 
no efFedt, when famine flared him in the fac^r. In this per- 
plexity ,he held a council of his officers, and defired their ad- 
vice ; but all declared themfelves unable to determine upon 
any falutary meafures. Upon this he refolved to demand an 
interview with the Swedijh generals, which Was granted. He 
told them, that, on the whole, he owed great obligations to 
the DaneSy who permitted him to enjoy this retreat unmo- 
lefted, whatever caufe of ctimplaint he might have for their 
firft defeiftion. ^ The fatx/^ he could not alledge in favour of 
the Swedesy who not only frequently took arms againft him, 
depofed him, and pfiaced in his throne a baTc ufurper, but 
now fought to drive him out of that little fpot of ground, 
fituated in the middle of the Tea, and the only place where he 
could end his unfortunate life in tranquillity. He reprefented 
to them, that nothing could be more inglorious than to ac- 
cumulate misfortunes on thofe already opprcllcd with mifery, 
or to deprive their king of his only remaining hope, that of 
dyingjn eafe. 

Th£* generals replied, that they could not, with honour or 
iafety, forbear executing their inftnj£lions, which were to 
give him no quarter, if he refufed to furrender prifoner atdif- 
cretion, and give up his whole treafure. ^ But Eric cajoled 
them with fuch flattering expreifions, and foftened them with 
fo horrible a pidlure of his fltuation, that they granted a truce 
for a few days. It is faid, that Magnus Greeny the comman- 
der in chief, toUched with the misfortunes of this prince, held 

apri- 
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a private correfpondence with him, and agreed to tbe'tnice^ 
in hopes that, before it was expired, he would have put hiiii« 
felf in a ftate of defence. He even connived at his laying in 
ftores of provifion and ammunition. 

ERIC made the beft ufe of she opportunity, and laid tn 
(lores and provifion fufficienc to flaqd a long nege. At the 
expiration of the truce, he was fummoned to furrender the 
citadel ; but on terms lefb rigid than were before offered. In 
confequence of orders from their king, the generals nov/ per- 
mitted him to go wherever he pieafed, with all his effects* 
King Charles dreaded the preparations made by ChriJiianj 
knowing he Ihould be forced to withdraw his troops, if 
fuccour was fent to Eric ; and this it was that occafioned thefe 


frefli inftrudlions and moderate terms, which however were 
rejefled by Eric. He now found himfelf fupplied with neceflk- 
ries, and refufed to comply witli' any conditions until he could 
hear from Denmark. Accordingly he fent ambaffadors to ac- 
quaint the fenate with his fituation, to demand fpeedy allift- 
ance, and to offer the citadel to be garrifoned by Danijh 


P . troops. His pro^iofal was embraced with joy. Chriftian 
quipped a fleet with great celerity, and gave the command of 
•/ Wisby ** Olaus Axelfon^ an officer of great, reputation. His ^nftruc- 
intothe ^ wcrc to take poflejffionof the citadel of IViJby.^ to place 
hands of ^ ftrong garrifon in it, and to remove Eric^ with all his ef- 
flji Danes, fc&s, to any town of Denmarky or of PomeranWy at his op- 
tion. The fleet put to fea, and arrived off the ifland of 
Gothland: Olaus%zd an interview with Green the Swedijh ge- 
neral, who permitted him to enter the harbouf of tPifiy un- 
oiolcfted I he landed his troops, tool^pofleflion of the citadel^ 


and conduced Eric fafe to Burund. 

Chriflian ERIC was tut a few days here when* he received a depu- 
ireats him ution from Chri/liatty which does great honour to the polite- 
with great iicb and humanity of that prince. He was requefted not to 
humanity up his refidence in any place oat of the Danijh domt- 
and jilons. He was offered the ifland of Fenureny and an appoint- 
tinStzon. which would enable him to live in a manner worthy of 

his dignity. Erie was affeiSied with thefe inflances of ten- 
dernei^ : he was ready to embrace the propofal, acco^dtng to 
feme hiftorians i but sifterwards altered his fentiments, and re- 
tired with a flender retinue to Rugenwild in Pomerania^ to 


which place he was attended out of refpeS by the Damfii de- 
puties. Here he cfhdcd his days in great tranquillity, without 
attempting to recover his crown, or even repining at the 
lofs. It is fuppofed, that fome punfiilious ferules pr€^> 


vented his returning to Denmarky and induced him to prefer 
an ea(y though obfeure life in his own country, to one m^r^^ 

» • fplendiC 
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f^tleAdid and agreeaUe in an iibnd ^bat confwiied but a vary * 

^all part of his fofmer'dominions *. 

^Tme citadel tAWtJby had changed its garrifon, without a. D* 
idtering its real fituation. Still the pu(hed the (iege^ 1449! 

and the*garrtfon, finding provifion and fiorea growing (hort, 
difpatched a melTenger to Denmark to acquaint Chrijitan^ that. Swedes 
unlefs they received fpeedy afliftance, they would be forced to cuntinue n 
furrender. Inceni'ed at this account, the king raifed troops , the 
and equipped a fquadron with alt poffible expedition, refolving of 
to drive the Swedes out of the ifland. He put to fea with a 


body of choice troops, and attended by the flower of thcHe/^ 
Jletn nobility. On his arrival off the coaft of Gothland^ he 
fent Axelfon to treat with the Swedifi generals, aiilh prevail on 
them, it poflibie, to withdraw their troo|)s, to avoid the ef* 
fulioq of blood. Axelfon laid his inflrudions before the ge* 
nerals ; bu( could obtain no o^ier anfwer than that they were 
ready to agree to a rufpenfion of arms for a certain time, du* 
ring which the two kings might negotiate a peace, things now 
remaining in their prefent poflure \ that is, JViJIy in the hands 


of the Swedes^ and the citadel in thofe of the Danes, His ma- Chrifliaii 
jefty, notfatisfied with this anfwer, immediately difembarked 
the troops, fupplied the citadel with all manner of ftores and bt/teged. 
provifiofl, razed fome forts the Swedes had built round it, and 
then encamped before the city, to which he laid fiege. One 
very brifkadion pafled, in whkrh neither fido gained any con-» 
iiderable advantage ; however, it determined Chrijlian to (et 
fire to the city : upon which the Swedes retired to the large 
houfes built with (tone. Upon their retreat the king or- 
dierM the waDs 10 be dem/)li(hed, and then attacked the gar- 
rtfon confined in the large houfes, with fo much vigour, that 
he foon beca|ne maftar of the whole city, the dhemy fubmic- 
ting at diferetion. 

The conqueft of the ifland was not, however, the foie Cbriftian 
objed of this expedition. Chrijiian (ought the afle&ions 
and friendfhip of the Swedijh nation, in order to pave the way^^^w^ 
forthe union of the three crowns. He exhorted the nobility®^ 
and oflficers, his prifoners, to enter into ihefc meafurcs, and 
obtained thair promife, on condition the prifoners were fet 
liberty* without ranfom. His majefty, after fufficicntly gar- 
lifoning all the forts |nd ftrong pofts in the ifland, returned 
yidortoos to Denmark^ where he was folemnly crowned by 
the archbifhop Lunden; a ceremony hitharto omitted. The 
fame day alfo hfl eipoufed DcrBtbea^ widow of the late king 
Cbrijlefhir* 
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. - CHARLES cS SwidiHi to confole himfelf for the 

^ fuftained in Gahland^ made a defeent on Norwiy^ and excite^ 
* bimfeif fo vigoroufly, that he was crowned king at Drtm* 
theim^ in fpiic of all the endeavours of the nobility, who ex- 
horted the peopb to adhere to the union of Calmar, But 
fearing that ChrijUan might, in the mean whiles invade Swe^ 
den^ he appointed a regency in Norway and returned with 
the utmoft difpatch. But though Chrijlian was by no means 
pleafed with this proceeding, he refolvcd to fit down quietly, 
and rather fupport the lots of the crown of Norway^ than har- 
rafs his people with frelh difputcs, already reduced very low by 
the long wars with Holftein^ and bad oecconomy under Ericm 
With a view to eftablifh peace, he fent an ambaffy to Swr- 
den^ inviting king Charles to an interview at Helmjiadti to 
compofe all differences between the two kingdoms. The 
ambalTadors were ordered to demand, that if Charhs did not 
• chufe to attend in perl'on, he would fend two ambalTadors with 
full powers to treat and conclude peace. 

On their arrival in Sweden they laid their infl:ru£fions before 
the fenate, and were anfwercd, that the bufinef^ of the na- 
tion required his majclly’s prefence ; but two ambafladors 
(hould attend the congrefs, with all the neceflary powers; 
Befidcs the plenipotentiaries, Charles appointed twelve depu- 
ties to accompany them, to whom he gave peremptory in- 
ftruftions, to partwith neither the kingdom of Norway nor the 
ifle of Gothland^ to his Danijh majefty ; but to fubmit that 
affair to the decifion of the pope or emperor, or of the 
fword. 

Chriftian CHRISTIAN opened the congress with complaining, that 
romplains Charles^ in prejudice of all the treaties between the northern 
^'^^crowns, had, .rom an ambition to reign^ procured to himfelf 
crown of Sweden % a proceeding which it was evident 
Swedifli ® perpetual war on the three kingdoms. He re- 

vuuefly. prefented the advantages of the union of Calmary fo folemnly 
fworn to by the dates of the three kingdoms. He affirmed it 
was the only meafure that could be thought of, to preferve 
peace, reprefs the ambition of the great, who might afpire at 
the crown, and oppofe ail the attacks from foreign enemies^ 
He added, that he could not, without adonifhmenc, on 
Cbarles^o late proceedings in Norwayy aigd violently obliging 
the dates to elcA him king, although he well knew, that 
florway appertained, by right of fucceffion, to the king of 
Denmark. He doubi^ not, therefore, but that prince pre-* 
ferred war to peace, elfe would he never go on in a feries of 
li|ch pradlices. His majedy then concluded, with exhorting 
the afl'embly to labour with him in avoiding hodilities, and a 
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V?hich could not fail of proving ruinous and dcRrofilvc! 
the lubjcds of the three kingdoms, a confequencc. in his 
•"slWo opinion, not to be balanced by the moft lignal advan- 
tages m the king 

> It was evident that ChrlJ^tan\ harangue made an impref- 7/^ 
fioii on the Swedijh plenipotentiaries and deputies, already S vedes . 
djfgiilled wiih the govenfment of Chcries^ whom with icirret dih^rjh'J 
they permirted to alcend the throne, only bccaufe they could 
not oppofe his cltvation. They replied ihercfoie to his nia- Ch.ulcs’.? 
jefty, that nothin:t would give them fo much 1'atis^‘adiion as 
thc means of eitablifhing a folid peace. They prom i led to 
ufe all their cndeavouis to procure the reiljtuuo^n ot AW- 
•Uicty^ to which it was certain Chmles had no manner of right ; 
and they even went fo far as to engage obliging liirn to ab- 
oicatck the cro\vn of Sweden^ provided lie touiii oluain the 
viccroy(hi{.» of that kingdom^ This reply whs mnrriv cor- 
refpondent to the king’s wifh, and indeed more than lie could 
well expedi, at the fiifl mention or his defign. He told the 
plenipotentiaries, that for the fake of peace he accepted their 
offer, provided that on their ictuni they would cxeit them- 
fclves to effect their promhes. » 

(JM their return ro Si^'iden^ they laid before the king the 
conclufion of the nc^^otiation, with wiiich Charles was vio- 
lently enraged. He accufed the plenipotentiaries of having 
exceeded their inftruflions iftid betrayed him : he confif- 
cated their eftates, under pretence of tneir having confpired 
againft his crown, affcmbled a diet at taking care 

that only his own creatures (hould be prefent, and obligccl 
.them to renew ftcir oath^f allegiance. But iinlead of pro- 
moting his intereft by fuch violent meafuics, he feemed to 
labour his o\yn detlrALiion. I'he picnipotcnti«/!ies were no- 
blemen of high diilinclioii and great influence ; the depu- 
ties joined wiih them, and all rciolved to icvenge the affront 
and injury done them. I'hcy made offer of their ferviccs A. I), 
io ChrjJlLin^ who rejoiced .1t an acqnifition, which Charles de- 1456# 
fpifed under ilie lalfe notion that his authority was too well 
eftablilhcd to leccive any Ihock from the revolt of i’uch a 
Handful of tiis fubjccls. 

waited for fome time at Helmjladty cxpedl- 
ing an anfw'cr trom iwedcriy with rel'pect to the conditions 
llipulated at the congiefs ; but the time appointed being 
elapfed^ he called a diet in Zealand^ to deliberate on the ne- 
ceiiary mcafures to be taken. It was the opinion of the 
diet^ and upon this a refolution was formed, that his majefiy 

* Des Rocaes Hill, de Denmarc;, t. iv. Vit. Clirift. 
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fhould not enter upon open war, but content himfelf 
with annoying the commerce, and harraffing the coafty 
of Sweden and Norway^ which would cncreafc the peoples ^ 
diftafte of Charles's government, of which they already 
complained, anfl make them more eager to renew the 
uuion of the three crowns. Accordingly an army was le- 
^ vied, and a fleet equipped. Orders were given to the ge- 

nerals and admirals, to make defcenls or^ all the coafts of 
Sweden^ where they imagined they could be fuccefsfu!, but 
without hazard. They pundtually executed their com miflion, 
having ravaged the whole fca-coaft, and advanced within 
fight of Su^Qkholm, Here the troops were landed, and terri- 
ble incurfions made to the very walls of the capital ; after 
which they embarked again without lofs, carrying with them 
a prodigious booty. 'Johannes Gothus alledges, however; that 
this booty coft them dear ; fof ‘ while they were fiilpcrfed in 
negligence and fecurity about the country, they were attacked 
by a body of Swedes^ who defeated them, took a great number 
of prifoners, and left fome hundreds dead upon the field \ 

A. D. The following year Chrj/lian went to Vihfmary under pre- 
tcnce of performing a vow ; but in reality to confer with jthe 
margrave and other German princes, and to labour tQ prevail 
on the hanfe-towns to xQi\x(t Charles the fuccours he ibiicited* 
In one refpeft this journey profited the Dantjh monarch ; in 
another it was prejudicial to his^intcreft. He executed all he 
defircd with the German ftates ; but Charles taking advan- 
tage of his abfence, revenged upon Schonen the infults com- 
2harles niitted by Chri/iiatt's fleet on the Swedijb coafts. He entered 
nurs the province in the depth of winter, with an army faid to 
khonen, amount to feventy thoufand men, burning^ and deftroying all 
md lays before him. Men, women, and children^ without diftinc- 
wafleihe vvcrc cruelly put to the fw^ord. Such as were happy 

^roqjinces, enough to cfcape the fury of this barbarous foe, took Ihelter 
in the mountains and inacceffible rocks, where, endeavouring 
to avoid the fword, they encountered a death more terrible 
from cold and famine. Nor did the villages and little mar- 
ket towns alone feel the weight of Charleses refentment. The 
towns of Helfitihurg and Lsandjivoon were reduced la aflies. 
Lunden indeed repulfed all the endeavours of this formidable 
army. Archbifliop Tychon, at the heaS of a body of brave 
volunteers, made fuch furious fallies, as forced the Swedes to 
retire with* great lofs, after they had fet fire to the fuburbe, 
Charles continued for Icveral weeks before this city, but the 
laft Tally he could not Hand, Tychon had colleded hisr whole 
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fyccj and burfting forth from tone of the ports like an irrcfilll- * 
bfe torrent, drove all before him, and was fccondcd in the 
TpMrfuit by a great body of peafants, who fell upon the flying 
&1XJ des^ and made terrible deilrudVion. This difgrace only 
ferved to* iharpen the cruelty and Iword of Ciharles, Retir- 
ing to the monaflcry of Dalbcn^ he facjificcd in cold blood 
a number of merchants, ^’ho had taken flicker in the mol - 
naflery as a place of fecurity. He burnt fcvcral other reli- 
gious lyiufes in his retreat, and attacked the caflle of It'etdrjfiey 
where he met with a repulse from the lady to whom it belong- 
ed. This heroine collcfling together her vaflals and tenants, 
gave Charles lb warm a icception, that he was glad to puifue 
hib march without making ary farther attempts. Charles 

was twice difg raced by two peifons the leaft fit for conducl- 
iiig m'diiary opcintions ; the one on account of his facreJ 
fun 61 ion, tl*c; other by reafon qf her tender fex. 

CHRISTIAN^^ abfcnce deprived the unhappy Sihoneners of 
proteddion ; and now, on his return, the S^/a/d was ftiut up 
with ice in ftich a manner, as prevented him from giving them 
any efFedlual fuccour. Enraged with the barbarity of Charles, The Da- 
the Danljh monarch meditated revenge; and, early in ihzmfh fleet 
fpring fent a ftrong fquadron, under OAjwj Axelfon, to lay 
to Stockholm, while himfelf, at the head of a powerful army, Stock- 
enrered Sweden on the other fide. His firft ftiock fell upon^^^^* 
Weji Gothland, where he cafily teduced Ladefe\ and made fonie 
ftay in order to repair the fortifications : but his time was not 
idly fpent, though he feemed to pafs it inadtiv^ly. At Ladcfe 
he had frequent conferences with the nobility and gentry of 
^Vejl Gothland, atl of whojp promifed to acknowledge him for 
their fovercign, as fv;)aH as he had conquered a certain part of 
Sweden, Oil^prs ditf r.t)t demand any conditions^ Uicy, with- 
out hefitation, renounced their allegiance to Charles, and 
fwore obedience to Chrijilan, Nor did the fortifications fo 
wholly employ the Dmift) troops, as to prevent their making 
very profiiablc excurfions into the neighbouring country, 
where they plundered the houfes and eftates of fuch as re- 
mained in their allegiance to Charles, T'he Szvedijh pcafams 
fought fteliA in the mountains ; but receiving intelligence 
that the eftemy were Icfs numerous than at firft they imagined, ^ p 
they ailembled and aitacked Danes, whom they found i \r2^ 
difperfed in queft of booty about the country, and cut great ^ * 
numbers of them in pieces. Another body af Danes, hearing 
of the fate of their comrades, drew the peafant army to a 
battle in the open plain, and had their revenge, by obtaining 
a fignal and complete victory. Bv this laft advantage, the 
whole province fubniittcd to Chrtjiian \ all the inhabitants^ 
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whether peafants or nobles, acknowledging Chrtfiian for tkek 
fovereign. 

During thefe tranfaclions in Charles tn- 
tered dpland at the head (»f his army, and defeended into the 
foreft of Tyivciicm^ with intension to op[)ore Chrijlians pro- 
jgrefs. With this view he placed his troops in ambufli on 
the road the Danijh army inuft march ; but hearing that Stock- 
holm was inverted, he altered his defign, and flew to the re- 
lief of the capital. His arrival was feafonable ; the city had 
been clofely blocked up by fea, and the troops were jult be- 
ginning to carry on their approaches by land. 7'he befieged, 
cncourag^gd by the prcfcnce of their monarch, took the moft 
vigorous meafurcs for their defence ; and the Danes^ per- 
ceiving that all their endeavours to reduce the place would 
be vain, quitted the fiege, and let Uil for Denmark, 

This difappointnk'iit was fdlowcd by anothei, more im- 
portant. ebri/iian^ determining to return to Denmark^ on 
account of the approaching winter, fent before him a detach- 
ment to clear the roads, and fecurc the army againtt ambuf- 
cadcs. The officer appointed to this duty difeharged his bufi- 
nefs fo negligently, that he fell into the ambufli he was fent 
to avoid, and was cut in pieces, with all his corps., 

Tins fuccefs gave frefli courage to CWirlcSy who, advancing 
towards /Ky/ Gothland^ detached a part of his army to attack 
Ladefe^ which 'place had het'n newly fortified by the Danes. 
J'hord Bovde was chofen to execute this buliiicfs, and he ac- 
quitted himfeir with aftonifliing diligence, marching day and 
night through thick forefts, over rteep rocks and mountains 
covered with ice and fnow, until .be at length arrived before 
the town, which he attacked, fword -in iiand, and carried, 
making the’ whole garrifon prifoners rft difcrctifim. No fooner 
had Charles received the welcome news than he haftened with 
his army to Jf'^c/l Gothland^ and obliged all the governors*, 
placed in thedift'erent garrilbns by Cb ijliati^ to furrenJer iheir 
trulls to him 

CHRISTIAN was not, however, difeoncerted at thefe 
fuccelVes gained by the enemy. He had another game to 
play ; it being Icfs his intention to carry on a war with Charles^ 
than by dint of policy to oblige the Swedes to demand the 
execution of the union of Calmar, To effeft this he did not 
enter upon frelh hoftilities j but continued to keep the whole 
nation under perpetual alarms, and conltrain Chailcs to main- 
tain fo large a Handing army as would foon impoverilh the 
kingdom, and render his government odious to the people. 
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At laft the Swedijh troops began to murmur at the frequent 
inarches and countermarches they were forced to make, ac- 
tording to the alarm fpread by Chrljlion. The pcople com- 
plained Jgudly of the w^cight of taxes, and the oppreflion of 
the military. This was prcciffjy what the aitftil Danijh mo- 
narch foreuw; but thefe wcu* not all the misfortunes to which* 
unhappy 5 w^as expokd. ' 1 'he governors of province:', 
towns, and forts, feized the opportunity of enriching them- 
fclves with the fpoils of the people, under the pretext t/f fi:p- 
porling the rcqulfite mllitaiy force, and even raifed contribu- 
tions, as if they were in an enemy’s country. All thefe ac- 
cumulated miferies might however be thought tolcj^^lc, had 
it not pleafed t’ne Almighty to crown them with thofe two 
molt dreadful fcourgcs of mankind, pcfUlcnce and famine, 
which rfioc:d with unrelenting fury aibong men and cattle. 

Such for ^ confidcrablc time^as the deplorable condition 
of SwediH'^ w'hilc the neighbouring kingdom, en- 

joyed cafe, plenty, and fcciirity. If at af»y time the repofe of 
the kingdom w^as difturbed, it proceeded only from fomc flight 
ikirmifh with the enemy, or incurfion into their country. 

This yc^dt Chn/iian rcfolvcd to diftrefs SiVi'dcH ftill more,, -A. D. 
and at oncj to reduce Charles to the neceffity of making peace 
on the terms he fliould think fit to grant. At the head of a^hriihaa 
numerous army he palled the borders, and laid ficge to Elfs- 
lurg^t which forticfs he carried 9y aflault. N(?xt he *’cp‘'iirctl 
the fortifications of Denholm^ the key of Schorirn^ to prevent 
the enemy from over-running that province a Tccond time. 
Encouraged by his fuccefles, he formed greater defigns ; j{p takes 
Hep to which \vas thec^queft of the ifland Ocland. 7'his,^^ 
expedition he intrudwj>^ general Gnr;;, who had left ihcQcland. 
Swedijh fervicc m clifguli? He made a defeent, in fpite of the 
refifiance of the inhahitantsS, and fat down with his army be- 
fore Borkhclm. 'I'he garrifon bravely Hood cut to the laH, 
and d:d not furrender before a large breach was made, and the 
Dams were preparing to give the aflault; arrd then too upon 
honourable conditions. Greeny however, took one precau- 
tion, and firi£ily prohibited anyofiicer or foldicr of the garri- 
fon, undg; paifi of death, to cany ofF any thing befides his 
own cftlcts.* This he did upon receiving advice that Charles 
had Indeed a conhderaWe treafure here, to fupport a w^ar 
againfl Denmark 

On the other hand, Chrijitan was making a*fapid progreft 
in the reduction of the continent of Sweden^ infomuch that 
the bifliops ar.J nobility, to avoid the horrors of v/ar, were 
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forming a deHgn of bcftowing the crown upon him. 
complained^ ^dtCharks^ naturally haughty, grew intoleiablc, 
fince his acceflion, governing in the moft arbitrary manner, 
attacking the privileges of the different ftates, and regulating 
all things by his will, without fbgard to law and the conftitu- 
• tion. hincc the reign of Marps^et^ the bifhops had been 
ftrongly attached to the intcrefts of Denmark^ that queen 
having raifed their authority in the government above the no- 
bility. They could not fupport tlie thoughts of a r^du£lion 
of pov/er, which Charles was continually attempting, nor that 
any of the church-lands fhould be fequeftered for the ufe of 
the crof&'ii. That prince had appointed commiffioners to 
examine into the titles by which the clergy held divers eftates. 
He publifned a decree, forbidding all his fubjefts, under fe- 
vere penalties, from founding religious houfes and eltablifh- 
ments, fo prejudicial to the kingdom in general, and injurious 
* to individuals, as it would put the whole wealth into the hands 
of the clergy, 

Chriftian Nothing could be more agreeable to Chrijlian than this 
foments policy of Swedtjh monarch, which was unkafonable with 

the rcfpciSl to his own intereft, but falutary to his people. The 

clergy treated him as a heretic, and regarded his attacks on 
their temporal intereft as an attempt againft religion, in which 
view they artMly prefented ir to the people. In this confifts 
the flrengch of the politics of this facred body : whatever af- 
fects their poi'ver and wealth is immediately confounded with 
religion itfelf; the cry is raifed againft dangerous innovation ; 
the flames of fedition kindled, and the n^^al caufe of their 
jealoufy and refentment conceale' 3 ^ ^amidft a thoufand othtc^ 
A. D. falfe but fpicious pretexts. It happen'^il>rhus with the Swedijh 
1446- clcTgy, who openly revolted againlr though he had 

never meddled with religion, and engaged more than half of 
Sweden in their deligns. The archbifhop of Upfol^ on account 
of fomc perfonal grievances, declared himftlf the head of this 
revolt. He fent privately \(xChriJiian^ inviting him into Swe- 
den to reflore the union of Calmary afliiring him, that all the 
clergy would declare in his favour, and that thfy were ready 
to a man to receive him in their cities and garrilpiKS as their 
lawful fovercign. ^ 

CHRISTIAN had long watched this occafion, and now 
tefolved^to emisrace it. He equipped a fleet, which he fent to 
. Finland^ under the command of general Grfen, TViburg was 
befleged and taken, and then the citadel attacked with the 
fame vigour : but Greeny perceiving the garrifpn rcfoluie and 
well provided, fet fire to the city, and retired. Now the 
haughtinefs of Charles^ which hitherto was fuppprtcd bjfkjf^wer 

Y ^ and 



of Denmark. 

and* the ftrongeft fortrefles in the kingdom, began to ftagger. * < 

late motions of the clergy gave him a violent (hock* and ^ 

• the^irogrefs of the Danijb arms in Finland opened his eyes to Sweden, 
his owp danger, and fet in full view the dreadful precipice 
on which he fiood. Immediately he called aaiiet ^iStockholm^ 
to deliberate on the moft effedual means of oppofing the im* 
pending ftorm. But thd bufinefs on which the diet enter€dA» 
was of a quite different nature : the archbiihop of Vpfal de- 
manded an equivalent for certain Ihips he had loft the pre- 
ceding fpring, by means of the Danes. Charles^ who did not 
imagine himfelf bound to make facisfadlion, referred the mat- 
ter to the diet, who gave judgment againft his majefty. Dif- 
fatisiied with their decifion, he accufed the diet hf partiality 
and corruption, which foon put an end to their proceedings, 
and made the aftembly break up in very ill temper, fully le- 
folved to revenge themfelve* the firft opportunity that of- 
fered. ^ 

It was not long before the ftates found occafion to Ihew A. D. 
their difpofition. In the fpring the king went to Calmar^ 
with intention to reconquer Otland i and his abfence furniflied 
the archbifhop of Upfal with the means of^ executing the 
fcheme he projefted. Firft, he arrefted Hacquin Swenfin^ 
marechal of the houfhold, and imprifoned him in the caftle 
of Soljledt. Afterwards entering the metropolitan church, and 
convening the chapter, he pift on his facevdotal ornaments, 
and proftrated himfelf before the high altar » then laying 
allde his habit, he fworc he would never again refume 
it, until he had driven king Charles out of the throne of 
•Sweden^ and ihbftitutci another fovcrcign in his room; 

Taking up a fwordaiftnhield, he marched out of the church 
at the head of all ms^aiTals and dependants, ami fixed a de- 
claration on the church' door ; by which he not only renounced 
his allegiance, but declared Charles the enemy of his country, 
and a tyrannical ofurper, who would overthrow the liberties 
of the people, and the eftablifhed religion. His next ftep 
was to juftify thefe violent meafures to the nation, which he 
did by a bitter charge drawn up againft the king, accufing 
him of violence, tyranny, oppreffion, pride, arrogance, and 
avarice ; ^n a word, of every crime which could render him 
dctcftablc in the eyessof a free people. 

The archbiihop knew well that no time muft be loft in 
backing fo open a declaration with force : healelt n(\ftone un- 
turned to bring the nobility and commons into his fentiments, 
and be commenced hoftilities by laying fiege to Arbufen in 
jPorm. Qharles was no fooner informed of thefe proceedings, 
than he marched with the utmpft expedition towards Arhufen^ 

^ ■ A a 4 with 
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fvith intention to furprife the archbifhop ; but the artful prC;f, 
late, informed of his motions, made a forced march in 
night, and by break of day attacked the king’s forces ^tiear ' 
Stregnez^ while his majefty believed himfelf at the (lifiance 
of a day’s jourriCsy from him. firft he was difconcertcd ; 
but immediately recollecting himfelf, he encouraged his troops, 

' ahd relied upon his numbers. However, a wound which h^ 
received obliged him to retire out of the field,; a circumftance 
that fo difhearcened the foldiers, as gave the archbifhop an 
caly but no very important victory. Charles took fhelter in 
Stockholm^ and, to prevent his being purfued, ordered the 
fubuibs lo be let on fire. Thither he was followed by the 
prelate, wito, after raifing the whole country in arms, laid 
liege to the capital. His operations were vigorous, and the 
Charles fuuatton declining. At laft, Charles dcfpairing of re- 

itofed finding the greater part of the nation •JiiiifFcCled, 

^ X). concealed the public treafure in the houfc of the Dominican 
1458! friars, and embarked w^ith his own private riches in a ihip, 
with which he fee fail in the night to Dantzic, This event 
happened in the month of March^ 145^, and in the ninth 
year of his rci^n. Immediately the Swedijl) lords in Denmark 
returned to StockMm^ entered upon the public affairs in con- 
fultation with the archbifhop, and unanimoudy refolved to 
eleCi* Chriftian in the room of Charles^ who had, by his flight, 
abdicated the throne. Accordingly they difpatched an am- 
bafly, to invite the Danijh monarch to accept of their crown, 
and come to Strekhobn^ to have the ceremony of his corona- 
tion performed. The offer was not rejeited ; equip- 

ped a flcc*t, and fee fail, attended wi^li a greaf number of no-, 
bility, for Siveden, On his firft arrivif*<^w’as prefented with 
a writing, cc^itaining the chief articled OT the^rivileges of 
the nation, which he read over and figned without hefitation, 
finding them peifedlly confonant to rcafon and jufticc. He 
was then conducted, firft into the church by the archbifhop 
and fenate, and (hen into the citadel, amidft the acclama- 
tions of the people. No fooner was he invefted with the 
badges of authority, than he applied himfelf diligently to re- 
cftablifh tranquility and good order. An infinity of conjplaints 
jChrillian againft the late king came pouring in daily, all protefting that 
ueUacd they had taken arms againit their prcfeit fovercign, only be- 
king of caufe they had been deceived by the cunning of Charles. The 
Sweden, king gave .obliging anfwers to all the plaintiffs, bid them be of 
andtherdy grQod courage, for it fhould be his ftudy to redrefs all their 
grievances, and render their lives happy 

a Mbvrs. p. aa 
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• 'I’he acquifition of the Swedijh crown foon gained Chrtf^ 

that of Norway. He had nothing more to do than pre- 
iren\)iimfelf at Drontheim^ and receive the allegiance of the 
ihitesof Norway, Ta this was added another valuable acqui- 
fition, and the more fo, as.it had for abovt half a century 
been the caufe of numberlefs misfortunes to Denmark. AdoU 
fbusy duke of Slejivick^ uncle by the mother's lidc to Chri/iidnJ^ 
dying' without iffue, the dutchy reverted i neon tell ably to the Tbe dutefy 
crown of Denmark \ but there remained difputts about the fuc- c/ Slcf- 
ceilion to Holjietn and St?rmar^ that laid the foundation of wick r/- 
much trouble to all the neighbouring ftates. Chriftian had a ^erts to 
juft claim upon thefe territories ; but as they were pcrfonal,^^^^'’0'W''* 
and not derived from his crown, it will be uRncxefTary to?/^ 
enter upon particulars. Sufficient it is, that the earldoms of 
Holftcin and Stormar were ceded to the king, on condition 
that he psHd to Otton^ earl of Bchaivemburg^ the other claimant, 
thefumof forty thoufand ducats, buying off* likewife the pre- 
tenfions of Gerhard and Alaurice^ nephews to the late Adol^ 
phus^i for an equivalent 

• When Chriftian took pofleffion of thefe earldoms, it was 
expedient he ^lould receive an oath of allegiance from his 
fubjedj and laflals. The city of Hamburg was within the 
jurifdiflion of Stormar^ and thither the king went to receive 
the allegiance of the magiftrates. But they reprefented to 
him, that all the former carft were fatisficckwiih a promife of 
obedience, without ever exafting an oath ; they therefore bc- 
fought his majefty, that he would not break»through an an- 
tient cuttom, which greatly aftcdlcd their liberties. Chriftian^ 
moderation profited hm^on this occafion : he feemed fatisfied 
with their apologu<flnd they, in return, not 

obedience, 4)ut nIoeU'ire to take the oaths whenever his pre- 
fent majefty, or his fucceffors, ftiould require. 

The king held his court this year zi Reinfelden^ in 5/^ 
wick^ where he endeavoured to compofc certain diffurbanccs, 
which had their origin in the free town of Lunenburg, The 
fenatc of this town, finding the public debt inconvenient, ap- 
plied certain effedls of the church to the payment of the moft 
oppreffive Encumbrances. The biftiops of Schwerin Lu~ 
bee corfiplained violently of this proceeding; laid it before his 
holinefs, who immediately interdi^Sled the fenate and inhabi- 
tants, until fuch time as reflitution was made to the church. 

This occafioned an infurretftion in Lunemburg tlie inhabi- 
tants confpiringagainft the magiftrates, depofed them, created 
new officers, who were foon turned out to make room for the 
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old. Seditions of the fame nature happened in 
Hamburgh^ and were carried on with equal violence. 
bi(hop of Werderty who, of all the clergy, happened to * 
the pope’s cenfure, on account of his ftding with the fenate of 
Lumnbttrg^ came to wait on the king at Reinfelden. At this . 
prelate’s requcft Chrtjiian interpoled, and by his mediation 
'' p/ought about a good underftanding/and perfe<fl reconciliation 
between the people and clergy of the hanfC' towns. It was 
this year that he obliged the Dominicans to refund the treafure 
lodged in their hands by Charlesy after they had for a long 
time denied the fadt. 


year the pope’s legate came to Sweden, 
grant indulgences to all thofe who would 
lum towards carrying on a war againft 
the Infidels : a ftate-pretext which the holy fee had often* fuc- 
HisfelUy, cefifully pleaded, to fleece the fubje^Sts of every crown that ac- 
knowledged the fuprcmacy of the pope. Chrijiiany howxvcr, 
put a check to the rapid ^progrefs the legate was making in 
levying this tax upon fuperflition. He pretended that money 
was wanted to execute an expedition he defigned againft cer- 
tain fchifmaticsjn his neighbourhood, and came to an agree- 
ment with the legate, that the fum levied by indulgences 
ihould be divided between them ; in confequence of which he 
lepleniflicd the treafury, without diflatisfying the people. 

A. D. About this time the two bfothers Gerhard and Mauriciy 
1462. Jdolphusy came to a rupture about the county or earl- 

dom of Delmeuharjiy to which both laid claim. Gerhard was 
fupported by the king ; but the affairs of Sweden requiring his 
return, he wrote to the duke of Brunfymk and thfhop of Mun- • 
Jler to affift Gerhard, then bcficged byiift^brother in Delmen* 
horji \ a requeft with which the duke, plAil^ witk an oppor-* 
tuiiity of obliging his majefty, immediately complied. He 
marched with great diligence to the relief of the befieged, at- 
tacked Maurice in his trenches, and, after a very blo^y ac- 
tion, foiccd him to raife the fiege. Next year his majefty 
mediated a peace between the two brothers, in which he did 
not forget his own intereft ; but we are not informed of the 


jij^ The following 

1461 * pcfwers to 

contribute a certain 


particulars. • , 

^ p This year Chriftian made a tour to Mecklenburg, alid held 
a congrefs at Wifmar, in the marche of Brandenburg, with a 
number of princes \ the intention of which is not fet 


forth by writers, k is fuppofed, however, that meafures were 
concerted for humbling the pride of the hanfe- towns, whofe 
infolencc daily encreafed with their opulence, and gave um- 
brage 10 all the neighbouring ftates. Others again are of opi- 
nion, that only a dcfcniive-lcague was formed. 
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*l!i the mean time the SwJes began to complain loudly of^Tie * 
^ majcfty’s abfcnce, and permitting the people to be oppref- Swedes 
mjl^by lieutenants and officers. They were aftonilhed that a to 
'ace, fo prudent as Chri/iiant (hould have fallen into an er- 


princcy fo prudent as Chrijiiant (hould have fallen into an er- 

ror of government fo fatal to feverai of his' predeceflbrs. They «*- 

alfo blamed him loudly for applying the national treafure, re- 

covered from the Domihicans^ towards the purchafe 

and Stormar^ two earldoms, with which had no con- 

neSion. On the other hand, Chriftian was informed of the 

difeontents of the Sw^es^ and all their motions ; in confe- 


quence of which he palled fuddenly to Stockholm^ with inten- 
tion to ftifle the fparks of fedition, before they received 
ftrength. His projed however mifearried, and* be fell into 
the fnare laid for him hy his enemies. This is not the place to 
enter minutely upon the whole of the plan, fchemed out by 
feme artful enemies to Chrpftian and their country ; fufficient 
it is, that they produced a jealoufy between him and the arch- 
bifliop of Upfal^ his moft faithful fubjedf, which was the (irft 
occafion of the revolt that followed. His majefty firft feized a 
upon the archbi(hop’s perfon, and fent him prifoncr into Den* 
tnark^ making himfclf afterwards maftcr qf all the garrifons affairs rf 
within that prelate’s jurifdiaion. Katill^ bilhop of Limo- ^eden. 
ping^ nephew to the archbifhop, wrote to the king to rclcafe 
his uncle, threatening in cafe of refufal to ufe force. ChriJUan 
defpifedhis menaces, wasHocficgcd in by the prelate, 

and after a (harp adion, forced to retire privately into Den- 
marki to avoid falling Into his hands. • 

Early in the following fpring he returned with a power- A. D. 
ful armameitt to Swe^n, Katill^ unable to oppofe fo nume- 1464* 
rous an army, rpwii!a to the province of Dalia^ and blocked 
up all the roius ^ith forts built in conveifij^nt places, and 
trees cut,down in all the avenues. trufting to his 

^rength, purfued his march, imagining he (hould canly fur- Swedes 
mount all the difficulties raifed by fo (lender a body of men *, 
but upon entering the foreds and narrow ways, his troops were 
fo galled by the arrows difeharged by the peafants placed in 
ambu(h, that he was forced to retire precipitately to Stockholm^ 
af^^er ioftng a great number of his beft men and officers. Ka-^ 
till pArfued him thither, and immediately laid fiege a fecond 
time to the city, t His majedy, not chuling to run the conl’e- 
quences of a fiege, having fortified in the bed manner poffi- 
ble the town and citadel, took Ibipand failed to Den- 
mark (A). 


It 


(A) This is the relation of relied by other writers. All 
i/l^urfm^ thcqgh we find it con- however agree, that after Chrif- 
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^ ^ It was ibon after his majefty’s retreat, that Katill publifhed 

a manifeflo in vindication of his own condu^l, filled with larg^ 
promifes to the people, bitter inve£}ives againft Chrtjiian^ 
nounciiig the allegiance he had fworn to that prince^ and 
inviting Charles^ l>s rival, again t9 return to the throne, from 
Charles ^hich he was fo folemnly and lately depofed. Charles did not 
^ hffitatc to embrace the propofal ; he returned, and was a fe- 
$ 0 e time acknowledged king; a piece of good fortune that 

was but of Ihort duration. Divifions arofe among his fiib* 
je£ls ; he foon became as odious as ever; and he abdicated the 
crown with more difhonour than before, having the additional 
difgracc of not profiting by experience 

CHR/STMN at length perceived his own error In dif- 
obliging the whole body of the clergy, by the affront put on 
the archbilhop. He therefore iludicd to repair his fault by 
rclcafing the prelate, loading himp^with civilities and ^^xcufes, 
and obtaining his promife to forget all injuries, and take up 
arms againff Charles, The archbifhop afkcd no troops, know- 
ing that Chrijlian would have occafion to employ all his forces 
* in another quarter ; he contented himfelf with a fum of mo- 
ney, apd pofied to Sweden to raife forces. 

A. D. T«is year fom'e difturbances appeared on the fide JJol^ 

'1465. Jiein. Gerhard, carl of Oldenburg, took arms to compel his 
Dan'tJI) majefty to pay him a fum of money due to him as the 
Seuvecn executor rfjf Maurice. tUndcr pretence of vifiting 

Denmark noblemcu in Holfiein, he entered the country with a 

and the body of troops, and feized upon feveral ftrong holds by fur- 
earlo/OU So beloved was this prince in Holjhin, that no one op- 

denburg. pofcd his progrefs ; only the ftates wr^^e to Chrijlian, that 
however buficd he might be with the thofc 

of Hol/lein requited his immediate prefcnce!* a I is rr ajefty or- 
dered a diet at Kiel, and attended in perfon. Prince Gerhard 
likewife appeared, and fpokc with fuch force of eloquence, 
that the king promiicd to pay him the money in difpute, or 
give him an equivalent in land. Gerhard accepted the pro- 
pofal, and the two princes parted extremely good friends. 

But other matters of difpute foon arofe ; the more bis ma- 
jeffy granted, the more was required by his ambitious knd tur- 

* Meurs. ibid. Putfekd. 1. iv. Hi^. Univer. 

/iWs iecond retreat, K.-itill re- reftoring him, if he would con- 
mained mafter oi' Hzvcifcn i but fent to releafe hrs uncle, a pro- 
was moderate enough in the pofition which he conflamiy re- 
height of his profpenty to make jeded (i). 
repeated offers to the king of 

(l) ClriL /, i. p. I®, - 
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' bufent brother. At the time when Chrtjiian imagined he had 
fattshed him, it was matter of furprize to hear, that 
(J%^ard had feized upon Hufum^ was at the head of a body of 
forces, and in hourly expedtation of being joined by the Enfl 
Friefelanders, Chrijiian loft all patience at^hls frclh inlfance 
of diiobedience and uijbrotherly condud. He marched yn- 
mediately to attack the rebels ; and Gerhard hearing of l¥t 
approach with a fuperior army, fled precipitately, leaving the 
Friefelandersio the king’s mercy, who punifhed only the ring- 
leaders and fomentersof this fedition. 

In Sweden the archbifhop performed his cn::agemcnts to 
Chrlftian: he got together a numerous army, :^ib^anccd and Sweden, 
befieged Stockholm^ and gave battle to Charles upon the ice. 

Both Tides fought with the utmoft obftinacy ; but at laft the 
prelate gained a complete but bloody vidfory. Charles was 
driven hick to the city, anHI forced, in a fhorttime, to fur- 
render at diferetion. Upon this the archbifhop called a diet, 
obliged Charles to renounce the crown, and fwear that he nc- 
ver more would afpire at remounting the throne, nor even ac- 
cept of the crown fhould it be tendered to him. Finally, he 
was fent prifoner to Finland^ with a certain* appointment for 
his fuljfiftence. 

But although the affairs of this unhappy prince were ru- 
ined in appearance, Chrijiian profited nothing by them. High 
difputcs arofe about a fucctlTor. The afchbifliop fupported 
Chrijiian^s intcreft ; and Eric Axelfon efpoufed Charles^ to 
whofe daughter he was married. In the* end Axelfon was 
chofen protedfor ; and the eledtion of a king poftponed. This 
new form of adminifl^ion foon became odious, and the peo- 
ple loudly called g^tor refloring Charles^ which the archbi- 
ihop oppofod wifn dll his power. The inadfi^it^' of Chrijiian 
upon thisoccafion, is indeed unaccountable; hardly any mea- 
fures were taken to fupporc his party in Sweden \ all was re- 
ferred to the archbifhop, who exerted himfelf in a manner 
that (hewed him equally a ftatefman and foldier. Only two 
reafonscan be affigned for CAr^Z/Wscondudl ; either his bro- 
ther Gerhard gave him too much employment on the fide of Chrif- 
Gergtany^ to allow him to attend to the affairs of Sweden^ or tian'/ivur- 
he wadapprehenfivc of becoming unpopular, by enforclnghis 
claim with an army of Danes and foreigners. At laft, after 
four years had pafTed in perfedt inadlivity, Chrijiian fitted out 
a large fleet, and made a defeent on StvAlenj where he took 
fome fortreflTes. His fuccclTes, however, were not propor- 
tioned to the public expedtation, and the king returned with- 
•ut gening any confiderable advantage ^ 

. _ * MeuR9. ibid. 
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accordingly was marching to invade Denmark^ when he 
met by the king at the head of an equal force. Both arqf.es 
engaged, and the Swedet were defeated with fuch lois, as pre« 
vented their evei again making.head againft Chriftiarty and 
obliged them to propofe terms of accommodation (A). The 
^ ’ W'^pofitions werej that all the fiates ofSiJo^edeii (hould acknow- 
ledge him king ; that Char Us ihould reft fatisfied with certain 
lands appointed for his maintenance ; and that a congrefs 
ftiould be held at Lubec, to terminate the whole bufinefs to his 
majefty’s fatisfadlion. Chrijlian was naturally inclined to pa- 
cific jneafurcs. He chofc rather* to relinquifti the certain 
fruits of his vidory, than rejeft thefe propofitiorls, which were 
made with no other intention than putting a ftop to his pro- 
grefs in Sweden, He ceafed hoftilitics, and returned to Den-^ 
mark^ to wait the execution of the protedlor’s promi'fi;. 

On the day appointed for the congrefs, his majefty arrived at 
Lilbec^ expecting to find the Swedijh deputies ; but they were 
not fo pundtual 5 and when they came, their apology carried 
evident figns of backwardnefs to the bufinefs expedled from 
them. In a wo^d, fo many difficulties were ftarted by the 
Swedes^ that not an article was agreed upon, and the congrefs 
broke up without appointing another meeting. 

I'me Luhecktrs embraced this occafion of making frefli rc- 
monftrances to Chrt/iian about \bc reftitution of their (hips 
and eSe^s. They were more fuccefsful than before, the 
king having paid 'down a fum of money in part, and given 
the fortrefs of Kiel as fecurity for the remainder. Although 
Chriflian exprefied no refentment to tly: deputies, yet he took 
meafures for revenging their breach of ^umife. He was un- 
fortunate only iVi not chufing a proper featon'Tor cjttccuting his 
purpofe. In the depth of winter he pafied with an army into 
W fji G9thland^ and laid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of Oenf-* 
teen. The Swedes flew to the relief of the garrifon, and, by 
a bold pufli, broke through the king’s lines, and threw in a 
confidcrablc reinforcement^ which obliged his majefty to raife 

(A) This year the DemJ& fent deputies to dcAand .refti. 
fquadron attacked a rich fleet ttftion; hut Chi/liaH Mwtrtdi 
of Luieckerj, under pretence of that it wa^impoffible, the booty 
ihcir fupplying with provifions having been dinded amon® his 
and wa;hkc ftorer, {]hc enemies whole fleet and army ; an" an- 
of Denmark. The booty was fwer with which the Lubecktrt 
prodigious, and the Lubeckers were forced to reft fatisfied ( 1 ). 

(i) i/Xmrf, p. so. y 
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^6 Bege, jfifter reeciviag a wound, as {bme authors aited^ \ * 

to Denmark. 

• j^is year Cbarks Canuffin, fo often depofed, yielded up A. D; 
his laft |>reatli, which occafioned the meeting of a diet, to H7°* 
deliberate on the future election. A flrong flarty appear^ in 
favour of Chrijiian^ but at length Steen- Stun was chofen re- 
gent of the kingdom ; the nobility apprehending, that • 

they cleft a king, he might recover all the fortreftl-s and caf- Sweden, 
ties belonging to the crown, which they had ufurped. They 
likewife flattered tbemfclves with enjoying more liberty under 
a regent, though, in fadt, this magiftrate diftered only in ^ . , 
name from a king. Chriftlan determined to fuppor^his claim ^hriftiaii 
and adherents by force of arms. A powerful armament was 
fet on foot, with which he failed ftrait to Stockholni ; but 
here he was again amufed with propofals for an accommoda- 
tion, and fair fpeeches, until ehe Swedes had augmented their 
forces* The king perceived his error when it was pafl: 
remedy ; but enraged at their treachery, he landed his 
forces, engaged the enemy with great vigour, and would, in 
all appearance, have been vi£l^orious, had he not been difa- 
bled by the wound of an arrow in the mouth, which broke 
feveral o|* his teeth, and of a mufkct-ball in the throat, which 
obliged him to quit the field. He drew oft' his army in good 
order, and retreated unmolcfled to bis (hips The Swedi/h 
hiftorians fpeak different, alledging, that tho Danes were de- 
feated, and a great number taken prifoners. Certain it is, 
that Chriftian returned to Denmark^ and nevrt* afterwards un- 
dertook any confiderable enterprize againft the regent, though 
his fleet hovered" round t.be coafts, and kept the kingdom un- 
der continual alari^^/'" He conftantly preferred peace and 
tranquility tcMthe dm Of war ; and from a natuVa) averfion to 
fpilling the blood of his fubjefts, as well as from an ambition 
to leave the kingdoms of Norway and Denmark rich and flou- 
rifhing to his fucceflbr, he negleftcd to profecute his claim 
upon Sweden. 

Now it was that this excellent prince, applied his mind 
wholly to the good of the ftate, and works of piety. Be- 
fidei coforcihg the laws, and amending them where they ap- He applies 
peared dSfedtive, he gained the aflfeftions of the clergy, but bh mindu 
efpecially of the !ame% blind, and decrepid, by his lil^rality, domeflU 
and generous endowments. His temper was tender and com- ajairs^ 
paflionate, even to weaknefs, if fo amiable^a dirpofition car- 
ried even to excels, can merit the appellation. His donations 

• Veb^/t. Revol. de Sweden, t. i. Puffen. 1. v. *»MevRs, 
h.h p. II. • 
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fd Ihe clergy were beftowed with the utmoft to 

and thofc only honoured with his favours who were cxei^Sr 

plary for piety, and refpcftcblc for their learning and cal^s* * 

'Vhe following year his majefty fet out on a pilgrimage to 
Rome^ or raiher\)pon avifit to th^ popc> paying his refpeSs td 
the emperor Frederick III. in his waj. It was at this time he 
»yeprefentcd to his imperial majefly, that in the domi- 

nions fubjefl to the empire* weic a pernicious bold fee of mart 
(Diihmurfiayn) who ifcknowledgcd no authority* and perpe- 
tually hari ailed their neighbours. He requefted the emperor's 
pcrmiHion to reduce them to obedience* and unite their coun- 
try with ^djlcin and Stormdn^ under the title of a dutchy. 
Frederic granted his requed* and invefted ChrijVian rn the ufual 
form with this whole country, in the manner he dcfircd. He 
then purfued his route to Rtme^ and was received with extra- 
ordinary diltindioi^ by his hoUpefe, and the coIleg%: of cardi- 
nals, thofe faiacions miniders of Chriji knowing well what 
honours and refpedt were due to a temporal prince of fo much 
confederation as CbrijUan. 

His fird tranfadion after his return to his own dominions^ 
was foundint:; univcrfity for the encouragement of arts and 
fcienccs. The fenatc was confulted on this occafion^. and all 
wnanimoufly were of opinion, that Copenhagen^ on account of 
the rcfidcncc of the court, and its prodigious commerce* was’ 
the fitted place «for the cdabHfliment of fuch a foundation. 
Whether thefc arguments were not rather fpccious than folid, 
it is not our bufifiefs to examine ; other countries have thought 
folitude and retirement the fitted companions of fiudy and 
phiiofophy. * • 

Two years afterwards Chrijimn refeh^jl to flrengthen the? 
fucceffion by^he marriage of the her^i^y piince. With 
this view he fent an ambafl’y to Saxony to demand Cbriftiaa^ 
daughter to the eleflor Erneft^ for his foh. The propofals 
were accepted* and preparations made for folemnizing their 
efpoufals with the utmod magnificence. It was not* how- 
ever, before the year following that the marriage-ceremony 
was performed. On this occafion* according to Meurjius^ 
and fome other writers* the order of the Elcphaht was fird 
indituted* though feme other hiftbrians attribute itslfiablilh- 
meot to Frederick L or II. or to Cbr^Umt IV. (A). 

U.VTIL 


(A) Originally this order 
bore a patriarchal crofs* which 
after tlie Protellanc religion was 
introduced into Demnark^ was 


changed for a gold chain* with 
an elephant fufpended to it* 
The king, conferred this order 
only upon princes aa^nobiliti^ 



iMI iMfid. wd wM ivb» bad tim 1470. 

A* 4 ilMiqi'’%^ret bat tbit ww hit temper twA ttChnihtii 
ibdoni tttviterjFejctraordinaiy ttti% for which vritm do 
pri«tncl wt any pavft. • ifo pofocutof federal of bia« 
emurtiemr aad among oth^s a owtain nohlemant who tooit 
(bdter at Ae court ot Al^ of iftcklttAtwit where he died of *^ 5 ’ . 

grief* Tbit perfon’e imne is not menttonedj but we are^"*"^* 
toM that hot chiMren endeaaoBNd ^all in Aeir power to re« 
gain his majefty’t favour, but io vain : be was no lefi uiexo* 
table to the kinoeent cbikir«> Aan to Ac pubaps guilty 
father K 

Abovt the year i48o» U was that ChriJHm cnoeavoured 
to reftore the union of Caimar^ and obtain^ a congrefs to be 
heM wtA this view at HthufitAt, The plcnipoi^naries of 
the three kAgdoms met, atm dH were perfe£lly fatisfied of the 
mutaal advantages that'would refult foom Ae union $ but it 
was impolfible to previul on Ae Swtdtt to acknowledge Cbnf- 
rfoa for tlietr Ibmeign* The DemiJb mmifters, however, 
tainsd of them a pimmifi: that they would ele& Jabtit here- 
ditary prince of Dimarkt at hia father’s deceafe. Soon aSuat 
flw prinqp J«lm was aifiiciated with hia father in the throne of 
Dttmmkt after having been iblemnly crowned at Lunden, 

The liopes affordra by the Swtdett that Ae union of CaU 
mar might one day be revived* and the printe’s elevation to 
Ae throne of Dtmaarkt were the occafion of great joy all over 
Ae kingdom* The birth of a young prince* named Chnfi- 
iiern a^ his fother, was ha addition to the public joy. > 

Nothing but feSftings, tournaments, and other rejoicings, 
were to be foen in Dmlnark , but his majefty’s death turned kSs duth, 
all into moitfjiiiig,^wlBeb happened on the day of 

Afoy, 1481, after a ihort iHneft, from whudt no danger was 
apprehended. 

CHRISTIAN wanted no other quality of a great prince, CbareAirt 
than a flight tindure of p^ke Uammg. In piety, juftice, 
foldity, moderation, courage loqinificence, and true dig- 
nity of mind, he h^ fow eqiuds. During a reign of near 
Airty-thtee ^rs, he cannot be reproached with a fingle 
feible in adwibiftmiwa, except bis arteftuig the aichbifbop 

■ llfovas. ibid. 

of AefirftdUUafiioa, bbtenring flrft been flivoured wiA Ae aw* 

OM rule, which is never m he- litaiy order called i>eiMdny(i)* 
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of Upfalt his permitting himfelf to be amufed with Axttfm*i ^ 
promifeS) and his pcrfccution of the noble family we havr juft 
mentioned. With refpeft to the firft, his honefty was abufed. 
The archbi(h(m was accufed of high crimes and mifde- 
mcanors he never committed} by perfons whofc veracity 
ChrijHan had no rcafon t^oubt.^ As to the fecond, be is 
blamclefs, fince the mod 'Itdcmn aflurances were given him, 
both by the regent and chief nobility of Sweden ; aflurances 
which he could not fufpeft, as they were the real inteieft of 
the kingdom. But, with refpe£t to the third accufation, we 
cannot pretend to vindicate Chtj^lian^ as the fail is too ob- 
fcurely by hiflorians. This ue may venture, how- 

ever, to advance, that his pcrfecuiing an unhappy family is fo 
inconfillent with the whole tenor of his conduct, and his na- 
tural difpolitioii, tliat we may very well fuppofe he mufl: have 
had fome cogent realbns for h'is condudh 

He left thiee children; "Johny who immediately fucceeded 
to the crown ; Fredertcky duke of SUfivicky and afterwards 
king of Denmark ; and Margaret^ queen of Scotland, by whom 
yatnesW. had Orkneys and Shetland, with this provifo, 
according to * the Danijl) writers, that the kings of Denmark 
fhould be at liberty to redeem thofe lands at a certain price, 
and rc-annex them to the crown Kii Norway, to which they 
originally belonged (A). 

SECT. 


(A) Before \vc enter upon 
the following reign, it may not 
be improper that we give a 
Ihcrt account of the houfe of 
Oldtnburg^ from which the Da^ 
nijh monarchs, beginning with 
Chr Jitdn, are defeended. I'his 
family then derives it origin from 
Wittik'ind^ one of the antient 
princes of Saxeny, who bravely 
aflerted the liberties of his 
country againll Charlemagne for 
the fpace of thirty years, and 
was at length forced to fubmit 
to that powerful and fertunate 
monarch. He was Toon after 
converted to Chriilianity, and 
created duke of in con- 

fcqnence of fonic fignal fcrvices 
he did the emperor. Hiftory 
affirms, that he died* 


with his fvvord in his hand for 
the fame emperor, whofe over- 
growing power he fo obflinatcly 
oppofeS? ^This happened in a 
battle agaJnft tlhr S^Medes^ A. C. 
800. As to the fucceffion of 
the Oldenburg family, before its 
princes afeended the Danijh 
throne, Buffier in his memoirs 
of the Danijh kings, fpcaks in 
the following terms : Haio, de- 
feended from the dukes of 
Friefeland, married daugh- 
ter of John earl of Oldenburg, 
the yoflnger fon of Walpert, fon 
of Wigbtrt, who was the only 
fon or Wittikind duke of Saxony » 
This Haio left by his wife Rixa 
an only fon called Elmar, who 
fucceeded to the earldom of 
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SECT. XII. 

Containing the Particulars*of the Reign of King 1o}\n. 

• « 

JOHN. 

AL'fHouGH Jdhn^ fon of Chriflian^ was acknowledged John 
king of Denmark and Norway^ in his father’s liic-time, ^Den- 
and the Swedes had laid themfclves under a folemn promife mark, 
to chufo him for their fovereign, yet he chofe to^rive his A. D. 
claim from a free eleflion of the ftates of the thiec king- 
doms. With tlie prince’s permiffion the fent am- 

bafladors to Sweden and Norway^ inviting the diets of thofc 
kingdoms tS fend deputies iorlelmjiadt^ in order to proceed 
to the cledion of a fovereign of the three kingdoms, agree- 
able to the treaty of Calmar, Steen- Sture perceived that this 
propofition tended to the annihilation of his authority, as re- 
gent and adminiftrator of Sweden^ and therefore at firfl: 
thought of making no reply to the ambafladoK. However, 
to conceal his ambitious views, he determined at length to 


couHn Frederic, Ehmar II. his 
ion fucceeded him ; and he in 
his turn was fucceeded by C/rr//- 
tian his fon, a valiant prince, 
who fuftained long and bloody 
wars againft HenrfLeo of Saxony^ 
whom we have had^fiequenr 
occailon to mentioi^hi 4he pre- 
ceding hiftory.^ Chiiflianhem^ 
afTaflinated in his way to 
falem, the earldom fell to Mau- 
riccf a cadet of the family, who, 
retiring into a monallerv* left 
his dominions to his eldeft fon 
OttoH, Otton dying without if- 
fuct ruA:eedcd by his third 
brother Qijriftian II. After his 
death John his ddeft^ibii be- 
came earl of Oldenburg^ being 
fucceeded by Com-ad, who left 
his dominions to his fOn Mau- 
rice. This prince dying with- 
out male iHue, was fucceeded 

^ ( I ' Vage 


by Theodoric his coufin, who by 
marriage canfe into pDflciTion 
of the earldom of Delmenhorft. 
Theodotic^ or Tibierry^ upon thi 
death of his £rlf wife, married 
Hedwig^ widow of Balthafar 
duke of Mecklenburgt and ftfter 
to Gerhard and Adolphus dukes 
of Holjlein and Siejwick. by • 
whom he had fcvcral children, 
and among the reft Chrijtiafi^ 
the late 'king oi Denmark, and 
the firft of the Oldenburg family 
raifed to that throne. This 
prince was ftiled king of Z)r»- 
mark, Norway, and Sweden, of 
the Goths and Vandals, duke of 
Shfwick, Holjlein, St or mar, IVag^ 
ria, and Dithmarjh ; carl of 
Oldenburg at^ Ddmenhorjl, &c. 
all which titles defeended tO 
John ion (i), 

10 , ef 
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perform 



His elec^ 
lion con- 
firmed kt 


, fbe BfP&uicu^ 

perform his promife by lending deputies, but to obftra^ the 
bufinefe of the congrefs by all poffible methods. The more 
firongly to evince his itncerity, he fet out in perfon from* 
Siockhelm to attend the congrefs ; but feigned fo many ob« 
ilf udlioBs to thi journey, tuid nt length ficknefs on the road, 
that the day for holding the congrefs was elapfed. 

Upon advice of the adminiftrator’s proceedings, the depu- 
ties of Denmark and Norway immediately confirmed Jebn'i 
^ -eledJion, fwearing they would never, during his life, atkrww- 
Damoik another foveroign. Afterwards a general diet was held 
and Nor- Calmar, and a frcfh oath wet taken by the feveral ftates 
way. of the two^ kingdoms, the governors of cities, provinces, and 
caftles, and by all perfons poflelTed of places or penfions un- 
der the government. 

The firft nSt of John's rmgn was to ailemble the Aates of 
SIfJufici and Holftem at J&V/, tj) regulate feme difiTeresces be- 
tween hinifeif sod bis brother Frederiek^ which was done to 
the advantage of the latter, at the interceffion of the queen- 
mother, who exprefled the utmoft tendernels for her younger 
fen. Heijlein was given him as his hereditary portion, and 
Siefwtck as a tevocable fief of the crown, for which he was 
10 pay homage. A conceflion lb important was lotuked upon 
as a proof of the extraorditiary influence her majelly had 
over the ftates, as well as of her afle^ion for Frtdtruk. It 
occafioned feveral remonftrances to the king about the illega- 
lity of the proceeding, and the injuftice done to his own 
^unily, in cafe' he dira the fether of male ifliie, who might 
perh^ not fucceed to an eledive crown,, and in that cafe 
would be leftdeftitute of all provMion. This was the opinion of 
the Danijh diet ; but the ftates of SleJ^ick and Helftein ftuck 
faft the qWen and Fredtrick. Tbt^ cdrrieJ their point, 
and thefe two valuable dutchies were again difinembered from 
theoown, notwithftanding the inconveniences lately felt from 
the jgrant made to the children of Gerhard*. It >» indeed* 
diflkult to conceive how either his majefty or the Danijb diet 
ifaould ever accede to fuch an ad. The fad however is cer- 
tain, and we muft leave the motives to be fiigteft^ by the 
reader, as we do not find diem fpecified in hurory. Before 
the breaking up of the diet, John pardoned the children and 
family of that nobleman penecuted .l^vCfe^ltmf towards the 
end of- bis reign, gave them back the eftate that had been 
confifeated, and 9 eftored them to all the titles and beaouis 
die family had ever pofifefted. 
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‘ <5fl: hb fetum lo Dmmark^ he requefted the fenate U pre- 
eced to the ceremony of bis coronation ; but it was deiiH;r«d 
* for above two years^ perhaps becaufe they were willing to dive 
into thc^ charafier of their prince, before they abfolutely cof»- 
finned bint in the fovcreignty. The tranqmllity which the 
. kingdom enjoyed infpirec^ his ma^eliy with the dcfign of re- 
deeming a number of crown lands and revenues, mortgaged 
by the late king. For this purpofe he laid a general tax on 
all the fubje£^.s of Denmark^ and fuminoned the diet of //«/- 
from whom he obtained leave to impofe a tax of two 
ducats upon evciy plough (A)- The fame was granted by 
the ftates of Slefwick^ although this tax came afijpi^waids to 
be the occafion of a war. 

aiTiduity to pay off the crown debts, and his at- John pays 
tcntioii to the public affairs, was fo agreeable to the feoate 
and people that they refolvAl to defer his coronation no^^» 
longer. Accordingly he was folemnly crowned at Copenhagen^ debtj^ and 
at a lull diet of the ftates of Denmark and Norway^ a great 
number of German princes and deputies from the banfe--^'"^ ^ 
towns, bonouiing the ceremony with their attendance. Soon ^ 
after 'John went to Norway to receive the oaths of his fub- 
je^s in (hat kingdom, and was again folemnly crowned at ^ 
Drontheim. At his return he vrzs ftrongly folicited by feveral 
of his courtiers to carry on the war with Sweden^ and urge 
the re-eftablilhment of the treaty of Cabnar fhui the queen- 
mother dvffuaded him from the enterprize. Dorothea wzs a wo- 
man, who, to profound (kill in politics, and the*bufine(s of the 
cabinet, annexed a moderation diffated by prudence and regard 
for the welfare orher fubje6b. She reprefented to John the dif- 
ficulty of forcing a king upon a people fo tenacious of liberty 
as the Swedes f aifU mould he fucceed in this* Attempt, the 
little probability there was of keeping them in obedience. 

She told him, that be was more powerful in being the fove- 
reign of two kingdoms only, and poffeiEng the affections of 
his fubjeds, than if he wore a triple crown, at the expence 
of employing the force of two to enforce the obedience of 
the dtird. She entreated him to reft fatisfied with bis prefent 
dominions, Ind not fuffer aitibition to ruin the felicity bim- 
felf and hfs fubjefls enjoyed, by bloody wars, which at laft 

f 

ral writers ; and indeed ilfesr- 
Jtus alledges, echat a partition 
of the datchies of Sle/ivzck and 
Holfiein was m ide between John 
and his brother {i]» 

/. Ik n. 
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(A) From this circumjltiiice 
it would appear, that the foie 
fbvereignty of Holfiein was not 
ceded to FrederiCf notwith- 
fianding Aeaffertions of fere- 

/ (s) Metnf. 
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would 



j 74 , gUbe fSftory of Denmark. 

would only impoverilh the kingdom in men and money. She 
added, that it was highly probable the Swedes^ tired of their 
dependence on the regent, and wearied out with the inconve-* 
niencies of a form of government not fuited to the genius of 
the people, would of their ovwn accord throw thcmfelves in 
bis arms, in which cafe he would more fecure of their fi- 
delity and attachment 

John cn- SucH were the fage counfels of this politic princefs, which 
ters upon diverted from entering upon a war with &wedm. He 
negotia- however to begin negotiations for renewing 

treaty of Calmar \ and at length matters went fo far, 
^that a c<i4jgrcfs of deputies from the ftates of the three king- 
Sweden ^ was appointed to fit upon a certain day. The Swedijh 
clergy had flrongly efpoufed John^ and the fenatc urged the 
congrefs fo flrongly, that the regent could obtain nothing 
more than infening certain Articles in the deputies inflruc- 
tions, with w^hich he imagined John would never comply. 
The chief articles to which his majefty was to fwear, pre- 
vious to his ele<Siion, were, that he fliould firfi of all pay the 
debts contradicd by his father, while king of Sweden ; that 
he fhculd repair all the Ioffes of the people ; that he (hould 
put a final ifl’ue to the differences between Sweden^znA Den-- 
mark^ concerning the illand of Gothland ; and thofe with 
Noriuny, re(pe£ting Skardal and Swario, It was believed by 
the regent, and his friends, fnat John nor the Danijb 

diet would digeff: thefc terms ; but the eagernefs of the king 
and kingdom to fee the crowns united, and the treaty of Cal- 
, mar renewed, made them overlook every difficulty, and ac- 
cede without hefitation to all the propofitions. The regent 
finding himfelf difappointed in his e»pe£Iations, fet all en- 
gines at wdrk to fruftrate the refolutibn o\ the congrefs. He 
applied in perfon to all the nobility of the kingdom, requeft- 
ing that they would not receive John before he had executed 
all the conditions ffipulated ; and to give the more fpecious 
colour to his difobedience, he publifhed a report that yohn 
had refufed to pay his father’s debts, or to terminate the 
difputc about Gothland. In a word, his arts fucceeded fo hap- 
pily, that we hear no more of the congrefs for'two gr three 
years. • 

pLf 'UP in *484 was ufhered in by^he moft terrible plague 

pcnniark.-^^^ famine that Denmark had ever felt. Near half the 
people were f^rept off; all the great towns, and even 
villages were almoft depopulated, no part of the kingdom 
having efcaped the ravages of thefe two moft terrible afflig« 

V 

**Meurs. ibid. p. 25. 
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tieds. The plague, in fpito of all endcavouxs to check its 
progrefs, continued to rage for the fpace of two years. On 
the third it fubfided, and in a (horc time after wholly difap- 
pcared^to the great joy of the whole kingdom, llis ma- 
jefty did every thing that became a wife and# humane prince, johr/j>&« 
for the relief of the poor ; and to his excellent regulations, 
and liberality, hiftorians attribute the fliort continuance of ftie 
famine, which ceafed long before ihc plague. 

Twis year the king called a diet at Copenhagen^ to delibe- 
rate on the means of preveniing the regent’s gaining poffef- i^^6. 
fion of the ifle of Gothland, Steen- Situe was ufing all his en- 
deavours to reduce it under the obedience of Sweden. He be- 
held with jealoufy a place of fo much importaifdfc to Den- 
mark^ in a Sxoedifl) war, in the hands of his enemies : he be- 
gan therefore to tamper with the governor, offering him a 
valuable equivalent in any paft of Sweden^ if he would refign 
the ifland, and his government , in Finland, Ivar Axelfon was 
governor of both. He was a Swede^ promoted for his good 
ferviccs by the late king ; but now fufpecied, and not with- 
out caufe ; for he gave up Finland, at the regent’s preffing in- 
fiances 5 but refufed to liften to any propofitions about the 
ifland. The regent threatened to ufe force, wliich Axelfon 
refentedTfo highly, that be faid he would furrender Firdand to 
the Ruffians^ if the Swedes in the leaft incommoded him. 

AXELSON's refentment burll forth Jtht \\t\i Swedijh Affairs of 
diet, where he joined with feveral of the nobility, well af- Sweden, 
fedfed to king John^ to depofe the regent, and place Arsfwed 
Trolle at the head of affairs. This was only a pretence; 

.their real dcfigif being to put the kingdom, according to their 
promlfe, in the han^s of his Danifn majefty ; but the regent’s 
addrefs parri^ off th« thruft, and difappointedpthe friends of 
Denmark. 

King John had exad intelligence of all the proceedings in 
Sweden. The enmity betwa^cn the regent and Axelfon left 
him no room to doubt but attempts would be made on Goth^ 
land^ and the l^anes run the hazard of difgraccfully lofing an 
ifland they poflefibd ever fincc it was conquered by VaUemar 
III. It was therefore refolved, in a full fenate, to take the 
government from Axelfon^ and declare war upon Sweden. Im- 
mediately a fleet of forty (hips were ordered to cruize off the 
coafts of the ifland : yc\, after all, the fecurity of Gothland 
was only a pretence of the king’s, to cover §. defign more im- 
portant ; at leaft this was the opinion of the Swedes^ who im- 
mediately affcmbled a diet, at which fome of the leading per- 
Ibns warmly infiftcd upon avoiding the impending ftorm, by 
^ y ^ ^ B b 4. calling 
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* eallirig Jehu to the throne, and renewing the union 'oP 

Calmer. 

His majeftyg having joined his fleet before Gathlandi had 
the town and citadel of Ifljby immediately iurrendered {O him 
by Axelfon, Tbd regent, dreading the confequencesof a war 
with Denmark^ requefted that John would grant him an in- 
terview and paiTport. He declared xi the king, that his cof^ 
nation was deferred on account of the fenate, and not from 
any fault of his, who was no more than the fervant of the 
fenate, forced to act according to their pleafure. Finally, he 
took an oath of allegiance to the king, and folemnly pro- 
inifed, if was poffible, to prevail on the fenate to do the 
fame. Jobh was duped by thefe large promifes, and fpecious 
appearances. Steene-Siure made oaths only to deceive, and 
to promote his own intereft ; for after prevailing on the king 
to procure from Axelfon the furreCider of the ifland Ckland^ and 
the fortrefs of Borkholm^ to the Swedes^ he then exerted all 
his influence againfl John^ knowing that his own grandeur 
depended upon excluding him from the crown 
^heklrg AFTER Denmark enjoyed profound peace for feveral 
is fudd^tdy years ; iior doe% hiftory furnifli us with any confiderable tranf- 
action, foreign or domcftic, until the year X494, wj^icn the 
a malady^ l^j^g feized with a kind of phrenfy, without any apparent 
that ajfcdli His illncfs did not, however, continue long ; but went 

hu tnicU without the alBftance of art, in the fame extraordinary 
manner it iifft appeared **• As foon as he recovered the ufe of 
A. D. his underftanding, he fent to demand a categorical anfwer 
H 94 * from the regent, with refpe£l to the refolutions of the laft 
Swedijh diet, and his own intentions with regard i&Oelandi ^ 
giving him to underftand, that he was no%longer in a humour 
to be put off vi^ith promifes. In confequlncC^ of this meiTage, 
a diet met ; and a great majority, headed by thebilhop of Up-* 
faly appeared in favour of yohn^ which created a mortal enmi- 
ty between that prelate and the regent. Nothing however 
was done, befides appointing a congrefs of the ftates of the 
A. D. ^hrcc kingdoms, on the twenty-fourth of ^nne in the follow* 
1495. ingyear. 

Aamgrtfs Whbn the deputies of the three nations met, they waited 
rf deputies lofis for the regent, who was detained ^by no adverfd windsji 
f^om the * baa roads, nor ficknefs, but want of mt^ination, as was now 
jfW evident to all. His repugnance occafioned the cx>ngre6 to be 
dam- adjourned to the <month of November y when fljch .mei&iee 
W6re tahep by the king as, perfiiaded himfelf, muft infal* 


* MtuRs. Had. p, 

»rt.iip. as. 




Hfaly feciffe4a Uoi Ae crown of Swiden. Accordingly hii ftl 
iail with a fine fleet for the coaft of Swedin ; but was obliged J®"" 

CO return^ after lofiog one fhip by fire, and ibveral more in 
dreadful florm. The misfortune of one ihip in particular j 
greatly afle&ed him, as on board her wwe al? the papers and 
titles he propofed producing at the diet to juftify bis claiip. . ^ 

SiHne-Stun was fo elevated with John\ difappointment, ^ 

he now openly refufed to enter upon any negotiations, andy^^^^ 
even ebfented himfelf from the diet, which he aiTembled by 
writs ii^iied with his own hand. 

yOHNy perceiving that it would be difficult to force the 
regent into terms, while he was conne£ted in allj^nce with 
the hanfe-towns, fell upon divers ftratagems to breal the treaty 
between them. But all proving unfucceisful, he engaged the 
Ruffians to enter Finland^ where they made terrible devafta- 
tion. Agsinll thefe barhariadi the regent oppofed himfelf, at 
the head of an army ; but though he thirfied for revenge, he 
dreaded coming to a battle, or engaging in open war with a 
nation fo potent as Mufeovy. yohn'si friends took advantage A. D. 
of the regent’s abfcnce, a diet was aflembled, znA Steen- Sture *497* 
folemnly depofed, which laid the foundation of a civil war 
we fhall^havc occafion to relate in the hiftory of Sweden^ 

During thefe tranfaftions in Jehn did not wafle 

his time idly in his own dominions. A fecond time his (bn 
Chrifiian was declared hcredurfry prince of Denmark iind Nor^ 
wajy and a war refolved upon with Sweden, The army he John ra^i 
raifed upon this occafion was compofed of Qermansy Frenchynn arn^^ 
Englijh^ and Spaniards j in a word, of foldiers of fortune, in- 
jtroduced into (Germany by Magnus^ duke of Lwm Saxeny. 

No pay was given them ; and, as they were to fubfift wholly 
on plunder, «hey^cA efleemed rather a banditti of robbers 
than a regular army. With this mixed corps be laid fide to 
Calmary while his fleet Ravaged the ifland of Oeland and the 
coafls of Sweden. The cieixens of Calmary finding reliftance 
in vain, capitulated upon honourable terms. Barkholm next 
furrendered to the Danifi) fleet* The molt: terrible ravages 
were committed by the king’s army all over the country, 

^wheis the foldiers difperfed themfelves : even the forefls were 
fee on Are, and every hoftility committed which his migcfty 
^bought would force ehc Swedifit pation into his teroii, and 
yeifder them weary of the regent *• 

In the mean time the regent prefied bdl'd on the king’s 
adherents in Sweden^ and blodc^ the archbifliop of Uffed 
(lofely up in the ftnueis called Steke^. Jabn ^ew to the 
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prelate’s relief, raifed the blockade, and then purfued hJs 
march to Stockholm^ with intention to lay fiege to the city ; 
ordering his fleet to block it up towards the Tea, and by every 
poffible means to affift his operations. When tbe^ regent 
found the capitSlil inveAed by and land, he immediately 
applied himfelf to the Dalecarlians^ the mod warlike people 
in Sweden^ and, by large promifes and i'pecious arguments, 
excited them to take arms for the relief of Stockholm. John 
was no fooner informed of their march than he fummoned a 
council of his general officers, and was rejoiced to find them 
all eager to come to an engagement. It was the cry of the 
whole arij^y not to wait in their trenches to be attacked, but 
bravely to march out, and engage the enemy in the open field. 
The king made his advantage of this eagernefs of his troops. 
Defiats Marching the cavalry out of his c\imp m the utmoft filcnce, 
the Dale- he covered their motions from Ine befieged, by thewdifpofition 
carlians. he made of his infantry. In the night the infantry filed oflF, 
and before break of day joined the horfe, drawn up at a poft 
fome diftance from the camp, thro’ which the enemy muft pafs. 

It was not long before the fcouts brought notice that the 
Dalecarlians were near 5 upon which his majefty w^ent through 
the ranks, encouraging his trooj^s, by promifes of reward, to 
maintain the honour of their feveral coilntrles, and exhorting 
them to put an end to a deftrudive war, by an exertion of 
their valour for a few hours. Ue was anfwered by a (hout, 
which convinced him of the ardour of the foldiers. Imme- 
diately he led them on, and attacked the enemy Sii Root ehroc^ the 
Dalecarlians ftanding the Ihock with great firmnefe. A cloud 
of arrows was difeharged, that covered th5 whole Dantjb^ 
army, and made fuch ilaughter as would certainly have wrefted 
viQory out Of the king’s hands, had ^he vneijiy been fup- 
ported with cavalry. Having nothing however to oppofe to 
the king’s horfe, they were attacked in flank, broke, and put 
in diforder: after this the carnage became dreadful ; the re* 
peated endeavours of the brave Dalecarlians to rally, only pro- 
longed their fate, and made their deflruflion more complete. 
Too obflinate to quit the field, they were hemmed in on 
every fide, mod of them preferring a glorious de^h to JJight 
or captivity. The king, fatiated with blood, ordeled a re- 
treat to be founded, and returned in gofd order to his camp, 
without permitting his army to plunder the baggage, left 
the defperate Daiccarlians ftiould feize this opportunity of ral- 
lying the few remaining difperfed troops. Immediately he 
ordered the fiandards and other trophies of his victory to be 
erected in view of the garrifon of Stockholm^ thinking^by this 
means to intimidate them to furrcndcr. The efFe^t 
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produced was dtre£tly contrary to his expcdation, but not leis 
fucccfsful, Stan-Sture imagining that the Dakcarliam^ after 
<iefeating the king, were now pillaging the camp, opened the 
gates,, and permitted all the inhabitants to pour out in flocks 
to parukc in the general joy«and plunder. Hii majefty fell upon 
them, drove them back to the walls, and nude prodigious 
daughter \ the regent himfelf efcaping with great danger in a 
little boat. In coni'equcnce the city capitulated ; the nobility, , 
moft averfe to John ^ c kdtion, came and fued for pardon, and 
the regent himfelf intreated the king to grant him an inter- 
view, Their firft conference pafled in reproaches from the 
king, and excufes on the iide of the legent. the end, 
however, he was pardoned, and John crowned iZing of Swt- 
den^ in the manner we fiiall relate more, particularly in the 
hiftory of that country. 

At a«feaft which his mayfly gave the St W/)?; nobility after Js clewed 
his coronation, he afked a German oiHccr at table, whether king of 
any thing was wanting to render the folemnity complete. Sweden. 

“ Nothing, fays the German^ befides an executioner to cutoff 
** the heads of fome of thofe lords, and imprefe the reft 
with juft notions of the fidelity and obcdigice they owe to 
** their fovereign.” The king was fo enraged with this 
fpeech*, that he continued for lome time filent, with his eyes 
fi*ed on ihc ground. At laft, darting a look full of refent- 
ment at the German^ he replied, ** I had rather fee all my A. D. 
evil counfellors hanged on a gibbet, than be overwhelmed 1498. 
with the fhamc of an aflion fo barbarotis as that you re- 
“ commend. God forbid 1 Ihould ever be the oppreflbr of 
liberty, or*dcny any free people the right of chufing 
own governors y an anfwcr that fets thccharaftcr of this J®”*’*^* 
prince in the ofoft tonfpicuous point of view,^ and deferves to 
be engraved on the hearts of all princes ^ 

About the beginning of the following year, the king ,en- 
tered upon a war, which terminated little to his honour or ad- 
vantage. It was occafioned by the grant made by the empe- 
ror Frederic to the late king, of that country inhabited by 
the people called Dithmarfians. For many ages this brave 
people, fbnd of liberty, had thrown off the Danijh yoke, and 
afpirdB at perfeft independency, never acknowledging them- 
selves fubjedl: to th# archbifliop of Bremen^ except when they 
dreaded the arms of Denmark. The late king's death pre- He?narchei 
vented his intention of reducing them ; amd the dcfirc pf a>^ainfithe 
tending his frontier induced John to attack them. He com- J>ithmar- 
municated his plan to his brother Frederic^ and engaged'him fians. 

* Meurs. ibid. 

, to 
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to join the ZX1R//& irmy with the troops of "fdm 

began his inarch in the month of February^ accompanied bf 
his brother Frederic^ and the flower of the nobility of Deth 
marky Swedtn^ and Norway. When joined by the aux/Uaries, 
his army was fo Numerous, that he expeded the Ditbmarjian$ 
W9uld make their fubmiffion, wichout ftriking one blow. He 
could not perfuade himfelf, that a handful of militia would 
• prefume to meet in the field a powerful well-difciplined army» 
fliifhed with vi£lory, and the conqueft of a potent kingdom. 
D. miflaken, and greatly afionifhed, when he found 

1500. that this determined people difdained fubmiflion ; and the in- 
habitants qf a diftri(St> not feven miles in extent, prepared to 
face the fovereign of three refpc£lable kingdoms. So fure did 
the Danes make thcmfelves of victory, that they (hared the 
booty before the engagement ; and every one brought car- 
riages for moving ofF his proportion of the fpoil. Merchants^ 
attended the army, having with them large Turns of money, 
imagining they might purchafe things of value at a low price 
from the fbldiers. A kind of infatuation pofleffed the~ whole : 
all propofed immenfe riches to themfelves, without dreaming 
of the danger, or the chance of war. Kven the fenators 
were fo infatuated as to divide among them all (he be- 
nefices, wantonly afluming the title of abbots ; a piece of 
temerity which gave birth to the faying, ‘‘ Never was battle fb 

fatal to the abbots.’’ The truth is, jealoufy and fadlion pre- 
vailed in the king’s army. Many perfbna dreaded his aggran- 
dizement by neviPconquefls, not doubting but a feries of wars 
would be the refult, inftead of peace and tranc^uility. Ambi- 
tion, faid they, is boundlefs, and the hanfe- towns will be the 
next obje£l of conqueft. Others, who believed their fervices 
in the Swedijh ^war but ill requited, wentTo far zv to confpiro 
againft the king’s life ; but their villainous defign was happily 
difeovered by an infant, juft as it was on the point of exe- 
cution. 

Such was the condition of the king’s army, while valour . 
and unanimity fupplied the place of numbers among the ene- 
my. They thoroughly weighed the ftrength of the Danes^ 
and fought the means of refifting them with the uflnoft rau- 
tion and vigilance. MeUarpy their capital, was neitHer for- 
tified by art nor nature to their fatisfa^ior, fo that they were 
afraid to tnift to its walls and ftand the fiege. On the other 
hand, their want of cavalry made it hazardous to give battle 
in the open plain. They refolved therefore to retire into the 
^art of their country, where the canals and dykes wrnld 
ferve for rampartsi and gready incomrpode the enemy^. 
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Aftm tbe Icing had paiTed foinedaj^ at Hatih expeding 
the Ditimm^JSam would ofI«r their fubmiffion, at lafi he began 
bis march towards which he took altnoft without re- 

finance, the inhabitant having deferted it ^th all their va- 
luable eflFe^is. The confteitiation of the Dithmarfiani was 
great upon die lofs of t^eir capital; ibme talked of furrcci- 
dering, while others were for making a defperate pufii, and 
riiquing all. While the king fiaid to refrefli his troops at 
Mdd^rpy he fent out a detachment to examine the country, 
and difcover the enemy. Hardly a man of this corps returned, 
with fuch fury did the Dithmarjians attack them. Upon 
this the kingfet out with his army to chaftife,, their info- 
lence, and was iirft obliged to attack a narrow pafs, which 
the enemy had diligently fortified. His body-guards led the 
van, the infantry were in the center, and the cavalry marched 

the reafi-, through narrow rough roads, lined on both Tides 
with wood. At firft this was the only difficulty his majefty 
encountered $ but on approaching the enemy, he found them 
ftrongly entrenched, and inacceffible on all Tides ; befides* 
the narrownefs of the roads, and diTpofition of the cannon 
and baggage, in the front and rear, rendered* it now hazar- 
dous ei|her to advance or retreat. His cmbarraifinent did 
not efcape the enemy : they were prepared for it, and played 
their batteries with great vigour and fuccefs. Showers of 
arrows were likewife poured among the kin^s troops, and the 
endeavours of the Dithmarjians were greatly affifted by a vio- 
lent {bower of hail, dire£Uy in the faces of tfit king’s troops. 

In a word, every thing co-operated to e(Fe£): the di^race and 
•ruin of the Danijh army. Cold, fatigue, and derpondency,y^^^^y ^ 
univerlally prevailed/ Baffled in their endeavours to retreat, Dlth* 
there remained fio means of fafety but cuttfng their way marfians* 
through the midft of the enemy’s camp, which was imme- 
diately attempted. The attack begun with great vigour, 
fiipported by the king in perfon, and it was fufiained with no 
lefs courage and firmnefi. Whole ranks of the Danes were 
hewn down by the grape {hot of the enemy, while their fire 
was vainly fpent upon dykes and batteries. Encouraged 
"however b^ the prefence and example of their king, one 
rank advanced upon another of their flaughtered companionss 
and foon met tteirafate. Confufion b^n to follow thia 
terrible carnage, and even the king bimfelf was difmayed. 

His falliDg back was the fignal to a generaf root, and now it 
was that the nu^ difinal terror and.diforder appeared. The 
cannon and biyigage in the rear blocked up every paflage, and 
the men fell back upon each other in one tumultuous crowd, 
'{'b^tffantry threw thcmfelves into tlie ditches to make room. 
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and the cavalry, finding thcmfclves blocked up, tfod dowtf ■ 
the foot, as if they had been enemies. To give the finifh- * 
ing blow to the diftrefs of the Danijh^my^ the Dithmarjitint 
fallicd out amonj them, fword in hand, hewing thenrdown 
without pity, remorfc, or refiftaflcc. At the fame time they 
opened their fiuices, and almoft overwhelmed them with a 
torrent of water, which however had this unexpected good' 
cfivCl, that clearing the ditches, and carrj'ing aw’ay a great 
part of the hagi^ngc in the rear, it opened a pafijgc for^ the 
cavalry to retieat. Nothing indeed could be more providen- 
tial than this laft aCiion of the enemy, which alone pre- 
vented the'jE'fVWJ from being killed or taken prifoners all to 
a man. Some writers alledge, that this opening was made 
by the cariifon the king left at Meldorp^ who now came to 
his relief, and removed the car^m and b:*ggage that blocked 
up the rear. What wc can afnrm for a certainty, upon th# 
authority of all writers, is, that the king was totally defeated, 
and the ditches filled with dead bodies ; a circumftance that 
facilitated the efcape of the furvivors, by diminifhing the 
crowd, and forming a kind of foot path in the deep and 
muddy trenched. 

VW/y nf D'lthmarfiam did not enjoy their viSory with t?ie fame 

JffDiih- magnanimity they gained it. All forts of cruelties were com- 
larfians. initted on the bodies of the wouiyied and flain ; their eyes were 
plucked out, their nofes flit, and their ears cut oft', with a 
barbarity unworythy of a warlike people. It was with diffi- 
culty they were prevailed on to bury the dead ; nor did they 
at laft comply with thefe laft duties of humanity, but to avoid 
the inconveniency of the putrid exhalations arifing from the‘ 
corrupted bodjjs. After all, the infantrj^^alo^e were interred, 
while the cavalry were left a prey to birds and b§afts*. 

With refpe^tothe number of flain, we have no cer- 
tainty ; but the moft common opinion is, that four ihoufand 
Danei were left on the field, befides the wounded and prifo- 
ners. Ampng the former were Adolphus Oitov^ and the carl 
of Oldenburg^ together with three hundred and fixty officers 
of Icfs note. The king loft likcwife an infinity of ftandards,. 
colours, and other' trophies, befides all his artillery ^ndliag- 
gage. Such was the event of this unfortunate expedition, 
undemken from motives of ambition, *'and unfuccefsful for 
want W forefight^ unanimity, and from too great confidence 
in the fuperiority of numbers. 

mce con- JOHN" having collcflcd the remains of his fcattered forces 
vcW. in was meditating another invafion, k' order to wipe 

* Meuw, Viu Johan, ibid, ^ 
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oiF^bisdirgracCy and revenge the manes of fo many brave 
foldiers, when a peace was mediated by the German princes 
between him and the Dithmerfians^ which continued until a, ly 
FreJerUJI: U* made another exp^ition into tjicir country. i50i. 
The rumour of this defeat once more roufed the ambi- 
tion of Steen-Sture^ and j:xcited a rebellion in Sweden^ which 
ended in a revolution, and the elevation of that nobleman 
to the rank he before held. He was adored by the pcafants, 
as the protector of their liberties, and encouraged by the 
nobility as the neceflaiy tool of extending their own privi- 
leges. But we (hall poUpone the relation of particulars un- 
til we come to the hittory of Sweden^ that wc mj)j avoid re- Sweden 
petition. Sufficient it is, that this revolution was eftefted in 
the year 1502, and forms one of the bufieft and moft in- 
terefting periods in the annals of cither kingdom. 1502. 

. But the ambition of SMe was not fatisficd with being 
the firft perfon in Sweden^ he muft alfo acquire the fupreme 
authority in Norway^ to fill the mcafure of his defigns, and 
gratify a foul wholly occupied with the luft of power. No 
obfeacles could difeourage him, and he panted after the ac- 
complifhmcnt of this enterprize, with an eagernefs proper-* 
tioned the difficulty of attaining his ends. The people had 
always teftihed an inclination to the union of Calmary and a 
ftrong attachment to the Icings of Denmark -y but Steen-Sture 
was noMo be repulfed by obiftudiions which muft melt away 
before the heat and fervoilr of his genius. He wrote to 
tfte nobles ; he employed emiiraries to debauch the minds of 
the vulgar : to the former he promiled unlimited privileges ; 
and to the latter, an exemption from taxes impofed by the 
DancsyZXiii every thir^ elfe that could cajole, amufe, and engage 
them in hi:»^ intereff. ' Motives fo powerful as'Jthcle wrought 
the defired efteft ; the Norwegians loved eafe and liberty : 
here in imagination they faw a happy profpefl ; they puflied Norway, 
forward^vich eagemeisy^rdeclared thcmfclvcs, and Joined the 
Swedes againft Denmarky ebufing Canute Adolphus^ a power ful 
lord of the country, their leader. 

JOHN was grieved and aftoniflitd at the firft report of 
*“^his^cvolStion ; but he . did not dcfpair of regaining the 
Norwejpam, With this view he deputed the biihop of 
child and Henry Crommeditz to them, after obtaining paiTports 
from Canute Adolphus. They had an interview with this 
nobleman, which ended in reproaches, aiA his aflrailination» 
without its ever being known whether the Danijh deputies had 
^ the king’s inftjjpftions for committing this barbarous and infl* 
dious aft. Confufion and tumults were the immediate con- 
(pq^ces of this murder : ti)e Norwegians retaliated on the 
t Danes ; 
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Dams ; and fuch were the heats produced, that no time tov&i 
he afforded to inter the body of Adolphus for the fpace of 
twelve years ; with fuch rage did, they purfue their mutual ani^ ' 
mofuy (A). A^the king never took much trouble 19 difcoi» 
vering the murderers, it was coqedlured that he was privy to 
tlv; defign and thus he lay under the imputation of being at 
Icaft an acceflary to two horrid aflaffinations, without perhaps 
having any fltare in either ; nor indeed can we at all conceive 
what purpofe the latter murder, in parttcolar, could have an^ 
fwered. We find it however related, that on his death-bed 
he was fo touched with remorfe, at being inflrumcntal in the 
marechal’si^^eath, tliat he often called upon his name in a kind 
of pbrenzy\ 

All this year the king was bufied in the StVidiJhwzXy and 
blocking up Stockholm ; the lofs of which place, and the 
queen’s imprifonment, greatly 'aftc£ted him. We fhall fee, 
in its proper place, how Stun came into poiTeffion of the ca-* 
pital and of her majefty’s perfon, who defended it for fome 
time with the valour and (kill of the greateft general He 
now had fome intelligence, that the hanfe-towns were ready 
to join the adminiftrator and he applied every engine to pre* 
vent their defigns, by a renewal of the treaw fubfi^ing be^ 
John^ tween them and Denmark. The bifcop of Udenfeoy accom-* 
gotiations patiicd by two gfotlemen of the court, were fenc to Lubec^ 
^iihtht to lay before regency the ferics of Siure*% perfidy, bis 
regency of breach of treaties and oaths, hii rebellion againft bis fove-^ 
Lubec. reign, in defiandeof gratitude, repeated obligations, and the 
laws of his country, to which he had folenmly fworn $ his 
ioaprifonment of the queen, in open breach of a particular 
treaty with. her before (he furrendered the citadel of Stockw^ 
holm^ togethci'wjth a thoufand other articles of iwipcachment. 

In fine, he demanded of the regency, out of refped to him, 
and the friendfhip fubfifting between Denmark and the 
hanfe-towns, that they would promUf not to favou/^ the ad« 
miniftrator, by fending fupplics of warlike (lores and pro* 
viiions to Sweden. He allured them of his friendfhip, if 
they would comply with this rcafonable requeft i and on 

* MfURS. Vit. Johan, ibid. 

(A) About this time two wards flifiig his body into thU 
tferwgian afiaffin^ came to fea, faying, that land was not 6f 
JPeaausrkf one of whom llabbed natural an element for a ffh as 
^ the grand marechal as he was the fea, alluding to Saumonii 
pafling from -the citadel to tJie which was the par^ of that 
city 9? Q^tnhagen. He after- nobleman’s name (i)« <• 

(f) /Jf, yobetn. „ ^ 
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enetni'es t6 him whoever flioold openly countenance and 
• port r^h agatnft their king arid country. 

'I'O kn this the negency anfwered, that their city being in 
peam iVfth both kiograms, it was unjuft to {wt a flop to their 
coomietce on account of Aieir particular quarrel •, and, 
indeed, neither his majefty nor the admintftrator had any 
right to, lay rcRriAions on their trade. Fronn this anfwer it 
was obvious the re^encjr bad taken their refol'ution ; Jofm^ 
however, did not fail foiiciting them by frefh inftances, and 
the fame negotiation he carrira on by his ambaflador with all 
the Vundal cities, and with much the fame event ^ 

King y»bn was provoked at the conduA of«Ae hanfe* 
towns, and gave orders immediately for a fquadron to be fenC 
to Tea to intercept all their commerce with Swtdeu. This 
iquadron had fcarce entered t)|p Baltic^ when it fell in with a 
rich LubM/r, bound for Sivedtn. This the Damjh com.* 
mandcr feized, and carried into port Lubui was im- 
mediately in arms upon this news. The people infifted upon Meqturnit 
declaring war on Denmark, and the regency inclined to their <uiiih the 
opinion, but were deterred from purfutng it, from motives of benfi- 
prudence, and.the exbaufted ftate of the public treafury. Ittewm, 
yvas thertfore thought advife^le to try the effe^ of a. nego- 
tiation ; and deputies were accordingly fept to Denmark^ 
which John treated with great^aughtinefs ip bis turn. He 
gave (hem to underftand, that he had no particular quarrel 
.with Lubetk, or any of the free towns ; and it was by no 
means his wifti to break with them •, biit they were before 
apprized of bis mtention if they continued to aflift bis ene- 
iht^ a proceeding whjeh he could not avoid conftruing into an 
indired alliance ajj^uinft Denmark. In a word, hg gave the de- 
puties to undetlUnd, that he had it in his power to tc revenged 
on Lubetk in particular. ** This cit^ fiiid he, bad its privi- 
** leges ftom the kings, my predecettbrs, in reward of its at- 
tachment to the intereft of Demnark ; it is poflible it may 
*< lofethem, as the juft punifliment of its ingratitude.’* 

On the return of. the deputies with this anfwer, the citl- 
..^^ns of Luhffk cried out with one voice for war ; but the k- 
gencyTorpfeeing the mconveniencies of a rupture with Den- 
marki made repeated temonftnuices to the king letmrs of 
lequeS, and every odkr poffiUe method. Finding him in- 
fteidUe, at lengdi, with reludance, they d(||eniuned to take 
aimi, and keep no meafurea. The diligence with which 
foey levied troops, and eqiu^d a fleet, made it apparent diat 

* s CaTTajKi ebtoa. p, 76. 
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they refolvcd on vigorous meafures; nor was the king^lefs 
diligent in preparations to rcfiil them. 

In the mean time Frederick^ duke of Skfwick and Holftein^ • 
offered his mediation between Denmark and the hanfe-towns# 
He came with •that view to L^hecky and omitted noftiing to 
prevent a rupture \ but the minds of the populace were too 
much inflamed to admit of the Iquiiable propofals of this 
pacific prince. I'hey perfifted in demanding liberty of trade 
with SiuedcHy the confirmation of the privileges in the ppns of 
Dcnmarky and reditu tion of the (hips taken by the king*s 
fquadrons. Incenfed with their obdinacy^ John augmented 
the fleets^intcnded to cruize upon their coafis. He fent like- 
wife for aid to the kings of France^ England^ and Scotland, 
But though no fuccours arrived, except from the latter and 
the marquis of Brandenburgy the rumour of fuch powerful 
alliances difeouraged the Lubi.kersy made them lay up their 
fleet, and difband their armies. 

A. D. Two ftout (hips of war were fent from the king of Scot- 
*503- landy and fevcral battalions of infantry by the elector of Bran- 
denburg; but the king not thinking it advifeable again to roufe 
the fpirit of the hanie-towns, who feemed difpofed to lie by, 
refolved to employ his auxiliaries in the conqued of Norway. 
Prince Chrxjlian was appointed to command the armaments 
dedined for this enterprize. The firft attempt made by the 
prince was attended with uncommon fuccefs ; he took pri- 
Prince toner the chief of the malcontents, condemned him to death, 
Chrif* and ordered him to be broke on the wheel. Store fent fuc- . 
tiiin^sduc- cours to the rebels j but the Swedijb troops being defeated on 
ft’/s in their firft arrival, Chriflian was left at full Rberty to reduce 
Norvyay the reft of the kingdom. In a word, the rigour with whicli 
bwe- hi5 highnefs treated the rebels, and efpeciaPy the nobility, a 
great number of whom he put to death, gave fo rapid a pro- 
gref'. to his arms, that in one campaign he faw hirtiftlf mafter 
of all Norway. 

1 JiENCE he pafled into Swedeny where be laid fiege to Elf- 
hurg cind Oerejieen. Hks operations were fo vigorous, that the 
garrjions foon ofFercH to capitulate j but he refufed to grant 
an/ terms to rebels, reiblving to imprefs terror by this feveritjfawi 
Siare perceived of what confequence it was to reli::ve*^ thefe 
two places. He marched with a body of horfe and foot with 
gicat fecrecy and diligence, towards Eljburg (A). 

t 

(A) Some writers affirm, that this party was coounanded by 
one Achon^ .and not by Sturt in perfon (1). 

( \) M^urf. ibid. ^ 
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The Stvtdip corps came within a few miles of the Danijh 
camp, when they were difcovered by a peafantf who gave 
^immediate notice of their approach to Canute Thimeey the 
Danijh q^cer upon guard for that night. Immediately he car- 
ried the news to the commander in chief \ fof the prince it is 
faid lay that night in the cjtadel of Elfburgy which had beeii 
furrendered the day before. But as it was now the hour for 
relieving the centinels, the enemy had time to approach the 
camp, •and feize upon an eminence from whence they could 
overlook the DaneSy before word came to the commanding 
officer. Nothing could be more favourable to Sture*s dcfigns 
than this opportunity. The whole Danijh camp w^s over- 
whelmed with fleep, and the prince abfent. however * 

imprudently relying more upon the bravery of his men, than 
upon the furprize of the enemy, ordered the trumpets to be tlfurprh 
founded, and the charge givei^; an order fo ill timed, that /;^^X)aniJh 
one of the trumpeters took the liberty of afking, whether it camp^ and 
were not more advifeablc to fall upon the enemy aflecp than to are de- 
waken them, and give them time to put thcmfelves in a ftate feated, 
of defence. But the general would have his orders impli- 
citly obeyed, faying, that he difdained attackit^ the king's 
fon, and ^ many noblemen, otherwife than in fair combat; 
a circumftance that renders it probable, that the adminiftrator 
did not command in perfon. The Swede foon felt the confe- 
quences of this boafted delicacy.* He broke irv with fury into 
the camp, made geeat flaughter at firft, but was foon over- 
powered and forced to fly, after lofing more thafl half his ca- 


valry j for his infantry had not yet joined him. It was the 
prince’s arrival thaf gave this fudden turn to affairs. He in- 
ffantly rallied the DanfSy and gave them frefh vigour by his 
prefence. Nor^was he Contented with rcpulfingfhc Swedesy 
and fecuring his camp ; but puflhing the fiegc of Oerejieen 
with redoubled efforts, he took the fortrefs in a few days, put- 
ting the garrifon to the fword, as he had done that of Eljburg, 
After that he led his vidlorious army into Eaji-Gothlandy 
where he burnt villages, took and pillaged towns and caffles^ 
and then paffed to Schonen to refreffi his troops 
"" ' The* fuccefs of this expedition occafioned great joy in 
Denmark ; ^or was there any thing to allay the public (atis- 
faftion, except the ennyty between die general of the ca- 
valry and the commander in chief of the artillery ; the for- 
mer complaining loudly, that he had been deferted in the 
heat of the aflion by the other, from motives of treachery 
. orcovgar d^gp.,..j^^^j)offible means were ufed by the friends of 
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thefe two officer to reconcile them ; but to no purpofe, -jntil 
the king intcrpofed his authority, and acquitted the com* 
niandcr of theaitiilery both of cowardice and tj;eacheiy« i 
Further A SHORT time after this, the faine general of the cavalry 
m/van- performed fomC fignal fervices to his country, by furprifing the 
SwediJ}) fortrefs of Oijburg^ whtcb the atlminiftrator had erected 
^atn^hy the dcfCTicc of the frontier. Li recompence of his con- 
Danes. and valour, John gave him his conquefts in perpetuity; 
and thus rewarded a faithful fervant, and defended his fron- 
tier, without expcnce to the government. 

Ai-L this while Sture was not idle in Sweden, The Lu- 
heckea had joined him with a fquadron, conlifring of Ax men 
of war r^atid he raifed a body of land-forces, with which he 
becanrte maAer of almoil all the forttefl'ts in the kingdom, ex- 
cept Calmar and Borkholmy the fieges of which places were 
raifed by the feafonabic fuccoq^j fent by John, S^iill however 
the Dana continued their incurAons, to put a Aup to which, 
and gain time, Stun fet a negotiation on foot concerning the 
queen’s relcafe. The pope’s pope’s legate coming to Germit* 
ny about this time, it was thought a general peace would be 
eAablifhcd, as he laboured to unite the Chriltian princes, in 
order to engage them againft the inAdels. The legate wrote 
to king John^ defiring he would fend ambafladors to a con- 
grefs at Lubeck^ to which he had fiimmoned deputies from 
Sweden^ and all the cirjes. The deputies of the fcvc- 
ral Aates met accordingly ; but Sture\ agents equivocated fo 
grofly, that the legate declared, unlcfs the adminiftrator re- 
leafed the queen, furrendered his authority, and returned to* 

S ether with the whole kingdom of Sweden^^to the obedience 
)ey bad fworn to king J^n^ ht would engage his holinefs \o 
pour down upon them all the thundei^ of ^the church. 

'Fhese menaces operated powerfully on tifc minds of the 
regency, and the deputies ; the former requeuing le^ve 

to accompany the latter into Sweden^ to treat with Sture in 
r perfon concerning her ms^fty’s releafe. They likewife fent 
deputies to Straljund^ to treat with king John^ concerning 
certain preliminary articles of peace. 

It was a matter of lefs difficulty than was imagined to 
if cure the queen’s liberty ; the whole Swedtjh natjpn 'navuig 
mark ilt endcavourcd to prevail on the adminiftrator to fend her 
at liberty, Denmark. Her majefty was ditended at Uelmftait by 

crowds of thCc nobility ; and bis majefty, followed by the 
nriiice and court, met her at a confiderable diftance, and con-* 
^udted her to Copenhagen^ amidft the jcTyful acclamations of 
the people, who loved the perfon, and greaaiy**itBli^ th# 
abilities of this heroine. 

- ViflCHI 
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The fudden death of Su^n-Siure on the following year A. D. 
aefieded a total change In the affairs of Sweden. Warm 1504. 
dirputCB arofe whether his Danljh maje (ly (hould be called ro 
the tbrdne, or t^e management of aflairs pu| into the hands 
of SuanU Sture^ grand marechTal of the kingdom. 7 'he latter 
opinion prevailed, and the new adminiftrator began his gA« 
vcrnmcnt by renewing the war, and laying fiege to Calmar 
and Borkbolm. More than common vigour was exerted in 
finilhing thofe fieges ; but all the efforts of Sturc were baffled 
by the bravery of the garrifon and the ftrength of the forti- 
fications. Yet feme writers pretend, that C<7///itfr was taken 
by aflault ^ ; an opinion we iind contradided by tbt bed au- 
thorities. • 


King John was foiled in his endeavours to reduce Swe- John’j dc^ 
den to his ^bedicnce, and tei^inate the war } he therefore Jt^ns 
deliberated upon the moft effe£fual means of punifliing this againft 
rebellious nation, by (Irtking fomedeciflve blow. 'I'he ifland Sweden, 
of Borftbolm was the great fecurity of their commerce in the 
Baltic^ and of this he propofed to deprive them. While he 


was bufied in preparations to execute this plan, the duke of 
MeekUnburg declared war on the Lubecken. The regency, 
terrified tt having two enemies at once to deal with, made 
propofals of peace, and agreed to whatever his majefty de* 
manded ; but the reft of the lyrnfe-towns, particularly Dant^ 
Zfck^ Riga^ and Revel refufed to fign the treaty, pretending 
that their union would not permit them to accede to articles 
which refpeSed the intereft and convenicncy of one city only. 
Lubeck however •concluded the peace; and as this was the 
^nly city that had powerfully fupported Sture^ his majefty 
was now at liberty tc^turn his whole force a^ainft Sweden. 
However, hc^gavc car to the arguments of the Scottijh am- 
baflador, fent to mediate peace among the northern crowns. 


A congrefs was fixed at Calmary for the deputies of the three 
kingdoms. The king, the Scstti/h amballador, and fenates 
of Denmark and Norway attended ; but they were difappointed 
in the ufual manner by the Swedes^ who thought proper not 
52 keep th^ir engagement* was incenfed at this indig- 

nity ? 1^ read to the congrefs the proofs and other docu- 
menrs of bis title to the crown of Sweden^ and the oath of 


allegiance that natiorf had fworn. He accufed the Swedes of 
rebetlioji and peijury ; but that he might not give judgment 
in bis own caufe, he left, fcntcncc to be palled by the fenators 
of Denmark Sind Norway. Accordingly they pafled the fol- 
■ispi y lilg Jeim i^ d yat Suame Stare and the other members of the 
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Smdijh fenate, who had figncd the oath of fidelity to the 
king, and were ‘guilty of perjury by exciting rebellions in 
the kingdom again ft their fovereign, {hould be degraded from 
their nobility, hf ve their ellatcs conftfeated, and be obliged to 
furrender the kingdom into his'majcfty's hands, by a certain 
day. This fentence was fent to «:he emperor Maximilian, 
with a requeft that he would examine and confirm it, if he 
thought it was founded on equity. His imperial majefty 
complied with the king*s dcfire; the decree was canvafil'd 
before the aulic council, and folemnly ratified. 

A. D. Whi-n yohn found himfelf fupported by the emperor’s 
1506. confirmati.^n of the decree, he ordered it to be printed and 
publifhed, and then took the necefl’ary mcafures for enforcing 
it, beginning with degrading the perfons levelled at, and con* 
fdcating their cliaies. He cau^ to be publiflied in all the 
hanfe-iowns, the imperial decree ot ratification, declaiingat 
the fame time, that if they continued their intercourfe with 
Sweden, or any ways aided or abetted the rebels in that 
kingdom, he would immediately revoke the privileges granted 
by his prcdeccflbrs to their fliipping in the ports of Denmark* 
It appears, that the Swedes were troubled at the publica- 
tion of this decree in the empire. It created conkfion in 
the kingdom, and alienated the minds of numbers from the 
regent. Dieading the confccjucnces of their difaffedfion. 
Stun fent deputies to Denmark to negotiate peace ; but as he 
bad before broke his faith to the king, the deputies could 
only obtain a ful'penfion of arms. 

A. D. LVBECK' fought now to break the late treaty concluded 
with ; but hiftory does not fpecify the reafons for 

*rhe L\\~ which fhe oppofed the growing inter^l oi John \n Sweden, 
bcckcrs which was the real occafion why the regency deiircd to come 
latt reai ^ rupture with Denmark* This city received all the Swe^ 
ftiips that came to her ports, and furnifhed them with 
ammunition, provifion, and every implement of war, in open 
defiance of the king. John remonftrated to the regency, and 
they replied, that the fhips he fpokc of belonged to the Van^ 
dal cities. It was plain however, that the trade ^of Sweden 
was carried on clandeftinely in neutral bottoms ; zi^AJobn, 
to put a ftop to this evil, ordered a fquadron to cruize in 
the Baltick, and feize upon all the LubAk (hipping that came 
in their way. Several rich vefTels were taken, the regency 
was alarmed, an<f fent to demand reftitution. The other ci- 
ties followed their example ; but all the deputies were dif- 
mifl'cd with this anfwer, that the (hips an^^m " ‘ 

were lawful prize, as they carried on a traffic witfi* 
in dired); violation* of the late treaty. The populace ofN&ir 

beck 
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beet preiTed the regency to make reprifals ; but they more 
prudently contented themfelves with an afliirancc to the 
' adminiftrator, given under their hands, that they would not 
fail of embracing every opportunity to aid and affiil Sweden \ 

Encouraged, by this pramife, Swen-St^e broke the fuf- u'ar re* 
penfion of arms betweep him Denmark : he madc'^n 
irruption into Bleklng^ took the fortrefs of Lych^ pillaged and -wit/iSwe* 
fet fire to the furrounding villages, and retired precipitately den. 
with this booty to Sweden » This infult did not pafs unre- 
venged. Norb)\ admiral of the DauiJI) fquadron, cruifing 
in the Balttck^ entered the port of Abo in Finland^ and re- 
duced the capital to a(hes. He then fet fail for^the iAand 
Aaland^ razed the fortrefs of CaJUeholm^ took Stten Tourfon^ 

VL^wediJh fenator, and his family prifoners, and carried them 
to Denmark^ with a great deal of rich plunder. Steen Tour* 
fan wsis cotincdcd with the families in Sweden^ and they 
all exerted themfelves to bring about peace, as the only means 
of procuring his rcleafe. But the adminiftrator fruftrated the 
efFciSls of all their endeavours, and after a tedious negotia- 
tion, ordered matters fo artfully, that only a fufpenfion of arms 
for a year was concluded ^ only it was nipulqgLed before this 
cefTatioi} of hofiilities was granted, that at the expiration of 
the truce, the Swedes Ihould cither acknowledge John for 
their fovercign, or give fufRcient reafons (pr their refufahof 
him or his fon. Other artfeles of Icfs confequence were 
likewifc agreed upon, all of which were burthenfome to Swe* 
den^ and grievous to the hanfe-towns ; too much fo indeed 
to expert any good ciFc6ls from them. The Swedes were 
Xhe firft who occlincd performing the agreement ; upon 
which the king, findk^g he was trifled with, again took arms, 
and entered WeJirogo% about the middle of Dmtmher^ at the 
head of an army. Here he burnt and pillaged Ladefe^ and 
all the country he laid wafte ; but Sture did not venture to 
oppofe him, or at all to appear in the field before his ma- 
jefty returned to Denmark, Then he entered Schonen^ and 
carried ruin and deveftation wherever he marched. Appre- 
henfive however that the king would amply revenge himfelf, 
he difpatclibd deputies to Denmark^ to demand a diet of the 
ftaces of the three kingdoms to meet on the twenty-fourth 
day of June following at Calmar, Although it was eafy to 
perceive that fear alone drove the adminiftrator to this mea* 
fure ; yet fo defirous of peace was his Dmijb majefty, that, 
he would not rejed any overture that bad a tendency to re* 
tranquillity. 
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Such was the fituation of affairs, when the faanTei-townt 
interpofed in the beginning of the year 1508, and by their 
conduct dcilroyed alt hopes of accommodation. The city of 
Lubeck fent a fl^t laden with all kind of (lores to Stockholm \ 
they renewed tneir alliance with the adminiftrator, and even 
di^uaded him from giving ear to ayy propofitions that might 
tend to the Himunicion of his own authority ^ The aditjini* 
flrator was cafily pc *udcd to break off a treaty for which he 
had no inclinj’ ioij ; and the king was aftonilbed at To abrupt 
an infractic \ of a truce obtained by fo much folicitation. 
He laid the aiTai** b ‘ore the diet, who immediately rclolved 
upd;i cle<;Jaring war aepinft Lnhech AmbalTadors were dif- 
palchcd to England and Scotland^ to folicit navrd 
iVoiii both theie kingdoms. In th^* mean time the Lubechrs 
had procured the emperor pmrcdfivjn, and pio- 

hiUtion on all German prin ^ ar** fubjeds from entering 
’nto the fervice of Denmark. Hie imp; rial majeftv likewife 
wrote to king not to moleft the comn <*rcc of the Lu- 
hechcri\ but at length, ’! 'he 'ntreaty of the } . .nil kir.gj he 
withdrew his protedion from this -^ity. 

King ohick J up t\,tTrave with n fquadio", :;-.d 
took three rich merchantmen belonging to Lubesk. 'i'nc 
Lubeckers unadvifedly made reprifals, by Icizing all the Ifantjh 
fuhjedls and effefls in their city ; a ftep which induced the 
king to give fimiilar dirc£^ion^ w th reipefl to al! tl mer- 
chants and effcfls of Zwieri, in all the different port.-- of hi> 
dominions. Air this commerc^.l ury earned on j;rod'giouj 
trade with Dentnark^ nothing coulci be more^contrary iv thcii 
inteieft than a meafure which provoked the king to put a fforl 
to their traffic, and feize on their mclcbc/idize. Immeoi- 
atcly their infoicnee was checked, and theV t^roie to king 
John in the moft fupplicating manner, requefting that rhcii 
merchants and fuhje6ls might be fet at liberty : but thefe 
letters had no e(Fc< 5 l ; the king inftfted upon fucb teriTiS. 
that for the prefent the negotiation was dropt ^ 

With refpeft to the congrefs appointed at Calmar, the 
Swedijh deputies did not, appear ; but the v hple nation, 
alhamed of fo nyany breaches of their word, whict) vtfbulc 
render them infamous in all the courts of Europe^ thought 
make reparation, by fending ambafladofts to the king to i ' 
mand peace. King John dclirec) the deputies to acquaint the : 'j 
nate, that he wouM tranfaA the bufincfs at Helfinburg^ if ihe] 
would fend commiiSoners with full powers thither. Hi$ propo 
(al accepted, and at this congrefs it was ag^iw|^AuTiti^fig» 

* • MnVflV yit- Johjm. j>. 27, 
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im flmld pay his majefty a tribute of thirteen tboufand Tnaty 
* marks of the ftandard weight of Sicckhobn^ until fuch time 
himfelf or his fon were chofen kings of Sweden ; that until den ««- 
this rime the prince fliould have poifeifion cl Calmar and the eluded. 
iflands of Gothland and Oclandy in which they promifed not 
to difturb him. Several other conditions were (lipuladbd, 
and this treaty was in fad only a renewal of the overtures 
made at Wandeberg a few years before. The chief motive 
wbic^ induced the commiffioners to iCceJ tc luch condi- 
tions was, that now ♦hey hoped the cowimerce might 

t f’srried oii without interruption^, th'- ri/jon being almoft 
,( itirtd to dc'fpair by the total ffagnaiion of trs^ for fomc 

> .3r.. I . ' 

/ I »: ! the- tre?.t) v*as of no cfFedJ. Suante Sture ex- TreeJy 

:- .cJ . ■ free naticr^i tamely lubmitting to pay tri- 

0 itc, ar t * .iiwd .he coinminioners exceeded their in- 
iliuclic.ji. u n nord, whatever the Atuatton of Sweden 

' \ . (.fe rather to hazard a war than ratify To dif- 

' ' y. In tbi® r blutio;i he w..s ''onSrmed by the 

1 , plies icnt hy / ulrd, and the other hanfe-towns. 

■ r W'js of (hips yo; i * into the haibou. clf Sfockholm^ al- 

r:oit a41 of w'hicii ''nd (hipwrecked in a llarm 

xl,:n ovetook thca^ ' h . .'ra.*). 

h u: news of t! . lyvivcd the ht^es of iht Danes. 

1 lion rode at anchor in the 
he ‘7 ’dvr • enter the r^ver as (bon as a 

^ jfFcrcd, ] ..ican while the Danijh admiral 
^ tsoops anu burnt a great number of villages 
•r V!‘.d *ut ftill fome advantages gained by thcLir- 

„ ' i> 'ireeJ h4 nnajefty that this force was unfufficieiil 

’ ^ «w/ (I** ffeets of Sweden and LuhecL He therefore again a{a> 
bhed cr '^ir.gsof^wg&iii/and&Wtfrrrf, publilhingatthcfame 
Wix •: » ' *; - lion, whereby he permitted the {hips of all na^ 

tiens to crui'ze againft Lubeck and Sweden^ promifmg them by 
wav or enci^uragement an exemption from duties in the ports 
of F>, nmari. In confequcncc of this declaration, the Baltici 
was <'ovci« d vvith privateers, and the Swedijh and Lubeck fleets 
^reidc^ {hewing tbcmfeivcs out of port. ^ 

/£ SIDES this, king John aBed with bis own fleets againfl A. D; 
eVc enemy. A ftrdlig /quadron was fent to Lubeck under the 1509^ 
mmand of admiral Norbj^ who took after pillaging 
and deftroying all the adjacent couritry. At lall the Swe- p^oee 
aijh fenate, aflSiided with the miferies of the people, applied again eon- 
iwMIlIM to the admihiftratof, that he pertnittH eluded 

g'mbafladors to go to Denmark to fplicit a. peace, which was m/ilSwi* 
after concluded} upon urms left advantilgeous to them den* 
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than thofe which the adminiilrator rcfufed to comply with the 
year befoie. The felf-famc tribute was infided on; but he.^ 
found it dangerous to quarrel with the fenatc, who had now 
entered ftronglyinio the only meafures that could their 
Jinking country; namely^ an • accommodation with Den- 
mirk. It was even ihpuiated, ti^t Sweden Hiould by no 
means whatfoever aid, aflift, or trade with Lulcck^ while his 
inajeliy was at war with that city 

A. D. Such were the: hard conditions of peace to which the 
1510. Swedes were for:.cd to lubmit : however, like all other treaties 
7headmi- with this and the former adminiftrator, it was but of fhort 
nijlrator duration.^ This year, in conjundtion with Lubcck^ the admi- 
niftiator declared war againft Duitnarl ' ; and fuch diligence did 
c ? Lubfd'crs exert on this occafion, that their fquatlron ap- 

^ain^d' off Lan^Uindy befote kia^ Jahn had notice of their 

^e^wesnxar prcpaiatioiis. Here llfcy landed their troops, and 

burnt fc»inc villages ; but were fo warmly received by the inha- 
bitants, who aficmbled to oppofe them, that they were forced 
to return to their (hips, without committing faither damage, 
leaving all their plunder behind. 

It vvas novv*that the king prepared earneftly for war. He 
laid an embargo on all the Ftench^ EngUfn^ ScottiJ})^ aqfj other 
flapping in his ports, ordering all the laige vcfl'els to be fitted 
out as "(hips of war; an unpieccdentcd tncalure, which furcly 
had the concurrence of the fcJv'ereigns to whom they were 
fubjedt, clfe would he never have piefumcJ to attempt it. But 
*rhe Lu- in the mean white, a fquadron from Luhcck made a elefeent on 
bcckers the ifland Mena. On their approach Andrew Bildcy who 
invade commanded in the illand, fortified the town and citadel of* 

Mona, SUga^ and took every other meafure neceffary for an obftinate 

and are defence. ThdiLwi^i/vrrj landed, and fintling^he* open coun- 
rcfuljcd. jry anj villages deferted, imagined that the inhabitants, terri- 
fied at their approach, had taken (belter in the capital, which 
their conflernation w’ould render an eafy conqueft. Full of 
ihcfe hopes, they advanced, and laid fiegc to the city. Bilde 
had ordered matters in fuch a manner as to imprefs the enemy 
with ftill ftiongcr notions of his pannic, in order to lull them 
into the greater fecurity. He even fiiffered them "to 
the fcaling'Iaddcrs, and fill the ditch with men; upon* which 
he fallicd out, poured burning pitch, and^pther combuftibles^ 
large ftones, and (bowers of (hot, among them ; playing at 
the fame time his ^irtillery with fuch fuccefs, that, after the 
lofs of their commander, and prodigious flaughtc;r of the fol- 
diers, the Lubeckers were obliged to fly with 

* CHYTRicl Chron. p, 8t, ViS 

tion 
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tion to theif fhips. Then a fally of the whole garrifon was 
y made, the fugitives were attacked wiih great fury, and fuch ter- 
rible deftrudion made among them, that few ek-ajicd. 

Wkcn the news of this tranfaciion rt'^hed the king’s 
cars, he was fo pleafed with^thc Inaveiy of the governor and 
inhabitants, that' he fent*a gentleman of his cr>urt to th^k 
and aifure them, that he would never forget fo fignal a fer- 
vicc, and fo convincing proofs of their coinage and loyalty. 

Aftef this it was that he gave inftrui5tions to all the gover- 
nors of iflands to place cer.lincls at certain diftances along 
the coafls, to prevent being Uirprized. 

This repulfe did not pi event the izz/rf/rre frpm endea- 7'^^^ Lu- 
vouring to revenge the affront by a defeent on Langlaml\ butbeckers 
the inhabitants kept fo good a countenance, that, after ht-repnljedat 
quent attempts, they were to weigh anchor, without Langland. 

letting foot on land, and fail to Eljinorey where they met with 
no better fuccefs. 

While the regency were fcheming the means of retrieving 
their difgraccs, the foldiers mutinied, refufing to ferve in a 
W'ar which was undertaken without any apparent reafon, and 
to the utter ruin of their country. This unfo*ttunatc accident 
occafio^ed fomc change in the meafurcs of the regency, but 
none in their fentiments; for, perceiving thcmfclvcs in no 
condition to man the propofed fquadrons, they fenc deputies 
to the adminiftrator, exhorciAg him to atftick Denmark by 
land, while the hanfe-towns were giving him full employ- 
ment by fea. This was a propofal which Sit&ey always averfe 
to the late treaty, embraced with plcafure (A). He detached 
•general Achon into Holland with a body of borfe, ordering 
him to carry fire an^ fword through every plaqe he marched. 

Achon had entered the province when ^che Crahhe^ a ^he 

gentleman of family and influence in the country, fell upon Swedes 
him with a body of hardy peafants he had aflembled, and in- 
tirely defeated him, making great flaughter of his men \ 

A DEFEAT fo unexpe^ed caufed great confternation in 
Sweden, The people apprehended, that John would invade 
them with the whole ftrength of his kingdom on the one fide, 
^TTthen^age the Rujftans to attack them on the other. To 
remove^ this laft inconveniency, the adminifirator concluded, 

» Vid. Me UR 5. Vit. Johan, ibid. 

(A) It appears, that Sture beck. We )nay therefore con- 
had not, by any a£t of hofii- jedure, that he only fecretly 
litvJjrokj^^hc treaty before abetted their defigns, without 
Ris^inwTtnGK!^ we are told committing a direft violation of 
he d^lared war againft John in the treaty. 

^^jundion with the city of Izz- 


with 



2^6 ' ifbeHiJlorjofTittimiirV, 

with all expedition, a treaty for fixty yean with the cteair 
George Betim. ^ 

On his fide, king John employed a great number of foreign 
(hipping, for th^ defence of his coafts, againft the attacks of 
the hanfe- towns, whom the ctty*bf Lubeci had engaged to de* 
cUre war againft him : he erefted the fortreft of Engelhurg in 
Laaland^ to ferve as a retreat for the inhabitants of the iflaiid, 
in cafe of a defeent : he renewed the prohibition on any of 
his fubje£^s trading with Lubeck^ or the allies of that city \ 
and took fuch vigorous fleps, as efFedually diftreft'ed the re- 
gency of Luheck. But the very circumftance which almoft oc- 
John cafioncd tV ruin of this city, proved the means of its pre- 

dum Lu- ferv ation ; for the regency, taking advantage of the deplorable 

brek to condition to which the populace were reduced, engaged them 

gre^i to cntcf ill thcir fleets and armipES their only rcfource againft 

ftt/r/Vj. famine and death. To this armament the Swedes joined a 

fquadron, and a plan of operations was concerted between the 
adminiftrator and the regency. Twenty-fix fail of Lubeckers 
landed in Bleiing ; and after fetting a few villages on Are, and 
making a flight booty, retired, on advice that the inhabitants 
were auembling to oppofe them. Meurjkis fays, that a report 
of the king's approach, with a numerous fleet, mad^ them 
embark with fuch precipitation, that, leaving their booty on 
Ihore, the foldiers inftfted on being immediately carried back 
to Luheck, The^’ admiral propbi'ed a defeent on Fsonia^ a 
place fo rich as amply to reward all their toil ; but his remon- 
ftrances were inctFcdlual : even the reinforcement of a ftrong 
fquadron, which joined them as they were lc»’>ving the coaft 
of Blek'tng^ could work no change in their minds ; all, with 
one voice, crying out, Luheck! Luheck!^ and threatening to 
throw their officers overboard, if they made ahyVefiftance. 
Engage- /I'owARDS the end of the year a fquadron of the king’s, 
ptMi be- confifting of eight (hips, bad a (harp engagement with a Lu- 
$^en the heck fquadron of equal ftrengtb. They lought obftinately the 
Panifh whole day, and were feparated by the night, without any ap- 
erndha parent advantage on cither fide; though it is Judged, from the 
fleets, hurry in which the Lubeckers put into port, that they were fid^ 
of the rough ufage of the Danes, * ’ 

4. D. liiTtr fpring the regency Of Lubeek licenfed a great number 
1511. of pirates to cruize upon theDum, toVupplyin fome mea- 
fure the room of a regular fleet, which the great expences of 
the preceding yeir rendered them incapable of equipping. 
T'his piratical (quadron was commanded by one Conrad, 

Art, whd manned and fitted up near thirty ■ 

owii experice. In order to block up or deftroy this fleet, . Mm 
. ^obn fent Haliger with twenty men 0/ war to Travimih^^ 

• but 
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bulk the Luheckers^ having advice of his abroach, drew all * ^ 

their &ips within the interior harbour of the city, where they 
'Ibid defiance to all the attempts of the Danijh admiral. Ha^ 
figify however, had bis revenge on the furrounding country, 
which *be pillaged, and, after fetttng fire the fuburbs, let 
fail for Straifund. Here he Committed many excefi'es ; ftid 
the regency of the city, retaliate upon him, raifed an anhy, 
which was defeated and cut in pieces by the Danes. 

In the mean time, the adminiftrator Tent a fleet and army 
to lay fiege to Barkholm in the ifland of Oeland^ where Canute 
Rudy commanded for the king. The fiege was conducted by 
three Svuedes of difiindfion. Hemming Goede^ Breme Otjlryy 
zwi Eric Abraham, It continued from the twenty- fourth of 
June to the twenty-fifth of November^ although his ttfajefty Swedes 
ncgledied no expedient to fuccour and relieve the garrifon, Bork- 
wliich was at length forced capitulate, on honourable terms, 
for want'of provifions. To indemnify himfelf for this lofs, 
the king meditated an expedition againfi fVeji Gothland^ 
with a body of infantry. This detachment penetrated to 
Scaroy pillaged, laid wade, and burnt the country ; but was 
forced to return, on advice that the Swedes bad laid feveral 
ambufeades, and were taking eflFedual fiepsnocut off their 
convoys of provifions and retreat. 

In the autumn the Lubeckers bad put a fleet tofea, and the 
king fent the admirals Haligyfy htorbyy and GifeK in quell of 
them. Haligery who was tiie commandidg officer in chief, 
fet fail with a favourable wind, and Toon cajne in fight of the 
enemy ; upon which he exhorted bis men to do their duty, 
proDiifing them the whole booty. The men expreffing their 
* ardour to engage, the fignal was made, and both fleets fought 
with the utmoil for]^ Haliger had placed his larged (hips in 
the wings oT tfie line, filling up the center with fmaller vefiels 
manned with foldiers, and keeping befides a finall fquadron in 
referve ; whereas the Lubeck admiral fought too impetuoully The Lu^ 
toobferve the proper difpofitipn. In the end, lYi^ Lt^eckers heckm 
were defeated, with the lofs of five fhips ; but the vidlory was defeoHM in 
not decifive, as night interpofed, and Haliger found them ^ 
drawn ug next morning in the port of Barnhelm in order 

and with a countenance that made it not very advife** 
able to attack them. He was, however, fortunate enough to 
fall in with three Aen of war off Str^uniy who were fent to 
join the loibeck fleet. ' They had miitaken the Danijh flwa- 
dron for that of their allies, and Haliger tSok two of the mips 
before they dtfeovered their miftake. 

fleet was returning home, they met wkh a 
fleet of Dutch mefchantiiicn> co^f^^g of two hundred and 

^ * fifty 
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fifty fail, under convoy of four men of war. The fight of ib 
rich a prize excited their avarice, and roufed their antien!; 
*rhe I ii- to tJiis people, the rivals of their commerce. They 

bff ^:< r 5 attacked and foon made themfelm mafters of the whole fleet, 
/r/vt a ^'xcept the men Of war, with w'^jich the admiral cfcaped, ori 
jUct finding himlelf unable to oppofc the powerful fquadron of 
oj b.iiv.li Lfi^eck, Thcfc four fhips went ftr^It to Bornholm^ and ac- 
tnenhanu quaintcd Haltger of what had paflcd ; upon which the Dane 
metn. aiVcmblcd his officers, and obliged them to fwcar they would 
refeue the prize, or pcrifli in the attempt. Immediately he 
fee fail, taking with him the four Dutch men of war, came 
up with the enemy, found feveral of the Dutch merchantmen 
fet on firc,**'cthns a-diift, after bcin^ emptied of the richeft 
part of their cargoes, and the Lubec.^ fquadron wrapt in full 
lecurity, meditating upon nothing but the enjoyment of fo 
rich a booty. Haliger gave thc''ngnal to engage • and the 
Lubeck admiral, perceiving himfelf attacked, led the flight, 
and, by a providential accident in his favour, gained the mouth 
of the Travcy in fpite of all the endeavours of the Danijh 
fquadron to intercept him. Haliger had fprung a-lcak, and 
lying-by to repair his (hip, the reft of the Danijh fquadron 
milfook it for a lignal to ftop the purfuit, by which means the 
Dutch clear off j but left behind all the Dwffi ’Veflels, 

///rz re- which were immediately returned to their owners, and fent 
taken h under the efcort of their own admiral. Thus the 

r/'e* Danes, Danijh fleet rode t?iumphant in the Baltick\ and fuch was the 
iwd re- king’s fuperioricy fca, that notwithlhnding the war con- 
Jiond. tinued for the fpace of ten years, yet every thing neceffary to 
fupport life with comfort was in as great abund;»icc, and fold 
at as low a price, through all his dominipiis, as in the pro- 
founded peace \ ^ 

A. D. The death ^uante Siurty adminidrator of Siucdcn, occa- 
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fioned revolutions in that kingdom. The nation was 
divided in their choice of a fucceflor. The archbifhop of 
Upjhi fupported the intered of Eric Trolly a man of the mod 
didinguifhed.meiit and family ; while many fenalors, fufped- 
ing Trolls attachment to Denmark, efpoufed young Stenen, 
ion of Sture, Stenen carried his point by a majority of voices ; 
but the other party did not relinquiih their claim : and *vhi1e 
they were thus druggling in civil difputes, the regency of Ztt- 
beck determined Id break off the alliance,*^ and make peace 
wdih king John, The people became clamorous from their 
poverty, and thofe who but the laft year were louded in the 
i ry of war now became mutinous lor peace. A tetter was 


» Chvtr/ei, Chron. ibid. 
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wrote to the ling, requeuing his majcfty to\q>point a con* 
jefs for terminating* their differences ; and John, naturally 
Verfi: to war, could not reject any propofitions that a^orded 
a profpe^ of .peace. He told the deputies, that the regency 
might 1‘iffcly fend comnaiffioners to FUnJhurgy |vherc he would 
negotiate a peace with them, !ind the reft of the han^c-to^V^. 

A few difputes arofc at tbe opening of the conferences; Wit 
his majefty firmly maintaining his point, obliged the Luheck 
deputies to comply with all he propoied. In confequence a 
peace* was figned, by which the city of Lubeck engaged to aflift 
ihc king with all its force, in cafe the Swc/les perfifted in re- 
fufing to acknowledge him, or the prince, for their fbvereign ; 
or, at Icaft, to pay the yearly tribute of thirty tho|jfiind marks 
of filvcr ; to afiurd a retreat to none of the enemies of Z)^«- 
7nark ; and to compromife amicably ail future. difputes ariling 
between his majcfty and the nmubiic. 

SIFEIfEN was thundcr-urtick with the condudl: of Lu- 
hick. Immediately the adminiftrator and fenate wrote to the 
king to appoint a congtefs, to deliberate on the means of 
cftablifhing peace on a Iblid foundation. depu*. 

tics went hirther, and even began to negotiate with the king, 
whom they found dilpofed Co liften to reafonable terms* In 
fhort, peace was concluded on one of thefe three conditions : 

That Sweden fhould acknowledge John,, or bis fon, for their 
fovereign ; or pay the tribute of thirty thoufand marks : but 
little regard was had to this tr&ty until death. 

His majcfty now, at length, relaxed himlelf from public 
cares, at leaft from foreign concerns ; and applied his mind 
to cultivate religion, morality, and learning in Denmark. He duSi. 
augmented the rights, privileges, and revenues of the acade- 
my founded at Cope^f^agen by the king his father. Expe- 
rience having cAighc him the advantage of elh()loying men 
of letters in public affairs, he made it a point to chufe his 
ambailadors and minifters out of this learned fcniinary. As a 
farther encouragement to the univerficy, he prohibited his 
fubgecEfs from fending their children to foreign academies, or 
indeed to any other except Upfal^ and even then made it ne- 
ceflaiy tha£ they (hould firft have ftudied three years in Co^ 
penSege^^. 

Having fettled the affairs of Zealmdy his majefty, ac< 
companied by the qifben, the prince, and a great number of 
the nobility, paffed over to North Jutland. In this voyage he 
was overtaken in a tempeft, which put thc^lhip into fo great 
danger, that as foon as the king fet his foot on {horc he turned 

^ Mevrs* Vit. Johan, ibid. 
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^ round to the *n4 crkd oat, “ Fareorel fca ! fmmA (dt 

ever ! you have treated me in fuch a^manner to-day, that 
1 haf'e little hopes of again rq>affing you:” woy^s thav ; 
were afterwards looked on as prophetic. While the king 
refided at ilr^tfiijthe high tides overflowed the country, and 
defidtned him longer in the cit/ than he propofed. It is re- 
ported that on this occafion. his mnjefly walking with fomc 
noblennen along the fliore, faid to themi looking at the Tea, 

It mud be confefTed that this is the work of the Kling of 
kings, who wants neither cannon nefr inftrutnents of war 
to block u8 up. This element alone is fuflicient. Wc who 
** never fubmitt^ to an earthly power, humbly profirate our- 
felves <bf.fore this heavenly mafter, whom the Teas and 
the earth obey.” 

When the waters retired, his msjefty, going to Olburg^ 
was thrown olF his horfe ; an /accident which brought on a 
fever, that terminated with me life of this excellent mo- 
narch, who bore his la(l agonies with a reftgned firmnefe of 
mind, that does honour to bis memory, and credit to that 
innocence and integrity of life, which could alone infpire him 
with fo calm a remlution at the approach of death. When 
he found his end drawing near, he fpoke to his fon before a 
His ixhor^ great number of fenators and noblemen. ** My fon, &id'he, I 
taiioH to exhort you to woribip God, and pray to the King of 
ifis/on. << kings to • infpire you with wifdoin adequate to the heavy 
charge I am going to devolve on you. I recommend it 
to you to govern your people with equity, and above all 
sc dungs to W tender of their privileges. What glory is 
there in being the king of flaves ! Let it be your ambition 
cc to be thought worthy to govern freemen. l3o nothing by 
vioience, confulc your faithful fubjef^s, and attach them 
as well by' friendfliip as by duty. Adminifter juftice in 
perfon, and let your ears be ever open to the complainta 
c* of the oppreiled, and the groans of the injured and tndk 
cent. Fiji all places of truft and profit with your natural 
cc (ubjciSb : God has given you charge of their incereft ; they 
called you to the throne, and gratitude requires a return 
c* from you. Reward my faithful (ervtnts, and atpmh them 
•< to you ; they will then have a double tie to ferve ypu with 
fidelityiJoveof my memory^ and a ienfe of their cd>liga- 
tions to you : and now, my fod, I pray Ood to blels 
you, to dired you, and to grant you a long reign, profper- 
<« ous to you, and happy to your people.” With chefe words 
he expired on the twentieth day of Fibruary^ I5i3> untverfaL 
)y beloved, efteemed; and regretted. It woukl* W 
fary, after what we have j:clated^ to draw the portrait of th^ 
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Wbrtby prince ; fulgent it is. that he was'^ft, prudent, av 
piofis, liberal* braveg ind humane; in a word, poflefiM oiandchj^ 
quality that could endear him to his fubjefis, rencirr hisr^^^r. 
life.amiable and cafy, and laft moments hapoy. In all hig 
Wan* which ^ere iiuiherous, he was foccersfulli except againft 
the Diihmarfiansy where the rSifcondudl lay wholly upon l?h 
oflicers. Here, in particular, he exerted his Courage^ and 
diftiiiguitbed his perfdnal bravery in the repeated attacks he 
made on their trenches. His regard to his promifes was to 
great, that foreign ftates never required more than his word $ 

' and fo fcrupulous was he in this refpedt, that he often be- 
came the dupe of the two adminiftrators. It was perhaps his 
only weaknefs, fnd a generous one it was: he loved <truth To 
much, that he vould not perfuade bimfelf but others paid the 
fame regard to it : even the repeated perfidies of Suanu-Sture 
would not convince him but hi%J>reach of oaths and promifes 
arofe from liecelTity. The Swedes^ indeed, accufe him of 
giving the befl governments in that country to Danijh fubjedls* 
contrary to the treaty of Cahnaty and his laft inftrudions to 
his own foil ; but this they probably intend as a tacit apology 
for the fenate and adminiftrator, who ftand greatly in need of 
foine*prcteaces to juilify their rebellion. Admitting the fad 
was true,#need we be furprifed at the little confidence he 
placed in a fet of people who had fcandalized tbemfelves by 
their perfidy, and breach of word, in every court in Europe^ 
before ever he came to the throne, and during the reign of his 
father i To conclude, John was of a middling ftaturc, ftrong 
built, and lufty : his cheft was broad and elevated, his face 
round, and hiscyq^ roodeft. He defpifeddrefs ; but was fond 
of«neatnefs. His oeconomy was frugal; his table plentiful^ 
but not fplendiJ ; however, when he aflumed the fpvereign, 
all was great, Aclf, ana magnificent. He was fo great ait 
admirer of the ftmplicity of the antient DaneSy that he even 
imitated their drels, and always wore an antique fword over 
his robe. He promoted fcience, encouraged men of learn- 
ing, had them always at his table, fought their converfation, 
and, on thefe occafions, laid afide the fovereign for the eba- 
raiEIcr of the pupil. In a word, be was at leaft as wife, as 
amiable a|>rince as ever fwayed the Danijh feeptre 

* Vid. M£ua« Vit. Johan, ad fia. 
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SECT. XIIL 

Containing thf^ Reigns of Chrillian II. «viJPredc-' 
rickf I. 

CHRISTIAN n. 

/CHRISTIAN II. fucceeded by eleAiontohis fatherV 
^ crown ; and his firft care was to put himfelf in a condi'* 
tion to reflft the enemies to his peribn and people. He could 
not imagioe that the Swedts^ who had fo often revolted againft 
his father, would Ihew more fidelity to him, nor that they 
would be in any hurry to execute the articles of their laft 
treaty with Denmari. He kn» that little confidence was duo 
to the profeffions of the hanle-cities, as want df ability to 

f rrofecute the war compelled them relu(Siantly to fuc for the 
ate peace. Already the crown of Denmark was in alliance 
with the kings of France, England, and Scotland, with the 
dukes of Saxonf, Frederick, and yohn, and with the margrave 
of Brandenburg, Chrifiian therefore refolved to ftrengthen his 
intereft ftill more, by concluding a treaty with the omperor } 
by which means he would lecure the friendfhip of the whole 
houfe of Anjlria, With this view he fchemed a marriage 
with the empCror’s daughter, IfabeUa, lifter of Charles nai 
Ferdinand, both fuccefliveiy raifed to the imperial dignity ; 
and the more eafily to accompliih this defign, he laboured to 
get himfelf crowned } a ceremony that wa^performed in the 
momh of May. * 

Immediately after he fet out wjfh a fplendid retinue to 
the court ol*the princcls Margaret, goverrlbisf of the Nether- 
lands : he made her highnefs acquainted with the nature of 
his vifit, and was conduded by her to Brajels, where her Ibit 
Charles refided. Here he again demanded the princefs, and, 
on obtaining a promife, luftened back to Dtnsngrk to pie- 
pare for his nuptials. 

This year was uihered in by a terrible earthq|EH^, whicb 
was felt in almoft every part of Denmark. A norm oTtnnd 
immediately followed, that overturned the fteeple of the great 
chuich at Copenhagen, tore up whole Arefts of great trees by 
the roots, threw down an incredible number of houfes, and 
killed many p?rfons. Superftitious men looked upon this as 
an inaufpicious harbinger of the troubles of Chrifiian's reign, 
while the more fcnfible part of the natiot^ r^nvMwMs an 
efied arifing from Qjitufal caules. It happened ^indeed on 

«Chia 
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thiBi^ccaiiOn) as it ufuaily does, that thefe fag^ous reneAi'ons 
J|^erc made long after the happened ; a fort of rctrof- 
^eflive conjcflurcs in which the wife authors could hot well 
be miftaken. I 

CtitLISTIAN having got.every thing in rSadinefs for t!« re- He marHii 
ception of the princefs, fent the grand marechal, tlic archbil\|op Jfabella, 
of Drontheim^ and a greft number of nebility, with a flfong/A^ 
fquadron to condud her to Denmark, On their return a violent t-'harles 
ftoroj difperfed the fleet, and almoft Ihipwrcclced the piincels 
on the coaft of Zedlandj near Copenhagtn. All the lords and 
ladies of the court w^ent immediately to congratulate her on 
her providential cfcape, and to welcome her into Denmark, 

She was foon after married, with great pomp, t9^he king, 
and afterwards crowned and acknowledged fovereign of Den^ 
mark^ by all thedifFerent ftatesof the kingdom (AJ. 

SroDtpus to pleafe his Vide, the king fent to theZwt; 

Countries for all the queen's fervants, that (he might enjoy the 
fatisfaftion of being attended in a ftrnngc country by perfons, 
to whofe language and manneis (he was accuflomed. He 
alfo fent for gardiners, in order to cultivate all forts of fi uits 
and other vegetables for her table, and afligned them the little 
ifland of Amag for this purpofe, which foon was able to fiip- 
ply, noPonly her majefty's cable, but all Copenhagen^ with the 
moft delicious fruits. 

His majefty then applied tc^ matters of greater importance ; His dontef* 
and the firft obje£t of his care was to fet commerce on the beft tk conducU 
footing, by eflabli(hing a general tariff. Nei^ he forbid the 
exportation of corn and beer, to prevent dearths in the coun- 
try i a maxim kt politics cftablifhed in many other countries 
upon falfe principles, and without refleding, that the lands 

• • * ' w 

(A) While the nuptial cere- through the roo^ on which he 
(nODiCS were celebrating, a cir- called out, ** Rife, gentlemen, 
camftance happened chat after - ** and falutc the prince deflined 
wards became the fubjed of ** for your foverei^.” For 
much converfadon. Among the the prefent this fiying was re- 
other princes who honoured the garded as a u.Ily inipired by 
king's marriage with their pre- wine ; but after Chrlftian was 
fciiLj, Frederick duke of depofed, and Frtr/fijr/ri raifed to 
Slejwiek *and Hoiftein, With the throne, people conilrued it 
bijn came Rejfenjla^f § man of into ReffenJlaijdi profound (kill 
birth, afehoiar, agreatdvilian, in futurity, though, in all ap- 
and profound aftrmoger. White pearance, it #^as didlated by a 
Reffenfia>w was one day at din- (bong affedion and attachment 
ner with thereftof the nobility, to kismaller (i). 
k-ypenedto pafs 

(I) ra. rrt. tbrifi. f. 61. 
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will be cuItijieTcd by the hulbandman) in proportion to* the 
demand for corn, and pieces of ground furrowed by the 
plougif, which otherwifc would remain ufelels. Many orh^femi 
regulations, with rcfpeft to trade, were made, mod of which 
had a tcndcncy^cO enrich the capital, by drawing an aiRux of 
n^.rchants thither *• 

Jffairs of CHRISTIAN was thus cmplotycd in his own kingdom, 

Sweden, while the affairs of Suitdgn Teemed to take a turn favourable 
to his claim. The archbifhop of XJffoU not having intereft 
enough to eilablifh Eric Troll in a fhare of the government, 
had however addrefs enough to aflbeiate his Ton in the regen* 
cy, and devolve half the authority on him. His gaining this 
point he imagined, of fo great moment to the king, 
that he immediately acquainted him with it, by an expreft, 
ChriJiianvfTis not however fatisfied. 7'ied up with laws, and 
a limited fovercignty in Dctiffurly he viewed Sweden as a 
kingdom where he might claim defpotic power as the right 
of conqueft. Unmindful of his father’s dying exhortation, 
this was what Chrijlian panted after. Imagining that young 
Troll might be ufeful in performing thisdcfjgn, and dedroying 
the authority of the adminiftrator, he fent perfons to congra- 
tulate him on'* his new-acquired dignity, and accompanied his 
compliments with a confiderablc fum of money, as aftmore fo- 
lid teflimony of his friendfhip. The young prelate, who had 
jud afeendedto the fummtt of Jiis ambition, was vain, haugh- 
ty, and loquacibus, qualities of which the artful Dane did not 
fail to make his advantage. He reprefented his mafter's 
power, connexions, and dirpofition, in fuch a light as wholly 
gained over the prelate, and the dronged aflurance from him, 
that he would regard his adbeiate in the adminidration, as tfcCb 
enemy to Sweden and Denmark^ and i^iould leave no engine 
unemployed \o reftore the union of Calmar fn tis full force. 

TROLL made good his promifes, and every thing was 
tending to a civil war in Sweden^ when Arcemboldt the pope's 
legate, arrived in Denmark^ and by difpenfing indulgencies, 
raifed heavy contributions under the mafk of religion. This 
pious robber was departing for Sweden^ loaded with the fpoils 
of the people ; and Ch ijiian beheld, with regret,^tfae neceffity 
he was under to ftide his refentment at feeing his fulyefi^Lus 
pillaged, and his kingdom dripped of money, by an abufe of 
devotion, and the artful influence of tHb church over fuperfti- 
. tious minds, I|owever, be refolved to turn this circumftance 
to his advantage. The legate's intereft in Sweden he knew 
W'ould be of the utmoft confequence, and be refolved to gain 

* Meurs. \^it Chrift, p. 6i. 62 rct.fe<|.* 
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^ by tbe tnoft liberal facrifices to his avarice. In hSt he 
ifid fo ; the legate promifed him his utmoft intcrciR-, and s^jpear- 
ed fo hearty and uncere in his profeffions, tl^t Chrtflian put . 
more confidence in him than prudence woulcrfeem to di6kte^^^ 
he ought in a foreign minifter. He laid before him the 
of his forces and treafury^Snd the names of all his adherents in 
Sweden^ together with the plan they concerted for reuniting the 
two kingdoms. The legate departed, was careiTed by the ad« 
miniftrator, and all his promifes io Chrijiianvzvixttiti before the 
difpelling power of Sunons prefents. The degree of intimacy 
into which the king received him, furniflied him with the 
means of becoming his mofl dangerous enemy p *and the 
treacherous legate did not fail to exert this advantage 

After fettling matters with the adminiftrator, he re- 
turned to l^enmark to raife Contributioris, affiiming the 
appearance of great chagrin at the little fuccefs of the com- 
mi/Eon with which the king intrufted him. Chriflian faw 
through the thin difguife, was incenfed at it, but wanted the 
power of redrefs. Nothing now remained but to attempt the 
redudion of Sweden by force of arms ; and from this he was 
for fomc time diverted by two incidents, which intircly en* 

^roffed tBc attention of the court. The firft was the punifh* 
mentof John Fohurgh^ firft fccrctary of ftate, accufedof ex* 
tortion, and other crimes, by %rbem Oxy^ bailiff of tbe cita* 
del of Copenhagen. 

FOBURGH was one of thofe men whom fortune wantonly 
raifed from obfeurity to the higheft dignities, only to render 
his downfal more confpicuous. After palling with reputation 
tlirough feveral private employments, he found means of be- 
ing introduced tc^cout*, where he infinuated h^mfeif fo art- 
fully into the icing’s confidence, that he foon became one of 
fils firft minifters. His rapid elevation excited envy, and en- 
creafed the number of his enemies, one of the moft dangerous 
of whom was Torbern^ who bore him a private grudge for his 
endeavours to ruin him by an accufation he lodged of his car- 
rying on an intrigue with ColumbuU^ the king’s miftrefs. 

FOBURGIfs pride and avarice enertafed with his gran- Tie rife 
deur : has intimacy with the king eafily procured him what- andfedlcf 
ever he alked \ and his avarice fpurred him on to make Foburgk, 
daily requefts. At lift the king's eyes were opened \ he per- Chriftian’r 
ceived the infatiable difpofuion of his favourhe, and venturedA^’Wi/r# 
to refufe him the laft petition he prefented. Nay, he went far- 
ther, and fent the unhappy Foburgb with a letter to hii eneqiy 

* Mivjls. ibid. Pofiei^ t. iv. 
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Torhern, by which he was deprived of all his placeSi 
inipriffncu, and privately executed, all in one day. 

This triumph over his adverfary was but of (hort dura* 
tiop ; the king Aad made Toriern Che inftrumeiit of* ridding 
hipfelf of an infolcnt favourite^ but he did not forget that 
*Iorlern f ii Vd on an intrigue with# his miftrei's, and he was 
even cha^nnt.J at the readinefs with which he executed his or- 
ders rc-fpcding Foburgh^ whom he could not help loving with 
all hi? taulrs. 

A. D. entettainment which his majefly gave the principal 

1516! nobiiiry it was, that he refolved to difeover the truth of what 
Fohutgh allcdgcd. After a great deal of jollity had 

paflld, “ 'rell me, fays he, feigning good humour, tell mc^ 
Torbirn, if what Feburgh acculcd you pf has any truth in it. 
“ Say, did you ever emoy the^fcivours of niy miftrefe Colum^ 
buU ; I have my icafonsfor afkiiig, and hope you will fpeafc 
** without icicrve.*’ Tcrbern^ friends immediately faw the 
precipice on which he flood, and endeavoured to make him 
comprehend bis danger byflgns and nods ; but whether wine 
had impaired his underftanding, or that he derpifed infincerity 
with the king,* who had fpokefo familiarly to him, he replied^ 
Sir; I have loved Cdumhule^l have folicited her favour, 
Clirj{lianV‘* but never could obtain it.*' Immediately coun- 

arbitrary tenancc* altered, but he faid nothing. A few days after Tir-- 
was arrcflcd, and imprifoned. The affair was tried by 
andthefirft fenate, and he was acquitted, becaufe the law had affigned 
Gf ha punifiimcntVor firople concupifcencc. When the fenate 
decree was related to the king, he flew iny) a paffion, and 
faid, that if his friends had been as numerous in the fenate aRi 
Terkern^Sy their judgment would be di^ent ; but as they ic- 
fufjd to do hi!n uiflice, he knew others vvho'wcfuld not. Im- 
incdiaicly he aflcinbled a number of the peafants of thei 
neighbourhood before the gate of the citadel. Here he or- 
dered a fquare of lances to be formed round them, giving or* 
ders to the grand marechal not to let tbepa go, before they 
had pafied fcntence on Torbern. Fear made them give ^ 
judgment, which otberwife could never be extorted from 
them. They dreaded his majefty’s jefentment, thought f&cy 
(bould be facrificed, if they did not comply with his humour^ 
and accordingly gave their verdi^ in ^e following terms : 
t ^ do not judge Torbern, but bis own words condemo 

ToTbern ** him.” Upon* which the king faid, that fince hsi was con- 
demned, he muft fuiTer the punUhment. 

The king*s refolution alarmed the whole^court : it Mns a 
ftroke at the very root 6f liberty, and no man’s life' was fafe, 
jf be W4S made accountable for intentio;ts, and puniihe^ ^ 



f 


Tbi ef Deomarkt'Ns^ 

ys duHi^ts. AU met to delibefatei^n tiie aean^ warding 
the impending blowj and at laft it was determuieiHb have 
recourfe to fupplkations. The whole fen^, with the le- 
gate at^heir head ; all the Indies of the couR, precedcdlby 
the queen j in a word, every perfen of confi^ration in me 
capital interceded for TarAm, and beibught the king on their 
knees to pardon him j but die ftubborn, gTooniy, and inflexible 
.temper of Chrijiieaiy would yield nothing to their tears and 
intreaues. Only the blood of Ttrhtrn could fatisfy him ; and 
this unhappy nobleman became the iacriflce of an inclination 
for the king’s miftrefs, or rather, of an imprudent expref- 
fion. • * 
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Im other refpciEis, indeed, Tarbern cannot altogether be 
vindicated. It is certain that he ufed the power in bis hands 
with parti|Iity ; and that, in*lihe affair of Ftburgh^ he fought 
rather the gratification of his own revenge, than the public 
good. Bdidcs, it is beyond all doubt, that CthmhuU was 
poifoned, and all the world charged him with her death, as 
the occafion, if not the immediate inftrament of it. fie this 
as if will, he was innocent with refpeft to the crjme for which 
he was condemned $ the fentence was illegal, and a proceeding 
equally injurious to him, and dangerous to the public. Tarhern 
was executed agreeable to his fentence ; and all Denmark re- 
mained convinced of his innorpnce, trembliqg for their liber- 
ties, jealous of the king's arbitrary temper, and alienated 
from his perfon. The fenate and nobility firft exprefled theft 
difpleafure at his proceedings ; and foon after the people ex- 
claimed loudly againft the tyranny of his government, • 

* Still bis majefly had a few perfons faithful to him, and 
firongly attach^rf to hiaintereft. Thefe dreade(La general re- 
volt ; to prevent'which, they laboured with all their power to 
bkift the memory of Twhtm, and aAually to prove him as 
guilty as the people believed him innocent. An extraordinary 
^tagem was made ufe of to accomplifh their defign. The 
centinels on the walls of Cepenbagen made oath, that they faw 
a lig^t blazing about midnight like a ftar, under the gibbet on 
which Febuggb was hanged. The king made enquiry into the 
truth of 4he report, and finding it confirmed by an inftance of 
the fame nature the night following, he declared it was a 
proof of Fabttrgb'i inflocence, and diarged Trrfonswidi bav- 
ingbeen tbeeaufeof Ihedding that innocent perfon's Mood. 
Immediately he ordered FtburgFa body to be cut down, and 
buried with great pomp in the great church of C^enhagen. 

A sTRpTAOXM of fo little depth bad an ef!^ the very 
reverfe of what, the king and his friends expelled. Infteaa 
Wf bdieving Ttrbtrn gbil^, this ttanladioa only reminded 
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the people a former ioftance of the king’s fev'eritjr andL 
inflexiWL cruelty. This he perceived^ and repented finccrely* 
of u(Ang fo mcan/a cloak for an unworthy adtion, which was 
only adding to his own guilt. \Ve have been the more parti* 
culrar in relating the above incidents, as they had no fmall 
{bare in the fubfequent revolution. ' 

It was apparent from his majefiy’s conduct the following 
year, that he believed himfelf faulty ; for when he ordered 
the bifhop of Odenfee^ and his chancellor, to be feized, he 
only imprifoned them, by laying an eafy reftraint on their 
motions in a private family. Yet was the caufe of his beine 
arrefted o? m more criminal nature than what either Feburg% 
or Torbern were put to death for. He was fuppofed to have 
given up the intereft of his country, and fold the honour of 
his king to the LuheckerSy for a Yum of money he received, 
when he tranfa£led the laft peace. 

A. D. Tins year began an epoch the moft important of any in 
I q 17. the Danijh hiflory. From the firft planting of ChriHianity in 
Luthcra- Penmark^ the church of that kingdom had always acknoav* 
mimjirfl Icdged the iupremacy of Ronu^ and, in all ages, kept up a 
introrvci'd conilant communion with the pope, and other biftiops of that 
Den- pcrfuafion. Now the inclination which Chrijhan fhlw*ed for 
’ the dodrinc of Luther^ began toeftedf a change. It would be 
unneerflary to trace here the rife, opinions, and doctrines of 
the eloquent Luther whom we have already had frequent oc- 
cafion Co mention ; fuiHcient it is, that the legate's avarice, 
and Chriflian*% refentmenc, at feeing his people inipoverifhed by 
the intrigues of that holy villain, made Ludjr's doflrinesand 
arguments be received with double force in Denmark. Ckrif^ 
tian Cent for ^ilful doftors and profeffers, to ^cach the Pro- 
teftant religion in his dominions ; but his too great eagernefs 
in feizing fome church -lands, and openly erpoufing the doc- 
trine of Luther^ cod him dear afterwards. Nothing could be 
more unfeafonable than any innovations in religion, at a time 
when the nobility were difafFedled, and highly incenfed by the 
death of Torbern \ and the clergy, by the imprifonmentnf the 
bifhop of Odenfeoj and fequeftration of their lands. I'jjefe 
two powerful b^ies difapproved the change he endeavoured to 
cfFed in the public belief, without their concurrence $ and 
they feized the opportunity of reurenefibing the prerogative, 
which Tome ]at( afis of ChfiJHan feemed to enlarge bewnd 
the natural boundaries between the king and people. With 
Afftteni- this view they raifed up one Su Brigget^ to preach prophe- 
ed prophet oief concerning the king’s baiiifhment ; oracles t^hich were 
tn frequently obfeure, but always interpreted in the manner moft 
Denmark. to their dcfigns. The people took fire, and werjj^ 
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J^gfh infatuated into an implicit belief of the \|bth of thelb 
reverieSf upon the declaration of Chri/icphfr Kaimii^g^ a 
perfon celebrated for learning and piety, that they wcim ap- 
plicable to the king. , T 

But Chriftianw^s not in the leaft difturbed by thefe pre- 
tended prophecies, at Wj!ich he laughed publicly, and afked 
Raimsberg in a jocular manner, whether as they prophcfied 
his .baniftment, they did not likewife forefee his return to 
his dominions. Certain however it is, that in a political 
light he ought to have treated an impoAor, dangerous to the 
public and himfelf, in a different manner. Had he laboured 
hard to detect the fraud, it would have difgraced iCde nobility 
and clergy with the people, paved the way for the change of 
religion he was endeavouring to introduce, and eftablifhed him- 
fclf firmly on the throne, ^ich now tottered with him. 

In the mean time a civil war broke out in Swidtn^ and ^ 
the adminiftratorbefieged the archbilhop in the fortrefs of 5//*- 
kCy whither Chrtflian immediately fent a fleet to his relief. 

The command of this fquadron was given to Norby^ Glffily 
and Morian, who coming to an anchor before the fortrefs, 
landed their troops, raifed the fiege by obliging the Swidet 
to retlVat, and relieved the archbilhop without fighting a 
ftroke. Indeed the SwedIJh hifforians fpeak differently, but 
very inconfiffently of the cpnfequences of this expedition, 
affirming that the Danes were cut in pieces, but taking no 
farther notice of the archbilhop or garrifoi^ 

But whatever advantages the Danijh arms might have 
gained in Sweden^ a war with that kingdom was highly pre- 
' judicial to Chrijliuri^ intereff, as it ftrengthened the f'a^ion 
at home, whUe bsswaa employed againft foreign enemies. 

The legate* Jfrcembold had likewife ftrongly* united himfelf 
with the admintffrator and Danijh malcontents, and even 
prevailed on the pope to thunder out hb bulls againft the re- 
formifts and feflarifts, in which number were included all 
fhe king’s adherents. 

In this fituation ftood the affairs of both kingdoms, when A. D, 
the hout^of Aujiriay at the king’s intreaty, interceded with ijiS# 
the bpiy fee in behalf of Chrijliany obtain^ a revocation of 
the bull, and a decree of the pope and conclave, whereby 
the adminiftrator flbd his adherents were laid under a fevere 
interdi^on for their difobedience and r|beI]iQn, and Cbrif- 
iian empowered to treat them as fehifinatics excommunicated 
from the bofom of the church. No fooner had Chrijiian 
fortified himfelf with this fpiricual commiffion, than he de* 

* PuFrxxD. t V. ibid. 
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termincd profecating the war with vigour ; but thf 

dilHcuItv £ to raife the funds, all the money in the king^ 
dom buying been .paid to Jircmbold for indulgences. 

dilcnitm his majelfy bad recourfe to Sigebfiite^ a 
]ad)^ho pofieiled an entire dominion over him. She was 
mother to his late mifirefs ColumMe^ of an afpiring and 
intriguing genius, who played fo artfully on the king’s paf* 
fions, that the reins of government were directed wholly by 
her hands. She confulted, or rather {he commanded the fe- 
nutc, difpafed of all preferments and placesi impofed taxes 
at plcafure, and had already abolilhed many excellent and 
antient hv:% from mere caprice. She was a native of the 
Netherlands^ and had introduced the cuftoms and manners of 
her own country to gratify her vanity, and make ollenta- 
tion of her power. Such was tjit perfon to whom^the care 
of raifing the fupplies for the war was committed.* To cf- 
fc(fl her purpofe StgebrefU laid freih burdens on the people, 
and eflabli(hed a kind of officers called Scauts in every town, 
for the exa3 levying of the* taxes, which they did with the 
moft infolent oppreffion, and without feeling or compafficui 
for the poor, whofe beds and houfhold furniture were taken 
and fold for the king’s ufe, and themfeivcs and ftmilics 
turned out naked in the ftreets. 

Hf. AVF.N could not behold fuch tyranny without indigna- 
tion, and the moft; completely to fill the meafure of its ven<» 
gcance, permitted Sigebrette to contrive other fchemes equally 
ruinous of the kingdom, and dcteftable to the people. One 
in particular, which had nothing to do with the fupplies^ 
^aifed a violent clamour; it was the abolition of the men- * 
dicant ftudents in the univcrfity of Copenl^gen. It had been 
a cuftom of grSat antiquity in Denmark^ to cfaiA up young 
|nen of no fortune to the arts ufeful to fociety, by means of 
public charity. They were diftingu^bed by a particular ha- 
bit, which difpleafed the eye of this wbimfical favourite, and 
flic determined therefore to abolifh the whole order. The 
iMtter was upon the whole of flight importancet but cuftom 
had given ftrength to it : the was arbitrary | it was 
looked upon as a dangerous innovation, and the who]p na- 
tion cried out againft the king’s edi£l, as if the bulwark of 
their liberties had been attacked. * 

His majefly wrote to the biftiops to exhort their fuffragans 
to a cbearful comifliance with taxes necefTary to carry on 
a juft war ; but his propofition was unanimoufly rejefied by 
the clergy^ who complained of the fequeftraeioQuof the (hurch 
lands, and the frcc^uent an^ heavy contributions already raifed 
on them- r ^ 
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^ It was not tfie feafon to irritate fo powcrfuH ^bo dy \ tbf 
Xing contented himfelf with exa&ihg the ufuaPRIiw paid 
by the cler^ ; but as all he could levy on other \Uedla 
wasufthqu^to the ciqpence^of the war, he had rccouiKe to 
foreign al&ftance. AmbalTadors were fent to Fxancty and they 
obtained of Francis L *a body of four thoufand auxilia* 
fies, with a train of artillery. After this the ambafladors 
proceeded to Spain^ and demanded of Charles the portion of 
his fifter IfaMla^ and be gave an order upon the town of 
Antwerp for the payment of one hundred thoufand marks, or 
one third of the portion, which by contradl was to be paid 
at ^ ree inftalments. S^n after the two other* payments 
wS^^made, which the king was greatly alTifted in pur«* 
fuing iTis defigns againft Sweden. 

In the mean time great V^ntentions arofc about the elec- 7*^^ 
tion of an archbifhop of Lunden^ in the room of Birger de- tion of an 
ceafed. The chapter recommended, or rather proceeded to arcbbijhop 
fhe ele£i4on of Agon^ while the king fupported the inlereft e^Lun- 
of ScoWerg^ and at laft carried his point by dint of power den. 
and menaces. This prelate’s iirft ftep was to write to the 
*^*pe, requefting he would threaten Cbrijiian with excommu- 
nicatioit if he did not immediately part with Sigebrette^ the 
Inftrument of all the misfortunes which had lately befallen 
^he kingdom. This indeed ;was an indanjee of bis public 
Tpirit, but not of gratitude to a prince who*had incurred the 
lU'Will of his fubjefb by fo tenacioufly efpoufing the prelate ; 
but be foon received his punilhmcnc in a manner very ex- 
traordinary. • 

* The archbifihop’s letter was entrufted to one Lang^ who 
carried it to Shehrety. As this woman’s irqjigination was 
fertile in expedients of revenge, (he immediately determined 
(o deprive Scolbcrg of his dignity, and fubfiitute in his room 
the Iwhg’s barber, an unworthy fyeophanr, for whom (he en- 
tertained a pailion. By this defpicablc creature (he prevailed 
upon the king to write to bis holinefs, reprefenting him as 
the peribn eleded to the fee of Lunderiy and imploring bis 
holineli to^ confirm him in that dignity. The king’s (haver 
prefent^ bis letter, was confirmed in the new dignity, and 
returned with the mitre and other badges of the arebiepifeo- 
pal fundion, to th(f utter confufion and difappointment of 
$eolberg. It is true the pope, as foon asjiedifcovered the 
fraud, revoked his confirtnacion, and reinftated ScMerg ; but 
the affair ended with ftill more ferious confequences, the 
cl(^y hqying highly refented this indignity to the cloth. 

Towards^ the beginning of this.year, Cbriftian marched A. D. 
g hedy of troops to Seheryn^ under the cpmmwd of Crumpen^ 1 5 1 
• ‘ an ' 
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Chriftian an cxcel|;g>!^ officer. He likewiie put to Tea a formidable flee^ 
renrwi the with ^ders to feize on all the Swedijb ports that were accef- 
Armed wfth the pope’s authority, he gave fulj fwing 
bweden. iQ ^;i^e bloodincfs of his difpofition, ordering his troops to 
commit all kinds of cruelty and excels, in order to intimi- 
date the enemy, and wean the afFeifiions of the Swedes from 
the adminifirator. llis inftructions were but coo well ob- 
ferved; Crumpen penetrated to the heart of Sweden^ and com- 
mitted frightful diforders ; after which he returned to Den- 
markf laden with rich booty, without exchanging .a blow 
with the enemy. 

CHRIS^llyfN's foul was wrapped up in the conque'P oT 
Sweden. Impatient for the return of fpring, hf* 'ordered Cftfw- 
pen to enter IVeJi-Goihland in the depth of winter, at the 
head of a numerous army, and by every poflible method to 
endeavour bringing the enemy to a battle. In this he fuc- 
ceeded, the adminiftrator marching againft him with equal 
TheSwe- "Three battles were fought, in the firft of which 

di(h \rrwy nothing was decided ; in the fccond the adminiftrator loft an 
defeated, ^rm, and was 'greatly hurt by a fall from his horfe ; and-Si*»,_ 
the third the Szvedijh army was totally defeated and difperfed, 
the adminiftrator dying foon after of the wounds he received* 
A fourth engagement happened the day fuccccding the laft 
battle. The adcnlniftrator had lodged a body of infantryjl 
ilrongly intrenched in a neighbouring foreft, to fecure a pafs 
which Ottw^ew^tictermined to force. The Swedijh pcafants 
amounted to ten thoufand, and repulfed the Danes in the 
firft aftauit. A fecond was given, in which the French auxi« 
liaries led the van, while Cmsnpen made a tour round the in- 
trcnchmcnts Co difeover feme place of’ Icfs ,,ftfength. The 
prince of Foucarmont behaved with that gallantry that has al- 
ways diftinguiihed his nation \ be leaped over the ditch fword 
in hand, but fell back in confoquence of a wound. His foldiers 
Mftxt now animated with the defire of revenge, they pufhed 
forwards, and were happily feconded by CrumpenH attack on 
the rear, which foon put the enemy in diforder, though they 
idifputed every inch of ground with obftinacy. At laft, de- 
fpairing of longer defending thcmfelvcs, they fallied ott fword 
in hand, and softer prodigious llaughter fn both Tides, efcaped 
under favour of the night, after lofing two-thirds of their 
number. ^ 

CRUMPEN having nothing to oppofe him marched into 
the heart of the kingdom. At this Jundurc the archbilhop of 
Up/al declared immediately for Chrijiian \ awd the people be- 
ing defirous of nothing*fo much as a fovereign, who might 
rt-eftabliOi the repofe of the country, djd not Teem averfqbID 
* c ' the 
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the motion, though thw ftUl remained a 'fe^Uon that ufed 
all their influence to eleii a new adminiftrator. ^ conjunc- v 
4*n with feme others, d>e prelate fent deputies • 

to demand a truce i but the Danijh general^ fearing tlfc in- 
tention was only to gain time, would agree to no other terms 
than a fufpenrion of arms for eleven days, during which the 
ftates were to afleroWe at Vpfal. Here he appeared for his 
mafter, propofed an extinflion of the dignity of adminiftra- 
tor, and rc eftablilhment of the union of Calmar. in both 
whiefi he met with little difficulty, in an affembly wholly 
devoted to Chriftian. He promifed, in the king his mafter s 
name, to procure an aft of indemnity, to prcfcrve the li- 
ber tiMj— and immunities of the fcvcral ^ders of the 
icin^m, and e^aftly to obferve all the conditions of the 

*^*As foon as bufincfs was Syifhed, the archbifliop declared 
Chrijiian King of Swtdeti^ in the name of the ftates of the 
kingdom ; and he wrote to the provinces requiring them 
to comply with this refolution of the aflembly, threatening 
thofe who fnould refufe to fubmit, with the moft rigorous 
punifhmcntof the law. The greater part of the kiiigdom 
-fliKmitted to the will of the ftates; but the admmiftratoi s 
' widow ftill held the cities of Stockholm^ Calmar^ and others. 

'mdany bloody battles vvere fought, and fieges undertaken, af- 
ker it was imagined that Chrijiian was fully cftabliftied in the 
government. Thefe however Vc muft avoi* relating in this 


^ In the year 1520, the king arrived in Sweden^ where, af- Chriftlaa 
ter reducing Sto^halm, he was crowned with great foLmiiity, crowntd 
foon after which he returned to Denmark. In his abrcnce ?r 
the difafFefted in Denmark grew more bold : they fpokc iheit Sweden, 
fentiments frtfljTof his government, and openly %nd infolently 
jefufed to pay the taxes to his officers. The fenate and 
nobility, inflead of oppofing thefe difeontents, feemed to coun- 
tenance them : they bore with impatience the immoderate 
authority he alTumed, and the defpotifm he afFefted, only to 
tranflate it into the hands of a haughty, capricious woman. 
However, his fudden return as conqueror of Sweden ftruck 
dumb the tongue of faftion, and hufhed every murmur of 
difeontent. Every man endeavoured to conceal his fentiments, 
and put on a face oMoy. His minifters, always rw^ to play 
on the paffions of kings, told him that he muft fccure his 
conquefts by abolifhing the fenate, and renaering himfelf ar- 
bitrary : there was not, they faid, a ftngle fenator who was 
not dkirous of heading a rebellion, in hopes one day of rifing 
to the dignity ofadminiftrator ; the iiobUlty muft be humbM 
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for tRe Cun'j Veafons j and tnd<wd his majefly (iy 

thefe wic^i tools, to cheriflt only the peafants, and 
dcftia^ from their births to cultivate the fmiu of the earthy . 
an(^«ne ufeful aits. 

IjOT the fuggcftions of Sigfi^ritii co*operated mbrt with 
the king’s own natural dirpofitioil, in ittfufing thofe maxims 
of arbitrary policy> than all the infiliuations of the other cour- 
tiers. She had a particular manner of conveying her infernal 
inftrufiions, which never failed in engaging the king’s at- 
tention, and drawing him into her fentiments. Violent^ im- 
petuous, and ambitious, Cbrijlian was rendered ftill more fa 
by her perfuafions. He wanted to derive his authority folcly 
from his'^cKgnity, not from the laws ; and (he w.wVied 
him above all law, in order to elevate herfei-f rthe hig^f^r, and 
govern both the monarch and the laws. Upon this princi- 
ple it was, that (he refolvcd to facrifice the Swe^i/h nobility 
and fenate, the more fecurely to trample on the neck of 
liberty : but (he wanted a fpecious pretext for the king’s 
committing an a£lion fo cruel and to extraordinary. To 
murder fo great a number of men, who had put themfelves 
in his powe^ without the faith of treaties, required 4]^ 
Arongefl reamns to palliate it. Several fehemes were pro- / 
jciffed for accompIKhing this horrid maflacre i but ' none ap* ' 
peared fcafiblc to Chujllany befides reviving the affair of th| 
fenate's excommunication, knowing well that no adtion ca/» 
be too bafe and infidious to be covered under the cloak of 
falfe religion. 

ttu horrid Ha VINO fixed on this plan, he laid it before the archbifhop 
plan for of Lunden and bifhop of Oienfec^ with wh»m he concerted 
fnajfacring the means of execution. He pafTed over to 5 wtden^ convoked 
iht Swe- the airembly,^ was publicly crowned, ar.d beftqwed the order 
of knighthood and the Elephant on a great number of Gi^ 
Man and Danljh nobility ; but not on a fingic Swede^ which 
occafioned loud complaints againft his partiality. After this 
he invited the Sivedifo nobility to a magnificent entertainment 
in the citadel. They came, and were received with the ut- 
moft affability and politenefs bv the king. For two days the 
whole kingdom was abforbed in luxury and pleafiire. At 
length, when matters were found ripe for execution^ and the 
nation was lulled in perfedf fecurity, a body of foldiers were or- 
dered, under various pretences, to fetze' upon the admlniftra- 
tor’s widow, thccfenate, nobility, and thebifiiops themfelves j 
and the Danijh commifSoners, and officers of the holv fee, 
were to profecute them as heretics. But this procefs oeiti^ 
too long for the impatience of ChrifiM% temper, the execu- 
tioner was commanded 10 do bis omce, without allowing the 

unhapip 
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wriiappy prifoners the liberty of feeing their confo^rs tbeif 
moments. y 

Nothing could equal the conflernation that inSc^djatcIy 
appeared in every face, when the iliuftriousfrifliins m^ched 
out in fhc middie of the day^ furrounded by files of foldirs, execura 
to be immolated at the Ihrines of ambition, cruelty, and per- thcplaa^ 
fidy. Among the firS that refpeiSlable fenator Eric Vafa^ 
whofe Ton G^avus was foon after raifed to the dif^nity of ad- 
miniftrator, and then to the throne of Sweden. The reft fol- 
lowed in a long train to the place of execution, amidft the 
profound filence of the inhabitants, tvbo weic firuck dumb 
with terror and furprize. At length they arrived ; and feven- 
fjords and bifhops, fome fay eighty»fhur, were 
Ixh^Jed in oM/lay. Chrijlian made no diftinflion bctv/ccn 
friends 'siittf*€hemies, the better to convince the people, that 
he a£tcd ]efs from motives revenge than obedience to the 
holy fee. But we cannot dwell here upon a fcenc fo horrible, 
as will blafi the memory of this tyrant, and tranfmit his 
name with fiains of the deeped infamy to the lated poderity. 

In our account of Sweden we (hall, however, endeavour to 
relate this tranfadtion with all the perfpicuity which an event, 

, Ihe mod memorable on record, deferves •. 

BvT^hriJiian^ not fatiated with the blood of fo many 
^oble perfonages, let loofe his troops upon the citizens, to 
^mmic enormities which freeze the blood even in recital. A 
£ondud; fo barbarous was beheld at the time with refentment, 
and cannot be related fo many ages after without horror. It 
called loudly for the divine vengeance, and heaven laid up dore 
of punifhment to thunder down upon his guilty head. In his 
paiTage from Sweden to Denmark^ inftances of his cruelty arc 
to be met with : it nqw became habitual ; and Chrijlian miglic 
as well refrait? fTom food as from thirding after the blood of 
his fubjedls. Stopping in his journey at the ihonadcry of Ntt- Other 
vacy he was told, that a part of the corn and provifion of the ^fners of 
monadery was concealed in a neighbouring fored. 'Although CliriftianV 
there remained abundance for his retinue, he gave orders to 
feize the abbe and monks, immediately after mafs was per- 
formed, aq^ to throw them, bound hand and foot, in the river. 

The at^e found means to efoape out of the bands of the ruf- 
fians employed to bind him: he run towards the river; but 
was purfued and mafTaaed by the king’s oriler, before he could 
fave himfelf by fwimming. • 

CHRJSTIaN*s day was but ftiort in Denmark ; for foon 
after his arrival, he fet out on a vifit to bis brother-in-law the 


* Mburs. Vit. Ckrtft. p. yy. SvrriNa. tom. 4* 
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etttperor) the/inten(k>n of which is not mentioned^ ejteejit. 
that he obff ned the reverfion of Hiljlitn to the crown f>f 

DenmArfir^, 

In ^Me mean /ime Gujiavus^ ion of ErU Vafa^ projeAed 
great, fchemes for* the delivery of his country from the tyranny 
of Chrijiian. At Mora he raifed a body of peafants with fuch 
fecrecy and celerity, that he attacked and defeated the gover- 
nor of the province, before he was apprized of an infurr^ion, 
Revt,luthm\\\% army foon increafiiig with his profperity, he attempted 
fff Sweden, greater matters ; and over-run moft of the provinces of otc//- 
before any army could be got in the field to oppofe him* 
The people, in general, cried out to revenge the butcheries 
committed the Danes : however, the brave was 

fomewhat fiartled with a mefifage Cent to him. by Chrl^an^ ’ 
that unlcfs he laid down his arms, and quefTed^nre/sdlubn, he 
would put his mother and fiftcr^ to the moft cruel tortures. 
But patriotic love fuppreiled even the feelings of nature : 
Gujiavus marched on, followed by the faithful Dalecarlians^ 
put all the Danes he met to the fword, and even gave no 
quarter to Swedes who were obftinately attached to Chriflian* 
All this while Theodore^ the king’s viceroy, was levying 
forces, with which he at laft marched to the river Brunehec\^ 
with intention to difpute thepaftage with Gu/lavus : h£>wever, * 
fome motions, made by the latter, determined him to returrry 
to Stockho/m^ which city be plunged into the depths of luxury,/ 
as>if it had been hr the inidll of^profound peace. Taking ad- 
vantage of the viceroy’s retreat, Guftavus pulhed on to tvejii* 
ras^ where was encamped a large body of Danesj whom he at- 
tacked and defeated, after an obftinatc engai^eipent. Then he 
entered the town, where, finding no rcfiftance, the foldiera* 
abandoned themfelves to drinking and pillaging : an impru- 
dence that bacPneaiiy ruined the caufeof liberty^, for thegar- 
rifon of the citadel tallying out upon them unprepared, would 
have dcftroyctl the DaUcarlians^ had not the vigilance, brave- 

S , and good fortune of Gujiavus parried the impending blow. 

Ordering a corps of ofikers to make head againft the DaneSy 
he flew like lightning to recal his men from pillaging, rallied 
them, and led them on fo furioufly, that the enemy were foon 
repaired, and the citadel immediately forced to furrfnder. 

Rtfirf Animated with his late viblorics, every day ewinSd new 
GiiiUvas. laurels round the cqpquexor’s brow, az^ at lengtn encouraged 
him to march ftrait to Smkhulm ; but not with a view of befieg^ 
ing it, having no fleet to block up the harbour : his defign was 
no more than to ftrike terror, and perhaps countenance the if>- 
furreA'.oii of his friends in the city* In this he was miftaken; 
but his appearance had one good eflc£t it cTiovc thS viceroy 
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lititl arclifti{h6p»''1ritim1datcd at his approach, to^ck protcc- 
ti|n rn arid commit the command of the to an old 
• officer, 

CHRISTIAN hAiM the rapid progre(sf4 this revof^with 
uneafinffs and chagrin ; but many tircumftanccs concurred in 
preventing his fending fuccours to the viceroy. The firft was 
thc^queen-mother’s death? and the next, and more powerful, 
the general difoontent which prevailed all over Denmurk, He 
knewjihat nothing but a ftrong Handing army kept the nobility 
in awe, and that the moment he either fent an army or went 
in perfon xd Sweden^ he expofed himiclf to the confequences 
of a revolt in Denmark, In this fituation were, matters when 
and archbiftiop arrived at court, whera Phey were 
receiJvd with of cowardice and treachery. The 

viceroy was'lc izcd, put to the torture, and forced to confefs 
a number of horrid crimes oi which he had been guilty; 
upon which the kmg appointed a day for his execution. Even 
the tears and intrcatics of Sigehrete could not fave this favou- 
rite of her’s ; fo provoked was Chriftian at the lofs of Sweden^ 
which he now looked on as irrecoverable. Finding himfcif 
in po condjiion to oppofc Gujfdvus^ he rcfolved upon cxc* 
curing bis revenge in themoft cruel and brutal manner on his 
mother ibd ftfter, both which ladies he ordered to he tied in 
mcks, and thrown into the fca. Next he ordered his gover- 
nors of provinces and garrifons^to put all the Sxvedes within 
their jurifdiflion to the fword ; a barbarity which induced 
Guftavtts to publiih an edifl, commanding adherents to 
exterminate x\\izDan€S^ without giving quarter, wherever they 
found them. 

“Towards the year 1522, Chrlfiian fent Norhy with a A. 
ftrong fleet and army raife the ficge of Stockholnty before *522. 
which city Gujfavm fat down with his whole arnay. Norhy 
was vigilant in performing his duty, though from motives 
felfifh and ambitious. He flattered himfelf, that if he could 
defeat Gujiavus^ it might pave his way to the throne of 
Sweden, He knew the people would never fupport the 
tyranny of ChrIJliany and might perhaps be prevailed on to 
accept for tljeir king ai perfon whofc power and military capa- 
city wouU be able to proteft them. Full of thefe notions, 
he debarked his troops, and led them againft the Dalecarlians^ 
whom he drove out of their lines. Gujlovia however rallied 
his men, and fought with fuch vigour, that embarked 
the Danei^ and fuflfered him to profecute the flege, after he 
had thrown in fupplies of ftores, men, and proviiion into the 
city. , 
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GUSTAFUS^ finding it irnpoflible to comiMifii his defign 
without a had recourfe to the regency of Luhtek \ and 
obtain^*^if auxiliary fquadron on fuch grievous terms as , 
would^have been dt(bonourable» in cafe of lefs emergent ne* 
ceffty. Now the harbour was bkicVed up, and the^city re* 
duced to great ftraits, a Danijk convoy having been inter- 
cepted. Upon advice of this^ Norby again fet fail for St^k~ 
holm^ and found in the road a fquadron of Lubeckers and Fiem- 
ings^ whigh he attacked, and fought furioufly for the whole 
day, renewing the combat again next morning. A ftorm of 
wind however arofe, which parted the combatants before 
victory declared herfelf on either fide, which obliged the Da^ 
niflj admiral to moor his (hips in the creek of a liitiejfland^ 
at a fmall difiance from the place of a^jon,' Here ix/ the 
night he was fixed by a fudden froft, that CongeaKrd the fur- 
rounding water, and expofed ^im to all the attacks of the 
enemy. Gujiavus took advantage of the favourable opportu- 
nity, and, refolving to burn Norbys fquadron, put bimfelf at 
the head of the Lubeck troops encamped on the coafi, palled 
over on the ice to the ifland, and advanced in the night as 
near as he poflibly could to the enemy. Norby^ on difeover- 
ing him, began a continual fire with his cannon and fmatl^ 
arms; which, however, did not prevent G^tft/xjrfrom ad-^ 
vancing boldly to the fides of the (hips, feme of his mep 
pouring in vollics of fmall (hot and arrows, while others hel 1 
lighted torches Cn their hands ^^o fet fire to the rigging. Botn 
fides fought with obfiinate bravery ; but the Danes had the 
advantage froifi their high fituation, their cannon, and the 
flippery footing of the enemy* All the endeavours of Gujla^ 
vus could not overcome thefe difficulties, which began to 
break the courage of the Lubeck general, and at laft made him 
found a retrc^it, in the very middle of^'the baalc. The heat 
of the fun foon difiblved the ice, and furniOied Narby with 
an opportunity of fetting fail before another attempt could be 
made \ 

Difeontents mean time all Denmark was in confufion. The 

in Den- number of the difaffeded increafed daily ; and the king, al- 
xnark. wavs violent, became now furious, reiblving to trample upon 
all law and government. He endeavoured to extort, by me- 
naces, his dukedom of HAJiein^ and claim on Norway^ from 
his uncle Frederick ; but was difappoinsed by the vigilance, 
prudence, and moderation of that prince. He irritated the 
Vandal cities tcMay fiege to Elfmeur^ which they reduced to 
afhes. To oppofe them, he aflembled an army of twelve 

* Rcvol. dc M. VxaTOT, t. i. p. ixy. 
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tfacttfam! men in Zeoirmit t€ the rime when riie geneial diet a. D, 
ms affembling -St The wVo knew the 1523 J 

^ ifuelryof his mfpofition, began to. apprehend thai>.%his mill- Jutland 
tary fi^ce was fet on foot to enable the king^to racrifict%them> rrW//« 
as ire hud done the nobility of Stueden. He appeared ar the 
diet of H^lftein in arms i and would probably have enforced 
his demands by dint of Aiperior rirength, h^ not the duke 
^iiely taken meafures to oppofe him. His whole condudl 
aiiured them of his intention to govern by military Jaws ; and 
they cletermined to rilqu^tl, rather than fupport fo intolerable 
a yoke. They knew the fentiments of the whole nation con* 
curred with their own ; but they telieved it glorious to arm 
the firft ;n the caufe of liberty. All Jutland roft^ in one ge- 
neral revolt ; ChrijHan was formally depofed at a general diet 
held at and a particular decree pafled> fpecifying the 

reafons for fuch a proceeding Magnus Muna^ chief jut 
tice of Juiland^ was intruded with the dangerous commiflion 
of acquainting his majefty of the refolution of the diet. He 
met Cljriftian on his way to attend the diet at Airbus^ com- 
plimented him on his happy paflage to where he then 
wu, dined with the king, and, a&r dinner, left in the win- 
. dow the decree of the Jutland dates. It had iiot lain long 
here before the king, obferving a large faoll of parchment, 
ordered it to be read, and no fooner perceived the contenrs 
'(than he ordered fearch to be made for Munce ; but that noble- 
man had removed himfelf out of the reach of danger. 

CHRISTIAN^ feeing there was no fafetv for him in the 
country, fet out for Koiding^ a town fituatcd*on the frontiers 
of Holjliin and Jutland* He was mader of Copenhagen^ all the 
Hlands in the Baliuk^ and the kingdom of Norway ; yet dif- 
tHiding foreigners an^^ fubje£ls, and bit confcience reprefent- 
ingthe evil b^yOnd remedy, he took no ftq>s towards quafb- 
ing the rebellion. Inftead of that, be b^an fupplicating Chridlan 
thofe fub}e£h whom he had ufed with fuch pride and barbarity. ahdUatn 
Infolent profperity is ever the mod abjc£t in advcrfity. Y\\% the throne. 
chief counfeliors, in this fituation, were Olaus Rofemratz^ 

Magnus Bilde^ governor of Kolding^ and Renold Heidtrftarp 
general of the infantry. On alking their advice, the firft 
gave it ^ liis opinion, that his majedy ought to demand pow- 
erful fuccours from the emperor, his brother-in^aw : Bilde 
advRed him to offer verms of accommodation, and all the fa- 


ttsfafiion he could make to his fubje^ ; and Rofeneraiz €on« 
tented himfelf with obferving, that his majetly ou|bt to pro- 
vide for the fafety of the queen, and the young princes. 




to mortify them 1 ^ preferring his own*^ Inftead of making 
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propofals to the diet» be went to RirrgJlaJtj where there bafN 
Endea* pened to b^a great fair. He harangued the populace wij^h 
•vours to tears in^Ks eyes, and fo pathetically fet forth his peniten<^ 
revere him- irlsfortunes^ that, moved with his condition, the gc- 
/olf. nerous peafancs took a frefh oath of allegiance, and* offered 
their affiftance againft all his enemies. The king thanked 
them for their good intentions; butrit was now in vain, he 
thought, to attempt re*e(labliihing himfelf by force of arms. 
He dhlrufted his bed friends, and imagined the whole world 
combined againft him. His great tlread was left the' Bal- 
tick fhould be Ihut up by fleets of the hanfe-towns, and 
his efcape from Denmark cut off. To prevent this greateft of 
evils, he equipped Copenhagen a fleet of twenty Tail, on 
board which he put all his private treafure, the jewels, orna- 
ments, and plate of the crown. Next he fent to Callenbur^^ 
and removed from thence the ^public treafury into his own 
Ibip, together with all the records, charters, and p\iblic a£la 
of the government. Attended by his queen, children, and 
Sigebreitiy he fet fail from Copenhagen^ and was overtaken in 
his paflTage to the continent by a violent florm, which beat hia 
fleet about the Baltick for the fpace of three weeks, until he 
was reduced t& the laft extremity for provifions. At IcngWi 
arriving at he fent to his brother-in-law the emperor, ' 
not doubting but he would arm all Germany to reftorchim^V 
and little confidcring that the fricndfbip of princes dies away f 
with the profperity that gave bir\h to it, and often degenerates 
into contempt and rancour. Thus Chrijlian^ who arrived at 
a greater degree of power than any of his predcceflbrs, by the 
union of the kingdoms of Denmark^ Sweden^ and Norway^ of 
the dutchies of Slejwick^ Holjiein^ and Stormary and the al-^ 
liances of Germany y Spain y Francey Englandy and Scotland^ 
He is for- was depofed bj' his own fubjefls, deferted by*aH his friend^ 
majly de- and left a moft |»iteous monument of the eifedis of pride^ 
pff/ed, cruelty, and dcfpocifm, exerted over a free-fpirited, generous, 
and warlike people. He feemed, indeed, to be one of thofe 
pcinces which heaven in wrath fets over a nation, as a punifli- 
ment for the fins of the people, and a trial of their patience. 
Yet, with all his faults, CbrijHan was brave, and perfeAly 
flcilled in the art of reigning, could a corrupted heart receive 
the dilates of a folid underfianding and clear head. 

By his queen, Ifabella of Anflria^ he«had five childreh; 
yohmy who (bared tor fome years in his difgrace ; Phihpy and 
AdaximUiotty who 8ied young; Dorotbyy married to the elefior- 
palatine ; and Cbrijiinay who had foe her firft hufband Sforzs 
duke of MiUtny and for her fecond FrarKit duke of L^fain. 

‘ . FR^ 
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V 

FREDERICK I. '' 

Th^ abdication of Chrifttan IL paved the way to thePrede- 
throne for his uncle Fredefick^ duke of SUjwicky Hayiein^x\c}iih 
Stormar^ JVagria^ and th<^country of the Dithfnarfiam. T hefe 
dominions he inherited by the wilt of his father, though his 
brother king ^ohn wrefted from him half his territories. He 
had often attempted to recover not only the countries taken 
from him during his minority, but to make good his claim 
upon a certain portion of Denmark^ Sweden^ and Norway i 
without, however, bringing his projects to bear, foi want of 
ftrength to fuj>{^ort them. 

The Jutlanders were the firft who declared for Frederick \ 
and their voice was echoed by all the other provinces of 
Denmark.% Copenhagen flill sAhered to Cbrljiian^ and the 
example of the capital w^as followed by the kingdom of Nor- 
way, His majefty’s firil endeavour, therefore, was to reduce 
Copenhagen^ which Magnus Gyc the governor refolved to de- 
fend obltinacely, relying on the fuccours whic^ Chrijlian pro- 
mifed to fend from Germany. Being difappointed, however, 
in his cxjicdations, he furrendered the city in the beginning of 
the year 1524. 

Immediately after he had got poffeffion of the capita^, A. D. 
/rrrftT/V^ convoked a general ditt, by which he was folemnly 
proclaimed king of Denmark^ after an edieb had been firll F>'edcrick 
publiOicd, declaring the reafons of the diet for withdrawing^. 
their allegiance from Chrijlian. The ftalcs of Norway^ ac- 
c^ded to the rcTolution of the Danijis diet, and proclaimed 
Frederick with the fame formalities. Still, however, the fa- 
tisfaSion of tlie«new ting was incomplete and imperfeft. He 
could not behold Gvftavus^ raifed to the throrit of Sweden^ but 
with an eye of jealoufy ; he eagerly wi&ed, from motives of 
ambition and intereft, to fee the three kingdoms reunited, 
and with that view wrote to feme of the chief nobility of 
Sweden. The anfwer he received was not agreeable to bis 
wiflies ; but it did not damp his hopes. 

Archcishop Troll added the breath of adulation to thefe jjg 
fparks of ambition, which foon blazed forth with more j 
ftrength than was nagjral to the pacific difpofition of the new Jigm a- 
monarch. This prelate regarded the elevation of Guftavus gain 
as an infurmountable obfiacie to his own reArn to his arch- Guftavus* 
biOiopric of UpfaL He feized, therefore, all occafions of repre- 
fenting to Frederick, that the crown of Sweden belonged to 
him, as tHb fon oFChriftian I. and that be could not, with- 
out incurring the conten^pt of Denmark and Konvay^ fuffer it 
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to remain in the hands of an ufurper. Nor did he fo|- 
gec to add the incHoaviOn which the Swedijh clergy always i 
enter tAned for the kings of Denmark^ alluring Mm at the 
fame time, that his adherents atanted only his countenance, 
and his claiming publicly the crown of Sweden^ to declare 
Openly for him. 

FREDERICK made no great rcfiftancc : he yielded quiet- 
ly to arguments fo congenial to his own thoughts, fa flatter- 
ing to his ambition, and agreeable to his intcrefl. Before the 
diet broke up, he procured tbtir approbation for his being 
crowned king of Denmark^ Sweden^ and Norway ; and he dif- 
patched aSnhafladors to the Swedijh fenatc, complaining of the 
elc£lion of Guftavus in prejudice to his right, and ia direA 
violation of the treaty of Calmar, 

State of The Swedes were no longerrin a difpofition to give car to 
Sweden, fuch remonftrances. I'he union of Calmar had more than 
once almoft proved fatal to their liberties, which they now 
enjoyed in the greatefl felicity, under a prince poflVfled of 
every quality that could engage their aflfeAion, render the 
nation refpediable, and ferure happtnefs to his fubjedils. It 
was therefore tiie intentjion of the fenate to difmifs the ambaC- 
fadors with a very abrupt ar.fwer; h\xi Guftavus prefailed on 
them to treat them at the repreientatives of a great monarch. 
After entertaining them magnificently at his own table, he 
had them introduced into the fenate, gave them permifliun to 
fet forth their n)after*s claim, and referred the aiifwer, in or- 
der to render it more fatisfadory, to the general diet. When 
the dice met, the ambaiTadors pleaded their mafter’s claim in 
a laboured harangue \ and were anfwered, in a fpirited man- 
ner, by the fj^akers of the diet,' that ehc crown of Sweden 
was elcAive, and as fuch beftowed upon Gupavus% their pre- 
fent monarch, the juft reward of bis merit, and the tribute 
due fiom the gratitude of a people delivered from tyranny and 
oppreflion by his valour and conduA. They then declared, in 
the name of the diet. Trolly archbiftiop of VpfaU a traitor and 
enemy to his country : nay, in the heat of their zeal and af- 
fe^ion for Guftavus^ the Weaker was authorize^ to declare 
before the ambafladors, lYk^iGuftavus (hould have power to 
declare peace or war, and to enjoy many other prerogatives 
never before granted to a Sivedljh monardi, out of pure lefpeA 
CO his perfon. 

CentimJJ An anfwer fo explicit left no room for expoftulation % the 
Gollavus ambaftadors were for withdrawing dut of the kingdom ; but 
io the Da- Gujiavus politicly entertained them for fotre days with a re- 
nilh <i/«- view of his troops, a iight of his arfenafs, and every thing 
hajiidQrs. fQrtji bis power, and ftrike a damp on^ 
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ptttenfions of Frtitrkk : after which he difiDillld them with 
imgnificent prefents* and the higheft eAeem Ibr his perfon 
and ebarader. He accompanied the Dan/^^mbafladors with 
an env(9y from himfelf to Frederick^ to demand the releafe of 
the adminiftrator’s widow> 8i)d other ladies, imprifoned by 
Chriflian. Nor was thistthe only obje£l of his commiflion. 

knew well, that the emperor was brother-indaw to 
Clmjitan^ and powerful enough with the union of Spain and 
the /Wirj, to rc-cftabli(h Chrijiian^ in defiance of the united 
endeavours of the three kingdoms, and much more lb, if 
they were divided and at war with each other. The agent 
was ordered to examine narrowly into the charadv and dc- 
figns of Frederkkj and to fee whether there were hopes of en- 
gaging him in a folid peace, fo ncccflary to both nations in 
the beginning o\ their reignSj^and the very dawn of their au- 
thority. well did this mintfter acquit himfelf, that he 
filled Frederick with efteem for the charafler of Gvjlavui^ and 
refj>e£t for his power, very different indeed from what the 
archbifliop of Idffal had reprefented. I'his was not the time 
to revive his prctcnfions, and begin a war with a prince fo 
much mailer of the affedlions of hisfubjefls ; Jie therefore of- 
fered tile envoy to terminate all their differences amicably, 
and to form a league offenfw and defenfivc with Gujlavm. 

The more to (hew his efteem for the Swedijh monarch, he 
fmt back all the prifoners under a ftrong efcort, and particu- 
larly the adminiftratoi -s widow, attended by a fpicndid rcti- 
mic to the frontiers of Sweden. 

'Ik the mcai^timc the condu^ of admiral Nerly called /?eW/ rf 
loudly for chaftifement. That oficcr had retired with his fleet admiral 
to the ifle of Gpthla^^y of which he was governor, claimed Norby. 
independency^ tommenced a pirate, and committed ravages 
on the high feas, on the Ibipping of all nations without dif- 
tinaion. The Lubtekers and hanfe-towns were, in particular, 
great fufferers by him \ and they carried their complaints to 
Gufiauui of Sweden^ with fuch promifes of aififtance, m in* 
duced that monarch to undertake the conqueft of the ifland. 
Accordingly eight thoufand men were landed in GpthUind^ un- 
der the condua of Bernard Milen^ while the Lubtek fleet 
cruized round the coafts, to prevent all fuccours from Ftiii- 
rick from entering she iihuul. Narky was foon reduced to dif- 
ficulties ; upon which he fent one of his creatures to Fredtrick^ 
to afliire him that be was ready to acknowikdgebis fove/eign- 
ty, provided he would fend him alSftance againft the Sweats i 
a propolj^l with jyhich the Danijb monarch did not belitate to 
comply. He became jealous of the enterprffing genius of 
Guftams i and fiiw that it was his* mtereft to check the ag- 
^ E c 4 gran- 
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S rrand!z«me|ii of a neighbouring prince. The iiland of Gci^ 
'and was bcifides a dependence on the ciowo of Denmark ; ani 
(his more particularly led him (o accept the terms offered by 
Ncrby, However, as it was not polTible to fuccoiir him, 
while the Lubeck fleet kept the* fcas, without engaging in a 
direct war with the hanfe-towns, at,i time too when he feared 
a defeent on his dominions by Chrijiian^ he refolvcd to cry the 
effeds of a negotiation. He difpatched an ambailador to 
hubcLk^ complaining of the attempt made by Gujlavus cyn his 
dominions, and prayed the regency to ufe their mediation in 
prevailing on him to withdraw his forces. 

Frederic’/ FREl\ERICK knew perfectly well (he treaty lately exc- 
negotia- cuted bccvi(!!*n Lubeck and Gujlavus \ but he exerted his en* 
tionsnvith deavours to break it. To etfcdl this, he reprefehted by his am- 
ihe regency balfador, the concern the regency had in preventing Sweden 
./Lubeck. from growing too powerful. ^That Gujlavus was *an enter- 
prifing prince, full of courage and ambition, who would re* 
quire the union of all his neighbours againft him, to keep 
bounds Co his conqueds. That Gothland was a dependence 
on the crown of Denmark ; and that Norby^ now returning 
to his duty, hc«(hould be under the necefiity of fupporting him 
as his fubjciSl. 'Fhat, however, he would fubmit th% whole 
affair to the arbitration of the hcaife-towns, rather than kindle 
a war in the North: and finally, that he confented to fe- 
queder the iflandtinco the handS' of the regency, until the dif* 
pules re{zar(iing it were finally decided. 
lie relieves FREDERJCK'% propofals were too moderate, too politic, 
Noiby, agreeable to the intcred of the regency, not to be 

was perfeifly well received. They faw themfeivcs relieved from* 
be/ieged the piracies of Norby^ and at the fame time exempted the ex- 
the pence of mainiaining a fleet at Tea, to prote£f tha conqueds of 
Swedes, the Swedijh monaich. They preferred feeing Gothland de.* 
fpnded by their own garrifon, though attended with fome ex- 
pence, to puaing it into the hands of Gujlavus^ and thereby 
enabling him to moled their commerce. It was for thefe rea- 
fons theregem y concluded a lecret treaty with Frederick^ by 
which they promifed to connive at his endeavours to throw in 
fuccours into Wijhy, It was likcwife dipulated, that the king 
of Denmark fhould Tendon ambailador to Sweden^ to complain 
of Gujlavus^ invafion of Gothland ; and ihat he ihould be 
followed by deputies from the hanfe-towns, offeiing their me- 
diation, and declarhig they would take arms agaiuit the party 
who (hould oppote a rcafonable accommodation. 

In confequence of this treaty fupplies were thrown into 
interview paifed between Frederuk%ul Gujfavus^ at 
which the adair of. Gothland was warmly dcbaced,^ and rcleri^i4 
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ri^ for a full dectAon to a cougrds of commlffionm from 
^ Anmark^ Swiden^ and the hanfe-towns. The Drnijh depu- 
ties came at the time appointed, but made on^ a Ihort itay fot 
the SivaJ^s, who were kept back by contrary winds. Fredi^ 
rick made ufe of this occadon to break ofF a congrefs to 
which he had no inclinatipn, having now thrown in fupplies 
into ff'ishy^ and received an oath of allegiance from Norby. 

His Swcdijlj majefty remonftrated, but to no eft'edt, as Fndt^ 
rick vfas iii no humour to fubmit to th^ hazard of arbitration 
an ifland of which he thought himfclf already fecure. In a word, 
he over reached the commiHioners of JLubeck and Swdeni but 
was himfeif alnioft outwitted by Norby^ who had eijtarcd upon 
a negotiation with the Svuidijh general Milcn^ his old friend, 
and obtained from him a fufpenfton of arms. The fiege was 
raifed without the knowledge of Guflavus^ and to the g^cat 
difeon-tent^f the whole SiucdiJh army. No fooner was Narby 
delivered from the terrors of a ficge, than he rcfolved to brcak’^^]|^^^ 
his oath to Frederick^ and preferve his independence. In vain promlft t 9 
was he fummoned, in vain was he threatened with punifhmcnt Frederick, 
by the Dantjh monarch : he not only refufed keeping his pa- 
role, but made a defeent with his fleet on Schgjttn^ where he 
was joined by all the burghers ^d pcafants attached to the 
late king ChrijHan. Here, aft<y^rning a number of villages, 
he made himfeif mafler of Salsburg, Lundtn^ Landferoon^ and 
fome other places. * • 

JOHN RANTLA1V was fent by the king to oppofc his 
progrefs with two battalions of infantry, and S few fquadrons 
of horfe. Norhy^wz,% at this time employed in the fiege of 
NAJinburg ; and that his operations might receive no interrup- 
tion, he detached one of his generals with eight thoufand men, 
to give battle t«9 Rantzaw^ whofe whole force feafee amounted 
to half that number. It was indeed expected, that Rant* 

%3w would not have flood his ground ) but this experienced 
officer knew what degree of confidence was to be placed in 
difcipline and valour* He attacked the Cfiemy with fueb^/V^ 
firmnefs, that their ranks were foon broken and put in 
dcr, about a tboufand of them killed, and the reft put to Riwtzaw. 
flight. Fivt hundred prifoners taken in the purfuit were fcnt 
to king Frederick^ with a great number of enfigns, and other 
military trophies. m 

This defeat greatly difconcerted and obliged him 

to raife the fiege of Heljinburg. After Ibmcfmotions to col- 
let^ his fcauered troops, be retired to Land/croon^ which he 
put in the bell mflure of defence. Ranizaw immediately 
followed and blcmed up the city, until a fufficient reinforce- 
ment arrived to commence the iltege* in form* Here be did 
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not remain' long, before Otun Sti^ot collcdin^ together fk^ 
veral thoufand peafants, who adhered to Chnjlian^ marched 
with intention ti raife the blockade ; and Rantzaw having 
advice of his motiovis, marche4 out of his intrenchnYents to 
give him battle, which he did with all imaginable fuccels, dif* 
perfing the peafanc ^rmj^ and retuitiing the fame day to his 
camp before the city. This ftroke operated powerfully on the 
courage of N^rby ; be immediately demanded a parley, deli- 
vered propofals of capitulation, which Rantzaw Tent for the 
approbation of king Frtderick^ 7 'hc king fearing left Norby 
would deliver the ifle of Gothland to the Swedes^ (liould he 
infift up6ni too rigorous terms, erred perhaps in the other 
extreme, by {hewing too much lenity and indulgence to a man 
who had fo often broke through oaths and the moft folemn en^ 
gagements. He contented him^lf with a promife from Norby^ 
Wurthir that he would refrain from all further violences, put the city 

fnnfi ^ and citadel of JViiby into his hands, and take a frefh oath of 
Norby V allegiance ; terms with which Norby made no fcruplcof com- 
plying, as he intended to regard them no longer than necef- 
iity and his intereft required. Taking with him fome Danijh 
lords, into wltofe hands he was to furrender IVisby^ he fet 
fail for Gothland \ but whoc\ he arrived there, puf off the 
performance of his promife, ztt\ prevaricated in fuch a man- 
ner, that it was plain he had qjchcr dcfigns, Fnderick^ how- 
ever, took his ntcafures fo vigoroufty, that he reduced him to 
the neceflicy of furrendering the city, and evacuating the 
ifland«(A). 

A. D. The following year it was, i}nat Margamt of Aujiria fent 
1526. fonic (hips into tkoBalticky to make a drverfion in favour df 
ChrijUan ; but nothing confiderable u||is performed by this 
fquadron. frederUk feemed to enjoy perfeA^tranquillity in 
temporal affairs ; but it was not fo in fpiricuals. Lutlnramfm 
had made fuch progrefs in Diwmrk under Chrtjlian^ in deh- 
a^e of all the endeavours of the bKhops and Romifh clergy, 
Relipoms tKat, under Frederick^ who himfelf embraced Proteftantihn, 
difptauin the naiapn was divided into two parties, each of which 
Denmark, fopported their fentiments with all the zeal and hpat peculiar 
to religious difpiices^ To prevent civil difeord, the kjngpub- 
lilhed an edt< 5 l, prraibiting all bis fobjcAs, under fevere pe- 

(^) Vid. ^VFFBN. t. iv. CHYTRiEi Cbron. p. 86. 

I A) Idorby afterwards enjoyed ment: after which he entered 
the prefeAurepf TLeUJburgi but into the fervice of RaJJ^^ next 
bii rettleis and ambitious fpirit of Cbarlts V. and daftly, was 
fot him on fivlh revolts, • which ftain at the 6eee of Flonnce* 
deprived him of hb govem- 
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ni|tie^ fMMu layiiw any reftrainia on cmrcieoce, or any 
• depriving a man of his reputation, fortune, or liberty, on ac^ 
count of bis religious opinions. The doAriXes of the refor* 
maiion were permitted to be preached publicly ; and thus the 
Romijh religion loft its influence every day. The Luihtrans 
afcribc the king’s conduA^o piety, while ^eir adverfartet af- 
firm, that policy alone governed his a&ions * : be that as it 
will, «his moderation conveys no (light idea of his underftand*^ 
ing, and certainly, at the time, contributed greatly to his Ann 
elfdbiilhmcnc on the throne. 

Thjs year the king held a general diet of the (fates, to 
make Tome new regulations in religion, for the qaiflt and re- 
pofe of the kingdom. Here it was that be (irft openly avowed 
bimfelf a Froteflant, bitterly inveighed againft . the fpirttual Frederick 
tyranny qf the church of and flopped the i^rfecu- 

lions of the popifti clergy, by the following ad) pafled by the - 

diet: I ft. That every lubjedt of Denmark (hould be free 
profefs either the docirines of Luther^ or of Rorm. 

That no perfon (hould be molefted on account of his religion,^ 
jdfy, That the king (hould extort his royal prmgative in de- 
fending the reformifts againft the tyranny, ami opprefiion of 
their eri^mies : and 4thly, T)|et the religious of all orders 
(hould be permitted to maify and live in any part of the 
kingdom they thought propel^ without refpeft to particular 
monafteries, foundations, or focieties. 

In confequence of this decree all abbeys apd cloiftcis were 
deferted, all auftcrities and celibacy in particular difregarded i 
Luthcranifm wasqpublicly preached, and embraced in all quar- 
ters ; yet (till many warm oontefts arofe between the clergy of 
either party, in which the king was forced to interpofe. At 
laft the city of* Malmn ere^ed the ftandard of Luther^ pub- ^ 

licly prohibited mafs, idols, and the other fuperftitions of the » 

Romtjh church ; and fet an example, which was foon fol- 
lowed by the reft of the cities, to the utter extindion of |0* ^Romifli 
pery. Vhe New Tcftamcnt, and Pfalms of Davids ^tttfuperfii^ 
tranflated into the vernacular language \ profe(ibrfhi|fV of the- tm. 
ology foui\(|ed, and filled with Proteftantdodfors. The bifbopt 
look the alarm, and waiting upon the k^ in a body, could 
obtain nothing more, than that the affairs of religion (hould 
receive farther reguRtions at the next general diet. 

^Kffore the diet alVcmbled, Tome attempts were made by 
Chri/iian for recovering his crown. He had conftantly rdided 
in Planders^ and never failed imploring the emperor Coarlis V. 
to aflift thitn whh forces and money, but without fuccefi* 
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That wife prince ftw too clearly into bis charaflcr, to belike 
that he couJd keep poirdTion of an authority which he fo • 
grofly abufed, orfrecover the aftedions of a free, fpirited peo- 
ple, whom be had orwleavourcito enflave. His prayers, how- 
ever, prevailed with Margaret of Auflria ; Ihc fitted out a 
fleet, and railed a body of forces fh his lavour. I'hc fleet 
was fcattered, and ten fhipb loll in a florm ; but others landed 
the troops in Sweden and Norway^ where they were joined by 
great numbers of difeontented perfons, and particularly by the 
* . . Roman Catholics, who fou^^ht their revenge in rebellion. His 
C^iltian projgrcfs, as to call upon Fredericks ferious 

. ^ ^ attentionV • Accoidinglyhe fitted out a fleet, under the con- 
recover his Canute Gyllenjiitrn^ and Eric Gyiletijiiern^ brothers to 

eronsjH. viceroy of Norway, Thele generals let fail, and came 

up with Chri/iianSHtct htUyxo^Bahu\ Here they attacked 
them, and, after an engagement which lafled the whole day, 
look, funk, burnt, and deftroyed the Flemijh fquadron, with- 
out letting a fingle ihip efcape. 

CHRISTIAN was at this time laying fiege to Aggerhus^ 
which he raifed on advice of the defeat of his fleet. The 
Gyllenjlierm I^£ed their forces, and obliged him to attempt a 
retreat to Sweden^ through Iiy^othland j but he founci himfclf 
oppofed by a body of three tm^aiand horfe, fent to block up 
the pafl'agc by king Gu/iavus. 0 Chri/{ian was now greatly cm- 
barrafled. On the one lide he law the forces of Denmark^, and 
on the other thot'e of Sweden^ neither of which his fituation 
would permit him to engage with any probability of fuccefs. 
In this dilemma he threw himfclf into the^^wn of Congel^ 
which he fortified in the beft manner circumftances would al- 
low, rather with a view to procraftinatrhis fate, than in cx- 
. , peftation of being able to defend himfclf for any time. Here 

He IS made was preflcd with fiiminc, deferted by his men, and re- 
fnjoner. (q piteous a condition, that Gyllcnjiiern^ bifbop of 

Odenfeey taking compatlion on his fufFcrings, ufed all his ar- 
guments to prevail upon him to furrender, rather than periQi 
with hunger, which he neccil'arily mud in a fhort time. He 
icmembcred that had formerly been fovcrcign of three 

powerful kingdoms, and was led by his humanity to fiipulate 
terms which he bad no power to^grant. In a word, he per- 
fuaded that prince to puthimfelf in bis power, that he might 
condu£l him its Prtiertek^ alTurtng him that the force^of 
bk>od would operate fo ftrongly on the king, as to procure 
A. D. the kindeft reception. GyUemf iern xtiifiiiitdi no arti- 

>533 *« fitmly beliei'cd all that he advanced, and wds greatly 

afioniihed to find FrederUk inceiifcd a: his Condu;^. He was 
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even ftung to the hearts on hearing that unfortunate monircb 
was feiaW and imprifbned on his arrival at CtpMmgn. 
reftionftfated to Fredtrui, but could obtain no redrels. Giir^ 

* iian was confined and ftridly guarded in th| caflle of S«n- 
dtrlmrg.fuati\ Frederick' t death, which happened at Gstterpm 
the thirteenth of ApriU in thd’year 1533. 

FREDERICK obtained the name of Patifiey from his aver- 
fion to war, and the moderation of his condu^. He was the 
firft Demijh monarch who had openly embraced and efpoured 
the reformed religion ; for though it was introduced in the 
reign of his predeceflbr, yet had it made no confiderablc pro- 
grefs. Hiftorians greatly celebrate the piety, prudence, and Death md 
flaady government of this prince. His reign ittdeed prof- 
porous to himfelf and his people ; he lived in their afFedion, ^ , j 
died highly ofteemed and regretted by one part of his fubjeds ; 
while the Reman Catholics, in general, detell. his memory 
to this day, for effecting a feformation in religion to the 
utter extindion of their tyrannical fuperftition and f^urkual 
power. 


SECT. XIV. 

^he Hiftory of the of Chrlftian III. 

C H R I $ T IJ N Iir. 

JpREDERICK was fucceeded by his fbn Cbri/iianllJ. go- OijputS 
vernor of SJeJwick and Helftein in his father’s life-time, giout a 
A. general diet alfimbled iX Copenhagen on the twenty-fourth/iK^r^, 
ofjuney to deliberate on the eleSion of a king, to which aW /A/ 
Chriflian fent two nolflenien of diftinaion to appear in his kingdom 
name. All the bifhops and Romijh clergy ftrongly fiipported dinrided 
the intcreft of prince fohny fccond fon of Frederick, in o^JO- 
fition to Chriftian, who had embraced the reformed religion./""®*"* 
They alledged, in favour of this young prince, that be was 
born after his father’s acceffion to the throne, though their 
true motive was, the hopes they entertained of breeding him 
up in their %)wn religion. A third party were for recalling 
Chrifiianll. but this faaion was fmall, and intirely abforbed 
in the two others. Jhe nobility in general fuppoited Chrif^ 
tioH Iir. and the clergy, finding they couW not carry that . 
point at that time, propofed that the eleflibif inbula be de- 
ferred to the following year. In order that the tbrttt of Nor- 
xvay might be afiembled, and the fi^me king feated^ op the 
tjuone of tfoth Idf^oms. This pros»W having , gaiwd^the 
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aflfent of die majorityf cbe Hates next refolved tofcnd an am* 
bafly to Mary^ governance of the Lew-Countries^ to propofe a 
peace, or at leaft a truce for Tome years* , 

In the mean erne fome of the chief nobility, among whom 
were Magma Goe and Erie Bonner^ entered a proteft againft 
adjourning the diet. In this tl^ey bitterly exclaimed againft 
the bifliops, whofe private intereft they affirmed prevailed 
over every meafure for the general good. Having entered 
this proteft they retired into the^ country, followed by a 
great number of the other nobility, and thus left a" clear 
Artifiees ****jo*'**y clergy in the diet. The bithops did not fail 

tho Po- advantage of this circumftance : they propofed the 

pi0i^4» following cljccrce, and had influence enough to get it pafled; 
*^*firft, that the eiedton of a king Ihould be deferred for one 
jezt ; fecondly, that church^lands and monafteries ihould 
remain in their prefent fleuatio^, until the next diet ; thirdly, 
that as^the bifliops had drawn up different charges againft 
certain minifters of the reformed religion, and particularly 
an accufacion of a heinous nature againft J. Toujfon^ he 
Ihould be obliged to appear and aniwer to the charge $ 
fourthly, that Chriflian^ the oldcft Ton of the late king 
derick^ fhould be dtfqualifled from fucceeding to the throne, 
on account of his having .^embraced the reformed c'^eligion ; 
and that ^ohn^ the fecond, be bred in the faith of the 

Romijh church, and for that rei^on preferred to his brother 
in the future elc£rion ^ 

In this manner was the kingdom of Denmark divided, af- 
ter the deceafe of Frederick, The civil difeontents furniihed 
the regency of Lubeck with an opportunity of renewing their 
attempt to engrofs the whole traffic of the Baltick, The 
means they uM to accompliih this dcGgn were indeed extra- 
ordinary, an£ fiich as require being atteftec^ by good autho- 
rity before they could gain credit ; but the relation of them 
does not belong to thb part of our hiftory (A). 

About 

• PuPFEND. t. iv. 


(A) It may be necefikry to 
obferve, that tYit l^nbeeker^ had 
formed fchemes the moft am- 
bitious and ideal that ever en- 
tered the brain of a fenfible peo- 
ple* They projefied nothing 
lefs than the nniver&l empire 
of the North ; and in enoea- 
vouring to execute their plan, 
had aimoft annihilated very 


being of their little ftate, whofe 
whole flrength confided in com- 
merce, and a confederacy with 
the other hanfe-towns. Our 
author alfedges, that they pro- 
ceeded Co far 85 to fell the king- 
dom of Denmark to Henry VllJ. 
of England 9 and that be advan- 
ced on thisjbargtin iht fum of 
twenty thon&nd crowns, with 
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^ About this ttme was held a general diet ibr ^ 

thp decSionof a fovereign. Chnftian oi Slefwck fent am-* |1. * 
bi^adors thither* who uM every artifice to gain a majori^. St>^^ , 
They reprefent^, that Dinmark being wttNout a head* and tHeti htU 
cxpofed*to a number of enecyies, it would be for the public for tht 
good that a treaty of perpetual union and alliance were con* rUaUm •/ 
eluded between Demnarkp Norway^ and Ihljlnn ; a propo* « 
fition quite agreeable to the fentiments of the diet* though 
it did not take place at chat time* They engaged that Chrifo 
tian would govern the kingdom rather as the father than the 
fovereign of his people* They protnifed that he would pre- 
ferve the liberties of the people* and extend as far as was in 
his power* the rights and influence of the nobiliti^;* but that 
if the diet thought proper to prefer his brother fohn^ he 
would acquiefe in their judgment* and never give him 
any moleftatton* They addec^ however their mafler's requefty 
that the diet would proceed to the eledlion of a king* in or* 
der to flop the confufion and difeord that now diftraded the 
kingdom* Yet after all, this diet Itkewife broke up without 
coming to any agreement. 

This year ambailadors ^arrived from Sweden^ with an ac- The stmiU 
count of the confpiracy formed by the regency ot^uhick againft dr- 
the king# The Danes offered jtlwir mediation* without know-/ir*'«^ 
ing that a fimilar plot was fc^ed agiinft themfelves* This 
ambitious regency* in ordejno accomplifli higher views* had ^®bcck. 
projciSlcd the reftoration ol Chrijiian II. arra in this defign 
they engaged prince Chr^oober of Oldenburg^ a cadet of 
that family* archbifhop Trolly John count of lieya^ a great 
number of exiles^ many of the difeontented clergy* and the 
chief magiftrates of Malmoc and Copenhagen. Chrtjlepher of 
Oldenburg was charg^ with the enterprise of fetttng Ckrifo 
tian IL at libetty. With this view he pafled tile Elbe at the 
bead of four thoufand foot, and then wrote to Chriflian of 
Slejwick^ demanding to know why he detained king Chriflian 
a prifoner in Sunderburg. He complained that his majefty 
was confined contrary to the faith of a treaty, and the fafe- 
conduA granted him by Frederuk’s general. He infilled that 
he (hould be releafed, otherwife be threatened to employ all 
bis owi^fofces* together with thofe of his friends and allies* to 
procure him juftke and bis enlargement* 

10 

a pronufe of paying the remain* intirelv pafled over by our befl 
der on their fulfilling tbe con- Enghfo aiOonnnM (i). 
traA; a piece of fccrec hiftory 

• (t) Dts MtcOis, #. e. f. fs. 
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Dure Chriflian anrwered, that the king was cnnftmed by 
order of his late itiajefty, in confcquenee oi repeated rcitidb- 
ftranccs from the rates of Denmark and Sweden : that he 
could not thcrcfAc fet him at liberty^ without the joint con- 
fent of both thcfe nations : ai^d finally, Ji^e gave hirh to un* 
iinderftand, that in this patticular he wa's not his ourn niaf* 
ter. But this anfwcr was by no ifteans faiisfaclory to Chrif- 
UphiT^ who replied, that be was afionifhed Chrijiian {liould 
cjccufe liimfclf by fuch a pretence, as he was independent of 
both kingdoms. Jt was notorious, he faid, that Sunderkurg 
belonged to him, and confcqucntly he had power to fet at li- 
berty a prince confined againfi all law and equity ; conclud- 
ing chat ‘the regency of Lubeck and iht Vandal cities would 
intereft thcmfelves in the affair, and employ force of arms to 
obtain what-was dented to fair rcmionftrances 

Having made the fame rqpnonftrances to the fenatc of 
Denmark^ and with the fame effedt, he returned to Lubeck\ 
upon which the regency ordered their army to march, under 
the command of IVaUenweher and Marc Meyer ^ into Holjlein. 
Here they raifed heavy contributions, and took the fortrefics 
ot Tritiaw and Eudm. They foitncd the liege of Segeberg^ 
took the tov^i^ and were preparing to attack the citadel, 
when they heard that received a rvinforcc-* 

ment from Denmark^ was on dm way to give them battle. It 
was the fame Rantzaw^ of wljoi i we have fpoke in the pre- 
ceding pages, that now comma^idcd Chriftlart^ forces, at- 
tacked the Luhekers^ defeated thein, and retook Eudin 

This defeat did not dticourage the prince of Oldenburg^ 
and his confederates the Ltibeck generals ;r it only obliged 
them to alter their meafurcs, evacuate Holjifin^ and embark: 
their army, in order to invade Denmar^j and thus divide the 
forces of rhatfkingdom. The Holjlc’m general made the beft 
ufe of their abfence. He penetrated to the town of Trave^ 
munde, which he befieged and took. Having demolifhed the 
fortrefs of Maggehcrgy he began to throw a bridge over the 
Trove \ a proceeding which greatly alarmed the city of in- 
becky who immediately fent alt their forces to oppofe him. 
Thcfe Ranizaw defeated, pu(hed farther, and put Chrijiim 
in pofleffion of both Tides of the river, by which meailis he 
became intire mafter of all the fltips in the harbour. Here 
he remained for (bme months, burnt ail the ihipping, and 
greatly difirefied^tbe city of Lubeck. 

In the mean time Denmark was in the moft perilous and 
diffraiQ^ condition. Geergt MufOity conful of Maimoc, bod 

^ Chvtrai Ckron. p, 92. * Des Rfcuss, t. v. p. 51. 

trea^* 
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Ireacheroufl^ feized lipon GyUenflUm^ gorernor dT tbs citadel* 
a^r which he razed it to tlie ground, and declared in favour 
of king Chriftuxn IL juft as Chrlftepber of Oldenburg eiuered 
the with his fleet. MunUr immcdiatay went on board 
the prince’s fliip, and relatiii^ the fuccefe of his enterprizc* 
induced Chrifiopber to land his forces. Soon be became m af- 
ter Rojchildy Kegr^ Soclholm^ Stega^ and Copenhit^ii which 
laft city was furrendcred to him^ on condition that he en- 
larged its privileges, and fworc to preferve the inhabitants in 
the free ufe of the Lutheran religion, which they had em- 
braced. All ihefc places he held in the name of Chnjuan II. 
exacting an oath of allegiance to that pritice from il)e inha- 
bitants of the fcveral towns and fortreffes in hi* pofRifion, 

In a word, he became mafter of "LenlGud and Sthinmj and 
was upon terms with the diet" o( Norway for. rcftoiing the 
depofed Chriftian • 

Th£ ilUnJs of Laakvd^ Falftre^ at'd LargLind^ having The Lu- 
followcd the example cf Zealand znd Schonrrit the b *tkers 

beheld with fatisfadlion the rapid progre/s of c’ cir aims, and m^flers of 
now thought i^ iftcclfarytp juiiilV their pro .'ic-dings 
manifefto, fciting forth their reafons >ur upon ^ 

war. ^Bjjt they were fuch ai^nljj^convjnccd the whole world 
of their ambition, which, directed to wrong ol'jedis, 

foori turned them into ridic^. In this manitcilo they had 
the prefumption to preferihp tti points of ncligion to Den^ 
niirkj and talk with an aii^ot authority altogether vain and 
abfurd, bccaufc it was unfupported by adequat<^ power ; for at 
this time Chriftian HI, was laying liege to the city ; and how-* 
eycr fuccclsful ificir arms were in Denmark^ they were re- 
duced to the greateft ncccflity at home. Happily ho-vcver 
for them, thedUtcr ^1' Jutland refolved to meet for the elec- 
tion of a foveieign, Hoijtein took the Dme rcfolution, and they 
affemblcd on the fourth of Juiy^ at a place called Rye^ near 
Sunderburg. It became the general opinion that tiicir c hoice 
ought to fall upon a prince capable of governiuL!: by hinilVif, 
and whofe experience and conduit might again re eltabliih 
the tranquil liry of the kingdom. A majority of voices de- Clirlf- 
clared for dfike Chriftian^ who had an army powerful enough tian III. 
to execute his defigns. The ftates of Fionia were invited to ekdedking 
accede to ihcir cle^ton, and they accepted Chriftian^ to 
whom ambafladors were immediately fent with an offer 
the crown. 

The clergy had made fome complaints, on account of 
bis religion, but they were difregarded. John Frii de HeJJa* 

” DesKoches, ibid. PuKpend. ibid. 

Mod. Hist,^Pl. XXXf I. F f Lgir 
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lager was fenf upon this commiffion, and likewtfe charged ttl 
acquaint Chrijlian^ that it was of the utmoft confequence |o 
provide againft |^c enemy's getting {MiTelfion of Fionia% 
which had now ^clared for him. Chrijiian fet out direiSily 
for Herfns^ where the nobility and commons of Jutland 
were aflcmblcd to receive him. ^ Here he was folemnly 
crowned, and acknowledged king of all Denmark^ and as 
fuch received the oaths of all prefent. 

Kinc; ChrijHan^ firft care was to apprize Guftavut of.Stue* 
den of his cledtion ; to complain of the irregular condudl of the 
Luheckers \ to exhort him to enter Schwen with a force fuffi- 
cient to wreft that province out of the hands of the enemy, 
and rcannex it to Denmark^ and, in a word, to humble the 
pride and clip the foaring wings of this ambitious republic. 
Cuftavui did not hcfitate in what manner he was to adt. He 
longed lor an occafion to reveftge himfclf on xhc, Lubeckers^ 
and embraced this opportunity. He exhorted the inhabitants 
of Sihonen to acknowledge Cnriftian III. for their fovereign, 
and he jeconded his remonftrances with force. A body of 
ttoops was marched into the prov|:;ce, anch effedlual meabres 
taken for dri^^’jg the Luheckers out of Denmark^ 

Fionia Wnu,E Chrtjtian 111. was zM^olding^ he was ftruck with 
the revolt of the ifland of^.^/3|.^at the inlligation ol* the 
count of Oldenbuf'g* The bu^hers and pcafants rofe ‘up 
againft the nobility, and wetT; of'termined to throw off their 
fubjcdlion to them, by driving tlyin out of the ifland. To 
compote thefe froublcs, and afSft the nobility, Chrijiian fent 
a body of forces, which foon obliged the people to take a 
ficlli oath of allegiance to him ; but the 'count, landings 
fuperior force, had the town of Neoburg treacheroufly fur- 
rendered to knm, and a new infurredtidh mat)(s in his favour, 
which in a (hoit time put him in pofleilion of the whole 
iiland. 

At the fame time the duke of Mecklenburg and landgrave 
of mediated a peace between the city of Lubeck and 

duichy of Holjidnt in which both fidcs agreed to give no af- 
fiftance to each other’s enemies. By this means Chriftian 
was enabled to employ all his forces in Denmark p and he ac- 
cordingly marched an army into North Jutiands iHider the 
command of the celebrated Kantzaw zn^Mric Banner. Thefe 
two generals marched dtredlly to Alhurg^ a town taken by 
Clement^ a LubAk pirate, who was encamped with a body of 
pcafants before the walls. Rantzaw attacked this corps, de- 
feated CUmenty and took the town by aflault, putting the gar- 
rifon to the fwoid. Clement out'ol^the battle, but 

was afterwards uken at Koldingy confined in priibn till the 
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ycftir and then beheaded. His bead Ws (iKed on a 
Anke in market-place, and Crowned in derifion with a 
• leaden crown, on account of his infolence in ^oclaiming Cf^rif^ 
tian II., ^ 

Although this advantage decided nothing, yet it pro- 
duced overtures for peac(% and an interview b^etween Chr'f 
tian and the count of Oidenhurg^ which bi^oke up without 
any determination, befides that of deciding the diftcrCncc by 
the fword. When the count returned to Cop^nhagerij he ai- 
fembled the flates, and demanded a fupply of money. As 
the treafury was extremely exhaufted, and the country im- 
poverilbed, he propofed that the nobility and g^try Ihould 
difpofe of their wires, and trinkets ; but this was an 

expedient with Which they did not chufe to comply, thouoh 
they found means to raife the fum required. Scarce was this 
affair finiflsed, when Geotgf J^uuter and Ambrnfc entered the 
all'embly with a bitter complaint againil the nobility and (c- 
nate, whom they accufed as the authors of all the national 
misfortunes, by II. They demanded 

therefore that jitf count^toulJ punifh them according to 
their deferts. Fear feized me whole airembly,*and no man 
ventupsd withdraw, untilAbc c^unt had given them a lb- 
IcnnralTuranre, that no vijffcaJlf mould be ofteied. 

It was now that the c6ut/'s wicked defigns came to be 
difclofed. He had laid a ftyeme for the dc)tru6lion of the 
nobility of Schonen, whom ly aflemWed at Landferoon for that 
purpofe, and was juft rcadj’ to give the finifbing blow, when 
Guftavus appeared^v er)^ providentially at the head of an army, 
orv the borders of the province. He was inftaiuly joined by 
five hundred nobility ^d gentry, who aflifted in driving the 
count's forces tfuc oi^chomn^ with which trJhfadiiQn the 
year 1534 concluded. 

In the month of January the Srt/tv//)® army entered HaU a. 
land'i and began their operations by laying fiege to Hclmjtadt, 15^5- 
After remaining fomc days before the town, the niagiftrates Progn/s /?/* 
declared voluntarily for Chrijtian III. upon which the Sivedijh Clirilliaf* j 
army proceeded on their march. Parting through the coun- nrms, 
try round Helfmbwrg^ Landferoon^ and Malmae^ they were 
joined by ^rcat numbers of the nobility and gentry, and fbon 
after gave battle and^,obtained a complete vidfory over the 
earl of Oldenburg, and the forces of LubetL Here the earl 
loft his bell officers and foldiers, who were either killed or 
made prifoners. A ftrong reinforcement was then fent by 
Chriftian III. by means of which the Swe&Jh army was en- 
abled to lay (iege to ^Afalmoi and Landferoon at the fame time. 

Bu^ tiie vidory at Heffmburg had more important conic- 
quenecs. It in^'^ q j ^d noT^Iity of l^QYway to declare in 
^ " favour 
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favour of the new king $ but this advantage waa counterba* 
lanced by (bme inconveniences. Meyer the Lulick gene;t*I 
and burgomafter /being taken in the engagement, a difpute 
arofc between the Swedes and Danes. The former jnilfted 
upon his being their prifoner, •bccaufc the victory was ob- 
tained by their forces, and the lattcf urged, that it was more 
reaibnablc he ilhould belongto them, as he had immediately 
furrendered to the Danes. This difference was carried high ; 
but at length terminated by an agreement, that he (hould be 
confined in the frontier town of JVardebeig. Here he was 
a prifoner on parole ; and Meyer ufed this opportunity not 
only to obtain his liberty, but to prevail on the magiftrates 
to declare (or Chrtftian II. and afterwards to feize on the ci- 
tadel ; both which fuccceded to his wifh. 

In the mean time the regency had engaged the duke of 
Mecklenburg in their intereff, and fent him with a fleet to 
Copenhagen^ in order to attempt the relcafeof Chrtftian II. (A) 
but a difference arifing between him and tiie eail, about the 
command of the army, Lubeck dcrv'ri:l but little advantage 
from this alliance. Not long their in Fionia was 
defeated and cut in pieces by FnntzaiVy a great number of 
foldiers and officers killed or prifoners, and am?ng the 

latter aichbiflTiop?"r5//, who ^m'^ftcr died of his wounds. 

From Fienia Rantzazv pafleoj^imo Zf^alund* Here he Was 
joined by the king in perfon, artd'^flege laid Copenhagen. The 
fieges o^Malmeczn^ Landfero^n Wv^ie likewifc vigoroufly puihed 
in Schonen^ zxsiWardcherg wrefted out of the enemy’s bands 
by Nadon Ulfton. Thus every thing confpired to ruin the de- 
figns of the Luhcckersj and firmly to eflabiifh the new king 
on the throne, who was now foleinnly crovvntd at Odenjei 
king of Denmark and Norway. , * 

During the fiege of Copenhagen^ Chriftian^ contrary to 
the advice of his council, made a dangerous vific to Gufta- 
Chi^ftian Stockholm. His intention was to concert mcafures with 

< n/Guf- prince againft the dcfij^ns ot the emperor, who, under 
lavus. pretence of procuring the ciown of Denmark hi the elec- 

tor Frederic Palatine, prujccled a Ichcme for reducing the 
three northern crowns under his own obediences The/>a- 
nijh hiftorians alledgc, chat Gufiavus made certain demands, 
with which Chriftian could not compl>ta and that the man- 
ner in which the Swedijb monarch received this denial, obliged 
Chriftian to retife with the utnioft expedition out of Sweden. 
It is aflu’med, that queen ChrifUna g&ve him notice of certain 
plots contrived againft him, and that Gaftavus aftcrwaids 
ufed this pnneefs fo ill^ that (he died of 'giief ; but thefe are 


(A) ChriJIian wDs confined in Uic citadel .vhich hadnot.jir- 
reiidered to the Lttbeck fleet. 
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the wife infifiuations of writers, who would appear IctloW** 

Ag in the myfl'eries of ftate, by afFedltng an air of obfeu- 
rity I( is certain that thefe conjeAurA are diametrically 
oppolifc to the ailertions qf the Swedijh hiftoiians, and in- 
deed to the charafler of the heroic Guftavus. Whatever rc- 
fentment Gufiavus harbcaired, he entirely concealed it, aiM 
took every meafurc to perform his engagements, and eftablim 
Chrijiian on the throne. Nay, to the Swedifty troops may 
we in a great meafure aferibe the reduction of Copenhagen^ 
which together with handfroon were furrendered the follow- 
ing year after a long fiege. 

Now it was that the emperor began to con4;ctn bimfelf A. D. 
in the affairs of Denmark^ and to pufli the intereft of the 1530. 
cleftor- palatine. With this view he fent an ambaflador to The em» 
the duke Saxony and landgrave of Hejfe^ declaring Cftr/yi 
iian 111. *an ufurper, and pleading the right of the eleSor. dea*vour$ 
This ambafly had no cfFecl ; for thefe princes jointly re- 
plied, that his imperial majefty had no bufinefs with the af- 
feirs of Denmark Chriftian*s claim was undoubted, ^ 

. Frederic^ folemnly called to the 
cingdom. The enfperor received i^alatine 
of the carl of Oldenburg^ 

.V. «*y*.y'^rown ; with which intention 

he fent a faithful emiffary tm Low* Countries to found the 
inclinations of the govcrimte, to demand Succours to raife 
the fiegc of Copenhagen^ Jh\i the widow of Francis Sforza 
duke of Milan in marriage. But he met with a repulfc, the 
governance decla^’^ing in favour of the cleflor-palatinc. 

• The new king Cbrtftian was not ignorant of what was'tranf- 
a£iing at the empercf ’s court. Some letters of the gover- 
nance’s which^ intercepted, gave him a mofc diftin£t idea 
of the intrigues carrying on againft him, and of the ele^or’s 
firength. One of thefe letters was addrellcd to the garrifon 
of Copenhagen^ exhorting them to be of good courage, as 
the ele< 5 lor would fpecdily raife the fiegc with a numerous 
fleet and army. It was now the whole fcopc of Chriftian^s 
policies to ^ruftrate all thefe machinations. In the iirfl place 
he entered into a treaty with Menard de Hour^ who had long 
commanded the forces of the duke of Gueldres^ whereby that 
ofRcer undertook make a diveriion in Emsy by attacking 
the emperor’s troops in thefe quarters. Tlys general, whofe 
predominant pailion was the love of fighting, immediately 
entered upon action, and made hirofelf mafter of feveral 
places in mat country, in the name of Chriftian IIL 

*Des Sochcs, t. V* p. 7a. 
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throne by the ftates of 
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Yi/o began to afpire at< 
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Various WHILE Mifiard employing the forces of the empire 
eferations round Groningen^ an interefting fcenc pafled in Norwe^ 
on hotb Chriftian had lent deputies to the archbifhop Okxus^ to keep 

Jldts. him and the dates of Nc} ivay ,firm in their allianoe and 

union v^ith Denmark. Kvery thing appeared to fucceed ac- 
cording to his wi(h, when an ambafly arrived from the Ng^ 
therlandsj with magnificent prefents to the prelate from the 
governantc. The inftrudtions of the Flemijb ambafladors 
were to exhort the archbiftiop and dates, in the emperor’s 
name, to icmain firm in the duty they had fworn to Chrif- 
tian II. when that prince was in Norway. The ambafiadors 
promifed iiiiv in this they Ihould be powerfully fupported by 
a fleet, which the elector- palatine would command in perfon^ 
on their court, (laincd by their prefents and promifes, the 
treacherous prelate ordered the^ Damjh deputies to be feized 
and put in iions. He llrangled in prifon the prefiSent Vin- 
cent^ againft whom he bore an antient grudge. He difperfed 
troops in the dirt'cicnt quartm of the kingdom, to oblige the 
people to declare in favour of tbc^llctt'^r. He went ftill 
farther, and had himfelf crowned/^ing, in tht *.r.me of that 
prince. Muft’of the nobility wer^ftrongly attached to Chrif* 
iianlW, but the dread of u’^uipw^ the refentment* olf^^ihis 
powerful pi elate, kept them ii&nAand inaflive. Eric^^z 
imfiiern alone had the couiagc y let the remaining 
deputies ai libertjb with whom heWee fail for Denmark. 

Till*' I'udden change in theaffail’s of Norway, and the ra- 
pid progrefs the cledor- palatine was making to afeend the 
throne, obliged the regency of Lubeck fiift u think of peace* 
I'heir eyes were now opened, the expcnccs of the war be- 
came grievous, and their line ideal pl^ of empire vaniflied 
and mouldered in the teft of rigid enquiry. Th\ry folicited the 
clcdlor of SaxcK\\\ the landgrave of Hrjp, and the cities Bre- 
men^ Hamburgh Magdebtirgy and Brunfwick^ to interpofe their 
mediation between them and Chriftian HI. and to regulate the 
conditions of peace. 

Pc ice he- Deputies from all thefc powers met at Hamburgh and or- 
tioecn dained, that hoftilities rttould immediately ceafe between Den- 
Denmark Luheck^ and that their antient fricndftiip* rt^y^uld be 

W Lu- |.encwcd 5 that the ifland of Bornholm ihould be ceded in 
neck. furcty to the regency of Lubeck^ for thtMpace of fifty years, 
and until the kinc! paid them fifteen thoufand ducats, on ac- 
count of their obliging the earl of Oldenburg to evacuate Den- 
mark. Chriftian acceded the more readily to thefe conditions, 
that he faw a new enemy rife up againfi ^im, tbq kingdom 
drained of money, and tjhe people tired out with the long con- 
Ijnuancc of the vrar. One circumftance alone cmbuTtalS^ 

him; 
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him ; it was his having concluded this peace without confult- 
«ng Guftavus^ and even contrary to the treaty with him. In 
ette£t» Guftavus refentcd his condud, and|gave orders to his 
forcesb to evacuate Denmark. He likcwife demanded the mo% 
jiey he had lent Chriftian^ or rather the provinces of Ikyck and 
Bahus. • 

The Danijh monarch was not ignorant of what confe- 
qucnce it was to live on terms of amity with Guftavus. He 
immediately fent an ambafl'y to him to excufe his condufl^ by 
afluring him, that the time allowed for concluding the treaty 
was too Oiort to admit of confulting his inclinations s and 
that he feared if he did not embrace the occafion^ the city of 
Lubeck would join with the elector- palatine. Id fa£t, it was 
no lefs the intereft of Guftavus than of Chriftian^ that the two 
nations (hould continue in friendfliip. He therefore prudently 
admitted the ambaflador’s Spology, demanded a renewal of 
Che league between the two kingdoms, and countermanded 
the return of his troops. ' Still, however, he refufed to Hgn 
the peace with his perfeverance in this drove the 

regency tqJwtVdefpairy Aat they even confpired againft his 
life, allured ruffians, wro undercook to poifon, or blow him 
up gunpowder, place^Umder his feat at church. 

was in ^confequcncjrofVns peace, that George Munter^ 

Teeing no hopes of fuccolrj^rom the Low Counir 'm^ from Lu* 
beck^ or from theele£);or-FAlanne, and thatjiis fellow fubjedis 
were tired out with the determined to throw himfcif upon 
the king’s clemency, aw do all in his power to forward his 
caufe, and promote the tranquility and pepofe of the country ; 
^Malmoe^ of which he was governor, he furrendered before the 
operations of the befiegers had compelled him, and he fet out 
for Copenhagen 4to endeavour to perfuade the gaarifon^and inha- 
bitants to fubmit. By this means it was that thefe important 
places came into. the king’s hands, though, indeed, ztCopen^ 
hagen the garrifon was reduced to fuch ftraits, that dogs, cats, 
rats, and the moft loathfome animals, were thought delicious 
food. Children, after fucking all the milk in the mother’s 
breaft, drank their own blood, and perifoed in the arms of 
their pardhts. The people became fo feeble with hunger, that 
they dfopt down dead in the fireet, were often found dead in 
their beds, and ye^ dfd they ftill perfevere in their refufal Vo 
furrender, until George Munter came among them. 

After inexpreffiUe mi&ries Copenhagen 

furrendered; and duke JUteri^ and the .cSrl of Oidenbi^g, gtsi/kr^ 
were forced to throw themfelves at the king’s feet to obtain renders to 
pardon- ' While the earl was in .this .fopplicating pofture, the Chrif- 
£m with bavi»g:en^emdiifii^/z^^ without am ttan III. 
" fubjeCt 
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fubjedl of conTiplaint, without any declaration of war, to 
plunder and lay wafle like a robl^r. He accufed him cf 
having taken arms Oo fupport the unjuft quarrel of Lubcck^ and 
of bell u tiie occniion of dll the bloodfhed in Denmark i add-^ 


ing, that now was the time tef gratify his vengeance, but 
that, in coiilidcration of their affinity by blood, he pardoned 
him, 

Chriftian found himfelf in pofleifion of the 

eflahlipes capital, he laboured to execute a plan communicated to him 
the reform- hy Gu^iavm^ for reducing the temporal power of the bifhops 
§d religion, and clcigy, who were the great fticklcrs againft his eledfion. 

He faw hi^nfclf fupported by the fenate and nobility, who had 
A. D. placed fne down on his head j without fear therefore he at- 
,5*37/ tacked the clergy of higheft dignity and influence. With 
this view he aflembled a diet at Odenfee^ and took the fiift fteps 
towaids depofmg the bifliops, add favouring the refexmed re- 
ligion. An order was iflued for apprehending them all ; and 
Bilde^ bilhop of Arhus^ alone found means to cfcapc. A few 
of them became martyrs to their particularly the bi- 

lhop of RoJibildj who fuflFcrcd hijk.-.amily fi^bp„perfecuted» 
himfelf to be dcpiived of his dignj^ and fee, to be "Confined 
in prifon, and ewn in irons, in ^^h he died, withoi^Wmak- 
ing the Icaft recantation, or^ other bilbops, accom- 

modating himfelf to the king $ BLnl^ur. 

1'he diet paflvd a decree, ^h^by all the church-lands, 
towns, fortrefles, and villages, weL annexed to the crown, 
and the temporah power of the clcrg^for ever aboliihed. They 
even went fo far as to incur the difplcafurc of Luther himfelf, 
who wrote the king a letter from Germany^ exhorting him to 
ufe the clergy with more lenity ; and though he difapproved 
the dodrine, to pay the due refpeft xS thensbifters of the 
antient religion of the kingdom. He told him, that intirely 
abolifliing the icmfioral power of the church was robbing the 
crown ot one of the ilrongeft pillars cf its prerogative ; and, 
indeed, Chrifti&n did not enough attend to the confcquences 
of the exorbitant power now lodged in the hands of the nobi- 
lity. The eqiiipoi.^c of government was deftroyed with the 
power of the bimeps ; the four difterent orders of the people 
were all abforbed in the grandeur of the nobility, aim even 
the royal prerogative dwindled to a dependence on iheir wilL 
In this fuuttiion ftood the aftairs of Denmark^ when the 
king began ferioiifty to prepare for the reduction of Norway^ 
in confequence of a treaty concluded with the govername if 
Che Low Countries^ The archbifliop 0 /aus having notice of 
kia intention, and of the eevolutioD in thi church‘of;Z><e’* 
Mark, fent deputies to Tolkn bb majefty’s pardcm^^opOglJ 

* mifins: 
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fnifiiig to place the crown of Nsrwi^ upon his h€^if and get 
him acknowledged by the ftates of the kingdom. But inftead 
of receiving his deputationt Chrijlian ordered| his fleet to in- 
vadc No^wnyy which obliged the archbifhop to embark with 
all his jewels and eflVil^ts for HoVand. Immediately on his de- 
parture, the whole kingdom returned to the obedience of 
Chriftiav^ who was folcmnly crowned king. 

It could not be imagined, that a prince who had perfccuted 
the btfliops with fo much feverity, would leave the inferior 
clergy of the Romifli religion unmolefled. A confelfion of 
faith was drawn up, and prefented to them, with the alterna- 
tive either of iigning it or quitting the kingdom. Tiic latter 
was preferred by great numbers, who retired into Germany and 
the Netherlands : thus the reformed religion was completely 
cftabliflicd in Denmark^ the power of the nobility raifed to ex- 
cels, on the ruins of the cpifcopal grandeur ; the burghers 
and peafants reduced to a more fcrvilcftatc under their haughty 
lords, than they had ever known under the mofl dcfpotic ex- 
ertions of papiftical » and the royal prerogative ren- 
dered ancrA (hadow which vani&ed at the 

will of nobles. It is^ruc, that iiipportcd his 

crown-'.^h its antient luftrmbut the nobility were not yet 
becpfne fufRciently acquai^fe^itn their own power, which 
idCreafed daily, until their friie at lail efFedled a revolution^ 
that turned the fcale whollyAn fkvour of the orown, and ren- 
dered Denmark as abfoluie ^monarchy as any in Europe. 

For the fpacc of two^cars Denmark enjdyed a profound l>enmark 
peace at home and abroad ; an opportunity which Chriftian enjoys pro* 
aifiduoufly improved to the good of his people, eftablilh- found 
ing fuch regulations as he thought would beft promote their peaee* 
felicity. He wa«]ikev 9 ife endeavouring to confirm th» repofe 
by foreign alliances, and to terminate all his differences with 
neighbouring ftates, when, of a fudden, he faw his crown 
threatened with aftorm equally violent and unexpcAed. I'he 
ele^ior-palatinc, having levied forces in Lower Saxtmy^ march- 
ed in an hoftile manner into the dutchy of Holjiein^ deftroy- 
ing all before him with fire and fword \ but this expedition 
was but oP fhort duration ; the Hamburgers interpofed, and 
obliged *thc ele£for to return with more precipitation than be 
had marched with inso the country* 

Nor was this ail ; Gufietvus had this year prefented Chrif* 
tian with a long bill ot complaints, contacting a variety of 1539* 
articles, to each of which he demanded an explicit anfwer. 

Among other articles, he accufed Cbriftian of debauching h s 
foldiers and officer?^from their allegiance to him, and tncor- 
them with the troops of $ a bad requrt^l 

• ot 



44^’ ^bt Hiftcry of Denmark; 

Difputes fervices he had done to him; In particular he 

he^een ai^edged, that when the Swedijh fleet arrived in the SatMd^ 
Denmark AfelMor RaniTftw had encouraged the defcrtion of his failors* 
WSwe- and manned the Danijh fleet with thofe deferters ; that Chrtf 
den. iian had refufed to accommodate hts fleet with provifions^ 
agreeable to the treaty between «the two crowns s that the 
Danes had feized upon Meyer, burgomafter of Luheck, though 
in fad he was the prifoncr of the SweiUJh general, together 
with a variety of other articles of lefs confequence, and*which 
only /hewed Guftavus\ defire of coming to a rupture with 
Denmark* 

To ^nfwer thefe complaints Chrifltan fent ambalTadors to 
Calmar, where the Swedijh monarch at that time refided. 
^'hey apologized in the beft manner for their mafter’s condu£t^ 
but referred the final regulation to plenipotentiaries, which 
were to meet the following yAx on the frontiers. * 

While the king was buficd in preparing their inftruflions 
for the plenipotentiaries, the prefedt of Salthalm was murdered, 
together with (everal of his at the infligation of 

biihop Au^mund. On the firft ''■‘lice of tkis barrid a£l, the 
king illued orders to Chrijiepher ^ governoi-v^of Dron^ 

them, to pafs with two ft\^s ' to the ifland,«4t^t3ke a 
frefh oath of allegiance froiaftr habitants, feize upo\thc 
Nepetla- bifliop, and place in his room^ oteftant mmiller. Al^ut 
eiofj be* aplcttcr came ft hi niajefly from the landgrave 

gnveea ferioufly advifing him \ treat with the elccfor-pa- 

Chriflian latino concerning the dowry of Dorothea his wife, as the beft 
eindthe means of paving the way to an accommodation with theem- 
German peror. He oftered likewife his mediation on this occafioii ; 
fvwers, but Chrtjitan anfwered, that as he had ambail'adors in Glnnt, 
he would fquare his conduct by the aceSunts be (hould receive 
from them. A negotiation in the end was fet on foot ; but 
after much altercation, the breach feemed rather wider chan 
before ; and both the emperor and governante declared to the 
German princes, that they had made overtures the moft rea* 
fonable, which Chriftian rejedted, while the Danijh monarch 
on the other fide made finiilar complaints and proteftations. 

Nor were the differences between Denmark knd Sweden 
more eafily terminated. Their mutual tnterefts kept them 
united ; yet did they live in a ftate of perpetual enmity arid 
defiance. Gujiavus, unfatisfied with the acquifition of a king- 
dom difinemberjd, thought of nothing but re-uniting it j 
while Chriftian, on his .fide, could not altogether forget his 
claim to the crown of Sweden, Frequent congrefles were 
held i but they, all concluded in nothing mVe than fixing the 
fum due to Gnftmms by'the Danijb monarch, and fhe^^^y|^ 

/payment. " 
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payment* As the SweJiJh monarch thought hirnfelf hardly 
^ufeff in the reduAion of this fum far below his expe6iation» 
he made new claims, which fruftrated the clFefls of all for*- 
mer agreements, prolonged th^ negotiations, and atlaft occa* 
fiotied their breaking up without eftablifbing a coalition, or 
even tolerably reconciling she parties to each other. At Uft 
the two princes had an interview, which terminated happily in 
a peace for five years, during which time they were to decide 
all their difputes, except what regarded the ifland ot Gothland. 

It was believed that this affair required more time, as the cafe Denmark 
was intricate, and many documents to be examined on both Swe- 
fidcs, in fupportof their fcveral claims. It would indeed have den, 
been extremely impolitic ‘in the northern princes, at a time 
when the emperor was lying in wail for fuch an advantage, in 
order to feize upon the cr<mns of the three kingdoms, 
as it evidently appeared was nis defign. Chriftian II. had 
made it an article in the marriage- contrad with the emperor’s 
filler, that his crown fliould devolve upon Charles^ (hould he 
die without iffuc fupporting the eIc£lor-pala* 

tine was more thA a previous ftep to further decla- 

rations. j^he ambition of marks V. grew up v^iih his pow- 
er : he Ithcmcd univerfal msWchyv and Guftavus and Chrif- 
iiaft^hzd every thing to mr lifem his abilities. This it was 
tfiat kept them united, am) Jbl^cd them to look round for 
other alliances, the more fe jurcly to fortify thcmfclvcs againft 
ail attacks on the fide of ^rmany. Accordingly a treaty was 
(truck up with Francis I. ^ng of Prance^ whom they looked 
upon as the moft <jpnvenient ally, on account of his courage, he* 
his animofity to Charles, and the powerful diverfions which bis 
fituation enabled him (p make in their favour. In this treaty 
of alliance, Clhn/tian promifed to deny the paffage of thcl” 

Sound to all the enemies of Prance (A}'. A. D 

Notwithstanding Chrijiian found hirnfelf Itrengthened 154.2/ 
by tbefe alliances, he continued his negotiations for a peace * 
with the princefs-governante of the Netherlands, and the Ham-* 
burghers ufed their utmolt endeavours to conciliate them \ but nanteoftbe 
the prince fs demanding the free paffage of the ^onnd for the 
Hollanders* the conference was broke off, and all the (hips Countries 
^nd merchandize of the Hamburghers feized in the ports of declares 
%\it Netherlands, under pretence of that city’s being fubged to njtforon 
Holftein, and confequentty to Denmark, This adion was Denmark* 
therefore looked upon as juft reprUals for the ravages com« 

(A) Tlys trea^ of alliance between France and the northern 
crowns, was concluded in the year i$42. 
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mitted by general Mmard round Groningen^ Immediately 
after an edi£t was publilhed, whereby all the fubje£ls of^he 
Netherlands we(^ permitted to cruife upon the Danes* The 
fea was covered with privat^rs, who excrcifcd the utmoft 
cruelty on the prifoners they made. Chriftian repelled tbefc 
attacks^ by giving the fame licence to his iubjedls ^ and thus a 
fort of piratical war was carried on, without any open decla- 
ration of a rupture between the princefs-govcrnanie and his 
Danijh majefty. 

In the mean time an infurreflion appeared in the province 
Million of Smalandia^ which obliged Guftavus to have recourfe to 
^Sweden. Denmark: /or affiftance againll the rebels. Chrijtian readily 
font him a fum of money, and a body of infantry commanded 
by Eric Banner and Holger Rofcncrantz^ by means of whole 
valour Guftavus qualhed the rebellion more eafily than he cx- 
peded. It was difeovered, by intercepted letters, that the 
elcdlor-palatinc, the bilhop of Scara^ and the other exiles, had 
fomented this rebellion. Many ftrangers, charged with let- 
ters, were feized in Norway^ on to Sweden^ and all 

of them fent by the king’s ordec?^ Gu/taiftm^ Chriftian did 
more : he ordered his governors /b keepftria watcf/*at all the 
ports, and fent fquadrons to cri^^ along the coafts tb prevent 
being furprifed. Nor was all^i^are merely on accouftt.of 
Guftavus: many of the iniercc^da letters intimated deftgns 
on Denmark^ w^ich gave the n/l intimation of the league 
between the northern crowns anV^ the proteftant princes of 
Germany* 

As the war, which now happened bet'-*een the emperor 
War he* and the northern crowns, relates chiefly to Sweden^ we ihall 
tween the not here enter upon the particulars of Almoft all the at- 
emptror tempts of th 4 elector Palatine were made dd that fide : the 
emperor’s edicts were publilhed againft Guftavus in particular, 
northern Denmark had little (hare in thefe tranfadions, otherwife 
erovjns, Swedijb monarch, interefted alfo to 

preferve the ballance of power, and prevent the houfe of Auf- 
tria from growing too potent. Towards the clofe of the 
year 1543, Chriftian indeed publiflied a manifeflo^ declaring, 
that he had repeatedly fought to terminate bisdiflerenres with 
Chriftian’xthe emperor amicably, fc^t without being able to obtain 
manjfcfto* equitable terms : that he had been for fevcral years kept in a 
ftalc of irkfome fufpence, whether he was to expert peace or 
war, whether he' was to enjoy the friendlhip of the houfe of 
Auftria^ or to prepare for the defence of his crown andTcing- 
dotn againft their ambitious deftgns : that his intention in 
feizing on the Flemijh (hips in die Seund^ was to draw the court 


of Brujfth to an open declaration either of peace«or war ; but 
as ^is mea&re had not the deiired cffed« he would now exert 
• the means given him by Providence to fecure his people, and 
obtain his own jufi demands. Immediately after the publica* 
tion of this manifeftot he feat a fquadron of forty (hips to 
fca, on board which he embarked ten thonfand 1 anil- forces. 

This formidable armameAt was deftined againft the Av//;rr- 
landi ; but it was dlfperfcd in a ftorm, that fruitrated the 
whole projeft (A). 

After this we read of no preparations againft the Flmings^ A, D. 
nor any hoftilitics committed between them and Denmark. 1544. 
On the contrary, a general peace was reftored this year xoFt&nnwth 
Denmark by a treaty ftruck up with the court Brujfeh^ Ne- 
whereby the Flemings were permitted the paflage of the Sounds therlandr, 
and freely to navigate the Soon after, this another 

treaty of peace was figned at Rpires^ between the emperor, on 
the one hand, and Chriftian on the other, whereby each re- 
nounced all alliances contrary to the intcreft of the other. 

CHRISTUN^ fi*'ding himfelf nowin the quiet poffeffion 
of his crown, in ptace^'sjkh all foreign powers, in alliance 
with his RJijJir&ours, and mvcrcign of the hearp of his fub- 
jefls, al/ in confcqucnce courage, pcrfcvcrancc, 

an4.pru(fcncc, turned his to domeltic affairs. He 

began with difmenibrringj^i.*: aomtnions, in order to provide Chriflian 
for his brothers. With 'ttt .^srinccs John and Adolphus h^difunites 
(hared HJjiein^ leaving it 'o fome future dccafion to make liolftcin 
provifion for Fredericks ^was contrary to au aft, pafled on ^^d Slef- 
FredericFs acceflion, ever to feparate Slefwick or Holftein from wick/rc»» 
t^c crown. Thd’^any inconveniences, the wars, and blood- cro^r^^ 
(hed, confequent on the inveffiture of Slefwick by Olaus, had 
determined the. diet tcPthis aft. All the world ^as aftoniQied 
at this difmemberment.: the (lates exclaimed agaihft a mea- 
fure fo contrary to law, and fo pernicious in effeft ; but Chrif 
tMs fender regard for his brothers overballunccd every motive 
of policy. Heperfuaded himfelf, that he had fufHciently ad- 
hered to the above aft by explaining away its meaning, and 
fubftitucing a perpetual union of government between the 
dutebies uid the crown ; that they (hould be feparate in 
particuhr rights and privileges, but combined by the ffrongeft 
and mod indifibluble ties of amity, intereft, and frienilftiip. 

(A) The Damjh writers al- that force wjs intended to aiHH 
ledge, that this fleet caufed con- the French king, with whom he 
fiderable uneafinefs to Henry was at war ; but be could ob- 
VIII. ot^ England. Before it tain no other anfwer, than that 
failed, he fent«<a!b envoy to Chrifian had no quarrel with 
(ik i^T*T deflMnding, whether the king of England. 
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We (hall have occafion ro fpeak more particularly of tbi$ 
union, confirmed and explained in a treaty between Chriftipri 
IV. and FndericA duke of HolfteiH-Gottorp^ in the year 1623 : 
fufficient it is to obferve in this place, that though tk^e mea- 
furc was in itfelf inconfifient fl^ith found policy, yet was it 
attended with no bad confequence for a long time, as the 
union remained inviolate for the fpace of one hundred and fifty 
years. 

Chriftian Nothing material occurs in the hiftory of this country 
ir. re- before the year 1546, when Chriftian II. renounced, in the 
Mounces all mod folemn manner, all right and claim to the crowns of 
elaim to Denmark and Not way ^ excluding likewife his heirs and fuc- 
ihe etonvn celTors fr&iT. all prctcnfions to the fucceflion. He acknow- 
cj Icdgcd the clc^Stions of Frederick and Chriftian III. to be legal t 

D ceded all claim to the dutchies of Slejwicky Hol/tein^ and 
Siormar^ together with the privtlegc obtained from* the cm- 
‘ peror of rendering it unneceirary to receive the inveftiturc of 
Holftein at the hands of the archbifhop of Luhetk, Finally, 
he Iblemnly promifed never to adt fcyetly or openly to the 
prejudice of Chriftian^ or the duk^< never to go 

out of the forfrcls oiCalUnhur^^ fcjt w'ith the Icmg'.^confent; 
or hold converlation with any flr^ger, but in prefenq^ of the 
governor of the citadel. allowed the privilege of 

hunting and fiihing within the jiitifj^fon of Callenlurg^ and 2( 
handlbmc appointment was fetil^sdupon him, and certain other 
piivilcgcs, in confcqucnce of cheurcaty concluded with the 
emperor at Spit ei, 

£very thing fuccecdcd xa Chriftian % wifli; and he was 
now one of the happieft and moft prol'pcroiis princes in Eu^ 
?vpe^ without any thing of confequence to difiurb him either 
at home or abroad, unlcis wc except aif-’adt pg^fed in Sweden^ 
out of the great regard the people had for Gtiftavus. This 
Vas an adt wheirby the crown was made hereditary in favour 
not only of the lineal, but of the collateral del'cendants pf 
Cufun:ti 5 \ an zSi that wholly deftroyed the very being of the 
union of and for ever excluded Chriftian and the 

Umily of ddenhurg. The Danijh monarch, finding there 
was no remedy, determined hoviever to make fome public de- 
claration of his right. Accordingly he ordered money to be 
coined bearing three crowns, wdiich are tjie arms of Sweden^ 
theicby intimating his light to the throne of that kingdom. 
Guftuviis imnicdiar.ely complained of this affront; but he 
couid obtain no redrefs from a piince who could not forget his 
prctcnfions, and whole heart was elated with the fuccefs that 
hiu! ever attended all bis enierpri/.es. He therefore dhofe ra- 
ther to fiifle his refentment than enter upon a war, the 
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of which was at heft uncenain, and might be dtftrudive to 
himfelf and his pofterity* 

► This year duke Fndtruk^ eldeft fon of Chnfiian^ was A. D. 
crowned king of Dmmark and Norway^ theVucceifion being 1547* 
fettled by a decree of the diet isi his perfon. At the fame diet 
warm difputes arofe, whether their antient piivitcges of 
trading to Denmark ihouid*be continued to the Fanda/ cxiics. 

Many perfons were for excluding thefe cities, on account of 
the i^rt they took in the late war againft Denmark \ while 
others as ftrenuoufly infiiled, that this was puniihing them- 
felves, in order to revenged on their enemies, as the fub- 
je£l$ of Denmark muft grow poorer in proportion to the dimi* 
nation and decreafe of their commerce. At laft the*que{tion 
was carried in the affirmative, and thefe cities were confirmed 
in all the privileges they ever enjoyed. • 

The rqnaindcr of Chri/iia^*s reign affords no tranfadions Conclufion 
that can make any figure in hiftory. Denmark enjoyed the f>f Chrif- 
moft profound repofe, the happy fruits of that love of peace 
and juftice which conftituted the Ihining part of Chriftiatis^^^S.^^ 
character. It is was intrepid, valiant, and fond of 

glory ; yef liisTregard for trp good of bis fubje^s made him 
fupprefs /rvery dictate of aml^tion, and even refufc His death 

tion to ifis dominions, whku faid were extenfive enough 
fur any prince who would'^eign'coniicntioufly. An inftance 
of this happened, in refufing^ thooffier made b^ the magillrates 
of Revel of putting the city into his hands. As it is difficult 
therefore, to (late, in a j^int of view tolerably entertaining 
or ufeful, a feries of negmations, all tending to preferve peace 
and harmony in I 2 i^ kingdom, we ihall clofe the reign of this 
moft exemplary prince with obferving, that be was equally 
the father of ali Jiis fu^jeefs and of hib own (amil^ ; a glorious 
elogy acquired,^ after a reign of twenty-four years.' He died 
on the firft of January^ bewailed by his people 

as their common father, friend, and benefadior 

* ^’'id. au£l. ciut. ibid. 
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SECT. XV. 

t 

The Hijiery of Denmark c(^tinucdy during the Reigns 

of Frederick II. and Chrifliau IV. 

« 

FREDERICK 11. 

Frtfdf- TpRE DERICK If. the fon and fucceffor of Cbrif^ 
rick IL ^ tian III. was of a difpofition very fimilar to his father, 
whom he imit«ited alfo in his condufl. The firft years of 
both icigni pafled amidft the din of war. Both iouHu with 
great courage and military ability ; but, laying down their 
arms, they greatly exalted the ch^iacicr of the w'arrior by 
adding that of able ftatcfmen, cwho knew how to iq-ridcr their 
people powerful and happy. 

I/iT SooM after hi.s acceffion, Ftederick took up arm.s agiinft the 

quers the D 'lthmarfianSy who had grown infolent after the defeat of king 
bithmar- and refufed all obedience iQfffJc'ISuJ ^ of Denmark^ or 

fians. the dukes of [hljhin. But the cjpcf occalion"of war was 
the following. ]3uke redded for foVye years 

at the court of C/jjrhs V. W^/ic^i^day rallied at t»i5lc about 
the defeat one of his anceftors hac®ccciveJ dom a handful of 
peafants. The reproach tousi^ecl nini fo fcnfsbly, that he re- 
iblved, on his return, to make wLir on the Dithmarfiuns^ and 
to revenge at any price the indig^^y put on his predecetTors. 
Thisdefign he was juft ready to execute, when the late king, 
from his natural love of peace, put a ftopV) his operations.^ 
No fooner was Chriftian removed by death, than Jdolphus 
refumed his dpfigrv He communicated^ns p!a^ to count Da* 
nUl RantzmVj and beftowed commiflions on the principal 
officers he thought of employing. But his proceedings could 
not be kept fo fecret as not to be foon known at the court of 
C^penhagen^ where they gave umbrage. Immediately Idol^ 
phus propofcJ an interview with the young king at Kotio^p^ to 
confer on matters of the higheft importance ; and the king 
came to the placevappoinccd at the head of five hur^lred horfe, 
accompanied by his uncle prince ^ohn. Here AdGi^ms laid 
before them his whole projetSf ; and it was determined among 
the three princes, that each Ibould bear liis proportion of the 
expcncc, and fuantfti a cenain number of troops ; and that 
Che kine ftiould, befides, order a fleet to block the enemy up 
on the fide of the river Elbe. 

Having concerted the plan of operations, thev^feparated, 
in order to prepare for the execution •, and all things b t^mr lari t 



in readincfsf. ihc whole army was reviewed at Hahmveftidii 
arid marched Froiti thence diredly into the cnetny’s country; 
Ci%ini 7 Jus^ in his account of this war, takes notice of a decla- 
ration which the princes dr^ up arid pubOQied, three days 
before they entered Dlthmarfo^ It fet forth, that as the D/r/j- 
marfiani were not only obilinate in refufiiig obedience to ihcir 
lawful fovereigns, but wantonly cruet in punifhing their Tub- 
je£ls, the king and dukes, no longer able to tolerate fuch cx- 
cefl'es, had at length refolved to take arms, and reduce the 
rebclsTto their duty. With this view therefore they declared 
war, according to the military laws; and defired they would 
either prepare to defend thcmfelves, or fubmit to what (hould 
be demanded of them \ ^ • 

The herald pitched on to carry this declaration to the ene- 
my, for a long time refufed to take charge of the commiflion, 
as he knew the violence and furv of that people ; but he hap- 
pened to l;e a criminal, already condemned to death, who 
chofe running the hazard, rather than undergoing the puniflh- 
ment of the law, which they threatened to inflid, if he dif- 
obeyed. Fixing the declaration, with the royal and ducal 
feals, on a wh^re he entered the town of Hiida^ where 
the forty-e'ght magiftrates h;:ppened to be that day engaged 
in bufmel^ He prefented thi* declaration to one of them, 
llf^hofe face was known to h<^i. Xs Toon as it was perceived to 
bff a declaration ^of war, rage and madnefs feized the breads 
of the people : they infifted on the immcdiat*e death of the 
herald ; but the magiftrate.^ who had fome remains of the 
feelings of humanity, favew bis life by concealihg him, until 
the fi^ ebullitions pf pallion were fubfided. They returned a 
letter to the king, couched indeed in terms full of refpef);, 
but denying his fovereigpty. They affirmed, that they were 
fubje£t to the arohBifliop of Bremen for .upwards o? four hun- 
dred years : they expreUed their aftonifliment at the warlike 
preparations, and the declaration of war againft them, with- 
oiit having firfl; formally remonllrated, and demanded fatisfac- 
tion in a manner contrary to equity, and their right figned and 
iealed by a great number of bis majefty’s ancedors and prede- 
ceflbrs ; even in dired violation of the Golden Bull itfelf. 
They concluded their letter with blaming hi: majefty for not 
citing them before a tribunal of juftice, at which they ihould 
ever be ready to appoar $ and with a very pathetic prayer, 
that God would turn his majedy’s heart from the bloody refo- 
lution he had taken of exterminating them, thSir wives, chil- 
dren, and widows, to the more godlike virtilt of being a 

^ CaANTZ. Bell. Dith. t. ii. p. 14. 
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• peace-malccr; a virtue which gained his royal fire the noblefl 
of appellations, that of father of his country. ^ 

A. D* Notwithst^KDINCj thefe remonftrances, thearmycon- ^ 

*559* tinued its march, attacked the city AleUorp^ and carried it by 
afiault, after a vigorous rcfiftirice. Next the confederates 
proceeded to Helda, where a bloody and dec i five battle was 
fought. Duke Jfhlphus^ who waS wounded, returned three 
times to the charge: the laft difputc was particulaily (harp 
and obflinatc; but fortune at length declared againft thc.brayc 
D'uhmarftam^ who were broke and cut in pieces. Such how- 
ever of them as efcaped out of the field, rallied in the fens 
and marches; but could never again make head againft the 
conquerSre. They had therefore rccourfc to fuppHcations, 
and fent deputies to the Danijh camp, who obuiticd a truce ^ 
during which all the magiftrates of the cou. lry were to ic- 
pair to the head-quarters, to r^tceivc fuch comlitloos of peace 
as the king fliniild think fit to impofe. Thctc were, that the 
Dithmarfums fiiouk! do homai»c: to the ki.K;5 oi 'X juid 
dukes of llnlftein^ and henceforward acknowledge them their 
fovercipns; ihat they flioulJ reftore all theft:. ndauls and trophies 
taken iroio king7/;A/r, and his U other Fn/ nil duke of ILF 
Jldn ; that they reimburfcJ the king and duke in the expences 
of the war, which amounred tt^ik'Imiuired . houfand diitats ; that 
the princes fliould hav^* liberty to Ifnltl time fcits in part of 
the country they plcakd; tWat all* the foits lately ciccled by 
the Dithnivjuni^ be crazed ; with a nuir.bei cl' (jther condi- 
tions, hard m;lecd upon the va»\ 4 juiniL l, but moderate with 
refpedt to the conquerors. The. o’ terms were delivered in 
writing to the magiftrates, his m Ily t:.i^>kirig it unnccefiary 
to wait for their anlwcr, as the d.v for his corona- 

tion was approaching. The care ol iKli dnjg the peace he 
left to ydfft RantzjWj in whofe prudence and fidelity he was 
fenfible he might confide •*. 

It may be worth while to dwc’l a little upon the ceremo- 
nies of fervitude through which this br:uo v * v.\'yc ubligr d 
to pafs. Rnfjtzfi'iv gave them no !o!"rr three days to 

put in their anfwer to the condilioic v:( by the king ; 

and th^y returned within the time, pj- 'r, ;.ng r.;^ iniirc fub- 
mifiion, provided a tl'w particular .11 lit ' * w' le foftuncd, and 
rendered more tolerable to a tree ptoylc, wiio had never be- 
fore ftooped their necks to fubmuTion. complied 

with their reqi^’ft ; after which the deputies, in the name of 
their whole nation, ligned the peace, jmd acknowledged the 
king of Denm^'k and duke of Hdjhiny their heirs and fuc- 
ceflors, the true and lawful fovereigus^of DnbinGrJh\ the 

* Crantz. ibid. 
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princes, on their fide, promifing to govern them, with equity* 
and defend them as their fubjedts againft all their cnc- 
nifts. 

'I'he twentieth of '///w was the day appoSitol for perform- 
ing the \crcniony of On this oicahoi) the whole 

nation, without dillindtion of age, allcmhled in ihc iTiorning 
in the nci^hbooihood q\' I i/tJn, They luijuiidcred their can- 
non and fmalJ arms, which were cairicd lo AJiIdotp; they 
afked pardon for their rebellion in prelcncc ot the duke of 
UoljTcin and the Danijb loids, chaigtd with powers fiom his 
majedy ; and they took an oath of obtdience to the three 
princes. The order of that ceremony was as follow's: the 
prince?, Rantzaiv, and the cnunfellors of the king^/id dukes, 
were placed in the middle of the all’crnbly ; around them w'eie 
the brave Dii! ''‘iyf:ns on their knees, tlicir heads uncovered, 
and the whfdc lurioui'ded by^ circle of armed men, w'hich 
tiirew tliLiii into great confternation (A), Next they pre- 
fniicvl ^ required in fecurity of t‘ eir good bcha- 

vioiu , which they were cii.iiulled, and the DanlJ}) army 
evac.-ated the country. 1 hus the w.,.!ifcc IXthmcn fuim^ who 
for fo many agc‘« had intu in^liy •'a funded ihcir libc^nes againtl 
all the auacks v>: their neiybbouir, -Vwre ax !all ^fcluccd under 
the ohcdJtncc O! ’ dukces oisiioU^'tn *0 lels lliaii a month 

Pi; jr: auib dliidtirs .‘Iriv’Jtl at C'^penhay/n rrom tlic *S’rt(?- j;^ p 

3//// kiDi:, demajidi.ig a paflj^ort^br tneii rnalfcr through the j-oi.* 
Danijh lomi'v. r to /VW -.W, wheic he pri^^ofed to n^arry 
queen t.U Uiht'i : f in;, demand was granred ; but Frederick ^ftfiveen 

relufcd to he ar Uim* oi^;’ aints with rcipedf to his bearing //v 
the SwedtO) arms, «!’ ' other particulars, which, at the ^’Den- 

interview bMwcu *, / • Iff. and (hi/L'V:is. were put ofF mark and 

for the ipacc o* h 'v ^ 'I'liey did not infift upon their Sweden, 
demands, v\hic1f wi.c .^dy the prelude to more dpen* declara- 
tions, ftvould give Vn'Lriek a furpicionof the defigns 

cd The ni(»re effectually to deceive him, 

a pp|,;vr‘. ' v .1 ficned between liie two cro-aiis in the 
following , j Thj frrfh remonfiiancc^ made about 

Fred.ritk\ . divedfjh aioib gave room ior j’afpi- 

' \'iJ i , ,0. *» Des Rcchls, t. w p. 8;. 

{ i) O' c ot li-.Li pridls, look- Ranizanv^ who overheard Kim, 
in ?5 on th ground, faid, in Zr<!i- * you arc i© be iniUiiccs of the 

r-v-s .o hiCncighhour, “ 1 fee king's clemency, whomever 
we are to be made the fieri- ** breaks th^ parole he has 
‘‘ ficc of our own fiinpliclty and given ' i 
** Damjh perfidy.’* “ No,”fays 

* * ( ^) Crantx. /, ii. 
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cion that this matjr would be but of flioit duration. It feH 
out 1*0 ; for fcarce were the Sivedtjh ambafladors gone before 
an ambaffy arrived from RuJJia and Poland^ requiring his uia- 
jeily to enter infb a league with them againll Eric king of 
Sweden, 

ERICw2ls at this time proclaiming the peace between him 
and Denmark. On advice, however, of the ambaflics arrived 
at Copenhagen^ he di (patched a faithful envoy to the czar of 
Mujeovy^ oft’ering to form an alliance with him againft Po^ 
land ; but the projedt mifearried. He wanted to break the 
confederacy which he faw forming againft him ; and was 
greatly furprilcd to find that Frederick had declined giving any 
anfwcr tv» the propofitions made by the courts of Mfcow and 
CracoWy until he had firft founded his inrentions by one of hj^ 
council. Frederick had indeed fent CauftzUfefeid to Stockholm 
with this view, and likewife to remove any fuljpicions which 
Eric might entertain rcfpccliiig the ambaffies. ITtefeld con- 
duced himfclf like a true politician: he a/Iured Euc of his 
maker’s inviolable regard to the late treaty between them ; 
and inilnuated himfelf fo artfully into the confidence of the 
SvjcdiJh monarch, that all his doubts vanifhed, and he repofed 
fo much in FuderiePs promifes, that he demanded a fafe con* 
voy through his dominions for ,4mbaftadors he propofed fend- 
ing into 

'The intention of this am^fly Okeited the jealoufy of Fre^ 
dtrick, and he accordingly ordered the Swedijb minifters to be 
fcizcd, and all their papers examined ; which might be looked 
upon as the firft direct figiial of amidft all the friendly 
piofcllions of the two kings. Both Tides in' mediately prepared 
tor war, and the firft hoftilities commenced about the begin- 
ning of the year 1563. I'he provinces of Holland and 
Bleking^ but erpecially the ifle of Gothland^ FHdericEs preten- 
lions to the SivcdijJj crown, and the money lent by Gujlavus 
to Chrijltan 111 . were the real caufes of this war, though va- 
rious other pretexts were uTcd by both fidcs. A rivalfhip in 
commerce and power, and Tome advantages which Fuderick 
had gained in Finland^ during the late invafion of that pro- 
vince by the Alufcovitei^ all contributed in eftefting a rup- 
ture ■*' 

'Fhe city of Lubeck did not fail of embracing this occafion 
of revenging tbcmfclvcs on Sweden^ for ^thc many reftriftiona, 
laid on their trade. 'Fhey fent ambafladors to Copenhageny 
Concluded a treaty with the king, and joined his fleet with a 
fquadron. Soon after this the fleets of the two kingdoms met, 


' PUFFEND. l. V. p. 123 . ChVTR/EI CkrOD. p, 104, 
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anil entered upon a (harp engagement; in which the DantsTbe Da- 
• were woiftcd, and their admiral JncBb }lA)chnhi4ifm made nidi 
prifoncr^ The adniiral had the princci's ot 

board ; and w'ould have declined cngagin<:, had he nof bren 
in a manner compelled to by the Dam^ who foon received 
ehejidi reward ol his temerity (A). 

NoTWiTHSTAS-DixVrr the tirft designs were broached in 
i}\tSwediflj cabinet, and the advantage gained lately by /fr /Vs * 

fleet ; yet was he deterred from the war by the vail prepara- 
tions he faw in Denmark^ and the formidable alliance con- 
cluded between Frederic^ the c/ar, and king of not 

to mention the city of Lubeck^ and fcvcral of the baTife- towns. 

No fjoner had the prince of Htjft: and elector of Saxo>ty of- 
fered their mediation, than he difpatchcd Jnhn GylUtylurn 
and his f«:ietary Knulfm \o (Jopenha^cn^ to coniplain of the 
attack made on his fleet in time of full peace, to proicll againft 
this infradion of the late treaty, to offer an cxciiange of pri- 
foners, and endeavour to terminate all the diflercnces between 
the two nations in an amicable manner. }iut little fatisfadion 
was to be expefted from Predeuik^ who had nifw in pay art 
army of jfiirty-cight thoufatid^tnraniry, a tonfiderable body of 
horl’c, and a flrong fleet, bttfidc^ t(ic Lubfik fijuadron. 'the 
mnbafladors returned withc^it obtaining any redrtfs, or even 
any anlwer to their remonfiranrts ; and thcy»wcrc foon fol- 
lowed by a herald, whom Frednick had fent to declare war at 
Stockholm againft Eric, y would be difficult decide who 
was the aggrelibr. Erie's ambitious defipns firff excited Fre^ 
jcaloufy, an^ made him arrcfl his ambaffidors, con- 
trary to the faith of the fafe-coiidudt granted them. The 
Danijlo admiral ^xt aftacked the SuuedijfJ) fleer, »ad wa$ de- 
feated, before any declaration of war. Eric then dcfired toT^ric/Z^/f 
terminate their difputcs amicably; but ihc DaniJ!) monarch 
was now too deeply engaged to admit o 
that made by the fword. Such was the 
that continued for the fpaceof nine years. 

FREDERICK took the field, and encamped before Elf- A. D. 
hurg^ the garrilbn of which he endeavoured to gain over by *563. 

• 

(A) We have here copied the fame writer fays, that the laiid- 
J)'a»ip hillorians, though Puf- grave ofiered his mediation to 
fendorjf exprefly fays, that the eiUblifli peaeg between the 
fleet returned from Gertnary crowns of Denmark and Sweden^ 
without the princefs, the land- and was accepted in quality of 
grave declit^ng the marriage to mediator (t). 
a more feafonaUe occffion. The 

(i) Pufend, Hijt, v. p. 
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prefents and promifes ; but meeting with no fuccefs, he |fft 
troops to bcfic^t it, and entered with the main body intp ^ 
IVtJl Gothland^ where he committed terrible ravagics^; while 
his fleet was fubjecUng the pocJr inhabitants of Oeland to all 
the horrors of war. He did everything in his power to draw 
Eric on to a battle ; but that prince contented himfelf with 
encamping advanfageoufly, and harrafling the Danijh army 
with his detachments. As foon as the town of Elfsburg fur- 
icndcred, Ftidetick placed a good garrifon in it, and finifhed 
his ojH'rani'us ior the campaign, the feverity of the approach- 
ing Winder f'hligifig hun to put his troops in quarters. 

l uji wTni* r was employed in negotiations for a peace, fet 
on foot bv the prince of 7/^4’ and cicdlor of Sax^^fsy. A con- 
grefb v^'as appointed, at which amb.iiiadors from almoft all the 
German piinccs and northern powtis attended ; butrt came to 
nothin-r, ns no coinmiilioncrs on the part of Sweden appeared. 
TiV/t, in his turn, had no inclination to peace. His army was 
now cqyal if not liiperior to FtrdencFsy his fleet was formid- 
able, and he relolved to try the ifliie of another campaign. 
He foon had rcafon to repent thiS refoliition : his admiral was 
met, defeated, and above half his fleet deftroyed by jhe Danes 
Luheiins. 7i/ /V cndcava:.red to revenge this dilgrace by 
a dcfcciit w hich he made on where he took Dront^ 

hi'itn^ and the vit«dt 1 Stcd!/Lv\jLkholm. If'hc Swtdifl) wmiters 
fay it was only a dctacliment from Eric's army that entered 
Kotway\ and«;his is the more prol^blc from the facility w’ith 
which the viceroy drove them out, on receiving a fmall rein- 
forcement from Dciirnark. * ^ 

FREDERICK fent deputies to the hanfe-towms, requiring 
of them nov,to fupply Sivcden with miRtaiy ([tves; but he re- 
ceived no other anfvver than that, as he had begun a war 
without any appaient neceffity, the hanfe-cities were certainly 
at liberty to piofit by it. The king was irritated at this reply : 
be knew’ that Sweden^ deprived of this commerce, muft foon 
fink under the weight of a war that required fuch fleets and 
armies. He refolvcd therefore to compel Stralfund in parti- 
cular, from whence Esic drew the greater part of ill his ftores, 
to fubmit to his purpofes. With this view he cave brders for 
a fquadron to cruize, for the whole yey, within fight of that 
city. The project fuccceded, until Ertc^ having notice of 
this flation, ordered a fquaJrort of forty- eight Ihips of wrar to 
fall upon the Danes ^ ur.prcpared. The aclion was hot and 
bloody ; and (he Dan'Jh admiral behaved fo well, that, though 
greatly inferior in number and firengthof (hips/ he brought 
pfF his whole fqtiadron’with inconfidcrable lofs, 
running fight, and bearing the brunt, of the baii^W'itfi'‘bis 
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own fhip, until all the others were out of danger He took 
fMK'lter in Griffwald^ whither the Swedijh admiral would have 
purfued him ; but the duke of Pomerania^ ^ ho was pcrfcflly 
ncutrah prevented him, dlHyrmed the Danijh fliips, and kept 
pofleffion of them until the end of the war. 

For a little time x\\^€w£difh admiral feoured the fea with Thi 
impunity, and took (everal piizcs in fight oi Copenhagen y be- Swedes 
fore the DanijJ) grand fleet was ready to put to fea. At laft mafteri at 
the l^ubick admiral having joined it, both fet fail in queft of/^rt. • 
the enemy, whom they met between JVifmar and RoJJock, 
fjcrc an engagement begun, which continued with the utmoft Ahhody 
fury for three day?, b()th fides Teeming determined# to perilh 
or conquer. Incredible ads of valour arc related of the £«- 
hi\k and Dantfl) admirals by their hifiorians ; and Swedijh 
writers .jrc no lels liberal in ^heir praifes of their own country- 
men. On the one fide they afiert, that the Danijh admiral 
w’as taken on the third day of the battle, after having loft 
above five hundred men of the crew of his own 0 iip ; and on 
the other, it is not denied but he w'ithdrew from the engage- 
ment. Certain indeed it that the Swedes remained mafters 
at Tea for the remainder of the year, and ftiade a dcTccnt 
on thos ifiand Alona^ from whence they carried off great 
booty (A). ' ^ 

AVhile the fleets were thus employed on the ocean, the 
two kings at the hc.id of th%ir armies overflowed the land 
with blood, and waged a moft cruel w’ar. Towns wercfacked, 
burnt, and the iahabita^uts put to the fword f whole provinces 
were laid defoli^e, and every fentiment of humanity loft 
*amidft the horrid tumult of ambition and war. Eric invaded 
Behonen and BUking^ where he committed dreadful ravages ; 
and F/vJifr/^X^rctaliated by carrying all before him, like a 
whirlwind, in Smallandla. The Swedes laid fiege to Elfsburg^ 
and the Danes obliged them to raife it : upon which Eric 
vented his rage againft Wardehurgy and, after giving the firft 
aflault, retired to Wefi Gothland to wait the event of the 
fiege, which he left to be carried on by his generals ; a refo- 
lution that greatly hurt his reputation, and gave his fubje£is 
jroom to (all his courage in queftton. Duke Charles then con- 

( A ) Puffendorff^min relating owned the accounts arc lb va- 
tht tranfaetions of this year, rious and oppoiite, that it is 
takes notice of two Teu< fights, difficult, at^his di (lance of time, 
in ofie of which the Damjh ad- to aieertain the truth ; efpecially 
miral was defeated, and in the ea Puffendorffj as well as other 
other tiken. - AU other hillo- biflorians, has been very negli- 
rians mention only one engage- gent with refped to dates. 

45^01 >^and indeed it mull; be 
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dufied the Hege with fuch vigour, that, after an ohftinate djf- 
pute in breach fqr five hours, the town and citadel furrenr 
dcred; upon which the army marched oflF to join the king. 

On their retreat the Danes Kiid fiegc to the place, with 
intention to become matters of it before the fortifications 
were repaired. This drew on a battle between the two ar- 
mies, at which JFr/r commanded in perfon. He bad marched 
to (he relief of Wardeburg^ and Daniel Rantzaw^ having ad- 
vice of his approach, marched out of his lines to give him 
battle. His majetty confiding in nun)bers, quitted an advan- 
tageous port which he poilefled, charged the Danes in a nar- 
row pathj rvhere he could not extend his flanks, and was 
defeated with the lofs of feven thoufind men, together with 
all his artillery ; a vidory that cott the Danes exceedingly 
dear, and left them little to boaft, except the glory Q»f having 
kept the field. Befidcs a great number of private men and 
officers, no Icfs than fity noblemen of diftindlion were flain, 
and fcarce a great family in Denmark but mourned for the 
lofs of a foil, hufband, brother, or near relation. 

The war became (b bloody, that moft of the neighbour-* 
ing powers ottered their good offices to accommodate matters, 
and even the emperor wrofe Jjo the kings, exhorting them 
to put an end to their quarrel, wh’^h would foon bring ruin 
on both kingdorns, if purfued»with fuch animofity. All re- 
monttrances on tnis head were vain ; neither prince had yet 
fatiated their ambition or refentment. and it was determined 
by both to profecute the war for another campaign, w’hich 
might pottibly produce fompthing dedfivc. Yhey did fo ; bu^ 
the fuccefs was doubtful. Denmark was rudely handled by 
fea, and Sweden defeated by land ; but the lofs the former 
was owing to a furious tempett, and of the latter to an epi- 
demical diforder in the army, which had greatly weakened 
T^® fleets engaged on the coaft of Oeland\ but were 
feparated by a ftorm that drove the Da\itjh admiral, and fc- 
ven of the largeft ftiips on the rocks, with the lofs of ninp 
thoufand men (A) ; whcfeas the encpiy efcaped and got fafe 
into port, all except one fliip which foundered at fea. 

Notwithstanding the contagious diftempet’ that 
reigned in the Swedijk army, Eric laid fiege to Hebf^odt^ 
and ett^ed a breach in the wall ; upon* which the gsu*riibp 
deipanded ^ parlqr, and obtained a rufpenfion of arms fqr 

(A) From this and a number crowded them with men. Iq 
of other circumflances, we may one place wc,rcad of a«rtiip that 
conclude, that the f)am etfher mounted two hundred pieces of 
built t^ir iliips very large, or cannon. 
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days* to deliberate on the conditions of furrendcr. The 
^arrifon made ufe of this delay to acquaint t|e Danijh general 
of their fituation, who immediately marched to give battle 
to Ericy and obliged him to Aiit'c the fiege rather than hazard 
an engagement with fuperior forces. 

ERI&s credulity was alfo the oc^afion of another confidcr- 
ablc advantage io DenmarL Ot\t Ennon Brurock ai lived at 
his Qimp, and paflcd for a perfon of the firft diftindlion in 
Norway. He perfuaded the king that the Norwr^ianSy tired 
of the Danijh yoke, had determined to revolt, and lent him 
to treat with his majdly about the crown of that kingdom; 

Eric gave an attentive car to the Norwegian's foofhiog dif-^ 
courfe, and determined to fupport the people by a powerful 
diverfion in favour of their infurreefion. Accordingly he 
dered a lygc body of troops tcsfile oJF and march lor Norwayy 
through unfrequented paths, in order to avoid giving 
alarm, or falling in with the Danijh forces. This march was^^ ^ 
perhaps one of the moft arduous that had ever been attempted/ ^ 
through thick forefts and craggy ifeep mountains, without any 
other guide than the lights of the firmament. length how- 
ever the corps arrived in the country of Hedemarchy took 
the fortrefs of HananerJhuJ?,y qgnfinucd their routes and laid 
Jiege to Aggerhus ; but were forced to remain idle before the 
walls for want of artillery * When their cannon arrived they 
began to batter iti breach \ but It was rheiT too late ; the 
Dawjh forces were aflembled, and on their nvprch fo fccreily 
and expedicioufly, that fftcy attacked the befjegers quite un- 
p/epar«d, drove iikSin from their works, flew a great num- 
ber, and obliac'd the reft to fave thcmfclvcs in the foreft. 

In this mannej^endeds the expedition into Norwayy and the 
military operations of the year, which upon the ^olc feemed 
to terminate rather to the advantage of king Predcricky aa 
he experienced no other iofles chan thofe which his admiral 
fuflained in combating the elements. 

This year a difpute arofe between the king and the dukes 
of Holjliiny about the dutchy of Sfefwicky that eternal bone 
of contencjpn when difmembered from the crown. His ma- 7^?/ 
jefty infilled that the dukes were in all refpedls his vaflals ; 

^nd they on the contrary aflirmed, that was &*vcn 

them as a free and *hcrcditary dutchy. Many conferences * 
were held on the fubje£l ; but nothing decided before 
the year 1 580, when it was agreed that his majefty (bould, 

<1^nchin the fpace of a year and day, inveft Adolphmy the fur- 
viving brcllher, wi^ the dutchy of Slejwick as an hereditary 
^ef, and that he fhouM in return take an oath of alle- 
^aricc, do homage at a {rue 
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While Sweden w.is tom with domeftic faftions, a Damfli 
army, conmidiKl^ by Danul HcwtiMW^ eniticd the province 
of Smnlandia^ and laid all vaile with lire and fword. After 
laying the whole defoiate, he* « palled by ILiwedi'n iolVeJl^ 
GotNan /, where he reJuetJ fhe towvn of IP^nijhiia to aflics. 
Lindkppnig^ Sundi'rk:p*fig^ and rnafty r>rhcr cities luffered the 
i'ame fate befoie the Sivchjh army could be drawn together in 
one body. At length however Eru committed the charge of 
his army to Peter Brahe and lirgifijlbild B'lelkc^ with orders 
to oppole the larther progrefs of the enemy. They marched 
accordingly to N'trh)'^ and incamped in a poft covered on 
three lldCsL^by the river, and on the fouitli by marflies and 
woody ground. I'he ihcnglh ol this htuation lulled them 
into a latal fecuiity ; they were furpMied at day-break by the 
vigilant who attack|*d t.umwith incredible fury, 

and obtained a moft compicte vic.loiy, w'ith very little lot's 
on his own lide. 'I'hc Danes got prodigious Ixroty, a great 
number of prifoncrs, and all the cannon and llores of the 
enemy ; after which Rantzaw propol'cd returning to Den* 

. Mark : but king£r/V in perfon determined to oppole him with 
a conliderable army under hb command, marching with that 
Swedes Ebejh^ through wiiith the Danes weie to pais. By 

defeated, ^ forced march however Rilntzaiu got before him, defeated, 
A. D, Bielke a fccond time, who .lay ii? ambufli in Ftijhult^ to rc- 
1568. venge his defeat at Norh}\ took him prifoncr, together wdth 
SUen Banner^ jnothcr ufuccr of dillinction. Rantzaiv then 
marched along the coalls over the and at lail arrived ia 
Denmark^ loaded with fpoils and covered •lith glory. 

The civil wars breaking out again in Sweden^ prevcnle'd 
the return of the Dansjlj army ic* fpiing. Duke ye///;, 
and the kind’s other brothers, who were at *tnc head of the 
rebellion, dilpatched an envoy to Copenhagen,, to demand a 
truce for fj.x months, on terms fo advantageous to Frederick^ 
that he confented. So flrenuoufly had the malcontents 
exerted themfclvcs during this rerpite, that they depofed £r/V, 
placed his brother ^ohn on the throne, and fent ambafladors 
to Denmark to procure a prolongation of the trucg, or if pof- 
Pearewth^^^^^ to conclude a folid peace. Accordingly tcrpis were 
Sweden. Rofthild, as advantageous to Frederick as they were 

burthenfome and oppreffive 10 Sweden* « Among other articles 
it was fUpulatec^ that ydm iliould pay the Dauijh troops for 
the wlude time of the truce ; that he (hould reftore all the 
Dauijh Ihips made prize during the courfc of the war ; that 
be fliouid furrender Jemptland^ Oefcly Sonnebet^^ Leaiia, 
Hapjhl^ Lode, and Waiberg, and cede all claim to Norway, 
•the ilk of Gothland, Sebo.nea, Haliund, and BUk'r^jp Ifi fMh i 

^ likewhe 
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lilifswife agreed, that Frederick Ihoutd be fuffered to quarter 
jthc arms of Denmark ; and that yohn fljould pay to the city 
of Lube^k the old debt due from Gujlavus^ and indemnify 
the regency in their, Ioffes ir/the courfc of the war. 

It w'as not poffiblc tjjat a peace fo injurious to Swrdi*n 
could be of long duration. It was immediately pretended 
there, that the ambaffadors had exceeded their inftruflions ; 
for Uiat reafon they were ill received at their return, and the ^ 
whole nation determined rather to profecute the war, than 
ratify fo opprefliv'c a treaty, yffhn made frefh overtures, 
and Frederick refufed all new propofitions. Accordingly tile Tt-ae 
war was renewed, with more animofity than A'cr. IVur- ratewd. 
debevg was befieged by the DaneSy and ftoutly defended by A. D. 
the garrifon, but at length forced to furrendor, after the brave 
Kurti^aim had loft his life l^eforc it. The Swedes invaded 
Schonetiy and the Danes retaliated by carrying defoJation and 
alt the horrors of war into If eJi-Gsihlaud, However, as 
thefe expeditions produced nothing dccdive, and vvcie ct|ually 
ruinous to both nations, /Vr.'4r/of confented fo the negotia- 
tion propofed, and the means of cftablifliing p(#ace on a foUd 
and bljing found.ition. 

WtiJLE the treaty of peacfuwas in agitation, Livoniay al- 
• ways the theatre of war,* determined to throw off its allegi- 
ance to \\\ii Mufovitesy P^4xf*and'Szt;^r<5/f'j,^alI of whom had 
claims upon this province. The defign of the inhabitants was 
to put themfelves un^r the proteition of fhe duke of Hoi- 
Jiciriy who flinuld^takc the title of king of Livonia, 7 'hcy A. D. 

.had always expreffed great afleflion for the Germans j and 1570. 

now promifed rhcmfclvcs a golden age, under a fovereign Duke of 
of that counjjiy. The nfiiion was perfeflly agreeable to the HoKlein 
duke's ambi'.ion ; his nephew the king of Dentnark not only king 
confirmed him in thefe fentiments, but fent an ambaffador to I-ivo- 

thc czar to treat ferioufly of the aftair. The ambafly fuc- , 

ceeded, Magnus duke of Holjlein vifitcd the court of Mof 
cewy was received thci'c with all the honours due to majefty, 
acknowledged king of Livonhy on condition that he paid a 
certain tribute to the czar; and it was farther agreed, that 
it flKjfttd remain hereditary in the male line of his family, or 
in failure of iftue^ devolve on the duke of Holjl.m nx king 
of Denmark for the time being, and never revert to the czar, 
immediately the A^ujenviies and Danes jained to drive the 
Swedes out of the country ; and the former Immediately 
laid fiege to Revel, This it was that induced %/?« to haficn 
the peXe with Denmark, He faw himfclf preflfed on the one 
, fide by the czar, and on the othbr by Frederick, He fent 
inftruS\ions th:;rcfo^e to his ambaffadors immediately to fign 

^ . • a treaty 
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fiare^wtth * treaty With Denmark^ on the beft conditions they coijli 
Sweden* obt4in. The chirf articles agreed to by both Tides were, that 
'John (hould rcfign all pretenftons to Norway^ Schonen^ HaU 
tandi BUking^ Jempiland^ and iUrmdalUn ; that the” Danet 
Ihould reftore Elf burg on the one hand, and the Stvfdes eight 
i)iips which they had taken, on the other ; that his Swedifi 
iTiajcfly (hould pay to Frederick the Turn of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand crowns, to indemnify him in the expenccs of a 
flanding army kept during the truce concluded with him, 
while he was only duke ; and that (he affairs of Livonia^ and hrs 
JS^anijh majefty’s bearing the arms of Sweden^ (hould be de- 
ferred to 3 future occafion. Their majefties, to render this 
peace the more duiable, fubjedled the party who (hould in- 
fringe it, tp a penalty of a million of gold. 

A. D. FREDERICK did not content himfclf with having pro- 
P572. cured an andvantageous and folid peace to his fubjedls ; he 
laboured to infurc their happinefs by edabiifhing tlv? fuccef- 
fion. With this view he married the princefs Sophia^ daugh- 
ter of Ulric duke of Mecklenburg. The ceremony of his nup- 
tials was performed at Copenhagen ; befidcs which nothing 
confidcrable occured for this or the preceding year, except 
the death of Dorothea^ widotV of Chrijlian III. and th^ gicat 
difpute between the dqk^ of liolftein and town of Hamburgh 
which does not immediately falj in with this part of our hif- 
tory, though the Danijb monarch bore a conftdcrablc (hare 
jn that buTincfs. We cannot however avoid taking notice 
of a quarrel between the duke of Mecklenburg and city of 
Hamlurgj which obliged Frederick to cqthp a fleet, that, 
blocked up Rcjlock by Tea, while the duke’s forces befiegcd it 
by land ; and likewifc to feize ujjon all the merchantmen. 
But this affair^' was fopp terminated, and Livonia remained 
alone the only caufc why Frederick did not enjoy profound 
peace. 

A. D. FREDERICK kept a lieutenant in Livonia^ and the czar 
an army, who committed horrible cruelties. Differences 
arofe between the generals ; the king remonftrated, and the 
czar excufed himfelf, without redreiling the complaini;s. Matv 
ters were at laft carried pretty high ; but his Danljh mnjefty 
chofe rather to terminate the difpute by negotiations, than 
enter upon a war with this rude and potent nation, 

Faom this tim^ to the year 15S2, nothing memorable 
occurred, unl^fs wt reckon a folemn ambally from England^ 
with the order of the Garter Tent by queen Elizabeth to his 
A. D, Danijl) majefty, a tranfa£t:Qn worth recording. It w^as the 
1583. year following that reveralco.xmercial powers ht^gan to com- 
plain of the duties c^'glled in the Sound, l^he EetgliJP^^ 
3 Dutchf 
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Dtttcbi Luhicktrst and ill d»e hanfe-rowns, ^remortfi.‘‘ated 
againft this exaaion, as arbitrary and a difcouragement to 
tMde. The hanfe-towns carried their grievances before the . 

emperor ; and the king, to Ihew that he diJ not acknowledge 
the imperial authority, ordered the duties on all their (hips to „m>»eraal 
be doubled ; a punilhment wnich, however, was but of (hort 
duration. On their fubmiflion he revoked thofe laft inftruc- 
tions, and put the Luted traders on the fame footing as other 
nations. I’olicy led him to this condefeenfion ; for he had 
formed a defign of reducing R*^od } and the tear left the Lu* 
beders mightmterpofe, determined him upon keeping mea- 

fures with them. , 

This year the dutchy of Courlmi reverted to tjie crown 
of Denmark, by the death of Magnus, duke if Hsljkin, 
without iffue. It occafioned difputcs between the king of 
Poland and his Danijh majefty, which both confented to leave 
to the arbitration of George- P'ederid, duke of PruJJia. 'This 
politic prince turned the negotiation to his own advantage. 

He propofed, that the dutchy in difputc Ihould remain in his 
hands ; that his Danijh majefty would reft fatislied with the 
fum of thirty thoufand ’Joachims, paid to him as an equiva- 
lent} and that his Ptlijh majefty fhould aeqaiefee in the 
dutchic% being left in truft with the duke of Prujfia, He 
fuccccded in all, and in this naanner became poflvlled of a 
province which fairly belonged to the crown of Denmark t the 
only inftance perhaps where FfiHerhk um ovjr-reached in po- 
litics. This year it was that a treaty of marriage was fet on A. D. 
foot between the young king of Scotland, James V\. and a ijSB. 
princeftof Denmark, which was fruftrated for a long time by 
she intri^'ucs of queen Eliocabeth, as wc (hall (cc in its proper 
place. Several other ambaflies on various occafions arrived 
ait Cotenhagen,9fehklfaKW nothing more than that his Danijh 
majefty began to intereft himfelf more in the politics of Eu- 
rope, than his predeceffors had done. Frederick had indeed, Hs death 
for feveral years, preferved his kingdom in peace, rendered and eha- 
his commerce flourifhing, and his counfels refpeaable. In 
the year 1 558 he was attacked by a diftemper, which daily 
encreafed, and at laft carried him ofF in the fifty-fourth year 
of his agef and twenty-ninth of bis reign. 

FREDERICK was a prince, refpeaed at leaft as much as 
any of his prcdecclToo. To an undaunted courage, deep pc- 
n^tion, and great ftability of fentiment, he joined aroag- 
mficence that caft a luftreonallhis ^ons^ nor was he left 
remarkably diftinguifhed for the qualities of the heart. His 
great tendernefs and alfeaion for his fubjeSs gained their 
love, and his abilities fecured their efteem. He always «c- 

prefted 
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prefled the utmoft regard to juflice, and tven d!re£l^ 
his conduct by the ditlaccs of equity. He avoided war 
rneicsy to free his country from the confequent troubles; a^id 
bccaufe his the cabinet procured all the advantages 

he could expcdl from the fwortj. In a woid, his public and 
piivatc charadler equally merit admiration, and to be tranf- 
jniLted as an example to poflerity, i^ow much the conJudt of 
an individual can influence the counfels, not only of one na- 
tion but of ail the ncighbouriiii; powers, fccure the felicity 
* of kingdom*?, and beflow the bleflxngs of peace and cranl^uil- 

lity upon million'^, whofc well-being depends upon the wifdonl 
of their governors \ 

CHRISTIAN IV, 

Chriflian Immediatfly after the interment of F^cltric^ his fon 
\\ . eU.^ted ChrijVum \N , then but eleven fears or age, was p|;pclainicd 
king^ and king of Dfnmark 'JiwA, Norway^ and four regents appointed to 
0 regency hold the rems of authority during his minority. As theking- 
appo'inteJ. dom had for fcvcral years enjoyed profound peace, the regency 
was in no danger of being now difturbed with the nolle and 
tumults of war ; and it greatly cncroafed their fecurity, that 
the domcllic fat^lions In Sweden pi evented that nation from 
refufning the atVair of Liv^nui^ and other fubjetls which had 
long been the occafioii ditfci cnees between the two 
crowns. 

For fcveral years the chief care of the regency was to 
attend to the education of the young monaich, whofc pro- 
niifing qualities every day unfolded tl^mlclves to the great joy 
of his fubjeiSls, IViaftcrs were procured the diiferent ac- 
complifhmcnts of mind and body, from (JetmaHy, France^ 
His pro- England^ and the politdl courts in fra. /V. 0)rijlian more 
wifing qua- ihdix aiilwered expcSaiion ; he not only w^as aJJie to anfwer all 
iiths, the ambaifadors in their fevera! languages, but to write out 
in(lrui5lion'> with his own hand to his ininiflers, at an age when 
other princes receive praife for writing a common letter of 
compliment. He was perfedlly (killed in all the manly cxcr- 
cifes, and took great delight in exhibiting his adioitneis to 
the people. In a word, when he arrived at a prppcr age to 
take upon him the weight of government, he peife<f4ly un- 
derllood the true interell of his fubjedls, and on edit d all his 
views CO promote this end. Nor did Itc confine his politics 
wholly to the good of Denmark ; he extended them codif- 

* Vid. Chytrjei Chron. PaCim. Puffend Hill. I. i. p. 2. 
Des Roth. t. V. fub vil. Fred. Loc. Ilill.^fub hocifveg. cum 
multis ahis. 

anc 
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tant countrici, and laboured affiduowfly to eflablifli the peace 
of Eurepiy in order to flop the rapid proj^refs of the Tvrh^ 

Jrfthe year 1596 he married Anna-Catharin^ daughter to the 
cleSor of Brandenburgs which is the only occinrcncc in the 
jf>/7;?;/A •annuls thatmeiits nufcc, iinril lihout the year i('o8, 
when a coldnefs, under the exterior of efleem and iVieniJlhip, 
begun to diicuvcr itfclf Wtvvccn the n»orurchs of Demnutk 
and Siveden *, 

CHRISTIAN could not forget that his anceflors had for- 
merfy worn tlic crown of Sivcdfits and (^harl(S IV, beheld 
with ui.eafinefs i'o many fair provinces, which he looked upon 
as fiefs of his crown, in the hands of the king of A-mwiii. 

This mutual jcaloufy occafioned reciprocal complai^irt and up- 
braidings, w»hich at bft terminated in a war ; for which both 
parties were prepared with fpcciou'i pretexts, Charles had af- 
fumed the title of king of L(^dand^ which gave great offence 
to Frederhks who looked upon it as a dependence on Norway, 

In all his declarations againlt Sweden^ this was mentioned as 
a principal grievance, and ulcd as one of the Urongcft rcafons 
forihc war that enfued in the year 1611, and begun by the ^ 
ficge of Calmar, His Ddnljl^ mujefty fat down with a power- 161 
ful army before this city in the month of May^ attacked it ^ 

with gr#at vigour, and was received with equal courage. Bat- Chrillian 
^ tcrics of heavy cannon were cft:£led and played with fo much tnkettbe 
* fticccfs, that a breach was ett'ede^ on the twenty-feventh, upon Cal- 
wdiich the town was ftormed, taken, and^thc inhabitants, 
without dillinflion of age or fex, put to the fword. lip (ifgf to 

The city was no (^oncr taken than ChrijTian invefted the ^becitam. 
citadel, which hedJtficged for two months, during which time 
a variety of tranfadions pafled between the two nations. His 
Dun'ijh majefty had the command of the army to Lucas 
Crahbe^ and \j^s gone to Copenhagen but a fe^ days before 
' CknrleSs with an army of fixteen ihoufand men, encamped at 
a little diftance from Calmars cftVicd battle, fought and de- 
feated the Damjh general, and raiicd the ficge. His fucctfs 7 '/> Danes 
here was foon followed by the furpiifal of Cht ijUanjiadt \ djcuted. 
lofs of which town gave a reniiblc uncafincls to the Damjh 
monarch. 

CT^jlf^TIAN foon retrieved Ins loflcs by fevcral little ad- 
vantages by fea and land gained over the enemy, which fo cri- 
fpirited his army, that the liege of the citadel of Cahuar was 
refttmed, and the garri'bn forced to furrender. Jr was fup- ‘-T/v « W / 
pjrfeJ indeed, that the Sivrhjh governor was corrupted, as itQfurrtnJt'n, 
wanted neither men, ammuintion, noi provilion, when the ca- 
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pitulation was ftgned. Barkhahn^ and the ilk of Qekm^i 
yielded foon after to the Danijhzxm% \ and fo many other ad- 
King of vantages followe^ that Charles^ incenfed at the reiterated dif- 
bweden graces he had fulfained, fent a challenge to Chtifiian in terms 
the moft opprobrious he could ^evife, which the Damijh king 
Chriilian declined with an air of contempt^ that is fuppofed to have 
^^*‘^***cd the days of his Su/r/Zt/hmajefty, by encreafing a 
^ * malady, with which he had for fomc time been afflidled *. 
Guftavus aefceflion of the great Guftavui Adolphus to the 

AcloJphus throne of Swtdm^ fortune would feem to have forfaken Chrif 
€onies to tian, T'here appeared an immediate change in the face of 
the crozvn a^.Mis ; the Danes were chafed out of Oeland and Borkhdm^ 
gZ'Swedcii, and their army reduced to fuch flraits, that the foldiers dif^ 
and efeds banded chemfclves, and left their officers tooppofe the enemy. 
acbangein Happh^y for Chnjiian the Swedifn king was greatly cm- 
thejaceif barratl'ed with the Amfeovites^ which prevented his giving faia 
ajfairsn ^hole attention to the war witfi Denmafi, tie made ufeof 
this favourable opportunity, retrieved in Tome meafure the ho-^ 
nour of his arms, and, after feveral little advantages, was ena<* 
Peace bled to conclude a peace upon equal terms, through the me- 
naithSm* diation of the king of England^ about the year i6i3» By this 
deh, peace he rcilt^rcd the city of Ctdmary the ifle of Oeland^ and 
A. D. fortrefs of Rr/hy, but retainf^ El/Jhurg^ until his ^wedijh ma- 
1613. jelly (liould redeem it, by pay.ng a million of crowns ftipu- 
Jated in the treaty. 

During the .date war the duties of the Sound vvw greatly 
augmented, and the Dutch and hanfe-towns waited with im- 
patience for a |!leace, which they wd^c in hopes would re- 
duce them to the old ftandard. Finding hrnyever their expeco^ 
cations difappointed, th^ remonftrated carnellly to the cour# 
of Denmark ; and the Lubeckers^ in particular, carried their 
complaints before the emperor. Finding that h'*' imperial ma- 
jefty declined inteifcring, they ftruck up a league with the ' 
Hollanders^ in defence of the freedom of navigation, which 
produced a treaty of alliance between the courts of Copenba^ 
gen and Addebrid. Upon this remonflrances grew warmer, and 
every thing was tending to an open rupture, when Freiirick^ 
to avoid the confequences of a war with a republic now 
grown formidable, confented to leflen the duties, <RiC of the 
great friendfliip and rcfptSt which he bore to the ilates df Hol^ 
landt tbe treaty exprefled it. • 

A. D. Denmark enjoyed perfe^ tranquility, and 

ChriJlUn gave fueh attention and encouragement tj cradeir" 
that the commerce carried on by his fubje^U began to excite 
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STfip of Denmark.^ 41?^ 

tfce ^akuify fcf neighbouring pomn. Gufia^m entertained 
fea#s, that i^iperity and virahh would excite Chriftian to 
‘ frefli cntcrpYizes againft Switlen^ while he wA encumbered by 
a war With To prevej^ a rupture^ which could not fail 

of proving inconvenient at this time, he aiftduouily cultivated 
the friendlhip of the Da/tijl^ monarch, and even proceeded fo ' 
far in hb advances, as to demand an interview, which was 
granted, on (he fiontiers . 

A ? this meeting the two monarchs cxprelTed the utmoft cf- * 

teem for each other; and as a teftiinony of his regard, Gufla* 
vus paid the money ftipulared by the laft treaty, and Chrijiia\ 
reftored Etfsburg, « 

No ambitious fentiments, no jealoufy <!>r refentment againft A. 
any ncighbou'ring povrer, deftroyed the peace of Denmark for i 6 zi» 
aferiesof years. Under a wile monarch, who knew how to 
profit by the opportunity, ihe ttijoyed all the felicity that peace 
and good government covdd give. At length, however, the 
affairs of the empire began to mix with the coiinfels of his 
Dani/h majeftv, and irjon found himfclf plunged into an 
alliance that was produdtive of great mifery to his dominions, 

Ac the town of Sigeberg^ in the year 1621, a treaty of al- 
liance w^s concluded between tlifir Britannic^ Danijh^ and 0 enmark 
majeftics ; the electors P%fe/iwr Brimiti'nhurg\ enjoys 
dukes of Holftein^ Lunenburg^ BrunfwU^ Meckienhurgy and Joumitrm* 
Pomerama ; the ftates- general ani all the Protef- ^uility fw 

tanc princes in Lower Saxony* I'hc objeiSl of this league is a /cries of 
varioufly related ; ihou:^ ihc moft probable 0|linion is, that it^rarx. 
was intended to fuc;;pur the eIeAor*palatine, to furniOi him 
with twenty thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, to drive 
Spimla out of his donninions. It is added, that his Danijh 
majeftv was ch;^(gcd the league with fending aimagnificenc 
ambafly to Psennay to bcfccch the emperor to revoke the im- 
perialton, fulminated againft the elector palatine, and to rc- 
ftorc that prince to all hw honours and dignities, as the only 
means of rc*eftabli(hing the peace of the empre. To the 
fame purpufe he wrote a letter to Spinola^ cxpccling him to 
withdraw his forces out pf the PulatinoH* 

Nsar two rt^rs were cojifumcd in ncgotiaiions in favouf 
of this Bnhap[^ princey^enCAr^wAif perceivinx that no- 
thing was to be exp^ted from ambaffies, determined to ufe 
force, and ceftore the elector by dint of arms (A). He was k t) 

I • chofen 152^^ 

• PuFFEBD. I. j, p. a. 

(A) Tfih year it that the ihn^yeUry was peopled by the 
new city of FioJenck/adt upon fugitive Armenians from the AV- 
' Moo. Hist. Vol. XXXIL , H h tbe^Iunds, 



9"^ Hifiery of Dtnmark; 

chofen hea<} of the league, and captain •general If the fercfll 
Hehchrffn^i Z-ffwr S/jA'flwy, where troops were levied all poflibie 
bead c/ the expedition. Count Ttlly^ the imperial general, wrote to the 
ProieUanc pfjnccs and dates of the lowcr^circle, exhorting theta to re- 
bciznt. obedience to the emperor ; and his Danijb 


majedy ani'wered this ieUer, and othrr remoirftrances from the 
imperial court, by a writing ajdrefled to the emperor, declar- 
ing his reaiohs for taking arms. The banks of the IP'ifer be- 
came the theatic of war, and the rendezvous of four great 
armies. It would be unncccilary to relate the operations of 
t)}e campaign, as that has already been minutely done in the 
hidory of the empire. Sufficient it is, that the king received 
a wound in' the head by a tall from his horfe ; that he didin- 


guifhed his military abtlittes in his choice of ‘a camp, which 
^ p covered Neettburg^ then bcfiegcd by Tilly^ greatly didrefied 
thebeficgcis, and plentifully fupplied his own armyi and the 
garrifon, with all manner of provifions. 7/7/vwas forced to 
rj' opu a- the ficgc ; the king fent detachments to harrafs his rear ; 
tiens in but the couiit being joined by lyallcjhiny turned the fcalcs. 


Cennary. cut citF all the out*parttes of the army of the league, and 
particularly that commanded by the brave colonel Obirntrmd^ 
who was killed. 


A. D. 

i6a6. 


Chrillinn 
defeated /<; 

Tilly. * 


During the lad campaign no general engagement hap- 
pened between the two armies, and the winter was fpent in 
fruitlefs negotiations of peace. lurly in the fpring his ma- 
jedy atVemblcd bis army at RcUeti}*urg : it was numerous, and 
made a hne apptarance, but unhappily compofed of newraifed 
recruits, with which he was to oppoTc "'vo veteran armies, 
commanded by four of the bed and mod c\|ierienced officers 
in the world. It was therefore wifely determined not to ha- 
zard a battle, but to divide the enemy’s forctr, and carry the 
war into the heart of their country. A variety of manoeuvres 
were made by both ddes. Mamfdd was defeated by the impe- 
rial general IVallcjhhy and the king at length drawn into an 
engagement with count ? in whkh he was equally unfor- 
tunate. His infantry was cut in pieces, above halt his of- 
ficers were killed and wounded, two thoufind men taken 


prifoners in LutUr^ and the king forced to rti^^ke a retreat^ 


therlands^ at the invitation of granted tifie fame privileges at 
the duke of The kings Gluckfiadt in Dffr:rarb^ and Gsd* 

of Denmark and Siute^n^ feeing Jiadt in S^'j^'edint Lyth 
the happy confequencei of draw- places loon became , rich an4 
ing anumber of mduftriotts fo* fiouriihing, 
rcigners into their dominioiW, 



tte rinoft afiuous that is rccordcJ in hiiuiry, with his ca- 
fUry \ J \ 

Notwithstandinc; the great lofs he riji>aincd in this 
retreat* it afflicted him lefs ililin news he ueeivcJ of count 162^ * 
MamfeiJt^ death, whom he regarded as the right hand of the 
Proteiiant caufe. Fiom ftis time his affairs hegan to fjM inio 7 h'>»g 

diforder; nor could his diligeiKc^ and the i‘\eiiion of/* 

his great abilities, retrieve them. Driven out of all the plaas 
he poflefled m Latur Saxenyy he v^^as purfued into the cutchy 
of Holjh'in^ now becortit the theatre of war. TiHy w.t; no lefe 
fucccistiil here than he had been in Sa\o*‘y ; and hi.*^ conipii*f*s 
were more rapid, as he was now joined by Wnllrjic^i^ bcloro 
whom every thing yicMcd. The Dmu^ were driven fiorn all 
their poftS and iortrefles, and of the whole dutchy ihcic re- 
mained only in the king’s hatds the towns of liauhburg m\\ 

GluckJhJt ; 10 (he latrcr of which he was forced to fet fire, 
after having thrown all the cannon into the fca. Retidsbut^ 
met with the fame Fate ; and the Impcrialifts had now nothing 
tooppofe their paffage into ^Jutland* 

CHRISTIJN^ incenfed and afbam^d of fuch^anifold dif- y,*. 
graces, collcfted his Whole force with a rcfolution to difputc feate^a/f 
the fartMtr progrefsof thecnen^; but he was deferted byhis 
men, who were terrified with the very name of Tilly, In this 
Atuation the fenate began to ^prehend a revolution in the 
kingdom, from the general murmurings of tftc people. Af- 
fembling at Copenhagen^ they wrote to the emperor, exhorting 
him to put an end to.tite war, and ufing all the arguments \n 
their power to prev^ff on him to withdraw Tilly from Denmark, 
where he was making terrible ravages. They demanded, as 
the lead favour thej^could expe£t from his imperial majedy 
from the antieflt regard and friendfhip betweea ihe houfe of 
Aujiria and the dates of DenrAark, that he would grant a fuf- 
penfion of arms in Jktiand, in order to negotiate a general 
peace. Finally, they engaged to prevail on his Damfli nia- 
j^dy to accept of reafonablc terms, and requeded, that the 
emperor would fend commiffioners to any place he would 
plcafe to ippoiaC, to treat with the king’s plenipotentiaries 
about thpmea^ of edabljjC^g the public repofe, and termi- 
natiitg thofe dpTerences i^ch occafioncd the fpilling of fo 
mocli human blood. * 

in which matters then flood, no great fur- 
i wsuim^£ted from this advance made by the fenate. His 
majedy l&erefere made vigorous preparations for war, and re- 
newed thPdreaties qf alliance with England, Sweden, and the 

• 

* • Tkvah. Hift. 1 . viii, t. iv. Memoires de Dancm. p. 97. 
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llates'general of the United Provinces. Having ^«ceived con* 
fiderable reinforcements from his aiPics, he fitted Wut a flesst* 
put to fea, reducea the ifle of Femeren^ taking tKc impetiaf 
garrifon prifoners, part of whom were cruelly murderecUby the 
peafants of Stormar^ obliged Eckelenfort to furrender, and 
gained fome other advantages, wh^h were counterbalanced 
by an equal number of towns reduced by the enemy. Colonel 
Morgan^ and the Englijh garrifon in Stadt^ were taken prifo- 
ners by the ImperialilFs, who next laid ficge to Gludftadt^zuA 
Krempe^ the former having been repaired after the late hre. 
Ijfeie the garrifons defended thcmfcives with fuch unparalleled 
bravery, that the Imperlalifls were forced by the frequent fai- 
lles of the 6eficged to abandon their polls, and raife the ficge. 
Both armies were now divided into a variety of corps, and the 
king himfeif carried on the war in Petnerania^ where., after 
poflefling himfeif of the ifle o^ JJ/tdom^ and city o^lVclgaJt^ 
be railed works round the latter, in which he was attacked by 
the Imperialifts, and defeated, after a bloody engagement that 
lailed feven hours. In confcquencc IVolgaji and Ufedom fell 
into the enemy's hands \ the fiege of Gluckjladt w^as refumed 
by Papenheinf^ Stralfund blocked up by another body of the 
enemy’s troops, and the imperial ids were fu per ior , in every 
country where the war was carried on. 

Tired out with a tedious and confuming war, both Tides 
at length becaipe eager for' |kacc and the firll propoficions 
were made by the four Catholic eledors. They fent deputies 
to the imperial Vourt, requefting his piajefty to fend commif* 
fioners to Euheck^ to meet thole of Sis S>an\Jb majelty, and 
the eiedors of Saxony and Brandenburg, The emperor com*- 
plied ; but the terms he granted Teemed To exorbitant and un- 
reafonablc to the Danijh miniflcrs, th they, threatened to 
break ofF the negotiation, if conditions more equitable could not 
be obtained. 7 'his Ipirit in the Danijb envoys had thedefircd cf- 
fed \ frefli indrudtions were Tent to the imperial commiffioners, 
and apeace was concluded on thefe coiulitions ; chat his majedy 
fhouid never iiuerlerc in the affairs of Denmark^ otherwife 
than as fuperior of li ljUin ; that himfeif and fucceflbrs ihould 
renounce all claim on the archbilhoprics aiU bfihoprics of 
the empire ; that all cities, towns^S^iJ forts, Vken from hts 
Danijh majefty during the courle of the v\^r, tupiher with the 
cannpn,^. ihould be redored ; that the piiiv^is (faould be 
mutually releal'ed without ranlbm ; and finally, f;.'/ nis 
nijh majeffy (houhifeede to the houfes of Slefwkt aa&^aljlein- 
Gottorp. the ifle of Ftmeren^ ai>d thofe parts of the^,, (lands of 
JVarde and SaUe^ which fell to them by hereditary right, re- 

iervvni& 

A 
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KtmfelF the right of fuperior, as inherent in the 


A. D, 
1629. 


ferving to 

cfown o^^enmark*. ^ 

TM^E^conditions the king rcfufcd to ratify ; they were re- 
terne^or amendment ; and after receiving feme fli^t altera- 
tion, were figned on the feventh of May^ 1629. Peace was 
in this manner concluded; but the public tranquility was by 
no means reftored. Chriftian interceded with the emperor in 
behalf of the dukes of Mecklenburg^ he remonflrated firongly 
in tTicir favour, and publifhed a fpirited manifefto, juftify- 
ing the conduct of thefe princes with refpeft to the affairs of 
Lower Saxony i but he could obtain no conditions for them* 
unlefs heftipulatcd not to moleftthe duke of Holjlekiy againft 
whom he bore a mortal grudge, on account of his taking 
part with the rmperialifh in the late war. His refentment 
went (o far as to engage hinr^to commence hoftilities in Hoi- 
Jlein^ inftcad of withdrawing his army from that country, as 
the emperor had done. The flames of war were ready again 
to break out, when his majefly perceiving the difeontent that 
prevailed among his fubjedh, dropt the quarrel, and applied 
his attention to repairing the diforders occafioned by the war 
in his dominions. He began with re- eftabl thing the city 
Gluckfladtf which had greatly fuffered by the variety of for- 
tune fuflained in the courfe of fhe war, and was in a manner 
‘ depopulated by the length of t^e laft fiege. With this view 
he beflowed upon it a great number of important privileges, 
and impofed duties on all the (hips that pafled the Elbe^ to efta- 
blifli a fund for its a^gj^mdifemenr. 

'I HIS occafionei^a diflerence with the city of Hamburgh 
who apprehended a piciudiceto her commerce from thefe duties, 
however modi rate. Jne magiflrates fent ambafTadors to Den^ Difference 
marky complaining that their (hips were arrefted^at Giuckfladty 
for not paying a new duty, which could nor be impofed with- 
out the emperor’s conlcnt. Their remonlfranccs were an- ™**'**“*^8I'' 
fwered, both Tides grew warm, and hofltlities infenfibly com- 
menced. The cities of Lubeck and Bremen interpofed their 
mediation, but couUi not obtain an accommodation ; his 
majefty wasd^rmiiicd not to remit the duty ; and the city of 
Hamburg%2i^no Ids relate in the rcfufal to pay it. At 
)ength*war was forma^fv declared, and all the (hipping be- 
longing to in the ports of Denmark and AV- 

"burgers retaliated by taking fonie Danijh 
t refuled to make reftitution, and thus the re- 
peated ^deavours of the regency of Lubeck^ to accommodate 
mattersjl^rc baffled. 


A. D. 
1630. 


» THUA!«, Hul.I,vi5i. 
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I*v the mean time his Danijh majefty gave oiMera to hk 
firct, confining of thirty* lix Inips of war, to enttV the EW^ 
'File Humburgen oppofed the entrance of the Dantjh admiral. 
iviih twenty- two men of war, fix^fireftiips, and twenty (ft.siler 
vcfll'lr*, on board w»hirh wtre two thoufand land-forces. For 
forne chys the fleets unchoud in figfeikof each other, then they 
drew nearer, and began a furious cannonading. Chiijiian at 
\.i[\ lolned his fleet, and lefolving to pufli up to the city of 
Hamburgh he proceeded to crc£^ a fort on toe banks or -the 
river, with intention to facilitate his operations, and difliefs 
ilyrtity. 'I hi ^ produced an engagement, which terminated 
10 the kings atlvantage, the ei^emy being forced to retire 
higlu-r up the river. 

Soon after this Chrifllan was prevented from profecuting 
his refentment againfl: Jdj?nburg^on account of a jealoufy be- 
tween him and the court of Swfdtiri^ which ended iit a war. 
The Hamburg vt'ar was entirely diopt, from the time that the 
princes of Loivrr Saxony met in that city, to deliberate on the 
means of throwing oft* the imperial yoke, and taking part 
w’ith king Gujiavuiy whole rapid conquefts pointed him out 
as the fureft *pfote£lor« Chnjlian could not behold, without 
envy, the aggrandifement pf this prince 5 and was ^articu* 
larly jealous at feeing him raifkl to the honour of being fet at 
the head of the Proteftant league, over which be himfelf pre- 
fided in (he lad \yar. FlowevcV, an e^cterior of fricndflhp was 
preforved ; the two kings exprefled the utmoft efteem for 
each other, buf in terms of cold civility, that denoted but 
lifrlc fincericy in their profcfllong. il^ (parks of mutual 
jc.iloufy were artfully blown up by the courts of Fiema and 
whodciired nothing more cageily than a rupture be** 
t\A\x'n the nor#hc rn crowns. Denmark tjfey kn^w was capable 
of ni.ikini^a powerful divcrfion, and drawing ofF the attention 
of (t!,;UiVus irom the war in the empire. Pappenhitm was 
rmplovtd to kiu-lle the fiie of feditioii ; and he very artfully 
managed the temper of his Dan'ijb majefty. Finding that he 
could not long kvcp his ground in the diocefr of Br&nen^ be 
oflered to put it into CurijUans hands. The ftates of Den-^ 
vtark met to deliberate on thefe jFopofilions i\ill tfie nobility 
were for r« iccling Pappenhams <nR.'^, they faiy throtigh his 
meaning, atiJ fenc an ambalfy to Swm »ciiW the friend* 
fhip betw^cen the two crowns. •“ ‘ 

I.v this manner was the rupture between tfe*»>/t 76 rt * W C '» ir 
crowns poflponed, only to light up the fiibfequeric Var w ilh 
more fur, . The aftonilhing fuccefs of GuJ}avuskfhs\<\ueSk 
in GVrwwwry, induced Chr 'tflmi to offer bis fhediation to termi- 
nate the differences between bis imperial majefty and the king 
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. of ISwiden i bis propofal was embraced with [flralure by the 
c§urt of Vmmm^ who were at that very time appriW by 
Jiein^ th^flbe Swedifii camp was inacceHib^, the king's (oices ^ 

\^Jjjfaaidl^\cy his condud ad|Turable, and no probability of 
forcing him. However, mediation ciwied in ftb- 

thing. The court of pras not ycr fii^cicntly hu>n' 

bled, to grant fuph terms ai the great foul of Gu/iazius could tneJiahom 
receive. His Damft> majeiiy it was thought, (hewed a fut of toteihte 
bias>to the court of P'iertna^ that gave umbrage to the ^wedtjh *,r a: e to^ 
monarch ; but it was the death of the archbiftlop of Bremvn, Germany, 
that firft produced any tning like an open rupture between the 
two crowns. FredhUk^ Ibii to the kitigof Denmar^j and c 8 - 
adjutor of the late aichbiihop, intended to leizc itiis opportu- 
nity of gaining poifcifion of Stadf^ Vuikfltidf^ and other 
places held by the Swedes, It w'as not the bunnefs of Swe- 
den to embroil herfclf at that^ime with a ncighlxjuring power ; 
ftill, however, the regency held out a good countenance, and 
kept their ground until the defeat ol the elector r>f Saxony^ 
the duke of and the imperial army ruined the pro- 

jedt of driving the SiveJes out of Germany ^ and obliged Fiede- 
ric to drop his defign. • 

ANU 4 HFR* theme flill more difficult of execution was , 
formed by Chrijiiony which wa^^tfie more immediate occafion *^37- 
of a rupture with Zx^iedau He had conjointly with Spaimi\A 
the duke of Ihlfh 'tn^ planned alcheme for ruining the Duuh 
commerce, and at the fame time conquering Sweden ; a feheme 
fo vaft and romantic, that it is aftonifbing it fliould ever have formed hy 
entered the brain o^j^rince lo folid and judicious as Chrif- Chriftian. 
Uan. He was to begin with Sweden^ which, once (ub- 
dued, h would be no difficult matter to eleflroy the Dtetch 
traffic in the I^itiikF One Brokman^ a Germof^ who had re- 
filled Jong in Spain^ bad likewife given in a projcil for ruining 
the trade of the United Provinces to the Levant^ by opening 
an immediate intcrcourfc with Pcf/iay by means of the rivers 
falling into the Baitick^ and avoiding the circuit of the Sounds 
by cutting a canal through that neck ct );md belonging (o 
HoIJlem^ whiclL feparates the Bahid from the ocean. The 
duke of Mdjlm was full of the notion, and adtually fent an 
ambaiiy to K\m court rd Jmfta, The czar w'as applied to for 
Uberty to pall throuj|b^s country, and ten tons of gold of- 
fered him, JLmmfdiiceroent ; the canal was atlually fat 
laughed at the extravagance of the no- 
tion, aJS me chancellor Oxenjliern^ in S%veden, faid no more 
than tUlj^ie duke, who was a prudent prince, muii ceicainly 
have foKpec^'&gtb extremely enyfterious. 
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A.D, 

1644. 


Vbe of Denmsrk; 

CHRISTtANy under various pretences^ aflemUled an army 
in order to periom his part of the contra^. «e likew^T^ 
got a fleet read/to put to fea on the firft notice; hut took 
file utmoll caic not to excite f^fpicions in the neigh6t^&wg 
ffenvers. Spain embarked a great number of troops, who 
were to pais the Sounds and join thf Danes before Stockholm % 
but unhappily the whole feheme was fruflrated by the defeat 
of his Catholic majefly s fleet in the Britijh channel, by 
Tromp the Dutch admiral *• • 

In this manner things remained until the year 1641, 
when deputies from Vienna^ Madiid^ Sweden^ and Denmark^ 
rhet at Ofuahrug to eflablifh a general peace, which was all 
at once bfokc off, by the fudden irruption of the Swedijh 
forces into Denmark. General Torftenfon had pafled from 
T^ower Saxony 10 Holfteiny where he took Kiel^ Ransburg^ and 
the fortiefs 4>f RantxaWy thred places of great importance. 
Several other towns fliared the fame fate ; and he even obliged 
the dulce to join him, and deliver into his hands his young 
Ton, to be fent as an hoftage to the queen, his miilrefs. All 
the world was aflonifhed at this procedure, which fomc 
thought ra(k, and all believed highly unjufl, as the defigns 
of Chrifiian were not then univcrfally known, ^ 

The grand marcchal 0/ oppofed the Swedijh arms 

by rcmonflrances ; but finding them ine(le£)uai, he begun * 
to make levies, and to fecurd the frontier by forts, w^hich he 
threw up in a huiry. Thefe were but weak barriers againft 
Torjjenfon^ wher demolifhed the forts, entered Jutland^ levied 
heavy contiibutions, and made himldhP^paftcr of the whole 
country, except Gluckjladt and Krempe. In this manner were 
hoflilitics commiued, and a bloody war carried on, without 
cither fide tempting to vindicate thefr con(j;at^f by open dc* 
clarations. At lafl however the court of Sweden thought 
proper to publifb a manifcfto, and gave as a reafon for her 
condud, the clandefline treaty concluded fome years before 
between Spain^ Denmark^ and the houfe of Hol/iein \ the 
duties laid on their (hipping in the Sounds contrary to the 
antient treaties between the kingdoms ; with a variety of 
other rcafons, which princes never are at a loW foi^ to juflify 
any acf of violence, \ * 

Thf hiflorians allcdge thaqi^r fromicfFacrngf this 

manifefto rather increafed the public opiriuFi^N her Swedijh 
majefly^s injufiicc. cfpeciaily when her fophim^|&rb^ 
pared writh the folid and fair arguments of his D^mA^rnajefly. 
^ven the Swe 4 ijh biflorians give up this laft irrupr^^ un-> 

* Chytrai Chloa ibid. Puffskd. ubi fupra. 
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juftifiablr, wich we muft own appears to ui extraordinary, 
asothere ww not wanting reafons fufficient to vindicate it. ^ 

It was from the whole of ChriJiiaH*% condudt before and * 

^ftar ll¥- death of the gx^^tGuJiavus^ that he entertained 
prejudices againll the court of Sweden^ offered his mediation 
to terminate the differencm in Gmnawf^ but fliewed a par- 
tiality for the houfe of Aujiria^ made preparations to invade 
Sweden during the confufion confequent on the death of Add-- 
phus; and the firft years of the minority of Chrijiina j with a • 
great many other provocations, which, though at fome little 
diftance of rime, were demonfrrative proofs of his inclina- 
tions, and in our opinion a full jufrincation of the^proceecf- 
ing of Oxc>ili\ern and the SwidiJJj general TorJleJffin, It is 
certain, that Chnjiian beheld with a jealous eye the footing 
the Swedes got in Pomerania^ which proved of the utmofr 
fervice in extending their commerce ; and it was no lefs 
certain, that he offered his mediation with a view of obliging 
them to relinquifli all they pofl'eflcd in Germany^ for a ium 
of money. Upon the whole, inilead of reproaching with 
acrimony this proceeding of the Swedijh miniftry, as all 
former hifrorians have done, we cannot help deeming it a 
mafterijt frroke of juft reprifal, f^lanned with aftonifhing fe- 
crecy, and executed with adminabic rapidity. 

()n the other hand, we cannot but do jufticc to the vigi- 
lance, a£fivity, and addrefs o^bhrijilan^ inj:)utting a flop to 
the farther progrefs of the enemy. Already in poircffion of 
Jutland and Hot/icin^ count Horn was prcjtaring to invade 
Fienia and ZealandJ/^ni was prevented by the condition into 
which the king put all bis fortrcfles. The viceroy of Sweden 
had orders to march with fix thoufand men into IVeftrogoth ; 
but he was ^re^reiitcd frbm making this div^^rfion, which 
would probably have obliged Hem to evacuate Sehonen^ into 
which province he lately made an irruption. His majefty 
fent detachments to harraft the Swedijh army in Jutland^ 
equipped a fleet, which took fomc of the richeft Swedijh nrer- 
chantmen, complained by ambafladors fenc to the dates of 
the United Provinces, of the violence committed by Sweden^ 
and demSnd^fuccours, could obtain none. 

T<f com^te the uirffurc of his grk f, his natural fon 
count ValdMiai\fc^hom he entertained a very particular 
prt eflion , A^fflrocd in RuJ/ia^ whither he bad been refled in “ 
czar’s daughter. No reafon was given for 
this vjjfcent mcafurc, befidcs his refufal to conform to the 
rcligiol^ftablifhed in that country ; but however aiFeded 
Chri/lian might be with the ruin of his dominions, and im- 
• prifonment "of his fon, he was not difconccrtcd. On the 

• ^ contriry 
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Contrary, h€ fummoned up all his refolution oiithh occafion^ 
ami determined to combat ill fortune by perfcKrance, <^li« 

• gence, and coui4ge. In fpitc of his grey haiiV^e deter-^ 
mined to command in perfon an expedition he 
againO: Sw^den^ which he knc&f would oblige ihtt Swedes to 
evacuate his dominions for the dc^nce of their own. Setting 
fail he arrived before GotUnhurg^ with a view to hefiegc it by 
fea, while a body of forces he had ordered to meet him in- 
, veiled it by land, • 

Conwt hORN no fooner had intelligence of this expedition* 
Jloin re- than he marched with the utmoft diligence for the preuedtion 
lit'Vfs anti 6f Geitenhurg^ fruilrated the king's dcfic'.n of reducing the 
T^tfes the city, buf Ad not defeat the reft of hi.*, projedt, that of draw- 
ing a part of the army out of his dominions. The 

Gt«ii‘n- count's army would indeed have been ini’ufficicnt to fav< Got^ 
Unhurg^ bad not a fleet of thirfy Dutch (hips appeased off the 
harbour to afliff him. This fquadron the Swedes obtained 
from piivatc perfons in Holland^ the Itaics refufing to declare 
againfl Denmark^ though it is probable they connived at thefe 
fuccours. CbrijUan was by this nicans baffled in his attempt 
on Goitenhur^i but he had the good fortune to fruftrate the 
enemy’s defigns on Fiotiia. Leaving the greater pajt of his 
licet bcfoic GoUcnbwg^ he*fc^ fall for Copenhagen^ in order to 
folicit affflance irom the emperor* with which he doubted • 
not he fhould be able to Aive the enemy out of Jutland^ 
Immediately he tent an envoy to Vienna^ and engaged to come 
to no agrecmcivt with Sweden^ provided his imperial majeffy 
would (end him the promifed fuccourHi^He added, that he 
could not avoid entertaining fome fufpkions of his imperial 
majeffy 's fincerity* as thefe fuccours had been fo long witheld. 
The ambalTy had all the effedl defired,^tbc ejpijcror ordered 
the count Galas to haffen his march* and took cffcdual mea- 
fures for afljffing Dentmrk. 

France court of France fent the ficur de la 

s Icr . Thuillerie to Copenhagen^ with inftruclions to reconcile the 
^diatien, two northern crowns, if pollible. The ffatcs-gencral like- 
wife offered their mediation. Both ambaiTadprs had an au- 
dience \ but the king deferred giving an aiirv^, uftcil he had 
fil'd engaged the Swedrjh fleet. %i^oIas Flem^g^ tbic ene- 
my’s admiral* was failed for Chri^ianpf^s to coilplt with 

on their future operations. Tni^r^-U^^ingfoUovircd 
Jiim with a (quadron of forty-four (hips of 
fight at the time when Fleming was bufy in lundin^nL troops. 
It was certainly an omiffion that he did not attack lUja in this 
lituation* while the fleet was in confufion a but Chilian 
folvcd to take no advantage* fufiexed him quietly to reiaibark. 
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the Forces, did not give the fign^l to engagd befo Jp4r 
mhig had forced the Hne« and flood out to fea in order of 
batue. Hiis tnajefty in the Trinity boie a^ong fide the 
nitfr ^ ^ - and begun t|ie fight, by a continual lire* 

The other divifions followed, ai)d a general engagement 
commenced. Nothing co\dd equal the king\s ragcinel's and 
prcfence of mind ; he gave orders with coolnefs in the midfl 
ot danger, and expofed his peifon, without regard to the 
confcqucncc of his life. A mufket bullet wounded him in 
the right eye, and the ball of a cannon drew blood from his 
left car, yet did he remain unconcerned upon deck; and could 
not be prevailed on to draw out of the lir)c until jiis fhip' 
was difahlcd by the lofs of her topmaft and bowfpifit. This ^^’*1 
accident and his wound gradually cooled the impetuofit}' of his 
odicers, and furnifhed the Swedi/h admiral with an opportu- 
nicy of retiring under cover df the night to Chri/iianpreji^ 
after an engagement that lafted for four hours. - ^ 

CHRISTIAN repaired his (hips in the heft nianncr pofS- 
ble, ftood next day before the harbour, and endeavoured to 
’draw the Swedijh admiral tet a fccond engagement ; 5ut per* 
cciving he was determined to keep clofe, ho%landcd four 
hundred^en, who took pofleftton of an eminence that com* 
nianded the harbour, erected 4>'^*tteric^, and from thence 
•played furioudy on the enemy’s fliipping. FUming waa 
Wounded in the knee by a catmon ball, and died two days 
after, which was the principal lo($ the Sxvtdsi fuftained, as 
they had not above three hundred men kilfcd in the pre- 
peding aflion, hot a::|3lt'was. Cujiuvus U'nwgA iucceeded to 
bis command, and gaining fome advantage over the Dann 
on fh^’.re, he was encoursiged by the ai Jour which this re- 
newed in the (^anicrf, to offer battle to the king’^ fleet. This 
however the Danijh admiral declined, as his tT.Ajefty was re- 
turned to Copenhagen^ and had carried witlt him a confider- 
able part of the fquadron. It was this riicumftance that 
made both nations claim the vidlory, and fo incenfed Cbrif* 
tiattf that he ordered admiral Gijed to be tried by a court? 
martial, condemned, and beheaded. 

H:s migcil^wns no fooncr arrived at Copenhagen^ than 
he mafc frefi rcmonft^a^ces to the court of Vienna, The 
emperor hadKivem ird|f^ to general Galai to begin hi$ 
mar ch, f ecqJEN^^g^o affift Denmari^ yet fome obftru^lfcnif 
At iaft however the imperial forces 
arrived^ \he frontiers of Holflein and Siefimek ; but befoie 
they enl^d upon their operations, all parties began to lifteti 
|o the proporuiont of the French ambaflador, and the preli** 
•minUriis pt ttie peace of Mhfjhr Were negottaciifg. With 
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reijKft to the particular quarrel between theywo northern 
crowns, the fici« Thuiilerie managed the negotmtion wilt, fo , 
much addrefe, tn^c both confented to fend comiV^&rics to 
Bofendtroo^ to terminate their fliffcrcnces. Both fideMirr. - 
ever raifed their pretenfions high, and he in vain folicited a 
fufpenfion of arms, during the of the congrefs. Happy 

would it have been for Denmark had he fucceeded ; for foon 
after the two fleets met off the ifland Femeren^ and engaged 
with the utmolt acrimony. After a bloody and obftinate ac- 
tion, lYtti Danijh admiral, vice admiral, and twelve (hips of 
war were taken, funk, and deffioyed, and four thoufand men 
killed. .i^In the chare feveial more were run afliore or taken, 
and of the whole Danijh fleet, only two fliips got fafe into 
port. 'The vi£lory was not gained without lols on the fide 
of the Swedes ; it however railed tticir courage, andfurnifhed 
ThiilUrie with frtOi arguments to urge the king "to peace. 
It was remarkable however that all Chrijlian\ propofals and 
replies tended rather to eftabli(h the general peace of Europe^ 
as a mediator, than to terminate his own particular differ- 
ences vrith Sweden. In the courfe of the war he had con- 
tra£tcd an ineconcileable enmity to that kingdom, which was 
increased by his Ioffes, th^it Icrved only to four hi temper 
and whet his courage. Cbrijlian was at this time theoldcft 
monarch in Ew'^pe^ yet h\% councils were governed by that' 
impetuous ardo/ which ufualiy accompanies youth, it re- 

J fuired all the maftcrly eloquence and ingenious addrefs of the 
tcur ThuilUrieJ^ to prevail on him to adt according to the dic- 
tates of prudence and ncceflfity, lathcr^ii^n inclination, which 
would only have made him prolong the war, to the extinc- 
tion of both monarchies. At lafi hoi^ever he gave way to 
the remonfirinces of the French minifler, Hc/aw his own do- 
minions the theatre of war, and the horrid (cene of bloodfiied, 
rapine, and diforder ; he faw the tardrnefs of the imperial 
court, and that little firefs was to be laid on their promifes ; 
he faw all the commercial part of Europe ready to combine 
againfi him, if he kept up the high cufloms of the Saundt 
and yet this was one great means of being' gble to carry on 
the war. Thcfc cunfiderations length ovc'^caiflc his re- 
fentmenr, and he gave orders to hr. ^minifiersViat Br^fembrou 
to put the lafl hand to the treaty of rwjcein Agitation. 

By this treaty Swedete refiored all theeffiR*, j^nS|^cafiles, 
fortreffes, and lands, conquered during the ' 

Sebonetty Mallandy BUkingy Horkhclmy Holjleiriy Stcrmc DitS^ 
fnarjhy Fioniay and other parts of the Danijh 0. minions. 
Chrijiiany on his fide, reftored to the que^n the provinces of 
yemptland and HamdaUn j the iljc of Gothland, with the cj« 
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and citadel of which had for fo many ages ))eeo a bone 

of contention between the two kingdoms ; the iflandst and 
dependem branches of the Baltick^ of Oefil and Arnjbur? ; to« 
)g£Xb^r4i^th fonie other places of lefs confideration. It was 
farther fiipulated, that Sweden (hould poflefs the province of 
HaUand^ with all its citie« > caftles, and lands^ for the fpace 
of thirty years, as a full fecurity of the right of navigation 
and commerce in the Sound and Gr^at and of the com- 
plete ^performance of the prefent treaty. 

Such were the hard terms to which the nccedicy of the 
times obliged Chrljiian to accede. Juft before the treaty was 
iigned, a Dutch fquadron of forty -eight fail bad appeared in 
the Soundy with intention to join the StuaUs ; and^his it was 
that obliged his majefty to confent to the laft article of the 


treaty. 

THUILLERIE was not edhtented with eftablifbing peace A. D. 
between the northern crowns : be formed an alliance tetween 1^47* 
the courts of f^crfaHIes and Copenhagen^ by which the latter 
was prohibited from affording aififtance, diredtiy or indireAIy^ 

•to the emperor. He next endeavoured to prevail on Chrijitna^ 
queen of Sweden^ to rclinquiAi her claim to Bretueny and re<* 
ftore Fredericky the king of Dcmnark*% brother, to that arch- 
bifhopric ; but her majefty was 091 in a humour to make any 
x^onceffions to a prince who, ftie knew, bore a mortal averfion 
to Sweden. In the midft of this ''negotiation, and before the 
public tranquillity was eftablilhcd upon a folid* bafts, Chrijiian 
was taken ill of a diftemper, which alarmed ^’the court, ac- 
quired great ftrength^A a few days, and carried him off on A. 
the twenty-eighth of February y 1648, at the age of feventy- 1648* 
one, and in the ftxtieth year of hb reign (A). Chriaian’i 

CHRISTIAN wa^^poiTelTed of admirable qualities of mind death and 
and body; but bad a vindidive obflinacy of temper, which 
made him purfue his animoftties beyond the dictates of 
prudence. To his laft day he retained all the ftre and vehe- 
mence of youth, commanded bis fleets and armies in pcHbn, 
after he bad wore the crown near fixty years ; threw himfelf iii 
the midft of da^ers, at an age when the faculties of the mind 

(A) *Mofi JTodern during the rcfidencc of the 

and in Fuffendm%unA, French ambsfiador in Donmarky 

the author oipidbi^iMt ^cate and juft at the time he 'was 
~iMSm&ry\ prince’s tranfafling the afftiir of Bre* 

death inASkyear 1649, which men {i). 

certai^ a mifiake, as he died 

(i) Mtm, deChaniUet 104. Fttforio Sirf\ tm, v. port. Fn- 

I^m, it Vote dtMurJItr, tern, i. p. 2ftS. ItnRwcii*, nr*, v. /. 455. 


and ‘ 
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iiM hbif ire uAially enmated ; was to the I aft jealou.^ an^ 
tenacious of thCf^Jigntty of his crown, and the happinefi of 
bis people ; though too ftridt a regard for the formoi;j>roved 
all his life the demuflion of thj latter* On the whd!e>Ttt?w- 
ever, he was a monarch of an able head, ftrong arm, exten« 
live capacity^ and great magnafii'mity ; qualities unhappily 
tindured with violent pailionsi which frequently obfeured 
every fay of underftanding, and locked up the exertion of 
that folid rcafon with which nature had endowed him * (BJ. 

,, ■ Vid. PuFKBNO. Hift. paflin- Chytr;i:i Chron. p. io6, ft 
feq. lib.<:itat. in not. 

(B) We tnuft not clofe this divorced his queen to gratify aft 
prince’s character without ob- ambitious milfrels ; at leafl the 
Serving, that be Was greatly ad- aifair was debated in the fe* 
dided to vencry^ and aduaiiy nate. 
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CMteininig; thi Affairs of Denmark to the 'Acecffion ef 
Ch’r^iaa V. 

F R E d"E R I C K Iir. 

TOURING ‘'the late reign the nobility had greatly ex- 
^ tended their privileges, and were^dw for raifing Valde-- 
mtnr to the throne, in prejudice to his brother Fnekrickf tbs 
only legitimate child of the late king Cbrijiian. Almoft all 
the king’s daughters by his concubines w^re majFried to DaniJI} 
noblemen, who, from this alliance, found means to break 
through the boundaiics of the conftitution, to e.xalt them« 
feivcs on the ruin of the commons, and gratify their own luft 
of power at the expence of the royal prerogative. Their iti- 
ttntioa in beftowing the crOwn on faldemr^ was no other 
than becaufe they expeded to make their own terms with 
him ; and, indeed, before they acknowledged they 

ledttCid his prerogative within (uch^narrow lic^its, And the 
rights of the people into rofmall a consaafs, tha^t the one en« 
je^ no more than the thadow of fover^l^ic/l^^^rid the ocher 
omy the mere fkeleton of departed liberty. 
alone enjoyed all pofts bf honour and profit t wh^'! t^ coin<- 
mons were excluded even from military prefermeiitlinixive the 
rank of captain. Thofe haughty loi^s now refufea to pay 
the ufual conuibutions Umitm the fupport of govemmenUF 

wir 
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ath] threw the whok weight of taxes on the (houlden of thdr 
vaiQpils and inferiors. I 

^ The late wars in Germany had deflroyed the forces of 
that with Sweden marine of the kingdom ( 

Norway fecmcd difpofed to alTutne a republican form of go** 
vcrnment; the treal'uiy waipacxhaufted, private fortunes ruin- 
ed ; the nobility intoleiU ; the people humble^ but difeon* 
tented; all grafped at fomething, and introduced the iitmoit 
conri/Tion. 

Such was the ftatc of Denmark when Frederick afeended Siatcofthi 
the throne. He began his reign with concluding a treaty o£ 
alliance and redemption with the {fates- general of United 
I'iovinces. ])y the firll, the parties were bound to afTi if each 
other with four thoufand men, in cafe either was attacked; 
and by the latter, the Dnti.h agreed to pay one hundred and 
fifty thoufand florins yearly for the free paflage of the Sounds 
and two hundred thoufand rixdollars in advance at the eon- 
clufion of the treaty. Both the minifters and merchants of 
Denmark complained of this treaty, which was to remain in 
“Ttttce. The miniftry demonldratcd, that the revenue loft five 
hundred thoufand livres yearly by this redcmptioitHreaty ; and 
the merchants dreaded that this Ipft would fall upon them* 
as the court would find it ncceliiry to compenfate the defi- 
ciency by other duties. Even ihff. butch merchants were not 
fatisfied, with refped to the betfent that wouVl arife from it ; 
yet did the ftates and his Danifl) majefty come to a folemn ra- 
tification towards the clofc of the year 1649, Aotwithfta tiding 
the remonftrances of court of Sweden^ and fcveral com- 
mcrcial cities. 

To the difordered (late of the kingdom may be added 
the mutual fufpi^ons entertained by the courts of Copenhagen 
and Stockholm of defigns upon each other ; thoflgh, in fach 
all thefe jealouftes were without foundation, it being contrary 
to the true intcreft of either to come to a rupture. The 
Swedes had equipped a fmall fquadron upon feme Itcret defign, 
and king Frederick had received amballics from Vienna and 
Madrid. Both^cre alarmed : a thoufand conjefiurcs were 
formed, arid at^^f themtemote from the truth. A coldncfs 7 he grand 
likmtfe^arofe letween the king and the grand marechal Vie- mareckal^ 
feldy whofe irmuenre.ia the kingdom waB too great for a fub- Ulefeld 
jeft. A repo'littiai^lhis minifter had poiibned the late kingyd/graced, 
iliuiucdlR^^ountenariced by Frederid ; and Ulefeld omitted 
nothing AatUouId render himfelf more popular, in order to 
(kreen h^' {mm the king’s refemment, and ereA a barrier 
agatoft the royal wrUth, which he perceived gathering into a 
ftorm that might mxrwhtlm him. Yet, after aM« this minir- 
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ter was forced to efcape in dirguifc from C^piiAagen^ and tal:e 
^ (belter under the wing of queen Cbrijlina^ who protected hi<p» 
notwith Handing me countenance of fricntifhip (he ailiimed 
towards Frederick^ until feme y^rs after he was acknowledged 
the plenipotentiary of Sweden in the reign of Charles X. 

This year the elcilor of Brm^nburg fent an envoy to 
16^1! Copenbageffj to nei^otiate a fociety of commerce and naviga* 
Danilh tbe Eajl Indies, and particularly the ifland ot Ceylon^ 

€ti0.tpany between the fubjedts of Denmark and the clector;:tc. It was 
tfiabhjhtd propofed that ajuint (lock (hould be raifed, two thirds by the 
in the Halt king, and the remainder by the elcd^or ; and that four large 
Indies. (hips (hcvjld fail in the fpring with an ambaiiador on board, 
who (hould remain governor of the fettlcmcnts they might 
eftablifh. Sweden beheld with jcaloufy thefc negot'ations : 
the rcmonftranccs of the Danijh envoy on the affur of Ulefeld 
increafed the uneafincTs of that^court: Ftedtrid's c. deavours 
to break the late treaty (he had made with Enghnd^ added 
frelh fuel to the fparks of diftruft ; and his treaty with Hoi* 
land almoH put the lail hand to the breach between the two 

i6c*! (A). 

^ * Wk mentioned a treaty of alliance and redemption ftruck 
up between Denmatk and I^cUand the firft year of Fr/deruk'% 
reign, in which it was ftipul^ted, that the contrading powers 
(hould aflid each other with four thoitfand men» in cafe of an * 
attack. It was now the bulinefs of Holland^ who was on the 
cve of a war with En^land^ to (hew that the latter were the 
aggreflbrs. 7'ivls KetfeVy the Dutch envoy, did not neglect : 
he, beiides, ufed all Ins addrefs in detndiT'^lrating the particular 
intered Denmark had in preventing the ruin of the Dutch ma- 
rine, and England from growing too formidable by Tea ; and 
he concludetj with (hewing the nccclUVV of Ijis Danijh ma- 
jedy’s equipping iwenty-fhips of war, for the fccurity of his 
coads and commerce. 

Whatever inclination Fredetick might have to unite 
himfelf clofcly to the dates general, yet he entertained fcruples 
with rcfpcfl to Kei/ers propofals, bccaufc he apprehended that 

(A) It was immediately be-> was tmly chiifNrtcd and ro« 
fore the treaty with Heuandf mantk;, on accent oPthe in- 
that the king was informed, (Irunkelks appoiij^ed to cm^dudl 
from the Sicur Cbattute^ the it As Glided with no 

French refident at S/oekhalM, of a confequcnces, hax 

confpiracy formed to dethrone it worthy of bcing^fvi?)ire rcl^ca 
him ( 1 ). Uh/tld was the prime in a general biftory. have 
contriver of this plot, which menuoned it in Swedin. 

( 1} MfHUtrn dt Cknnntt, p. 109, fef» 
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Swdtn might johi with and thus a^new inr be 

lighted up ill the itofth. He knew that Cbrifikm was con- 
ftnndy folicite^ by Utfeld to declare war upi]ln nts mailer^ and 
that he had even oflered to fupport part of the expcnce that 
would attend a rupture. word, he dreaded the cfFcdhi 

of that powerful, difcontented, violent fugitive, who breath* 
cd nothing but vengeance;* and had got poffeiTion of the 
queen’s ear. Another motive concurred to tender him more 
undetermined on this point. He vi^as defirous of profiting 
by the emergency into which the Xlnitei Provinces found 
themfelves plunged, and to dilpenfe with the payment of the 
Aibfidy due to them, after the declaration of war, accord> 
ing to the former treaty. , • 

By thisdelav, he gained a ftill greater advantage, though 
accidental, and repugnant to the law's of hofpitality and of hir^fjieet 
nations. An Engl'ifii fleet of twenty-two merchantmen, la- c/ Knglilh 
den with till kinds of materials for ihip-building, were per- 
fiiaded, by Fredericks infinuations, to put into Copenhagen^ 
in order to avoid the Dutch fleet in the Sound. They were 
no fooncr entered the harbour, than the crew’s were feized, 

Tuid fhips and cffc&s conBfcaccd by the king’s order : fo vio- 
lent and unwrarrantabie a proceeding left Denmark no alter- 
native. eThc king had incurred the refentment of the Eng-- 
lift) parliament, who made ipirited remonftranccs on this 
head by their envoy Bradjhazv^ sjfi he was ncccflarily obliged 
to throw himfelf into the fcale of Holland sigalnft Cromwell 
and the parliament. Still, however, he diflembled, and 
feemed to liften favourably to Bradjha%v^ in order to excite 
the jcaloufy of the Ddhh envoy, and obtain the better terms. 

At length, however, the alliance fo much wiflied for by 
Holland was finally jjoncluded in the month of Februaty gnaty 
1653, by whichsthc king obliged hitnfelf to cqiiig a fquadron fi^iththe 
of twenty fail, and the Dutch engaged to pay him a fubildy Dutch, 
of one hundred and fort/ thouland rix dollars. Thus, 
by letting twenty ihlps to fea, he not only avoided pay- 
ment of a yearly fubfidy, but received a confidcrable annual 
fum from his all/. 

HOLLA hiD drew one very peculiar advanta^^ from 
this annanf^ut.ia8 it prevented the Englijh from imparting na- 
val ftor& fron^ the north ; and this, indeed, was the only 
fervice the Vflted PrrAnas drew ftom the alliance of Den- 
marLXJpoMhkiz #'tiole, it muft be owned, that Friderk 
mafoqf^&ilfnegotiati^^ a truepolitician, deduced feveral 
hnportarf advantages from it with refpefi to the ASatU 
MOD,%ist. Vot. XXXII. I i trade. 
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trade, and olStained fcveral fmns uf money from the ftater, 
upon very frivolotu grounds *. 

A- D. About the year 1654 it was that his majefty and the 
^ 1654. ftates of Holland changed ihcir ffiitiments with icfpcd}; to the 
redemption-treaty. Frederic had charged his envoy at the 
Ha^ue^ to offer the abolition of t^;: fubfidy ; and the mer- 
chants of Jniftcrdam^ who by this time became fenfiblc of the 
conveniency of a free traflic, refufed it. On more mature 
reflexion, nowever, they confented. They perceived, ;that 
in time of war the commerce with the northern powers 
w^as fo confiderable, that it would be mure to their advantage 
to pay tl^c duties of the Smml^ than the yearly lubfidy. No 
fooncr had they aflented to Frederic propofal, than he re- 
traced, and infifted upon adhering to the treaty of redemp- 
tion ; but the flates-gcncral reprefented, that, relying on his 
royal word given in the perfon'' ot his ambaflkdor, they had 
neglcCcd to exaC the ufual tax from the trader.^, and coii- 
fcqucntly the load of the fubfuly miiit fail upon them. 'Fliis 
remonftrance had the cffciil, and the treaty of redemption 
was anullcd. 

7he f'hyS In tlic mran time Frederic laboured to engage the queen 
fi/'rredc- of Sweden to declare againft the EngHJlj parliament but her 
rieV/^* mnjefty not only rdifted afj his folicitations, but exerted ln*r 
/;ViVr. utmort ability to make the \ing renounce his alliance with 
HollamL Neither took and the endeavours of both 

Dift ter interrupteO, by the renewal of their difputcs about the 

grand marcfch.d Ll/luL Iler majelty fbllciicd his pardon ; 
and Frederic not only denied her rtq^ft, but infilled upon 
rcrf.iaq his being furrendered, or at leaft his retracting a bitter libel 
Uifeid. he had publiflied againft him, and afkir^g pardon in a pub- 
lic manner : to neither of which Chrijliiia wquld, for a long 
time, confent. At length, the king diew up a charge 
againft lUfdd^ containing a variety ol articles, and among 
others the embezzlentcnt of a fum of money, w hich he had 
ordered to be remitted to Charles II. of England^ at that 
time a fugitive in Hzllmd. 7'hc queen, for a long time, 
refufed to give credit to this charge \ but <m Charles^ letter 
to the king of Denmark^ aiErming, that nciOi^r h^mfelf, nor 
any of his court, had received fuch a remittance, (lie Teem- 
ed convinced of UlfeliTs treachery, aji|d promi|td to abandon 
him to his fate, and withdraw the proM^j of which be 
was unworthy. Nothing, however, came 
UlfelJ had gained the afeendant over the queen ;\ic .either 
perfuaded her, that he really was innocent, or (hychofe ta 

Mem. dc Chan, p.'ia^. Mem. de Tlrlon. pafllm. 
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believe him (a* Certain it is, that, tnftead of withdravring 
!aer protedlion, (he grofsly affronted the^P^n^ ambaflador> 
who fupported with great fpirit the dignity of his royal mafter, 
and hw own public character 

SooNT after this event it was, that the ftates of Demimk^ J); 
affembled, and puWickl^mcknowkdged ChrijUan^ the cldeft 1655! 
fon of Frn/ency his immediate fuccefior in ^hc throne, and 
^ performed homa|):e to him in that quality. About this time, 
likcvt'ife, FrraWic was obferved to behold with a jealous eye, 
the rapid conquefts of the young monarch of Sweden in Pw>- 
hnd, Hi'i jealouly was greatly augmented by an embafly 
from the l^dieJ Frciinceiy reprefenting the danger it would p clitics 
be to the D-frdJIj commerce, it ChmUs X. (hould [K)(rcfs him- Sweden 
felf of tlic contU of the Bs ltUy as infallibly he mufV, fhould astJ Den- 
he reduce Llvaday and PiitJJia,, In cotifcqucnce mark. 

of the remonftranccs of the ftatc^-gcncrn.I, a frefh alliance 
wis c' ncl tided, a fleet of forty fail of Dutch men of war 
^ent to the Lfdticy under the command of admiral Opdamy 
apd a rclblution taken to fruflratc the king of Swedcft^s dc- 
■"Hgn of laying fiege to DantzLy before which city Opikmi ap- 
peared with his fleet. ^ 

Cl 14 RLE S knew of w'hat iijinortancc it was to avoid a 
ruptutc with while be was deeply engaged in a 

• war with other powers ; he fos^ght, therefore, to cultivate 
the fricndlhip of his IXwlJh mSjefty, and I'cpt an ambaflador 
to C^ptuhupjn with that view, and to prevent the junflioii of ^ 
the Dusvjh and Ihnch fleets. Kut Frelnh could not he 
brought to rcnouncL'his engagements to Holland^ though he ' 
pofitivcly denied his entertaining any dcfigns againft Sweden, 

In a word, the emb^ffy ended in nothing ; as it was evident, 
that Frederic i^ly wntched the opportunity of*attacking his 
Swedijh majefty, when he was weakened by tlfe war on his 
hands, in order to recover HuUandy and other places ceded 
by the laft treaty. 

The arrival of the Dutch fleet in the Bahic gave great ^ Dutch 
offence to Cd:arUi\ his ambaiTador remonftrated on 
head, but to by.Ie porpofe : and now a rupture between the 
two crovPns was apparently at no great diftance, notwith- 
ftandirfg Frss'^'ric fent an ambafTador to the Swedijh king, at 
that time in PruJJtcf . The intention of this embafl'y was 
indeed no m.ve, man to keep up certain appearances with 
•Q!^,iAlYy uii'ill the fucceft of his arms was known j and the 
famcTc^/on prevented the Dardjh monarch trom joining his 
fleet imr/edia:ely with the Dutch fquadron. 

liiil. dc Reine Chriilinc, tom. 2. p. 197. 
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Upon Intelligence of fome confiderable loflb which the 
Swedijh arttiy Frederic wa8 going to declare openly 

againft Sweden^ had he not been embarraiTed by the fudden 
departure of the Dutch tictt fTomJDantTJc^ and ftill morcdif- 
. concerted by advices, that a treaty was concluded at 

Holland thr.ftates-gcncral, without 

the knowledge of M. Fan Buiningen^ envoy from the latter 
at Copenhagen, Buinwr/n exclaimed againft this proceeding ; 
he fent remonftranccs to the fiates*general, couched in the 
ftrongeft terms, exhorting them to keep firm to their cn- 
gai^cmcnts with Denmark,^ but in vain, for received 

pontive orders to return to Holland^. 

A. D. FRE D ERIC now hcfitatcd whether he (hould ven- 
1637. turc to declare war, or wait the efFcSs of Biimngen\ remon- 
ftrances to the penfioner De U'tt, That honeft miniftcr 
ftill continued to exert his endeavours to maintain rhe alii* 
ance between Holland and the king ; but he gave a different 
turn to his reprcfcntations. He now affirmed, that it was 
the intcreft of the ftates-gencral to animate Frederic againft 
the king of Sweden^ not only to flop the progrefs of th'i 
latter, but t (5 engrofs the whole trade of the Baltic^ while 
thefe two powers were at )^ar. Bumingen^s was penfioner of 
AmjUrdam^ underftood the uuc intcreft of his country, and 
was flrenuoufly the friend ^of commerce. His influence, 
likewife, among the merchants was fo great, that moft of 
• them falling in with his opinion, fitted out private fhips of 
war againft the 'iwedes^ and excufed themfclvcs, by faying 
they would do the very fame for hire againft Denmark. 
Frederic ^ REDERIC^ now affured that he would be counte- 
declares nanccd by Holland^ in fpitc of the treaties the republic had 
nuara- fo lately concluded with the king of Sweieny did not ballance 
gainfi long about declaring war ; but was obliged to go back to 
iSweden. the year 1644 for motives to juftify his conduft. This refo- 
lution was indeed oppofed by all grave perfonsj but M. de 
Gerfderfi a Saxon gentleman of ancient family, who had ac- 
quired great credit at court, from the fuperiority of his ge- 
nius, and his many important fervices, at length determined 
the king. He was further confirmed by the information of 
the Dutch ambaflador 1 and all the endeavours of the.v^re/ri 7 j 
minifter could not now prevent a rupture. M^' Durelle^ the 
Swedijh minifter, remonftrated againft*(his ur, provoked de- 
fign i but his argument! having no effefi, he was re^ed, 
and had fcarce left Copembagen^ before three SweMJb prizes 
were brought into that harbor. 


^ Mem. deTBiLONyibid, 
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Now the army took the field under general and Hii unt^ 
^rzvtxdng Holftein^ croAed the £/i/, an^covered the diocefc mmSie* 
of Bremen^ to which Frederic formed pretcnfions. 
whole diocefc was laid under contribution ; fome towns 
were taken, and the ficge of Stadt formed. The king with 
his fleet, joined by private fliips of war, fet fail 

at the fame time to Dantzic\ but hearing that Charla Gujta* 
vus was in Pomerania^ he retired to Cepe?:bjFen. IVrangel^ 
tlfc Swedijh admiral, defeated a body of Danes »n Bremen^ and 
obliged them to repafs to Holfiehi^ with the loft of three thou- 
fand men. Moft of the officers in the Danijh army were ^ 
natives of Helfuin^ and confcquently defirous o(i prote£?ing 
their native country. With that intention thfs retreat was 
made againft the advice of general BiJde. 

This firft difgrace which his arms fufFcrcd, convinced 
Frederfc^ that he inuft link himfelf ftrongiy with Hollandy if 
he w'ould either conquer or refift his enemy. In confe- -/f fif^v 
quence, a new treaty of alliance was figned, whereby the treaty be* 
^parties ^reed to aflift each other with fix thoufand men, or 

default of men and' fliips, with an equivalent fum of j 
money. This meafure foon became ncccffai^, for Guftavus j 
was aa the head of' a numcrou^army, at the very time that * 
all the world believed his foracs were entirely broken in Po- 
land. Immediately he appea(ed in Holftein^ and took four 
regiments of Danes prifonerS of war, aftcj; abravc rcfiftance. 
lizehce was laid in allies, and the Swedijh king was preparing 
to march his army into fuiland ; but icf this there was an 
obftruAion which ne feared was unfurmountabic. It was the 
• fortrefs of Frederics -Odde^ defended by fix firong baftions, and 
a numerous garrifgn. Tnis he attacked \ bur after fpending 
fome days the place, he fet out for B^ij'marj and left 

JVrangel to block up Frederics-OdJe with his troops. IVrangcl^ 
tired with a tedious blockade, determined to give the aflauit 
before he had battered in breach. The attack was made 
an hour before day, in four different quarters, while pe- 
tards were applied to the gate, in order to make way for the 
cavalry- Hir difpofition was excellent, and it was crowned p,.edcrk«- 
with ftfcccfs. While the garrifon was wrapt in fleep, the oddc ta- 
SwelUs fcalcd the walls, and became, in a few hours, mafters ktnhythe 
cf a place I that might have witbftood the efforts of their Swedes, 
whole army for a greater number of months. . 

VI AD Frederick prerogative been lefs rtflrained, and the 
army more in his power, intrepid and generous as he was, 
he would undoubtedly have flopped the progrefs of the 
Swedts^ and favtfd Frederus^Odde, Neither if/Z/r, nor the 
mother officiis, wanted enrage or ability, but their experi* 
w 1 * 3 
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ejice was not greats and their influence in the armv very in- 
coniidcrable. On frontiers^ indeed, the Swedes fuftaine^ 
\,a rcpulfc, and were entirely defeated at AWr/? in HaHand^ 
At the fame time, the &w>'dijh fleet, confiftin<r of twcnt>'- 
iix men of war, and as many merchantmen converted into 
Battle he- armed ihips, met with the Danifiu fquadron, and ofiered 
itween the battle. 7 'i\e admiral, depending on the alhlbncc of 
Jiecis cf Jf'itte Wiifonj the Dutch adimral, did not decline the cinrage- 
JDenniark n^ent. A fuiiaus battle was fought, in which the Demts. 

behaved wita extraordinary iOiirai;e. Uiifuppoitcd by tneir 
T / allieb*, they maintained the acT.ion againil: an enemy 

double in jnimber. The admiral '<» iL'j), pieiccJ vviih live 
'^dejerte/*^ hundred cahnon fhot, was fo ihattercd, as ncccfilrily to 
hy their draw out of the line; notwiihftandtng which the relt of 
thcfquadron continued the fight, and obliged tiic [rii'ch's to 
put into the port ot /^7//;2ur. Borh fidcs, indeed, .flaiincd 
the victory, and neither, perhaps, with lufficieiu real'on, as 
it was in ifact a diawn battle, though the ciici-mftance laft 
mentioned feems to declare the advantage on the ficieof thr 
Danes. £vcn Lo^en'msy t\\c hifloiian, owns"", th-irO' 

gicat benefit r^fultcd to the Sa.\’Ucs from this a; 5 ilon, and he 
blames ccitain captains of fjiips, who were luppofed net to 
have done their duly ^ ^ 

VVhatfvI'II fuccefs DrJtrL'i arms had clfewhcre, ftil} 
the lofs of Ff'eihia-OJJe was a fevere blow, which he de- 
termined to itvcrigc. M. R:fivifig w'as difpattlud to the 
to prevent the I'Sitiiication of the treaty of Elalng^ and 
ta borrow^ a million. T he comnuflion vws delicate ; for, on 
the cvic hand, the Dutch apprehended that the piogrefs of 
Charles would render him mailer of the to the 

great prcjudicy, of their commerce ; and Rn tlip orher, they 
dreaded the imputation of levity and perfidy, if they refufed 
to ratify the treaty. In the mean time, they ventured to 
lend his Dunijh majefly 600, ooo livres ; but refufed to meddle 
in the affair of the treaty, till they had deliberated more ma- 
turely on a point that affcclcd the rcput'ition of the United 
Provinces* ^ 

I'p was the intereft of a great many powers to oppofe the 
aggrandizement of Charles Gujlavus. He forefaw thisy and 
relolved by celerity and addrefs to baffle the deljgns formed 
to fupport Denmark* He projeclcd the invafion j>f f isnia in 
the winter, before Frederic could draw together a fufficient 
force to oppofe him ; and his feheme was greatly forwarded 
a hard froll, that rendered tranfports unnecefiary. He 
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fct out from Kul on the third of Fdruary ; marclied his army 
o^er the Little Belt on the icc, where he ^as oppofed by a 
ftrong biKly of Danesy whom he defeateJ, after a (harp cn- 
and the lofs three regiments, who w'cre 
rowned by the breaking of tlie ice ; took OMufee the capi- 
tal of the ifland, reduce.! made an attack on four 
Dunijh :T^c^ ol war locked up by the ice, but was repulfcd 
and basTl? d by the inuepidiry of the admiral, and at length 
' fornaed the periloub and iutiepIJ deiiga of palling over the 
ice to 7 .eln:tl\ a fehtme lb novrl, fo cxcellentH' planned and 
boldly executed, as rair d :hc admiration of ail men, and will 
ever be reeoid^ J as n.u* of the mult daung attcijjpts ever 
made in fich i ircumlbi:;ccs'. We fliall liave fcccafion to 
dw'cll upon particulars in the hiitory of SiVfditt j fuflieient 
it i : for oar p.Lf lU occafion, that he full ai rived in Lalandy 
and i\LKh in /.tlandy aitcr cfcffpiiig a thoufand imminent dan- 
gcis, 'ui i ( xliibiting as many pio^dli of an invincible courage, 
cnlc.p.i'cino genius te.uiy execution, and every quali- 
1 EV O' a great km;; and c.mMiandcr. 

1 ijr^/hrM nulvcd in ZtLnJy he was met at 
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J!\i nadtiaif by Muurwsy Ctcmivciti^ .envoy, anti by Grfdorfy 165H. 
iS 'c/, and lljeu^ky wdih propofals of peace. lie up- Prefrjah 

P'um :d tile fugitive (///t'/J to tjeat with them; and it w'as tf 
c\dy to fee, from this circumftancv:, what tcims he cxpcdl- 
< J. Honour required, that Bmleric fhould refufe admitting 
Uijlil unto ihc congrefs ; but l.is uniiappy circumffances 
obliceJ hiin to p.tfj over pun£iiIios, and •icknowltdgc for 
the plen'potcntiary <f Siucdcriy a rebel, who was at this very 
;iiv.c int; igulng t » dethrone his nauiral Ibvrrcjgn, and fedu- 
cbig tnc iiuh.i.tv of CoptrJju^rn fioni their allegiance, by 
large pioinifcs troni^>:^r/ /ii G::/lavui, ^ 

Whilk pr^iminaricb refpediing this congrefs wcie ad- 
iiiding, the SivedlJlj monarch was marching towards Copeu- 
and arrived vviihm four leagues of that capital, 
where he halted, to rcfrclh his troops, and deliberate whe- 
ther he ihoiild attempt it by aiFau}:. The < ity was thiown 
into the ut.noft confternation, but the king’s prcfcnce, and 
exhortations, kept them from defpoading. General Krempen Guflavos 
was a» the head of a fmall body at gentlemen, peafants, and i.^fh'rs ic 
tailors. To tirefc he joined about 2coo horfe and 800 regu- A' 

lar infantry, making in the whole a corps of 4000 men, ^openha- 
with which he oftcred to fet fire to the fuburbs, attack the 8^“’ 
king of Sweden at Keucky and reduce that place to afties. 

Frcdrric approved of the fcheme, and would have command- 
ed the expeditioniiii perfoD, had not the finite refoliitcly op- 
fed his iaUAtion ; alledg^, that the lofi uf one battle, 

' and 
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fmatlaft fboiild happen to hia maiefty 

petfon, would endln^r the whole kingdom. The king*s 
ardour and courage fecmed to rife with his misfortunes, and 
required all the endeavours of vhe fcnate to moderate them* 
Certain it is, that vigorous meafures, and hazardous ilrokes, 
Fredericks were ncccflaiy in the prefent emdtgency $ and that the king 
f repara- wanted neither condud to plan, nor courage to execute, any 
ihas to re- projed for the good of his kingdom. He is therefore un- 
/JiMm. juftly blamed for not accepting JCrempen^s propofal, which Vas 
rejeded merely by the fenate, and highly applauded by the 
kmg. 

In the piean while the negotfations went on but flowly. 
Sweden infilled upon conditions, which ought only to Ibe 

G ranted, after Copenhagen^ and alt the fortrelfes of the king-^ 
om, were in the hands of Gtffien^us ; and thefe hard term; 
were aggravated, by the haugnty condud and fatfrical ex* 
preffions of Wfcld. In a word, the Danijh minifiers refufed 
to accept the conditions propofeo, thinking it better toperifo. 
after a vigorous refiftance, than to ftoop to a fbameful 
ignominious fubmifiion. They were beftdes in. hopes/ that 
the rigour of* the feafony the fatigue and famine they miift 
undergo, would foop ruin the Swed'Jh army, corfd they 
have the refolution to refift liliem but for a (bort time. 


fbt dt- Thus all hopes of acconvnodatian vaniihed, and Frtdtnc 
ftnciltfs haj only to rely on his own co'urage and condud, and on the 
Atf? fidelity and valour of his fubjeds. The walls of the city 
Copen- ruinous } *ii was deftitute of provUion, ammunition, 

- ***** every neceflary of defence ; it was crouded with peafants^ 
^e/e/ anfwered no purpofe befides confuming the little ftores 

fredme. *^** there. The nobility .were^diicontented ; they 
exclaimed agoinft the adminifiration, infteaf of defending 
their country, and thought they fiiflkiently Ihewed their 
patriotifm by crying out, that the kingdom was ibid. Yet 
amidft all thefe diforders, Frederic preferved a firmnefs that 
was aftoniihing. A vidorious enemy without his walls, 
famine, difcord, and every fpecies of confulion within, he 
remained intrepid, undaunted, and full ofcouiage. His queen 
likewife gave proofs of refolution and conftapey fit b^'ond 
her fex. However, on the approach of the Stut^A army 
within fight of the ci^, end their taking poileifion or certata 
pofis, which in a manner blocked up the garrifon, the nobio 
iit^ became fo clamorous, that Firederic was compelled tq 
fend M. Gerfdetf toTeffinift where the mediators ffiU te- 
mained, in order to conclude a peace upon iey terms. 

Peace ctn- GERSDORF was aftoniflied to find onlois am val, that the 

.fiaded. Swcdcs had relinquiihed' fomtfrf die iiiofl: ri^d conditio: 
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and the iB6re» when he wu made acqiuuiitedt that diia 
remplaifance was owing to the mediatnM of iffM. Ifo 
doubted not, but this nobleman’s love for his country return* * 
cd in fall tide, upon obferving the low ebb to which it was 
reduced. At laft, after much altercation, peace was aAual- # 
ly figned between the tw^ kings, on the 28th day of Febru- 
ary \ Frederic confenting to cede Halland^ Schoneuy Blehng^ 
^,the ifland of Borkbolm^ the citadel and fief of Babut^ the 
feigftiory and fief of Dtentbcim^ with all its towns, caftles, 
fortrefles, and dependencies. 

M. Van Butntngen fired at this treaty ; he reproach^ 
Meadrtvs^ the Engltjh envoy, with double dealing % and he 
complained of M. GtrJdarU Lccaufc, inftead ofmaintain- 
ing the treaty between Ir^id and Denmark^ he had, on 
the contrary, opened an inle^to all foreigners into the Baltic^ 
by conf?nting that all treaties, contrary to the intereft of 
either king, mould ber annulled. Gerfdorf vindicated him* 
t^lf by the plea of neceflity, which would not admit of 
/v^ure to/ronfult the allies of Denmark ; and indeed matters 
^were^tH^n at fuch a enfls/that Fredetu*s con^u£t can need 
no excufe, with refpeft to the Dutch^ if we cohfiderthe be* 
haviounof their admiral in the laft fca-engagemem* Van 
Butntngen perceiving all his endeavours to break the peace 
* baffled, thought of an cxpedieiit, which he hoped would at 
leaft retard, if not wholly prevent its execution. He zd^ 
vifed Fredtric not to put the king of Sweden in pofleffion of 
Schomny till that monarch had firft evacuateS Zeland^ Fre^ 
approved of the fcheme; but it was traverfed by the 
fufpicion of the Swedijb king, who immediately fent a 
part of his army to mveft Copenhagen. 

The war skvolIo have again been renewed, and the 
Dutch ambaflador’s end fully anfwered, had not the media- 
tors interpofed, and given the ftrongeftaiTurancesof Frederids 
intention to perform his contract. Upon this Charles Guf* 
tarns wholly changed his fentiments, and from the extreme 
of diftruft, pafled fuddenly to the other extreme of too much 
confidence in his enemy. King Frederic had prepared an 
entertainfhent for the foreign minifters, at his royal feat of 
FredeAcJburghy whither Gudavusy attended by a fmall re* 
(inae, went, uninvited and uneatpeded (A). Such inter* 

(A) Some writers alledM, kisfeenrity (1) ; but of this we 
diat Frederic bad given him hit find do mention in the mod au- 
word, and even hoftaget for chentic memoir.. 

^s) Dn Rititty f, 8|< 
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inter- views a^c cvte of ^e%jite nature, and^more particulaldf 
y,i0w be- when the coh^t^^^fputs himfelf in the power of the cc^- 
qaered* Had iWdiT/r acrrefted him, and obliged him to re- 
{tore all the provinces ceded to^ Sweden, policy wou].d have 
A. D. approved the perfidy, as a neceffary mcafure, and pofterity 
1658.' would regard it as one of thole tjkjilterly ftrokes of the cabi- 
net, about which few princes would entertain any fcruplcs. 
But the great foul of Frederic refifted the temptation, and 
defpifed the treachery. He difdained any advantages ded/iced 
from a breach of honour and horpitality. It is true, indeed, 
he had formerly given way to a fmallcr temptation, when 
ht: feized the EngUJb fleet of merchantmen at Cspsnhagen ; 
but ther^ arc not wanting arguments to palliate his conduA 
on that occafloiK Interviews ^ this nature fcl Jom occur ; 
^nd when they do, it never hUlppens but one of the parties 
is a lofcr* What, however, fmgular in thi?, ivas, that 
all the advantage happened to be oji the fulc fif Qufta'jui^ 
who received new hints by this vifit, which laid the founda- 
tion of a fecond war with Denmark. Re this as it wi!!, tjy 
princes lived for two days together in the utmofth7vr;3*iyr^* 
and parted iplth all the appearances of a folid cfleem and 
friendfliip. It was on this occafica that the queen artfully 
dropt fame infinuations to**thc prejudice of l/^’/d, that made 
a deep impreflion upon the mind of Gujlavus, and enervated 
his friendmip for that favouAtr. 

Peace was thus concluded, but ^ the Sivcdijh monarch*s 
ambition to injgre Denmark rather increafed. He had feen 
the weaknefs of that kingdom ; amidft all the extremes of 
that hearty welcome and fricndOiIp with which Frederic re- 
ceived his vifit at Fredcrickflurgh, he obferved fentiments of 
chagrin, and a dcfire of revenge. Cerltin wc arc, that the 
attempt of annexing another crown to that (ft Sxvcden^ was 
pcrfeflly agreeable to the lofty notions of Gtiflaatn^ capa- 
cious mind. It was not difficult to find pretexts for breaking 
Ccufe (if peace. The treaty of Rcfhild was replete with crror,s, 

^ congrefs was appointed at Copenhagen to corrc£l 
.the war. th^m. He began his defign by raifing difficulties about the 
duchy of H'^ljhin, by complaining that Fredtric^vezz dila- 
tory in the execution of hts contrad j although, in fed, he 
had reafon to haften it, as upon that depended the evacua- 
tion of Zeiatid by the Swedijh forces : he infinuated his fufpi- 
cions, that the king of Denmark was intriguing againft him in 
HeUand. In a; word, he entered Hol/ieiu with intention to 
prepare the neceiTary fteps to the expedition he meditated % 
and he made fuch a variety of marches ao^ countermarches, 
as puzzled the wit of the moS^j{cnetrati«g politicians. 




wan the firft who dtfcovered the dedgn of and ac^ 

quainted^M. deGfrfdorf with his fufpicion, Frederic was ^ 
aftopifhgd at the intelligence^^d could fcarce be convinced 
of the truth of it. Great armaments were preparing in 
Sweden^ and jufl; as the tn^Qps were embarked, it was given * 
out that the expedition was intended againft Prvjfta, To 
render his fucceis more fecure, and cut ofF all iuccours by 
^land •From Denmark^ Guftemts found it neceflary to gain « 

pofleffion of the ibrtrefs of Rendjhnrgh ; but as almodall his 
army was deftined for the fiege of Copenhugeny he could con- 
trive no other method, than by prevailing on the duke oT 
Thlfuhty to ufe his influence with the inhabitant and go- 
verjnor, to put it into his hands. Charles knew that the gar- 
rifon was ftrong, and the governor brave and honeft ; bc- 
fieging itithercforc with parttif his army would be in vain. 

Tne duke of H'lftehi fgnt a deputation to the governor and * 
inhabitants, and among them was the governor’s father, 
ufed all pollible arguments ; but found the inhabi- 
.han, remained ^rm in their attachment to 
mark. Tlic governor’s anfwer in particular Vas, that he 
would maintain his truff, while one ftone of the town flood 
upon another ; then fixing his qyes upon his father, who 
was fpeaker of the deputationjj he faid, ** I can fcarccly ^hetram 
perfuade myfclf, that you, nty^dcar father, arc capable of 
“making me propofals, which I fhould luJt have patience ^hc goyi 
“ to hear from any other. Permit me to itell you, that "{ 
were you not my parent, I (hould punifJi, as it deferves, . 

‘‘•the infblence of making an attempt upon my honour,'* 

The father, firuck with his fon’s gcncrofity, endeavoured to 
cover his fhameby thS following anfwer ; “ M);foa» hithcr- 
“ to I fpokc as me faithful fubjcwl of the duke fhy maftcr ; 
but as your father, I declare, that were you weak enough 
to furrender the truft committed to you at my inftance, I 
Ihould be the firil to treat you as a rebel, to renounce and 
declare you an alien of my blood,” 

Foiled as Guftavus was in this attempt, he landed his Copen- 
forceson tkciythof Auguft at Korfoor. Immediately he Tent hagen le- 
Count fT?^/ with a detachment to block up the avenues to 
CiJpenhagenyZnd prevent the garrifon’s receiving fuccours from 
the other parts of the ifland. Toot executed his commiilion 
with' fuccefs, and the king followed him clofrly, ordering 
his fleet to block up the city by Tea. 

FRED ERIC no fooner found bimfelf invefted by ft a 
and land, than he /ent an ambafly to the king o\' S:*.vicKy 
COjppiaining in the bittercil tetgrof io* notorious an infraction 

of 
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of a recent treagr^ alftooft entirely executed on his part, and 
offering to give^^ny iatisfadlion and fecurity with refp^ to. 
the articles not yet performed ; but the ambaiTy was very in- 
differently received. It is even aflerted, that Cbaf*es would 
have violated the right of nations, had not Jerlon^ the< 
French envoy on board his fie£c^' reftrained his impetuofity. y 
His intention was probably no more than to have arreftcd 
them, in revenge for the affront Frederic had put on the 
Smdtjh ambaflador, in ordering him to be confined, and his 
papers fcized ; more indeed is infinuated. Terbrt even pre- 
vailed fo far, that be gave them audience, but nothing re- 
fulted 'r9m this conference befides bitter recriminations. 

IV RA N G E L had now blocked up the harbour of 
Copenhagen^ and taken fome (hips. On board of one of 
thefe was the duke of Luner^urga^ who was making a vifit 
to his After the queen of Denmark^ believing that the two 
crowns were m perfed peace. He was civilly treated by 
Guftavus^ and Tent back, cfcortcd by a man of war, to 
many. On the loth of September the cayalry lya^^in- 

fantry advanced, and took pofl: on the nfing.groundl round 
Copenhagen^ while the king ftill continued at Ringjladt. 

By this time Frtdmdo, ambalTy was returned He or- 
dered them to report the fuccefs of their commiflion in full 
council, and then re^oIv^l to defend himfelf to the laft ex- 


tremity. He could muftcr no more than 1 200 regulars, and 
a great number of nobility, who feeing themfclves reduced 
to the fame ncceffky as the reft of the kingdom, determined, 
as their laft rcfource, to {land and fall by their king. They 
now careffed thofe they had fo lately deipifcd and opprclTid; 
they promifed the burghers of Copenhofen a voice in all pub- 
lic deliberations, and liberty to buy lands 'nd lordlfaips, to 
enjoy them with the fame privileges as the gentlemen, and 
to pay no taxes unlefs what the nobility (bared in thtir pro- 
portion of the burthen. Several other immunities were 
promifed, with a view to encourage them, and itcfledlually 
drew forth the courage and zeal of thofe brave burghers, 
who dreaded nothing fo much as the change of their fo- 
veieign, and being loaded with the taxes they law impofed 
on the inhabitants of and the provinces fufrendered 

to Sweden. Animated by the prefence of th^ir fovereign, 
who rejcAcd the opinion of his council, that he ought to 
retire to they determined rather to die in the breach 

than fly or furrender. It is even faid, that the king reouefted of 
Guftorjusy to ne made acquainted when he intended to give 
the aflault, that be mjghr find him in herfon in the breach. 
The queen, whofe noble fympathifcd with 
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nous rdblutions of her king und tiliS^dir detenuined k> in 
with htm> rather than fall into the hMla^br a prii^ei who 
hadPlb pcrfidiouflv broke the mofi ibtemn tfWItics (A). 

GTJ STT AVJJ S believed theredu^ion of Copenhagen zxi 
eafy mat!er« and relied ib firmly on the conqueft of Den-- 
mariy that he already difpofed of the government of the 
kingdom to Wrmgtl^ after* iazing the capital, in order to 
bridle the ambition of that general. In imagination, he 
Jiad anticipated a thoufand alterations in the governmenr» 
and propofed remjoving the capital of his dominions to Scho^ 
nofh where he intended to fix the royal relidence. But the 
conqueft of Denmark formed but a fmall part of his vaft pro-, 
jed. He propofed renewing the empire of ;«all the 
northern, and many of the fouthern and weftern kingdoms, 
were fwallowed up in idea, in this comprehenfive fyftem. 

Whjlij Guftavus was riotyig in imagination with thefe 
vifionary profpe£ls, Frederic was reaping folid advantages 
from his delay. It wa^indeed a great overlight in the Suue^ 
dijh monarch, not to pulh the attack while the dread of his 
ar,!^ fpread confternajion among the befieged. They 
had now reafoned tbemfelves into a cool, determined refo- 
lution to conquer or die, and beheld with compofure thofe 
enemies %rhom but lately they thought of with horror. His 
majefty had harangued the burghers, and made fuch an im- 
prelSon on their minds, that all, go a man, defired to be led 
on, and declared they would live and die lyith their fove- 
reign ; a declaration Sufficiently fulfilled by their loyal and 
generous condufi. * 

All the time that Gujiavus lay inaAive, Frederic made 
feveral difpofitions that contributed to the vigorous defence 
of the city. Among others, he ordered the fuburbs to be 
burnt ; and tbwback of the citadel, and towands the har* 
hour, to be fortified by a kind of broad velKls called praems. 
He ordered the ramparts to be ftrengthened with paliifadoes 
and terraces ; and faw all his diredions executed. He 
divided the defence of the city between the foldiers and 
the burghers, allotting to each their refpe£live provinces^ 
and he mounted all the ramparts with cannon. 

(A) Ter/on itlatei, that the thickeft of the fire, and 
Fftdtric challenged ituoSwdiJb wherever glory was to be won. 
monarch to fiagle combats to ^ Bat the celebrated Puffendorf^ 
which made /soother who was prefimt at the fiege, 
iepty» than that he always qttefiionswtrathofthiiancc- 
finiglitia the head of his troops, dote. Des Roches Hift. tom. yu 
whett, if FrUmewu fondof p. top. 

'fiehdisfft he woold find bhn la 
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Gij.S^jIFU^ 00 fife appoEKuJi, was aftonMhed to fini^ 
fttcli alterations ^ di^ippearance of the place. When jbe 
trenches were open^dy and the Swedes began to ered three * 
grand batteries^ Frederic diftuijbcd, the workmen, hjr a con- 
tinual fire from a praeme of forty pieces of heavy cannon. 
He had created other praetnes ipf. the ifle of Jmack^ which 
played inceflantly on the enemy’s trenches, and made it ex- 
tremely dangerous to enter them. Among many others, 
the count de la Gardie was flain by a bullet from, this' 
battery. 

On the 13th of Augujl the bcficgcd made their lirft fally, 
drove the Swedes from their pofts, and killed great numbers. 
For feverai enfuidg d^s both Tides made a variety of brifk 
attacks and Tallies. The beficgers attacked and took two 
DaniJI) frigates which had entered the harbour; they played 
fo vigoroufly the cannon on Iheir ramparts, that they dif- 
mounted feveral of the enemy’s batte'^ies ; a number of other 
advantages were gained ; but the circumftance which re- 
tarded the liege, and probably faved Copenhagen^ was un^- 
pedled, and truly providential. This was thf^iefoiufffrn 
taken in th^ SweMp camp, to lay ficgc to the ftrong fortrefe 
of Cronenhurgh at the fame time, to prevent the retreat of 
the army from being cut ojf, or rather to gain poUelEon of 
all the treafure of Denmark^ which it was fuppofed was lodg- 
ed in that citadel, as a plicoof the greateft fecurity. It is 
even fuppol'cd that the SweJiJh miniftry threw this obftacle 
in the way, left, if Gujlavus became mafter of Copenhagen^ 
be would remove the court thither, and render Siueden little 
more than a province, as it had been during the union of 
Cabnar, 

Be this as it will, Jf^rangel was feht with a part of the 
fleet and army to beflegc Cronenhurgh^ and the iiege of Co^ 
penhagen immediately ianguifhed. It was three weeks be- 
fore he made himfelf mafter of that fortrefs, during which 
time Gujlavus (B) was too weak to venture upon giving the 

(B) Wr angel pulhed the at- ceived the news that Copeniha- 
tack on Cronenhurgh with the gr^xhad fiitrendered.v Next, h^ 
tttmoft vigour. Re threw a publilbedi by a tromprt, that 
muldtude of bombs into the Denmark had fubmitted to Gu/- 
fortrefs, that pot the garrifon tamus. The garriibn began to 
into the mmoft coafufion. He mutiny, and all the endeavours 
ufed a variety of ftratagems to of the brave governor and o£- 
make them furrender. Amona not keep them 6001 

others, he ordered a genem li^uidcring oa Ac adih of 
diTcharge of the caancMi and 
auiketry, as if he had jtift 



aiiault to the capital. He had^ow tm 90^ meii# and 
dcjpbted not but the hefieged, able to b^jr^ ams^ exceeded 
that number. As (bon, however^ as he was joined by the ^ 
troops fiom Crmeubvrgb^ hc^ ordered a bride attack to be 
made, towards the weft gate, between the pond of St. 

George and the fca, whi^ covered the befjcgcrs on the * 
right and left i but the Dunes behaved with fuch intrepidity 
that the attempt was bafBed, and great daughter made 
among the Swedes. Famine, however, began to weaken the 
beficgcJ ; but this like wife was remedied by Frederic's vi- 
gilance, who found means to get a convoy Lfc into the har- 
bour, while a pait of the was ciuifiiig^ for the 

Dutch fquadron. * 

Bor tlie moft vigoious action of the whole happened T ^ 
in the ifle of AmaJi^ both kings commanding in perfon. of Swe- 
The Swrdci had made a fuddfti defeent on it, plundered, and den 
got polfcllion of the''i(land, and Vrideric rcfolvcd to drive 
them out. Gujhrijus owed his fucccis, in a great ineafure, 
tda officer, called If ’u/idcrvtr^ whom he obliged * 

g..lcle in his attack*on ArmuL This officer, having 
afterwards made his efcape in the night, arrivrfl in Cffpsnha* 
gen^ ga^e the king an o.a.l account of the SwediJI) forces 
in Amack^ their difpofuion, intepuons, and pf the arrival of 
the DuUh fleet at lUfensre^ w'herc they only waited for a fa- 
vourable \vind to proceed to* Cupenhagetiy and iclicvc the 
city. I^aftly, he laid that Gujlavm intenSed cpjitdng the 
ifland, but v/culJ fijft fet the w-hole on fine. Kiiially, lie 
advifed his majefty to attack the Swedes in their jJofU on the 
iilarid, olFcrcd to he bis conductor, and gave liroiig aflU- 
rances of the poffibiiity of taking the Ling and that part of 
the Suyd'fj army prffoners. , 

FRE D EkIC immediately called a council, to deli- 
berate vvbtthcr it was advifublc to lollow IVandjsivrs pro- 
pofal, and it they might fufficiently confide in his intejii- 

S ence. At length the fally was refolved on, and Frederic 
etermined to command it in perfon. He immediatciy 
drew out his horfe and foot, and having given the proper 
d:redion% marched dirc£Hy towards the enemy. Support- 
ed by^eneral Guddcnlsw and major-general Alfeldty he at- 
tacked the diviflon commanded by Gujiavus^ and was re- 
ceived with equal vigour and inticpidity, A furious fire 
madebybodi fidcs, and prodigious (laughter ; but the 
animated by the prefence and example of their monarch, 
and knowing that honour, property, and life, were all at 
ftake, dcfpiftd death, pufljed on with fuch firmr.efs as dil- 
Qmccftcd the-ftcrA-r, brokeji^ir libcs, put them i.n confu- 
• ^ luGon 
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Boa, and fixced Qj/liima^ M ijs^ of all his endeavouiVy W 
tlkriMrMaiifelf i^pUboa^ and regain-Aeffeef. 

, This retrtMe«MB not effeded witnout great lofi and cev 

*, fufion. Hii roajefly muft have certainly been taken pii-* 
fener, bad not the brave ofSeer who attended hi's*perlon» 
and commanded the guard, thrown himielf and his men in 
the midft of the Danes, fought till all bis people were killed, 
and then furrendered as foon as be found the king had 
elcmd. 

Thb advantage which refulted from this fally was very 
confideraUe, and the whole glory of it was due to the king, 

J rho had executed IVanderver's p\zn with fo much intrepr- 
ity and(/cmKlud. It however afforded a remarkable tnftance 
of the little confidence which generals ought to repofe itt 
prifoners and deferters ; for Wanderver had Only ferved the 
king of Sweden with a view to leduce him into fome capital 
blunder, which might prove uieful to his country.*^ 

The Next day major Bsnkwall arrived with the joyful news, 

Dutch that the DtUch fleet were entering the Setmd in their way to 
Jket enter Ctpettha£en. The flates had, in fpite of all the endeavours 
/iftfScraad, of the Svaeddfis refident, given orders to admiral tf%Jfenair 
u relieve OpJani, not' only to proteft the Dutch trade in the JoAtV, 
Open* hut to lead the forces flipvlated by the treaty with the king 
“•8*®* of Denmark, to fight the Swedijh fleet if they ofiered to op- 
pofe him, and to aflift Den^tark by every method he could 
A battle contrive. This it was that 'brought on the famous battle 
betsmen j^tween the two fleets in the Sound, in which both difplayed 
intfl-pidi^, and undaunted refolution, though it 
D tth difadvantage of the Swedes. Victory in- 

y deed is to this day difputed } rat certain it is, that the Swe^ 

** di/h fleet firft drew off under the cannon of Lanjkrem ; that 

Opdam landed a ftrong reinforcement or men, ammunition, 
and provifion, to which Copenhagen owed its fafety, and 
formed a plan for burning the Sweeps fquadron, that could 
not be poflible, had be not been vi^rious in the former en<' 
gagement. But we lhall defer particulars, until we can 
give a minute detail in the hiftory of Swaien, to which it 
more properly belongs, on account of the ibare Guftavus 
bad in warding the laft blow meditated by the Dutch admi- 
ral (C). * 

(C) Oa his return to Holland Dtucbtwmj then^tttadvifable 
OfdoM was accuftd negii- to carry matters lb fiuv and to 
gcaee, in aotpurfuing bit ad* rah the SvatBfe marine i as 
vaatage, and baraing the Svue- they fliH pnpoftd temfoaiia^ 
difo ^aadran ; yet it it pro* matters h tte w^’ OT'a^ltoriaf* 
bude, that aeitaer he nor the tien« 
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^leratioot ^iftt tUm* haviiw witbdtawn bit caiiii0A 4 aPf» 
ibvfral bacwKi und advanceo polls. Scill* however, ho 
* kqit the tanafifl|^.clofe^^ blocked up by land. But after the 
batde lW fortm^ his camp H CrofoeH^ retired to a greater 
difonce^ drew lines to prevent furprifes from the city, took 
poffeffion of, the eminences round Copenhagen^ and convert- 
ti the liege into a blockade, which continued until a peace 
was Agned. In eiFe£l, he now thought lefs of talking 
hagenf than of fruftracing the attempts of the allies of Den^ 
marL The eleftor of ^randenburgb had already entered Frede* 
Hilftiini and was preparing to pafs over to Zeland. Firft^ric’/ aU 
he went to Afen^ where he laid fiegc to Sanderbur^h^ the march 
ilrongeft fortrefs in the ifland, and took it. Hcri he like- 
wife made prifoners the Swedijh general Klauji^ and a corps ■ 
of fix hundred horfe and feme intantrv. ^He was, however, 
prevented from purfuiiig his Accefs by the fevtrity of the 
weather. ^ 

At Borhlm^ the inhabitants rofe in arms, attacked, and Several 
cut in pieces the Swedijh garrifon. Frederic was fo pleafed ndvanta^ 
with their loyally that he cbnfcrred fome new privileges ond'"^"*” 
the people, ind obftinatcly reCufccl to cede this Ifland when 
a peace ^as negotiating. The ipilitia of Norway^ under 
general Ivtrhwien^ had made thqnfelves mailers of Dron^ 
theim and all that bailliage, afeer^a fiege of eleven weeks. 

Several other advantages were gained by Denmark ; but yet 
the capital was not delivered from the attacics of Guftavut. 

His Swedijh majeily perceiving himfelf rid of a powerful 
enemy, by a treaty concluded with the czar of Mufiovy in ^ jj 
the beginning of the year 1659, and the allies of Denmark 15^^’ 
uniting againft him, determined upon making one general 
effort to gain CcjUnbafen^ before the froll lhouI 4 enable the 
cle&Or of Bramenburgh to pafs over on the ice. * Before he 
entered upon this defign of florming the city, he made feve- 
ral feints, aruf gave a variety of falfe alarms, in order to put 
Frederic off his guard, and weary out the garrifon with con- 7^^ 
tinual watching. He likewife engaged Cromwell's ^Sweden 

envoy, to go to Copenhagen^ and by exaggerating the ftrength re/ohes 
of the Swedijh army, and the great preparations making to upon 
ftorm the city, to intimidate Frederic: but Ulfeldy ft'.rming 
ilrove to recover the favour of his king, fenc intelligence of Copen- 
aU chat was dbne in the SweSfh carhp, and of the intention bagen. 
of Meadowu Certain propofals of peace were made by the 
Eng^flo envoy, and rejeAed, as diihonourable, by Fredmcy 
who demanded fiercely of Mtadowsy What fort of prince 

that mud be, who could tranfmit to pofierity his own 

Moo. HxsTr VoL.^XXXIJr^ • K k « dif- 
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Sift flT.pentnark. 

** 4Hbonour iindfr lus hand.?" The d^vU htmielf) 
*' added he, fiiall nevtr force me to thit.’' 

In efFed, Fr/dttic refolved to ftand the and €uf^, 

tavtis prepared every thing for ftorming the city on the 6th 
of January* Between fix aftd feven in the eveifing, the 
Swedes made a feint for a general attack y but the befieged, 
apprifed of their intention b/% fignal from fome fecrct 
friends, kept to their guard without being much alarmed. 
For that month Guflavus made feveral other manoeuvres of 
the fame nature ; but the inhabitants of Copenhagen having 
every thing in readinefs to ftand a general aflkult, paid but 
dittlc regard to all thefe menaces. 

J>tfpo/ttion Ending much time loft, without making 

cjtheaji progrefs in the fiege, he refolved upon ftorming the 
Jaulii^ city on tnc lOth of February* He ordered the foldicrs to put 
ihirts over their deaths, w^ich he imagined would con- 
ceal their march, as there was fnow on the ground, by 
rendering them of the fame coloif*, or rather appearance. 
By this llratagem, they came fo near the bcficgcJ, as. to 
touch them with their arms bef9re they were peu-ccived, and 
then bcgan|three attacks, all of them equally unfticc^sful 
and intrepid. Steinboek^ genefal of the artillerj', commanded 
the attack on the fide oft the citadel ; and the colmcls Dal- 
wig and Ferfer^ having furced the firft entrenchment, cut 
down the pallifadoes, letpyd into the ditch, and applied 
their ladders to the walls. Several of the foldicrs mounted, 
jiotwithftanding a furious fire was made from the bcficgcd ; 
but almoft all\hc officers being flain or wounded, the men 
loft courage, and all the endeavours of Steinboek could not 
prevail on them to continue the attack. 

The fccond attack was conduiSed^ith no lefs vigour, at 
Chrijiians-haven^ near the ifle of Atmck* cHere the befieged 
had broke the ice, and placed barges filled with cannon and 
mortars, from which they played as from btitterics. The 
Swedes made themfclves mafters of fome of thefe, and pufii- 
ed the attack fo brifkiy, that it was apprehended they would 
, fucceed on this fide 5 when, happily for the garrifon, colonel 
Swedes >vas flain, and immediately the ardour of the befiegers 

BANNJE R commanded the third attack ; h'h valour 
was confpicuous, and mote diftinguifhed than that of any 
other o^cr } yet fuch was the obftinate intrepidity of the 
befieged, that' he was taken prifoner, and his coiw totally 
debated. Day now began to appear, all the attacks faSed, 
and there was no proiped of forcing the city; Guftemus 
therefore returned to .his ^amp, extnmely chagrined with 
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hU diCippointmenu His lo& vm mat* and 

vable^ as fome of his befl; officers were |illed[ and taken prir 

Toners. ^ 

As^to king Frederic^ h(;was the whole night on horlt^redc- 
back, animating his troops by his prcfcncc and example, ric*i 
Jiftributing his orders, performing every duty of a great f^'fp{dMd 
Icing, and vigilant, able commander. Danger feemed to 
have given nerves to his body, and additional vigour to his • 
mijid. He w^as prefent every where, and gave fuch proofs « 
of undaunted 4>rowefs, as redoubled the courage and loyalty 
of his {*ubje£ls, and equally attra£l;ed their love and admi-* 
ration. 

This rcpulfe, however mortifying, did not fibiigc 
vus to relinquifli his defign of conquering Denmark, He 
fent count tValdec to reduce the ifland Langland^ where that 
general Joft an arm, and v^s foiled in the attempt* It was 
however fubdued foon after by JFrangel and count Horn, At 
Laaland the Swedes met with thcTame fuccefs **• 

• Ik the mean time a fleet, under lord Montague^ arrived in -fw Eng- 
the Souniy to watch the motion# of the Dutch fquadron, 
which he did fp clofely, that he prevented Opdhm from giving v 

any aflSftance to Frederic or his allies. The cIe£lor of man- ^ 
vA/z/wr^^bcficged Frederks-Odde^Pt^\xztii the garrifon to great 
ftraits, and at laft got poffeffion of the fortrels, from whence 
he propofed paffing into Fionia^ had he not been prevented 
by contrary winds. This defign was aftfrwarJs refumed, 
and the ifland attacked in three different pbccs at ilic fame 
time ; but rcpulfed by the vigorous meafures taken by Pen^ 
the Ertglijh commodore, who burnt all the boats belonging 
to the allies, and made 400 impcrialifts and 600 Branden- 
Iwghers prifoners. a 

C O P E If^UAG E N was ftill blocked’ *up, but not 
fo clofely as greatly to incommode the inhabitants. A France 
treaty was llruck up between England 7 it\A Francty by which wEng- 
they mutually engaged in labouring to cftablifti t);e peace of land ojer 
the Horih, Holland was folicited to accede to this treaty ; their me- 
and it was at length agreed among the three powers, that dintnn. 
they fliqpld declare againft either of the parties who Ihould 
rejea^quitablc terms. It was no eafy matter, however, to 
fix the Itandard of jufticc where prejudices reigned ftrongly, 
and intereff on one, fide or other took deep root., A cau- 
tionary claufe was therefore inferted, fpccifying, that fbould 
the mediators chance to differ among theinfelves, all a(^s 
performed in favour of cither of their allies (hould be 

^ Vid. Men)* du theval. p. 114, ct feq. 
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A. D. deemed adi of hoftility to each o^i^. Frame and E«gl<xni 
1659* annulled the third article of the treater of R^fchiU^ whetcbjf 
^be free navigation of the Baltic was rcfufed to foreign 
powers, and particularly foreign men of war prohibited 
from palSng the Sounds 

In conftquence of the cautionar7 claufe in the treaty bc^ 
tween En?land^ Franci^^nA. Holland^ lord Montague permitted 
admir.»f Vfdam to enter the harbour of Cepinhagen^ whereby 
the fiege was raifed, and that capital freed from ail danger ; 
but he denied Ruyter^ the other Dutch admiral, the liberty 
cf^joining him. This, however, he did foon after, and 
wanted to land 4Q00 men on account of a dangerous dif* 
temper and* fcarcity of provtfion that reijrned in the fleet ;• 
but/Trr</rr/Vwouldnotpermit them to land. Times were now 
changed, and his capital no longer flood in need^of that affift- 
ance which they afforded him out of neccffity, avid folcly 
from a regard 10 their otvr intereft. ?n a woro, he greatly 
refenud the artful conduit of the ftates general, and during 
the negotiation broke out into fcverc inveflives 
land, Whctl^cr it was rtiat the King’s bold freedom ODadc 
fome imprcffion on the minds of the Hcliandeirs^ or that they 
found their own intereft ftrongly conneAed with hjs, their 
conduct feemed to take a diflerent turn ; and, inftead of re« 
renting his acrimony, they jnore ftrongly cfpoufed his caufe. . 
Kogoti- Xhb mediators feemed nowto incline tothefide of FrederUf 

atnnsfor infifting upon terms for his intereft, of which the vidlc- 
afmee* monarch tff Szyeden loudly complained. He exclaimed 

in particular againft England^ calling the republic ingrateful 
to him, and blind to their own intereft, for refufing to iharr 
with him in the fpoils of ruined Denmark, At laft the Erg- 
Vjh fleet, on M’hich Guftamui founded bis chief hopes, dc« 
parted, allowing the Dutch the free liberty of a£ling in fa- 
vour of Denmark. This my lord Montague did, the more 
to oblige the parties to peace \ for both reTyin| on the albf- 
tance of their aUies, were the more diflicult wtth refpedl to 
terms. 

O P D 4 M commanded in chief, and RM)ter a (eparate 
fquadron uxidcr him. l^he latter^ refolving to prefit by the 
departure of the Engltjb admiral, fought means to attack the 
Su^XJh fleet at LeSJjhoan, He made feveral attempts to 
burn four (hips moored in the hirfiour, but failed in each. 
He then endeavoured to bombard Elfimre and Helfn^hatgh^ 
but was prevented by contrary winds, on which he returned 
to Copenhagen^ faying, that the elements confptred to comp 
penfate to Gujlefi^us the loft of his allies. By or« 

u :i of the Dutch ambalRdou, ''^eundeitook fcvcral 
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|erprire$, all of which prored abortive, %]tb<M^'they wtf« . 
contrived with prudence^ and executed with the nccef-«r * 
fdry oaution and courage. • At laft a defcenc on FinniM was 
determined, which, if iuccefsful, would greatly incommode; 

Gujiavtts^ and co-operatt greatly in terminating the nego-* 
liation of peace, now grown tedious. Ruyur let fail with 
the Dutch forces on board, after concerting mcafurcs for 
joining the imperialifts and Danes. All arrived off the ifland 
on the 8ch of Ncvmber^ efTetfled a landing, and pu(hcd their 
operations with fuch vigour, that the towns of Odenfee asid 
Car:emende furrendered, and the whole ifland in a fair 
way of being reduced, before Gujlavus^ at that time in the 
ifle of Faljire^' was apprifed of the motions of the fleet. The 
king of Sweden now determined to rcdeenpi by celerity and 
couragef what he had loft by the inaiSlivity of his generals* 

He fent immediate q^ers to tho^^Kince of Saltzbach to fight 
the enemy, and difpatched general Steenboek to reinforce him. 

Sieenboek arrived juft in time to witnefs, and bear a part in the 
defeat antT ruin of the Swedes. Both armies^engaged, and 
the imperialifts^ who led tlie attack in the center, were re* 
pulfed^ith prodigious lofs. TJic Danijh cavalry on the 
right were not more fucceisful ^ vidlory feemed ready to de- 
clare every where for the Swcde$y when general Schack gave 
orders to the Hollanders to adi^ance, which jthey did with fo 
much firmnefs and intrepidity, that firft the right wing of the 
Swedes was put in confufion and driven oft' the field ; and 
next the left wing, which had entrenched itfclf in ccrt^iin 
narrow defiles, was attacked. Supported by the Danijh ca- » 

valry, which had rallied and returned to the charge, the 
Dutch carried before them, retook the artilleiy and bag- 
gage that had fallen into the enemies hands, drove the ^ ^ * 
Swedes into ^ewkurghy and entirely defeated them w^'th pro- 
digious flaughter. As for the two Swedijh generals, they 
made their efeape through woods almoft impervious, reached 
the Ihore of the other fide of the ifland, and hy great re- 
wards engaged a fiCherman to carry them to Zelandy whither 
went with the difmal tidings of their misfortune. 
tjMN ihia the city of Newbteeigh was befieged and 
taken, after a vigorous rcfiftance. It will be but juflice to 
the Dutch to acknowledge, that the vidory was chiefly ob- 
tained by the coniu£k of and the intrepidity of gene- 

ral Sdbaeiy who commands the forces of HoUandi yet 
their moderation was fo great, and military difcipline fo 
exxSIy obferved, Aat whim the imperialifts and PeltSy and 
even the Ddnes^ weje pillag^i^ana deftroying the town of 

V S k 3 Newburgh^ 
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^ Nmlurghy no Dutchman ever ftirred from his poft, exceft 
'to retrain the barbarous avarice of the other allies. 

7 he loft on In Newhurgh were found i6o pieces of cannon, together 
the fide , with a great quantity of ammunition. Eleven regiments of 
of ths cavalry, the heft troops of StvedAif were made pri Toners, 
Swedes, and incorporated in the confederate army ; and of 70CO 
Swech% who began the engagement, there efcaped only the 
* two generds, Saltztach and Steenhoek^ with a flender rerinue 
of domcAics \ all the reft being taken or kitlcd in the field, 
in the purfuit, or in Nnthirgh, l‘he prifoners amounted to 
4000 ; on the fide of the allies the lofs was computed at 
about 500 flain, among which were feveral officers of dif- 
tin£lion. After all, this viftory was rather glorious to the 
confederate arms than important to Denmark ; the policy of 
Holland depriving Frederic of all the advantages wh^h natu- 
rally refulced from it. It* ,.*as not thevntereft of that repub- 
lie to opprefs Sweden^ or deftroy the bctllancc of power be- 
^ ® * tween the northern crowns. For this reafon Ru^er had or- 
• ders not to puffue his conquefts into Zeland^ nor turn the for- 
tune of war too much in favour of Denmark. Frederic was 
preffing with him to advance towards Copenhagen^ apd drive 
the Swedes out of theifland ^ but he pofitively declared, that 
the approaching winter reiidered it neceffary to withdraw 
the fleet out of the northern fcas, to prevent its being 
locked up by the froft, and expofed to the attempts of 
the enemy, whd would not fail to attack him upon the ice. 

All this while the negotiation went on ; and now the 
Danijh commiflioners made the rcllitution of Drontheim a 
neceffar)’ condition of peace. This what Gufavus had 
no mind to grant, as it would in a manner^eclare him the 
aggrefTor, and confcqucntly fubjeflt him to other oppreffive 
conditions. He therefore laboured for the mef'ns of conti- 
nuing the war, and retrieving the honour of his, arms j for 
which purpofe he aiTembled the ftates of Sweden^ Hence it 
was that the Dutch once more found it ncceflary to alter 
their politicks, and declare openly in favour of Denmark. 
JRvyter^ of confequence, failed to Copenhagen^ and^o his vi- 
A. D. g^l^nce excellent conduct the Danes owed the ffTety of 
i6bo. capital, on a third attack of the Swedes^ who were rc- 
pulfed with lofs, by the ftrong out-guards, admirably polled 
CulUvtts by Riyter • In a word, every thing tended to the renewal 
of the war, when, bapiuly for Denmark^ the magnanimoua 
Charbs Guflayus died* 

The mediators thought ^to profit by^this event. They 
urged king Frederic openly lb dbclarc ^is pacific intentional 
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and were aftonilhed to hear that generous prince loud in the 
paaifes,of his greateft enemy, and even latnenting the death 
of Guftavus with tears in bis eyes. He Teemed indeed averfe ^ 
to taicifigthe advantage which policy required, of the lofs of 
that monarch \ and at laft told the mediators, that he woul4 • 
let Sweden make the firft declaration of her defigns. The 
commiilaries were indeed fo forward in terminating 
a war, which muft be attended with great inconvenicncies 
durihg a new reign, that peace would foon have been con- 
cluded, had not^he French and Engl\fl> ambafladors too ftre* 
nuouily cfpoufed the intereft of the young king of Swedcjg^ 

It would be unneccflarily tedious to recite theprogfefs of this 
negotiation, in which each of the powers endeavoured to 
gam Tome particular advantage, at the cxpence of the others. 
bufEcient it is, that, after being retarded by a variety df cir- 
cumftancSs, a peace was at length concluded i the ambaf- Peare cen* 
fadors of the d liferent Rations waiA«^ oir the king and queen^ eluded^ 
to/elicitate them on/nis joyful event, which was proclaim- 
ed* by a gejieral difcnarge of the fmall arms and artillery in 
the Swedijh camm and of {he cannon on the rayiiparts of Cqt 
penhagen, ^ • 

By this peace the ftrong fortrqls of Cronenhurgb^ all the 
Danijh iflands in the Baltic^ and«the bailiiage of Drontheim^ 
were rellored to Frederic ; whil# the ifland of Rugen^ the 
provinces of Bleking^ Halland^ 2 nd Schoven^ were adjudged to 
Sweden. Several other particulars, of lefs coxiiideration. 


were inferted in this treaty. • 

Notw’^ithstanping the treaty of peace was now fign- The de - 
cd and ratified, by the parties concerned, its efFcits werq al- mands ef 
moft deftrpyed by tjje pretenfions of the duke of Holjlein^ *he duke of 
who fent coniq^ijlanes to Copenhagen^ with the* following 
propofitions, in confequence of the treaty of RofchilL 
li That the king Thould cede his claim to the duke’s domi- 
nions, as fiefs of his crown ; and no more look upon his 
highnefs as a vaflTal of Denmark 2. That his majefty fhould 
cede the bailiiage of Swabjlidcy and other territories fpecir 
fied. 3. That he fliould furrender the fortrefs QfRendburgh 
to his higlflnefs* 4. That he fhould abolilh the adminiftra- 
tionofthe regency, in the duchies of Holjlein and SUfwickn 
5, That his majefty Ihould reimburfe the duke in the ex- 
peaces of the war, and give fufficient fccurity for the per- 
formance of the above articles. Thefc, with a number of 
other propofitions, were redded, as infolent and exorbi- 
tant, by the court of Denmark y but the king of Sweden^ who 
was defirous of Jnnding the^ke Jnhis intereft, refufed to 
Hrichdraw his forces, before Tpf Agbnefs received full fatif- 

' fa^ioiit 
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f;uSl:ion. Orders wm even fent to the SwedtJH genanlU to 
recommence hoftflitiest in cafe Frederic pcrfifted in his 
fufal. Thus the Danes found themfelves confirained to 
yield to the duke’s remonftran6e8^ or engage a frefh in a 
war^ that had wholly drained the treafury, and cxhaufled 
the kingdom. The fovcrctgnty,* ^therefore, which the duke 
demanded, was granted \ but without prejudice to the an- 
cient union, between the ctown of Denmark and the duchies, 
to the rights of the crown over the bailliagc of SwahJiiA^ to 
the revenues of the chapter of Slejivic^ or^o feveral other 
lights and claims of Icfs confideration (A). 

Immediately after this peace it war that king Frederic 
applied himfelf d.Iigcntly to repair the diforders introduced 
into his dominions by the late ruinous war, and to form the 
plan which brought about tha( great revolution the con- 
ftitution of the Danijh government, which from a kind of 
ariflocracy, reduced it flir dic moft abMutc monarchy in Eu^ 
rope. There arc various conjeffures with refpeft to the fharc 
his majefty bore in this great evpnt. Some waiters wholly 
aferibe it to^he infolenceof the nobility, smd the united re- 
fentment of the people, ari/ing from unavoidable circurn*^ 
7 hecrvmn ftances. Others, on thecontrary, affirm, that h& majefty 
rendered fomented their divifions by \hc moft artful policy, in order to 
heredi^ cftablifli the royal prerogattvf on the ruins of public liberty/ 
tary* We have already given a diftind view of this revolution from 
the beft authority ; it is fufficient, therefore, that we obferve 
the sra in which it happened, and that if ever prince merited 
fo much confidence from his fubjeds, Frederic certainly had 
a chim to all the rights now put into his hands, as his cou- 
rage, policj^, and peifevcrance, had ceryiinly icfcued Denmark 
from the ^aws of perdition, at a time when it was in the 
moft imminent danger of becoming a province to Sweden^znd 
;a facrifice to the contending interefts of thofe ysyrtrsy who, 
\inder the names of allies and mediators, ftudied nothing 
bcfides their own en!io)umcnt, gt the expcnce both of Sweden 
and Denmark* 

We liavc feen that the fbrtrefs of Crenenhureh^ and the 
f 66 }• fflands of the Bahie^ were reftored by the late uea|y $ but 
it was with difficult the Swedes were perfuaded to evacuate 

(A) It may be proper to ob- engaged to pay for tkt Snvedijb 
fim, dmt jowAa^on the con- fecilements on the coaft of G«f. 
clufion of the peace, confenied are. The reader wili fiadadif- 
10 cede the 400,000 crowns, account of this tranfafiion 
whkfc the king of Dennmk in voL xeii. of our hidory. 
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them. Hcwcircr, the fpirited remonftranccs of Terlm^ the 
ambaflador, if we may credit hieffclf, had the efted, 
and obtained the full execution of the ticaty on both fidea^ 
Nownherc only remained to trouble Denmark^ a coldnc/s 
between the court and the duke of Holjiein^ occafioned by ) 
]ate treaty of alliance Ife concluded with Sweden. Pi efUric 
beheld with jealoufy fo Arid an union between the courts of 
Stockholm and Holjltin : he repeated the neccfTity he was un- 
ddr of ceding the undoubted rights of his crown to that 
prince ; but Ufe was forced to Aide his indignation, on ac* 
count of theunfcttled ftateof his dominions, arifing f^orn 
the late revolution and war. On the contr 4 r^,«the duke, 
encouraged by his alliance, and by the weak condition of 
Denmark^ pfopofed by the conjun<Sure, to cftablilh and ad** 
vance his own intereA agd independency. As he found 
great dTflacuity in maintaining the body of fianding forces 
wanted to completa his defignaf^e-propofed to the king of 
^Denmarky to divid/ the revenues of the duchies, which ufu- 
a!ly had }>een lodged in a common treafury. He defired, 
that each might be allowed to take money upon his own re* 
ceipt i althoi^h the intention of the common-treafury was, 
to prevent either party’s leyying,troops, without the confent 
and approbation of the other. mFrederic penetrated the duke’s 
intention, but not being in aciindition to break with Sweden^ 
he yielded at length to the ifnportunity of that prince ; but 
on condition, that the money (hould not be applied to the 
prejudice of Denmark^ and that all taxes levied on the du- 
chies, ihould continue to be brought, as uHjai, into the 
• common treafury ^ a circumftancc which the politic duke 
found means to t(u*n to his own advantage* 

ENGL4t N^ Holland \>c\v\g on the» eve of a rup* 

ture, the Dutch fent ambafladors to Copenhagen^ to engage 
/rr^/V’s #intereA, where they doubted not of fuccels; as 
the fervices they hadMone that prince were fo freOi in his 
mind, and the partiality which England had (hewn to Swe* 
dm fo evident and recent. But the king found it conve- 
nient to liften to the propofols of his Britannic rxxijtfky^ and 
iign th^ triple alliance between the courts of London^ Stock*^ 
Wif, and O^nbagen. In this treaty it was ftipulated, that 
neither king fhould harbour fuch perfons as were declared 
rebels in their own country ; by which article, bis Britannic 
niajefty had a view to the murderers of his father, and his 
Damfo m^efty to the famous count Ulfeld (A). 

^ Besides 

(A) We Save ifcii A is cosntry, rife to Ae higheft 

maa, after being ^f^-tofl)|Ss pil^h of power in Swdeuj nx- 
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Di/fuus 'Bif IDES this treaty with Englmd^ there were other moro 
Siiwet'fi powerful obftaclestto the alliance which the ftates-genemif. 
the kin^^" the United Provinces fought with Denmark. Thefc were, 
and the the behaviour of the Dutch faftesrs in Guinea^ and thaC def- 
Dutch z7- in trade this republic every where airun)ed« llie par- 

Soui tbi:tr ticulars of this quarrel Bofman relates minutely, but partl- 
Jit! emenu ^|| hj3 account of the coaft of Guinea ; and the reader 
* A explained in our 17th volume. Wc fliall 
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cxitCharJesGuJIa'vusxotYittoxi-- more fecurity abroad in e/Feiling 
quefl of Denmark^ and after- this revolution ; that he woujd 
wards iucoe ]i!s dirpteafure by be perfectly well received in 
thefecretcorrefpondencehecar- France hud Saveden, if he car- 
ried on at when that ried ihch propofnions to either 

city was beneged. (le was af- of thefc courts ; but that, as his 
ter wards ar relied by the court of dirfign was to give D^w:ark a 
Snvede/t, but releafed at German king, he firll applied 

terceHion of TerUttt the French himfelf l^ the elctlor, and could 
ambalfador ; foon after which afTure hifn V>f fuccefs, if he em« 
he thiew himfelf into the power braced the propofal. « 
of his natural Icing, whom he General Sfi^i immediately 
had fo grievoufly offended, by acquainted his Oiailcr with {//- 
promoting the late war, %vitii^ fecret, at which theicIcAor 

out the precaution of obtaining was ftruclc with horror. He 
his pardon. Ac CopenhageH% detelled the nerfidy of Ulfeldt 
he was arreff^dand fent priion hnd admired the fertility ot his 
er to Bornholm \ but afterwards genius in expedients to diilurb 
enlarged, and fuflbred, on his the repofe of his country. He 
parole, to go to the and gave immediate notice to Fre^ 
rciide for his health, in ihcAV- derU of Vlfd^s deligns. f//-^ 
thcrlnnds. From thence he wrote fdd^^ wife was arrcilcd in Eng* 
to count S^verhtf or as others land^ and fent prifoner to Cs« 
think from acquaint- penhagen \ and Ivaiifelf, finding 

jng that miniilcr with a fecret that ms projeds were blaftetf, 
of the tttmoil importance, which retreated to^^/, w^h his three 
he could intruft to no one be- fons. Here he lived as tutor to 
fides the eleftor of Brandon- three Dutch young Mntlemen, 
^jvr^himfelf. Theeleflor im- and was at length dilwveredb/ 
mediately fent general Span to a quarrel which one of his fons 
I'/fe/d. They met .at Bruges, had with a captain of^Zurick- 
and the count informed hitOt On this, chinking himfeli^ un- 
that the Danifi nobiUty,incenfcd iafe, he went up the Rhine, in an 
againff Frederic, had determin- open boat, and died of afevere 
cd to elc^ another king, and coldhecontraftedinhispaflagc; 
that the clergy joined in the thus ridding his kips and cooih 
confpiraev. That himfelf had try of the mod arif^ dangerona 
quitted Denmark to avoid their and prqirLling enemy they ever 
importuidcy, and to labour mevh terUn, ibid^ 

bp«< 



Tii Hiftory of Denmark. 

h^eonly relate, that the 2>a/ci^furmounted^Il difficulties, and 
at laft concluded a quadruple alliance with Dinmark^ the 
eleAor«of Brond^nburgh^ and the duke of BrunfwU ; from^ 
which the Dutch reaped this advantage, that their Eaji In- 
dia fleet found a fafe retreat in the harbour of Bergen in ' 
Norway^ and baffled, by this means, all the attempts of 
the earl of Smidwicby admiral of the Englifl) fleets in thofe 
feast 

Now it was that Ftederic^ difburthened* of all foreign 
wars by his alliances, and eafed of domcflic troubles by the 
late revolution, in confequence of which his prerogative was 
fo extravagantly extended, and the crown made* hereditary 
in his family, gave his whole attention to the affairs of com* 
mcrcc, promoting induftry, gaining the afledlion of his fub* 
jeds, an 4 watching over tHe education of the hereditary 
prince his fqn. Attended by count Parjberghy he 

lent the young prmce upon his travels \ firft to Holland^ 
from thence to England^ afterwards to France^ returning by 
the way oV Italy and Girntttny to his own dominions. In paf- 
fing through (^manyy the ^oung prince coifbeived fuch a 
pafflon^for the princefs CMrlottg Enuliay daughter to the 
landgrave of Hejiy that when ly came to Denmark^ he ufed 
his utmofl endeavours with hi^ father for permiffion to ad- 
drefs that lady. Propofals were accordingly made, accepted, 
and the nuptials confummated in the royaPpalace of O/na- 
lienhurghy on the i6th of May 1667, • 

HOLLAND had no fooner concluded peace with 
Englandy than the city of Amflerdam and the ftates general 
entered into dil'putes with Fredericy about certain fums of 
money lent him diffing the late war with Swed^rty and the 
duties exacted from Dutch (hipping in the ports of Norway. 
Thcfc littlejcontentions tended only to cool the friendlhip 
between the two poMrsrs, without any hazard of their oc- 
cafioning a rupture. In much the fame ftate were the 
courts of Denmark and H^ljietn \ they wrangled and difputcd 
about their claims ; but fo far were they from deciding their 
differences by arms, that they filcnccd them for a time by a 
famil^^alliance, the duke having efpoured the princefs Fre^ 
derica Emilia^ princefs of Denmark : notwitbftanding which 
the duke did not break his ei^agements with Sweaen^ nor 
renounce any of bis claims. Un the contrary, they were 
renewed in the year 1670, and the king was preparing to 
enforce his argument^’ith arms, when he was carried off 
by a chronical di6>ra^,^rft rnntra£ted by the fatigue he 
underwent during|lh«dtegt ^Ifis ^ital. 

For 
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Fon Tome ytzj^ he was afEiO^ed with a coQ|h, which H 
]aft affcAed his lufw, and was the caufe of his deaths ami 
of real forrow to nis peoplcni# It is fufficient praifii of this 
great monarchy that abfolute power, made hereditary in bis 
family io hts reign, fo far from alienating the afft£tions of 
the nobility, jealous to an excefs, for fo many ages, of their 
lib^rty.and independency, had rather more ftrongly engaged 
their attachment, by deftroying the feeds of difeontent and 
fafiibn* whiclf^had ever flouriihed in Demnar\ and fprung 
up as in their native foil and climate. Known to meric a 
crown by his valour, intrepidity, conftancy and prudence, 
the people voluntarily prefented their rights to him, and ne« 
ver repined under their greateft misfortunes at the facriftce 
they had made. When Dcumark was reduced to the ex* 
tremity, his fubjtds only redblle^led, that his virtues and 
magnanimity had encciiavcd the kingdom, and lamented 
that the power of the nobility fhould l^it talents fo formed 
for the public good. As foori as he was in poneflion of ab- 
folute government, he reftrained* his pafUon for glory, and 
applied himfflf to reflore frugaJ’ty among Hi^s people, to re- 
cftablifh his finances, to encourage merit, induftry, com- 
merce, to reward thofe wbq had ferved him with fidelity, to 
redrefs grievances, protefl the oppreded, relieve the indigent, < 
and approve himfelf the fatne^ of bis fubje£ts, and the friend 
of mankind (B^. 

f 

SECT. XVII. 


Thi Jnjiery deiced io the accejjien tf/n Frederic V. vtitb 
a Jketch of tabofe reign it concludes. 


JURIST I AN^ the oldeft (on of Frtderit lii. had been 
^ declared fuccefTor to his (ather, at a general diet of the 
ftatesy the year preceding that great event which made the 
aown hereditary in the family. He mounted the throne at 


(B) Fndirie III. left a nii» A third daaghttr manied the 
merous pofieii^. Hiseldeft fon cleAor Patatim ia idyi^ dying 
Chrifiiim, bom 1646, fneoeeded ia 1706. HU lecoadfim Gr«g«. 
to w dimae. HU daaghtcr cfj^fed Amt gueen of Grtof 
Amt* $^ki* asairitd thedeftar Britmn, aad diad ia 1708; and 
of Saiumjf ia 1666, aad dM ia Us yoaageft daa|hter VUic* £• 
1717/ FnJirit* Emti* was AwrejiruinaniMloCAerAiXr. 
mnied to the ddee of ia i6ot. 

CttbiTf in 1667, and died. * yo^V^' — - , 
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a time, and wHh drcumftancet t))at Ibrebsded him a reign 
Ao^more pacific chan the laft. Notwithftanding all the en* 
deavours of Trtderic^ his Ton found the kingdom filled with ^ 
croubles,,and contulion, the affairs of the ftatc in bad order, %it flau 
the whole fpecic of the kingdom drained by a tedious war tf Dcn- 
and heavy fubfidies ; and iaftly, a variety of altercations 
abroad with different Kates, particularly Stu^cLn^ HMand^ Chrif- 
l<md the dukes of Uolfiiin^ Gottorpj and Ploen. tian’/^r- 

the time that Sweden had broke the knot of union, 
which kept her in a kind of dependency on Denmark^ Ihc had 
by large ftrides elevated herfelf above h':r neighbours, and 
became formidable, through the courage and vigour of her 
monarchs, to all Europe, bhc haJ made conqueil^ on all 
Tides, but the chief were the provinces wiefted froin Denmark 
and N^rwof. From the latter Kic had taken the provinces of j ^ 
yempterlarul and Herendahlenj^^Liid from the latter a tradt of the flan of 
land which fecured her frontier , by mak ing the Sotmd the Sweden, 
boundery of her dominions on tne xiit oi Denmark. 'Fhcfc, • 
ami a multitude of od)er reafons, coiifpircd to point out the 
neceffity of CAn//iVyr*s'ty[itung himfelf in condition to retrain 
the ambition, make head againft this jafpiring and 
powerful monarchy. With this view he dircdled that the 
fortificanonslDf all the cities ihouief be repaired, and each put 
in a Kate of defence \ that new fottredes fliould be built in all 
places expofed to the infults oC tlhofe turbulent neighbours % 
that military difeipline might be cKablifhed among his troops, 
the command of which he gave to the moft experienced of* 
ficers, whofe attachment to his perfon, and fidelity to the 
public, were approved ; and laitly, he minutely examined 
the Kate of the revenue, and laboured to fet it upon the beft 
footing, without cp(lrcffing the people. 

Th£ duke Of Gott:rp*% clofe alliance with Svbedcn^ gave 
Chn/tian umbrage, aijd his endeavours to break off the Dijftnma$ 
treaty between thefe powers, introduced difputes between ketwea 
him and the duke, which they both cenfented to terminate 
amicably, at an interview appointed at Rjendiburgh. I'hicber 
the duke went, and was received by a general difeharge 
the artil!^ mounted on the ramparts. His majeKy paving 
immediately after bis arrival received advice, that the Swedef A. D. 
were defeated by the ele£h>r of Brandenhurgb^ acquainted 1674. 
his highnefs, that be propofed marching with all hfi forces 
a^ainff the enemies of the empire and expeded that his 
highnefs would not, in confequence of his alliance with 
Swedirty do any thing^to moIeK his dominions during fats ab* 
fence. The hefitsqin^ a reply, ^ and defiring tknc to con- 
‘ ^ * fidcr 
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Met the king’s dmihiHi, Chri/um ordered the gates of 
Rjtndfiurgh to be fliur, in order to prevent the duke from 
giving orders to fiis governors to oppofe his defign, or of %p- < 
prizing Sweden of the mcafures he had concerted, Intimi* 
dated with a proceeding fo vigorous and unexpeiled, his 
highnefs complied not only with the king’s demand, but 
agreed to relieve a Danijh garrifon in Tonningen^ which was 
done without delay, Chiftim being equally prompt in cxe^ 
curing, and prudent in concerting his projeds, ,, 

This afiion was highly blamed by the j!nemies of Den- 
mart. The kin" was accufed of a breach of his word, and 
tiolation of the Taws of bofpitality. It was reported, and 
induftri'61/fly propagated, that bis highnefs was confined to 
his chamber, a guard fet over him, and his perfon infultcd ; 
nay, his life threatened if he refufed to comply, circum- 
ftances fufficicntly refuted by the treaty, foon , after con- 
cluded between Denmark and Holftdn^ as well as by the 
moft authentic documentlTuf this tram&tSion. Befides, it is 
certain, that had he laid any rcilraint\n the duke’s perfon, 
he might have Jbecn fairly juftihccl by the laws of nations, as 
at the very time when the gates were fh^t, it is well aticfted 
that certain letters and projects which i/lkimatcd designs 
againfl Denmark^ were fbund among the paj^rs Of baron 
Kielmany firft minifier of Holftein K In fadt, however, no 
violence was done to his highnefs, and the gates of Rends* 
burgh were &ut with no other view than to prevent his dif- 
concerting the king’s mcafures ; a circumfiancc unpreme- 
ditated, and arifing folely from the intelligence juft received 
from Germany. We are aflured from undoubted teftimony, 
that the king and prince George frequently viftted the duke, 
during his refidence at Rend/burghy andt-that they teftified for 
each other the warmeft friendihip, and proved the fincerity 
of their profeilions, by the treaty which immediately fol- 
lowed. By this the duke renouncfu. the fovdlTeignty be af- 
fumed by the treaty of Rrfehild^ reftoring the ancient union 
between the two tbtes, upon the footing eiiabliflied by the 
anjpeftors of both princes. Upon his return to his own do- 
minioffs, he ratified the treaty concluded at Rendjburgby and 
r ^ 9 Ha V . patent whereby Frederic III. had maefe ^m in- 

dependent on the crown of Denmark. He likewife formally 
ceded all claim to the advantages which be extorted durif]^ 
the late reign, at the conclufmn of the general peace, and 
obliged his brother, the biihop of Lubec^ to do the fame. In 
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a Ivordy after his majefty^s return to C^^ptnha^en^ he recent j 
a letter wrote by the duke’s own hand, afluring him of the 
Atisfidion he received in being thus rci^onciled to his ma- ^ 
jefty ; and protefling, that it would be his utmoft care 
cultivate his majefty’s fricAd(hip» and the ancient and na- 
tural amity between the two families, from which he ha^ 
been artfully drawn by‘^hc fuggeftions of his majefty's ene- 
mies, Thefc circumftances vtt think quite fufficient to vin- 
dicate his majefty’seharafler, from the falfe afperfions thrown 

at that time* and weakly tranfmitted by fubfequent • 
hiftorians to'poftcrity, in denance of truth, honoui, and 
juflice. j A. n. 

CHRISTIAN was nofooner at eafe with lylpcft to the 
houfc of H:lfictnj than he openly declared war againft Th 
Sweden^ and joined his fleet to Dutch fquadron in 
Baltic. The duchy of B^anen was the more immediate 
caufc of this rupture, and it afterwards became the fubjeft ot'^weden. 
a flranjjc labyrinth of inttiguor r*w|pfiation and wrangling. 

His majefty ordcrc/ wai> to be proclaimed by fca and land, 
detcrminipg to a^^A^oroufly againft the SurdcSf v'hofe rf 
fe£ls wcrs^lcizei^inA^^ porij ; but the q;a/ci} was averfe to 
tlje war^^i ihj nniAiftry*cntercd fo much into hci fenti- 
mentff that the faireft occafion of humbling Sweden was 
loft, by their dilatory preparations. lhjln'hr\ 

Thk firft hoftilitics commenced at fea, two Danifi 
attacked a Sucdijh man of* war ftationcj off the fort of 
Brunjhuyfcn \ the adllon w»as ftiarp, but of Ihort dtiraiion, 
one of the Danifly vcflcls being funk, and the other forced to 
make off. This lofs the Danes repaired by taking a fleet of 
*SivrdiJh merchantmen* 

While the war wcntbrilkly on by fca, his majefty and 
the clctiftor Bin hdinhurgh-hTiA an interview at 

bafeh^ to concert the ope^tions of the campaign. Here ^ 
was dcteriain^fl thal Clj'rijVan fhould attack Dam^arien^ X/^hr ff 
while the troops cd JSSiienlurgh^ Brandenhurghy Murfur^ and Rrandcn- 
of the other allies, fliould cmplcw their whole force againft burgh. 
Demmen and TribeSy a town of Pomerania. His. Danijh ma- 
jefty arrived at DamgarUn on the 2d of OBcheVy wh^e count 
Koni^hltirck defended the paflage of the river Rechnihy to the Ue forfes 
laft &tremity, and had a hor(e (hot under him. At laft iheaht^ jJrong 
poft was forced in the night, and the Swedes obliged to re- pop cf 
treat However, as they broke dow.n all the bridges behind Darngii* 
them, his majefty was compelled to relinquifh the 
fuit 
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Next be marchcc^.tow^s Strai^mdi and havtog 
elefior of Braeimhurgh' ni the neighbourhood of that t^ ^ 
it was concerted that hts majefty^s next operations feouldl^ 
againft ll^tjewr. The winter was now far advanced, the 
^ity of IViJmar and cafiljs fupplied with all ncccfiTariet 

from LvbiC^ Such Affieulties, however, could not damp the 
Vpirit of Chrijiian. He levelled lais artillery againft two 
batteries at the mouth of the harbour, built to fecure a paf- 
fage to the town ; and at the fame time made his approaches 
before the town from three different quarters. The trenc^c^*" 
were opened with extreme diligence on all hands ; five bat- 
terjes played inceflantly upon the befieged, with thirty-fix 
pieces ofsannon and five mortars. Bombs and ignited bul- 
lets were pdured into the town as thick as hail, the boufes 
reduced to aibes, and garrifon and Inhabitants to the moft 
deplorable fituation. Aihip of 46 guns, llationed before 
fort Baleintf was taken, and thd ^arrilbn of the fort fo inti- 
midated by the intrepkVsyipf'j^i5Z)^?:fj» that they furrcndcr- 
cd at diferetion. Still, however, held out for fomc 

days; and though the garrifon was ala^nicd by the enemy 
fuccefs, and grc'vly harraffed with and continual 

watching, yet’ ftilr their courage ih%dauntc’^ Every 
thing was attempted in thfjr own defence. Alter "g^ing'a 
falfe alarm on the left of th^ king’s camp, a ftrong body of 
foldters and burghers fallicd^out on the right, fought defpe- 
ratehs but were repulfed with lofs. 

To prevent fiich failles for the future, his majefty ordered 
caltrops to be placed round the camp. lie fent three bur- 
ghers, prifoners, back to the city, with orders to acquaint 
the inhabitants, that he would inftamly hang up all the. 
burghers who fhould be taken in the fallies ; and he alfo 
drove back into the city fevcral women ^ho had been feat 
out, tofave proviflon, many of whom perjfbecTVith hunger. 
Befides the vigorous refiftance of vhe t^’Acged^ hg had to en- 
counter with natural inconvcnienck:. of li'tuation, which 
greatly retarded his approaches. /Vlfmar was furrounded 
with marftes, which his majefty ^und it neceffary 10 
drain, ^both for the health and convcniency of the fbl- 
diers, to render his approaches praSicablcv This 
he attempted with engines eredted with great expenc' and 
l9d>our; but the toil was cndlefs, the continual ^rains, 
and neighbouring fprings and rivulets filling them at^ 
liiff as mey were emptied. Finding this expedient fruk^ 
lefs, he contrived to dam up the waters, and keep hit 
camp dry by dykes and' ditches driver round. Howeveft 
thelhow and cold weather beemnin*^ unfrffcrablc^ thefoldi*- 



} aii4e«m^<)ficeirir.littigued«uth banl 
^ttarMiB^plaiots of tlwk^’a nU^eU ui mufertakiug 
fif|a|n|d<iD« * fie»» when the ikafoa was fo far advanced. At 
dmc di^Mtdyed caaox Kmgfiiuirk with 

ftrmg ottaclMnetit to Awce a paflage into Uie town* in which 
b« was ^(anpoim^ bj the ktiig*s vigilance. In fpite of all ‘ 
diUcultictf Okrjfiim determined to ftorm the town in breach, 
■'and to pa6 ov^ the marlhes upon light wooden bridges, con* 
; tii K< ; fl tpf die putpofe.^ The cwenty>firft of Dteemitr was 
fixed for the ptu,ck. Early in die morning the troops bean 
to ^le over, three a-brcaft ; and though they were mUeraoly 
g^led tw the grape-fliot and muficetry of the befieged, ydt, 
animated by the prefenoe and example of their monarch, they 
marched on, letdng danger at defiance. The attack on fort 
SfmrbHrt was led by the d^uke of where he was 

reindfcd. . Qencral RtftutranHt was more fuccefsful in the at* 
taw on the new works on the fide of .^^Uabtrg^g^ae, which 
he carried with little jtopofideijr^Two hours ato the gover* 
nor demanded a nimy,.elnd oSerei terms of capitulation, 
which his majefiy JMI^d. For ten weeks be had defended 
himfelf widrgreaAa,^]giog'Wnd condu£l-:' the garrifon had 
fufi aifis d'‘ dfil B fie rlfCT hardfh^ from cold, fatigue, and hun> 
eer ; th^ hpd for 'fevcral days bee& reftrided to a fcanty fob* 
fiftence, hardly foflicieiit to keep them from perilhing ; yet 
nojfoing but the clamours of the burghers could oblige tbm 
to lurrender. 


The fame day on which the king made himfelf mailer of Rebnitx 
IVifmar^ genei?! Artnfiarff appeared before Rtiaitz, with vJurrtn^a 
detachment of Daatt and BrmdtHburgen, The SwaJiJh gar- ** th$ al- 
r^on, not exceeding four himdred men, finding their endea- 
your to defend the |^aee would be vain, fiirtendered on the 
firft.fiuiiiii0n8 t'hnd the ptMon^ were equally divided between 
the troops of, the king |nl (woor. Several other enterprizes Sevtral 
were projedc? i*%iduu4n^ others an attempt on the ifl^ of Mier ad- 
IbigsM, to whi<fo Griffenf^-t wdio had fectetly oppof^ the vantaget 
war, put aftop, pteteoding that he bad ceitaur intel-^^'*'^ 
lig^ace of an intended defoent on ZaabmJ, as foon as foe firoft the 
came on:, foe expedition to he beaded by foe youngKiiw of Swede*. 
Smda, 1^ iwue^gsve credit to foe report of his mintuer, 
iclinwnflicd the osfi^. returned to and found he 

WSlcdmhnBd. In m mean time he had otdeced his fleet, 
o o m e ten d e d by admiral AtUatr, to covet hia ca(HUl, as be 
wm too weak, though jcioed by the DtOabm to ad oSien* 
fowfy (A). 

For- 


(A) Here it was th^ 
firnwus officer died,j4a 'he 
Mon. Hist, ' 


egret of hi* mi^efly, and all 
irdl.'jtilher* to Dtamari, before 
h\, • he 
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A. D. Fortone \m not rndte fevonttble this camt||»i^ to ^ 
1676. Swedes than it hadtboKn the former. The allied fmes cop* 
einticd during the wilder to blocit.up Carle/tadtf and reduced 
'^tbe ^arrifon to fiich extremities^ that the fortrefs watjfiirren-* 
Carlofladt dertd early in the furkntier. His Danijh majefty demanded Car* 
Uiken hy ^hfladt\ and the other allies took tlie alarm^ as he formed the 
the king, fetnc preienfions to Stade^ which would have made him mailer 
both of the IVefer and the Elbe \ but this laft city was ftill in ' 
« the hands of the Swedes. However, the contention rofe hi^ 4 ft . 
the bifliop of Muufter.^ the duke of Lunenburg^ and the c^cc- 
to/, all oppofed his demand ; apd though the conqueft was 
yet remote and precarious^ yet it is certain their dirputes about 
the imaginary fpoi! was of the greatefi prejudice to the ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

It gave great uneamiefs to the ftates of Holland to fee their 
allies ‘neglcdl real conquefts Wr dtfputes about cities which 
, pofltbly might never acvtJi their power. They propofed 
an expedient ; and matters Wen^;^ fo ftjr, that a treaty was 
drawn up^ and approved by the amb^^ois of the fevcral 
princes 5 but it'^me to nothing, ai .’j^f/^jfnafters refufed to 
ratify it. * ’“Y' ^ ^ 

In the mean time the S-ut^des loft no oppouuniiy 61 
the enemy. The garrtfon pf Stade had fermed, during the 
winter, a feheme of furprifipg Altena ; but the defign was de- 
feated by the vigilant mca&rdt of the Danijh garrifon. Se- 
veral other attempts they made were equally unfucccfsful •, and 
one may fay, thut fortune rather forfook the arms of Sweden 
than cither courage, condudl, or pcrfcvcrancc. 

Chriftlan’j This year it was that his majefty wrote to the regency of 
difpute Luhcck^ exhorting them to carry on no correfpondence with 
tie Svk^den 5 and threatening to kpep no tertSls with that fCpubliCy 
Lu- refufed to break off heiVonrtflions with the' enemies 
fccck. Sqoh after heN in t)iis Remand, and 

infiftod only, that the Luhtekers carry no contraband 

good*! into or fuch as wer^' fpecified in the trea^of 

commVrcc between Denmark and' Lubeck. Having finimed 
this aflnir to his fatisfadion, he gave orders for augmenting 
bis trodps ; andHtb raife funds for puftiing the war ou vigoroiii- 
ly, he impofed a poll-tax on all his fuljedts, coHedltng it is 
a certain proportion, according to their nippoied abdtttea. A 
nnbleman paid two rixddlars ; an oflker, or placeman of diF> 
tindion, one rixdollaf } a dodor two marks j a i»en;hiiit» 

he had an opportunity of figna^ the Fiction fleet, and gainUd 
liainghiinrelfagainfl the5uvi«r. battles over the 

He had foimerly comm^.idc^ '^'^ke ^i). * 

. (i) ^-u'. Maunitml' hb. 
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i0m-kiwper» cnt burgher^ half a crown ; a anechanic one (bl ; 
aoo ib in proportion to the Idweft rank of people. This 
• cajfwas papbie at two yearly inilalmenti, and was fuppofed * 
would ^oouce (even hundred ^thoufand rixdoliars. To puOi ^ 
his levies with the more fuccefs, he alfo ordained, that no 
tradcfinan Ihould keep abov^ one journeyman and a boy ; rc« * 
gulations equally injurious to. commerce, and opprefTive of the 
.^irit of induftry in general ; but necefTary to forward the 

and ambition of Chrifiian. ^ ^ 

^ the wori^ was furprifed at the directions which hisTonnfn- 

majeuy gave for difmantltng 'Tonningen^ and blowing up the 
fortifications, after they had coft the government iinmcnfe^V^’**^- 
Turns in building and repairing. It was conjeCtured,^ diat his 
majeffy had given thefe orders on receiving advice, that an 
Engl\/h ambaiVador was on his way to foilicit the reftitution of 
this place tp the duke of Hclftmn \ but this was no more than 
conjecture, without any pofitive autborj{y.. 

If the puWic behelAwithSrfpfw the demolition of 7i«- 
kingen^ they were fliU^rorfl^uonifhed at the downfall of the if- 

chancellor V^iking’s chief mini^ and favou- 

rite, whom ranltttf the 

hono'b^ J^VCTbrrants of the kin^om. Some of his let* 
terv-tiavirfg been inrercepted, the king gave orders to general 
'i/tnnfdorff^ and three other lords, about three o'clock in the 
morning, to invert the houfc of ihe^burgomsfter Falkei\ tvho 
was privy to all the miniftcr's fecrcts. The general executed 
his orders fo fccrctly, that he feized on Falker'^ perfon and pa- 
pers without the leaft noife, or being perceived by any one, 
and committed him prifoncr, with all his domcftlcs. Grijfen^ 

,who had no fufpicion of what happened, went as ufuat 
to court at feven in t<le morning. He was met in the anti- 
Chamber by gcnftral Arenf^f^ho inquired w^erc he was 
going at fo earl y an h our vm\^K\c\\ Gr 'tjjinfcldt anfivered, he 
was going to had better (Tep to (he libra- 

ry, replies the general, asfnis majefty is not to be diflurlAd, 
and follow me without noife.*' The minifter had aii jm- 

S diate foreboding of his fall j and cried out, as he weny af- 
the genc&il, If thefe are the king's orders, 'tis protcr I 
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^ Heavens, whence comes i*his difgrace ! 

^When Crifftnfeldt was committed, his rnajefty gave di- 
frbdious that all the chancellor's debtors and creditors fhoutd 
^ carry tbjrir accounts to the treaforcr. Soon after baron KitU 
man and hb three Tons were likcwtfo arrefted ; and fo fearful 
was the duke of Holfttin ^ his ownperfon, that he cfoaped by 
nigjbt to Hmniurgb^ with fuch di(p^h, that be 

idlled two horfea by tbh way. ^liftfirCf<>^uddcB imprifonroenrs 
occadtoned great fpeculation. 4 Ifor fomc time the people con* 
■ r m\ 0m d xluded 
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eluded that fome ^Mgeraus coplpracy againft Aeftite»^ 
his maiefty’s peifcm, bad been di^ered. Mct fpoke 
^ ferently of this proceeding i but the Damt 

• thouffh KhtmoH and his childien were the fid))C& and ^if- 
tersof the duke of Hotfiant it was juftifiable ui his maji^ to 

* fecure their perfoiit, as they were always bitter enemws of 
Denmark^ and had by their pernicious counfeU 

preat confufion in their niafter’ s affair s, a nd occafionra aUthM 
ouartcls between him and the king. They were befideftta»4 
with having entered DtnffutTk in a hoffile manner during tl^ 
Jaft war, and committed cruel ravages iti different parts rfhia 
maieftv’s dominions. Befides, old Kttlman was cimvioM of 
having pnWilhed bitter libels againft the king, both at Lon- 

don and Frankfort. . , r u 

GRI'FFENFELDI^ was examined, for tne nrlt time, on 
the twenty-fifth of Jprit , but'‘he obftinately refufed to anfwcr 
to the charge, and wa; di(ra#d from the court as refraaory, 
with acautwn from the fifcal, V.t, if »e perfifted inhisfilence, 
he (hould be condemned as a vVx'.uM^ mute, whofe ^uilt 
rendered it jlai«erous for hiin.to av ‘he queftions pro- 

pp fr^t The c^e for whicH*-..- wm corruption 

Snd venality in diftributlng jufticc, andjthe <ale * 

for his maiefty did not cart to lay open the fccrets of Hate, by 
proving him guilty of ttpafon. Jnftanccs of both were lb 
dearly and circumftantiallf proved, that he was condemned 
to lofc his head i though that fentence was not executed, his 
maiefty havirit reprieved him on the fcaffold, but coirfcmnrf 
him to perpetual imprifonment. His aims were, however, 
firft broke j and the executioner was juft ready to fever -the 
h«d from the body when his 

he was conduaed to prifoit, with boSks, Jjke a fcbool-boy, 

under his arcn« Vt ^ . . 

Not Idng after was tftM, trial, and 

deifmed by the fame judges to, .v^S^o fingers of his ngb« 
h Jd, to U expofcd for ^ quartej of an ^ on a gibbet, an^ 
thc^ to be conduaed wt of tU town by the hangman, and 

beiiig'^us delivered of a fahhfefs miniftd, 
who tiaverfed aH his defigns, by holding a toec 
dence with the enemies of bU ctwntry, and undoubted!? 
betrayed the fleeu and army„ 

mand^ each, in whom hemigto con^. Imiheaately thi 
Stadc it- army WV ordered to march to Sindt. v^ich cuy h^<o‘ 

C^eeJ. tim/ been 'SS 

1;^ ^ fcr, U. Of > ^ 
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mm ddirous of imintsininff die Smdfs in Srmeft^ 

^ and of declaring war afrefti againi^ with which he 

bad concluded pe^ only from necdhty. # 

Wh%n the M\t$ made their appearance before Stade^ the 
garrifon confifted of three thoufara men, and the burghers# 
were refolved to take arm^S ^ but a dyfentery prevailed among 
^ ‘^hoth, and fwept off great numbers. Befides, the town had 
latiL jn no ftore of provifiom, and the men were reftriif^ed to 
‘ a ccirtain allowance on the firft approaches of the enemy. 
Hod wver, as it waa open to the river, and the Munjktr forces 
were negligent in their duty, the garrifon found means So 
draw in fome fuppiies, before the benegers had enou^ puihed 
their works to prevent them. 

To cut off this advantage, the allies refolved to attack 
fore which commanded the communication of the 

town with the water ; and began fo furious a cannonading, 
that it was laid in ruins in foort time, and all the artil- 
lery difmountcd. XiVa commandant hung out a white 

Jmg ; but the allic!s^^j|l^ him thC honours^f war, he rc- 
folvcd to dg^imd Ji> ji^^trem ity % ikffl now holtilities 

rces'mm*^*' ^‘^j^iMredbuDtea fo At Jail, finding the place 
nolbngtr tcnablef he determined •upon a fallv, and cutting 
^ his way through the bclicgers to^hc town. The effort was 
* brave, but unfuccefsful \ for hf ftras taken prifoner, with all 
his men. • 


Fort Gajiorp^ another ftrong out-fwft, run^endered a Ihort 
time after the reduflion of Swing. Three men of war ap- 
peared off Stade^ with intention to throw in provifions and 
ifores of all kinds ; but the diligence of general Arenjdorff 
rendered their attei^pts vain, though his vigilance could not 
prevent their Iwiding foiK mep at BrunJbuttU and Bracktorjf^ 


:ing the in- 


and fetting &e to a nui^^W villages, after piilpging the in- 
habitants. the Swedijh admiraL per- 

ceiving he could noi^^icv Stadt^ fet fail for Gottinhur/L and 
narrowly efcaped commoofre Bajliaenx^ who lay with ^Iqua- 
1, dron to intercept him. 

Immediately on the departure of the Swedijb ft 


Immediately on the departure of the Swedijb ft«t, theS 
ibefieggrs Advanced their works \ but having certain adUce that/< 
p^tfie twn was in great want of provifions, they altered their^^ 
' iiiteiition of ftonping it to a kind of blockade, as famine 
would foon oblige the garrifon to furrender, without any lofs 
to the confederates. At laft, on the thirteenth of Augufl^ the 
governor figned a capitulation, the town was put into the 
bands of the allies, tft^^ to beoome a bone of contention, 
until their diftScienro teaninaied by a new divifion of 
their cooquefis. * a 


S»7 


nUtUm 


While 
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The opera- Whiie the coQfcda’ate army lay before Staie^ Van 
ti m of the arrived at Copenhagen with the fliips of Jmjltndam and RottUr^ 
Baiii/li ^'danty and was received by the Jcing with all poi&ble ^refpeSf 
being honoured with the order of the Elephant. His^maiefty 
* deliberated with him about the n^eflary operations; ana the 
refult was, that feveral Danijh {hips, tvhich had been laid up, 
{hould be equipped with all poflible expedition ; the Danijh^d* \ 
, miral Juel^ cruizing in the Baltick^ reinforced with eight-fibMit , 

men of war, and/^f7« Tramp to follow, as foon^s the reft o| the 
flcercould be got ready. Juel had fcarcqlrcceived this rein* 
forcenicnt when he fell in with two Swtiijh men of war, one 
of wliicfl he burnt, having taken the other. He then ftcered 
for the iiland of Gothland^ landed his men, in.fpite of all the 
rcfiftancc made by count Oxenjikrn the governor, whom, af- 
ter a vigorous and fharp engagement, he drove into Ti'lflty. 
Af:er nuking himfclf of the whole ifland, except the 

c apital, he laid iiege by fea*atft*^.and t^ ^nd was not 

long before he obliged the govrrnfh.jo^^itulafe, the inhabi- 
tants of the ifl^ad in gem ral ardent dtiht 

to return und?r an 

cath of allegiance from the inhabitants in Lenenc**:^ J:;foftic8 
as well as hnes, he left a ^anifon of five hundred "merf ‘in., 
//7//v, and piiitvo fca, where he was again rciniorced with fix 
Dunijh and DutJ? men of wa». 

On tin; fiiii he deferied the fleet, confiding 

of foity-four fail, bcfulcs tenders and fmall vcflels. On the 
fourth he came up with the Sxvedtjh admiral, and begun the 
engagement at fix in the morning, between the coaft of Scha- 
nen and the illc of Bornhalm, The Sicedes were fuperior ifi 
fotcc; but they contented thcmfdves wtt^ cannonading, with* 
out coining to a clofc engagt^cn/ j or attcnlpting to board. 
In this ^«/7»had tUe advantage^i^^fabled five of the ene- 
my's /hips; but was prevented iVolif purfuing and 

makiig piizc of them. Next daathc fight was renewed at 
the fine hour ; the Sxced'fjh admir/l, having the wind a-ftern, 
bcarin; up as if he intended coming to a very clofc engage^ 
tncnt;lbut this he declined a fccond tHnc, Afyfr a can-^^ 
nonadmg of four hours, and making focne s^einpts j;o 
firoy each other by fire '(hips, both admirals mired, as if by^ ^ 
voluntary confent, without any confidcrable advantage gained 
on cither fide. The Swedes^ indeed, loft one galitoc of ten 
guns end ihfttv men, had five {hips diTabled, and were even, if 
Wt* may credit the Dardjh accounts, forced to retreat each day. 

'fne news of this battle was fc^e aj^rived at Cspenhaigen^ 
when Fan Tramp put to fea Jquadron of four D^Jh 

and three Dutch men of war to ccinfcrcc yud^ ThcHKeW 
joined prt the feventh ol^y««c,,anJ^nc^t#*d:iy every thing was 



5*9 


9%e U^ifty ^ Denmaflc. 

fffepared /or a third engagemeiit ; but it waa the eleventh be- 
fore the battle began> coiurafy winds preventing the confede- 
rate fleet from coming up whh the enemy. In the very begin- J Tmpkit 
ning of the fight the Swedijh admirars fliip, moutrJng ou/ofiiUry 
hundred and four guns (A), was blown up. The reft of thce/vmW 
fleet, difeouraged with fo unfortunate an accident, would have tbi 
-^yetreated; but they were attached on every fide by the Dutch '^^’^di(h 
* ^i^BaniJh admirals. Neceifity obliged them to Qand in their 
owr, defence, and they fought for a long time with great re- « 
folution } but wCre^t laft forced to give way, and leave an 
undoubted m the faperior (hill and good fortune 

yuel and Van Trmp^ after loiing ten of their larjeft (hips 
one frigate of fixteen guns, and levcral other fm^Iei vcflels. 

In the letter which the Dutch admiral wrote to the Hates, he 
claims to himfell the chief glory of this vidlory ; but with 
little reafon, if we can rely on the Danijh and Swedijh ac- 
counts, whq agree, ihTXjucljfli all 4us officers performed all 
that could be cxpe<^d irofj^lfne moil experienced and refolute 
..fiaiimanders. .1,/^ 

After tJTjj furrcnji<fcd to the allies; 

thc^h, tr nSfrative, wc related it previous 

to wanra£lion# Indeed the Siutdi/h arms were not more 
' fuccefeful by land than by fca. •The eledtor of Brmdmburg 
obliged them to raife the fiege of«the citadel of IVolgaJi^ and 
afterwards took Penemunde. Scfvcral other diferaccs followed, 
and Sweden >vas falling as low in military elVtmacion as fhc 
bad been raifed high in the preceding reigny and ever iince 
Guftavm Adolphm afeended that throne. 

• CHRISTIAN intent on drawing fomc advantage from Chriflian 
the vidlory gained b]^his fleet. He ordered Tremp to make a ?nakes a 
defeent on Sebo^fn on the one iUe, while he entered the pro- de/cent on 
vince at the head of a^irnry^n the other. Tromp imme- iithonen. 
diately appearing with a f^uadroi; be- 

fore Ujiadty fummotfRftfljr governor to furrender. V^teny 
who commanded, font ba& an anfwcr by the trumpet/thae 
,^as he had the honour of b»ng intruded by his king win the 

K *'rtrcfs, he would defend it to the laft extremity. Trom ini- 
ediately Ordered in a certain number of frigates to jceep a 
.^^dhtinSai fire, and cover the debarkation. Then he landed 
‘ ^ three thoufand men on both Tides of the town, and repulfed, 
after an obftinate engagement, a brisk Tally made from the 


(A) Some writers call this pieces of braft cannon, and was 
the bed (hip ever buiU in the manned with eleven hundred 
North, affirming that {V mi; flout (eamen ( i }. 

v4 9*^ httudrea and thirtj^foar 

(0 An VI* /.joi. 
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town to impede the; liUding* The admiral refol««d to give tfie 
afTault the fame mghi ; but thought it proper firft to mminm 
^the governor. A trumpet accordingly was fcnt, and the ad-* 
mirai was afkmiflied to find thdt the pernor and garrifim 
^ had evacuated the place, without the Teaft noife, or motion 
* that could intimate their intention.^ Tramp left a ftrong gar* 
rifon here, and plentifully fupplied it with every ncceffary foe , 
a vigorous defence, in cafe the enemy fiiouid attempt 
take a place of fo much confequence. jT 

In the mean time the king embarked wbh about nine tncu- 
fand foot, and near as many horfe, accothpanied by his bro- 
ther, and ^t fail with a fleet of fifty (hips, of which twel/c 
were men of war. Next day, being ihc ninth of he 

arrived on the coaft of Schanen. and landed, without rtfiflancc, 
between Helfiuburg and Landfcrgun. When the artillery was 
iinfhipped, his majedy detached fomc rqnincnts to invtlt //t7- 
fmhurgy which the governor -ii^ijncdiatcly abaiulcMied, retiring 
with hts flendcr garitfon into thc'^ if advl.^ Here he defended 
liimfelf gallanf;Jv for four da)i, killjiV 

Utc attack ; bjitSfi^ing no profpr/l ^arrifon 

^ing forely galled with the^"fir?’*6rtfTcr0Krt rjf^^ 
dered jull as the Dams preparing! to 

tadel. • 


CHARLES XI. of Svfeden^ taking the reins of govern- 
ment into his ojvn hands, made fornc motions as if he in- 
tended to oppofe the progrefs of the Danijh arms in ti)at coun- 
try. He put hihnfelf at the head of hu army, and begun hia 
march to Schonen ; but^, finding the Datas were greatly fupc- 
rior, he turned dS to CfjrijHat^ladU »nd reli(K{uif}ied the dd- 
Chriflian fign. The king of Denmark w'^uld m>t^ncglcdt purfuing the 
t4kkei Hcl- advantages which fuccefs and ^ ruuit y of members afforded : 

linburg Icavii^ a gatrifon in Heljinbur}^^ hini-narchcd to lay fiege to 
and Land* Landfiraors. ’ His firft approaches ^ 1^*^ ••retarded by fe- 
feroon. veralj|vigorous fallies from the towttf 'anength, however, both 
r and citadel were forced tf fur render, after fuftaining 
k fie^ and bombardment of three weeks, and being reduced 
to the\iaft extremity. Landfeireon capitulated on the fiftcenti? 
^ \ the garrifon wer ^ allowed the honotfl’s of warJ 

on account of ftie teave defence they made, and hts imjefl^ 
itfpeA fdr the valour of the fo\*ernor. 

On the fonender of Lamfferaon^ his majefty detached ma- 
jor-Mneral Duncan^ with a ftrong corps to block up Hehs^adi^ 
#hiTe he tharcbed in perfoo with the reft of the artny to Chrif^ 
fianjladt^ and encamped within catmoli-QioC of the walls, on 
the very fpot where the kingof lU pifeched his camp 

a few days before. Cbriiftims^ 0 di it Tn a maoher lrtacerflft|jr, 
onaccQiHitctf deep smAcs tbi^ eim way iitround die t^ 
^ ^ nic 
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The ftfgfl fc th of die^lace luHed tko gorrtfiiO irlo t feCttrity, 
thoc foon became fatal to them > for furpiifed and Chriftian. 

took itv without ereftifig a (ingle battery, er fifing a cannoi|i* ^^dt t^itk 
Suchmrere the rapid fucccitSs m hh Dmfi mqefty^s arms. h 
In the mean time tlie Sxvedijh army was reinforced 9. Danes, 
ftrong body of Finlaml^s^ and other levies; upon which 
Chofiis began to concert meafttres for oppofing Chriftian's 
4M[ogrcrs. H began »vith an attempt to furprife general Ditn^ 
cavip\ fi ^ Tch iiiirpofc he detach^ general j 4 jchenberf^ with • 
eight thiA» » .^1^. The motions of this oflicer were not fo 

^Vcrct, ‘nr; ‘ •! *lhirijum got notice of them. He (ent notice 
^ Dwwam. k \ ihe enemy’s intention, with orclcts*to retreat, 
u he lui*nJ hire,* .00 weak to give them haitle. Duncatitp 
v.v i'J hr.v ' o.Li fightirg; but the manoeuvres of the 
' . that i.npi amicable. He puton the beft coun- 

lu* vvrts abks arid with a body of three thoufand men Duncamp 
. "d J1 Ui-:, efforts Stvedijh general for an 

b It forced to give way to numbers, y j 

^ ^ ..dtfputed vidt^y, dearly put- ^*''‘*** 

)'m^romp vn%6t himfelf mafier of 
was* a place €)f no ftrength, the 
tlv*year before. General Gutlen^ 
rx^ay, and hid under contribution 
nid and ff^eji Gothland. He drew 
Innerffe^ nefeated a body of five 
utndred foldiers, and laid fiege to 
to rclinquilh this enterprise, on 
Copenhagen. Royfier was to have 
a , ’ ut the appearance of fomc Eng» 
tr jf Copenhagen obligied him to rc» 
capital, as the intention of the 
^ f the Danijh admiral’s repeat was 
^ -qucnccs, befidcs Gudinl^\ dif* 

JhAei feized the opportunity of/his ab- 
.nfelves mailers of thirty vellWs laden The 
the Danijh army. Chriftian was^incenfed Swedes 
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at this^lofs ^ iit.U immediately ordered iiflyy?rr to by arrefted 
*an<riuperfcdcd, captain IVihe taking upon him the command 
of the fleet. This oflfccr endeavoured to regain the time loft 
by feme vigorous meafiircs. He blocked up GoHenturg^ 
formed a fcheme for burning the Swedijh men of war in the 
harbour of Helfingburg^ whkdi was fnifeited by an accident, 
and his own fquadftm ewdanaered. 

GEKER/tf, denat chained the king, and he 

Jloterauned'to puifue Ae Swada with the utmoft dilis^ce. 
Accoidiivly he wmdtmi lohmrds Heln^adi but found himfelf 
^ • • greatly 
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greatly retarded by the who broke all the hridgetbe« 

^ hind them, Wher^hecame before the city, the governor waa 
(ummoned to forrender ; but he refufing to comply, the 
place was immediately invefted^ ^and all poffible endeavoufi 
Pefficnc/ nftd to bring the ftoA^ army^ encamped in a very advan- 
ar- tageous po(t at fome little ditiancfi, to a battle. Chrijhan 
Wi. perceived they were determined not to rifque an engagement, , ^ 
and that it would be hazardous to force them ; he thereforn 
changed his meafures, and detached young Artnfdorff with a 
corps of horfe and dragoons to the eiifter 

to fight the enemy, if occafion offered, or^ deffroy and ruin 
all the fortigi^: and provifion, fo as to prevent the Swedei from 
\vinte;rini» in Sfhonen, 

ARENSDORFF begun his march, and found on his ar- 
rival at Falkenburg that the Swyiijh army had retreated to 
IVardterg, by which means the expedition was fruftrated. He 
* therefnre rejoined the army, whi^^was put into winter- quarters 
‘ in the month of 0£icbcr^ and prcpanfrijMis^^c made for taking 
the field early ii^the fpring. Some 

torted in fiich a.nihuper as to hljp^k up jfiMi the fleet 

returning to Copinhagen^ was dTlarmddrl^jr^t&VL'aTon. 

1Vc> (mail fquadrons wijre however lefAto cruife^n the 
BaltUki under the condudl of»thc admirals immI Rej^/inr^ 
who was reftored to his command. I'he latter coming to 
Caretflia- Cfinljhaven^ founjl the fort bcheged by the garrilbn of C%rif» 
ven y«i*- Uunpadt^ and a body of peafants. His officers fequeffed him 
wttidcrtd la to land fome tro<’|^ and cannon to affift the befiegcrs, which 
Danes, granted, Batterias were eredied, the works carried on 
with more fkill and alacrity than before, and at length this *. 
important place was forced to furrender. Hye thei>aifei found 
upwards of three hundred piece, ^nnon, la^e quantities 
of ftortft and ammunition, togetB|- two new (hips ready 
to pot ho fea* the one pierced foV» ^ r’ *she other for 
iwcntyJourguns. 

Malmoe MAjLAIOE being a place of tl^ utmofl: confequence to 
Kstkedtif. SwidenAXhe yoong monarch determined to relieve if, but his 
' own inexperience, and the ill conduit of his miniffers and ^ 
generals fiade him commit numberlefs errors in the mArcution 
of his deflgn. Of thefe the politic Ctri/iian did not fatl toT" 
make his advantage. He no fooner heard of the march of the 
T&i it ng of Sxotdtjh 9Tmy^ which amounted to eighteen thoufand men, 
Sweden than he marched with all expedition to Landfcraenn drew all 
r^M^s to his troops out of garrifen, and encamped in a fituation near 
filifvtii. tandferoon^ that likewife covenod /tiie blockade of Mabrm. 

The ardour of the Stvidijh monaveb excite8*biin to profecute 
hisdefign at all hazards^ be matched and encamped 
the oppofils fide th^ river Rm, Mlucfa>feparate4 the two 

* armies 
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•miles. Several light (kirmilhcs happmdl, which decided 
Viothing ■» but the Hwedifi nftonarcb p^ceiviog* that Chrijlian ^ 
had thrown io many obitacles in his way, as made the relief of 
MaUh^i impracticable, decafhped,' and marching to Hetjmhjrg 
laid ilege to that place. Colonel* MulUry who cominand^d^ , 
evacuated the town as untenable, and retired to the citadel, ^ , 

which he refufed to furrender upon a threatening i'ummons. 

(^rhe Swedijh monarch began to batter in breach, and then gave 
the alTaulc \ but was received with fo much courage, that the burg,*^ 
Swidei retreated ^ith confiderable lofs. Their batteries were arertfuy'm 
difmounted by furious fire of the befteged, and makers 
went on fo uufuccefsfully, that after pillaging tl^Cfttown, his 
majedy drew off the army, and pitched his camp oppolite to 
the Danijh' 2rmyy on the banks of the feeder. 

The armies f.gain begaq^ to cannonade each other, while, 
in the mean time, a conlerencc was held acrofs the river, be- 


tween the colonels Su/itdt Ajihebbtr ^ ; the former a Da^ 
nijhy and the officer. I'he latter demanding 

^«.Ki«4)y the k would not give J^atclc, the other 

replied, fhVt' Hisi^r.V ''efty fmi;>ht nothing more eagerly, pio- 
Tuffitl the cncamp'in an open plain. Upon this 

^jehehberg tooklfhis leave, faying, he would acquaint his 
mailer. For Ibme days nothing however palled, except cer- 
tain manceuvres, by which both hdes endeavoured to gain 
fame advantage in point of (ttuation. At U(i both kings de- 
termined to come to a battle, and to command their armies in 


perfon. The Dam% were drawn up with tc^ fqnadrons com- 7hi httuk 
pofing the right wing, fupported by acorpsdc referveof eight e^Lun- 
Tquadrons. A regirnent of dragoons, and three fquadrons of<lcn. 
horfc, covered the^ank. In the center were nine fquadrons, 
iupported byasearly rfiv cquaUbody of referve; and the left 
wing was compolcd number of lc[uadroiis, (up- 

ported in ^fyer. and covered b/ a regiment of 

dragoons and t hrcc*Tquy rons of horfc. Upon advice that 
the enemy were m mot|pn, Umfiian advanced his I^t wing, 
and general Stanbergy hurried on by bis courage and ;^bItion 
to fignaii^e himfclf, attacked the right wing of the enemy, 
without obferving the motion of the center and I'lfibt wins. 

He was received lo warmly, that mod of his colonels^nd (ielo? 
officers were killed on the fpot,and himfelf fo much wounded, 
that he was obliged to quit the field. 

In the mean time the right wing had more fucccis; the 
enemy’s left was hard puthed and broken, when the young 
Swedtjb monarch appearing with a reinforcement from the 
right, that h^d defeated StmUnrg^ renewed the engagement 
with firefli vigour, fn this manner did the battle conti* 
fnic ynttl night fowrfCed^tbc cooibataiits, the Dantjh infantry 

, bsiving 



d/Dit^lndirlt. « 

havini pttAiM tke SmiAt hqpond LAiAh^ aild Ae tairalff 
both ndea obftioaieljf spitting the field. Both etaimed the 
vjjSfory ; but in our eipiflion the Dantt^ with moft rcafbn, at 
they remained nuifteri it the field until funfet, puflicd the cne- 
in^*s infafitry, took their iftiliciy) and about isxty pair of co* 
lours and ftandards. However, the Srery fame was afferted by 
the SwerUs ; and it is a difput^ point to this verv day which 
party urged the ftroi^er arguments ; although tne ingenioiie 
author of the Prefent State of Eur^e^ fpeaks of the battle of 
Luniin as if the Dams had received a total .at^ decifive de- 


feaii Indeed, with rcfpe£t to confequenccs, this infinuation 
may have lome foundation ; for relieved Mabme^ 

and Chriftsan foon after returned to Copenhagen ; but that he 
was worded in the field appears from no authentit tedimpny. 
How much depended on his majedy’s condud and valour^ ap* 
goth fidts circumftanccs of the engagement. Both fides 

eUum the he Was prefent whera;(er danger and glory called | 

viOory. that his fbrcc was but half that orw'* caciw- j that wherever 
he c6isimanded,^he enemy gave wayj ^y w rh' > he acquittW* 
himfeif in all refpe^s like a and corimander. 

Leaving his army for the'protc^^ion conquefts in 

Sebonen^ the king returned to Copenhagen toVnake frefh levies, 
and repair the lofs he fuftained in the bloody battle of Lunden* 
Twelve new regiments were brdered to be raifed with all ex- 
|)ddition ; and hejr^otiated a lubfidiary treaty with the court! 
of Hanotver ahd He likewife made propofitions to cede 

his pretenfions XoSremen to the duke of Lunenburg and bi- 
fhop of Munjier^ provided they would furnifh a certain num- 
ber of auxiliaries to under the command of bis gene- 
rals. 

It is ufuil with princes ^ peace ?7hile th^ are 

wagtntf the mpft crud wars, rau|r ^ imprefs men with an 
opinio^ of their moderation, thanpa^'le their pre- 

I/egotia- tenficms, however unjuftifiable. It happened at this time, 

iiMs at all die intending powers fern thet|. ambaffiulors to deliberate 

Nime* on a peace at Nimeguen^ while each relblved to infril upon the 
guen /or Cenhs he mi|;ht exped after a fuccefifut war. His Dani/b ma- 
aftaee. jeAy^ infenuoos Were very apparent, from the numbA of ob«> 
ftadhs his roiniiter raifed againft every propofitieiif ana the' 
difikulties he ftarted about pafcpons, pr^edeticy,cercmo(uds, 
and the right of ambalTadors. The fmalleft ebreumftanoes b 
ufed for a pre te nc e to break off treaties to which favereigns 
have noinclinatioo. Thb at Nhmegwm run many hasards of 
. tomlhMo nothing, firom the cuvitliog dif|K)fitbn of the pir- 
ftes. iho ambaf&dor of JAwilflrd i^'^dirpuied with tfie 
andhaflador about the ri|lvt b^d, wiihlht 

^ about the langm^ ia 

prefi 
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MbI : li^airord, evmdii^wM aM4e a handle 

,m pndgnging the war. panml after die recovery ^ 

of the laft provinces yielded to Swtdmi his fiiccefs foe thc*^ 
taro Jaft campaigns had given him a utte for conquOft* ihd 
wtwtted bis ambition } and he was in hopes, that prolonging 
the war might reduce Sroedn to the low eftate he wilhed, add 
^rqportionwy augment the power and grandeur of the Dani/h 
monarchy. Here ate the claims of the feveial negotiating 
powers. 

DENMA-R^ demanded, diat Franct fliouM reimburfe her 77,^ 
in the eapences of the war ; and that matters betweei) her msndt^ 
and Swtdtn ihould be reftored upon the fame footing they the fi<Zrii 
fiood at the peace of TVefipbalia : That the treaties of Rtf- fewft. 
cbiJd zaSCtpenbagen fliould be aboliihed, and all the provinces 
difinemberra from Dtnmark and Ntrwaj, reftored : That Sum- 
dtn ihould eede all her conquefts in Germta^, and that IP'if- 
mar and the ifle of Rugen, m annexed to die crown of Dea- . 
mark. Finallj^, thpt fp.* the greater fecurity, his Danijh ma* 
jiefty ihould^aiwiibn ^ith his troops all th^ frontier towns of 
Sweden. *^'lciTds‘<u£h'hs thefe, it was evident were calculated 
' 35^1^0 he rejefied. . " ' - ^ ■'* 

Xhe propof^tions of France with refped to Denmark were, 
that as his moft Chriftian majsfty had declared war againft the 
crown, only becaufe in prgudice of the trca» of Ctpenhagent 
which he nad guarantied,* his Danijb majeity had declared 
war on Sweden^ things ihould be reftored on all iides agreeable 
to the tenour of that treaty. 

As for Sweden^ her demands were of a iimilar nature s for 
by infilling on the performance of the trea^ of 1660, refti* 
tution was necefiarily made of all die places taken from her du- 
ring the prq^t j^ar. ^Thc^propoGtions of the duke of HsA 
Jliia-Gatte^t put in^Khe^iMiids of the medihtors by bit en- 
vpys, recetag^jao a ^ wholly imnoticed, 

becaufe the remled to acIuioiVRdge the 

minifter of that priivjc, allied with Sweden, pcoteoM by 
France, and for thtde rdaions difpofiefiibd of bis dontinions by 
the king of Denmark. 

Su«H were the propofitions made for eftabliihing peace in Pnparmr 
tw^Nordia while me kings of Denmark and Swun weKthm/er 
mdking VMBorous preparations for continuing thewar. Otrif- fronting 
tMM lefteming, twt his,cbicf advamage would iiriie from hisr^rwar. 
fiipimoit^ at ^t admiral Treaf, after loading him with 
Itqaoiun acid titi^ to iejicit more powerful fucoonit ftom die 
lliti^gcaersd of die Uiuted, Provinces. On tbeotherhaad, 
bis Swee^ mi^t&j bay!mg,Kgained polIMbm of Fb^uA^, 
after the battle of lamdme •» t a king meafutea fat driving 
ilieZ>#«riifutef 5 iii^fl HefottadMachmeatteaitadtChra/- 
. •• . . Jbaven, 
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A. D. Jbsnftn^ urbieh was repuUbd but afterwards Uftng 
1677! place, it was fiirrcndcted after a brave deiencei 

< Cbriftianjbavm was tne neat bfajed of b^ dcTigns ; to this Be ^ 
laH (legc early in tKcTprtng* ^n^fihrijtian marched with ani 
army o? twenty thoufand men to its relief* Although* the 
Sv^dei wcrellrongly poflrcd^'they not only refufed battle, but 
decamped with precipitation, and weic followed by that part 
of the army which had invefled the city. To this a vigorotW 
Tally of the befieged. In which the enemy loft a great num- ' 
her of men, eighteen pieces of cannon, &c. grpatly contri-' 
billed. 

M Toon as ChrSfiianYvxA reinforced the ga/rifoni ai)d thrown 
in the neccftaiy fupplics, he marched in purfuit of the Swe^Jh 
army, but could not come up with it. tdowever, he rclblved 
to undertake the fiege pf Malmoe^ bccaufe the poilcffion of 
this ilrong hold would fecure tlic conqnei'f of Schonen, 'Fbc 
Danes army arrived before the town on the nineteenth of Junct an<f 
after employing eleven days in makh^ his approaches, railing 
Addnioe. batteries, th rowing bombs, and attaclJng; tL- covered way# 
his majefty carried^tbe counterfearp by dm iirfti.' •’ thcil^ 
playing furioufly on th^ citadclp,,^om^^;hc fecond^ ter the fifth* 
he eftefled a lodgement oh the parapet of the Tovered way, 
where a battery, to play on tffc caft gate, was Taifed. Chrif 
iian^ naturally humane, .wbuld^havc delayed the fiege a little, 
longer, rather than faciirtco fo^ii;any lives in pufliing it witft 
all the vigour that was.poilibtc \ but certain intelligence wlycB 
he received of the qiotions of the SweJiJh army and fleet, ren- 
dered all poinblc dilpatch nccciFary. Up therefore rcfolved to 
finifti the a^air by a general aflault, which was fixed for the 
evening of the lixth of fuly^ The troops of Munfter were 
ordered to make a falfe attack in one quager, while three 
other attacks were piifhed withVhe yi^»our. Tlic 

Dams tndunted {he ramparts fword carried the w'orks 

bc/pre l^ Grsvt gate, took port at **"cS!lcd St9ck- 

bom^ aqid between GatUnhut^ and M^Imoe baftions. They 
were preying to biirft df^h the gafe^for the cav^iy, wheo 
. the draw-bridge giving* way to the weight of niimbersi 
broke down* « Upon this the bclieged took r;^uragje, and the 
Dan/s , wc^p iilpirited, on feeing cijonel witli 

corps, drQ^yned* ^Thpfewbo had entered the town writ 
forced to ietf eat with precipitation i ai^ this unfottunate ii£ 
fault coded With the Ipfe of two thoufand pen to his .Otfij/fk 
Jp\ticdiateTyJtBc fiegc was ralfed, and from thii|,./ 
.date tb£ reverfe of fbnune of the Doffr/b aum$ 

^ " THjfe . advantages ^hich/his gained by fea com* 

if>m ipei^ufC ToOm tyi pioi*' Admiral 

Kaving. 
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kriring li!teiKgence» that a£zcM^ fquadron nf eightec^n fall 
lay at Gotttnkur^y to join the main flccti^rcfelvetl to attack it 
Before the jun£tton cquid be efieded, though his fleet con* 
lifted of e1e?en Alps the line. On his appnach the 
enemy cut their cablea, and ^th fleets began a general cannq* 
nading for the fpace of fiv(^ hours, without any confiderable *k » 
mage to either, a calm preventing Juel from coming to a clofe 
engagement. In the morning a favourable gale fpniiging up, 
ihe Danes bore down with all their fail, and begun the atuck 
with fuch fur)t, that lix Swe/iijh lliips were dilabled. JufI 
fearing left the^Swedijh admiral might cfcapc under fa- 
vour of thc*frnoke,^kft the purfuit of the fix damaged (Ifips 
to the reft of his fquadron, and with his own fhip^boarded the 
admiral. The engagement was warm and obftinatc, both fliips ^ n*«oc9 
being nearly of equal force, and both admirals determined 
conquer. Joel's fortune hdWever prevailed, and the 
ftruck, after fighting dcfperately for two hours. A complete-' 
vidory folldwcd ; the. tf/, of fixty guns, three humirod 
men \ the Anpe? /^iabrijy of fifty guns, two hundred men ; 

% Calmary ^ind Sirencj each of foify-fix guns, be- 

together with ong A ^lhiti^ and two iranfpoits. 
IqalL-^bout^thtN*-:, thoufand Sweaeswcrc taken and killed, 
with tffe lofs only of two hundrei! and fifty men on ihc fide 
of Juel • 

toUR days after the fiege oC Malmoe was raifed, Jud per- 
formed another no Icfs figiial advantage to liis matter, which 
in fume mcafurc compcniaied his lofs before ^ihat place. I-ic 
was attacked by the Swedijh fleet near the ifle of Mona, The 
admirals Horny CM, the bell officers in the SwediJJj marine, 
and IVarkfmujhry led the enemy’s fleet, compefeJ of forty fail 
in three divifions. eGrcatly fuperior in force, they doubted 
nor of retrieviffg the latr* Jirgr:.«e ; but Juel fupplied the want 
of flumben hj^ndu^.^ifil^e, wd cou^e. Gliniiig 
the wind of tnlr!t;_,1>y'T>y dint of fuperior /kill, 
their line, put the fleet in confufion, and took xhtAfarsy Mfiia/ecomi 
foventy- two guns, Julius ilajary o( fixty, Sca-Welfy of, fi(t).r/w. 
fix, the Lfony of nfty-two, Dragm^ and Saturn^ each of 
f]Xty-fou£, (inking x\st Jupiter^ of fixty guns. Never was the 
valour of Juel more tried than in this engagement, Ji which 
bii fliip, the ChrsfiiaUy was attacked by fix large Ihip of the 
enemy) and fo much .damaged, that the admiral j^s forced 
to fend her out of the line, and continue the raht in the 
Frdtricky that happily came up to his relief. / 
jerar as the batde was ended, the Dmch fquadron, fo im- 
patiently expeded, came in , fight* but too late to claim any 
ihare in the j^ry of the Trmpf however, intercepted 
three (ixqr gu^ips bg{^a*tbey into burnt one. 
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«nd funk thie tm In pff4nc€ of kw IXtwJk mijdl|>i|Ai 
W«$ a mtftcA oif thy aAkin frmn the ti^r^ 

A'BCENe veiy diiffkrciil wm adine wbcM bh fi^|jc% 

in perm» though every adion fcheiM with 
prudence^ apd titeMlod with valour. Wealmed ty the ioA of 
*lKhlm§ef he was attacked hetwoen fiiijmbupg and Lan/i^om 
the kingpf Swtdffif and an army neat double in numbers* 
^tb princes peribrined prodigies of valour : they ieemed rn 
Pwiia ik$ courage and glory. Chatla expoU bimfelf to the 

thickeft of the fi«» and Chnjfian^ with hiso'vn hand, ikw 
^ feverah officers, who fucccAiveljf^attemi^ to make 

him prifoDcr. Fatigue, joined to the exceffive "heat of the 
fun, at Ififf put an end to the battle, the ^w$dt\ keeping the 
field, and the Deori retreating to their camp at Lane^cftm in 
good order. His majefty’s toh indeed was great ) but his good 
condu£t prevented the Simedes from deducing any, corvfiderable 
4 advantage fronf their vldory ; for fiich it muft be allowed. 
Count GuIdinUw^ the king's governor of formed 

a feheme to ijmIucc Moiljhand^ a fmall f<;>rtifi<*d town in the 
dillrid of Bahus^ fituated upon a rofk. l^i'rncafures were 
fo vveli taken, thafJcoiiQtof^l^ made himtetf n alley 
place, but of Card^^ a^ftrong place, ^a»rounded'by hic^h 
walls, and encompaned by rugged mountains. Enewaged 
by this fuccefs, he dctache4 two thoufand horfe and foot, 
voder the command of the colonels Hawn and Scbukzm^ to 


attempt regaining JempUrknd^ which had been wrefted fiom 
D-mark at the peace of C$pmba£m. The march made with 
fuch rapidity over rocks, inaocelfible mountains, and imper- 
. yipus tyoods, was^ idtogi^er aftoniflung* Schtkzm forced a 
poANdefended by four hundred men, amTa battery, where the 
natural iituition would, by any other ofll^er, be deemed ai 
infppmble obSruAion. ' . 

^ Mjmr a variety of operatidnsi^Wsr^^^we ftal! only 
nol^ of one attended with mor^ -n^'urtant coniequencci 
^kan ^0 eeiL army, . ten thou&nd ftroog, hear* 

tbM lim 1^40 wbre m them battle, did not 

Minettieflig^ement. On the feventhof Sadminr btA 
]pmet ciiXK within (igbi of each other: fhw fifoc bc^n a 
^fal^Aip:willi fofir artery s and getMiil who 

M the ^miard, begon Hw figliit llw .fide of As Amts* 

lie ifuq^f (Word kilraiid, ffim bavMg: reiriM 

fcbfife<qii|Miife^. At&A Winiiiy raoSeadi bit 
e tbeiefiti^ mMeblihe 

w*ic |mt in diMar, their faifimwy toulfo 4ft* 
dijuited, md cavkliy o^4 fo firfew folhtir 

a ffoft eemifnumberofofl!^, fomhMiimfdfoli|mi,fw 
rfoTvfftfo nada ffHfoncf^ dffeb^lr atlillctrwiiia^ to* 

ffAa 
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ge^er wi^t' Keipt of ftandaidsy colours, awl other military 
tra^iea* ^ , 

To this sftre feveral ^vantages gained by the Dtinijb Qthtr ed- 
fleet and army, conMnsmdcil by' the king in pcnor, afd l)y f^tiUventai^es 
Trmp the l^uub admiral ; jtbe formct having tak^ n the ifle fy 

Rugen^ and the iacter, afte^F making defeents on the iflai>(U of ha maj^^ 
Oiland^ SmaUmd^ C/w, and burnt to afhes the city atm 

Urwy€ky pillaged fcvcral village^, and carried ofi* richer Uxity on f a 
than had been got in any pre^ eding actions, butiin Wsis hke- *-/v 
wife taken by the^ eh'clor of Dt unJtnhurf^y alTitled whh a iliong 
deUchmciiC of infantry ; and it iva^ beheved that the 

Swedes would be foiccd to evacuate all their cornieefUt i.i me 
empire. But thefe conjcdlurcs were dl loundc I. I'he 


bad a dangerous enemy to combat in the pciiun of the cx;*c- 
licjj^d count K^ntg/tnar L AJjtcr this general^ overpowered 
by numberir, had abandoned RugtUy he was reduced jto great 
di^cultics, ffiom which nothing but courage and hazardous 
ftrokes could rcfc>|e him. Pent up in the neighhourhof>J of 
wheu #1)^ mc'i daily penfhed with f?ininc, he re- 
folvcd all lor their rulicf« and to avoid the necc/hty of 

yieTaing He (ormed'U piJA^^^hich he comma* 

rucSfcTlfi the nljillraus of Stralft&iJ\ they approved ol it, 
bccaufe they conhded in hi$ cxparieiKC, and (aw the extre- 
mity to which he was reduced. 'Vo ihew their attachmentto 
the crown of Sweden, they joinci him with a lydy of burgh- 
ers, and refoUed to run the fame fortune with him. With A. D« 


a favourable gale Konigftmrk embarked his infdntry, and Tent 1678. 
fomc velTcts tp Gilles, to draw the attention of the Dnne^ on 


thkt fide, and perfu ide them that he meditated a defeent on 
Sebapperode, ot But the Danes, who fdW themfelvea 

mailers of the ifiand, with an ^my of nine thoufand men, 
believed they were fo‘raujh funcrior to the enemy, that chey 

E iid little regafi*Sic^h|^r« .notions. Inftead of ditpucing! the 
ndingwith Kcmgfmarf, they encamped on a large plain, at 
fooie diflance from the (hore. The Swede immediattljr 
marched up, began a cannonading, and played bis artillery fog^^edes 
iudicioufly, that the right wing of the Danes was put in difbr- 
ier. Geiftral Jiaxa^r being killed by a cannon-ball, difputei^^ ^ ftu- 
itok itbpog the Danifi wcecs atout the commas : allg^n. 
uboedinition ceafed, the army was in confufion, and^came 
m eaiy 'petty to the Swedes^ wme regimenti, howev#, upon 
]te r^ht, perfomed their d|ity. The colonels, with At wait- 
tot orders Ae oommmder In chief, attaoced the 
left «riing with Irrefifti^e.fiiry* and broke it, in fpite 
e aR tfkeeadearoui>tf XMffiigrlt who was continually re- 
nforciag it witMielb trooftL- "But the reft of the attny not 
XMiitig to tbeicfeppogMdheTDeaw were at laft forced to re> 

Mop. • Mm. * treat 
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Danes i/e* treat, and leave a clear vi£tory to the enemy, who would have 
made prodigious^llau ’hter» had they not been inteiruptefl* in « 
^ the purtuit bv marflics, which cut them off from the JDa- 
nljh camp. However, the confequcnccs of this deteat were 
, . fatal • for nolefs thait h^e thouiand men fell into Kemgfmaik\ 
hands in a kw days after the batAe ; fo well had he taken hts 
tneafurcs, and fuch was the conlufion and anarchy that reigned 
in the Dam ft) army. 

Chrftian CHRIS 11 4N chagrined at this lofs, and employed all 
makts^ft- his cndcavouis in fcheining revenge. It w^s greatly his intereft 
•veral «/- to railc the fic«;c of Chnjhanftadt^ winch plate the Swedijh 
Umpts to army had mvcltcd ; and he left nothing unattempted to effedt 
dclign. ills fleet under ‘/w/, on which he had the chief 
Chnftian* put to fca ; but was i^reail) damaged by a ftorm, 

that obliged the admiiai to rel riquifh the cx(n:dition. 

Tut general Aunidotft had better fortune ;hc took 

the town and citadel of lleljinburg^ and had juft figned the 
capiCulatton, and received the keys of th^,jpatcs, when advice 
arrived, that-the Sxvcdtjh monan h was on hi'** march to - 
the garnfoii. Several other divcrfions weic mad^,-V> draw the 
king of Swt hns atcelttf^n from the a 

place equilly important (b both monarc hs , with rcipect to' the 
fecunty of SJontn* llistfiajcfty placed his greateft hopes in 
the fiitcels of the fiege of Bahusy a place invellcd by general 
(JulMhUiv. This however tailed ; for at the general was on 
the point of liornung the town, having made himftlf mafter 
of all the outworks, the Swi 4j armed with a powerful army 
to Its relief. All thefe diverlions having failed in producing 
the defired cftci^f, his niajefty determined upon one laft cfForc 
to relieve which was ncfv reduced to the Jaft 

exticmity, for want of previfions. With ■*ih is view he put 
bittifelf at^ the head of his at my, compofed of twelve thou* 
fanamen/ Aitvjdorffy and the dnkeyk^iHfff commanded the 
right wing. I'he generals H'tdtl and Aleerheym the left, com- 
poitd of the forces of Alufijury and the king in perfon \ the 
count de 5;. Paul comniandrng under him, led the mam 
body. At the lame time th«* Ptza was ordered to draw up be- 
fore the harbour of Chnjharftaa/y and pra^fife everv endea- 
vour fcj throw in fupplies. I'w’O f.iults committed by general 
Af^n/d^^Jf fruftrateJ the king’s projcc^K Contrary to his or- 
ders, deterred until next day ki/ng upon an eminence 
which Overlooked and commanded iht. eiit;my *9 campi, who 
taking advantage of this eiror, fortified the poft. In every 
other part, the camp was to well toi lifted by the nature of the 
M hi 4 a/- ®**^^**^*'' rendt*red it inaoreftible ; aiid knfible of t|^ ad- 
t^mpts vantage, the S^jL^dts prudently declined all 1^15 majeft^car-* 
frujhaiiJ. challenges to tight. a ^rd, IL-y earned their 

^ S potnt^ 
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jtoifit without running any hazard ; Chriftia^fi&ih was forced 
tol^rrender in fight oF the Danijhzmy j artd the king, who 
atcrtbutcd the whole lofs to Arenfd»rff^ wai fo jnuch iutrcnlVd,^ 
that he drder^d that officer under arrefV. 

His majefly^s arms were more fuc^efsful in anoihi r quarter, rr* 

yud failed for the ifle of RH^m \ and took his mcaiuic^, cun- hy 
jointly with the ele^or oi Brandenburg^ Fo we ll, that the ifhind du Davies, 
was retaken, Siralfund and GVi/yu»^/7 rcdueid, and Feveral 
lefler advanta^csjtaincd. Soon after this it ih.it Chij^ 

Uan had an inrervieV with the elc<5lor, to coneiic their tonne 
operations* Kothing^'arthcr howevt r was atcempicd fui t^at 
ieafon ; and the public attention was cnnrofil d by neuo- 
tiations telUmcd at S^imcpuen^ and the unfojtiinaic fate ol the * 

garjifb»is ot Siralfund AvAUripfiualdy aiTiountmi> tf) lour thou 
land men, all oF whom were ^hipwietktd Off the ifkind of s\vcdilh 
Borkholm, When ihefc towns luricndtTcd i*" was capiiularcJ, 
that the garrifons (hould he tranFporied into Suudeuy on bv>ard'^ 
the flnps of the all^. Chri/iiaa nidilc Fomc objetSlions to this 
^ as conir^X'j^lgfnnrJt had broke Fome pafts ol his en- 

gagement>*^Hl|h th| Danijh troops At laft he 

grantc^^^t^TfW^fji^fleec being cafPJwS), the Swedes attri- 
buVeiTit^^thouglr upon a very fligftt Foundation, to dcfign. 

NtAthing indeed could be more ahfurd than to FuppoFc, that 
either the king or elerSkor had gi^'cti orders to ihcir ;idmiral to 
Ihipwrcck himfclf, or that be would have obeyiid Fuch an or- 
dfcr, had it been given. 

It was now reported, that the ftatcs-gcncraf of the United Negotia^ 
Provinces, had lent an car to the propofiiions of the court //««/ at 
of France^ and agreed on a feparate peace. Immediately the Nimegu- 
plenipotentianes of F^nmark leprefciued to their high niigh- 
tineiTes their treaty with the kin^, their matter, ivithe ftrong- Dutch 

eft mannef^u|^ing the pcrfonnancc of terms njiKually ad- ele^hr 

yantaffeouj, with *ai* r»r rff^if\n ?»nrl V oraii- 

all was in vain ; 


fhe* arguments of rcaion and rhetoric, 'd 
ibc dares had taken their refolution, and 


nothing could divert them from from putting an end to a war. 


/ff^n a 


%vhich had proved fo ruinous to them, how'ever fnccc^Uul 
their fleets in the BaliUk had been. x\il that the other allies ^ 
could was to enter a protett sgainft their proceed. r /, 
which was done by the ambafTadors of Denmark^ l^afuUn- 
and MunfUr. The fame mcaforc was taken pii\\ icF- 

E fkcoail the other parties Cfigaged in ihisgcrreral vt;r, who 
d now figned a feparate peace. Denrnmk and Brfrderburg 
were left alone to withftand all the power of France and S^t- 
'^kn by fea and land ; however* they determined not to rchn- 
^qutfh iheir conquetti^^or cede an inch of what they believed • 
their juft right, j This ^ Ej[«>e clcdoi*’* dererminatton, as well 
at tin: king's i Jut ioirfBEVipons |nade by the army under the 
* M m 2 * ufareciial 
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niarecbal Crequi^ foon convinced the fonner, that his only 
method of warding the impending ftorm, was to renounce « 
' his alliance with Denmark^ and^embrace the propofitions made 
Ly France and Sweden. Thus Chrijiian remained finglcof all 
, /‘the allies to fight his own quarrel. His fleet was always fu- 
pciior 5 but' the march of Crequi^ after the clcdor hadfigncd 
the peace, towards Oldenbwg and Delmehorji^ convinced his 
Danifl) majcfty, that Frame would aiSt with all her force in fa- 
vour of Sweden ; and that, to avoid thd qonfequences of a 
war carried on againft two fo formidable powers, each of 
(vhich had been the terror of Europe, t.. was nc^elTary to fol- 
low thd example of the other allies. He therefore gave di- 
redions to his minifter to fign, which alone was wanting to 
re-eftablifti the tranquillity of the Chriftian powers, embroiled 
for fuch a number of years. Accordingly peace was con- 
cluded between France, Denmark, and Sweden, on the fecond 


of September, 1679 ; all the fummer having pafled without 
any Vonfiderable military operations on citl.cr fide. 

By this treaty Charles was put in pofllffion of aii 
chimed before the^w^r ; ^n^d Chrijiian, a{ter pjj^^aj/?ns exer- 
tions of courage ana conSud, was forc/j(t\‘^r.ougltvthc^ fault 
of his allies, to fit down^.fappointed in all tnofe views which ' 
had firfl made him decUre againfi Sweden, The duke of 
Holftein-Goitorp rccoverccf bh dominions and fovcrcignty in 
Fence ^4;,. ^<>*d'equcncc of f he peace; and the treaties of Rofchnd, C?- 
eUdedbe- VinAlP'eftphaUa, were declared in force between the 

tnveen courts of Denmaj k and Helftein, the fame as if they had been 
Sweden tranferibed word for word in the prefent treaty. It was at 
tfWDcn- Fontainbleau that the peace between the three crowns was 
mark. figned; befides which, a fepa rate treaty, of alliance, ofiFenfive 
and defenfive, was executed Jt Lunden bctwce^i thc^ambafladors 
of Denmark and Sweden, in prefence of the Fre \cij miniflers. 
Filially, the moie firmly to conned^ the tWo northern crowns^ 
a treaty of marriage was propofed between the prince& Vlriea 
Eleemra of Denmark and the king of Sweden, The terms 
were accepted ; but the ceremony deferred until the fpring of 
the following year, on account of the multiplicity of bufinefe 
in which boSi kings were engaged, in reftoring tlie t^nquil* 
iity or^heir kingdoms, and remreffing all the difordeis and 
grievatk^p introduced by a long and bloody war* 

Whue the treaty of peace was in agitation, king Chrifiiem 
advanci^ the greater part of his army towards the river Elbe^ 
under the pretext of difpotitig the pallage with Creqtd the 
French general. This march gave uneaunefe to the city of 
Hamhurgh % the ma^pTates#expreflcd their refentmeiitlliaru- 
cularly od \general build^y their vicinage. 

At laft, upon feeing the Icing*^ daify incrcafe, they 
2 ' took« 
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foolc the alarm, and ftemed convinced that thefe preparations 
l)pd a farther defign than was acknowl^ged. Firff^ they 
made remonSrances^ and then took cfFc^ual ftcps for the fe- 
curlty dof thetr city ; precautions extremely feafonabic, jf 
Chrijtian had certainly formed defigps to furprifc it. He jftd 
reconnoitred the ground ig perfon^ and forme d a plan for bl-« 
fieging the city, in cafe his attempts to furprifc it failed. He 
publimed a manifeflo, declaring his right*, to that city, which p. 
was anfwcred by ijje Hu^ Murghtn \ and then began to enforce 
his claim by aitn^. Baiteiits wci.' raif d, lines drawn, and 
approaches made in a regular marn tr, that convinced the in- 
habitants he was not to be relilfcd by aii>uinents ; tljcy there- 
fore applied to Frarue for her njciiiatii^n ; and Lewii XIV. 


wro:c a letter with his own hand to Chrijtian^ exhorting him 
not to diftuib the icpofc fo lately granted to F/frepr, by "enter- 
ing upon frefii d.lputes ; ancf the houfe of Ihunjwick^ hav- 
ing already fent a body of troops iii defence of the city, la- 
boured fo heartily in tlfciling an accommodation, that a fort 
^ of ^vifion^l tic^ty was ccn-ludcJ on the fyftday of 
rjember. ' | 

By cj^ of to pay his majefty, at Peace^itb 

five inlrffmc-sts, the fum ^ two luintlicd and twenty //f^fllam- 
ihoufanJ crowns, on condition Oiat he fhcatlicd the fvord, burgers, 

• and laid afidc the refentment ye had conceived agiiinll; this 
city ; renounced his pretenfioits to thofe territories poflefled 
conjointly between Lubah and liamhw" ; rt*lioicd the fliip- 
ping and merchandize he had taken, bcIoni|ing lo the city, 
together with fevcral other articles, which it would be iinnc- 
eeifary to enumerate. By the third article, tlu’ city of Ham^ 
burg engaged to fend deputies to (Jmjiian^ to declare the 
fentiments of the ftiagillratcs and burghers, With refped to 
his majefj^ ^ * 

Thus pt^re ^as happily eftablifhed ; and ^^Danif} army 
began to file gradually out of the duke of lioijlein Gottwp\ 
territories. Tranquillity was now reftored to Europe ; feveral 
marriages were celebrated among the parties concerned in the 
war ; and among others, that of the princefi EUomra of D/w- A. D* 
rnnr/l wish his majefiy. On the twenty fifth of Fe- 1680. 

h-umif (he was demanded by M. Guldenfitm^ the ^wjdijhztn^ 
bafiador, arrived in Copenhagen \ but her departure wap deferred 
on account of a fever, with which (he was feized* At length 
her royai'highnels fet our for Sweden^ where the niitials were 
celebrated with all imaginable pomp and magnificei^. 

CHRIST! AK next appll^ himfelf to the affairs of the 
empire, and finally^erowating the differences between 
houfes of Aujlria and BourStn^ which met with« numberlc&^/w 
diScultics. Ac lat^ud h heartily in this buline&, chat he^ 

V M to 3 received 
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received the thank* of the diet at Ratifbm ; but 'not^fitttf 
fied with general dfclarationsy he entered into an alliance^ 
ofFenfive and defenfive, with the eledtor of Braridenburg and 
bilhop of Munjler^ whereby thc^contrafling parties eagaged 
wUh all their power to i^efcrve the peace of the empire, 
mutually to afTift each other irkcate either was attacked. 
Althouiih in f.jd> this alliance was no more than defenfive, 
it gave umbrage .to the United Provinces, who called it an 
ofFcrtfive treaty, calculiUcd tor fome end n/^t fpccihed in the 
treaty, "i'hcy dnadcd his majefty towtl'd dtfi^ns on 
their homcwaid- bound lu7jhItuHa fleet ;^and ihcjr fears were 
augmented by the attention which his Dantfi) majefly gave to 
his maiinr. I hcre had been fomci dill'erences between the 


two nations, on account of a Dm\0) fhip taken by the HqI- 
iamUtion the coafl ofGuInry; hut the event ihewed that 
Chri/fi.iN had no iiucruion of coming to a rupture by making 
rcprilals. Ch^'^lhan ufed all poflibic endeavours tg difpel the 
clouds of liiipicion gathered in I { Aland \ be wrote to the 
city of /Im/hrd'im^ protefting that To far froih ^^f- 

turbancr to the commerce of the United Pr^vince<>-^^t Hiould 
be his (lud^ adiduouftf^'U/^iJlivatc the gooS* inr be- 
tween De)w:afk and As France ^Cvas'Jnow ir/:luded 

in the late treatv of alliance,, he thought it ncceflkry to de- 
clare, that the llde ohjccl of this confederacy was no other 
than to prei'erve that tranquility which Europe bad begun to 
tafte. ** 

A.U. In the month .of ChrijTtan and the eleflor tA Bran^ 

> 682 . denburg\\:id an interview at but the hufinefs Iranf- 
a3cd at this conference is rather conjed^ured at than known. 
Common report would have it, that Holjiein was the fiibje»5l: 
of their converfaiion. Certain it is, tba? not Jong after hia 
majefty impofed a tax of eighteen crowms upon ra plough 
in the dutchys and the duke, not in a conrfiHxifi to oppofe 
thb rcfoIiitioD, was forced to cenfent to fee the inhabitants 
C^reffed. 

From Itzohet his majefty returned with all expedition to 
CopenhajS'en^ on advice that a ftrong Swcdijh fleet had put to 
fea* H-re he arrofted two Luheck (hips, under prctatice that 
the regency owed him a fiim of money. The duke oi^u* 
mnburg fliA interpbfed, and afterwards the imperial minrftcr 
complaini^ loudly at hts proceeding, both as guarantees of 
the late treaty at Nimegueny and proteAors of the hanfr- towns : 
however roey obtained no rfdjefii, and the vcflcis w*crc at 
length releafed, in ctmfequeqce of a deputat-on from the 
iregency. 

A DiFFBitfiKCX likewife happened between the 
and pinmarh The fbrmSj^ > 1 ^ ^7 
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of weather :at Effiimr^ reftifed to pay the ufual honottn ^Difftrtnat 
tbe flai; of Denmark. This xYitDamjh a 4 mirai refemed, TenAket^w§en 
fieg&in firing upon the Swed§s^ which at laft obliged them toDmmark 
lower ^ their flag and ftrike aheir colours. The SwedIJh OW- ami the 
voy complained of this violence .at Cofmhar/n ; he itiflud neighbour^ 
upon the admiral’s being Jirolce, which Chrijiian pcicmptornywVrjf /awrrr 
refufed, though he found other means to terminate the afl'^i^ 
amicably. 

Next ycar a ^ifpute of more conrequenre arofe between 
Denmark artd^ije republic of Hdlund. The Danes com- 
plained that their retilemcnt w*as driven mitof Buntam^ by jhe 
king’s fopyat the niilfgation of thc/)«rrA; they^emanded 
not only to be indemnified in the immcnle lofVcs they luftaincd, 
but that their company fhould be reflored to all the rights 
and privileges they before enjoyed. The difputc was warmly 
carried on by both parties, afid it was believed that the differ- 
ence between the two companies would occalion a rup- 
ture between both nations. How»evcr, the bolinefs was loo 
imjoft ant to be fudJcnly determined. Hoth iigrecd to wait 
for farther a?!v 1 cc| from the Indies i and thus the ddimte was 
dclayaif^ifJV nJ decided. . .• 

Jt jvas api/^c.idcd» from lh% preparations made by Swe- 
dtn^ Dtnmark, Bavaria^ and L^mnburg, that the tranquillity 
of Germany would be again intyrupted. Each of the above 
princes wcrj^b-.ified in puttinj* their armies on the beft foot- 
forces of Denmark were actually in a flouriOi* 
ing condition, being lately augmented, in aronit qucnce of a 
fubfjdy from the Frenrh court. Chriftian reviewed his army 
•at (J'jpe, which raifcd jcaloufies in the regency of Lukeck 
and duke of Lwienhurg. The former put the city in the beft 
ftatc of defence, aiW the latter augmented his army to twenty 
tbdUfahddB&ff ; but nothing vvas undertaken by either fide. 

THE*ri^ aSual hoftilities happened between his majefty fhe king 
and the city of Private d.flentions had arifen in 

that city, the people refufing to pay the taxes itnpofed by Hamburg, 
the fenace. Matters were carried fo high, that all govern- 
ment ceafed, and the whole was one confufed anarchy. A 
more fevoarable opportunity could not offer for Chriftiatft 
renting hit demand on Hamburg, He immedmtely em- 
bra^ the otxafion, and prefented bimfelf with A powerful 
army before the gates, demanding that be might |fo acicnow. 
led^ proteaor of the cky againft the empetorYufurpation, 
and threatening in cafe of' fefnfal to treat ther inhabitants 
as enemies. The feoate no! giving ear to thefe propofttions. 
be enforced his i^naaa— with actions. He attacked fomc of 
the ontforts fword in ))anA hoping to reduce the city by . 
boinbardncilt, if Iw-Si^edW in fecuring bis approaebet : 

Al 014 . . but 
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but he was repulfed with lofs. A fecond attack wai made 
with all imaginable if ury; but the fort having a communi* 
cation with the city, it was cooftantly fupplied with frdh 
trbZ^ps, fo that the allailants were forced to dcfifty withtinore 
lo^^ban in the former attempt. 

* It was now found impodlible to fucfccd by aflault^ his majedy 
therefore icfolvcd to proceed regularly, and befiege the fort 
in foim, after cutting off the communication between it and 
the city. ]^ut while he w*as engaged ir\^ making his ap* 
prt^athes to the fort, the Lunenburg mfantryii ind a body of 
Bre^Jenburg cavalry, entered the city. ^ Tbe£? were foon 
joined by, a Hrong corps of Sweelijh mvLtroffe^ and, gunners 
from the dutchy of Bremen^ the whole garrifon forming an 
army of twelve thoufand iiitn. However, the king did not 
relinquifh his defign ; he continued drawing lines to cut off 
the communication, and eicdinV batteries to play on this 
ftrong fort. Several little foits were built to cover his ope- 
rations, which the Hnmhurg/rs perceiving, dcy^i mined to drive 
the Dams from* their works. A vigorous faljy was madr; 
about five hund led infantry cut in r'cccs'^ before the 
cavalry coi:k! come to 4h«ir alliffance ; aft&wards. ffRf^cene 
chanc ed, the Hamburgers wre rcpulfed, drvqfTback Jp the 
town, and fcarcc able to p|cvcni the Danijh cavalry from 
entering the gates with them. In the heat of purfuit, a 
Danijh officer, having actually got within the wi*lls, was dif- 
covered by the cflttc'^r on guard, who prefented his fufee; 
but the DafU'^ to*9 quick for him, drew his piftol, fliot the 
Hamburger dead, turned his reins, and overfetiing all who 
opposed him, made his way back to the camp. 

Immediately after this conflicSI, a negotiation w^as fet on 
foot by the eledtor of Bnmdenhurg and ^ihe duke of Zelly 
who came to Harburgy on the oppofite fide tfi^?jivcr,‘ to 
pufli the mediation with the more vigour. Th^^nglijh en- 
voy ftrenuoufly promoted an accommodation, which was at 
let^gth concluded, after his Danijh majefty had made fruitlefs 
attempts to lay the city in afhes with his bombs. The prin- 
cipal article of this treaty was, that matters fliould remain on 
the footing they then ftood, until the year xyoo, without de- 
triment to the claim of his Danijh majefty. ' 

All tlw world was allonllhed to fee the king lay fi^ 
with fiftem thoufand men to Hamburgy the works of which 
were ib cxiRnfive as to require (ixty thoufand men completdy 
to inveft tlkm. It was'believed therefore that he relied upon 
fecret promifes from fome of the chief burghers, who aftcr-^ 
wards deceived him. ^ 

^ Although the city of HSahuvg was now fecured by a 
peace» guarantied by princes atfle faeij yet 
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not fUl to keep hefelf in a ppfture of defence. ChrifiiaH\ 

|tandtng army^ and clofe alUance with f ranee and England^ 
gave the alarm not only to the fenate of Hambsagy but Co 
ail thp neighbouring princoB. The North enjoy^ % 
but all the princes made vigorous ^preparations, as if thejan* 
tended coming to an imtigediate rupture. In eft'edi, this waa 
owing to the intrigue and policy of Frarn'Cy who finding ^ 
neceilary to maintain a large army for the defence of her con- 
<}ucAs, thoughr of* nothing but to keep all the nrighbouiing 
kingdoms irya ^e of fufpence. Hci view's were to exhauS 
their funds Car carrvir^g on a war, in cali* they laould ujiitc 
to retrenpi;/ the power c>t the hou»c of ^ 

An ordonnance puhiiihed this year by tlie king of Den^ Ilh Jtfpute 
mark furnifhed new matter of fpecuJati.^n, and gave the the 
alarm in particular to the Dutch. 'Fhe ti aty of commerce Dutch, 
concluded in 1647 betivceiT Dtnnuitk ;Mui the United Pro- 
vinces was now expiied, and his railed the du- , 

tics on ll^ipping p'dling tha and pioliibitrd the 

cx^ piiLi {.itiftni d bl^ck cattle out of '/.vZ/u/r /, and other parts of 
his donnni^^ Jt wa-i prefumrd that his majtffy had farther 
dt’fig:?,/^^ } th'le cdicls pubhflicd a vhrvv nu rcly to cx* 
cite fyrfli troui/jcs. For this reaii>n th\- Du/.h laid an em- 
bargo on all their fiiips dcftinei^ for the to prevent 
their being fei'/.ed by the Dane^^ in ca!b his majeffy fhoulJ 
think fit to Gome fuddenly to»a ruptuu*, and before they had 
' ^mcSlurcs for regulating the affair • f till; cuftoms of the 
iaound. In the mean time their amhafl i ’w>r at (loprnhagen 
j 3 iocured a fufpcniioii for four years of liny farther procecd- 
•ings, .ind till mailers {iiould be finally adjulled by a folemti 
treaty. 

Tijf. affairs of%he duichy of Heljh'in had been long in A. D. 

TFfls Dunijb majeHy ftill claimed the fbvereignty 1687. 
of that oi^liliy, and in a manner kept poflefiiin of Hojftehty h/egotia^ 
as appeared from the late heavy tax impofed on the people. 

To put a final end to their differences the duke at 
confented to a conference at Altenoy to be condu£fcd under 
the mediation of the emperor and elector of Brandenburg. 

Cbrtjiim could not give ftrongcr proofs of the jufticc of his 
cajil^y than by fubmitting to the mediation of princes virihiy^ 
nay profefledly, biafled in favour of the duke. Ffis highnefs 
relied upon his declining the conference upon fdch terms ; 
but finding that Cbrijlian accrated the propofal^lhc did ail 
that lay in his power to confo^ul the bufioefs of cW negotia- 
tion, which he knew mufli ' terminate to his difadvantage. 

All his eiKleavours Iruftrated by the vigilance 

and policy of Chriftt^y jtu^igbncfs was compelled, as the 
laft reroufce»'io ac5ede^‘nh^ propofed accommodation, in 

hopes 
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hopes that fortune might one day prove more favourable far 
bis pretentions. • ^ 

D," The two northern crowns continued their armaments^ 

1688. arflSvthe duke raifud his hopes in proportion aS he faw the 

army increafe. At he pubUnied a memorial^ in 
VVntch he deman.ied, fird^ that the^dutchy of Sieju/tek^ and 
t^c territory called le Don dt Dieu^ and its dependencies, 
Should be reftored to fa me Atuation in which they flood 
[A. x 674> when they were feq'jeftered : fe<jpi\dly, that the 
^treaties of RojJ^iUy Copenki^en^ FontainhlealJ^k^ 4 ^^ Lunden^ 

. ■lhot4ld be the bjli'j of the negotiation, and tivit of Rendf* 
hurg totally annulled : thiidly, that the ftlc of Fmereny the 
bail liases of '’Trittaw^ Trenpmtile^ and Stcenhurjl^ (hould be 
given up without any equivalent or ren)ainiiig claim : and, 
fourthly, that his hlghncfs (hould enjoy all the prerogatives 
of fovereignty, particularly thofe^of colieclingr and impofing 
taxes, and of declaring war and peace. Several other parti- 
culars, which we need not mention, were |^>ccihcd in this 
memorial. , « ^ 

His majefty anfwcredi every article in a which 

he publifhed immediately after the appearaifjc of/' ihe'^^uke’s. 
He begun with obfcrvlng, 4hic the iieatics motioned the 
duke, could not poflibly lay \Jic foundation of the ddired ne- 
gotiation, as the face of affaVs w'as greatly altered fxncc that 
timej and the duke having ontc re lufcJ their authority, he 

A, D. had now no righ\ to claim any benrSt hom them. 

1689. article was minutely anfwcied, and the difTerenccs at laft 
ended by the treaty of AlUna^ concluded under the mediation 
^ England md Brandanhurg^ the former influenced to inter-* 
cede by the foUcitations of prince George of Denmark^ and 
the latter from a defire to prevent Siv^dcn% marching an ar- 
my into Pomerania^ By this treaty a general ^arS^^lty w^s 
agreed upon, and a perpetual union and friend (hip^sgun be- 
tween the courts of Denmark and H 9 */iein, His Danljh ma- 
jefty reftored the duke to aH his dominions and fovereignties, 
with the right of levying taxes, making alliances, declaring 
war, concluding peace, building or demoiilhing fortrefles : 

ConduFon tn a word, ill the prerogatives his highnefs enjoye<li from 
«/ ihedif- thc treaty of tt^eftphalia and of the North, to the year 
ftrtnft be- and likcvrife all that he could claim from the treaty of Fm- 
iween fainhkau. '^Thc king alfo confented to the redemption of the 
Denmark tflbof /Vjwi[r/ji, and thc baill^ges of Steenbur/ty Trtnfiuttle^ 
and HoV TriUmUy which had beei^ ihortgaged to the crown of 
*«». ' '' 

On the other hand ‘his alt claims, 

pretenflons, and actions agamffl^^ majefty f<ir the damages 
be diad fuftauied by the ret^ti^ dominions, antl^he 

knig^s 
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kTftg^ levying bis revenues for years paft. He likewlfe yieUed 
tip all claims in confcquence of the vcnfi^ obtained againd 
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the duke of Ilolfim-Phtn ig the imperial chamber 
the ti^atjr of perpetual union, famiiy conne»Slions, 
tions, and private contracts, th%y were put on the 
footing they flood befott the year 1657, as was litnally 
prelTcd in the treaties of TVtftfhnlla^ Fomainbleju^ 5 rc. Affc* 
other particulars were referred tu an amicidhie decifion ^ and 
in cafe that c|yd^fiot be done, to the courfc of law, with- 
out any to be made on either hJe to fiiccccJ by 

force. In yrtPRimoav ot this ajsrccmeiit, two copies Were 
made oaef^figned, fcalcd, and dcliveicd to lx>lU parries at >f/- 
terta^ oii*.xhe twenricth of 1689. Such was the end of 

thofe <lirtl’fc!ic*cs the kin^: and dukt* of }lo}[tdu^ which 

was the immcdinit; caufc m ih^’ late ^v^r with Sweden^ and 
had been for \k ars the fubjecl of jcalouly, contention, and 
perpetual wran^linr: f A). 

Ahout this'ti ne tonic ah^'rcation happened between the A. DU 
^>. 7 .% .aid C’fcnh't.^cyts about f<Mne DaniJ]} (hips 1690. 
which '|mon’iuli had detained. Chriftiun iS \6 not 

care lo hirnlclf with that crown. lie knew the 

advantages wiuch hi? ihbiciis deduced from the French com- 
merce : ho.v vcr^thiririfnng citcufnftancc became the foun- 
dation of a t. r.ity, which lie JoAn aticr concluded with Stn/- 
den^ Iw whfeit it was agu*ed, that they (h^ld mutually 
fent tneinjur.'.? »Ione to cither, and acl all rcfpcfls like 
nations c!(>fc* coiinedb. d in intcreft, treaties, and natural 
alliances. Ihith, notwithftaixling, confented lo carry on 
*tradc in its utmoii extent ; a tefolution which gave utnorage 
to the enemies of ^hat monarchy, and was the occafion of 
thlUJ£V/c;' ' *”# atficking a fleet of Danijh merchantmen 
bound i^^J^ance. This was an affront whicji his majefty 
foon revenged, by ordering all Dutch vcflcls in his ports, and 
in the Sounds to be feized ; a mcafurc which foon reduced 
the republic to the ncccility of ufing fupplications, and dc- 


(A) An inflance of gencro- raony could be paid. Thefe 
ftiy in ptittce Gevrj[t of Denmark, baiiiiages being now reftored to 
sii^fVvards married to Anm the duke of Holfltin, provided 
queen of Gnat-Brrfaint ought he could redeem them ; and 
not to efcape on this occafion. his highnefs having no money 
His faiher'had left him by will to pay off the mortage, prince 
a portion of three hundreS;^^cw-jff, with onparaTlelcd 
thooiand crowns, and his brM lierofity, made him the complb* 
ther, unable to advance th-liunJ nicnt of them, that every ob« 
affigned him the bailltagn ffrudion to a treaty fo falotary to 

fioned abobc, until his^^^S(vT-\ might be lemoved (t)* 
.jrf) mU^MenysU Pan. p. a4x* 

^ y * * manding 



'* • 

fbe Wftory of Deitmark; 

manding an accommodation. A negotiiMofl for this {Hirpofe 
^ was fet on foot, and a treaty finally concluded in the month « 
whereby was permitted freely to trade with 
in all kinds of commodities, except fuch as nvere 
fi^dii^ited by former treaiitfs; viz. falt-petrc, pitch, pow- 
lead, and a lew others. In conifequence of this accom* 
(yf (f^ation both fide:; releafed the fhipping they bad detained, 
and Denmark lived upon the fame terms of amiiy as before 
^^with the republic. 

A. His m^^jefty this year made a trip to Hsljhw^o vifit the 

l^ii fortiheations crc£tmg with the duke's conjlcnt S'^ndiburg. 
Such progreiks nude by princes always fiirnifli macNrof fpe- 
culation, and it is conjcciurcd that other motives th !n ihofc 
they declare aiSlu:itc them. This was the cife in the prefent 
inftancc. The public would havjg it, th.it a plan was con- 
certed between the kings of Dinmatk atid Siveden for the 
redudVion of the cities of Hand'und) and Bremen. The con- 
juncture was indeed favourable for iuch a »klign ; all the 
princes intcrcftdd in the prcfcivation of thefe !'•. *g 

otherwife engaged. However, all rufpicion f/as: biiwlj^ied by 
a letter which his DmiJ}} majefty wrote to tne tiler at aW;- 
ben^ difclaiming an intention to molcit either Ihmhwg or 
Bremetty or any will* tliftufb repG: ut irfe empne. 

NoTHiNfJ farther of nVoment happened in Denmark 
during the reign of Cl>rijhmy except feme little dilputes wdth 
the Dutch, the duke of Holjhiny and the cities of Hamburg 
and Lubedy all winch were accommodated with little trouble, 
and without the neceAity of applying to arms. It was now 
the policy of this great monarch (o preferve to his people 
the blcilings of peace, which he elFeCtually ^did until his death, 
Death happened on the fourth of September y 

ebofafier fif^-fourth year of his .age, and twenty-ninth of^^'-cignT' 
c/'Chrif- The breathVad no fuoner quilted hi$ body, thai/ffimeof the 
tian. by- danders cried over the window, ‘‘ The king is dead 
upon which count Raventlaw called over the window of the 
young queen, Long live king Frederick IV,” The count’s 
voice was no fooner heard than the heralds at arms folemnly 
proclaimed the prince king of Denmark, the gates of the city 
were ihut for Tome days, all the troops put under arms, lud 
an oath exaded from the fenate, magiftrates, and inhabi- 
tants, before they were openci 
CHRISTIAN V. died withf j)ie reputation of one of the 
greateft monarchs in Europty* Tjyving given numberlcfi proo6 
of his Wiidom in the cabinet ; his courage and condudl in 
^e field i of his aflRibiiity, teri.riKl^.ion for his ^ople, 
nnd every virtue which could jp^^efteem and lovet His 
greateft enemies charge hiin c^ily ^ oi|^ foible, 



h!s rcpoGog too much confidence in the opiiiiooi of hit 
• mtotfiers and generals* and thinking ttfc meanly of his Own • 
underftandiog ; an amtahfe fault* that ever accompanic^ue 
merit. He fpoke moft or the modern languages* andflud 
made a greatprogreis in thofe hranches of the mathcmm 
which regarded the miftcary art and hiftory. Chrlftian uW 
never fo much pleafed as when he was prefented with fol^ 
new geographica} chart or plan of fortification. It wouh 
be unnccefij^yiw dwell upon his chara£ler ; the Danes recite 
his virtues^hR the utmoft iatisfadlion to this day. 

f \ E D E R I C K \V. » 

Heat we propofed ending the hiftory* as alf^the pf^de* 

extraordinary particulars in the fuccccding reign will be rick IV. 
fully related in the Swediiti hiftory : however, to render the 
work more complete, we (hall fubjoin a Oiort view of the , 
principaraflions of Frederick IV. who W'as immediately pro- 
claimed, ah we have feen, upon the dcatji of his father. 
tVhen He oepded the throne, he found it convenient to aft 
precifJy u; Chri/tiar^s principles. He rcfolved to keep 
the duke of Holftein dependent on his crown, and with 
that*view over t- yn th e dutchj^ and undertook tl'.c ficgc of 
Tonmngen^ iWt Jala the foundation of a long war wc fliall 
have occafum to relate inline next volume. IVs Sivedi/h 
majefty laid ficgc to Copenhagen \ and thes^’: arid Dutih^ 
as guaiantccs of the laft pea*.e, fent uno the Baliuk \ 

vigorous mcaiUrcs which rcc^tiv'cd /vri/( •/./(• to the ncceflity of p 
fignin:r the famous peace of Iravcnthihl in jyoo. i-oo* 

By this treaty, the full right of fovcrcjgniy wa; once more 
yielded to the duke of who was to ulc, without con- /,,< 

\ i.* v* annexed prerogatives ; the right of niaking war, 

concluoi. ' peace, levying taxes, crefting or /azing fortifica- 
tions, with this lidutatitin, that he fhould nor build within 
two miles of any Dani/hhxi, It was likcwifc ftipulatcd, that 
his Danijh majefty ftiould pay the duke two hundred and f;xty 
thoufand crowns ; and that the chapter of Lubeck (hould be at 
liberty to eJeft for their bilhop a prince of Hol/tcin, Dif- 
putes however about this eleftion happened the very next 
year. 

In 1708, after making the tour of Jta/y^ Frederick attacked 
the Swedes in Schenen^ by vOhom he was roughjy handled i 
however, his good fortune oy fca compenfated in a great 
mcafure his lohes on fhore.l t hree years after, in conjunc- 
tion with the Po/es^ h/> fcl upon Swedijb Pomrania^ fopfc 
DargarUn^ but‘ failed in i-mc other enterprizes. Next year 
he made himfelf bfVthc dutchy of Bremm^ and city 

of SlaM A but h‘‘ army -was ^gon after defei^d byjhe Sweda^ 
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and fine town o^Mtna burnt to the ground. In 171^ 
^ and the year following, he was futcefsAil by fea and land; 
dro^ the Swedif out of rrduced Wifnuir^ and gained 

other advantages, which he did nor purfiie, becaufe 
4>ci-ceivcd they were Icfs Beneficial to bimfelf than to bis 
who did not merit great fcrviies from him. This it 
that inclined Frctictuk to peace, which was concluded 
1720, under the rneiliation of Georgt I,, king of Gnat* 

\ ^Britain* , 

^ ^ This treaty fecured to hh DanijTf majcfty’aH 
'reafohably defirc. In particular, it procured 
gr^^coiifcqucMct to him, the guarantee of France {<>i fhc 
|>omRon ot the dutchyof SUfwnk. From this time. h\s ma* 
jefly pafl'cd his days in tranquillity, and only a fingle acci- 
dent, the burning of his capital, otjured to difhiib repofe* 
Fredetick was certainly a wife prince, Ifrongly inclined to 
promote the welfare of his fubjedis ; brave and po’iilc ; but 
too cntcrprifing, as fome think, and ready to en:bracc the ideal 
fchemes of projectors, upon which he IquariJcr^^^, ..V ^ ^Ului:6 
HiS death, money, without deducing the expedted advaniag(|*i. He died 
in 1730, in the fixtieth yea^ofhis age, decjjjy regretted by 
all hu fubjcCls, and highly effeemed by tl^ potcntat6!s of 
Eurepin ' 1 

CHRISTIAN VL 

Chrif- It was his {oxs* Chrtfi'tan VI. who might juftly be called 
tiao VI. tlic father and darling of his fubjeOs. Thii prince, imme- 
diately on his acceffion, made feveral alterations, «l! of which 
gave extreme fatisfaClion, as they were wifely calcuiatcd for 
the eafe of the people. In particular, he abolilhcd a farm, 
eftablifiied in the late reign, for the foleK^ending brandy, 
wine, fait, and tobacco; a farm extremely benci'iSVcrokl.w 
prince, but opprdSve to the fubjed. Tnofe perfomonnceiefted 
in it, offered to advance large funns for'its continuance; but 
Chrijiian anfwered, It produced too much, fince his fub- 
je£ts complained of the exa£lions it cccafioncd a faying 
worthy of perpetual remembrance and admiration ! 

Ajhtrt CjF/R/STIA!/*s whole adminiftiation was pcrfeflly*,con- 
^irtv tf fiftent with thofe fpecimens of wifdom and moderation he g%v0 
in the beginning of bis reign. In he ternunated the 

old difputes with the rAXy of Hamhurg, which put a millioii 
of filver marks in his coffers, |^d pvoduced feveral advanta« 
geous conceffions to his fubje^o* He eftiiblifhed a council 
of trade, to examine all pro^al^ made for the exienfton df 
commerce, in order to give the ncraffitv encouragement fer 
executhig fuch as met with app^impn. Every thing 
bje He did fOr promoting i€ien()e,^ and manttfa^furd^^ 
g(; higii the different 
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